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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTORY.

The War of 1812 may rightly be called America's
‘Becond War for Lndependence. As the férst gave nominal political
freedom, independence from the mother country, so the second
gave real commercial independence, untrammeled by European
restPaint. The war, disastrous as it may seem to have been from
purely military point of view, was glorious in its.résulﬁs.
Curiously enough these results were for tne most part purely
negative. The Treaty of Ghent was silent concerning the con-
troversies which had brought the contestants to war. Not a
single foot of land was acquired or a single boundary dispute
settled. Yet the negative results weré no less valuable. The
war proved beyond question tnét the American nation was De-
coming conscious of its own existence and independence, and
this fact was impressed on vhe worid. Americans were made to
feel that the confederacy was not an experiment. The American
nationality was thenceforth to pbe an intense reality and nat-
ional patriotism grew'immensely. This all meant that new prob-
lems had arisen and would continue to arise. The problems which
nad agitated the country from the coming ot Genet ware oblit-
erated.No longer was there any necessity tor any further div-
ision of political parties according to British or French prel-
erences. Time only was necessary for Jefferson's Anglomen and
the Federalists'! Mobocrats to cnange their respective costumes
and don a new garb of a different stripe.

Jefterson, as tather ol the Democratic-Republicans,
nad regarded the opponents of nis own party as the British

party, exponents of monarcﬁﬁfm at first, and later softening



(2)
into exponents of consolidationists as tne next vest tuning. But
tne exigencies of the time compelled him and his successors to
adopt in practice policies entirely out of harmony with the
loose constructionist ideas. By the close of tne War of 1812
the Republiicans were construing tne Constitution as broadly as
the Federalists had done in Hamilton's time. "There snould be
now no dirference of parties", said Josiah Quincy, "for vhe
Repubiicans have out-federalized Federaliggm“l' But to a cer-
tailn extent tue Federalists nad gone over the oid Repuolican
ground, consistent in one thing alone, tney were stili 1in
oppesition 1O Tue Hepuolicans. They had opposed tne war.This,
coupled witnh tue disunion projeets of tue martiord Convention,
nad made vuem extremely unpopular. Tne successful i1ssue of tne
war drove tne last nail 1nto tunelr political coffin, and after
1817 they ceased tp exist as a national party.

Tne ciose or tue war gave a powerful impetus to tae
westward movement. People turned tuelr gaze from tné sea wnere
they had peen wont wo Look for an approaching snip from wvueir
"nome™ across tne seas, and now tmmned towards tne frontier.
Ine setuvlement and development of tue Western country was des-
tined to be a potent tactor in snaping tne policles‘of The
government and 1n moulaing political parties. 1une two great
qQuestlionsEEXEREER of .ne vime, 1nternal improvements and tne
tariff, were to grow primarily out or tanés westward extensinon.
Already in izl3 tuere were some evidences of a split in ToP

dominant party. Tne Virginia dynasty was destined to nold tae

l. See Schouler, History of tue united States, 1l., 463,
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reigns of government untilk 3884, out tne young Repubiicans,
preaching neretical doctrines, were pound t0 cause a schism

sooner or later. Madison yielded o tnelr demands and gave them
4 war. But his true belief regarding tne strict construction was
incorporated later in nis veto on March 3, 1817, of "An Act to
set apart and pledge certain funds for public improvements® in
woich he denied to Congress any such Constatutional power.l‘ln
the very next session Clay criticised tnis opinion very severely.
ine vreak an the party 1s evidenced further Oy tne caucus convest
of 18186 wnere Crawford, one of tne young Hepublicans, dared to
aispute Monroe's claims TO tue Fresidency. Crawford 1n toe caucus
got rifty-four votes To Monroe's 81xty-f1ve.3'

Monroe was eiected, nowever, and on xarch 4, 1817, opegan
wnat, at soston on tne President's tour tarough taoe old Federalists
regions, recelived tne uame of "the era of good fesilngs“.s’ Tne
Feaeralists were satisfied wiltn Mouroe and, vuried veneatu tue
odium oI vuelr past S1ns, tuey were never resurrected as a natienal
party. Party rancor, it secmed, was laid to sleep. Tne general
belief was tnat ail were Wek merged into one great Hepuwliican
party. Such a cénaltlon, accorging to Monroe, was an i1deal condit-
ion, for he deprecated tne existence of parties in a free govern-
ment.%* put wnere tuere 1is oniy one great policical party personal
parties are certain to arise. Division 1s certaln To arise on po-:
liticaln questions. vut oI personal partles Taere 1§ llkeliy w0 grow
a new poiivical party. 10a% TOls IacTwds recognized vy sume 1sunot

l. Hicnardson, lMessages and rapers, L., ou4-o.
8. Niies's ﬁeg1scer AXV 443.

o. Lblds ,}LXI.V- )893-0 < A d @
4. monroe, ertlngs, Yi., 669—51.
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at all strange. Tune wonder iles 1in vué IacCT EQat 80 many were
Jea To velieve contrariwise. iam traclng movements walch finally
grew 1u%0 alstinctive parties, and uiltimately 1uto Tne wWnig
party, 1t 18 u€cessary v suudy tuls period OI Wgova teelings”

so pregunant witu €Vents polntling wo tne future.
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CHAPTER II. 6LAY'S UPPUSITLION TO MONROE. 18%7+183l.

