KU ScholarWorks | The University of Kansas Pre-1923 Dissertations and Theses Collection

http://kuscholarworks.ku.edu

The Religion of Klopstock

by Milton D. Baumgartner
May 18th, 1903

Submitted to the Department of Germanic
Languages of the University of Kansas in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts

LIBRARIES This work was digitized by the Scholarly Communications program
The University of Kansas | Staff in the KU Libraries’ Center for Digital Scholarship.




P D) -;

Mester Thesis

Cerman

Baumgartner, ¥.D. 1208

Religion of Klopstock.




THFE RELIGION OF KLOPSTOCK.

Thesis for the degree of Master

By

M.D.Baumgartner.

University of Kansas.

iiﬂ‘,' I8 X I 90.3 .A

) - : P
'M‘ \“v 3; ‘:f (:"‘/,5,
R SRS O e
PP, IJ/%
¥y W=
R Lo
L8 A iy
. P
‘:—'-.: ‘ f" w‘" y
\l;’d' /".‘w:/ .
G A Ay
W Ay T i WY &)
< ¢ . PN o
e S
of Arts,



BIBLIOGRAPHY,
Klopstock, F.G. pecsammelte Weike von Franz Muncker Stuttgart,
Qgtta$éche Buchhandlung.
Vol. T and IX, Der Messins,
Vol. III Oden geistliche Liéder.
Vol., IV Der Tod Adams Hermann's Schl~cht Hermann's Tod und
ﬁpigramme in Auswahl.
2. Schmidt, Erich; Charaktecristiken. Berlin, Weidmannache
Buchhandlung; 1886. ppII8 I78.
3. Gereinus, GG; Geschuchte der Deutschen Dichtungvon Karl
Barchi Leitpsic I873,
Vol. 4, pp I126_219
4. Gostwick, Joseph; German cvlture and Christianity.
London, 1882 Chap. I, 1I, III,XI
5., Schmidt, Julian; Geschichte des geistigen lLebeens in
Deutschland. TLeipsic. 1864. Vol. II, pp I_34, 41_47, 60_ 62
118 123, 169 _177.
6. Zimmermann. Dr. George; Genien der deutschen Poesie,
Herrig's Archiv., Vol. I4. pp 66_1I05.
7. Natorp, 0, Oberlechrer zu Malheim, K!opstock nach
religiosen Gesictapunkten, Herrig's Arc¢hiv. Vol. 39 p 470.

8. Zirmermann, Dr, George, Herder's Aesthetik.

Herrig's Archiv Vol, 17.

. W
9. Winkworthy catherine; Christian é:ﬁ;:ia of Germany.
Lippencott & Co. philadelphia. 1869, pp 323 _3355.



I10. Hettﬁr, Hermann; Geschichte der deutschen Liferatur in
I8ten Jahrhundert. Brawmschweig, I1879. Vol. I & II.

11. @ilmar, A.F.C. Geschichte der deutschte Netional Literatur
Marburg und Leipsic‘. I874 . pp 402 418,

I2. Scherer, W.AjHistory of German Literatur. \ ()
Translated By Con}r:gare, New York, 1888. Vol.2 pp 19 47.

I13. Taylor, Bayaﬁ; Studies in German Literature. New York
1880. pp 234 245,

I14. TFrnst, A und Tc;;, J.; Litteraturkunde ’1:1;1.1‘ hohere
Midehenschulen, Leipsic and Berlin. 1893 Band 4, pp 207 _2I5.
I5. Schmidt, Julian; Geschicte der deutschen Litteratur.

Berlin 1886. Band I. pp 228 253,



The Religion of Kiopatock,

In one of his theological discussiors ressing sald:
"Luther wvou have freed us from tradition: who will frees
u3 from the letter?" (Heé@er Vol,I P,I)

Tn- this sentence we really havs'tha gist of the e~
liglous situation as we find 1t in the latter part of the
seventesnth century and the beginning of the elghtee th.
Luther had taken a firm stand, He had said, T will not
accept what some one else maintaine to be the right and
what our fathers have handed down to us , No I will go to
the orizinal and read for myself, That gave an impetus to
religlon, especlally in Germany, Men learned to read and
think f'or themselves, S50 many who b;fore had simply followe
ed the dlectutes of the church, who had by force of hebit
and custom believadyln God, mow read and thought and grew
in their religlous rnatures,

In course of tlme the letter became as objectiqggizl?
Men dild not think for themselves, The first questlonthsy
would ask wus, What does the Boripture say? The law was
often obwyed in letter but not in spirit, Bolence and
1nvent16n as well as secular knowledpge were making rapld
strideq in France znd E-gzland, Their religion of necessity
changed as dld thelr ways of think ing and living, due to
prqéﬁaaa. Conseguently thcaﬂffﬁbre progrsssive; cha-.ge

thelp views on some of the dootrines of Christilanity then



held and in the course of time their views abnormally
developed into an a2lmost negatlive position,

In Germany we find e change taking place in thoLutheran
church which at first was Por the beiter, It was a bresak-
ing away from crecd and the letter and a taklng up of practla
cal religion, It was a step forward, Only those were peor-
miited to preach whose lives were conslstant with thelr

veliefs, In other woatds plety wss demanded and for that

zgggggwyhgaﬂ"hg;onging to the movement are known to us as
Pletists, At the head of this rew religlous movamenttwe
find tpener of Frankfort who was not the first Pletlst but
was Lhe FPirst to tazke a bold open stand and proclaim 1it,
In I670 he bagsn to hold his collepia pldtatls, devbtlional

services, in which met Yogether people of all classes 0to
listen to his religious telks, his interpertation of the
2ible =nd to take part in prayer, This rellglous party
which hed been organized in part to co ntermect the spirit

of Athelsm which had grown up to some exten£ in France, in
the course of time deteriorated into a mere moral 1life on
the one slde and what we might call &n Agsceticiem on the
othey ©Opener was plous a'd Lclarant. Hils followers did not
remalin thus alﬁayn. Recause Christlian VWolff held different
opirions ?rom th@m for *nstancp? thev 4vovn him Irom Halle,
lPQi&&bm Tever maae 'useLI felt 1in uerma“y 86 aid Puritanlism
in Pngland and Jaysenism In Frence , Lo some extent simllar

movementl g, (Hngﬁar Vol.,I., P, €I)



Thls 18 due to the lew ebd to whilch the movemsnt had fallen,
At last 1t conslsted only of gulet nraysr-meetinganand
asceticism much as som* of the monastic orders had been ,

hence it fell into disrspute,

A 1ittls rarlisr than the Pietiste a sect sprangup in

England which for a long time wielded considerable ynciuence
These were the Delsts. At first they too were devosed and
remeined relliglous but were less orthodox than the Pretists,
They belleved 1n God andlmmortality, To them Christ  anity
meantfonly 2 moral code, They rejscted revealed religlon
and Christianity as well 28 the historical Biﬁla. Tﬁey
wanted a natural religlon mhich reason would give them,
Lord H:gmrt Cherbury was amor& the first to start tks move-
ment with his bouk,“DeVnritatiﬁ which came out in Pawtw
in I€27, The book which John Toland published in I6¢S5

entitled, “Christianity rot Mysterious', was far reaching inj

lts inflvence a-d was much discussad, The main idea Tolé;a
put forth in hls book was that "nothing can justly require
our falth and submission, save that which agre~s withthe
lawsof our understanding", ( .26)

Ihe
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understanding’is the man" 1s his method of putting it.

