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Prefatory Note 

Wherever there is a group of people there is 
also an interesting problem* The natural environment 
for the individual is in the group. There are no Rob«* 
inson Orusoes except in the mind of an occasional nov-
elist* Through the interaction of mind with mind in 
the group there is an evolution of the group mind. 
Each individual is stimulated by other individuals 
and responds accordingly. But the response does not 
end the process because througji it come other stimuli 
and again still other responses* That is, the begin-
ning of the process cannot be said to begin here and 
end there. It is a never ending spiral of development, 
each individual mind reacting to a certain stimfla.us 
according to the experiences which have gone before. 

Thus it will be seen that a town late in its 
beginning commences at the point of development reached 
by the settlers before they arrive to start the new 
town. Schools are necessary to any group, but the pion-
eers do not have to learn this by a long period of 
experience. They know it because schools have been 
found a necessity in other parts of the country. 

In Winfield diverse types were brought to-
gether from a large number of places. Immediately 
began an interaction of these unlike elements which 
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which made for progress the story of which comes later* 
Not always in this thesis has the sociologi-

cal aspect of a certain phase of development been empha-
sized. In a good many cases it has been left to speak 
for itself* Nor does our study pretend to be an ex-
haustive one. A few men influential in the history of 
the town have been mentioned. To make a thoroughly 
complete history it would have to be told what every 
man in the group contributed to the development of the 
group mind* The most nearly dissociated individual 
has had some influence* An adequate history, then, 
would take up every individual and show what he has 
contributed. This is manifestly impossible. It has 
been our purpose in this study to show the chief causes 
underlying some of the principal matters of historical 
concern. 

In the work the writer has been greatly aided 
and inspired by Professor V.E. Helleberg under whose 
guiding hand the task has been undertaken and accomp-
lished. Gratitude is extended Mr. E.C. Manning who gave 
time and effort in making complete the early history. 
Others to whom acknowledgements are gratefully made are: 
Mr. W.P. Hackney, Mr. J.P. Short, Mr. W.C. Robinson, 
Supt. J.L. Gowans of the city schools, Professor R.B. 
Dunlevy of Southwestern College, and Mr. E.P. Greer, 
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all of whom have rendered aid in carrying on the study, 
and finally to Miss Rena Wilson of Winfield and Roland 
J. Clark of St. Joseph, Missouri for invaluable help to 
the final preparation of the work. 
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CHAPTER I 
The Place, Its Situation and Environment 

Winfield is the county seat of Cowley county, 
Kansas, and the United States Census report of 1910 
gives the number of people living in the city as 6,700* 
The county became a unit in March 1867 when the legis-
lature at Topeka declared the east line of the county 
to be 105 miles from the east line of the state. Prom 
this point the county extends thirty-four miles west 
and from the southern border of the state, (which also 
makes the south line of the county), it extends thirty-
three miles north. It contains 1,144 square miles. 
Through the southwest cornier of the county the Arkan-
sas river flows. As shown by plate I the Walnut river 
flows the entire length of the county from north to 
south, emptying into the Arkansas river a few below 
Arkansas City# On the former stream midway between 
the north and south lines of the county Winfield is 
situated. It lies on the east bank of the river. The 
mouth of Timber creek is also found here. The east 
bank of the Walnut slopes gently, this feature forming 
one of the chief natural assets of the town, mainly for 
drainage purposes, but the general beauty of the place 
is also enhanced by the lay of the land. 
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An unlimited supply of pure water is to be 
found at a depth of from twenty to thirty feet. 
Without this Winfield never would have been a town. 
Today this is an unimportant matter to the citizens, 
for there are very few wells in the town, but it was a 
happy moment in the lives of a few early settlers when 
they discovered plenty of pure water. The Walnut 
valley is fortunate in this respect. A special report 
of the state geologist has this to say, *Due to the 
peculiar westward slope of the limestone with a thin 
soil covering over it, the Walnut is supplied with 
many seeps and springs throughout its entire course, 
so that it has pools of water in dry times to a very 
considerable degree. The valley therefore is well 
watered and capable of supplying all demands that may i, 
be made upon itw# 

Bluffs practically surround the town. Trun-
cated mounds so uniform as to appear artificial form 
the eastern border. There were trees along Timber 
creek on the north and along the Walnut river on the 
west and south, thus the two — trees and bluffs — 
forming a natural means of protection from the winter 
winds. 

The limestone found in the county is especially 
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valuable for building purposes and the United States 
Geological Survey for 1912 gives the number of quarries 
in the county as five, four of these being at Winfield. 
Recently also some important oil and gas discoveries 
have been made in the county. There is much drilling 
and investigation being done at the present time, and 
the outlook is bright with prospects for important oil 
and gas fields to be discovered* 

The soil of the county is varied, probably 
most of it being what a number of soil surveyors of 
the state have called Arkansas loam. At Winfield, 
except for a few rocky hills, the soil is a rich, dark 
loam. Analyses of it made by the Department of Chem** 
istry of Southwestern College have found it to be rich 
in lime, probably better suited to the cultivation of 
alfalfa than any other crop, although corn, wheat, caffir, 
feterita, and oats are important farm products. The 
soil is somewhat deficient in phosphorous and nitrogen, 
but the proper crops are restoring these elements. The 
early settlers in the county realized that the soil 
was fertile and it was another big factor in the settle** 
ment and development of the county. Says Colonel E.C. 
Manning, whose part in the history of the county will 
be brought out fully later, in his autobiography, WI 
had| never seen so charming and inviting a country. 



PLATE I 

CoL/flfi 



7 

It bore no scare of civilization. I was overwhelmed 
with the prospects. I seemed entering upon a new 
world. Springs of pure water in abundance, beautiful 
streams, immense stretches of fine timber, and a won-
derful growth of grass everywhere upon the broad bottcm 
lands gently sloping to the adjacent highlands and 
plenty of rosin weeds everywhere, a sure indication of 
rich soil. I then and there resolved that somewhere 
in that beautiful valley I should find a home.n 

Different parts of the county vary in alti-
tude, the lowest point being in the southeast corner 
which is one thousand feet above sea level. The high-
est point is at the northeast corner of the county 
near the edge of the Flint hills where the altitude 
is 1500 feet. The altitude at Winfield is 1124 feet. 

Winfield is surrounded by other towns, all 
in the immediate vicinity being much smaller with the 
exception of Arkansas City which lies fourteen miles 
to the south with a population of 7,508, (1910 Census 
Report). The small towns in the county are shown in 
plate I. Wellington with a population of 7,034 (1910 
Census Report 1 being the county seat of Sumner county. 

J L s 

y\Wiohita, the second city of the state in size, is forty 
miles distant. This, in brief, is the situation and 
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environment of the town which is to be the subject of 
our study. 



PART 1 

THE FORMATIVE PERIOD 1870 — 1879 



CHAPTER II 

EARLY HISTORY 

The real history of Cowley county has its 
beginning in 1870 when on February 28 the county was 
organized and Winfield was named as the temporary 
county seat. At this time there were approximately 
seven hundred people in the county. The first settler 
was IT.J. Thompson, who thought he was building his 
house in the south part of Butler county in August 1868 
but it was afterward found to be in Cowley. Soon after 
two men settled south of the Thompson location, but 
the exact date is not known. As early as 1868 men 
from the north were going into the county and buying 
cattle from the Texas cattle dealers who were pasturing 
their herds in the county travelling slowly north as 
the grass became green in the spring, Abilene, Kansas 
being the nearest shipping point and their destination. 
These buyers carried back with them stories of the fer** 
tility of the soil of the beautiful Walnut valley. 
Large numbers of settlers were attracted to the county 
etfevt though they were trespassing on Indian land. The 
settlements were made along the Walnut valley and as 



10 

early as June 1869 Colonel E.G. Manning and P.Y. Becker 
erected a log cabin for the latter east and a little 
south of where Winfield now stands. In the same month 
Mr. Manning laid claim to a part of the land which after-
ward was laid out as the Winfield town site. In Octo-
ber of the same year, Mr. Manning built a.log house on 
his claim in which a stock of goods was kept for trade 
with the settlers and Indians. 

These early settlers had a great deal of trouble 
with the red men, and in August of 1869 the whites 
were all ordered out of the county. There was a stam-
pede to Butler, only one white man remaining in Cow-
ley • But those who had left soon returnednand made 
peace with the Indians by paying a tax of something 
like six dollars each to Chief Chetopa of the Osages. 
The payment of this small sum allowed them to stake 
out claims of 160 acres each. A claim notice given by 
practically all the histories written in the earlier 
times is exaggerated and it probably was manufactured 
by a historian, but it nevertheless shows something 
of the spirit of the early pioneer days* 

n Noaties 
This klarae was took my me Orgust 9 1869 I am goan 
for my fokes. If anybody dairs to squat on this 
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clame while ime goan he will git a lode of buck-chot. 
Plenty of klames further south. 

John Smith.n 

On July 15 of 1870 by an act of Congress the 
Osage Indian reserve was opened to settlement. The 
country was known far and wide throughout and beyond 
the state. Consequently homeseekers came at a ra$id 
rate. The central figure at least in the north part 
of the county was E.G. Manning. We must now go back 
in our story to tell something of his life. Probably 
no other figure has wielded the influence in the for-
mation and growth periods of Winfield as has Mr. Manning. 

E.C. Manning was born in the state of Hew York 
in 1838. His father soon moved to Iowa where the son, 
received a good academic education. He taught school 
two years at the early age of seventeen and eighteen, 
but was not entirely satisfied with the teaching pro-
fession so he learned the printing business. In; 1859 • 
he made a trip to Pikefs Peak in search of gold, but 
before the trip was finished a state of almost desti-
tution overtook him, he having nothing left but his 
wagon and oxen. He returned to Marysville, Kansas 
where he joined a triangular partnership and began the 
publication of a newspaper called the democratic Plat-
form*. Manning, after a short time, bought the interest 
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of the other men associated with him and secured a 
new lease from Frank Marshall who had been the terri-
torial and pro-slavery candidate for governor. Under 
his (Manning1 s) management the Republican flag was 
soon floating in and about the office to the great dis-
gust of Marshall. It was the first Republican paper 
published in the north part of the state west of Doni-
phan county and, being surrounded by slavery men most 
of whom had come to the state with Colonel Buford, 
caused quite a sensation. The paper was published 
only a few months, a tonlado demolishing the office and 
equipment July 31 1860. 

Mr. Manning served in the Civil War in the 
second Kansas Cavalry and was elevated to the rank of 
lieutenant. After the war he again went to Marysville 
for a short time, then to Manhattan where he established 
and published for two years the "Kansas Radical". His 
health was the cause of his leaving the paper, and 
outdoor life became necessary. In 1869 he explored 
the Walnut valley riding horseback south of Douglass, 
then the outpost of civilization. He found P.Y. Beck-
er and together they worked for the further settlement 
and development of the country. Mr. Manning has been 
a factor in practically the whole history of Winfield, 
hi3 home at this time being in the city. Further facts 
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in regard to hie life will "be told in connection with 
the story of the development of the country. 

Late in December of 1870 a small company of 
men from Emporia came down the valley with the inten-
tion of locating a town at the junction of the Walnut 
and Arkansas rivers. The imperfect maps of the time 
showed this junction to be near the center of the county. 
The men adhered to their original plan, going to the 
south part of the county where the rivers meet to 
locate the city. They had already formed a town com-
pany and after a discussion of other names, it was 
decided that their town should be called wCresswellw. 
A square mile was laid out as the town site. 