Among yue supporvers vl MoarO€ Iur vue pr881dency 1n
1816 was Henry Clay 01 KEnvtucky. LIt was eXpecteéd wuat Mouroe
would ve tue 1ast oI tue Hevoluwionary generation and tue last
of tne Virginia aynasty tu wecume presiaent. ne, 11 was supposed,
would nave LwO Lermsj ovuu WNO Woull succeed nlm nu oNe cuuid LEeLL
madison unad veen gefferson's Secrevary oi State vetore ue ovecame
president, ana Monppe nad peen madison's,., pecause o TNES TN
positien nad come tO be lovked upon as a sSOort OI a stepplng sLoue
TO Tue presiuency. 10 Luose 10stering presidential aspirations
this aepartment was a coveted one. rernaps no one nad a better
claim to tne appointment tunan Clay. He nad served 1n Lue Kenivucky
ueglislature, 1n tue uvulvea States Senate, as Speaker 1n wue House
of Representatives, and nad peen on a torelgn mission tTo Guent
and London. pecause OI uls extensive service and als0 nis supportT
ot Monvoe ne nad a fair rignt tO expect tne appolntment. He De-
lieved that no one hada a petter rignt TO Tne succession after
Monroe's period nad expired tnan nimself,.i-

put monroe cnose Jonn Quincy Adams of Massachusetts, a
former Federalist, tnough a Republican since 1808. 1t is certain
that Clay was very much opposed TO Twnls cnoice. He was opposed toO
Adams on tne ground, ne said, tnat ne was nov a Repuullcan.a'
That Ciay was peeved because ne was not cnosen wuere can be no
reasonable room for douot. As a palliative ne was orrered tne
Department of War and the mission vo London, wvotn of wiaicn ne

refused ratner curtiy; nonning woulid satlsty nim ovut tne Uepart-—

ment of State.
i.Schurz, menry Ciay, 1., 141.
2.Adams, Memoirs, iv., 130-l.
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Clay was known tu ve ampltlous and i1y Was generally opelleved tnat
he would uniy ve satisfiled witn the Iirst place 1n tue capinet.
Tnig fact was revealed at tne tlme} and was snown to ve vTrue 1u
subsequent aepates regarding gquestions upon walcn Clay TOok
airect 1ssue witn tne Administrativn.S-

Tne question comes to us, Did Clay's aisappointment
cause nim %9 puUrsue N1ls counslstent sourse OI oppositiont 1§
seems altogetner certaln tnat sucn was tue case. nis ne secured
the position wulch ne covested ne would Tuereoy uavafzzggea wiltn
sne Administration. HOwWever muca ne mignt nave opposed Monroe's
policies ne could not nave carried on an open warfare as ne aoid,
ana a secretv warfare, sucn as was waged vy Crawford would nave
pbeen disnonoraole, %o say tne least, ana far more inefiective
Than & continuous campalign cunningly manipuiated by one noiaing
Tne position O0I Speaker of tne rouse; pelng taus enapled TO
app01ntﬁavoraole committees, To marsnal and dlrect nis forces
1n accordance witu uls wisaes. (Clay Knew tune power tne Speaker
nad, for 1t was ne wno first made tue posltlon one OI POWET.
Failing 0 Becure tne place regarded as nearest TO Tu€ Presiuency
ne saw tnat as speaker ue mlgut pe more powerful tuan the Sec-—
retary of Svate, ana suca velng tue ease why not make tne Spealk—
ership the stepping-stone to tne nignest oIIlce 1n tane 1anatSe.
It was generally expected tnat Clay woula take grounas of
OpPpOs1T1OoN TO_ TIEe preslaggt% and 1t was not iong untll sucn

1. Galiatin, Writings, ll., S6.
2. See Annals of Congress; 33, 1878-v; 585, vsl, €T s8€q.

$. Foiietvtv, Speaker o1 tne nouse, raris., ab—4do.
4. Acams, memoire, 1lV., o0.
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expectations were realiized.
The Tifteentn Congress met on Decemuver lst ul7, and
Clay was On Tne same Qay elected Speaker oI tue nouse o1 Rep-

resenvatives oy a vote of 143 To g, 1o

Monrce, 1n nls I1TST
mescage to GungreSs§ atfver referring o an act passed at voé
previcus sesslon proviaing IOr 1anuvernal improvements and vetoed
Dy Madlson, said taat considering nis position "1% wouid ve
1mprdper after wnat has. passed that thls dlscussion snould wve
revived witn an uncertalaty of‘my opiuion respectimg vae rigutt.
He stated ruruvner vnat after tnorvugn delloveration 1T was n1s
"settied conviction® tnat Congress did not possess tne rigat o
estapilsu a sysuvem of 1nvernal improvements, and ne recommenaed
the adopvticn of a comsitilutiOnal amendment wnlcn would give
Congress iune rignt, as opotn ogefrerson and Madison nad done. Lne
committee TO wnlbn was referred wunatv part of tne Presiaent's
message 01G nOT Take 1O Tu€ ldea oI jonroe. Un Decemper Iifteen-
th Tucker ot Virginia, from tnat commlitee, made a report3
whicn asserted tne rignt of Congress "to construct roads and
canals through tne several 8tates, with tne assent OI tue states
on sucn terms as may oe agreedon, leaving wune juraisdictional
rignts in tne States respectively®™, and whicn convained a res-
0luT10n O tne errect trav tne iunterest @f tne sovernment 1n wne
sonas of wne United States snpould pe constituted as a iund Ior
internai improvements. sSome of monroe's aduoerenvs cld nov even
want TO alscuss wne resoluvion vecause ne nad sald tnat a