To be sure this dootrine diycctly overthrew the Christian <)

religion since some things, in fact many of the teabhings '

of the Christlen religion are in part mysterlous and the
understanding ‘easnpt grasp them,

,
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Toland wag attacked from many sides, Leibnitz wrote one
of the fifty-four replies, Hé showed him that there were
thoughts aslde from the Christlian religion which were pot
apperent to the understanding and yet were accepted, Ameng
those he mentions are "scent and color' in nature or the
"magnetic laws', Now the magnetic zctlon 18 partly Mmown but
the source 1s not fully comprehended,y=t magnetism 131‘gliev~
ed In by sclence and made practical use of,

The Delsts were opposed by the so-called apoloiists
who stood up for Caristianity and for the historical EBibles
There were few who w=re bold enough in asserting the mys
sterlous 1n the Scriptures. In argulng with the Delsts they
failed to grasp the situation well and permitted thelr op-
ponents to hold the ground that unless they could explain
the mysterious in the Christlian religion it would hzave to
fall, Fad they boldly asserted that,aome things the now
saw Yas through a glass darkly," bt accepted as the sclent~
ist does many things whilch he orly in part comprehendds, they
would have strengthened thelir positlon,

By ma~y Athelsm was feared and for that reason the
Deistle doctrine was rejected, The creed that "fatith was
a8 0ld a9 creation weas boldly presched in En;land andsoon
heartily accepted in Germany, (GostwlckP,i9)

This gave a hopeful splirit to the movement and men wxlcomed
it. Human nature wzs misjudged however, for the Delsts

maintained that the increase of virtue in the wolld was due

-~



to innate virtues telonging to human rature instead cf
coming from the gocd results of Christlan labors and sac~
rifices continued through centuries, Freadom and sec.lar

education, according to the Deists, would make the virtues

unfold and grow end "make a paradise of the woikld", False
a8-this cresd was, 1t encoursged unbellef and gave r#se to
Athelsm and the soclal revolution in Frence and Germﬁny

under the name of Ratlionalism,

By the middle of the elghteenth c¢entury English Deism
had Spread into France and Germany., In Fngland this movew
ment, which had not resched the masse& of the people 80
much 28 the learned @r the reading oclass, was crowdedout
and supplented by Weslsyan ve£hodiam, 8 mgre corthodox movemeht.
A general revival spread through England and pcsitive faith,
Christian faitq,became prev4lant again, More people were
reached beoausg:?he methods uvsed 1n promulgating the doc-
trines, The Deists wrote to the people, while John znd Famsmks
Charles Wesley telked to them and in that way got in touch
with a larger:ntmber. people could better appreciate glmple
orthodox faith and besldes in England freedom was feared,
lest Atheism should spread as in France,

In France it was different, There Deism flourished.

Voltalre spreed the movement, He hovever, did rot remein
an orthodox Deist, He asserted,"(l y & un etre supreme)®
there is a Bupreme, but not withouvt scme hesitzncy., Like-

#lse he alfirmed the lmmortallty of the so 1, but ot firmly,



Condillec, his contemporary, boldl, asserted that wan 1s an
animal and Diderot for a time inclined toward Delsm,but soon
changed over to pantheism and s{ill later he sssumed a neg-
atige position, denying the exlstence of God and the lmmor-

So

tality of the soul,  Msttrle, a friend of Fredsgick TII was

™~
a materiatlist and in his book “Systéme de la Sﬁmure, ad~
vocated bouvndateriaelism and Athelsm,

In Germany Deism grew znd flourished on the Pe=istic
literature lmported Prom HEngland, The decay of thh”é?'
.rthodoxky helpsd muehlto make Deism popular AniGeaemdny ~or a
time, "he spresding of scientific books had shaped the minds
of Gemmany enough so that the treatisegon Delsm were wel-
comadlthere and Christign orthodoxy declinec while r:tlonal=-
Lem began to gain a foothold,

It 1is interesting to note that in England Delsm pre-
ceded Methodlsm, 1In Germaﬂ??éggjigz other hand, somewheat
of the same nature as Methogiam, though less orthodoy, pre-
ceeded Ratlo-alism, In fact Luth=rnism and Pletlsm, especleid-
1y the latter, seemed to prepare tne way for tne ratlonal
movement In Germany,

Semler was one of the first to 'elp bring abou the

age of “Enlightenment"_A»fﬁxtlgrung’ or "clearing up" during
the reilgn of Fredrick T1I,, who was a Ratlonalist and Mater-

ialist, Semler and e rumber of his followers msl be styled



moderate Ratlonallsts for they stlll were moralists :nd
partly orthodox, for Hemler is said to not to have doubted
the existence of a Bupreme being +nd to hsve held +to his
private religion, (Gostwick P,44)

Ratlonzlism took &« more positlve aspect;Relmayss,who
1s a representative of Lh s movement, as well as the first

to take an open sténd for it, ulterly rejecled as & frafd,

the whole of the positive Chr) stlanlty, He belleved in the
immortallity of the souwl, llis faith wzs built on nstinct,
He argued from the instincte with which the Creator Lad en~
dowed anlmals, dumb brutes, and held that thelr lnstincts
did not deceive them, PFrom that he then drew the concluslon
that since that was true of the physlical instincts ofbrutes,
it would be true of the superior instinets of the human soul,
He baught Utllitarisn sm as did the “popular philosophers¥,
moralistes thatl espoused Utllitarianism, wme 18 dbest known
for his "Apology" publishedabout thirty years after his
deathy In this he has a hlstorical criticism of the 8crip~
ture, Whzt did not coincide with human experlence, ke ex-
plained away but still he did not reject the Sceriptu.e as
a whole, and apparently sought the truth,

Hls followerl@ﬂamler, was a man of a different type,
He seemed to make it his 1ilfe's work to destroy falth in hiss
torical Ghriatianltg,and veneration for the early Ch:.rch,
Although educzted among ‘he Plestistse at Halle, he secretly

rejscted Pletism and espoused the cauee of the Delsts,

2



For -him relligion wes & private affair, in which no tvwo men
ever thought alike, Conscience was to be the gulde., This
was8 to be alded by his own interpretation of the Scrﬁpture.

To him the Bible for the most part, was simply a repﬁblicatinvt
of natural religion, Oome of 1t however, he bellieved to be
Nivi-ely insplired beCause the perusal of 1t had an eclifing
inflvence on the reader., He 18 accused of being a hypocrltj
of lImowingly decelving men, but his views lack clearness,

50 that it 1s hard to krow hls posgition, Be that as 1t

me.y, many through him, lost their faith,

Behrt, & disclple of Semlsr, repres-nts yet another
phase of Ratlonalism, The advocates of the religlous move~
mente so0 far nave espounded free doctrines but lbved moral
lives, Bahrt, though s minl:ter, purchased a tavern and
there entesrtainsdéithe ravole, He would tell them something
serlious and move them to tears, Ths next nstent, though
an sducatled man, he would relate sometning low and trivlal,
and showed no reverence for the Scripture, no verera ion for
the Supreme, no regard for Hyman laws for he lived an 1lm-

~“¢u}#anral wraiched 1lifs,| Tor a time now, religlon was Influenced
by the already mentioned Ypop lar philesophors" who gave a
new trend to Rationalism, Bahrt's 1mmor\ality was rejected.,

They did not accepl Christianity but wented to substitute for
it morality, which was stlill In a way dependent on Christian
faith for many of their doctiines were indlrectly “besed



on the te.chings of the New Testiment, Their one aim,
however, wz8 o suvstitute morallty for revealed religlon,
Dorner has summed up the result of the Ratlonalmove~-
mer.t @o well thet I do not se~ how 1i cen be better put,
1ence I ¢ulote in part {EE£§.hn’hayﬂ:
REet Lonpl men must accept no evidence, save Lhet whibh is
real, ©So far did they go on 1n this way that they lest
vudterly, at last the lsmuliy of seeling anything holy and
morally beautdful in the person of Christ, Fis grand ldea
of a Kingdon of God to ve established In thls world they
could not wnderstend otherwlise thean by zscribing even to Him?
such aeculaf notices as were recognlzed in their own sphere
of thought, Cbnuequenbly the chereacter of Lgp itoly One
himself wes aiiacked. He was accused os ondﬁ%efore the
High Priesi, 80 now before Reagon¥s tribimel, Oncs more
he wes triﬁﬁ;'now at the bar of reason} H€ wa8 stripped of
his glory} ﬁsaaon itself ascended the thréhe rightfully be-
longing Ao Him-in His church; once more He was numbered
with si;n”ré; the sentence of condrmnetion was prenoinced
agalnet Him, Yhet follows?  Ase of '1d, the way ofshumilw
atioﬁ i8 made the roed to victory,ascension} glor;_afglory
that will be brighteyis®hen that of Fis first appearance in
thia world, Aftier thls death followes His regurrect. on,
Dorh'r'a figurative summing up, points out two good resylts

for the Christian religlon occtMin: from Rat.onallsm, The



first is that the Christlan r-lizion was held up before the

peopla, "The trial' as Dorner puts it, was puvblic add those
who witnessed it went away bearing in their memories a pilc=-
ture of the Innocent One, Futhermore Ratlonalism brought
reagon into the Christien religion , Tt will remain true
thet religlon ls largely fe~ling, emotion; but the r:tional
controversy made men . ¥hink, and reason why snd wheréfore
this or that. as taught them, be true. It did more,for it
alao’{tu}ﬁbf%hmmthat reason could perform crly 2 certein
function, that after all falth in some thinge not fully com=
prehended in the plan of salvation, wes requisite in religion
and ought to be acceptdrin full faith as some things in
sclence which are mysterioms, are held as irue, e~ven though
Bolentiflically they oénnot be proved,

