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IRTRODUCTION

A deporlption of the efforts mmnla to aid the Kensas sotilera who
weare sufforing from hunger, cold, and exposure during the winter of
1856 end 1857 forms the subject of this thesis, It contains on sccount
of the various egencies vhich contributed to the worlk onf an gstimate of
£he work done by each. An sttempi 1s mede to dotormine what agency or
agencies were primarily responsible for obtnining monoy and olothing,
transporting them to Kansas, oand distributing $them to the nsedy. NHo
affort has been made to deseridbe similier work carriedcon by tho South
iIn the interests of the pro-siavery settlers.

Thae material has Yeen obtoined aslmost entirely from mamisoript
collectiona in thoe lidrary of the Kensns State Historical Soclety at

Topeka, Kansnsae



Chapter I

Thg New England Emigront A4d Company



CHAPTER I

The Now Englend Emigrant Alé Compeny

The Massachusetts Emigrent ALd Compeany wes incorporated Apxil 26,
1854, by act of tho lLeglslature of Massachugoetio, A capltal siock, vhich
should not excesd five millifon dollers, was divided into sheres of one
mndred dollers sach, As staled hy the chorfer the purpose was to sasist
enigrents to sottle in ths Wesk. To this indefinite statement moy be
sdded the stntement of the stock cammitice, thet the comppny purposed
t0 orgenlze emigration to the West, to plant a froe state in Kanesns, snd
$¢ return o handsoms profit $o the stockholders upon their investment.
The company plenned 0 send mills and printing prespaes into Kensas and to
esteblish boarding houses for the emigrents.

Ho orgenigation wes effected under the firot charder because the
aspooiated indlviduels feared oblectlonable monetary liabilitiles. Tho
orgenigzers of the company mainteined & trustoeship and contimmed thoeir
plong. In February, 1855, o socond charter was obbained 4n the name of the
Hew Englond Enigrent Ald Company and suthorising it to direct emigration
wastward and o aid in providing accomodations for the emigrants after
arriving at their places of destinstion, John C. Browm wes named prese—
ident; Thomss Webb, secratery; imos h. Lovrence, Treasureri and ElX
Thayer was in charga of thae organication of emipgretion.

Contrary to¢ tha prevalent bellef, the company wns orgeniced end
directed as & business enterprise and not as & philenthropic organization.
The failure t0 pay dividends on ths money invested in EKansas was dug in

large part to conditions over wvhich the company hed no controls The



degtruction of the company's hoiel in Lmwrence was a groat loss and
although ths claim egainst the goverament for demeges was very gust, it
wes nover allowed. When the interests in Xensas were sold, this clsim
wag transferred te the University of Kensas. As the ocutbrogk of the
¢ivil var mede Kensss property of little vslue, towm lots and shores
purchased at high pricos by tho company became olmost worthless, The
investnents in Xensas conatiiuied only a small part of the entire enter-
prise. Similisr invesimenis wore made in Oregon and Texas in sddition
t6¢ vrojects for lond reclemation in Virginin.

The raecords of the msctings of the board of directors do not show thab
the company in any way overstapped the emthority delegeted by the charter,.
The money recoelved from the sele of its stock was ppent for iand, sawpe
mills, printing presses snd for ths estnblishmont of boarding housoes end
hotaln.l The misconcepiions vhich have developed concerning the pctivi-~
tles 0f the Now England Emigrent Aid compeny arae dus to the faot that the
officore pnd directors of the company were tha nationnlly Imoun frage
state lepdors of the time, Thoir individual sots ars often confused with
their officinl esis.

The company was provented by Iits chorter from teking any ective part
under its om name in the *Eansas Strnggle™ and wes forced %o form a new
organization which hed no objection t0 supplying arms and smmunition, and
could openly solicit funds for relief work. Numorous Individuals sent
contritutions to the New England Emigrent Ald company for the reilef of

1. HJow England Emigrent Co. Recsords, Vol. III, Directors*® Meeiings,



the Kensapn settlers. The officsrs of the company orgenized & XKansas
Relief Fund,?' end sceapbed pnd sdministered by its ngents such aid ms
was volunterily offered to tham. Replying {0 a request for ald, Thomes
Wabb, seoretary, said in pert: “"however desirable it night be for the
How Englend Ruigrent Ald Company to ronder pecuniary sosistance to ine-
dividusls, the momno end pollicy of the company will not sllovw it.” 'The
company wes cluoys opposed 1o the nidninioiretion of charity as a mesns
of relief work. The Exeeubive Coxmittee muthoriged the tressuror on Novs
7, 18566, t0 uue sny relief funds in hio hends for hiring workers in Kenw-
ses ag it cmsidored employmont the bost woy to edminioter relief,

Heny nocusations have been lovied egelinst the lew England Enigrant
Ald Companty that it purchesed ormg and ammunition to gsend to Kensas and
paopled Eanpns with the most wmdesirable c¢lessos from How Englends The
officaers of the compeny testifiod before a congressiornnl iInvemtignting
committee that the oompany had never sent or nald for sending firearms
t0 Ranspg.®

In April, 16565, Charles Robingon, the sgent of the Emigrent Ald
Compeny in ILawmrenca, Kanses, sent Ga. We Deltzler, o clerk of ths company,
to E11 Thoyer ssking for rifies, The directors of the company gave
Deitzler an order for one hundred Sharps rifles costing $3,000, Other

plons of the company hed %0 be sugpended to use the funds for this pur=

2. Now Englend Imigrsnt Ald Co. Tronsfers, Vol.lII, p.658.
3. Following moterinl based on "Sharps Rifle Episofie in Kensag History,™
by V. He Isley, Americen Historicsl Review, Vol. 12, p.B546.



poses. The company was later reimbursed for this expenditure from the
Rifle Fund. In Avgust of the esme year the purchase of another kmndred
rifles wan ordared. Dr. Cobob,-a director of the Emigrant Company, bo=
cemo treasurer of a hastily organised Rifle Fund which spent $12,500 for
rifles sand ammunition, OFf this amount $2,500 was contriduted by the
nntional Eangss Commiftee. This commities armed many of the 2,000
emigrents vhich it esont %o the territory end reported about $10,000
went for erms and smmanition,

The Kengas Committee of Hew York ralsed $643.37 for rifles while
the Kansas Committee of Massechusetts, evolved from o sub=committeo of the
Bew Englend Emigrent £18 Compeny, spent £$42,947.88. Theso rifles were
given to the Nationel Rangas Committee which hand transported them as far
a8 Tabor, Iowa, when peace was established in the territory. Later tha
aspachusetts Committes directed the Hatlonnl Kanams Committeo to give
these rifles to Jom Brown vho took them to Harpers Perry.

