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Second, in meeting one of the 

requirements of the Bicycle 

Friendly University, we have 

initiated a Bicycle Advisory 

Committee. The Committee has 

met twice and will continue to 

address issues from both the 

sustainability plan and the 

Bicycle Friendly University 

feedback. Third, the University 

will be developing a new 

Campus Master Plan, and the 

Committee will be advocating 

for bicycle related infrastructure 

and signage throughout the 

campus. We are also assisting 

the City of Lawrence in its 

bicycle planning initiatives,  

(Continued on next page) 

Cycling in the United States has 

been rolling into a new era—one 

catering to the daily commuter. 

The automobile industry boom 

early in the 20th century 

relegated the bicycle to the role 

of an expensive toy, generally for 

recreational use only. Recently, 

however, the hike in gas prices, 

the rise in public awareness of 

sustainable living and need for 

exercise, and the increase in 

popularity of cycling as a sport, 

all mean that the role of the 

commuter bicyclist is making a 

comeback.  

 

On our KU campus, students, 

faculty, and staff are pedaling 

their way along Jayhawk 

Boulevard; the bike racks are 

overflowing with bicycles; some 

of the buses have bike racks 

attached to the front fender, 

encouraging multi-modal travel 

and assisting riders up the hills 

of Lawrence. These signs, among 

others, point to a future that 

integrates the bicycle as a prime 

method of transportation.  

 

Now is a good time to ask the 

question “What is the KU Center 

for Sustainability doing to 

further this transformation?” 

 

KU does have recommendations 

to address this issue in the 

campus sustainability plan, 

Building Sustainable Traditions, 

released in the fall of 2011. A 

significant amount of the 

transportation section is devoted 

to biking on campus, outlining 

six strategies to “increase the 

percentage of students, faculty, 

and staff that walk or bike to 

campus.”  

 

In pursuit of this goal, the Center 

for Sustainability has started 

addressing the strategies in the 

past couple of months. First, KU 

applied for Bicycle Friendly 

University recognition through 

the League of American 

Bicyclists and is awaiting 

feedback. KU will be rated on its 

bicycle “friendliness” and get 

tips on what we can do to 

improve our scores and make 

the campus more bike-able.  

A New Era for Cycling 
By Collin Edwards, Center for Sustainability Intern 

http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/Plan/
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Ambassador Update 

Petal Program 

Since 2007, Sustainability 

Ambassadors have played an 

important role in raising 

awareness about sustainability 

initiatives at the University.  

Participation in discussions, 

programs, and tours has allowed 

the ambassadors to gain 

additional understanding of a 

variety of topics share their 

knowledge with colleagues. 

 

The Center for Sustainability has 

recently developed the Petal 

Program, a new way to 

recognize the achievements of 

Ambassadors. The Petal 

Program involves a flower with 

twelve petals that can be filled 

in with color to document and 

celebrate the range of topics that 

each of our sustainability 

ambassadors has addressed. 

Each petal represents the 

knowledge and activity in one 

of twelve different areas:  Green 

Office Recognition, waste, food, 

communications, campus 

grounds, a campus carbon 

footprint, procurement, the 

Campus Sustainability Plan, 

Green IT, building energy, 

transportation, and water. 

 

The Center received helpful 

feedback from the ambassadors 

who were able to attend the first 

meeting this fall. Color has 

already been added to the petals 

for many of our Ambassadors 

based on their work with their 

department on the Green Office 

Recognition program, 

participation in adoption of the 

Campus Sustainability Plan, and 

involvement in the KU Hunger 

Project, the Potter Lake Project, 

and the Student Rain Garden.  

The Center for Sustainability 

looks forward to working with 

each of our Ambassadors to 

document their individual 

knowledge and experience.      

 

Consider representing your 

department as a Sustainability 

Ambassador, and see the colors 

of your petals fill in as you 

expand your knowledge of 

sustainability at KU. 

By Marci Francisco, Center for Sustainability Analyst 

(Continued from previous page) 

 

including a bicycle ridership 

count.   
 

With all of these initiatives in 

progress and more on the way, 

the future is bright for cycling at 

KU. Through further initiatives 

and by increasing awareness of 

biking as a desirable mode of 

transportation, the Center for 

Sustainability and the 

University of Kansas will keep 

the wheels turning into this 

new era for cycling. Check out 

the new biking website at 

www.bike.ku.edu  for more 

information. 

http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/bike/
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We’ve all wondered when we’re 

getting ready to move “how on 

earth did I accumulate so much 

stuff?” Packing to move to a new 

place is often frustrating and 

tiring. With these emotions 

already overwhelming me, I find 

myself discouraged by the 

thought of having to sort out 

things that can be recycled or 

donated and take it somewhere, 

even though I know it’s the right 

thing to do. Generally my sense of 

guilt overcomes that frustration 

and I donate and recycle what I 

can, but like many other weary 

packers, I occasionally give in to 

convenience and some things end 

up in the trash. 
 