For a tlke let u; now leave the religious movemeonts and
philosophice tendencles and izske up the situatlon of poetry,
whlch cen not be separate ertirely from religlon, wrom about
1600 to 1720 we have e period in German literature #n
whigh the foreign element predominates, In the beginning
of the eighteenth century ﬁe £ind @hat in Hamburg and
Lelpsie, for instence, the Engllﬁh, the Frence and the
,populﬁﬂ%ﬁlﬂmenta predominate in their literature; in/ Zuriok
and Eerlin we find at this time the influence exertedipy
French freedom, but there 1is an inclination toward B8hakspere

and Milton, who more nearly represent the Germanle thought



and feesling,
Gottsclied, who represented the Leipsic cchool¥lnew the @
old -Gormarde Literature but his interest wes drawn ﬁoward
the drama and the Frence style, Bodmer, =long wiih
Breltinger, 1¢ the representative of the Swiss and Be lin
scheoly FHe took less stoek in the artistlc drama znd the
oalrly posiry cof Germany, the Minnegesong and the Qﬁﬁmlungen~
lied, which were once more studied, Then further, ﬁhe Lelpe
8lc school sesparated the'rﬁligious 1ife from the =aesthetic,
That gave to thelr literature a lightress acd fre=dommuch
es the llterature of Frence possessed at this time., RPodmer
and hls schﬁgl did not separate theilr religion from their
poeiry, OOnsequently we §ind their postry serlous, often
glocmy, To him the eplc posm was the highest form ofpoetry,
Halding this cpinion as Bodmer 4id, it is not surprising
ts learn of = German prose trznslation of “Paradisc‘ﬁgat“
which he made in I732, 1In hilse prefzce to the translation
the author refers to Addison as the revivér of appreclation
for Mllton in the elghteenth century. Fs also speaks nigh-
ly of Bhakspere and calls him "the 'nglish Scophocles,who
introducsd the meter of Milton, blenk vnrset,into nqlama
and w8 Milton's model in point of languwegs", (7'I. §chever,13)
“elther Bodm r's school nor tuat of Goitsched attach-

ed much value to rhyme, The leiter inslsted on clsarness
and elegence, It thought poetry was an art to be acquired



1nshruction end weli ogad the Greeks were &uthurlt QFQ
mdttpxa of tagts, The Swisa school lucked elngang@ nd

cl_arwess but made up for thig?ﬁapth of taoughn. Bolh

. that poetry was an imitatlen or bettsr,
a reprasamtztion of naturs and thought ﬁffgﬁﬁi whs  new mddQ
beautiful was worthy to be put intc poetry and that the
highest functlon of poetry was Lo depict the marvellous,
They dld not agre~ 28 to how far the marvellous der-d to
overstep the protsble, (8charer II, P, qd)
Gottsched for instznce, objecfsnd to ¥ilton's devils, He
held 1t wes against zesthotlc propriety to deplct a devlil,
hence protosted apgeinst the supernatural cgreations of Milton
The imagination had limitations set by Gottsched which were
removed by Podmer and the sharpness wilth which Gottsched wass
sct'hight on this point caused a controversy wihlch r-sulted ‘
in the separstion and enmity of the school, The Swilss gobbob
had the adtantage., Since they held the more universal view q
and defendad the cause of beauty agalinst dogmatlem :nd

5\

pedantry,victory belonged to them,

Aa '1‘rbtﬁy sr\d, Rerlin holonpged o the Swiss & chogl
tnd Hailq *la0 espousad tivir c~u:n.: Urﬁﬂnja now cawme forth
rand fnrhinhod them, to their grre-t joy, a German Milton,
Kiopatock, Snherer denict.s im thus; while tie shirit of Eﬁ?igh-

oant was rﬂihihg Sugfﬂmw, There agoaze ‘2 pure poqtic aounl,



movlded by sentlments or'pietism,”*&%&éﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁwqy with him B
Lheﬁhoblest of the natlon and aeroused the highest, religions'qk
andﬁp05tic enthuslam for that very Messlah whom Fredrick

the Great had fermed only the Jewish ca penterts son!

It willl be of Intersst to note yet the exzct conditlon in
Prugsla, tihe home of ﬁlopatock, before we consider his work
as a pett bul mors eabecially hisg religion as found fAn hils
practice, The sentiment and condition of religious celief
in Prussia at this time was largely morided by ihe ru#%r
i'redrlick the Great, As alrezdy seld above he was a ;géat
friend of Metirie, who was a materialiet, This shows his
learning in that dirsctions. In part the liberty of con-
sclence ard ‘reedom of the press wihich he instituted in
Prussia accoonmts for the free thinking in his realm, He
was ﬁﬁﬁ@gﬂﬁ&ly in sympathy with tne scientific and religlous
movements of Irance, =t the tlme, 8o 1t 1is little wonder
that the church lost Lits influence in his reign, while
philuﬁoph¥bwh;ch he .reatly encoureysd, yraw and prospered,
Welff the great German rationalist was his rriond and pOBEsos8s
od & great influence over him in moulding hie opiniog Thls
assthetlo phllosophy which Wolff represented, was befriended
oy Fredrick ss were the vizsws held by Lockye, "ewton,and
the Erglieh ffee thinkers =znd Peiste, Likewlse lLe accepledk

the moral priloscphy of Sheftsbury who taught the 1dghtity
of the good end the bsautiful}of virtue and happlineds; he

believed in the t~uching of boyle who Yezd the revolt of



reason egalnst falth; and ureatly admired Voltelre wio cars
rieacn Boyle's work with greet vigor, and taught that God

is only known Lhrough ature esnd fourced morality on the
beliey in God al the same time that he assalled all positive
religion, In shuvLjuu:ing Fredricks ime ve find enthron-
oed in Prussle as in France,ratlonallsm, ﬁatmrialism and to

a great&&mtent Atheism.. Th@ﬁé falth wag overthrown ¢ngd reags
on held sway.,

It 18 at such a time as Lhis thail Fredrick Cotelfidbbe
“lopstock, ths oldest of a family of talrtecn children .8
born July £, I784 ot Quedlinberg, Fls father, Gottlisb Resht
“einpich Klopstock originally '1ived in Lower Saxony end
wes 8 Jurlet of no linils renown. He was 2 brave pilous Was=
cultured men who had +1ime to att-nd itohls profession and
54111 devote some iime to study. He took most interest in
litereture, Hls mother Arne Maria Schmidt, whc c:m from
Longensalza, was of humbler descent than hls father, bDut was
& ;@ntle and'palnutaking mothor,