From the socessible date 1t hss basn estimated that $43,074.26 were
spent for arms end cmmunition. This eatimata does not inoiude the firee
arms belonging o tha emigronts or those supplied privately.

While the How Englend Emigrent Ald Company did not send nxrms fo
Xensas, they wore sent to the pgents of the company who &iatributed them.
The funds of the company were logned for the purchase of arms btut were not
pormenently expenied for that purpose. Ito influence was more potent
than the othor orgontizations which semt arms and smmmnition leter vhen
they were not 80 badly needed. Technically, the company waas irmocent of
any responsibility but in practice it was ths generative force of the

whole movement.



The Now Inglaond Emigrent Ald Company is often oreditoed or blamed
with the work of veriouws independent cid commitieses, Chief smong them
33 the VWorcestoer Emigrant Ald Committeo which appropristed f£ifty 4ollars
t0 ezch emigrent, for oxponscs 0 Kensas via the Iows rounte, omd put into
the hande of tho treasurer of each party o conbingent fund for possible

expensas causad by slcknass, dolay or lack of work in the *ber:rifl.:ao:t'y.-4

4. Now England Emigrant Ald Trensfors, Vol,II, p.B2.
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The National Kensas Committaee



CHAPTER II

The Notional Keneans Commithoo

In the spring of 1856 Ell Thayer concoived thoe ideas of s Hational
Kangas Commitieo to sdminigter relief vork in Henses, Hs onlled o moot-
ing for June 20, ct Clovslend, Ohio. Ifr Thayor could not attend the
macting tut nede tho following suggention. Thore zhould bo an oulfitding
daopot ot Chicass, ond for efficient service, the officers ond directors
should be at Chicago. In eddition to the Hotionnl Committee there should
bo stato, tommohip, end city organizations. The president shonld he the
controlling worker in glving the commiittoe form and gfficiency.

Governor Reeder as o suggaestion to tha Clevelmnd meoting, outlined s
plan for the distritution of fundsend the orgoenization and dirsctlon of
enlgraotion. He proposed to establish 5,000 armed setilors in Eansas and
to provision then for one ysnr; snd 16 orgenisze a fund of $2,000,000 in
the hands of tha Hotionsl Xanses Commitbeo nt Chiongos Emigration should
be conducted through Iowa and Nebresks in ordor 4o avoid the MNissouri
Rivore Ho wished to proolaim to the world that the Missouri River wag
infoatod with piratee and was wnnafo es s highway of travel; and that
argenizad bends of ruffions hoarded tho stecmers and disarmed and mmrdere
g free ntate omigrants.s

Through a nisunderstending of the date, $the delegation of the Hew
England Emigrent Aid Compony di1@ not attond the Cleveland mesting vhich

merely sdjourned to mest July 11, 1856 o Buffnlo, New Yoxiz. Thero the

B. Hyatt Papoers. Beport of Kansas Committce Heeling, June 26, 1856,



lintional Kenszs Committce wes formed with Thrddeus Hyntt, president;
George Dole, tressurer; H. B, MFurd, secretary; J. De. Vobster, vice~prot-
ident and chelrman of diroctors; Pre. 5. Gs Howo, general finamnclal agents
and El1 Thsyer, genoral agent to organice the otetes. A suggostion thed
Fr. Thayer's comaction with the Dew Englond Brigront Alé Company might
make his cppointment wpopular was disrogorded. This wap explained on
the ground that the Buffalo convention wno the child of tho nmind of El4
Thayor, oanfl would never have existed hnd not the Emigront A4 Compeny
established the froee stote party in Kensas. There woo no work for the
National Kenaps Committeo oxcept to supplement tho work of the FNew
England Emigrent AlQ Oompezvaa

The plen of orgenization suggaested by Mr. Thoyor to the Clevelend
convention was pdopted ned cmch stnke, county, end dlstrict requested to
organizes It provided that the Hetionedl Kansas Committee should deel
only with tho stete committes, vhich in turn chonld desl with the county
committenn, and thoso with the district committees., The corrcopondonce of
lre lyatt shows that thio oleborate pystom wma not prectical due to
incomplete orgmnization; and thet tho national and state committoes dealt
direotly with individuals.

State cormittess wero cccordingly formed In all the nordhern otetes
oxcept Massachmsetis which was alroesdy organized. There the Boston
Helief Comnittoo had beon formed in the spring of 1856 to send clothing,

provicions, and money to the free settlers An Kansas, It raised over

6. Clippinz from the Zoston Advertiser, July 17, 18866.



820,000 for tho purpese. In Juno, 1856, the Stete Keusas Commltiee of
lingencimeotis ves orgenized end suporseded the Boston Rolief Committes.
Goorge L. Stoarns directsd the work of both orgenizations, The second
comnitteo sent clothing ond provisions, and raised $78,000 Zor ralicf.
0f this fund, $2,000 was eppropristed o the use of the Kanses Hational
Conmitbee, ond neprly 85,000 was spent for rifies.’

The Buffelo convention statod its purpose %o rotnin nll acturl frec
stnte settlers in Xensas by providing £ood, clothing, ond sholtew; $o
induce 8ll Lrco stete sbasentcees $0 roeturn 4o the terribory; and do urge
actuel gottlors from free stetos to enter the Kensns jervitory as fast as
poanibla,

The New York Tribune prdontly supported the Notlonel Kangas Commit-
tog, os 1t hed upheld the Hew Englend Enigrant 2id Compony, by often
refusing to print adverse ci*itlciam.a Tog Tribung reoiced a rolief fund
$2,000 of which vms donnted te ths use of the Feotionsl Konsas Committee.