12 Annals oi Cougress, oL, 398.

2.Ricnarason, messages aund rapers, LL., 15.
6. Annais oI congress, 31, 4bl-4bU.
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constltut;onal amenament would pe necessaryl but Clay very ear.iy
TOvk occasion v0 say uvhat ne nad no aouot the Constivuvion had
VesTed vune POWwer 1n (Congress 1ndependent of any State autnorlty.z
ln nis first important speecn° on tne suwv)ect, made marcn H*,he
outiipned nls CoOnSTITUTLONAL VIeWs more Iuliy and cCareIlully tnan
ne nad ever aoue velore. ar coutenued vnat e nad 1moived 01s
consTltuvivnal opinions rrom the celevrated proaucticn ©I madleen
when he was a memver or &8 virginia legisiature in 1799, aaa
from ovners oI apaiagous priaciples; wuat 1I ue airfiered irom
those wno proiessed tu acknowiedge The same autnority, vue ait-
Ierence was not as TO princlples, oUT a8 TO wue appilcation oI
voem. He asserved wnav 1n ali cases relatlng eesenviaily 1O wne
preéservavioun 0I iue union ue wuuia give the Coustitusion a liov-
eral cousvructiin, and tuaT iu ali cases Wuere admilvtedly cue
power resided somewpere, vuv i was uncervain in wolcu vrancn, he
would cunteuud wndtl 1v velovugead wuvGuungress as Youne safest re-
pository™. He declared tnat ne would not admit vnat tue rresident
had the power ¢l vrderiug ruvads wnenever ne pleased- vnls was a
direct slap av an actv ol Mukroe's- ana wuas sae Consvivuvion nad
deunled vue power vu vongress. Denouncing tvue practlce wolch al-
lowed wue Presicent tu carry ua sucu WOrks oI 1mprovement, Dutb
wulcn rerbade Cougress 1rom exercisSiuy liKe powers, he exclaimed:
"What! are we come TO tuis- Luatv imperiai Powers sunouid ve ascriped
TO our execuviver® :

l. ‘Annals 'of "Cofgress, 31,1114 et seq.

3. Loid., 1.357%.
SeID1d., 1104-1180.




(9)
During his spesch he tock occasion to make some reriect-
ions on tne union, as toilows: "We are vold TaaT 1a these nalycon
days thoere 18 no such tning as party spirit; that the factions by
which the country has been divided, are reduced to taelir prigitive
elements, and that this whole society is united by brotiherly love
and friendship; and, indeed, tne President ol the united States
nad himself ooserved, in his message at the commencement of the
session, that he 'is uappy to observe that tvae benign spirit of
conciliation and narmony which now manifests itself tvhroughout our
Union, promises to such a recommendation {(an amendment to the
Constitution) the most prompt and favorable result'., Sir, L do
not believe in thls harmony, thls extinction oI party spirits,
which is spoken of; 1 ao not velisve that men naﬁe ceased to oe
men, or twhat they nave abandoned those principles on which taey
have always acted hithertol® At every point Clay took issue with
the President. Throughout nis remarks snere oreathes the spirit
of the Union, not union of parties, out the Union of the States.
He was sesking to knit the States together more closely, and to
do this he endeavored to effect a liberal construction of the
Constitution tnan one oI the Virginia school could comnscientiocus-
ly submit to without resistance. 1t was largely out Ol tThils
rundamental difference that the specific issues between tie
Democratic and Whig parties were later to arise.
| substitute resolutions Ior wue resoiution reported oy

3

lucker were ag:eed t0 1n Committee of tne Wnole? One declared

l. ARnals of° Cbngrésa, 31, 1164-1180.
3. 1pid., 1349 .
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tnhat Congress has power under tie Con=titution to aprropriate
money for the construcstion of roads, canals, and Tor the im-
provement of water courses. Utlhers aeciaréd that Congress has
power to construst poat roads and military roads, roads and can-
als necessary for interstate commerce, and canals 1or military
purposes; provided that 1n each of tne‘cases mentioned private
property should not pe taken for public use witheut just com-
pensation. These wers of such nature that a debate was stirred
up concerning States Rignts. Hugh lielson of Virginis in a speech
on this subject became excited. Mercer, also of Virginia, 1n
refer-ing to tors speech, said: "But, my honorable colleague who
has just addressed you has ardently endeavored to interpose a
yet more formidable opstacle to the adoption of these resolutians.
He has galiantly unfurled the ancient banner of nis party, and
sought %o ral.y nis Republican Iorces on tne gsidae ol the Execut-
ive. ne nas reminded taem OI taeir ancient victories, and sum-
moned tnem to the same field of triumph- a triumph ot States
over the Federal Constitu‘cion."1 This exerpt serves to show that
the thought of party was still alive and also illustrates the
divergent views concerning the Constitution. Before tne debate
closed Clay took occasion to criticise the President 1n a s8e€c-
ond great speech. He had plead for a ifree discassion of the sub=-
ject of internal 1mprovements and the powers of Congress con-
cerning the same, and had taken direct issue with tnose who

thought that no measure ought to be passed since the President
1. Annals oI Congress, &1, 1g86.
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had said that he did not think that Cohgress nad the power} Now
in this second 1important speecha made on tne sixth day of March,
1818 he pecame more violent. "1f, oy the communication of his
opinion (Monroeis) to Congress, he intended To prevent alscussion,
ne nas most woerul.y railed." "y voiunteering als opinion that
gongress does not possess thls power", he continued, "he has 1n-
verted the regular order oI legislation Dy beglnning wiere 1t
should end.® Such "procesding is irregular and unconstitutional®.
He nhad no doubt that the President was actuated Dy pure motTlves,
put "in thls passage tae rresident nas rurnished us Wit NO reas-
oning, no argument in support of nis opinion- notning addressed
to the understanding", He said what tae President nad ordered a
road to be constructed or repalired "on nis sole authority 1in
time of peace", and that this measure had pecn taken without the
consent oI the State of Hew York. But Congress has paramount
power to the President. Tué result oI Toe pout was that the res-
olution whlch declared& that Congress has power tO appropriate
for internai improvements was adopted by a vote of 90 to 75.3
Those declaring that Congress has power TO construct were de-
feated? So Clay carried his point oniy 1in part. Clay'!'s crit-
1cism of Monroe taroughout the depate nad a flavor oI bitierness.
this did not work vo Ciay's advantage. A personal aliusion was
made to nim and retorted tnat "motives had been ascribed TO nim,
1n relation to a particular office, as false as the 1mputation of