In F:edrickﬁsjyouth, nis grandmother Lculse seemed
to have exherted the .reztest wnfluence upon hime It was
throvgh her that he was , whﬁnhyet a. mare boy, teught to
Love ard edore Christ, Ureatfully he remembered her after B
he tbad prown up to menhocd, The Rible stories she tcld him

when 2 child seem to have made & lesting lmpression upon

nim, Bis fsther's inflvence also had a lasting effect upenl



He was plous but ¥yet geve his children liberty and en~
cotreged them In games and sports, often teking pert in tikems
them himself, Predrick and his brotherswers ENGOLIAE™
ed to rece, climb, swim and skate, Skating was sepeclally
enjoyed by the boys end Vredrick leng after maturity de-
lighted in the sport and -suslly wes gupserior to nhils
fellows in 1t, Klopstock says that, his father would pere
mit them to go with $he injunction, "Just don't st drowned
voungstersy His Pather early taught hils son to snjoy na~-
ture, He encouraged him to find f1 wers and when the
rotng poest came with them he was never too busy to stop
and enjoy and analyze the flcwers with his son, These
talks he usually closed by polinting out some wonuerful

donde oo A Bt L ke g
arrangeman or special beaut;/ﬂof this to the All-wise
Creator, "“his he did 80 naturally snd slmp%y that Nature

hzrgell s puyested Lo the youth a Suprems, ( Litt erat urkunde

fiir hohrere MAdchenschelen. Vol IV. 273.)
Vith such surroundings end influsnces it 1s easy Lo appreoi=

ate the Tigure 7.\ mitoee ™ Mia- nTo uses of nis develop~
ment when he says "Out cof his heaslth and out of his religion
srPew as oult of the tertlile soil, the soclally pu o and
cowrageous youth', (Ghny04;r\fJ@CXZIf'1k-57'}

At the age of fiflern he cegan attending school
Q
{

atB8chulpforta, & Irince's achcalj where he contlimed his
: N Einy

study for six years during which time he acquired a classical



educublon and was especlally interested in Greck postry.
Even tlough he was he-e under the d&soipllne of Monks

Be maintalned a herole manliness end Independence Instead

of giving vp to commlete submias\on as one might reasonably
expect from & youth edth his inclinations, 4s a . vouth

heére he ghowed superior talents and dsvot&&iﬁia atudy to
forms of poetry apparently @aing fer zbove his ¢ lleagues

?n nls works. Already at Schuvlpforta he took up he work
’éfMBOdmﬁr arid Breltenger. It was through them he got

the idea that epic¢ poetry was the highest form olfpoetry,

At once he concsived the Iie& of gaining for Germany the dist
distinetion /ol béyqq$@epic pecems suchh as some of the
SUPPOUhGiﬂ& natlons had, cepecially Tngland, and hefore

y
10 R o B¢

fé gr ,Uyated from Schulpforta he formed the plan for
hig "/esslasg",

After graduating at the "Prince's Bchool' in 1745 he
wenl first to Jond and then to Leipsic where he studied
for ihs mintszry, but feelin; that his powers of speaking
were llmlted 30 that he would be congldsarably hampsred in

‘hﬁc pulpit, he accepied a po:ltlon as toacher at Lapgentoﬂgg
hoping e later od$~°t anosition as professor in some

collegze, ( Archiv XIV, P, 74)
A8 the object of thls paper 1s not concerned with the fﬁ

incidents in Klopstock's life except as ihey Lear on his



ralligion, the mere outline will here be given of Lhe sub-
sequent, eventa, Tn I830 he uceeptedﬁﬁbdmor's invitaticon
and went to live with him al zurichuwh?re ne remained wntil n
in 77517 when Co'nt Ternstoff invited him to the <o urt of
Demmark, whrre he recelived s penglion efier I77I,7'n hise way
10 Coperhecen he mot Jeld ?ﬁller, the "Cldle" of his poetry,
whom he married 1in T?EF bil after four years of hapyp' Lnees
she was taken =zway by the hand of death,  The yegr IV7C e
spent with nie fr701d,thv Vargrave of Ladon,la Yafloiruhe
tut during his subsegrent doys he lived in Hambyrg. In ilhe
winter of his 1life he was zgaln merried (I7€2) with Joun%?
vot Winthem, the nlece of Yekd, who mede his lasidays Bunhy.
On Mereh I4, 1802 he dled and was l2ld te reﬁthkis Vetd.

&

in the Cemetery at Ottensen whore the beautiful martle

slab at hls hoad beers this inscription; "Sad8t i? Cott
gesdet, am Tage der @arben zu relfen Y, Leed strewn by God
to ripsn on the day the sheaves ars gathersd,

Turning our atisntlon now to the religion gf‘ “lopstock
we have two sources on whicy we base our evliuence, first the
attltude he manifests in his writing, and secondly the tes=
timony we have ffom his frisnds »nd othars who arce authoritis
on the subject. T\Eatu:‘alﬂ the first questjon one asks in
finding out the religion of manls What 1s his belief in God
or what 1s his idn&k of -ihe nature of God? If w-take his odf$

alone we find that he bellsves in a Suprsme who iiu.All



powerfil, All-wise, who cref%ﬂ?“%ﬁz“h
destines of men, He 1s the Zeing of Eeings'who prevades zll,
He is Fether §on, and §pirit, TIf we take hls odes we find
that sczresly 2 yvear passed f'rom the time that thé&izigfr

| fuio

of the "Messias " began his poetic labors until, but that
A

A .n some way guve expression to his belisf inGod. In I767

we nave his ode address d to hls departed friend Glsecke

In which he says "thus He who 18 in heaven wrote our destinﬂh
upon crazen plates and what the exalted One wrote I will re=
vere', On the roiifying year we find abundant refersnces,

In "the Mﬁé?r of TDevotlion' he speaks of God as ¥ ediator

end in the ode "To God“he‘saye “Thy Omnipresence,God, causcdm
me Loﬂshvddﬁr." In I74¢ he produced but 1little and in what
we have we find no reference to the Suprems, In the
following year he refere to God in the ode "To Bodmer where
he says (God éeaa us in etsrnity; and in the one ‘Jo Jhe

t.edesmer! in I781 he sprsks of the Father when harefers to

Chrlist. Agein in I7862 the ode addressed to Qween Lulsc



he calls God our‘jhdge)while in Lhe following ys-rwnmthe ode

Bddragged to Fredricl the "rﬁainqw@Hr the King" he 2dores
.§&§bova the Creator and Jlver of a gracious King, 'n the' Re-

covrry! which ceme out in I?% he speaks of Lls Yeta 28 one

sent from hezven by the "Lord of 1life and 4 eath

Yow for a period of four wvearsg nothlng of noite 1s pro-

served 118 In his odes, It wasg the period during which ﬁe

lived in blliss with MeLa and devoted more time to his

"VMesslag¥, In the one well ¥mown ode which he pyoduced in

17558 we have praotically all portrayed that he held bi‘him

tod 10 be, MYe calls him, God, Father,Etzrnal One, Creator,

Omnlpresent Cns, "The Omipresent One,"is ons o nis most

devotlional onfgg, Te elmost fe=l a fouch of pan thelsm

in some‘of his lirnes as 1n the followlng,

WIth 2 holy shedder,
Ipluck the Pflower of His
Thich God made;
tod 18, where the flower isg",
In the following year he composed a goodly numbor

of odes all of which are prevzded by deep devotion, and

pralse ard adoration for the merclful and grzcio us Lord,

IN"The Blessedness of All" he glves one of his bsst testil-

monles as to hlie opinion o*f God and his nature Lo says

God Thou art thee father or Spirit_eings of beingas , Thou

hast been foreveq”



Ohﬁyhou art Spirit of spirits snd Beings of beings.’

Another year now int-rvens wlthout anythin: prz2saerved
for us, The year (762 brings to tne ode, "The ew Year®
wheyene says:?