Before he left Manhattan, Mr. Manning had 
become acquainted with A.A. Jackson, a man whose early 
life had been unfortunate. When this man knew that 
Mr. Manning was going to enter the new territory, h© 
begged for the opportunity of accompanying him and as 
he said "get a new start in life". He became the sales-
man in the store owned by Manning and took the 
claim joining that of the latter on the east. When 
travellers or home seekers were in the neighborhood, 
Jackson felt it his duty to reveal the glories of the 
country, but often hindered rather than helped further 
settlement by his over enthusiasm. 
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In July of 1870 two men travelling together 
through the Osage Indian reserve in search of a home 
passed by Mr. Manning's store and through what there 
was then of Winfield. Mr. Manning himself talked to 
them and learned their intentions. In an interview 
he declared, "I saw at once they were more than or-
dinary frontiersmen*. He drove with them over a great 
deal of the country lying around Winfield. They liked 
the country and talked encouragingly. The two were J. 
C. Fuller and D.A. Millington, and their intimate con-
nection with the history of the town will be brought 
out later. Mr. Manning told Mr. Fuller he thought 
that Jackson1s claim could be bought for one thousand 
dollars if he (Manning) was allowed to make the deal. 
Whereupon Mr. Fuller took from his pocket a roll of 
greenbacks and, although they had been strangers a 
few hours before, counted out ten one hundred dollar 
bills and gave them to Mr. Manning. The former and 
Mr. Millington were to leave the country for a few 
days until the deal with Jackson cou&d be closed. Up 
to this time matter had for Mr. Manning a decidedly 
discouraging aspect. But also had they for Jackson. 
It was the latter1 s avowed intention to get a thousand 
dollars with which to start in life. Mr. Manning knew, 
however, that if any encouragement were given him he 
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would hold tenaciously onto his claim. When Mr. Man-
ning returned from his trip with the two travellers, 
Jackson was anxious to know the result. Mr. Manning 
revealed more discouragement and declared himself ready 
to sell his land whenever a buyer could be found. Jack-
son declared himself to feel the same way. Manning said 
he intended taking a trip to Augusta and possibly a buy-
er could be found for both their claims. When he re-
turned from his trip he had for Jackson the glad news 
that a buyer was found who would give him the thousand 
dollars he had declared he would take. Jackson was 
glad of the opportunity to sell, but very likely would 
not have been had he known that the purchaser was not 
found at Augusta, but was none other than J.C. Fuller. 
After several days Fuller and Millington returned to 
find the deal completed. As the intimate history of 
Winfield shows, these three men, Manning, Millingtton 
and Fuller, have been largely responsible for the line 
of development Winfield has taken. An undesirable cit-
izen had been eliminated; two desirable ones had been 
acquired. 

These three men laid out a larger town site. 
In an interview with Mr. E.P. Greer, editor of the 
Daily Courier and himself one of the very influential 
men of the town, 3aid to the writer, "These men worked 
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together as one machine. The elements lacking in one 
were abundant in the others. Each was distinctive in 
character." Mr. Manning was the politician and prac-
tical man; Mr. Millington was a writer and speaker and 
did the surveying for the new town site; Mr. Fuller was 
an exceptionally business man, he being the founder of 
the bank which for a number of years was known as Full-
er1 s Bank, now the Winfield National. These men saw 
with peculiar insight the future of southern Kansas 
and Cowley county. Visions of the future and faith in 
the country on the part of the three men who have guid-
od her development to a very marked degree were essen-
tials to at least the early history of Winfield. Writing 
a sketch of Mr. Fuller after his death which occurred 
in February 1901, Mr. Manning has this to say, "All 
topical subjects as they arose in the developing years 
concerning the town, city, county, state and nation 
were discussed by the triumvirate. Mr. Fuller's habit 
of thorough investigation usually made him last to 
render a decision. And in case there were any expen-
ditures of money involved his decision controlled for 
he was the only one who had any money. Those who knew 
him best esteemed him most. He was an honorable and 
pure man." 

For a number of years these men were in con-
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trol of the town site and their method of offering 
inducements to settle in the town was to make a free 
deed of the lot upon which the house was to be built, 
and the lot adjoining it was sold to the builder at 
current value. But the occupants of the town site be-
lieved that more land should be gitoen them. Their ar-
gument was that the town company had no more right to 
the lots than anyone else. These demands became quite 
numerous and the conflict that arose has since been 
called the "famous Winfield town site controversy". 
A number of cases were carried to the supreme court of 
the state, and in each case the claims of the original 
owners of the site were upheld. These were the first 
internal conflicts of note in Winfield, although the 
usual claim contests called for some adjustment. There 
was only one contest of note of this sort and that 
when James Land "jumped" the claim of Mr. Manning. 
A meeting of the settlers of the county was called, 
both sides agreeing to abide by a majority vote of 
those present. The result was in favor of Mr. Manning. 

Elections were the cause of a number of early 
conflicts. Often there was a candidate representing 
Winfield and one representing Arkansas City for the 
legislature. One of the most notable and the earliest 
of these conflicts was during the election of 1870 
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when the nominee for representative in the state leg-
islature from Arkansas City was H.B. Norton and the Win-
field nominee was E.C. Manning. The election returns 
werff canvassed by the county commissioners. They threw 
out the votes of three precincts because it was not 
stated on the ballot in what precinct the vote was cast* 
Mr. Manning was declared elected by 205 to 150. One 
of the commissioners dissented from the decision of the 
other two, he declaring that the votes of the three 
precincts were legal and had they been counted, Mr. 
Norton would have been elected. The election was con-
tested, but the contest court finally upheld the comm-
issioners. Norton did not contest in the house of rep-
resentatives. The election, however, caused a bitter 
feeling between the two towns which was not alleviated 
for a number of years. 

'̂ he most notorious conflicts of the early 
history of the county, however, were those which de-
termined the location of the county seat. Early in 1870, 
Mr. Manning being then a reader of the Topeka Daily 
Commonwealth, noticed that a bill was before the leg-
islature which would make a temporary organisation of 
the county and the story ran that the county seat was 
to be located at Arkansas City. He immediately dis-
patched three men, 3et them out on horseback to canvass 
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the county, secure six hundred names (which were enough 
to make a permanent organization of the county), and 
directed them to meet him at Douglass, the nearest place 
at which an affadavit as to the population could "be 
sworn to* The men did their work and were at Douglass 
on schedule time. Mr. Manning immediately set out for 
Topeka with the papers, taking the stage to Emporia 
and the train from there to the capitol city. He at 
once laid his claim before the governor who was a per-
sonal friend. The bill had passed the Senate, but Mr® 
Manning procured its defeat in the &ouse, and the county 
was declared organized with Winfield as the temporary 
county seat. An election was to be held in ninety days 
to permanently locate the seat of the county government. 

Then it was that Winfield began preparations 
for the election. It was the idea of Mr. Manning that 
if there were a building which Winfield could offer tine 
county as a place where the officers of the latter 
could meet, it would have much weight in determining a 
large number of votes. Immediately a plan for a log 
building was formed. The history of this building is 
significant for reasons that will appear later. We 
shall therefore give the story of it in full. 

Work was begun on the building right after the 
order of temporary organization. The settlers donated 
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the logs and gave their time to the erection of the 
exterior of the two story building. Pour men did a 1 
large part of the work, each building a corner, the 
corners being carefully and neatly dovetailed. It 
was a contest among them as to which should have the 
best corner. After the building was done which was 
in time to hold the election in it, there was a house 
warming when all the settlers came together for an 
old fashioned social time. The finished lumber which 
was necessary for the building was hauled from Emporia, 
Mr. Manning furnishing the money for this . The build-
ing was afterward used as a store and it will be known 
in history as the "Old Log Store". It was built with 
the understanding that the upper story be used as a 
court house until the county was ablo to build a struc-
ture of its own. It was used for school purposes, the 
first school in the county being held in it. It was 
also used as a place for public worship and social gath-
erings were frequently held in it. It was indeed a 
community building. It was moved from its original 
location in 1877 and in 1880 it burned. 

The election determined Winfield as the county 
seat, but the people of Arkansas City were still not 
satisfied. The county seat for their own town was 
given up because^ they were in the southwest corner of 
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the county, but some of them formed a town company 
which laid out a town site about the geographiacl 
center of the county. It has been charged that though 
it was impossible for Arkansas City to be the seat of 
the county government, her citizens wanted it to be loc-
ated as far from Winfield as possible. Petitions ask-
ing for the relocation of the county seat were success-
ful and an election was called for August 22 1871. 
There was a lively time in the county during the weeks 
preceding the election and the vote stood 721 for Win-
field and 523 for Tisdale, the name given the new 
town site. Illegal votes were charged with some ground, 
but it was also clear that a majority of the legal 
voters were in favor of Winfield and the matter was 
dropped. Tisdale was more nearly a real town then 
than it is today. This is typical of a number of places 
which made desperate efforts to become towns. Writing 
of this matter in a study of McPherson, Kansas, Walter 
Thompson says,"This shows the importance of political 
prestige to a country town. Nearly every county in 
central Kansas has one, and only one, first class town" . 
Cowley county is exceptional, but it is hoped that the 
development of the two — Winfield and Arkansas City, 
in the same county will become clear later. 

Winfield grew rapidly in numbers until 1874 
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when there was a decrease in population owing to the 
grasshopper invasion. Again in 1880 there was a de-
crease in which year as table I shows the population 
was 2,844. It became a city of the second class in 
1879. 

TABLE I 

Showing the comparative population figures for 
Winfield and Cowley county by ten year periods 
according to the U.S. Census reports. 

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 
Winfield 
Cowley county 

*Figure is for Winfield township, there being but 
a small number of people in the town at the time 
when the census was taken. 

*472 : 2,844 : 5,184 : 8,554: 6,760 : 
1,175 : 21,553 J 34,478 : 30,156i 31,990 : 
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CHAPTER III 

PURITY OF THE STOCK 

It has often been declared that the settlers 
of Cowley county were among the choice of the earth. Ih 
his autobiography Mr. Manning says,"The settlers of Win-
field and the county at large were an exceptionally in-
telligent and energetic class of people. Nearly every 
state in the Union was represented in its makeup and 
several foreign countries, but a large proportion of 
the new comers had a strain of New England blood in 
their veins that home of thrift and economy where 
they used to 1 cross their bees with lightening bugs 
so they could see to work by night1 |w Evidence of 
the sort of stock will be apparent as the development 
of the community is studied. For our present purpose, 
however, figures taken from the United States Census 
report are illuminating. Thus from the report of 1870 
we have the following: Total population of the county, 
1,175. Of these 1,094 were native Americans, eighty-
one having been born on foreign soil. More striking 
still is the fact that there were only 107 having one 
or both parents of foreign birth. Of the 1,094 natives 
only 138 were born within the state. Those claiming 
Ohio as their native state numbered 111; Illinois, 153} 
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Indiana, 159; Missouri, 52; Pennsylvania, 74$ Of 
the eighty-one of foreign birth, twenty-three were 
born in British America, fifteen in England and 
Wales, seven in Ireland, six in Scotland, twenty in 
Germany, two in Franee, six in Norway and Sweden 
and one in each Denmark and Switzerland. 

The same report shows the population of 
Winfield township to be 472, and of this number 439 
were natives, thirty-three foreign. There were no 
Negroes in the township. 