At p moss meeting hold at ths Brosdwoy Tahernoclo of Hew York,
great enthuoiganm woe shove for the Konses relief work; o fund was
reised, and a committes choson with Thaddeus Hyett ss prasidont snd
gecrstorys Tha divectors of tho fund spent 546 for individusl relief in
Kenses, and geve 51,000 to %tha contral Kenpos Committoes. Afber sending
& roprosentetive to the Kengas Terrltory {o determine the best method of
giving e£1d, it wvas decided that the Nntional Fansps Commltiee could most

gfficiently ond vioely epply the funds. Accordingly the balance of the

7. Hyaett Popers. CGeLy Stearns to H, B. Furd. Boston, October 2B, 1856.
8. Byatt Papers, Hyatt %o Horaco Vhite. Haw York, October 27, 1856.
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fund, %2309.70, vna paid to Thaddeus Hystt for the Netionsl Kanses
Conmittae.”

A% tha Broesfwey Tahernscle meeting o rosolution wos sdopted $0 en-
treat President Pisrce to interpose his suthority for tha protection of
tha free state settlers from the lowless outreges of the inveding
Missouri mobs and tholr auxilisries. The National Kansng Commitiaee
rosolved to gend W, Fs Ma Arny oo o specisl messengeor to the Presidont
for the sema purposes Mr. Arny was denisd an interview on the ground
that the Presidoni wae too engeged to congider the metter, Latsr Pres-
ildent Plerce staled that "if Kmnsas had bDeen more anxiocus for peace and
legs enxious about instituntions, there wonld have been no 'brou'blo."lo
He pccused the verious Kenpas Ald Bociefiss of stirring up rebellion by
sending in srmed men ingtesd of pease loving settlers. "Each party," hs
effirmed, “urged ageinat the other exactly the neme cherges, ard at such
o distance from the strife, the Presidant could not determine between
tham.ll The aymy otstliomed in Xansos was there not to prevent or cor-
root outrages uniess they should constitnie invosion or Insurrection,
The Civil pover wes competent to maintein pemce enfl the settlers shomld
depond upon the oivil guthorities." After President Plerce refused to
agsist the Kansas emigrants, petitlons wero circuleted in the northern

statos to be presented to the gpovernors to swrmon the legislatures in

aspecinl oossion to give e£id 4o Kanspss A circulsr lettor spensored by

0. Wabb Scrap Books Vol. 16, psl6l. New York Post, fugust 27, 1856.
10. Ibid. p.215. Boston Evening Telegraoh, Sept. 1, 18EB6.
1l. Webb Serap Dook, Vol. 16, Dp.251. Hew York Tribunae, Sept. 5, 1856.



11

the Tletionnl Xansns Committoe was sont to the govornors for tha semg
vurpoog. Tha lpuse of Revracentotives of Hassachuseiis made an approp~
riastion but ths bill wes defepted in fthe Senate. The legisleture of
Vormont opproprieted 520,000 50 bo used for ¥ansos relief upon satige
factory proof of the netessity for it. Governor FMletcher of Vormont
requested information of Covernor Geary whose raply 414 not give tho
satlofactory proof and vhich need be guotced only in part: "I am not
awara of tho existence of any condition in the territory rendering nec=-
gooary the enployment of monoy. o men able or willing %o work need ba
destituto of the meons of a comfortnble 1ivolihood in Kansaes." The
logislaturs of Tichigan spprop2iated 91,000 to supply sceds to noedy
sattlers who had enlgrated fronm ehigan,

The Hotionsl Honnans Commities appenled to the stnles to orgenize for
the purposg of raislng monoy snd collecting clothing for the Kansas
suflarerss lMr. Hyetd vho wos In chorge of this work sent mony speskers
throughout the country. They found sabont threg~fourths of the people
digposed %o =anist the settlers. Nany lecturers ploo worked o promote
the electlion of Fremont to the presidoncy. This goon led tc the acqusa-
tion that the funds roised were used for political vurposes instead of
bringing eid %o the résidenis of the torrifiory, but thic sccusetion could
not be mointeined. The officers of the National Kangas Cormittee folt
that the clection of Fremont was essonbial to their csuse since it would
meen & chenge in the torritoriel povernment snd would probsbly cenee the
pro-slavory advocates to shandon thoir attempts 4o moke Kansgs o slave

stete. Both pides reslized the influonce of the Kansas oitnation on the
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rrosidentiol oloctlon. Governor Geary had wvarned the pro-slavery men
that cnother rald into Fensas would incure the election of Fremont end
the defeat of Buchenan.

The plan for the organigmtion of the staten, adopted by ths Buffalo
convention proved too complicated and soon the lectnrers urged the people
to donate to the Rational Kanoes Commitbes rather then to spend velusble
time in effecting & compliceted organizations All tha contributions vere
t0 be sent S0 tho committee In Chicago whers a forwarding daepot was
rneintained. The centire Worth end Eest rose with great noscord $o0 mest
the emrgoncy and contributione pomred in upon the Chicggo conmittes and
upon Mr.s Hyett vho wvans identified es the porconificetion of tho relief
work. Tha uve of {the {elogreph wires without payment was ziven to the
nenbers of the cormittes. The Buriingion and fisgouri Rpllroad oxtondEd
0 tho Wational Konsas Qommitice one thousand free tickets from Burlington
to Ui, Plessant, Iowa, ernd reduced the fovre {rom Chicepo o 1%, Plengant
$o three dollimrs for Kenses immigranta.lz Gthar importent reilroads
grantod properiionate reduotions,

During the month of December, 1856, which Ifre Hyatt spent in the
territory, ho collgoted shatemonts from f£ifty~-{fwo settlers in variouvs
perts of the territory concerning their experiences from the time they
iefh thelr formexr homese These stotements contein veluable information
regard ing the nature of the coil and the enomnt of unclelimed lend in
pach localibys Mre. Hyatt plouned 4o mcke o set of nops of each township

subdivided into cléims with the name of every sattler wnd the charecter

12. Wabb Screp Book. Vol.16, D211, Chicago Atlas, Sept.l, 1856.
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of the land. 3Being unable to carry oult this plen to locote immigrants,

he delogated the work 4o Reve Jo B. Stewart, a settler in the territory
who vigited during the winter of 18561857 nearly every settlemént and
placo suited to sattloment, He indicated on o mep 211 the land still
wnclcimed and obteined ¢ description of the lend from the nearby getilers.