. 5
them was malignant.""] have desired no office irom The LXEcUT1VE.

1. Annals of Congress, 31,1115, 1164.
2. Llbid., 325 1359-89.
B, ibids, LSELl, 1385,
4, ipia., 1386.—1389,
£5. ipid., 1378-9.
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But 1n the neat of aebate ne may nave forgotten that tne pos-
ition of Secretary of State was regarded as thae sTepping-sione
tO0 the presidency.

Meanwhile ClLay's nhostillty was surglng forta 1in ogTher
channels. Prior tc Monroe's inauguration ne had stoutliy op-
posed the enactment of any law whieh could possipbly be disad-
vantageous tp the 1insurgent colonies of America. ke was wholly
wrapped up 1in the cause oI tae South American patriots and was
sure to give vent to nis feelings should anyone dare %0 1incline
towards tne side of Spain., Three commissioners had been appoint-
ed by tihe President to go to South America in order to 1invest-
igate afrairs there. 1t was known 1n the cabinet as early as
Septempber 1817 tnat vlay was determined TO propose the acknow-
ledgement of the Soutn American insurgents at tne rollowing
session of Congress, and that he was dissatistied that the com-
migsioners nad not pbeen sent 1n order that Taey mlght e pack
in time to report to Congress} Adams in nis Diary says tnat
when ne went to tne President's on December loth anda xound tnat
"Mr., Ciay nad already mounted nis South American great norse."
He wrote further tnat "Clays project 1s that 1n which Jo0On
rnandolph failed, to control or overthrow the kLxecutive by sway-
ing the House of Representatives. He intends vo oring forward
nis motion to acknowledge the government of Buenos Ayres, and
perhaps Chile." Calhoun ana the President pronounced themseives

against it, and Adams had done s0 oefore? 1T was tnought outside

1l.Adams, Memoirs, 1lV., 1l.
2.1pid., 28.
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of the cabinet that the one subject which miight furniish ground
for ardent difference of principle was the trouble concernlng
the revoiutionists of Soutn America, tnougn some dlspleasure was
expressed at the declaration i1n the President's message that ne
woulid veto any measure passed for internal 1mprovements% A few
days after Clay's conference at the Capitol at a dinner at Craw-
tordis he "came out with great violence against the course pur-
sued by tvne Executive upon Squtn American affélrs, and espec-—

1ally in relation to Amelis 1siand.“8

Monroe, on January .13ih,
1818, sent a message to Congress gilving lnformatlion cOncerning
the suppression of tihe estabilsnment at Amelia 1slan& and trans-
mitting the papers concerned tnerewitn? Adams tnought wuat the
measures 1n relation to Ameiia 1sland, South America, and Spaln
weee "laying vhe foundation of a new system of opposition To tne
Administration, wita Clay at 1ts nead."™ Clay nimself toid Craw-
ford tpat ne intended To Tollow up his attack and prphesied nis
success. DuT TOlS was whoen ne was a little warm witl wine and a
day or two lLater ne went to Crawford and said that ne was anx-
1ous to avoid coliision 1f possipie, and that ne intended merelLy
t0 make an apppppriation for a minister $o Luenos Ayres%

Clay in fact pursued tne former course. Forsyth of
Georgia reported a Neutrality oill and on March 17th Clay said
that instead of peing called an act of neutrality 1t ought to €
"entitled ans& act Tor tne benetrit of His Majesty tne King of
i. niies's Hegister, Xiil., 357,
3. Adams, Memoirs, 1V., 30-1.

3. Righardson, Messages anda rapers, 1l., 83-D.
4. Adams, liemoirs, 1V., 40.
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Spain‘.‘l 1ne next aay he made an impetuous speech which showed
that he could not endure the easy golng course of the Execut-

173?

"rne Secretary of State veilis us", ne said, "very good-
naturedly, tnat we nave patiently waited for tne settlement of
our aifferences witn Spain, and 1t wili requliee no very great
effort to wait a 1ittle while longer. Very good-natured indeedd
No change, say gentlemen, 1n tne aspect of our relations with
Spain? Yes, a most numiliating one, within the last tnree or four
years. We were teld by the President at tne commencement of tTne
session, and, ambiguous as the 1ntimation was, nope clung TO 1t
as promising a cnange; tnat a disposition nas oveen snown on the
part of Spain to mowe in the negotiations. And what sort of a
motion was 1t? A motion wnicn nas terminated 1n sometning Llke
perpetual repose, walting until tne passions anda prejudiges OI
His Majesty of Spain may have nad vime IO suoside. Admirapie Job-
like patience! 1 thank my Goa wnat L QO nov possessit.” Forsytn
was Bnairman of tne Committee on Foreign Relations and one whom
the President regarded as perfectiy confiaential. Ciay kept
stingilng nim until, TO SDOW Nnls 1lndependence, ne alsavowed any
subserviBmey to tvae Administrat.on, and even went so far as 10
propose measures utlLeriy dalisapproved or oy tae rresident. Monroe
was greatly agitated when ne ueard that Fersytln intended TO 1uiro-
duce a motion authorizing tne President to take possession of
rast Florida , and ne requested Crawford to aissuade Forsytn Irom
taking tnis action. it seemed that Clay was marsnalling nls iorces