In September 1875 the Winfield Courier 
printed some interesting figures. The county at that 
time had a population of approximately nine thousand 
people. Of these 8,550 were born in the United States; 
in Germany, 91; in Ireland, 59; in England and Wales, 
75; in Scotland, 20; in Sweden, Norway and Denmark, 22; 
in France, 8} in British America, 119} and in countries 
not specifically stated, 5. There were 4,839 males 
and 4,124 females and 8,607 of these were born in Kan-
sas • Table II shows the states from the people came 
and the respective numbers. 
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T&BLE II 

Showing the states from which people came to Cowley 
county add the respective numbers. Taken from an 
issue of the Winfield Courier for September 1875. 

Alabama -—-—9 
Arkansas———57 
California -18 
Connecticut 14 
Colorado — — 7 
Georgia— -5 
Illinois -1891 
Indiana- 911 
Iowa-- -—1150 
Kentucky-—-—353 
Loui s a n a — — - 4 
Maine—-———-38 
Maryland— -8 
Massachusetts-18 

Michigan——142 
Minnesota— 89 
Mississippi—11 

Missouri— 

New Jersey 13 
New York 83 
North Carolina——25 
Oregon——-—-— -8 
Ohio -492 
Pennsylvania——125 
Rhode Island——-2 
Tennessee— —69 
Texas -50 
Vermont— 2 
V i r g i n i a — — 38 
West Virginia—-—-17 
Wisconsin- —191 

> 

Dist. of Colmbia 
and territories25 

New Hampshire——3 
Nevada — — — 1 0 
Nebraska-—-— 
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CHAPTER IV 
ECONOMIC BEGINNINGS 

In the previous chapters it has been our pur-
pose, first, to give the basis for our study and a few 
of the reasons for settlement in Cowley county. In the 
second place, a short early history of the settlements 
and a brief outline of the early period of development 
has been given. It is our purpose in the present chap-
ter and those which follow in this division to follow 
these early lines of development into their economic, 
cultural and social phases. 

There must be an economic basis for all settle-
ment. Even the Pilgrim fathers had they not found a 
soil to sustain them must all have perished. In the 
case of Cowley county settlers were attracted by the 
rich soil of the fertile valley. 

The first economic activity carried on in the 
county was small scale farming or it might more proper*, 
ly be termed gardening. Mr. Manning planted wheat on 
his forty acre tract in the fall of 1870, the first 
crop of the kind to be planted in the southern part 
of the state. As settlers came economic activity was 
increased greatly. In 1871 Dr. W.G. Graham put into 
operation on Timber creek north of Winfield a saw mill 
and it was no longer necessary for the settlers to 
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build log houses. Dr. Graham was also the first phy& 
sioian in the county, but there was not yet enough need 
for a doctor to demand all his time so he divided his 
attention between the practice of medicine and his saw 
mill. He had been a resident of Winfield continuously 
until January of the present year when his death occur*-
red in the city. 

Among the first business houses in Winfield 
wore a blacksmith shop opened late in 1870 by Max Shoed 
and a drug store opened about the same time by W.Z. 
Mansfield. These two places of business along with 
the grocery store owned by Mr. Manning made up the bus-
iness houses of Winfield for a short time. These in-
dustries repeal in a peculiar way the needs of pioneers. 

The first newspaper published in the county 
was the Cowley County Censor, the first number of 
which appeared August 27 1870. Two numbers had pre-
viously been printed at Augusta. The paper found it 
difficult to maintain itself so early in the develop-
ment of the country and it lived only seventeen monthB. 
The Winfield Messenger was established in January of 
1872 on the remains of the old Censor, but it also 
lived only a short time. These two papers were print-
ed on the first press that was brought into the Kansas 
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territory. It was known as the Meeker press because 
Jotham Meeker brought it to the state with him in 
1834 when he came as a missionary to the Ottawa Indians. 
In 1857 it became the property of S. Prouty of Bald-
win, who used it in the publication of the Freemen1 s 
Champion and the Neosho Valley Register. In an issue 
of the Champion of August 1857 this appears, "The press 
upon which the Champion is printed was brought into 
the territory by Rev. J. Meeker nearly twenty years 
ago, and was used by him to print books and tracts in 
the Ottawa language. It undoubtedly is the first 
press that ever migrated west of Missouri.n The press 
was afterward used at Lecompton and Cottonwood Falls, 
then it was taken to Cowley county. At present it is 
not definitely known where the press is. There has 
been some action, but unsuccessful, to place it among 
the historical archives of the state. It was a Seth-
Adams manufacture being oval it the top. There were 
twenty stars on it indicating that at the time it was 
made there were twenty states in the Union. The twenty-
first state was admitted in 1818. 

The first issue of the Winfield Courier appear-
ed on the first day of January 1873. In November 1875 
E.C. Manning became the editor of the paper and he con-
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tinued as its guiding power until August of 1877 when 
D.A. Millington bought the paper and became editor. In 
1880 near the end of our present period of study, E.P. 
Greer became associated with the paper and it has since 
been published under his editorial management. 

From these economic beginnings Winfield dev-
eloped. In January of 1873 the first issue of the 
Courier carried the advertisements of three hotels, 
four general merchandise stores, two furniture stores, 
two hardware stores, two drug stores, one millinery 
store, one livery stable, one restaurant, cards of 
four attorneys, two painters, one jeweler, one cobbler 
and two physicians. Table III shows something of the 
comparison of the industries carried on in the years 
1873 and 1914. 

In this list of enterprises the two banks 
which were doing business at the time are not mentioned. 
The first of these was established in January 1871 by 
J.C. Fuller. The bank which is now the First National 
Bank of Winfield was opened September 21 1872. Before 
this time life in the little town had been homogen-
eous in character. If there was a center of activity 
it was Fuller1 s bank. But now comes a competitor of 
this leading industrial institution. The inevitable 
result is a more heterogeneous life in the community. 
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In many towns two competing physicians are the center 
of organization for two rival factions. In other towns 
the newspapers take the leading places. In Winfield 
the banks were the principal characters. The important 
matter is that the group divides within itself. There« 
are too many people for the simple life which had before 
obtained. 



TABLE III 
Business and Industry in Winfield 

1873 1880 Present 
Time 

Hotels and boarding houses 3 5 12 General merchandise stores - 4 10 0 Department stores— 0 1 4 
Drug stores 2 3 8 
Restaurants--— 1 4 9 
Candy and ice cream stores— ~ 0 0 5 
Millinery stores— -- 1 2 5 
Hardware stores— — 4 6 
Furniture stores—— ~ 2 2 3 
Second hand stores — - — 1 4 
Attorneys cards — — - — • - 4 15 # 
Painters- - 2 5 * 
Jewelery and Music stores— — 1 1 5 
Cobblers- — — — - 1 2 4 
Physicians — 2 9 * 
Livery stables- -- 1 2 3 
Dentists——— — - — — a 1 9 
Music teachers—-—————— ~ - 0 2 * 
Meat markets-—- — — 0 2 10 
Carriage factory-—--—- - 0 0 1 
TayloB shops— — 0 1 4 
Lumber yards • — — 0 1 4 
Plumbers — — — — 0 1 
Bakeries— — — 5 
Implement s t o r e s - — — — 0 1 3 
Harness shops-—— 3 
Electric Shop 1 
Bicycle shops— — 2 
Picture shows— — 2 
Open ari theater—— - - 1 
Grocery stores— • - # # 12 
Blacksmith shops-—-—---—-—--« - 1 3 6 
Loan and Abstract companies 8 
Photographers — 1 4 
Launderies — 4 
Banks— — — 2 3 5 
Menfs furnishings stores-—-—.« 5 
Shining parlors—— 1 
Barber shops——-------- - 1 4 10 
Pool halls— — 7 
Spring water company— — 1 
Ice cream and dairy companies— 1 
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TABLE III (continued) 
1873 1880 Present 

Time 
Telephone exchanges——--- 1 
Garages—-— 5 
Dry goods and Ladies* Furnishings 2 
Art studios 1 
Nurseries-^ 2 
Brook manufacturers — 1 
Architectural and building companies-— 3 
Milling companies————— — 3 Ĥe-
Packing and produce companies— —- 2 
Ice manufactory and cold storage company--- 1 
Petroleum (organized to drill for oil and gas 

with local men interested) 1 
Marble works — — 2 
Natural gas company (branch of Wichita company)— 1 
Pop and bottling companies——- 1 
Paving and contract companies- — - — — 2 
Dealers in hides, furs, metals etc. — — — — 1 
Interurban company--———-—- 1 
Municipal water and light company-; 1 
Colleges 3 
Daily newspapers-——— — 2 
Other printing c o m p a n i e s - - — - — 2 

* Exact figures not obtained 
# In early periods were a part of the general 

merchandise stores 
One of the three not at present in operation. 
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CHAPTER V 

BEGINNINGS OF CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 

Although as was pointed out in the last chap-
ter, there must be an economic basis for all settlement, 
it is possible that the ideal of a people is not an 
economic one. So it is with the people of Winfield. 
In a personal letter to the writer, Mr. J.P. Short 
in answer to the direct question, "have economic, 
social, moral, or educational ideals been the dominant 
ones fcn the development of Winfield" says, HMy reply 
is education. Beginning soon after the organization 
of the county when Winfield had but two families on 
the town site, with two or three more on claims ad-
joining, a school supported by subscription was opened 
in the old log store and continued through the summer. 
I doubt if there is another town in the state that could 
make a like showing. When two years old and but a vil~ 
lage Winfield voted $5,000 in bonds drawing ten per 
cent, interest and built what was for that time a large 
stone building.H Says Mr. Manning in his autobiography, 
"As evidence of the import given to education, there 
were ninety-nine school districts and fifty-five school 
houses erected in the county as early as the summer 
of 1873". 
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Even allowing for what might be thought over 
statements on the part of these men on account of 
their enthusiasm for their own town, we must never-
theless come to the same conclusion reached by them. 
The history of education in Winfield will prove this 
point beyond a reasonable doubt. 

The first school session was held in the 
summer of 1870. The building for which bonds were 
voted in 1872 was adequate for only a short time, it 
being supplemented by a wood structure. After this 
the ward buildings were built, Bryant and Webster 
being the first. Soon after this Central building 
was again enlarged and at the end of the period 
there were twenty-four school rooms in the city. 

In 1879 there were 510 childron in Winfield 
of school age. The enrollment was 585 and the aver-
age attendance was 230. These figures form an inter-
esting item of comparison with those in table VI. 

Churches also were established early in the 
townfs history. The Methodist organization of Winfield 
is the oldest in the county, the date of its beginning 
being May 1870. Rev. B.C. Swarts brought about the 
organization with three members, one of these being a 
probationer. By September the membership had increased 
to ten, and it was decided to ereot a building which 
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was accomplished by May 1871, one year from the date 
of the earliest organization. The Winfield town com-
pany gave the lot upon which the building was erected, 
and Dr. Graham, one of the first three members, donated 
the lumber. The rest of the material for the frame 
structure was furnished by the church, the labor also 
being done by the members. The first regular pastor 
was appointed in March 1871, Rev. J.C. Smith receiving 
the commission. In 1878 the Methodists built a lime-
stone structure costing $7,500, which was said to be 
at the time, "the most spacious and imposing structure 
in southern Kansas" . It was declared to have a seat-
ing capacity of one thousand. The membership two 
years later than this was 285. 