On a hot afternoon at the end of 

July, three staff members at the 

Center for Sustainability ventured 

out to a large apartment complex 

in Lawrence to get a better idea of 

what- and how much- people 

throw away. We had been talking 

over the summer about setting up 

move-out recycling or donation 

programs, but we realized we 

needed a better idea of what was 

getting thrown away. In addition 

to large amounts of cardboard 

and recyclable bottles and cans, 

we found furniture, pillows, trash 

bags full of unopened food, 

unopened Kleenex boxes, 

textbooks, pillows, perfectly good 

shoes and clothes, various 

electrical cords, storage containers, 

pots and pans, hangers, notebooks 

and journals still in plastic wrap, 

silverware, ceramic and glass 

dishes, a pair of Armani 

sunglasses, a Brita water pitcher<

the list could go on and on. 
 

In the three large roll-off 

dumpsters we looked at, we 

estimate that there was several 

hundred dollars’ worth of 

perfectly good items. Multiply that 

times the dozens of apartment 

complexes and hundreds of rental 

houses in Lawrence, and the 

amount of money thrown in the 

trash every August adds up. 

Dumpster diving violates city 

ordinance in Lawrence, but that 

doesn’t stop many people from 

turning other people’s trash into 

their treasure. Though these local 

scavengers make use of some of 

what’s thrown out, a better system 

should be established to divert 

these usable items to recycling or 

donation centers.  
 

We need to encourage students to 

think ahead, to donate things as 

they find they are not using them, 

and to pack up some of their 

belonging earlier in the year. In 

my personal experience, it also 

helps to take adequate time to 

pack everything- the more rushed 

students are, the more likely they 

are to get overwhelmed and just 

throw things away. We also 

should work with the City of 

Lawrence and local donation 

centers to place donation and 

recycling bins in accessible places 

during times of the year when 

people are moving. With a little 

bit of coordination on both ends of 

the equation, we have the 

potential to drastically change 

how much ends up in the landfill. 

Trash to Treasure 
By Meredith Walrafen, Center for Sustainability Intern 

Intern Meredith Walrafen in front of one of the many roll-off dumpsters 
used in Lawrence during move-out times. 
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Recent decades have seen the 

realization that the world is in a 

crisis of biodiversity loss—many 

of the perhaps 50 million species 

of life on Earth may be, or may 

soon be, on a path to extinction 

owing to broad human effects on 

natural systems (e.g., land use 

change, climate change, invasive 

species). Biodiversity informatics 

is a new field covering creation, 

improvement, integration, 

analysis, and interpretation of 

data on biodiversity, that has 

seen much-increased attention as 

a consequence of the biodiversity 

crisis.  

 

Biodiversity informatics has seen 

applications to biogeography, 

ecology, and evolution, as well 

as to more applied dimensions 

such as conservation, public 

health, agriculture, and other 

fields. However, research in this 

field includes many new and 

evolving techniques that are 

nowhere well summarized; 

indeed, textbooks and syntheses 

are only beginning to appear, 

and few opportunities exist for 

advanced training.  

The KU Biodiversity Institute 

focuses on the study of the life of 

the planet, with 10.2M 

specimens of world biota, with a 

faculty of 20 researchers, 55 

graduate students, many 

postdoctoral researchers, and 

even more undergraduates. The 

Institute ranks among the 

leading university natural 

history museums, and has long 

been a leader in the fields of 

systematics, macroecology, and 

biodiversity informatics. The 

Biodiversity Institute has been 

engaged in global training 

initiatives in these fields for a 

number of years.  

 

Recently, however, the idea has 

emerged that an entire 

curriculum could be assembled 

online for the field of 

biodiversity informatics, which 

was the subject of a large-scale 

proposal to the JRS Biodiversity 

Foundation that was recently 

funded. The program funds the 

presentation of 9-12 courses held 

in 4 African cities in various 

aspects of biodiversity 

informatics, including more than 

50 subject areas that span from 

data creation through analysis to 

knowledge applications in the 

field. All training sessions will be 

captured digitally, and made 

globally available in lecture-

length packets via YouTube, 

with links to background 

reading materials and example 

data sets. Experts for training 

sessions will be drawn from the 

broader biodiversity informatics 

community, invited to 

participate in training events 

falling within their areas of 

expertise.  