As a result he was eble to direct over 400 persons to sulteble cleims.
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Chapteyr III

The Kengas Contral Commitiee



CHAPTER IIT

The Eeonsas Uentral Committeo

The executive coamitles of the Hotlonal Fonsas Committee commonced
i%s gescions July 19, 1856, only one week aolter tho nationsl cermittaee
hed been orgeniged ot Fuffalo. A monidh wes spent orgenising the states
and collecting money bofore the work of distritubion cowid bos;in.ls lip.
Lrny, goneral epgent of tho committoe, went to Hanszs in August, whers
he found nearly helf of the sotblors unarsed and 21l in need of clothing
end blexkets for the coming winber, lany whose cropp hed beon destroyed
during the trovbles in the torvitory of who had baen engemed in miliitery
gervico were plenning $o leave becouse there ooemed to be no posgibility
of obinining p livelihood during the coming wintor.

Tho Eenses Stcte Contral Committee which woo atbempiing fo ralisve
the situetion hed only 8311.00 in ito ‘:;TOﬂmyelé This comnitteo of eleven
memnbers hed been pppointed by e conventilon of theo Kensas IFree Siante Party
held in Wopeke, July -4, 1856 to nusume the monegemont and control of
tho party in Kensese'®  fhe condstion of the inhebitents of tho bore
ritory wes reporvod to the convention and the comittee unnderteok to
furnish the necessery nid, estimeted st $500,000 ond relicved from duty
2ll locol safaty end old committoas in the torritory. The convention
appropristed £500 %o build o rosd for = sbage routa beftween Topeka and

Hebraslka City sinee the HMissourl River wves not considered o sefe meens

13, Hyett Papers. Arny to New York Tabernpcle Corme HeYe, Aug.16, 1856,
146 Ibide
16+ Epnsps Tribung, Topeks, Kenses. July 9, 1656,
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of trensportation for the emigrents from tho free statoss A Uissouri
Rivar chtoemor with 76 zettlers on board hadé docked at Leavenwordh bud
the pasgengers, whc hed been disermed on the way, wore not alloved to
lend but wero talzon back to Alton, I1linoin. They Tinally rcoched
Xanses Ly thae Iowa route which was much nore costly than the river route
tut wes the only safo way G0 reach the derritory. Although tho river
routo uas used to send froighs to the territory thero was always danger
tha?t the goods nmigint be seiszed in trensits The enigrants sent by the
lTationel Kensas Committeo woere sent through Iown end much freight vwes
tronsported in dhe enlgrent trains by this rouise. Vhen it is realized
thet theso wagon trains hind Go travel from Iowa o Xonons -~ g distence
of pome 300 mjles =~ ovor roods vhich werse 1ittla bettior than prairie
trails, i% is gvident thnt the collection of tho supplies wec of littlo
effors compared 0 fthe task of conveylng them To the territorys To
datormine the needg of ecch locality pnd o give the supplies Lo the
mopt neoedy reothor Lthen to the most clemonous pressnied immumereble
probhloma.

lire Arny orrenged for the State Cenirel Commlities to ebandon 1ts
pttempis to raise fuwnds and to sot st the distributing sgent in tho
terrifiory for the Hesionel Kenses Conmitbes.i® Cole 8. Wi Bldridgo, o
nonber of the Iletionel Xenorg Committee who wav conduoting lmmigrants
$raing to Konsas wao 4o casist in the work of digtribtution. Almoest Ime
nedintely trouble erove beyween the twe commitiees over the appoinimant,

1% wos cherpged that Col. Eldridgo tock possension of gll suppliee of the

16, Xansps Tiistorieal Collections, Vol.?, pe405. Report of ¥m. Hutchinson,
Dec.l, 1856.
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immigrant frain end when the territory wns resched, forgel the immigrants
to tuy these supplics,
I'rs Hyatt sugmoested a mwmber of plans whieh 1f ndopted might have elime-
inated much of the trouble which thse National Kensas Committes later
sncountered. One plon was to purchase feod in Chicego and then to call
upon volunteers from Illinois and Iowa to act a8 an gocort into the tere
ritory. The guards wore to finance and vrovision -bhemaelves,l? and thus
savo the committee the expenve of an armed guard. Some of the emigrants
wore 40 settle in Nebracka elong the highway lezding to Kanpoas. Dempite
repoated efforts 4o have this plan adopted, the committeo nsver attempted
to put &%t Inlo practices Iy, Hyett constontly stresced tho idea thnt
the two committess rhould woxk in concert if anything wes 4o be sccomp-
lished., The Kensas Committes should mgke monthly reports of ito achiv-
1ties; and Col. Eldridge, the intormedistory beliwssn the two commitieesn,
should ba held stricily sccountable $o esch, for when the troubles should
ba over, both committees would have to render negounts of their astiv— .
i%1c8. He suggested that some disinterssted porson should be designated
to ssrve in the territory as s balanece wheel on the Central Committes.
This sugzestion like the others was dioregerded by the Fationel Kenses
Comrittes until ¢$he necessity domenied thet they toke sgome actlion.