Not, alone for the fatherland,

Thenethe law and hundreds rule,

Also Tor a fathsrland,

Wnere law and One holds sway,"

Here agaln follows an interlude ofrfeﬁ years wilth
nothing of valuve which giv-s any clue &8 to hls rsliglous
views, efter which follows a series of odes all of which
contalin ak slluslion to God, Some of thcse contalnlng such
referencse ace "The Worlds," "The Plansts'" To The Lver-
lzsting Cre", "Death" and The (lessed One',

the odes preserved for us in 17€¢) we have no
reference to Ged but in I766 many references are agaln made
to Wim. " he Great lLailsluja" is £ 11 of praise Tor ¥"the
Txzlied One, for the Beglnner, for the Father of Crestlon,
xhlle wﬁldv i;ds x(OVDB"‘CO"ajﬁb 3@vawal sfer-rces to

- . v e g , 14
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Ltﬁ. Of the odes in the roLLofin yo r the onF dedlicated
Lo ¥The Rattlefleld" contzins numercus alluslions to the

Wzhty One", ard the ode YStintenourg' contains the name
of G:cd "
Now follows a period of fifteen years during which time

but few odes were composed, The few that were composed



durdng this perlod were not. devoted to religion or God,

In fact no direet reference is made during zll this time

to the 8Bupreme. It was auring +the imtervening space

from L7€7_17867 that Klopstock dlrected hls atteniion more
Lo pairlicile odes and that may account for the cmission
of reference to God, In I76¢ he gpezks of the Angels 0
of God 1n the ode addressed to "The Transformed , and in
the "Morning 8ong at the Creators Prast, we hav: raference
to "Lord, God, Holy One, Exalted nng#and the First,

In I76l, however, he apgain refers taﬁGod in thecoce,"Frlend
and Foe" he says,"Religlon, holy and exalted, iL-rrible

and lovely, great end majestloc, 1s sent from Gdd"

Once more in 1786, after a perled of four years during whiig
the odes have no refsrence to (od, "The Infidel" appears
which again shows that Xlopstock's faith in God 18 not yet
shalten,

In I79¢ we find among his odes a2 posm entitied "Pgalm¥.

GodbYs adored, Fach stanza closing with a line of the
A

T

Lord's praysr. Three years later in Ve Ter of FrecdomY
Klopstock says théf in wer men do not know what God has

in store for them, In I7€¢%, aftsr an elapse of seven year
byisveglerde® he has God speak ., To him he attyloules
power over men, Llkewlse in the £ ollowing year thi.the ode

“The Blessings", asddressed to his long departed Meta Under
the name of Julla, he says tLhat shs pointed him to God,



In 1802, the ysar befors he passed zvey Lo again ?efere to
trod in the ode "The higher Psalmi¥,

Klopstock's religion 18 really the orthodox simple
falth founded on the Bible. His God so far ss e heve
-ound him in his odes, does not differ from the orthodox
Chiristlian Go@, he Trinlty, ¥he Father, tre Vediator and
the piv it hzve been mentioned by him in his oies,

I we leeve the last two persons of the Trinity for the
present we will find that hisge{st\hhﬁhi‘¢°vfpntr9-é&‘

vhe same God that we found in the odes save tha' ne ot
vributed to Wlm several neow atiributes . Ag mi ht be ex-
pected, we find hls (rod well defined and described in these
hymns, In the "Hymn of Pralse" for instancs, h~ makes hils
God ®he Lord, Lezder, Comforter, Portlon, Salvalion, Re-
deemer, Pather, Eternal One, Ever present One,aﬂd Nediator[

and in “The Near Death" he calls him Father, Ju ge, God

and Devoted One, while In the ode to the friend " he calle
him ruler of aeaven, God, Redse=mar and Jehovah, Agaln in
“the Redemption he calls him Judge, God , Jehov:Medlator,
Lord, Lord of all gplory, Eternal Life Glver, Selvatlon of
Silrners, Powoer, Conquersr, Conncillor, and Life, Many of
“hese appellations he repsats In somes of hig otrer h mma
In whieh he prailses and adores hils God, Now and then we

£ind still other terms used to chaeracterizs hils God as
intthe "Morning Hymn® for instance in which he cazlis ¥m

Giver of Immortallty.



Aleopstock elso ives some 1dea of nls belief of the

Bevpreme in Lis Drama Y The Dsath of Adam® wherehe has Adam
gav whon he lmows his tims is near at hand when he must die

( Act II scene o)

“ - ) . . h“e' o
I ¥nAN leave 1t toffliin whgsl\ tha sun his course and the angd\
of death his judgedent, Hs who oreatsd an immo-tel Dbaling,

"r God, s el become

human, fhe hope, ihe joy, the Savior of man kidd has boen

plecs=s life and dcath befors mé'L
merciful to me, In the next act he says of him "when the
zo0d of your Yathers and your God ths promised One,to whom
I row zo, Bend%;%u, ralse up your heads znd look up 1o heav
en, pray and xive thanke tohet ve were ureatéq“Q udge of the
world I come"™ (Act,ITT, Scens IV)

Indlrectly hls dramas not deallng with Bibical subjects
eleo testlly [or Klopstoclkh belief in God, In them he pe
permit,8 drvids and otheréﬁ%orship their Gods and bring |

sacriflices to them very desvotedly, Wnlle this is -0 cone
6

clusive proof, nevsrtheless suz;o8ts that in ways wherse

Christian nations were get up acainst each other, they too

ghovdd implore the Supreme Lo difswd their ceus-,

[+ 2
The authorities on Klopsiock speak of his iidelityfand
and belief fu\tne Supreme . GevVinussaye that Klpstock hed a

deep reverence for God and in nls writings seecm to*’ﬁﬁ"

the game respsct for God that Rovert Boyls did who ns%ar

menticned the name of God without removing his ndG
(.‘m:a‘.mvol. IV, P,I49)



Z1mmarmenn says that he was Goé~{scaring from hls youth up
and Gostwlok says that his llfe was .ongistent ﬁith the
teachings in hlse postry, in which wé nave alreacdy indloated
nis beliefs.  (Archiy XTv.$P.CC Gostwick)

Klopetoek also belleved In Jesus.The attzcks mede upon
the hlstorilcal Chrlat muet have grated on hls nature heving
be'n te ght from véuth to adore Him, The Rathonzllism and
the philosophy of the tlme was known to him but the wnbe-
kiep Ernuﬁht on by thls served Lo silr up hls afpbition 1o
lead Nls dear German peopls back to Lis owﬁ language and
to Christ, both of which were sne-red at Dy Fmperor "redricC
II,'@Mlle vet at dchulpforto he lald ths plans Bor work
which he meznt 1o continue during the following thirty yeard
end. this work was to exalt the divine One, WMiltons
YParadise Lost'! and the Pible furnished him ths maeterlal
for his epic posm. Milton had sung the fall of man; he nod
planned to sing thg redemptlon of man through t e cruclfixi-
ton and reserrectifin of Christ, The theme is8 mnne not well
adapled to the poet. He does not portray much that 1s new,
he lascks actlon apd 18 constantly in the uvpper realms only
meking long spe~ches so thel whilch he glves us 18 not
tangible, Thkovgh the work —sghze not Llived in p.éﬂlarity
11 ssrved his pupposs in a measure and there is no doubt ¥%

but that it was written with a deep conviotio@ggd it was
e work devotedly sacred, The study of the 'Vpssias rovels
the fact that Xlopstook bslieved in J2eus as both God and



leader, both human and Divine, Julien Schmidt m:inteins tht
thetl Klopstock dces not know the 3on of men but@&nly the son

of’ &odi He is partly right in that for 28 one reads the Soroc 3

eplc one feerle that it is on‘!’hFPe and thel ("Rlcpstpck
ko bt uicht den Menschiensohn sondern nur den Bo:ndo#t“aﬁg
that le hap the Messlah poriorm & deed which 1s himen wnd
the humen acts hé did psz!omnéwﬂ&wmsql‘ those which are
recorded in the Bible and are oenen vodlly from 11, The
opening verases of LA eysiuns® sive ug hls plan for the pom@m
anc 1n thet he makes Christ both human ana Divine“.
He beg lna his eploc thuss

Sling, wnét-rollche Lecle, der s&ndegen Menscinen Drloaung
J) ,,{: ‘ Lo ia Tfenschhalt ollendet,

lmefidemien dle er Adams Geschlecht zu der liebe War,

er hIRnG .
Leidednd , getotel und Verherlicht, wiader sebant hat?kﬁﬂipk
ALS0O QLA *  o ey Eiplgp i) ) en Ver obens srhob sich