1. Annals ot Congress, 33, 1403.
80 lblao, l4.|.‘{"'80
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for a system of regular oppositien, and moreover 1T appeared
tnat ne was enlisting recruits from among tne friends of the
Administrationt

noghing suited Ciay. lne President appointed three
commissioners tO0 go to South America and had aliowed them def-
inite compensation. Clay declared tuat vnese commilissioners snould
have peen mominated to tne Sendte, tnat tne President had not
only made these appointments without tne authority of the Con-
stitution, or of any law recognizing tnem, pbut in aerogation of
a positive act of Oongressé Un tne same day that he made this
declaration, March z4tvh, 1818, ne moved an amendment to the gen-
eral appropriation opili, one clause of which provided for an
appropriation of 30,000 dollars as compensation for these com-
misgsioners, vo tvne effect thnat tnere pe inserted i1n tne bill a
provision for appropriating 18,000 doliars for tne outfit and
one year's salary of a Minister to tne independent province of
the River Pliata in South Amerlca? ciay supported nis propos-—
ition 1n unls grandest emovional and patriotic style. He Took
his accustomed flings at the President and the Secretary of
State. He pnarged tne kExecutive of naving pursued such a course
as to aissatisfy opoTa Spalh and The colonles: Tnere roriowed
Just what one would naturally expect and what no doubt Ciay
expected. Mr. sowndes oI Soutan Carolina asserted that the
1. Adams, Memoirs, 1V., 40.
©. Annals of Congress, 33, 14o05-5.

3. lbid., 1468,
4, lDld.., 1498,
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proposed measure was 1n nostility to the Executive§ ana from
That Time on almost every speaker referred to thls assertion.
Some denied 1%, others said that 1f 1t were true 1t would not
deter tnem from acting on tne proposed measure. Nelson of Vir-
ginia gave vent To uls fesiings of anxiety for the future and
solemnly deciared tnat ne saw "that outv of tnis proposition 1s
t0 grow a division of tne Repupliican party, that on tne one sade
are to be rallied the exclusive Iriends of iiberty, ana inose
on tne otuer side are TOo de denounced as inimical to it.“a He
was opposed tO the proposition and he claimed tnat the President
was on nis side, that ne and his allies were as much wne friends
of liverty anda Iree government as their opponents. "Why then",
he continued, ®"are ne and we to be denounced as the enemies of
liberty? 1 do regret thls debate, pecause 1 view 1t as tae epoci
of the division of the oldRRepupiican party. We are tvo pe rent
1n twain, and one moiety of 1t 1s to pe arrayed against the ovnexn
inose witn whom L act are, 1t appears, to contand against tiae
old aisgusting taie of roreign 1nTluenced Ciay at once took up
the gauntiet. "But, sir," ne said, "1t seems vnat a division of
the Republican party 1s about to ve made by the proposition under
consideration.® ne asked whose conduct was To Ifurnish tne stan-
dard of ortnodoxy. "1t tnere 1s vo be a division of the Repub-
ilcan party", ne aecirared, "1 giory tuat 1, at least, am found
among those wno are anxiocus I0r the advancement OI numan rignts
1. dnnals of Congress, 323,1588-9.

Bo lbldo, -LDHG-'{.
3. Ibid., 1801.
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and o1 aouman 1iberty.“l He declared furtner tnat ane snould con-
tlnue 10 express uls 0plnions coincident or not witn tnose ol ine
Executive. And then as a cover Ior the right ne was waging asd_
as if in answer tuv wue claim propounded vy uls opponents wnat
They were the friends of tne Executiwerhe said: "I contend tnat
we are twne true friends of tne kXecutive; and tnat Ttoe Titie aoes
n0tT beleng To those who nave taken 1t. We wish t0 exsend nis in-
fluence and give nim patronage; TO glve ulm The means as Le NOW
nas the power, to send anotner Minister apbroad."® This was cun-
ningly ridiculous, tor Clay nad gone so far as to deciare tne
action o1 tne President unconstitutionai and directly against an
act of Congress. And ne nad moved svne adoption of a scneme of
his own. He was i1n efrect saying that ne knew the needs ol tae
rresident oettver twhan thne President nimselrf.

viay‘s mention of a division of parties was taken up
0y R1s opponents, and ne and uals adherents 1o tne propostmon
were accused of ciaiming to ve the exciusive friends of 110erty§
This called tortn a disclaimer by Clay, wno now (Marca Zoin,
1818) said that ne saw 1n Tne d1vision notalng wvut a aifference
of opinien among tnose wno were accustomed to act togetner? put
ne must nave seen Dy Tals Time That ne would oe nopelessly sRERS
aefeated. At ali e¢vents uls proposivion was rejected on tne day

S

that ne made nis aisclaimer oy a vote of 45 0 L15.° Tne

proposition was remnewed oy Anderson, a colieague of Ciay, TWO
1. Agnialsg of ,gongress,33, 1606-7.

3. 1bid,; 1618,

3. Tbid.; 1637

4. ilpla., i1b44.

