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Hades: The Construction of a Graphic Novel 
Bethany Christiansen 

 
 “Hades” is a short graphic novel that reinterprets the sixth chapter of James 
Joyce’s Ulysses in light of Dante’s Inferno. Descent into a pit, animal symbolism, guilt 
and condemnation, and the implications of death form a few of the themes I address in 
the booklet.  The sixth chapter of Ulysses details the journey of the protagonist, Leopold 
Bloom, and three other men as they ride in the funeral procession of their mutual 
acquaintance, Paddy Dignam. As they travel, Bloom’s convoluted internal narrative 
touches on subjects such as suicide, the death of his infant son, his estranged wife, and 
the many forms and consequences of death. 
 I chose to do “Hades” as a graphic novel because the medium multiplies 
interpretive possibilities, rather than limiting them. The author can intentionally place 
visual clues to interpretation when the narrative requires silence. Conversely, the 
author can allow the literal narrative to take a leading role when the story moves into a 
realm not easily pictorialized. In “Hades,” I tried to recreate the disorienting experience 
of reading Ulysses. Joyce never allows the reader to get “comfortable” with the text, 
preferring that the reader be buffeted about, as it were, just as Odysseus himself is.  

Although graphic novels representing Ulysses have been created before, 
“Hades” breaks away from a straightforward retelling: it is a unique artistic creation in 
itself. As such, I hope to inspire my audience to discover, perhaps for the first time, 
Ulysses and Inferno. 
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