The Baptist organization of Winfield was 
effected in November of 1870 with eleven members. 
Rev. Winfield S. Scott, then pastor of the Baptist 
church at Leavenworth, Kansas, was present helping to 
perfect the organization. Winfield received its name 
honoring his christian name. He promised that if the 
town be given the name of Winfield, he would aid in 
securing the money with which to erect a Baptist 
church. The building was completed in the spring of 
1872 and true to his promise, Rev. Scott aided in 
clearing it of debt. The church prospered and increased 
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rapidly in membership, in 1880 the number of comnmni-
cants being 160. 

As early as 1872 Presbyterian services were 
held in the town, the first organization being effected 
in January of 1875 with eighteen charter members. A 
church building was erected and eddicated in 1877, the 
same building having been used by the congregation 
until 1915. By 1880 the membership of this church had 
reached 225. 

Services were held in the city by Christian 
(Disciple) ministers in 1871, and in September of 
1872 the people of this faith organized themselves 
into a church society. A building was erected near 
where the Southern Kansas station is now. By 1880 
the church had grown to approximately eighty members. 

According to the best authority obtainable 
the first Episcopal organization in the town has its 
date in 1871 but the exact time could not be determined. 
A church building was not erected until 1888. The 
membership in 1880 was ten. 

The exact date of the first organization of the 
Roman Catholic church in Winfield could not be ascer-
tained nor the date when the first building was com-
pleted. The second and present church edifice was 
built in 1887. The membership during the early years 
could not be ascertained. 
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The total membership of the churches of the 
town in 1880 was approximately 950. The population at 
this time as will be noted in the tables was 2,844. 

Another matter which seems to re«eal the cul~ 
tural ideals of a people was the beginning of tree cul-
ture in Winfield. Mr. Manning was several times elected 
to the state legislature, and on one of his trips to 
Topeka he noticed in the street gutter after a rain 
a large number of seeds of maple trees. He secured a 
small sack from a grocery store which he filled with 
the seeds. He planted them in a small field in Win-
field and advised the people to get the saplings and 
plant them along the streets and in their yards. Mr. 
Millington took up the idea of many trees for the town 
and studied the question of city gardening and tree 
culture. He wrote and lectured on the subject and as 
a result Y/infield "the forest city" is not a misnomer. 
At first there were trees only along the streams. 

The beginnings of the development which 
Winfield has had along musical lines are also to be 
found in this early period. The issue of the Courier 
for January 11 1873 contains the announcement of the 
organization of the Silver Cornet Band "in spite of the 
absence of several old members." Weekly serenades were 
to be given. Later in the period are found notices 
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of the election of officers of the organization. Win-
field also boasted of one of the best vocalists and 
voice teachers of the state, Mrs. Phoebe Roberts whose 
home is still in the city. Near the end of the period 
there is notice of the formation of an amateur dramatic 
association, and the Courier for January 25 1879 con-
tains the announcement of the election of officers for 
the second year. Thus were the beginnings of Winfield* B 
cultural activities. 

TABLE IV 

Showing the comparative figures of church member-
ship and population of the town by ten year periods . 

Population 
of town 
Church 

Membership 

* Winfield township 
** The church membership figures are approximate 

since it was impossible to secure exact figures 
from three of the organizations. 

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 
#472 2,844 5,184 5,554 6,700 

20 950 1,632 2,165 *#3,280 
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CHAPTER VI 

EARLY SOCIAL LIFE IN WINFIELD 

The social life of the during these first 
years of Winfield*s history has been hinted at. The 
housewarming after the completion of the log store has 
bean mentioned. Requested by one of the newspapers of 
the town to write the story of the first Christmas of 
Winfield, Mr. J.P. Short, one of the men who took part 
in the festivities of this first yule-tide celebration, 
reveals the life of the tim«. A part of his story is 
as follows:-

"The first Christmas in Winfield after the 
town appeared on the map, was in the year 1870. At 
that time the population was about 150, most of them 
were young men and unmarried; there were no old people 
and but few children. About a dozen buildings were on 
the main street with a few small houses further back 
and more were being built. Many people lived in wagons, 
tents and in dugouts on the river banks. Many of the 
store keepers lodged and many cooked their meals in tbe 
store buildings. Anything that had a roof was full 
of people." 

"At those times more than a dozen men could 
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be found sleeping on the floor of the printing office 
of the town*s first newspaper over the log store; while 
across the street in the townfs first hotel, the Wal-
nut Valley house, built and conducted by the writer, 
on stormy nights after the beds and floor were full 
of people, the surplus sleepers were hung on hooks — so 
'twas said." 

"We had to furnish our own amusements, which 
consisted mostly of dancing. When a store room was 
completed it was generally dedicated with a dance, 
though often there was preaching in the same by some 
travelling preacher who might happen along, the congre-
gation sitting on the planks among the shavings in 
the unfinished buildings. I recall the Rev. Winfield 
Scott, for whom this town was named, holding such ser-
vices in the hotel building about the time of its com-
pletion.w 

"These dedication dances were very informal 
but enjoyable affairs. On a certain November day, 
when the floor ©f a small store room was neatly laid, 
the owner sent out word, to the boys to get busy and 
hit the light fantastic toe that night in his building. 
Dark candles were sought with which to light the room. 
Kerosene was seventy-five cents per gallon and little 
used. It was found that the few stores were out of 
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candles and Douglass, the nearest town having them, 
was twenty miles away. Did they declare the dance 
off? They did not I These young pioneeBs were resource-
ful. Buffalo tallow was plenty, so a quantity was 
melted into tin basins strips of cotton cloth twisted 
into the melted tallow, and when hardened and lit they 
gave some light 

Christmas was approaching and it was decided 
to hold a dance in a building that was being completed 
on a part of v/hat is now the Dauber block. Of the 
people who danced, Mr. Short has this to say, "Of these 
pioneers many came from graduation in eastern colleges, 
law and medical schools, but the majority were graduates 
of that then greatest of universities, fthe little red 
school house1—these days rather contemptuously looked 
down upon by many — being therefore especially fitted 
to work and build up a new country. Then, there were 
no laid out roads and not a light vehicle in the town. 
People got around in farm wagons and on ponies. Most 
men owned a Texas or an Indian pony which cost from 
ten to twenty dollars. There were few young ladies in 
town and on Christmad afternoon many young men could be 
seen riding one pony and leading another with a side 
saddle, going out into the country to get a girl for 
the ball. The ladies did not wear puffs, rats or 
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decollette gowns. As was the custom all the men wore 
boots and paper collars and some wore whiskers. There 
being no elaborate toilets or complexions to make up 
all came early and long before eight o'clock came the 
call, 1 salute jraur partner* and the dance was on." 

"At these dances there were no wall flowers; 
\ 

girls were too scarce. They could pick and choose but 
never turned a man down. Apparently the young lawyer 
or graduate, the hands from Bartlowfs saw mill, the boys 
from Baxter Springs cattle trail or from out on the 
claims all looked good to them. I have in mind a young 
lady, now a grandmother, who boasted of having danced 
with every man in the bunch and several,times with many 
of them." 

"Though these dances were held on the frontier 
and dancing is not supposed to be very elevating there 
was never any disorder. Red liquor was to be had, but 
there was none in evidence. It remained for these days 
of higher (?) civilization when men*s idea of a good 
time is a keg party." 

"Most of the men in town or on claims in the 
country, *kept batch1, did their own cooking — which 
lacked a good deal of being like mother's — > and lived 
principally on buffalo meat, hog and hominy, with an 
occasional mess of string dried apples, or later on 



became sorghum lappers." 
"Among the pioneers there were no very nor no 

very poor. All were on a level and came here to better 
their condition, to get in on the ground floor and 
grow up with the country. In time many reached the top 

"People from New England, New York and Penn-
sylvania were much in evidence, bhouth a great major-
ity came from the states further west with a sprinkling 
from the south" 

"Though most of the land was settled before 
being surveyed and later there was discord abotit 
lines and lands, it was all settled peacefully. Unlike 
the early settlement of Oklahoma, there were no hired 
affadavit makers, no shooting. As a whole they were 
a high grade people"« 

"But I see that I am wandering from my subject 
like most old men I am inclined to get garrulous. Soma 
readers may also add senile." 

Thus we have quoted at length from the story 
of Mr. Short because he gives a complete and detailed 
picture of the early life of the community much better 
than is possible for one who has been ushered into the 
world of affairs some time since the pioneer days were 
past. Mr. Short in his story also unconsciously por-
trays the typical man of his day, and the alert reader 
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will hardly miss his rich insinuations. 
A characteristic feature of the life of the 

time was the friendliness of the entire population. 
Everybody in the town and community was a friend and 
neighbor to everybody else. Probably the closer people 
livê i the more friendly they were and the more the fam* 
ilies would intercommunicate. Practically all the 
social life of the time consisted of functions to which 
all were invited. The dances described at length prove 
this statement if there were no other examples. But 
there were several great Fourth of July celebrations in 
the early years. An issue of the Courier for January 
11 1875 contains the following:-"Winfield celebrated 
the holidays in grand old style. The feast of pleasure 
for old and young was the result of a great amount of 
labor, could not be surpassed by country where society 
is so diversified as in Kansas, combining the eccentric 
manners and customs of every state, we are thrown to-
gether promiscuously, commingling though strangers to 
each other in manners". 

But,as is revealed in the same issue of the 
paper, a differentiation is beginning to appear. The 
story is told of a party of amusement seekers who spent 
an evening in 'dancing, singing and general amusement1. 
The population is becoming too complex for the entire 
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number to meet in all the social functions. There came 
to be choice of associates and people were passing by 
their next door neighbor to find their best friends. 
No definite time can be set for this change. It came 
as it does everywhere as a gradual evolution. Differ-
ent churches were beginning their organizations and 
although to some of their social all were invited, to 
others they were not. The Courier in its issue for 
June 10 1875 announces a joint ice cream and straw-
berry festival given by the ladies of the Presbyterian 
and Congregational churches. Lodges were instituted 
and held their regular meetings. The Masonic order of 
Winfield dates its beginning in the early part of 1872. 
Others were organized soon after. Thus is apparent the 
growth in differentiation and selection. The coming of 
a second and third banks has been noted. The growth 
of the schools and churches has been taken account of. 
It is all a part of the same evolution and development. 
More and more as the town grew,more and more small 
groups within the one larger group were formed until 
at the end of the period of which we write, even thou$i 
the railroad had not yet made a city of the town, the 
pioneer period was past. 



PART II 

PERIOD OF GROWTH 1880 — 1903 
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CHAPTER I 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

In a "book by Small and Vincent, "An Introduc-
tion to the Study of Sociology" when discussing pion-
eer life they give expression to the following:-
*"Types of organization represent possibly centuries 
of growth, are at once transferred to the frontier. 
In a sense it is true that a western town begins at 
the point which an eastern town has reached." While 
this is obviously true in some respects it falls far 
short of revealing the real situation. The frontier 
must inevitably be an isolated place until modern 
methods of communication make it a part of the ourside 
world. Advancement has come about through the contact 
of mind with mind and the intercommunication of human 
beings. It follows that within certain limits the 
greater the diversity of the human element, the greater 
and more rapid advance and development should there be. 
The frontier place is handicapped, then, to the extent 
that it is shut off from the contact of and communica-
tion with the world at large. The influence of the set-
tlers within the town is of more importance since there 
is little or no outside influence. This fact allows 

* page 123 
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the infifruence of an early settler who is a leader to be 
more vital for the entire history of the the town than 
would otherwise be possible. This accounts in a measure 
for the very great mark left upon Winfield by some of 
her early leaders. 

