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PanopticonPanopticon II

Samuel Samuel BenthamBentham
Jeremy Jeremy BenthamBentham

17871787
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“Morals reformed
Health preserved

Industry invigorated
Instruction diffused

Public burthens lightened

Economy seated, as it were, upon a rock
The [G]ordian knot of the Poor-Laws . . . Untied

All by a simple idea in Architecture!”

“A new mode of obtaining power of mind over mind, 
in a quantity hitherto without example. . .
Such is the engine: such the work that may be done with it.”

Jeremy Bentham
1787
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“Applicable to Any Sort of Establishment, 
in Which 
Persons of Any Description Are to Be Kept under Inspection; 
And in Particular to: 

Penitentiary-houses
Prisons
Houses of Industry
Work-houses
Poor-houses
Lazarettos
Manufactories
Hospitals
Mad-houses
Schools

Jeremy Bentham
1787



“. . .whether [its purpose] be that of
punishing the incorrigible
guarding the insane
reforming the vicious
confining the suspected
employing the idle
maintaining the helpless
curing the sick
instructing the willing in any branch of industry, or 
training the rising race in the path of education. . .

“. . . whether it be applied to the purposes of 
perpetual prisons in the room of death, or 
prisons for confinement before trial

Jeremy Bentham
1787
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“a cruel, ingenious cage”

Michel Foucault
1995
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PanopticonPanopticon IIII

19841984
George OrwellGeorge Orwell

Visual vs. DigitalVisual vs. Digital

Government vs. IndividualGovernment vs. Individual

CCTVCCTV
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+ Radio Receiver allows someone else to monitor
your location and instruct you in real time.

+ Transponder that stings or burns you will 
enable someone else to monitor and control
your motions in real time.

+ Radio Transmitter tells someone else where 
you are.

+ GIS tells you where you are in relation to 
geographic features (roads, buildings, rivers).

GPS Receiver tells you where you are in Lat/Lon Coordinates.

PanopticonPanopticon IIIIII

Surveillance...Human Tracking...Control



Cost and Coverage of Cost and Coverage of ContinousContinous SurveillanceSurveillance

Surveillance
Technology

Initial Cost of
Construction,
Purchase, or
Retainer

Cost per Person 
per Year for
Continuous
Surveillance

Geographical 
Coverage

Analog
Spies
Private Investigators

$ 1,000 to 
$ 5,000

$ 350,000 Unlimited

Panopticon I
Bentham’s Building

$ 120,000 $ 22,600 Inside Special 
Purpose Buildings 

Panopticon II
Orwell’s Big Brother
Television
CCTV

$ 2.50 $ 14,000 Extent of Television 
Camera Network

Panopticon III
GIS/GPS Tracking
Cellphone Tracking

$ 200 $ 240 Extent of Cellphone
Networks
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Dobson, J. E., and Peter F. Fisher.  2003.  “Geoslavery,” 
IEEE Technology and Society Magazine 22(1): 47-52.

Society must contemplate a new form of Society must contemplate a new form of 
slavery characterized by location control.slavery characterized by location control.
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Dobson, J. E., and Peter F. Fisher.  2003.  “Geoslavery,” 
IEEE Technology and Society Magazine 22(1): 47-52.

Geoslavery is defined as a practice in 
which one entity, the master, coercively 
or surreptitiously monitors and exerts 
control over the physical location of 
another individual, the slave.
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Dobson, J. E., and Peter F. Fisher.  2003.  “Geoslavery,” 
IEEE Technology and Society Magazine 22(1): 47-52.

Inherent in this concept is the potential 
for a master to routinely control time, 
location, speed, and direction for each 
and every movement of the slave or, 
indeed, of many slaves simultaneously.
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GeofenceGeofence
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Dobson, J. E., and Peter F. Fisher.  2003.  “Geoslavery,” 
IEEE Technology and Society Magazine 22(1): 47-52.

Surveillance and control may be 
enhanced through complementary 
monitoring of functional indicators such 
as body temperature, heart rate, and 
perspiration.
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“Freedom” “Independence” “Liberty” “High Usage”“Freedom” “Independence” “Liberty” “High Usage”Remote Control LockRemote Control Lock
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Pallet?Pallet?