 

Project communications are 

maintained via a Facebook page, 

An example training module can 

be viewed online, and the entire 

program curriculum will be 

based at www.biodiversity-

informatics-training.org, 

although the site is still in the 

late stages of development. KU 

faculty and students are 

encouraged to take advantage of 

the training modules personally, 

but also to pass on these links to 

colleagues, particularly in Africa, 

where the in-person training 

sessions will be held. 

Sustaining our Planet 

By Dr. A. Townsend Peterson, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  

African Biodiversity Informatics Training Program 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/BiodiversityInformatics/
https://journals.ku.edu/index.php/jbi/article/view/4300
http://www.biodiversity-informatics-training.org
http://www.biodiversity-informatics-training.org
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Ever wonder which recycling bin 
to put the packaging from your 
lunch? Or have an item that you 
don’t want to throw away, but 
you’re not sure if it can be 
recycled? KU Recycling can help! 
 

KU Recycling is switching over 
to new signs for the recycling 
bins around campus, making it 
even easier for you to recycle 
day-to-day materials. The new 
signs feature clearer labels, 
detailed photos of materials that 
can be placed in each bin, and 
directions of what to do if you 
notice a bin that is full. Office 
paper, chipboard (the single 
layer material similar to what 
your frozen lunch comes in), 
cardboard (which has multiple 
layers, with a wavy layer in 
between), newspapers, 

magazines, plastics #1-7, and 
aluminum cans can all be 
recycled in your building’s 
recycling bins.  
 

KU Recycling is a multiple 
stream recycler, and asks that 
you sort your items at the bin. 
Most buildings have sort centers 
that contain office paper, 
aluminum, plastic, and/or 
newspaper bins, and a separate 
cardboard bin. The new signs 
will provide direction and 
examples of what to place in 
each bin and will allow all KU 
faculty, staff, and students to 
quickly and easily divert more 
materials from the landfill. To 
find out what materials your 
building recycles, visit the KU 
Recycling website.  
 

Help KU Recycling and the 
Center for Sustainability keep 
our campus clean, green, and 
litter free! 
 

If you have any questions about 
what materials go in which 
recycling bin or where the 
nearest bin is, please visit 
www.recycle.ku.edu. If you have 
hard to recycle items or items 
that are not included in your 
buildings bins, contact KU 
Recycling.  

Greening the Crimson and Blue 

Can I Recycle This? 
By Kari Cantarero, Environmental Stewardship Program 

The University of Kansas  recently 

renewed its membership in the 

Association for the Advancement 

of Sustainability in Higher 

Education to further campus 

efforts toward building a just and 

healthy world. Membership in 

AASHE will give KU continued 

support to advance sustainability 

initiatives throughout the 

institution and in the community. 

AASHE enables institutions of 

higher education to meet their 

sustainability goals by providing 

specialized resources, professional 

development, and a network of 

peer support.  Since membership 

covers every individual at an 

institution, the entire campus 

community can take advantage of 

member benefits including online 

resources and discussion forums 

The University of Kansas Renews AASHE Membership 
for professional development and 

sharing knowledge.  To access 

member resources, visit 

www.aashe.org and create an 

account using your KU email 

address. 

http://www.recycle.ku.edu/recycling_locations.shtml
http://www.recycle.ku.edu
mailto:kurecycling@ku.edu
mailto:kurecycling@ku.edu
http://www.aashe.org/
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The Battle of Chernobyl 
Based on top-secret government documents that came to light only during the collapse of the Soviet Union, 

The Battle of Chernobyl reveals a systematic cover-up of the true scope of the disaster. 
 

Guest Speaker: Tatsiana Khvitsko 

Khvitsko came into the world with no left foot and no right leg below the knee, the result of being born near 

the Chernobyl nuclear disaster site. Her story is one of sheer perseverance having traveled from Belarus to 

Kansas where she is now training to take part in the Paralympic Games in Rio 2016.  

Waste Land 
Filmed over nearly three years, WASTE LAND follows renowned artist Vik Muniz as he journeys to his na-

tive Brazil and the world’s largest garbage dump, located on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro. There he photo-

graphs an eclectic band of “catadores”—self-designated pickers of recyclable materials. This film offers stir-

ring evidence of the transformative power of art and the alchemy of the human spirit.  
 

Introduction by Antonio R. Simoes, Associate professor of Spanish & Portuguese, KU 

The Island President 
President Mohamed Nasheed of the Maldives is a man confronting the literal survival of his country and eve-

ryone in it. After bringing democracy after 30 years of despotic rule,Nasheed is faced with an even greater 

challenge: as one of the most low-lying countries in the world, a rise of three feet in sea level would sub-

merge the 1200 islands of theMaldives enough to make them uninhabitable.  
 