Winfield1s first railroad came in 1879. Bonds 
had been voted and the people of the town had tried for 
several years to induce some company to build a road 
to or through the city. To say that there was no com-
munication with the outside world up to this time 
would be an exaggeration for the population of the town 
was increasing all the time through new settlers coming 
in. This was an important way of adding new and diverse 
elements. There were several stage lines and there was 
daily mail by coach from Wichita; daily mail by hack 
line from the railroad at Florence; tri-weekly mail 
from Wellington; and tri-weekly mail from Independence. 
Some of the settlers also made regular trips to the 
nearby towns, and an important matter in this connection 
is the fact that all salable products were hauled to 
Wichita. And yet a large proportion of the people 
never were in direct with persons outside the city 
limits. This is what makes the coming of the railroad 
an important matter. The first road was the Santa Fe 
which built its line from Wichita. Others soon fol-
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lowed, the road that ie now the Southern Kansas, a 
branch of the Santa Fe, was built through the county 
in 1880 • The Frisco line came in 1885 and the Missouri 
Pacific in 1886. The ElDorado branch of the Santa Fe 
was completed in 1883. 

These roads undoubtedly did a great deal to 
change the town, although it was a city of twenty-
five hundred people before the first railway was con-
structed through it# Probably the greatest change whibh 
it brought about was the manner i£ which the crops of 
the county were handled. An issue of the Courier dur-
ingthe year 1879 says, "Any day a hundred or more teams 
and wagons loaded with wheat could be counted, passing 
over the road between here and Wichita". A large num-
ber of teamsters and drivers were put out of business 
with the coming of the railroad. The crops came to 
Winfield as the shipping point rather than going to 
Wichita. With the coming of each new road was opened 
an important new commercial territory, either a market 
for Ytfinfield's products or furnishing important imports, 
or both. 

The period is important for some other econ-
omic developments. A severs drought came in 1880 and 
the population of the county was less by two thousand 
than it was in 1879. But after 1882 there was gradual 
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and steady growth "until 1886 when the boom spirit spread 
over the entire country and there was rapid growth in 
every direction. The boom period ended in 1889 and 
the population figures for 1890 shows 6,555, a decrease 
of exactly of 989 people in one year. (Figures from 
the state Agricultural report). 

The period of depression did not last long 
as must necessarily be the case with a country capable 
of supporting a larger population than it possesses. 
The growth was rather slow, however, until 1894 when 
there came another period of depression and the fig-
ures show a decrease of form 6,115 to 5,051 and still 
further decreases in the two following years, 4,610 
and 4,455 being the figures for 1896 and 1897 repect-
ively. Then began a steady and rather rapid increase 
which lasted until the panic year of 1907. At the end 
of the present period the figures show that there were 
somewhat more than seven thousand people living in the 
city. (It is to be noted in this connection that the 
figures of the state Agricultural report and the U.S. 
Census report do not agree. It is a difficult matter 
to determine which are the more nearly accurate since 
thero has been some complaint by Winfield citizens in 
regard to the methods of the U.S. enumerators.) 

There were a number of industries added during 
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the period. The state agricultural report for 1882 
lists the manufacturing interests of Winfield as follows:-
"Carriage factory; capital, $1000; product $30,000: found-
ry, capital $3000; product, $2500: two furniture factories, 
capital $4000; product $6000: machine works, capital, 
$5500; product $3500© tannery, capital $5000; no pro-
duct reported. In these establishments 113 hands find 
employment, and a capital of $151,500 is invested." 

Economic growth during the period is evident. 
In 1882 a flouring mill was established where the Baden-
Vilm Mill is now. In 1889 it was bought and remodeled 
by J.P. Baden, who made the plant into one of the most 
efficient in Kansas, the annual pay roll aggregating 
$>27,000 and the sum of 000 was expended annually 
for grain. 

On June 7 1886 a franchise was granted the 
Union Street Railway company and cars drawn by mules 
were soon in operation. These continued in operation 
until after the close of the present period. The enter** 
prise -united the town in a way it had not known before. 
It made for a more frequent meeting of a good many of 
the citizens, therefore greater development within the 
group was possible. 

The event of most farreaching effect, however, 
came with the decision as to the location of the Santa 
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Fe shops in the southern part of the state. In this 
connection Colonel W.P. Hackney, one of Winfield1 s 
most prominent citizens and one of the very able 
attorneys of the state, comes to the foreground. He 
was the attorney for the Santa Fe, and it had been 
agreed that the division point for the road should be 
at Winfield, when their lines from the east, from the 
north and from the northwest should be completed. 
This alone if there were no other interests would make 
a town. When the road from Douglass was completed, the 
company purchased the level land in the bend of the 
west side of the river and $115 per acre for the loca-
tion of the shops. Later the directors of the road 
wanted to purchase land lying around Winfield for 
speculative purposes. But there was no land to be had. 
North, south, east, west or in the intermediate dir-
ections the land was either tied up in such a way as 
to make its sale impossible ot it was owned by someone 
who would not sell even though much more than the 
actual value of the land was offered. The plan for 
speculation in land having failed the directors of the 
Santa Fe still agreed to carry out their -understanding 
with Winfield if the city would turn over to them fran-
chises for the city water, gas, electric lighting sys-
tem and street railways. Mr. Hackney presented the 
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matter to the oity council and urged to accept the 
offer of the company arguing that if their wishes were 
complied with a large city would be the inevitable re-
sult, while otherwise simply a town would be the pro-
bability. The members of the council agreed that this 
was so, but they thought there was little of the rail-
road company refusing to place the shops at Winfield 
even though the requests were not granted. Mr. Hackney 
in telling the story to the writer said:-HThe first 
National Bank officials and their friends wanted the 
water works, the Winfield National Bank officials and 
their friends wanted the gas and electric light works, 
and the Farmers Bank and friends wanted the street 
railway and they said the land had been bought for the 
division point, and Mr. A.A. Robinson, vice-president 
and general manager of the road, was an honorable man, 
and he and his associates .were just trying to get some-
thing for nothing and the town people were going to 
have it themselves. The result was that the Mayor and 
council refused me for them, the franchises for those 
things." 

Winfield people soon received the news that 
the division points had been located at Wellington and 
Arkansas City. Then seven Winfield men, Mr. Hackney 
among them, made a trip to Boston, taking with them 
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five hundred dollars each in money and a draft each for 
ten thousand dollars. They met the Kansas directors 
of the road and others of influence and began bidding 
for the division point for Winfield. They finally 
offered $300,000. The seven drafts they had with them 
for ten thousand dollars each were to be left as a 
forfeit, and the men agreed to come home and raise 
the balance of the $300,000. The proposition was con-
sidered several days but was finally refused because 
as the directors said, "they had invested so much mon-
ey themselves and had induced their friends to invest 
so much money at Arkansas City and Wellington that it 
might involve them in great litigation". Mr. Hackney 
concludes his story as follows: "Thus we lost the di-
vision points ofi the Santa Pe railroad and thus were 
we hoist on our own petard. While it did not do Ark-
ansas City and Wellington as much good as was antici-
pated, yet if that original contract with the Santa Fe 
officials and myself had been carried out, Winfield 
today would be larger than Wichita, because at that 
time railroad influence was hostile to Wichita and 
friendly to us." 

The three banks built the city improvements, 
taking the franchises that they wanted. Says Mr. Hack-
ncy in regard to this, "The First National Bank and its 
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friends built the water works and got out of it just 
in time to save its face. The Winfield National Bank 
officials built the gas and electric works and those 
who then controlled them went out of business. The 
Farmer1s Bank officials and their friends built the 
street car line and they went out of business, and 
Winfield and her three bank and their friends nearly 
all went out of business." 

This came in 1888, all of the franchises being 
disposed of to eastern financial firms. Appearances 
were kept up, however, until the next year. For in-

W 

stance this appeared in the Courier in 1888:^ "The 
Winfield water company last evening completed the sale 
of its splendid water works plant to H.M. Payson and 
Company, bankers of Portland, Maine. These gentlemen 
are extensive investors all over the country and have 
had their eye on Winfield1 s water works for some time. 
They investigated and found the plant to be first class 
and a solid, paying investment. And thus is 
planted in Winfield a large amount of eastern capital; 
and thms is shown the confidence of capitalists in 
Winfield." As shown above, the crisis came in 1889, 
the population figures for 1890 showing a large decrease. 

Throughout the period and up to the present 
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time there was economic growth as the needs of the pop-
ulation on account of its increasing numbers made,not 
only possible, but necessary. Stores were added and 
enlarged as the need arose. The nursery business was 
begun in Winfield during the period and it has had a 
steady growth. Real estate firms increased in number 
and activity. Department stores took the place of 
general merchandise stores. A popular news stand became 
a place for gossip among the men and a distributing 
point for the local and metropolitan newspapers. A 
book store was started early in the period, showing 
something of the importance of educational matters in 
the town. 
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CHAPTER II 
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 

Important as has been the economic progress of the 
period of development of Winfield, the educational and 
cultural activities again seem to us to repeal the ideals 
of the people. The self satisfied attitude which vir-
tually says, MThe railroad will put its shops here 
even though we make no concossions11, lost for the people 
of the town the opportunity of bringing to themselves 
a city. But so far ag we have been able to determine 
no opportunity for educational or cultural development 
was even missed. 

The public schools grew steadily and rapidly^ 
The High School became a factor in this period, the 
enrollment in the year 1889 being approximately sev-
enty-five. By 1900 the record gives the number of 
students in the secondary school as 180, although in 
1903 there were only 155. ^he temporary decrease just 
preceding the close of our present period precedes the 
beginning of a period of remarkable growth. 

Two exceptional opportunities offered them-
selves during the period. The first of these began 
to appear in 1883 when there was organized a Southwest 
Kansas Conference of the Methodist Church. The first 
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conference session was held in March 1883. Baker Uni-
versity had been founded since 1857. Soon the new con-
ference of Methodists began to feel that a college of 
their own within the district could be supported and 
was necessary. In 1885 at the conference session there 
was appointed a board of trustees and a committee on 
location. A proposition for the location for the coll-
ege was received from Winfield, Hutchinson, Wichita and 
one or two other towns. On account of the excellent 
location and liberality of the offer of the Winfield 
business men the Winfield proposition was accepted. 

Winfield offered to give the church forty 
acres of land, donations of stone, liamber and other 
material for the buildings; twenty thousand dollars 
in cash and twenty thousand dollars in ten annual 
installments of two thousand each. Besides this, Win-
field citizens gave $26,000 of the $100,000 endowment 
fund. In an interview Mr. W.C. Robinson, who was in-
strumental in bringing the college to Winfield, said 
to the writer, "We practically built what is now North 
Hall and turned it over to the church for a college" . 
Other towns were not too friendly because of the loca-
tion of the college at Winfield, and for a number of 
years ther8 came no support from these places. This 
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mad© the matter of existence a difficult one during 
the early years. At one time all these connected 
with it except one man gave up. The furniture was 
being down town to be sold at auction. When Mr. Rob-
inson learned of the affair he ordered that those who 
had hauled the furnishings down return with them. He 
assumed a part of the debt and made it possible for the 
work of the college to continue. Before the end of 
the period Southwestern College was an important factor 
in the life of the town. It had reached the enrollment 
of well over three hundred, most of the students com-
ing to Winfield for work during nine months of the 
year. 