Dune 40 eriticimm that the Centrsl Commithee was polibical in chare
ackor and 4id not represent the terri’cory,ls ¥r. A¥ny, unier an assumed

neme, made o second trip to Kencas in ODctobver. His own ptatement tells

17« Hyatt Papers. Hyatt to Hationsl Kons. Committee. Ne¥., Sept.4, 1858.
18. Hyatt Papers. Hyakt to Hetional Kens. Committee. NW.¥., Octs 6, 1856.
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wheb mo accompliahedolg "Tpon my orzivel in the territory I found o
atote of thinge existing with regord to the Central Cormiltter which
rendored iV necessery in ny agstimation 4o have the peoplo of Xansns ree
organiso thoat committos end T om hoppy to soy thot 1 succeeded and that
I belicve wo have nowr o committoo who will va officient and will fpithe
fully opprovriate oll nonoy and articles for the rolief of the Snffarerse.
Threg nporsens in onch dintrict ere to aseertein the wants of thoir re-
speotive locelifties nnd report the geme from tima to 4time 4o the Centrel
Oommitioe. The now officers ere S. H. Nertin, nresidents; T&. Hubchinson,
gecrcetery; ond Jemes Blood, trcesurers™

Tanring on Inveslon from MMissonri, ho hed arranged with Covernor
Geary for the orgenization of the freo sicto men Into voluntoer compznies
wndor the comnand of Cods Parrye Irs Arny giressed the noed of sending
clothing end erns quickly and cocrotly. Tt had mrevicusly been srrenged
thet 8l money chonldd o sent by dzeft neyeoble to the traagsurer. Fhe
drafts were o be sent $o tho secrotery so thet ho might obiein e raceipt
fron tho treasursr ond thus nrovont o nisapplication of the funds. 1Ur.
Arny lecrned, vhile in Towes beforo his sccond txip 4o Feonses, of itrouble
batwosn tha memberp of the fenirel Cormitteo which had baen roorgonised
ng a result of his Lirst visite. Dr. Root, vho hod gone to tho northern
gtotes to buy supplien hed not baen ewbhorized by the Contrel Committae.ao
Col., Yene offered %o canducht the immigront %rein, then agsembling in

Towa, into the territory. Dr. Root senchioned this crrengement in the

19, Hyoti Papera. Army to Hyatht. Albom, I1ls, Oct, 23, 1856.
20, HOyedt Poapors. Arny 4o Hyabbe. Chiceso, Sepbs 21, 1856,
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nzne of tho Centrzl Commitioo nlthough it was %o have nothing to do
with the tronsportation of supplies to Konsess Dre Howe end Vre. Hyetd
tried to dissucde Lang Lrom sccompanying the traine. Dr. Howe suggostod
that the Netlonsl Committes gront no ouppliag iT COl. Long wes o ro-
sumo commend of the oxpeditions This threet proved offectivas The
Unitod Stctoes troops vore sattompiing to coplmre Lano and thore wop
dengor thos o nilitery force night bo scent %o onpose the Immigrriion

if ho eccompaniod the troite
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Chantor IV

Distrivbution of Aid in Kanses



CHAPTER IV

Dlotritution of Ald in Konoes

4 Ip impossibvlo to 0ll vhen tho nettlors bYepmn 0 rooeive oid
from the various rellof organicatlons, Hony loeslition In the Lot
gant noney o formor yooldontn vho hef emipreted 4o Yansng, ond no
zogords of thaoo donclions ese nvoilablos "The Vexmond Pasriot” in~
dignently oteated Shat the PHansaet Gomo" wne movoly o pollitienl confidenco
amo and that thousendo of dolliprs hed hoon collected for the widows
and oxphong of tho rmrdercd fyos ohnto mon, eond nog o dollar hod avar

2l guile thio particuloy oriticisn vas not direstod

roffhed Fonacso,
" gpeinot tho Uational Nengae Committeo tho oeme complaint was lotor medo
cgningt 4%y boceusa ilo loasdoro worled notively for thae olaction of
TMeavont $0 $ho nrogsidoneys

Herly in Hovember, Dr. Gullor of ¢he Stato Confrel Cormitfica ccne
ploinod ¢het tho Horth nicht es woll hove dono nothingg, for EKanses hnd
zod no tonelit oxcop® in Lmancaoaa

o Contral Comilteo'n pacorda show donpiions of groceries ond
monoy from July 24, 1656, to July 1B, 1857, fThe £irat clothinzs was given
ou% In Ootobap, 1856, A motloe in the "Towronco Herold of Fracdom™ of
Novonber 22, 1856, ennounged thol tho Contrel Comnitiec hnd oponod ofe

ficon in Lewronco wxlor $ho menopgemans of Cole Bldridge end The iiche

ingom, end vuso prapared to doliver olothing end provisiona to thosa who

2ls Cidpping from Tho Vormont Patriot. July 25, 1086.
22, Nyett Papovne Hynbt to Yhito. Te¥e Cobel0, 166G,
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hed no other visible mecns of supnorte Uritien orders for rolief
signed by the leoecal commitiees ware raquired. finothor notice of tho
sema dobo steted thet the coomitbee hed purchased 3,000 sacks of flour
and o proportional guentity of grocaeries -- onoush in ito opinion to
Zaad 01l tho Gestitmbe in the territory until I'ey of the nuxt yesre o
I% vas soon evident thet this estimofe vould suffice for only a shord tima.
Tha following issues of the peper conteln lishs of the supplies disbursed
end the nemes of the persons fo vhom the sunplios were givens

Tha Centrel OCormmittes eppointed two of ite mombers, Un. Hutchinson
end Jo il Winchell to perve ac commissionors, in concert with tho
Hationnl Committes, Ho stimulato immigration end tho invesiment of
norihern copitanl, during the following spring end summer.24 Thio
propesed work was not staried as lvs fArny arrived - -in Lovronce the camo
day ond after seveoral weaks of investigstion reroved all business from
she Contrrl Committos, Thirty zosidents of the territory in o sworn
sdotemont, regerding tho work of 4he committes testified thet they hed
beon insulded vhen epplying at the ccamiitec rooms for aids thet the
poor wore turned owey and the supplies given Lo the friends of The
committooe llnany similier stctoments were obiained from individualo.
A7tor wetching the progress of business in the commiitec rocmo aboutd
Hovember 1, Reve Jo De Stewers stated thet the Contrsl Committes was