5. 1bid., 1b4b, 1655,
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days later pbut 1t was defeated oy exactly tne same votel An
analysis of the vote snows tnat New kngland and tne Soutn were
very strongly against Clay's scneme; tnat tne Middle States were
agalnst nim about two 1o one; and wnat tae Soutawest was aoout
eveniy aivided, wnlle tne Nortawest, inciuding Kentucky, was the
only section Tor Clay, and by a vote of apout three T0o one.

Ciay*s course of uostillity nad greatly aiatmed Monroe.
On the very day tnat Ciay's proposition first came to & vote
Adams wrote 1n ni1s Diary; "bBut the supjest which seems 10 apsorp
all tne raculvies of nis(Monroe's) mind is the violent system—
atic opposition tnat Clay 1s raising against nis Administration’®
The South American question in xtself nad caused a great deal of
excitement. ﬁezékiah Niles saia tnat it would seem fkam recent
discussions that the question regarding tne Soutn American col-
onies would make one of the principal points of difference pe-
tween political parties in the United sStates?d During the summer
a public dinner was given at Lexington as a testimony of the re-
spect ‘in whicn tney neld Clay for nis exervions IOr tne South
American patriots. une oI tne toasvs was "tne indaepeadent min-
vrity of 45," referring to tnose wno nad supported Clay's meas-
ure.4 Colonel parver, one of the *45" was gilven a public alnner
5

at Mariettva, vnlio? Ciay's aevotion tO0 whe cause of tane South

American patriots pnad won for nim the Northwestd But as a wnole
1. Anndlse of Corigress, 38, 1652, 1655.

3. Adams, memoirs, LV., 70.

3. Niles's register, XIV., 395.

4. idem.

5. ldem.
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his opposition 1o wane Administration was taus far a disappointing
failure. 1t was Telt vnat ne nad pursued unls course pecause of
his ﬁls&ppOlntment 1n not oelng appointed Secretary of State.
Tnls nad veen ninted at aurang the devates and nad caiied rortn
a passionate aenial from Ciay. He conciudea tals aeulal witn the
statement tnat "I wiil sacrifice no part of my public auty To a
servile complaance witn nls {(Monroe's) views?l Wnetner wue
charge was englrely true Oor not, 1t was pelieved to pe True and
the coincidence of Ciay's "public auty® always pelng in Oppos—
1t10n To wae Administration seemed tO prove what was pelieved.
During the summer tlay took occasion 36 positively disavow tne
intention whlco ue sald nad opeen 80 oftén attriouted to nim of

attempting to organize a party of opp031tlon¥

CiLay knew that out
littie success nad come tu uim as a resuit of tne rirst session's
tignt. And Crawford said tnat Ciay told nim tnat he nad no in-
Vtentlon of opposing tne Adm?nlstratlon at the session fOlLOWlng§
Clay for a time kept nis promise, ne confined nimselif
chiefliy to a warfare on Adaﬁs and c¢ervaln measures instead of
1ndu1g1ng in personallitles against Monroe. put wrouple was im-
minent. General Jackson nad crossed intu rlurida, opanish ter-
ritory, WiThout express orders as 1t seemed, and nad vaken ST.
Mlarks, rensacoig&, and tne fortress of tue parrancas, and nad
peen responsiple Ior toe nanglng OI several persons, notaoLy

Alexander Arbuthnot and Houoert C. Amb:xstsr? L1 oIne nouse

l.Annals oif Tongress, 33, 13r8-9.
. ni1es's Hegister, XV., Y.
3. Adams, memolrs, 1V.jy 174,
4, Annais ¢I Congress, 3o, 010-37.
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T.M. Nelson maae a Teport irom vae Commlttee on Mitltary Ariairs
containlug a resoilution *That wne nouse ol Hepresentatives oI wne
Unlted Svates alsapproves cue proceedlugs 1n tue $ridl ana ex—’
ecutionot Alexander Arbuthnot and Hovert ¢. Amoristert To this
three otuer resoluvivns were adaed oy Cobb ©f Georglia waicn ae-
cLared voe seizure of St. marks ana rPensacoia, and tue Ifortress
of oparrancas 0 uave ueen contrary 0 orders and against oae
Constitutuwon, ana wnlch asked IOr appropriate leglsiaulon? Ciay
TOOK a ieading part in tane aepate againsi sackson. Lonscious
O tne cnarges regarding nis retiation TO tus rresiaent ne, atv vhe
outset, declared tnat alii inferences drawn I@Dm Tae cCOurse walch
1T would pe nis Ppainifui auvy® to pursue would D€ uUnIouUnAEd, VEry
characteristicaisy ué saild tnat *ratner than tO Turow OpSTructlons
1n tue way or tne rresidamt, ne woura preceae alm, ana plck out
taose 1Y ne could, which mignt JOStie ulim il 018 progress— ue
wouid sympatulzeé wiTn alm 1n (ls emparassments, and commiserate
witn nim in pis misiortunes.® ne aecliared 1natv ne.wuﬁla never
"form any resoiution, ur CuuTraCy auy sugaAgemeut i1ur sSystolatic
UPpPrYsSsivivn tu a1z Administration or tu wuav of any other @nief
ﬂagistrate? " Clay saw in Jackson another rival and so 1in this,
nis great speech of vanuary 20th, 1819, he aimed his shafts at
Jackson in particular. When it was attempted to defend both the
actions of Jackson and Monroe, he could effectively point out
the fallacy by saying: "If 1t were right in him(Jackson) to
seize the place, it is impossible that it should have been right
in the President innediately to surrender it. We, sir, are
l. Annals of Cengress, 3%, bib-37.