In 1886 a charter was secured for the Win-
field Chatauqua Assembly, an institution that was to 
wield a greater influence among all classes of the 
people of the town than any other. Says an article in 
the Winfield Courier in ragard to the Assembly, "Among 
the institutions that our city has originated and fos-
tered none has brought it into more favorable or given 
it a more enviable name among the cities of Kansas". 
The promoters were business men of the town who formed 
a stock company, the shares to se&l for ten dollars 
each. It was necessary before there was a sound fin-
ancial basis for each to pay a second time for the 
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amount of stock he had taken. A little later it was 
necessary for forty of the business men to sign notes 
for seventy-five dollars each. It finally, however, 
became a paying proposition. The first session was 
held in June 1887 and every summer since there has been 
a session of form eight to ten days in length. The 
attendance has grown steadily and more and more as tira 
went by Winfield citizens showed a growing interest 
in the project. Many of the great figures in public 
life have visited Winfield through the office of the 
chatauqua. The Chatauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle is an important part of the work of the assembly 
and one which has had great influence upon the people 
who enter the classes. It has been called "the college 
of the people of all ages". Through this department 
the chatauqua is not a ten*«day-a~yaar affair. The 
classes usually meet once each week during the fall 
and winter months. 

In the spring of 1894 was completed the build-
ing which is occupied by St. Jobn!s College. This 
building was erected at the instance of J.P. Baden, 
who furnished all the means for the building and its 
equipment. Mr. Baden was closely connected with affairs 
in Winfield for a number of years. Something of his 
connection with economic matters has been noted. The 
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Lutheran church in the city bears his name. His great 
monument, however, is St. Joh^s College. Classes were 
held before the building was ready for occupancy, in 
1893 there being two processors and twelve students. 
The institution has steadily grown until today the 
number of students is near the hundred mark. Luther-
an# from many parts of the country are in attendance. 

The latest college organized in Winfield is 
the College of Music which had its beginning in 1899. 
Beginning with a small number of people in attendance, 
the school has gradually grown. In 1900 there was a 
graduating class of nine ladies and today the enroll-
ment is near the four hundred mark. A very large per-
centage of the students are Winfield young men and 
women. 

Another institution which has made for the 
cultural development of Winfield is what for a number 
of years was known as the Caman Military Band. Under 
the leadership of Professor W.H. Caman the band was 
organized in 1895 out of former parts of similar mus-
ical organizations. From the first the venture was a 
success, the members being business men who gave their 
spare time to the study of music. For a time Winfield 
boasted the best band in the west, and today the orgai>-
ization ranks high among the bands of the state. 
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CHAPTER III 

DEVELOPMENT OF ASSOCIATION 

In the preceding chapters it has been noted 
from time to time that there were associational groups 
of people. In pioneer life association is very essen-
tial to the welfare of the group. In such situations 
there is often exchange of work, the community living 
together much as if it were a big family. Thus within 
the first year the settlement of a contested claim 
was made by a meeting of the settlers of the community. 
Associational life in Winfield was also shown in the 
story of the building of the log store. It was noted 
also how at first this group was homogeneous and 
addition of other and more diverse elements was traced 
briefly. 

Association and intercommunication within 
the group give to the town its distinctive character. 
Association through various means with the outside 
world made the town like other towns and the people 
reflect the type of the larger group rather than a 
type common only to the one town. Means and methods 
of local intercommunication and association have been 
casually and briefly noted. Says Professor Cooley 
in his book, Social Organization,*wBy communication 
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is meant the mechanism through which human relations 
exiBt and develop, including expression of the face, 
attitude and gesture, tones of the voice, printing, 
telegraphs and telephones." It is obvious, then, that 
any means by which people are brought together in a 
group are an aid to communication. Besides the soc-
ializing agencies mentioned above, some of the import 
tant ones in Winfield were the school, church, sunday-
school, lodge meetings, street cars which allowed more 
frequent visits among a certain class, especially the 
women, the colleges, their various organizations and 
social functions, musical organizations, city Y.M.C.A. 
whose building was completed in 1902, and business 
affairs which are carried on largely through contact 
with people -- customers, employes, wholesalers and 
competitors. 

The story of tho coming of the telephone is 
interesting in this connection. An exchange was 
installed in Winfield during the late months of 1901 
with two hundred subscribers. By January 1903 there 
were 460. At this time also the first rural line was 
about to bo completed, but there was such a demand for 
extension of the lines in Winfield that rural work 
was postponed. At first there was connection only 
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with Arkansas City and a few points in Oklahoma. But 
in June 1903 this appeared in the Courier, "The Win-
field telephone company has telephone connections with 
Chatauqua and Montgomery counties and immediate communi-
cation may be had with Coffeyville, Independence, Caney, 
Peru, Sedan, and all the small stations along the Miss-
ouri Pacific". The business has grown, at the present 
time a house without a telephone in Winfield is the 
exceptional one. The country also is bound together 
by a net work of telephone wires. The activities of 
the people have been greatly changed by the conscious-
ness that distance communication is possible, and the 
telephone is one of the very important means of commun-
ication, not only within the town, but also with the 
world outside. 

The political history of the community is 
also a story of association of men with men and an 
indirect contact with the outside world. The city has 
ordinarily been republican, but not always. City and 
county elections afford local communication and conflict 
both of whibch tend to develop the community feeling. 
National and state elections make the small town feel 
that it is a part of a larger whole and bring it in 
contact with matters of importance outside its own 
narrow confines. This function is one which belongs to 
political activity everywhere. Winfield is no exception 



64 

politics being the usual factor in the community. 
Newspapers deserve special mention as soc-

ializing agencies since they do more than any other 
one factor,except the actual contact of the people, 
to develop the community feelijjg. In fact they often 
take the place of actual contact with other people. 
Newspapers weld together a community as no other in-
fluence can. The newspaper files of Winfield publi-
cations show that this their principal function was 
not understood by them, in the early days. They have, 
however, become more and more awake to the fact and at 
present are filling their office better than any time 
in the past. A notable instance of how the sentiment 
of the town can be united by a newspaper is the fact 
that in 1880 when an amendment to the state constitu-
tion bringing about prohibition for the commonwealth 
was before the people, Mr. Millington, then editor of 
the Courier, advocated the proposed amendment with the 
result that Cowley gave a larger vote for prohibition 
according to the population than any other county of 
the state. 

This same spirit was carried into the period 
when joint smashing became popular in Kansas. Probably 
a greater cause actions of the Winfield people at this 
time, however, was the knowledge of what was going on 
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at other places in Kansas. Carrie Nation was waging 
her bitter campaigns against the saloon. Winfield 
people were dissatisfied because there were joints in 
their town. The issue of the Weekly Industrial Free 
Press for February 13 1901 tells the story of the raid 
against one of the joints. "Winfield has caught the 
joint wrecking spirit^ runs the story, "and the tem-
perance folks declare they will never cease their work 
so long as a joint remains in Winfield" . It tells of 
the hundred men and women who met at the Baptist church 
before the raid. "There were several ministers and a 
number of college students in the meeting. Some wanted 
to smash immediately; others wanted to give the jointists 
warning and a few days to close up. A compromise re-
sulted in a raid on Schmidt fs place on South Main as a 
lesson to others. There were guns and axes and hatchets 
and pieces of wagon tongues and baseball bats. A queer 
little army of fanatics, no doubt you will say. But 
let law breakers and constitution defiers beware of 
just such an army. It is the army of outraged public 
opinion. The smashers were wholly victorious. They 
smashed the doors and windows and then feel upon the 
contents of the building. They hardly left a piece of 
that joint big enough for a souvenir." Winfield citi-
persisted until every joint was driven out of town. 
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Newspapers published outside the town also 
have been and are a great factor in the development of 
the feeling that the community is a part of a larger 
unit. Other important means of communication with the 
outside world are travellers in and out of the town, 
new settlers who bring with them ideas obtained else-
where, telephone and telegraph, and communication by 
mail. 

One of the interesting phases of the inter-
action between towns is shown by a brief comparative 
study of the three towns, Winfield, Wellington and 
Arkansas City. W.C. Robinson when asked if it was a 
good thing to have two towns, Winfield and Arkansas 
City in the county replied, "it is a good thing for 
the county, but there is some question as to whether 
it has been good for either town". After a little 
reflection he continued, "It probably has been well, 
not only for the county, but an incentive to greater 
efforts for growth on the part of each of the towns. 
For example, Wellington is the only town in Sumner 
county and it is as good a town as either of the ones 
in this county. The rivalry existing between Winfield 
and Arkansas City has been a factor in the development 
of each and without it neither of them would be what it 
is today. At the present time, since we are connected 
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by our interurban line, Winfield and Arkansas City are 
practically one town.11 There has been a healthy riv-
alry between the two towns, the view expressed by Mr. 
Robinson being very largely true. Economically Sum-
ner county is on an equal with Cowley. That* there 
may not have been other elements which made for the 
development of only one town in Sumner will not be 
denied nor affirmed. The writer has not studied the 
question and does not know. The statement of Mr. 
Robinson is given here simply to be taken for what it 
is worth, but it is obvious that the personal factor 
has been one of the essential ones in the development. 
That the same factor has been vital in other towns is 
hardly to be doubted. It seems likely, then, that the 
development of one town in a county may be an inspir-
ation to the citizens of another town to put forth 
special effort to bring about growth. Table V shows 
the comparative growth of the population of the three 
places. 

There is also to be noted in this connection 
a differentiation within the town. I refer to a part 
of the Fifth ward known as College Hill where are loc-
ated Southwestern and St. Johnfs Colleges. The in-
fluence of Southwestern has been the larger factor in 
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TABLE V 
Showing the comparative population figures since 1894 
given by the State Agricultural Reports. 

1S94 
Arkansas 
City 
7,120 

Winfield 
6,115 

Wellington 
4,652 

1895 6,904 5,031 3,657 
1896 5,633 4,610 3,375 
1897 6,578 4,455 3,158 
1898 6,940 5,957 3,637 
1899 7,219 5,727 4,159 
1900 7,423 6,059 4,346 
1901 7,045 6,571 4,406 
1902 7,058 6,690 4,322 
1905 7,061 7,173 4,405 
1904 7,124 7,758 4,384 
1905 7,634 7,845 4,402 

1906 7,991 7,849 4,560 

1907 8,116 8,094 5,067 

1908 6,665 5,990 5,350 

1909 7,224 7,424 6,786 

1910 8,342 7,475 7,315 

1911 8,110 7,698 6,694 

1912 7,917 7,677 6,302 

1913 7,667 7,659 
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makI4g Hill a different sort of place". Here 
practically all the rosidents are Methodists and here 
is located the second Methodist church of the town. It 
became a separate organization in 1889, a few of the 
members of First church of the same denomination break-
ing away, this being the beginning of Grace Methodist 
church. The first services were held in the colloge 
buildings, but in a few years a separate brick struc-
ture was erected* The membership at the beginning of 
the present year (1914)!was 565. 