Panel Discussion to follow: Chris Brown, KU Environmental Studies, Shannon O’Lear, Dept. of Geogra-

phy, Johan Feddema, Dept. of Geography 

Manufactured Landscapes 

Canadian photographer Edward Burtynsky posits that man made landscapes define who we are as people. He 

sees a certain physical beauty in the order and/or symmetry in some of these landscapes, despite the negative 

reasons for them or the subsequent degradation they pose to the environment and people around them. 

Cameras follow Burtynsky as he visits what he calls manufactured landscapes: slag heaps, e-waste dumps, 

huge factories in the Fujian and Zhejiang provinces of China.  
 

Introduction by Dr. Megan Greene, Associate Professor of History,  

KU and Director for the KU Center for East Asian Studies 

https://mail.ku.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=EVoWLavsGkGC4TmWO2M7hOBxABljXs8IUVHBQWstnjWkVMhhqwMLl5sqXP0Jl3-8hdxxhrBl71A.&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftopdocumentaryfilms.com%2fthe-battle-of-chernobyl%2f
https://mail.ku.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=EVoWLavsGkGC4TmWO2M7hOBxABljXs8IUVHBQWstnjWkVMhhqwMLl5sqXP0Jl3-8hdxxhrBl71A.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wastelandmovie.com%2f
https://mail.ku.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=EVoWLavsGkGC4TmWO2M7hOBxABljXs8IUVHBQWstnjWkVMhhqwMLl5sqXP0Jl3-8hdxxhrBl71A.&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftheislandpresident.com%2f
https://mail.ku.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=EVoWLavsGkGC4TmWO2M7hOBxABljXs8IUVHBQWstnjWkVMhhqwMLl5sqXP0Jl3-8hdxxhrBl71A.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.zeitgeistfilms.com%2ffilm.php%3fdirectoryname%3dmanufacturedlandscapes
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September 
 

9/6 

“Making Poetry in Our Anthropocene Age,”  

7:30 PM 

Nikkey Finney, Poet and Professor 

Wooruff Auditorium, Kansas Union 
 

9/8 & 9/15 

Monarch Watch Open House, 8 AM-3 PM 

Join us at our Fall Open House to celebrate the 

arrival of migrating monarchs.  

Foley Hall     
     

9/9 through 9/22 

KU Fights Hunger Food Drive 

https://www.facebook.com/

KUFightsHunger 

 
 

9/13 

"The Brazilian Coffee Market," 12-1 PM 

Andrew Bailey MA LAS & MBA 

Bailey Hall, 318 

 
9/15 & 9/29 

City of Lawrence Compost Sale, 8 AM-4 PM 

Details at: https://lawrenceks.org/wrr/

lawncompostsale  
 

9/19 & 9/20 

Fraser Hall Energy & Sustainability Kick-Off 

10 AM-2 PM 

Fraser Hall 

 
9/21 

"The Tropics: A Brief History of an Environmental 

Imaginary," 3:30 PM-5 PM 

Paul Sutter, History, CU-Boulder 

Hall Center, Seminar Room 
 

9/22 

Lawrence Energy Conservation Fair and Sustainable 

Homes Tour 

Details at www.lawrenceks.org/wrr/energyfair 

 
9/25 

T-2040 Open House at KU, 2-6 PM 

Kansas Union, Kansas Room 

Details at www.lawrenceks.org/ 

 

Ongoing  
 

Wednesdays, September19-October 10 

International Environmental Film Festival, 5 PM 

Spencer Museum of Art 
 

Thursdays, 11:30 AM-1 PM 

Veggie Lunch 

Ecumenical Campus Ministries, 1204 Oread 

Live Sustainably 

Upcoming Campus and Community Events 

For more information about sustainability at KU, visit 

www.sustainability.ku.edu like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/KUSustainability, or follow us on 

Twitter @SustainKU. 

Join Us       Contribute 

Is your department or organization contributing to a 

more sustainable KU?  We’d love to hear about it and 

include your efforts in our next issue of the Spotlight!  

Send submissions to sustainability@ku.edu. 

https://www.facebook.com/KUFightsHunger
https://www.facebook.com/KUFightsHunger
https://lawrenceks.org/wrr/lawncompostsale
https://lawrenceks.org/wrr/lawncompostsale
http://lawrenceks.org/wrr/energyfair
http://www.lawrenceks.org/assets/mpo/pdf/OpenKU.pdf
http://www.sustainability.ku.edu
http://www.facebook.com/KUSustainability
http://twitter.com/SustainKU
mailto:sustainability@ku.edu