emply oupplied with food and eclothinge Vhile some people wers glven

23, Harald of Freedom. Lawrence, Ignsas. Hove 22, 1866,
24, Horald of Freadom. Lawrence, Kansps, Nov. 29, 1856.
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preciically nothing, others reiurned repentedly end received lergoe
supplios emch *I;imc.25
thon Ire Hyelt lesyrned of these conditions, he mede o triv to Kon-
ses and, upon his errivel in Lewrence, began 50 reorgenize the systenm
of digtribubting 2id. In ¢ onjuncitlon with e, Zray, he opened abore
roomo vihich were sbtocked with the supplies arriving from the Chicego
offico cnd those obtoined from the Central Commitbes. They offered to
reimburse all individuels who hed purchased any properiy from fhe agente
of the Havilonnl Committesy end fo compenseie ell nersons who hed nob
roceived money Or property diepabched to them from the Ered, through
tng Hotionnl Gorm‘aiﬁtecﬁa Heither lr, Byett nor lir. irny c¢ould deny
requants for nid, o1 both gave reneronsly o relieve sny distress vhich
wes brougat to thelr aktention, As n result they were enlogized by the
gettloro Tor thoir openw-handedness nnd the members of the Contrel Come
mittse ware condemnced more horshly.

Although public sontiment was grontly enbittered egpinat the Cenlral
Committee, the YHerald of Frecdom" alterpted o omooth ovor the situation
by en ediboriel containing the follouving remarks: ¥“rhe giving of charity
in ofton as deliceate & matier as the rocslving of chavrity., Ve hove
feolt thet our committee of disburgemoent hed ploeed themsolves in very

difficult circunstcneos. IP the membova hnd any defecis of charactor,

this nogition would be likely to drew them out end cxpose them. The

25, Hyatt Peporp. Stewart to Hyatt. Levirsnce, Jen 10, 18657.
26, Horald of Freedem, Latrence, Xonsns. Dece. 20, 1856.



committeo has mede o trial end feiled and rmch compleint is mode egeinst
it. TFut as 1% ves not eppoinded by the people Tor this business, it has
dene mg woll po conld be oxpeotcdq“27

A nev locel commlibeo was eppointed composed of Reve Se. Y. Ium,
Ravo L. lute, Go . Hulehinson, Reve 0. Ho Lovejoy, end Charles Stearns
viho weg 0 bo troansurer end pgent of tho commitiee. Heo gove bond end
gecurity for 520,000 to the Hationel Kemses Committes.~C Itre Arny lefh
828200 4in cagsh end crrenged for S2000 credit in groceries and other goods
from P.Conon’t of Kensas Ciiye~> During the first three wesks this new
commitieo distributod 325 pockases valued =t $43,875 and was supplied
with fiour end groceries over 810,000 in velue.

The inveotlgotion of the effairs of the Centrel Commiites resulted
in the f£ollowing report by Ire ﬁrny.zo

Horseo go0ld ond unsecounted for as par coritificate

of T HMutchinson 22,064,258
lotes in 4reagury per report of J. Blood 614,65
Plour not yebv doelivored to Centrnl Committee 3,500.00
¢osh in heond renerted by J. Blood 3,921.635

10,100.,43
Flour and provisions delivered o frny 1,386.68

& B,713.68
Xy, Arny demanded the return of this belance which included only money
peid to the Caonidral Committee after the Cectober visit of Fr. Arny to
the %tsrritory. The sccounks of the Centrnl Committee credit lr. Arny

with £8,000 on Docombor 2, jugt bafore the committee was deposed, end

£87. lerald of Freedom, Lawrence, lionss, Poc. 3, 1856,

28, Hyatt Pepors. Arny o Hratt, Lavrence, 7Dec. 27, 1856,

29, Hyett Pepers. Arny to Hyebt, Renses City, 1Mo., Dec. 29, 1856,
30, Herald of ¥reedom, Lawrence, ¥s., Dec. 27, 1856,
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£2,000 on December 15, which was paid to the commiftes for orders drewm
by ¥re Arny. The publishing of the repord, followed by the strtemens
thet the citizens of the territory should see that the fund be properly
appropricted to tha comfort of the destitute settlers,51 caused the
memborg of the Contrrl Commitéee to stawmchly defend ite work,

Jomes Blood, ftreasurer of the Centrol Committea, reporited that he
held an unveid balance of $1,300 for orders 1ssued on his store by ir.
frny end oxplnoined thet the money in the gfreasury hed been withheld from
Arny because he falled to show aubthority from the Nationsl Committee.
T™his statemont must be discredited ze !y, Arny hed s lotter from H. B.
Hord guthori-ing him to repudiste the Conbral Commlttes. MNr. Blood
farther charged that the Centrel Commitieo had been delpyed in making
mny raport because lr. Arny hed exirected importent documents from the
files of the committee while In his hands for 3.nsptaci:.’um..ﬁ:3 Jermary

24, 1857, the cormmittee published its officlel revort ss followss

Totel mumber of articles received 16,334
Artlicles teken by lire Arny 1,000
Value of salas from Committee rooms 876,25

{S0ld %o persons of limi%ed means ot 2/3
sctual valua)

Flour and grocories purchased 47,600,000

BExpenso incurred in ¢lstribution 332,41
Thieg revport merely indicatos the oxtent of the work of the committes.
The 15,334 articles prasumadly disbursed by the committee, are not o

point of the controversr except with regerd to the justice with which

31, Herald of Trecdom, Lawrance, Kee., Jan.3, 1867.
32. Herald of Freedom, Lewronce, Ks., Jon. 24, 1857.
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they wore distributed. The remainder of the renort is gulte worthless
with the exception of thse $76.25 roprecenting sales, vhich wonld indic-
ete that tha centrrl committes had not s0ld donntions extensively.