College Hill is the center of Methodism for 
the Southwest Kansas Conference. Many retired ministers 
find it a good place to "end their days". The college 
element is largely dominant even to the extent that one 
or both of the city co-uncilmen are members of the 
faculty. To show that it is a somewhat separate com-
munity in the city an extract from a news story from 
one of the early 1914 issues of the Southwestern Coll-
egian, the college paper, is quoted:- "fWatch College 
Hill win * was the slogan adopted by the College Hill 
improvement League at a meeting at Grace church Friday 
afternoon. The following officers were elected: Profess-
or, president; H.H. Wilson, vice-president; Professor 
Ida Capen Fleming, secretary-treasurer. The committee 
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or. organization composed of President F.E. MoBsman, Prof-
essor H.L. Latham, Rev. R.L. George, Rev. T.P. Hales 
and J.A. Carlisle reported a constitution which was 
read and adopted. The purpose of the League as stated 
in the constitution fis to make the college hill sec-
tion more sightly and a better place to live1." 

In the history of the race man first came to 
self consciousness through contact with his fellow 
human beings. In the life of the individual self con-
sciousness is brought about by communication in one or 
more of its forms with another or other persons, this 
ordinarily taking place within the family group. Con-
sciousness is put on a broader basis and experience 
is broadened through contact with a larger group than 
the immediate family, with playmates, the neighbor-
hood, town group and finally the individual is brought 
to consciousness of himself as a part of the state, 
nation and even of the world. The development of the 
individual is part of the same process which develops 
the group. They are different aspects 6f the same thing. 
When these facts are understood the significance of 
the development of communication is obvious. 



PART III 

PERIOD OF CIVIC IMPROVEMENT 1903 — 1914 
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CHAPTER I 

CITY PRIDE 

On© of the very desirable results of the local 
and general association is that manifested in the matter 
of making the city a better place in which to live. 
Every normal town is desirous of adding to its pop-
ulation. It also knows that this cannot be done fast-
er than the birth rate exceeds the death rate unless 
the city is made attractive to the visitor whose neigh-
bor or friend may be looking for a place to locate. 
Thus because other towns have cleaned themselves up 
and have made modern improvement, so must we. Each 
individual citizen feels that this town is his home, 
therefore he to a certain extent is responsible for 
the appearance it has. 

So it is with Winfield. The period of civic 
improvement began about the. year 1903 when there was 
a decided move on the. part of the towns of the state 
and other states to make improvement. In the news-
paper files there is revealed a great deal of agita-
ta on for street improvement, a sewage system and what 
not. It was during this year that bonds were voted 
as an aid to the gas company in order to secure gas 
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for lighting and heating purposes. The next year 
bonds were voted and an ordinance passed "by the city 
council requiring thae Ninth avenue be curbed and gut-
tered, this being the first street to receive this treat-
ment after Main street in 1882. About this time also 
began the movement which had for its purpose the pur-
chase of the water and light plant by the city. Bonds 
for the purchase of the light plant were issued in 
April 1905 and through the voice of the people it was 
decided that the plant should be taken over by the city. 
Bonds for purchasing the water plant were issued in 
March 1906. It may be remarked in this connection that 
at the time of the purchase of these plants by the city, 
the venture was to be an experiment, and it is to be 
said that the experiment has proved one of the most 
successful ever tried by the city. It is the sentiment 
of the citizens that better service is given for less 
money than would be possible if a private corporation 
were in control. 

In the records of the city it is found that 
in January of 1904 the city engineer was instructed 
to draw up plans for macademizing Seventh avenue and 
during the summer og the same year both Seventh and 
Ninth avenues were macademized. Since that time a great 
deal of paving has been done. There are miles of good 
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macadam, and a great deal of brick paving. Ninth 
avenue has been paved with brick and work has been 
begun, for the same on Main street. A number of alleys 
are also paved with briok. 

Street lighting was also a factor as is shown 
by the fact that in May 1905 the council let the con-
tract for the installation of arc lamps and transfor-
mers on the streets. 

Winfield at this time was also becoming 
ashamed of her street cars which were being drawn by 
mules. Accordingly there was a great deal of talk 
about an electric line, but this was thought impossible 
unless besides the city lines there could be built an 
interurban line to Arkansas City. The plan took def-
inite form early in 1904 when a promoter became inter-
ested but the property for which he asked for his shops 
was not granted by either Winfield or Arkansas City. 
The matter was left with nothing more definitely accom-
plished until in 1908 when bonds were issued and a 
franchise granted to the Interurban company. The first 
trips of the electric cars were made in June 1909. 

The first sewer bonds were issued in August 
• 

of 1907, $30,000 being granted for the main, the beg-
inning of the system. At the present time it is re-
quired of all who can to attach their premises to the 
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sewer because of the improvement of health conditions. 
Hardly a house at the present time, at least in the 
principal part of the city, can be found not connected 
with the sewer. 

The spirit of improvement also took, hold of 
individual citizens, this showing itself in the erec-
tion of residences and general improvements in living 
conditions. In May 1905 one of the issues of the Daily 
Courier contained a three column story of a typical 
new residence, that of Charles Wallace on Ninth avenue. 
A part of the heading of the article was as follows: 
"Existence is no effort: you press a button, and elec-
trical and mechanical appliances do all the rest". A 
number of residences were being built at the same time. 
It was indeed a period of improvement. 

The spirit of civic pride manifested itself 
in a marked way by the organization and activity of 
the Commercial Club. There had been an organization 
of the kind in the town previously, but it had become 
inactive. It was revived in 1911 and the spirit which 
has been manifested since that time has been remarkable 
in several ways. In the first place the spirit of co-
operation which has developed among the club members 
is unusual. Private interests remain unemphasized 
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when they conflict with the larger interests of the 
group. The chief function of the club is to promote 
the general welfare of the town, much attention being 
given to securing business enterprises and the improve-
ment of the city in general. For the past two years 
an annual banquet for the men of the town has been 
held. Speakers from other places are invited as are 
also local leaders. The two banquets held have been 
successful in bringing an interchange of ideas help-
ful to the city. 

One of the most marked results of the spirit 
of co-operation on the part of the business men is 
the institution of a general delivery system with the 
merchants forming an association, the delivery of 
groceries and like products being a matter controlled 
by the association. The system has been in operation 
for almost two years and has proved successful in 
every respect. The same plan is used at the present 
time by a number of other cities of the state and other 
states. 

Another manifestation of the co-operative 
feeling is to be noted in the story of the Winfield 
hospitals. In 1899 a small company of citizens com-
bined to form the Winfield Hospital Association. The 
officers were J.P. Baden, F.E. Robinson, and W.H. Som-



76 

ermier. Prominent citizens were among the list of offic-
ers and directors. In 1901 this list included "besides 
those mentioned above, P.H. Albright, Miss Lizzie Wells, 
Mrs. Ed Cochran, T.F. Axtell, H.T. Trice and Mrs. A.E. 
Baden. They constructed, a building and for a number of 
years a public hospital was maintained. It has since, 
however, become private property. The other hospital 
of the city, St. Maryfs, is a Catholic institution. 

Actual accomplishment in improvement probably 
reached its highest point in 1910. The Daily Courier 
in its Christmas edition of that year says editorially^ 
"Here in Winfield the passing year has witnessed most 
substantial improvements. New Court House and jail 
completed; interurban and electric trolley lines have 
been put into operation; Richardson Hall, (the newest 
and largest of Southwestern College1s buildings), crowis 
the eastern hill; a High School building, more complete 
and modern than any other city of Kansas can boast of, 
is ready for dedication; our first brick pavement is 
completed; and upon every avenue new and handsome homes 
have been erected. On Main street the stores have been 
modernized and beautiful fronts installed equal to 
those of a large city. Deposits show the sity pros-
perous." In the beginning of the present year deposits 
in the five banks of the town amounted to two and one 
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half million dollars. As a matter of comparison it 
may be noted that at the same time the deposits in 
the banks of Arkansas City amounted to one and one 
half million dollars. This was a matter of much pride 
to one of the bankers of Winfield with whom the writer 
held interview. It may also be noted that the claim 
of the Arkansas City people is that they keep their 
money in circulation. 

In a story of the previous yearfs achieve-
ments, the Daily Courier in its issue for January 1 
1914 notes these changes: "the construction of a White 
Way on East Ninth avenue; the completion and dedica-
tion of the handsome new Presbyterian church; paving 
with brick of the alleys in the business section; 
construction of nearly a mile of brick paving and the 
Bliss and Loomis streets waterways; the remodeling 
and installation of new fronts in many business 
blocks; construction of the new Frisco station 
which is almost completed; building of many handsome, 
modern homes over the city; razing the unsightly 
wooden awnings on Main street; and the Courier's 
substantial addition to its plant and purchase of a 
rotary printing press." 

The period of civic improvement is not yet 
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past and its termination cannot be foretold. At the 
present time (May 1 1914) Main street is being paved 
with brick. Several blocks of White Way are to be 
seen and more are planned for the immediate future. 
A part of the work for the installation of the lights 
on Main street has already been done. In the same 
issue of the Courier quoted above a list of things to 
be looked forward to during the year is given. It 
includes the following: "A $50,000 building at the 
State School, )State Imbecile Asylum located north of 
Winfield); oil and gas development; $75,000 federal 
postoffice building; installation of a sewage disposal 
plant; a modern hotel; Main street paving and White 
Way; and a $75,000 building for St. Johnfs College.n 
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CHAPTER II 

PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL PLEASURES 

Not only do the pleasures in which a commun-
ity indulges reveal effectively what has been the 
progress and line of development, but also is there 
further association and therefore further development 
because the community does indulge in recreational 
and pleasurable activities. 

The organization in Winfield which affords 
more people physical pleasure than any other is the 
baseball club. The Winfield Reds have been a contend-
ing baseball club of southern Kansas for a number of 
years. Organized in the early nineties, they have 
varied from an amateur team to a semi-professional 
club, they have afforded incentive for a large number 
of the young men of the town to become players, but a 
still brd>ader influence is that which comes to the 
citizen who enjoys the game from the onlookers stand-
point. Several times in the earlier years the Reds 
were declared champions of Kansas and the team has 
always had a large number of followers. The Southwes-
tern College each year has a team which plays games 
from early in the spring until the close of the school 
year in June. St. John*s College and the High School 
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also have baseball clubs to represent them each year 
and there are a number of followers among the towns-
people for each of the clubs. For several summers 
there was a league organized among the young men 
employed in the town, the department stores and some 
of the larger industrial concerns of the city allow-
ing their employes some time each afternoon for 
practice and play. Contests between Sunday School 
classes and others of the various organizations are 
not FEre. 

For a number of years there was a tennis 
club composed of the lovers and followers of this sport. 
At the present time there are a number of courts for 
play in the city kept by private parties besides those 
on the grounds of the High School and Southwestern and 
St. John's Colleges. 

The Y.M.C.A., High School, and Colleges 
afford opportunity for participation in gymnasium 
work, basketball, football and track athletics, a 
large number of people taking part in one or more 
of these forms of pleasure. 

The company of the Kansas National Guards 
affords pleasure and association to a number of young 
men. The gun club is a large one and men of practically 



81 

all professions are members. It is not unusual for 
several afternoons each week to be spent in shooting. 
The horseshoe club, (not officially so called, but 
nevertheless a club), affords amusement for a large 
number of the older men of the city, principally 
those who are retired from active labor. 
There is hardly a day in the year when the weather 
allows that there are not men gathered near the court 
house pitching quoits. Shade trees make it an espec-
ialljr desirable place during the summer. 

Winfield affords some exceptionally invit-
ing places for picnickers and recreation seekers of 
all kinds. Timber creek flows through Island park 
with its ninety-three varieties of trees, it being one 
of the most beautiful in the state and the creek affords 
boating and swimming during the warm seasons. An 
amusement park on the Walnut river is a popular 
resort, there being excellent facilities for boating, 
swimming, roller skating, dancing, and often furing 
the summer months motion pictures are shown in the 
open. 