2. Ibid., 588%.
3. Ibid., 631-55.
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{ne supporters of the President.--- The President has in this
instance deserved well of his country"} Clay, realizing that he
had injured himself by his course the previous session was mild
andf;z;sionate. Ae said before he confined his attack to Hack-
son, and even attributed purity of motives to him. Adams wrote
as follows regarding tne speech: "it was against General Jackson,
but professedly not against the Administration“? vut afterwards
when Clay had renewed his open attack aéain Acdems wrote tnat
Clay, foliowing nis disappointment in failing t0 secure the ap-
pointment as Secretary of State, at once projected hie oppositvion
schemeB wiaich would bring nim in as Monroe's successcr after
eight years, and tnat his engines tne first session were South
America and Internal Improvemen$s, and the second session ne
"took up tne Seminole War", but found himself no longer primary
leader, for he was ranged under the banners of Crawford? Clay
was earnestly laboring for tne passage of the resoiutions and he
no doubt saw that thelr_paésage wauld mean an indirect censure
on the Executive. R.L.Jonnson of Kentucky, one of Clay's mest
enthusiastic followers at the time, took issue with Clay on thls
proposition, He asserted that 1t was no mere party squabble, tnat
he was differing from friends witn wnom he usually acted 1in con-
cert? And this view was accepted by some. But there wase not .
wanting those who neld that such a resolution implied a censure
on the Execﬁtive by intimating that he had either been negligent
or pértial<;n aliewingfa‘fault in an officer to pass unnoticed,
i. AfAn&ls of ;Congress, 33, 651-3.

2. Adams, Memoirs, 1V., 2324.
30 ibid., v., 52-30

4. Apnalis of Congress, 33, 657,663,
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yet which the House "might think worthy of animadversion™t

vu February 8th, 1819, Clay suggested to Cobb such mod-
ification as would, ne hoped, unite the conflieting opinions of
the members o1 the House and so enable them TO agree in a voted
But nothing came of this and on tne same day the resolution was
defeated by a vote of /U 3To 1002 An analysis OI tne VOTES SNOWS
that New England was about evenly divided. The Middle States and
the Nortanwest including Kentucky voted over two to one 10r Jack-
son., The South was strongly against nim, while the Soutnwest was
unanimously for him,

The proceedings of the second session revealed the fachs
very clearly that Jackson's star was rising, wnile Ciay's had
been dimmed by nis course of opposition. His failure to oppose an
Administration policy was regarded as something strangé and af-
forded a fit subject tor speculation. A striking example of this
ig related by Adams 1n nis Ulary? Biddleton of Bouth Carolina
asked nim now he thought 1t nappened tnat Ciay let tne Piracy Bill
rass without opposition. Adams in answer sald that he suppoéed
that Clay intended to wait for i1ts execution and then take hls
stand of opposition. sut Mlcdleton informed nim that Clay's ioss-—
es at the card table had so discomposed him that he had paid no
attention to the business of the House during the remainder o1 EE
that session. So unpopular had Clay become with some that there

was talk of displacing nim and of electing a new Speaker. But

1. Annals of, Corgress, 33, 780-1, 933, 853.
3. lbad., 1104,

5. ipid,., 1138,

4. Adams, Memoirs, IV., 308,
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Monroe advised against this on tne ground that such would give
him more consequence than belonged to nim, that Clay in his
course of opposition was injuring himself more than anyone elseg
and finally that there was no memoer of tane Adminisrtation from
the Western country. Aacams concurred in ﬁnis Judgement% The
matter was accordingly dropped and Clay was elected Speaker of
the Sixteenth Congress on December 16th, practically without op-
poeition?

The Missouri struggle began in the spring of 1819. As
it will pe discussed in tne next chapter nothing more will pe said
of it at present. Clay, as was said above,was re-elected Speaker
in Uecember 181lY almost unanimou31y§ Ihis may have had the effect
of reassuring him 1n his oppeosition schemes. The Missouri ques—
tion, as will pe seen, had ﬁresented a vista not at all pleasing
to Clay. By drawing tne attention of Congress imte other cnannels
he may have hoped to keep himself prominent. At all events, the
fire in his breast was kindled oy a special message of tne Pres-
i1dent on March 3vtn, 18230. Adams had concluded a treaty with the
Spanish Minister early in 1819 which provided for the cession of
Fiorida. But the King of Spain withheld his ratification bewend
the time specified in tne treaty% There were many who desired te
take forcible possession of Florida. sut sucn was against she
President's policy. So in this message he submitted te Congress
the advisability of postponing a declsion on the quastlen until
1, Adams, Henogiltrs! , IV 1174, 471.

2. Annals ef COngrees, 3b 700 .

~. Ibid.,703. (U3,
4. Treaties and c@nventlons, 1016-1023.
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the follwwing session, assigning as reasons the fa¢ts; first,
that foreign natiens were interposing theér good offices to
promote the ratification and had expressed a desire that the
United states would take no step on the principle of reprisals;
and second, that wne distress of Spain affordéd a motive for for-
oearance% Tnis was more tnan Clay could stand and so on that
same day he presented two resolutions? the first that Congress
has power to dispose of the territery belonging to the United
States and that no treaty "purporting to alienate any portion
thereof" is valid without ite consent, and the sec¢end, that the
equivalent which Spain proposed to give for Louisiana west of the
Sabine was inadequate, and that the transference thereef or the
renewal of the treaty i1is inexpedient. 1t is evident that these
would operate against the Administration in every possible con-
tingency, Ior if a party of opposition should prevent ratificat-
ien then all eof the Spanish troubles would be present to cdog
the Administration, and if ratified the treaty would be made ob-
noxieus. On April 3d Clay made his speech before the Committee |
cf the Whole upon the resolutions® It had been his anxious wish,
he said, to pe able to concur with tne Exedutive branch oI the
. government fegarding Spanish affairs. He asserted that the pol-
icy of appealing to the "justice and affectiens" of Spain had
failed; that the President in his message at the peginning of tne
sessioﬁ nad recommended an enforcement of tne provisions o1 the
treaty, but after three months of deliberation tne Committee of
1. Hichardson, Mesczages and Papers, 11., 6v-40.