Saban gogen den uattliohen Sohn; umsongt stand Juda,”
J“Qpn.lﬂn auf; or that's und vollbrachte dle groazﬁ
Varg 5\'\1\\11\%
Whon we take Klopstock's owxn words In which he glves ue nis
pler for the Y§Pssles" and take in c.nnoction with that the
%f§?%§EEa Lo Jﬁgus in bls Fplc, we are convinced that the
author med® e vigorous attempt to have the legsiah z2lso be
hu'an. Ele fovorite Epithet for Vim is hottmeruh God-mag
In tha ;1ftn-c“nto, for instance, he applles bhtt name to

him eleven times, Otkher riamese he frequontly appliea to him



are Medlator, Divine Man, Bon of Mortal mother, the Best
of' men, the mos! FOoly among men, At, the .closeof the
i o ube

el hth canto Klopstock hes Mary say, Jesus Ohv$§¢ is also

my 8

G
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e ol Lhe actions as Xlopstook pilctures them to us

ars himan, In the third cintg for instance he has Jesus
fall asleep and wake uvp a8 any other human belnpggwould. Ha&
hes h m go 2nd take the sleepling Lebbéus by the hand,

Of this the gospels zlve vs no record., agein in the seventh
carnto he is buried deep in thought. when he medlieties on the
suffering he muet ~ndure, t1ikewise when Klopstoock has him
follow Pilot, e follois zfter him, but weary &8s other hvmm
h msns would be, and wlth unsteady tread. On the cross
-&Ba»blﬁe@éﬁmgpany humsn would nailed to a cross and the
sweat triekles from his brow and the pain ceused him to suf#
fer. Thirst also ceme to him, At the clcse of the tenth
canto, ¥lopetcelk has Christ drink and quench his thirst, the
last humen feeling thet comes “;},{:339 he di~s.

Aglde from EThe “egsles® muny of the odsg and the hymns
glve PQidenoe f ¥lppstocks bellsf In Chrlst as God and
icader but nothlng mbre then what we have inthe TFple,

The authoritles cliad above, in discussing ¥lopstock's be-
Lisf in”sfod tostify to his bellef in Christ. g‘_P.Iaa)
<rich Schﬁidi 1n his " Charactecrstiken" Bays; ‘ere arose a
voung Germen and chose the greatest of all wond ers, the

redemption of sinful man throu%h the "Gottmench!
(TingrechAthaR 40)



Accordlng to Vilmar, Klopstock sang of the Redeemer,
whnom he accepted as his ledeemer; it was the pe rsonsm
of Christ that Inspired him,
Klopstock also accepted the third person ofthe

Trinity, the Holy Ghost, He refers to the 8piyit in
his odes and hym:s but not so freguently as he does

of Jesus and God the Father, This cde d edicated to
"The Omnipre=sent One' speaks of the moments of bl iss

he experiences when in Hls meroy the Everywhere-Present
One sends streams of joy into his soul, USpirit of spirit$
Klopstock fregquently called his Supreme in hls cdeg, in
in his hyms and in The Messlasg', 8pecifie mention of
the Holy Ghost is made in "The Messias", In canto nine-

teen Christ reveals himself to Mary and those who are

¥1tn ner and says, I will pray to the Fether thatihe
send vou the Comforter, the "S8pirit of Truth',and again

in the seme cento he preays that the "Eternal Spirit might

£il1l them, PFurther Klopstock hag the beloved apostle
John see the Holy Ghost In a vision descending upon them

like flames of fire and £1lling their souls, Kaopstock
does notdesoribe®¥oming of the Holy Ghost upon +the fol-

lowers of Christ in "The Messlas', That goes beyond
his theme &lnce he sang only the redemption of men
which closed with the ascension of Christ, but at the

very close of the nd neteenth canto he specificzlly says
that after the ascension the deciples hastcned from the

Mount of Olives and entered the temple in Jerusalem where



Lhey awaited the pouring out the Holy Spdvrit Asigzrsonal
evidence of the experlencing of the Holy Ghost ¥lopstck
sives us in the ode he addressed to "Den ?rloaa‘ﬁ for havf§3
permltted him to finish The Messlas", He speaks of the
Spirit flame chosen%Kto be his gulde, which burned high

and directed him to a belter path when he was inclined

in The messias® to hing for his own glory, a flame that
shielded himi‘rm{%&%@%c of hukyen pleasdres, ond often
aroused him from siuwmber to ageln return to theangelic

peace,
Since Klopstock believed in the Trinity, we infer froin

that, that he probhly also belleved in immortality, 1In
reading hls works ve find that nsxt to the Suprmme, he‘
oftenest mentlons immortzlity, He se'ms to car ry that
ldea so strengly thaﬁﬁ%ﬁaracterizea many things as

"Etermal', In connection with his belief in immortality

hef also believes in,resurrection, So 1s he imbued
with this idea7tha5/’ha has it in the epitaph o f his dear-

e8t Meta, He gives full expression of hls bellef in im-
mortallty in the ode dedecated to hls Meta under the title
"Petrarcd and Laura', The ode dedlcated to EBredrie V,
containg a number of references to immortality as does the
ode *For the f%ing” in which he praises his Creator for 1
leading him from the threshold of 1ife to the !‘mmortal
life and alsc that the Omripresent One will create the im-
mortal out of dust, 7Tn his hymms we have llikewlse many

evidences of h&s'belief in immortality, The hymnﬂﬁin



which he praisea' His Et-rnal Life%, for instance, he

beglnsg thus:

His sternal life

e shall gbie\without strife,

For w2 shall then throuvgh Hisown@%ance

sehold him aye, e'en face to face,

Hilm,our Medlator,
In his "Morning Hymn" he callé%?ﬁg Sppreme,kﬁiv*r of
Imm:rtelity. Along with immortality Klopstock belleves
in résurrection‘ From the evidence that I have been
abk? 1.0 gather he secems o believe in the resurrectlon of
the body but yet agaln at times he seems to refer to
reg.rrection in & non-committel way &o that he may refler
40 the resurrection of t%z;fgfl. The hymn"Preparation
for Death" does not oommigjﬁis belief Ie slmply says that
the heirge of heaven are blessed, who die in the Lord,
consecrated for the rersurcection, In the hymn, The Re¥k
surr-ction, which by the way 1s cne of hls most bea tiful,
he speaks of the@%esurreotion of the body, He cegins thus:

"Auferstehen, ja auferstehen wirst du,

Mein Staub nach kurzen Rul,

Unsparclich's Leben

Wigg{ der gich gehuf, dir gebenlﬁﬂax;gluja

" To life immortal '

ds Lhis brlef life the portal,
fallelujah!



In the third stznza of the seame hymm he says that after

g svfficlient repose in ihe grave he will be awakened,

“The hymn "The Redsmption" ssems to refer to the‘;resurrec~
tion of the body in the stanza where he says, 1 at he
whose body would decompose, He would awake from the earth
The "Messlas" above all of Xlopstock's writings , gives

us his view of the resurrsction in the eleventh canto
where he e-umerates those who ardse from the grave, among
them being Adam, Zve, Nozh, Abraham, Jot, Moses, navld

end John the RBapilst, Bpecific mendion 1is made by the

arthor in this cento that the d ust, decomposed, which
was the habltation of o' r spirits, should be collected and

the Lord would command it to bescome body ageln,

To Klopstock the nible was a sacYed book. Ee believe&
in the Bibhle from his ,outh up, The stories reoorded in 1%
which his grandmother told him when a mere boy; he bellev
in and eccepted, nDelsm, Rationallism and Vaterialism could
not shake his falth, wis early training atb homg his
surroundings at school, and nis theologleal study at Jena
and 1.elpsic, all th~se worked together with nis naturally
endowed serious disposition to make him a falthful zdherent
to the teachings in the Bible, 1In hlis writings he quotes
much from the Bible. Hﬂajgfggééﬁtfﬁgggkﬁaa based on materi

1al taken from the Bcriptures. Te heve every reason to

believe that he wes sincere 1In what he wrota, hence he must



have aocepted theh?ible. In the tenth canto (f "The
Ly L oLRod ft}is AE ¥ 1,'.‘: re moralis and