The theater, while it is partly an education-
al agency and some of the special programs will be 
discussed in the last chapter, is generally speaking 
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a place for amusement, pleasure and recreation. 
Often the best attended plays in Winfield are those 
produced by local talent, some entertainments of very 
high order having been given. The two motion picture 
theaters and the open air theater perform an important 
function in the amusement of a certain class of the 
people. The picture shows are quite largely attended 
during the entire year. 

Within the last decade the automobile has 
come to form an important feature in the pleasure life 
of practically all classes of people. In the beginning 
of the present year there were 550 automobiles owned 
by residents of Cowley county, making one car for 
every group of fifty-eight people. If only the people 
of the towns were to be considered the number of people 
for each car owned would probably be lower. One of 
the direct influences of automobiling has been the 
construction of a rock road between Winfield and Arkan-
sas City which allows a delightful drive. 

A number of citizens do not spend their 
symmers in Winfield. Each year many make their way 
to the mountainous regions and it is not unusual when 
when there are Winfield colonies in some of the small 
cities of Colorado. Several own summer cottages in 
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Geuda Springs, a health resort in the Southwestern 
part of the county. 

A number of clubs have for their purpose the 
association of their members. Some of these are edu-
cational in their nature and will be discussed briefly 
in the next chapter. There are others which are purely 
social in their nature. Several of these are embroid-
ery and sewing clubs. Women bring their work to spend 
an afternoon of pleasure and association. There are 
several card clubs and dancing clubs. There is an 
organization of middle aged men and women. The Apollo 
Club is composed of those who are interested in the 
study of music, its history and characters. The Mad-
rigal Club of a few years ago was composed of musicians, 
their principal activity being that of a chorus. 
There is a social club of women called the Coffee-Rep-
artee Club. There are those who form the pleasant 
Hour Club and the Jolly Set and a number of others 
known to outsiders only by initials. 

The churches are a means of emotional 
pleasure to the people, mainly during the time when 
revival meetings are held. In some of the churches 
the old fashioned type of emotional revival persists• 
As a whole, however, the churches are an educational 
force and will be discussed later. 
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Court trials often afford amusement for num-
bers of people. Murder trials, divorce suits, and 
other cases of a sensational nature afford days of 
entertainment for a crowded court room. 
The rather large number of lodges form the chief means 
of amusement for some of their members. Weekly meet-
ings of several of the orders are held. A certain 
proportion of the members do not attend except on 
special occasions. Others find their principal means 
of association with their fellows through the lodge 
meetings. Twenty-one orders have chapters in the city. 

The Old Soldiers' Reunion is an annual affair 
and it is a week which stands out as a bright light 
to the veterans of the War of the Rebellion. Speakers 
are brought in to draw outsiders to the celebration, 
but the times enjoyed most by those for whom the occasion 
exists are the hours around the camp fire where remin-
iscenses of the "old days* are told and retold, 
and there is personal contact and association of veter-
an with veteran. It has become the custom of the drum 
corps composed of war veterans to march to Southwestern 
College one morning during the week of reunion and play 
for the students. It is an experience which the old 
men thoroughly enjoy because the students are apprecia-
tive. Memorial day celebrations also bring large 
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numbers of people together and they are a means of 
• 

groat enjoyment. Besides theee there are innumerable 
public meetings and gatherings of various sorts. The 
county fair has become an annual occasion. The var-
ious commencement services of each year are important 
events for parents and children. These, in brief, are 
the social pleasures of the people of Winfield. 
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CHAPTER III 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY 

In recent years the educational ideals of 
the people have come more and more to fill a larger 
place in the activity of the people. The most import 
tant example which shows this to be true is the story 
of the schools and the progress that has been made 
since 1903, more especially the growth of the High 
School. The tables tell the story better than words. 
Some other interesting facts, however, are to be men-
tioned. It is a question whether or not there is a 
better average attendance in any high school accor-
ding to the number enrolled than Winfield High School 
boasts. In the report for the third month of the 
school |p.ear which has just closed the percentage of 
attendance of those enrolled in the classes was 99.0 
per cent. The average attendance in the grades is 
also thought to be exceptional, the percentage given 
in the report mentioned above being 97.5. It is to be 
added here that the third month was not chosen because 
its records showed higher averages than other months, 
but for the reason that it was the latest report 
when the writer made the investigation. This shows 
in a remarkable way what is felt to be the significance 
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of educational matters by both parents and children. 
When asked to give a reason for the prevailing senti-
ment, professor J.L. Gowans, superintendent of the 
schools, said, "Spirit keeps them. I can speak best 
for the High School, and it is my opinion that there 
are not twenty^five persons of high school age In the 
city who are not enrolled in our classes. The boy 
or girl who doesn't go to high school is missing some-
thing and the spirit of the town is such that they are 
made to feel that they are missing an opportunity in 
refusing an education". The teaching force is an 
efficient one, all the members holding degrees or 
state teachers' certificates. 

The new building which is used exclusively 
by the High School was dedicated in December 1910 and 
already plans are being made for a separate building 
for the Manual Training department because of the crowd-
ed condition. 

The other schools of the town are supported 
by the people. A large percentage of the graduates 
of the High School who enter college remain at home 
for at least two years of their college training. 
Business men of Winfield have given large sums of 
money toward the support of Southwestern College and 
it was a small company of local men who formed them-
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TABLE VI 

Showing the figures for comparison of the pop-
ulation of the city, number of pupils in the 
grade schools and High School* 

1903 
Population 
of city 
7,173 

Enrolled in 
grades 
1,042 

Enrolled in 
High School 

155 
1004 7,758 1,250 146 
1905 7,845 1,269 168 
1906 7,849 1,164 167 
1907 8,094 1,131 175 
1908 5,990 1,148 230 
1909 7,424 1,213 287 
1910 7,475 1,217 328 
1911 7,698 1,144 385 
1912 7,677 1,222 407 
1913 7,667 1,148 483 
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selves into a board of trustees and became the ruling 
factor in the College of Music. 

Study clubs are almost as numerous as social 
clubs. There is a political science club among the 
women whose purpose it is to know more about the scienc 
of government. Clubs named, Rosetti, Sigournean, Sor~ 
osis and Entre Nous and a number of others meet regu-
larly for study of various kinds. Classes conducted 
under the auspices of the Chatauqua Literary and Sci-
entific Circle have been named. Each year through the 
winter from four to six of these classes meet regularly 
for study. 

The newspapers, although primarily business 
enterprises, are nevertheless important educational 
agencies. The Daily Courier has been mentioned and 
quoted. The Evening Free Press evolved from the 
Weekly Industrial Free Press which also has been quoted 
The circulation of the papers is local, most of the 
subscribers living within the county. In the capacity 
of local news and advertising media they perform their 
function well. 

The churches have been loft for discussion 
in this chapter because, as has previously been 
pointed out, as a whole the church is making for a 
higher and better life among the people. Emotionalism 
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still finds some place and the narrower, stricter views 
are still held to a certain extent. But the leaders 
are freeing themselves of this attitude. The churches 
of Winfield seem to "be grasping the larger and more 
democratic view. In interviews the pastors, asked in 
regard to their ideas of revival meetings expressed the 
sentiment that the sane revival sorvice in adding to 
the membership to the church, but it was the opinion 
that the meeting should ordinarily be held by the pastor 
himself rather than by a professional evangelist and 
that the meetings should be conducted with as little 
of the emotional element as possible. Revival efforts 
of the past winter were cited as examples. In almost 
every case the special meetings were conducted by the 
pastor and in one case the pastor was assisted by a 
man who had formerly been pastor of the church. Ono 
of the ministers said, w the city had this winter the 
sanest revival any city could have. Each church held 
its own meeting but they worked together in spirit 
and purpose*. Another pastor when asked if he thought 
permanent good results follow the revival meeting, said, 
nwhen the services are conducted in a sane manner by 
a gospel preacher and thoughtfulness and reverence 
characterize the services, I am sure permanent results 
that are helpful to the church will follow". One of 
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t̂ rr̂ â St to tU ^ . 



the pastors when asked about the social life of the 
people of the town had this to say, MIt would aid mater 
ially if we had a good dance hall and the ban was 
taken off of dancing. I find a great number of young 
people who are playing the hypocrite with themselves 
by bei$g members of a church which prohibits dancing 
and other amusements, yet they excuse themselves by sajr 
ing that personally they do not believe it harmful. 
The tendency is apparent 

These statements are taken from those of 
pastors of the leading churches and while it is to 
be said that some are holding onto the narrow views, 
one pastor making the statement, (and he seemingly 
thought it to the credit of his church), that the 
members gave more earnest consideration to the ordin-
ances of the church than to the moral and ethical 
standards of living, yet the trend is •mndoubtedly 
toward the browder attitude. 

Winfield has always been considered a church 
going town, but the reputation is hardly based on 
facts as will be seen by an examination of the figures 
in table IV. It is to be noted, however, that often 
children are not taken into the church under cartain 
ages and even in the churches where this is not against 
the rule it is often the method of the parents to allow 



92 

TABLE VII 

Name of Number Seating 
Church Members Capacity 

Church of Christ (Anti-organ) 184 300 
Presbyterian 500 1,100 
Catholic 210 300 
First Baptist 475 600 
First Methodist 850 1,350 
Christian (Disciple) 380 800 
Methodist (Colored) 46 150 
Baptist (Colored) 40 250 
United Brethren 81 225 
Free Methodist 21 250 
Lutheran 250 500 
Episcopal 110 225 
Grace Methodist 565 750 

Figures were compiled in December 1913 
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the child to reach the age when he will be able to 
make a choice as to church membership. The population 
figures include all the people. It is also to be said 
that the figures are taken without including the Y.M. 
C.A. with its membership of more than three hundred, 
the Christian Science which is a comparatively small 
organization, and those who attend Sunday School and 
occasional other services conducted mainly by the 
members of some of the other churches. Another fact 
to be noted is that the seating capacity of the var-
ious church buildings as given by the pastors exactly 
equals the population of the town as given by the U.S. 
census report. 

The Sunday School Is an educational agency 
not to be disregarded. Hundreds of people of all ages 
and classes come together for an hour of class work 
each week. 

On January 1 1913 an important educational 
institution was added when the Carnegie Public Library 
was opened for use. The Library makes it possible for 
a very large number of people to read literature which 
it would be impossible for them to buy and this in turn 
makes for a more highly intelligent class of citizens. 

The Chatauqua Assembly which has a meeting 
larting for ten days each year during the summer is one 
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of the very great educational institutions. It, however, 
has been quite thoroughly discussed. Besides this there 
is a winter lecture course conducted by the Men's Broth-
erhood organization of the First Methodist church which 
is very largely attended by the people of the town. 

During the past two years an orchestra com-
posed largely of students if the town and conducted by 
one of the members of the faculty of the College of 
Music, has given a series of educational musical con-
certs. Winfieid has the reputation of being somewhat 
of a musical center, and a great deal of publicity 
has been given to these feature educational concerts. 
They have usually been given in the auditorium of the 
High School building, which has become more or less 
of a community meeting place. At the concerts the 
masterpiece selections which are rendered are explained 
quite at length. The program lacks entirely the pop-
ular time and the attendance has steadily increased. 

Thus, in a measure, is shown the importance 
given to education in Winfieid, to the minfl of the 
writer, the most important influence working in the 
population. 
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