Package?Package?

Product?Product?
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RFIDRFID

??
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FoxSportsFoxSports.Com.Com

February 17, 2006February 17, 2006
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Now 50,000Now 50,000
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RevelationsRevelations

11 11 Then I saw another beast that rose out of the Then I saw another beast that rose out of the 
earth; it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke earth; it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke 
like a dragon. like a dragon. 12 12 It exercises all the authority of the It exercises all the authority of the 
first beast on its behalf, and it makes the earth first beast on its behalf, and it makes the earth 
and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose 
mortal wound had been healed. mortal wound had been healed. 1313 It performs It performs 
great signs, even making fire come down from great signs, even making fire come down from 
heaven to earth in the sight of all; heaven to earth in the sight of all; 1414 and by the and by the 
signs that it is allowed to perform on behalf of the signs that it is allowed to perform on behalf of the 
beast, it deceives the inhabitants of earth, telling beast, it deceives the inhabitants of earth, telling 
them to make an image for the beast that had them to make an image for the beast that had 
been wounded by the sword and yet lived; been wounded by the sword and yet lived; 1515 and it and it 
was allowed to give breath to the image of the was allowed to give breath to the image of the 
beast so that the image of the beast could even beast so that the image of the beast could even 
speak and cause those who would not worship the speak and cause those who would not worship the 
image of the beast to be killed. image of the beast to be killed. 1616 Also it causes all, Also it causes all, 
both small and great, both rich and poor, both both small and great, both rich and poor, both 
free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or 
the forehead, the forehead, 1717 so that no one can buy or sell who so that no one can buy or sell who 
does not have the mark, that is, the name of the does not have the mark, that is, the name of the 
beast or the number of its name.beast or the number of its name. 1818 This calls for This calls for 
wisdom: let anyone with understanding calculate wisdom: let anyone with understanding calculate 
the number of the beast, for it is the number of a the number of the beast, for it is the number of a 
person. person. Its number isIts number is six hundred sixtysix hundred sixty--sixsix.

The Mark of the BeastThe Mark of the Beast

Albrecht, K. and L. McIntyre.  2005.  Spychips: 
How Major Corporations and Government Plan
to Track Your Every Move with RFID

(Nashville:  Nelson Current), 288 p..



Posted on Fri, Mar. 07, 2003

KU professor has nightmare vision of global positioning 
technology
By ERIC ADLER
The Kansas City Star

Dobson, J. E., and Peter F. Fisher.  2003.
“Geoslavery,” 
IEEE Technology and Society Magazine
22(1): 47-52.

http://www.geoplace.com/gw/1998/0798/798onln.asphttp://www.geoplace.com/gw/1998/0798/798onln.asp

http://www.geoplace.com/gw/2000/0500/0500g.asphttp://www.geoplace.com/gw/2000/0500/0500g.asp

THE "G" in GIS | Jerry Dobson 

Think Twice About Kid-Tracking
http://www.geoplace.com/gw/2003/0305/0305gngs.asphttp://www.geoplace.com/gw/2003/0305/0305gngs.asp

Fisher, P. F, and J. E. Dobson. 2003. “Who 
Knows Where You Are, and Who Should, 
in the Era of Mobile Geography?” 
Geography 88(4): 331-337.



“The “The 
greatest greatest 
threat to threat to 
personal personal 
freedom freedom 
ever faced ever faced 
in human in human 
history.”history.”
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Americans often say they love freedom enough Americans often say they love freedom enough 
to die for it.to die for it.

Will they now trade it for a few dollars a month on Will they now trade it for a few dollars a month on 
car insurance?car insurance?
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“Those who would sacrifice liberty for security 
soon shall have neither." 

Benjamin Franklin 
Often Quoted

“They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little 
temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.”

Benjamin Franklin, 
Historical Review of Pennsylvania
1759
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“If you want total security, go to prison. There you're fed, 
clothed, given medical care and so on. The only thing 
lacking... is freedom.”

President Dwight D. Eisenhower
Engraved On Wall of Presidential Library
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