Yo B31Q

Mesciuvg" ha calls the word of God ,Urquell jédes h'heren

cedankens und, Jr~dar bessern Empfindﬁng’ The fount of

every noble thought and of esch better feeling, Among

the authoritles who refer to Klopstock's attitude toward

the Blble, none glves ?.s defirite en opinlon ag8 Goswick 3 Foahuet

doss who says! Klopstoﬁk loved the Pible, znd believed infamp%

1t as the record of ihe highest inspirestion given 1o man,
During ¥lepstock's time meny did not accept the hig~ "

toricel plble, nor Christ es God and yrzder, tJdi they did

accept as valld the ethiesof the Christien religion, Some

who made 1t a2 part of thelr life's work to tear down pos-

itive faltih accepted unknowlngly, the teachings of Him,

vhom they rejected, Klopstcok, as weas already showp ac—

cepted voth the historicel Bible end the validity of

Chrlstian ©thlcs, He was not content with the ethichk of

Christianlty but he bellievesd in the Chri tian religion

end endeavored {to establish 1t In the atate, in society,

in friendship, i- lovaﬁghd in the femilly life, 'The

¢lvilized natione as évrale, were ready to accept the

velidity of the ethics which the Christian relibion broughe‘

them but not all Christlanlty itself, The one alim of

Klopstock's "Messlasg' was to agein introduce Christianity

into his fatherland, Cationelism hed 1in part crowded 1t
out, In the ode, Pl den Kgnig“ he shows how high regard

he held for the ¥ing, who belleved in Cod 2yd how the



subjects of such a King, g, Christian King;' woura 1 Bhe"®
their ruler znd do him homaye, He sent to hisoown ruler
Fredrick, a copy of the first three cantos of the "Messias
hoping to influence him for the Christien religlon, pedzgio
Soclety in general, he hoped to reach with his book and
thus agaln egtablish adératlon for the Christi, the Qo
desmer of menkind, His own friendship, his love affalrs
and his family 1ife, serve as examples of hls belief that
these Institutions, 1 we may‘so term them, shold be per-
veded by Christianity, Kis ties of frisndship were formed
with Bchmldt, Bodmer and men of such a type who were
Christisns, and were Intcrested in Christign poetry. His
love affalrs with Upranny?shows us that such relationsshcul
be held aacredphehce he did not hesitate Lo maks hls own
feelings public, yes he gave vent to his own feelings in
odes and published them to the world, If we stydy his
short married 1ife with Metd , from I7564_I7686, we see that
Lhey vied with each other in living devout Christian lives
Appare-tly in his own case, the promulgation of Christlan
ethies and Christian falth was a part of the foundatlon of
the family llfe,

Klopstock belleved in immortality and in the validlty
of Christian ethics, 80 he zlso believed in th- brother-

ho.d of man, His love for nis fatherland wezs gioag, 80
also was his respect for the chi.ldren of Israe}: the Ger -

mars were dear to him and the chosen people of fof ssemed



t. attract hilm, yet Klopstock hed a broazder view.

e loved man, The =edeemer whlch he portrays 1o us 1s not
orly the Chrlst of the Jew, btut also a Medlator for the
Gentile, 7o him, man is a fraternity molded from the same
clay, by & common Hand, In his "Me~sslas®™ he dos not
claim to sing the Redemption of e chossn land, but ths
welfare of »ll 18 clear 1o him, '™e poat creates a Pottid
of whtm th= ucripturawﬂlﬁsiino méntion. Tmh§Porto has
sympathy for the mother who fears 2nd tremblés 1l=st the
decree for her son be, "eruclfidHim!"; In a psdlm wr LLeMAMN
I75¢, in h is ripe old age, long aftor “The Messias' was
finished he wrlteszthdgﬂiall the planets glving forth
11zht and on those raflecting lights, spirlts dwell,
having unlike powers =nd unlike forms, yet all sre mindful
of God end rejcige in God'

0f the ethical government of the universge Klopstock
heg given us nothing tangible.' He does not show directly
that the evil in the world 1is for the good , Tn many of
his odes »nd Hymms he has the S8upreme rule 2nd guide ths
destinies of men, From that we c»n infer that since he
held the Supreome to be All-wis e, he accepted his judgment
infallivle, FHe did worship and sdore Chrlst, as wasw

already shown, He loved and pralsed him above all else,

Surely suffering and persccution inflicted upon such e
friend would cause Klopstock pein for he was subjrct to the



highest emotlons, e do~s pgrleve for his Lord whom he has
endure 8o much, but he sees in hlse surfering some iood,
Through his death redemption i1s purchased for mankind,
Hence Xlopstock sings in his epic of the nelling to the
cross of hise .best friends for therﬁ& the brothevhood ,

men, lived, The love that Xlopstock bors for his Meta 18
hardly to be measured, FEeing 80 warmly ettached to her

it is hard to belleve that a man, emotlonal a8 he was,
should refaln his reason when she was taken from him, It
grieves him much, but during her illnsss he resipgns hlmselé
and says!'Vere I unfortunate enough not to be a Christian
I would become one now", ( ok, Briesf, J,schmidt 17¢)

On the following year hecé#efers to ner slumberiéa in the
grave, snd says that hecr reposing in the Earth servesto re-~

midd him that the Lord also was 1ln the grave, but rose

azaln as she would some da.,
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There 1s some dispuvte as Lo the atiliude Khopstock
held toward the Catholic Church, gome accuse him of learil
ing toward Catholicism and think thelr ceremonl-s especlal
1y fascinate him, The evidence manifested in his writing
doas not polint that way, Podmer says that Klopstook
wished to Bo compos~ hls hyms that the Catholics could
have sung them too, He Zurther says that he waé dissatidﬁ

fied with the Pbotestent services and desiPed bo have more
consecration introdueed into the worship and bellevatnat
iastrurental muale lltihurgy, n short, some of the Catholl
ceremonies would bring about the change desired ., Then
further , he 18 tccused of having once read a purt of hié
"Megsias" to some nuns while he traveled in 8wltzerland,
These in return sang for him a "Gelobt sel Jesus Chrigil?

which moved him much, This evidence coming from” Lodmer
who was not on friendly terms with Klopstook, makes it

harder (0 know just how much credit to give to the reporte.
Tt 18 known that Klopstock said some thingzs not favoratle
to Cetholicism, 1In one of his Tpigrams, For inatence, he

says that the Faust legiga 18 slmple a2 lie inve ted by the
»

morks, ( %ﬂ—b-MVol. Iv 208)

The ode addressed to the Fmperor in I7&I does rot speak

favorably of the Pope but rabher.ridéﬁula; him and his

cardinals, The "Mossias" however; contains the gtrongect

negative proof that Klopstook did nol share the Dbellief of
catholicism, 4o tre Catholics, Mary the mother of Jesus,



i8 holy. They, as Klopstock, worship and sdore Christ,
Thay ¢0 farther, they alsomwbrship ¥ary, In hls discriptlow
of Mary in the fourth canto she 18 net worshiped, neithet
in the ninéé;enth whefé“she comes In contsot with Portla,
Klopsiooﬁ's attltude toward prayer and worg ip ls
definitely krown from both his works and from the author
ities, Zimmerman says that Klopstock lecarned complete
regignation to God and the power ol prayer from piﬁffathei‘

Other auvthoritle point out the fact that his school life

et both Behilpferta snd Jen wa&qﬂ&f[ Iﬁ ﬂhpodaa
prayers are o ered to the Supﬁ%me conatantly;“rhéféﬁme
holde true of the hymns and the "Messlas'- Zimmeeman says
that the "Messlas! must ve considered as & sucecsslon of
messe8 and chor BeﬁﬁﬁﬁrmzuiﬁmJto be ﬁnjoyed.' Phe Mercifu\
One", YThe Blessedness of All" and "Tue Recover, of the
Fing“ are permeated with exhortetions to pralse and wor-
ghlp, The hymne, *To The wrinity“, "Hyrm of Pralse'and

the "=rayer of rthe Lord", all contaln pralse and adoratiow
cifered to the 8- preme, At the death of Mstd NR Lells us

himself thet he went into nhla chamber and prayed-

v

ot |
He did worshlp with words alone, The rezding of his

odes ay Bl8o that of t e "Meaggias'convinces the reader
that Xlopstock was oxtremely musical, FBven tho ugh the

thingshe seld were often rather visicnery, the harmecay he
used in saying what he had to say wag musicel, Few

authors have equalled Klopstock in this one thirg,



Julian Schmidt saye thet Klopstock had an eminently muslea !

n
nature; that he was convlnced that in heaven averything wa§

regulated by musle and that he strove to introd ce the
same regulation already here upon earth.