Js s Winshell end Wme Hutchinson published o lengthy reports of
the history ond activities of the Konsns Centrsl Comittes. Aftor ro-
coiving the errengement for tha division of work mede with the Wationed
Kensag Commitiee in October through W. ¥Fe M. Arny, thoy explzined that
the memborg of the Contral Committee hed unsed their personel credit to
furnish supplics, relying for security upon prospechive payments by the
Hationel Coamittoe, only to hevo the paymonts restricted to the purchase
o? further »rovicions, Through insinmuations by Hyebt and Arny that the
Contresl Committse had approprigted reliof funds to politicgl uses, and
thot distursements haﬂ been portiel, it could no longer obtzin donatione
40 roimburse the membears of thoe commitdee or to carry on relilef work.
Except for the fund set aside 40 purchase flour only {8,000 had been
rocoived and of thia sum, £5,000 hed been roturned in supplies to M.
Arnyo  Although the Matlonal Connittee hod daclered its confidence in
the Contrel Committoe, it had declinad to repose eny rosponsible truat
In its charga.ss

Unon the publicetion of these two revorts M'r,. fray immediately
pointed out tho diserepsncies botwgon them. Blood?s report showed thet
5386,75 in supplics hed been ordered by Arny while the other report

showed $5,000. Of the unpaid brlonce of 51,386.75, the Hetional Kensas

3%« Kansas Relief Clippings, 1860-61l. Now York Times. Jene30, 1857.
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Committes had poid Blood 81,382.82 leaving e balance of $4,13 which
reprosented pergonal purchases of Arny. Regarding the asccount of
$2,064.25 for horses belonging to the Notionsl Kansas Committee and sold
by Hutchinson, Blood hed one palr, Col. Eldridge hed sold and rsceived
payeent £or another peir, while the remainder had bean sold back to
tho National Oammitteaasé

This controversy hetween the two comuitiees in Kensas discpedifed
ganarslly the Canbdrsl Committes ard o considerable port of the discredit
raflected on the Netlonael Committes and undocudindbly diminished the vol=
une of condributions which wore sent to Chiongo. "he z;esignation of
¥r. Lrny as genersl sgent was foreed in an effort %o check criticism
egainst the Hational Committes. Mr. Hyatt was greatly hempered 1n his
worlk by the complaints of somg of the commlittes members. He c.onaidered.
seriously the advisability of resigning from his poéition as prasldent,

Much of the criticism was direchted ngalnnt Hyett's setion ragerding
Col,. Harve:;r'a eolony 4n Anderson County, and contribtuted in large pard
to v, Arny*s rosignation, The Central Commities accused Hyatt and
Arny 6f heving given wnwerranted sums of money and supplies to {this
sattl_emeh‘b I‘because eoch hed pecuniary Interests in the colony. |

. Cols Jemes A, Hervey, with his entire company of S0 men of ﬁhe

Third Free State Regiment, foock claims In Anderson county pnd estobe
lished ‘hhe town of Hyattviile or Garnett as it wao later called. I,

Hyatt visited the colony and guthorized Mr, Arny %o provide arms and

34._' Herald of Freedom, Lawrence, Xensas, lare. 4, 1857.
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emrmnition to tho colony e9 it wes the first outpost of defense, Governor
Geary hed sustcined this nction bedouse the men were out of enployment,

29 jtemperery peesce ligd beon esiablished, and wors 1ikely %o bocome a
charge upon the towm of La.v.-rence.zEj lony Immigrents had been oo
occupled with militory service 10 sgoure €loims before wintor and when
the militery orgenizations were disbanded, found themselves in Lawrenca.
The town opposed further immigretion and urged that no more poople shonld
coms until spring because the supply of feod was limited,

The Wationnl Kansas Committee notified Mr, HAyetd that he hed no
aunthority to uzo the funds of the commibtee for the colony in Andersom
County snd wrged him 4o pive en immedinte mccount of his disbtursementu.
Nire. Hyatt spirifedly replied that he did not assume cuthority tui did
agoumg rasponsibility for the money spent to keep the colony on thoe
80il and from sterving. As ressons for his "remarkeble line of policy™
ho did not regard the free will offerings of the lorih os elms or the
recipiente as psupers. The Horth hed emphatically seid "kesp the sei-
+tlers on the soil,” He had been compelled to act promptly to scve the
men from freesing. The members of the FHetional KRansas Commitice were
in Chicago earing for their personel Yusiness while Hyatt hed left
home, negleeted his Wusiness, peid his expenses end contributed £6,000,
Under these circumstences hs felt thet he had o right to osswme

suthority. He wes sending e stesm saw, grist mill, lsth mechins, and

35. Knngeg Historicel Colleotions. Vols 7, pe407. Governor Gonry o Ve L,
M¥ereys Lacoupton, Xensos. Dec, 22, 1856.
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tools for carpeniors nnd bLlacksmiths to the colony; and hed directed
Arny 0 purchese teomo, plows, and ssed corn. If the comnlttes should
10t ocpprove these expenditures he venld refund the moneynss

Er, NMyntt travelled twenty dsys on horsebrek ovér Kenses during
Docenber, 1856, and Jemery, 1857. He porsonally distributed 1,000
vorth of supplies. He found thot the distribution of the northrern
gifto hed not been porfect but thnt mich hed been dons 4o halp the
noedy.2¢ He ostimeted that omly half of the clothing hed arrived
in $the terzltory, snd of that half mach was unsuitsble ard worn out, 95
In apite of these discoureging facts he sterted sgitation to supply
geads for the coming spring ond to gsiablish a loen fend to aid tha
settlors in meldng the neceesery poyments on their olaims,.

Ater the rasirmetion of W, ¥ M. Arny, E. 8. Whilman beocame gonoral
2gent and supervised the work in the territory. Thae local commitbes
contimed to distribute clothing, food, mnd seceds pent by individuals.
The otete of Hichigen sappropricted 1,000 to be used by ¥Mr. Yhitmen to
qupply seeds to Tormer rosidents of l{ichigan.sg Finelly the Hational
Kansas Commities directed MNr, Whitman to distribute nll remelning sup-
plies on craedit of ons yeer. The funds arising from this sale should
bo used to redeem the "Protection Mund Serip” which hed been Issued %o

dofray the oxponses of repelling the invesion by Shonnom¥s milltis in

36. Hyett Papars. Ryatt to Hord. Now York. Mare. 19, 1857.

37. Oyett Propors, Hyett to Cleevelani. Kons. T o Jen. 4, 1867,
38, Oyatt Papors, Hysts t0 Amos Lowrance. He Yo, Fobe 11, 1857,
39, Hersld of Freecdom, Lowrence, Yans., fApril 11, 1857,
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1855, and later hed been used in payment by the agent of the Hew
Ingland Emigrant Ald Gompeny end the Centrel Committee.qo