Heving now discussed the bellefs ¢f Klopstock and conﬂ
sldered his attltiude cn some phases of religlon, 1ﬂt us ye
notice how far the author of the "Msssias" wes conslstent
in his bellef end in nls practice, Twe posltioans are
here occupled, 8ome hold lhat he wag oonslstant while
others maintain that hils practice differed much from his
teaching., Thet he was proud,arrogsnt.to some sxtent,

q esti@na. H¥is pride and arrogance can be attribuled to

emotional and non-practical lacking neGiu

his training and his national inherit:nce for the
slans are generally a race fond of pomp, Futhermore he wés
a borr. geniug and 80 as other such men, he olten manifests
& supeciority that makes h _;diaagreeabln. Bis emotional
rnature was in part inherited and was increased by hls
traini?b‘q\school where Pletism and devout reli; lon relpgn-
ed, His lack of Judgment and neﬁ~ practlcab A1ty were 1n
part incvorn, ¥is convictior that he was cut ouﬂtnhalt

the "HehtV German' M

\ -" fide scain end to re-
establish feith in Christ vhere Rationalism rei ned, tend-

ed to make him visilonary, The non-preactical wvliew he hed
of 1ife was trought abouvt by the support whick was glven

him while yet a young man, thus making it unnececsary for



him to cope wlth the world for the rezl necepsitss of life.
“ig penslon rovbed him of Lhe opportnnitj@gﬂ learning to
know one side o§ the world,

Grzver charges are brought against him, 7Tn Erlochs
Schmidt's YCharapteristiken' there 1s an article on
Klopstock by a Wiiling. (Pages I1€0_I70)

I this he accuges Klopstoek, of being coarse in his spscch
carelsss in his habita,very ‘neleanly, of l&ving'no r'e-
gard for the f'eelings of cther and being ungrateful for
favors recelved from them, Eodmsr% accusatlions are stlill
more ;ross, [l seys that Xlopstock is not ﬁéy* He does»
not uvnderstend how 1t 1s possivle Pfor one to write “"The %éf

Messlasg" ard at the same time drink wine, loaf, and kiss

maldens as the poet didat ?vric*} Klopsteck was glddy and
thoughtleeé to & "1zh degree znd loved the oupﬁgﬁipl@asu*s.
Bodmer, however, oxpect-~d too mueh of the authég of ihe
splc, ;e expacted to find a "@5tt~mench", instead of only
a oman being, He falled to appreclate that Klopstock vas
young yot, He dld not teke into conslderation thet the
author was relexing now for & time from his work and that
his popularity/wma coming from the flrst three certos,

WRs injuring him for the time beilng, Thoughtless and wngrate-
ft1l as ¥lopstoek showed himsslf to his brnefadtorsho waa
alding him, he«ﬂﬁﬁﬂ%he end proved himself more menly ihan

Zodmer himselr,for he Aid not beer away 2 porsonal grudge



agalnst him, oven theough hils bensfactor turned ggainst him
and even asked from hlm the nmoney he hadtﬁiven him vol~
intarily for hia support,

Rloputock had faulis, Not all can be explsined away,
vel by ’‘ar the gre=ter part of the authorltles make his
lif'e m=ritorious, Zimmermain calls Klopatock ‘'the poet
of Falth',who z8 a youth was led to Christ, snd from hls
father learned resignatlon Lo God, end the powey in prayer,

(Archleve XIVGO)
de gays thal 1n the storms of life he was as the oak which
withstands the hurricene a d thet his firm Christiisnity
did not let him Sink intce dispair, Muther he says that a
soclal purity grew out of his rellzlon and out of his heal~
thy body,

Tnn the article on Herder's feosthetick in  the

Archive , Vlopstock 18 portrayed as a man having "moral

iig

Jukednags and an oarnest

beeuty, 2 calm dignity, simple
1iveliness®, ( Archive Vol,I7 P 345)

Gostwick says of uimﬁis life had accorded well %ith his
bekief, that the practice of a literary man should oe in
harmony with ﬁ? teaching, wor him writin; poetry was = ﬁf

sacred vocation and he always rememcered that he had
wirltten "The Messlas', PFurther Gostwick says that at his

funeral all the bells in Hamburg end Algona were tolling a
that over one hundred@ carriapes and a thousand mourners

followsd him to the grave, Speciflc mentlon isymade that

2
’



ihls wes an uvausuvally larpe funeral at that time, Now

4‘ ‘u__‘«“3@f£:§ﬂ at he must have had friends.
Garvi*ua 82,8 that Klopstock inherited his plety

end simple falth at home, and that he would not tale part
in disputatlons, as he did not consider them honorable,
and made 1t his ruvle to pugiﬁo heed 10 ridicule, heaped
vpon himself even where hisisil“nce vas Interpr«t~d ag
weakness,

Vilmar spezks oi the Life of KLopsioek a8 one filled wilth
Christlan experioences, one whose very soul is fllled and
dominated oy Christian failth,

A resume of a book entitled Klopabock' "Rellolous
point of View', found in the Archive, the =authovsays that
Xlopstock's 1life was an attraction to God and a rest ~in
Jod, Tuther he considers that "The Messias' occuples a
hizher place reliplously, than "Paradise rost", Then too
Jﬁ%?ﬂgaya :"mruly he belongs to the genuine pious souls,
and his firm character and clsen tendency 1s recognized
by his conpemporaries', (velic g\ §9,P 70 |

Vikaorth says:¥ Throughout life he wes a ~an of
singularly pure and aimable character, whilelaadard Teylor
sayss" He was a frenk, honsst and loving nature, aiirsct-
irg to himself the Pest friendshlp of men® P,230

Klopstock did not snow generosity In his religlon,

did not help the needy but such deeds,. W@ praciical end
slnce wlopstoock wap not oven practical enough to earn his



navabe/b 1
oWnbreed in the wvsusl menner, doingkdsﬂds would ;mt be ex~
pected of him, His charscters in "The Messias® do not go
about doing [o0d in the ususl manner. Klopstookwas not
philanthroplc,

In following Klopstook's career, there se-msto be no
growth in his falth, His first centos of the Vessias" are
rather his beat =znd show the most religlious fervor, He
was rather more stald in his old age, but his youth clung t
to him through life, For a time after Msta's d.ath he 18
more resigned 1n hls rellglon, Orthodox as he wes, no room
vas left for szrewth in his religion,for his conceptlon
f.rmed in hls ;cuth,wzs the highest he fould atfaln, name-
1y the redemption of man through the suffering of .esus,

Klopstock's religlon exerted considerable infl ence on
hls contemporiarg and upon the German people, “et belong-
ing to the old school of poetry zs he dld, he was sooun
forgotten, HEe was the last of‘the 8scred Christlen poats
The was really e great poet, éLgsﬁ;qa who for = time

was Interested in ¥lopstock's movsment, soon went over to

the new school which did not write Christlan postry but
gecvlar in which the Christian ethics and ideas predominat

*d. Vo doubt, however, wlopstook's work did much to bring
these ideas into the works of‘Q}u contemporaries,

In conclusion we ask what posltion does the Christian
poet, the 'author of "The Messlas®, hold among the writers
of the ei&@teanth century in Germany? Colng to +the same



gource that he went for his materlal, s his contemporaries

did largely, the best reply @cems to be, "Klopstock was the
John the Raptlst of the eighteenth century in Germany,

He polnted out and prepared ihe way,German thought, Gere
man feeling end Germen lenguege was exalted by hlm, Those
who come ofter him fer oulshine him, Coethe ani Schiller
ere roa’) while Klopstock is pralsed, ¥lopstock honored
and reversd ihe Person of Christ and bvelleved In him,

Those who come after him revered ths splrit, the Character

of Christ and the Ethics f'or whioch he stood,
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