The sacond meeting of the Hatimel Xeonges Commities was held in
Chicago, Jans 27, 1857 1% proved to be the lagt one aver held as no
finel pceownting was over male by the committes. Horace Crecloy,
Gorritt Smlth, Cherles Dana, Amos Lavrence, snd cther donors and friends
were invited to attend. The State Cenbral Committes, the various sub-
comitioes, ond pll egents of the Hatfonnl Xansee Committeo were ra-
quested to malke reportg,
Tollowing is the report submitied by the Secretary:é'l

Financial Repori

Received from ell sources £30,000
Expended 81,000
Balenca in trensury 9,000

Furnished by Masaschusetts $27,000
" " Tew York 33,000

" * I11linois 10,000

" " other stetes 20,000
Pobal 50,000

Baigronts gsent by the Comm,. -« 2,000
Provisions sl groceries purchased - $£20,000 - 30,000

Clothinge Raport

Boxaga Bastimatod Value

Clothing received =t Chicago ' 763 $110,000
Shippod from St, Louis Oct.l-Dec,.ll 412 60,000
(110 detrined on XMo. River by close of
navigation)
On hond ot Chicago 351 80,000

Total Cogt OFf Trongporbotion ee.esvessascasvecene 94,108,79

40, Konsas Relief Papers. 185657, E.B, Vhitman to people of Konsas.
41, Clipping from Yew York Tribune. Jon. 27, 1857.
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This report reprasents the work of the Cormitteoe for six months —-
from July 1856 to Jmmery 1857, nlthoungh tho committeo's aotivitiem
did not cosse urtil Moy 16857, and doos not include funds insrusted to
lre Byatt porsonally, which would smount %o several thousand dollars
could the anount be ascerinined.

The Kenoas Cenirel Commities raised monsy by 1t owvn offorts be=
fore gnd aftor itg connection with the Hationsl Kansas Committee, The
books of the Kenses Committes show disbursemsents of supplics and money
from July 25, 1856 to July 15, 1867, although it acted o3 the rgent for
the Hational Kanses Committee for only two months, The echivities dure
ing these two monthg fer oxceeded the activitles of all the other months
of the year.

There 1o no ovideonce to show that the Hew Englmnd Emigrant Ald Come
peny ever cerried on eny relief worke In the report of the Board of
Direciors, lay 27; 1666, is an item "Donations %,303.53«42 Since weo
imow that the officers of the How Englond Emigrent Ald Company acoepted
contriimtions for the Koneas suffereras ond that ltg agents distributed
this money in the torritory we may assume that this item Indicates the
emount of the coniribmtions, After the National Kensas Commities was
formed a1l such contritutions were turned over to thet comnittec. Is
there, +then, eny doubt ag to which orgenizaticn is rosponsible for the
relisf work when we compare the £3,303.63 possibdle donationa recelved by

the FNew Englend Emigront Ald Company with the £81,000 expended by the

42, How Englend Imigrent Ald Co. Rapord's_. May 27, 1856,



fetionol Committee beforo Jemuery 27, 1857 cnd af lopst %9;000 spend
later, besides donebions of clothing valued ot $100,0002 After do~
ducting 84,000 exponso incurred in tronspording clothing end 310,obo
spant for crms and samnmliiion from 90,000 iotal axpenditures, we hove
76,000 which was aspent for velief in the Jerritory.

Tha zoport shows that the Tatlonel Konsas Cormittce sent 2000
settlers from July to Jenuary, The oixz months of the year vhen eaigration
would o the lecst popular becauss of tho sepson and the politiend
troubles, The mool conerous astimets medo for tho New Fnglond Eamigrent
Ajd Compgny i3 1,800 emigrents, who were sent ovor s peried of soveral
yoarsgés

hile these figmres seem quiie conslusiva, thoy 4o not {4ell the
antire story beceuso the Hew Englsnd Dmigreont Ald Company blazed the
$r2il in Sho work of nmaling Ilenses o £roo stais ond crected interast
throughout the Horth. When the Hew Englend Emigrent Ald Company stepped

aside gnd the Intional Hensng Committao ascumad the task of providing

food and clothing Tor the Kensas soitlers the foundations of the work

43, 500 sstilers in 1855 - Estimabe made by Fdumrd 2. Halae, Lawvrence, Fse.
Sept. 16, 1879
1300 sestlers before June, 1856 - Statement by Thomes Vedb, Boston,
June 25, 18506,
500 gsotilers ~ Sent in 1857 - lfov Sngland Tmigront fld Co. Ricket
Books.,

Yew Englond Mmigrent Aid Company sent troins of 50 emisrenta.
Tational Unnsns Committoe trains were composed of from 500 to 500

emigraniga
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wera plready lnid.

Being o bhusiness enterprise the Hew Englond Emigrant Ald Company
could not conduet a nation wida choritable movermonts Itg handa wers
$iod by the limltatione of the cherter and & new nrganlzation had to
ba Formed which was wregtricted in ita nature end counld ssauma sny
new burdens which might present themsslves. The Mew Englond ¥migrant
A1d Coumpeny prepored phemphlets deseribing the climate and soil of
Honsaz end adviging the best rontes of roaching Kenons.

The publication of lists of current nrices In the ferriiory soved
necdlgos transporiation by tho emigrsznts of many things which thay could
purchooe in Kansas., lliany sebtlers leber tsstified that they came to
Kensas primerily to betier thoir sconomnic condiiions pnd only secondarlily
to edvenco the fres stplo cpuse. These people vwould never have lefi
their homer for o new country hed not some orgmnizetion boen fostering
tho moverment and giving assursnces that tovme would bs sstablished,
schoolg organized, exnd the country developsd by ndditilonnl caplisnl,

Likewige the influencs of the Hational Konses Committee and the
people who contributed money and clothing canmnot be estimated. Hithout
the mesurences which it gave, %o provide food and clothing, hundreds
of gattlers would have left Kensss end the frea state couso would have

been naterinlly injured,
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