2. Annals of Congress, 36, loyl.
3. 1Did., 1r1vu=-3L.
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Foreign Relationé, not able to agree with him, has reported re—
commending the seizure of Florida in the nature of a reprisal.n
Now, ne said, the President advises a pomtponment. He denounced
the idea of abandoning the policy on the avowed ground of the
interposition of foreign powers, and ridiculed tne idea of waité
ing for tne recovery of a rival's strength so tnat he mignt suc-.
cessfuliy resist the demanés made upon him. Clay held that the
treaty was at an end and since 1t was a bad one 1t should not be
reaffirmed. Though nothing came of the resolutions nevertheless
Clay had proceeded with considerable snow of guccesst He could
not reasconably have expected the House to do much owing té tne
fact that treaty making concerns the Senate and the Executive
departments primarily. But by his tactics he was able to make the
treaty highly unpopular. Tne people in tne Western part of ther
United States were instigated against tne treaty because they
were led to pelieve that it had not obtained enough terrdtory.
The Missouri question nad acted to indispose é¢very part of the
Union; the South and West, because they wanted all tne territory
to the Rio del norte for more slave 8tates; and tvnhe North be-
cause they did not want even Florida for a slave State. Adams,
who was sprutinizing developments as keenly as anybody, wrote in
his Diary May 2nd 1880 that "the baseness of the King of Spain
has played the game i1nto the hands of Clay, ‘and that which at the
close of the last session appeared to ve the most fortunate of
events to me, is now the most powerful engine wielded against mil%

1. See Adams, Memoirs, V., 91.
30 Ibid.’ H-L.
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ileanwhile Clay was fighting for the South Americans,
undaunted by former reverses. Un the same day that he spoke for
hie resolutions regarding the alienation of territory he offered
a resolutionl wnich asserted the expediency of providing by law
for an outfit and salary for such Minister or Ministers as tne
President, oy and with the advise and consent of tnhe senate might
send to any of the South American governments maintaining tneir
independence. This was taken up for discussien on May 10th and
Clay made a virulent attack on the Acministration policy. Clay
said that after the return and report of the commissioners from
South America it was generally supposed that recognition would
foliow as a matter of course. The suprise caused by the Executive
pursuing a different course at the last session was proportionally
great. Se strong was the message of the beginning of the session
en tnat'point that recognition was expected without douot. Lndeed,
he continued, one of tne presses near nad said that tnere was "a
race of popularity petween tue uUnited States and wne nﬁmole in-
dividual wgo now addressed tne House". As ne proceeded he vecame
more virulent. "If Lord Castlereagh says we may recognize, we do,
1f not, we do not. A single expression of tne Minister abroad, ne
was ashamed to say, nad moulded tne policy of our government to-
wards Soutn America~ an expression winich, iike Mr. Adams aefin-
ition of repubiicanism, nad peen construed te mean anything or
notning? The resolution passed Tne same day oy a vote of BU wo 75§
Adams said that ciay was surprised at tuae result, as was most |
l. Annals of Congress, 3o, 1r81i.

2. lbid., 33335-30.
d. 1pid., 8330,
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everyocne. ne attriouted its success vo tae failure of the neg-
otiations with Spain and particularly %o certain correspondence
between tne Secretary of State and tne Spanisn Minister walch
nad peen transmitted to Congress tne day before. Clays victory,
Adames said, was generally regarded as a victory against tne Ad-
minigtration, and ne added: "ine run of luck 1s now in favor of
Clay%' And a few days later he said tne result "is no aoubt, an
indication of Clay's iniluence in tne House, and of his in-
creasing popularity 1n tne nation, as the great antagonist of thke
Administration, at least in tne nouse of Representatives, and
will affect the policy of tn@se wnose propensities aresto des—
ert faiiing and fiy to rising fortuneé@

At tvne session of 1830-3L Clay, 1in spite of tHe Miss—
ourli controversy, continued nis fignt for the Soutn Americans.
On February 3d, 1831, ne moved that the resolution adopted at
the last session "py a majority wery decisive- - - declaring it
expedient to make an appropriation, oy law, for a missioen te
sucir 0 Tne governments of Soutn America as had established
their independence, "should ve carried into efrect." ne tanere-
Iore moved tnat 1t pe refeired T0 voe vommittee of tne Wnole that
there might be inserted a clause making an apprgpriation§ A few
days later when the General Appropriation Bill was being consid-
ered, he moved an amendment to appropriate a sum not exceeding
$18000 for an outfit &nd a year's salary o swch Minister as tne
Presicent witn wvue advice aund consent of mhe Senate mignt send
l.Adams, Memoirs, V., 108-9,

2.Epid., 1i8.
b.Annais of Congress, 37, 103u-3{.
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to any independent South American governmentf Ciay made a speech,
which is not recorded. sut ne 1s quoted as saying that "the res-—
olution ¢I wne last session was an expression of puwllc senti-
ment wnlcn nNO monarcn in kurope weudd have dared to disregard:
1t was pointed out tnat tne reasonable inference woulG pe that
Clay 1antended Tu urge tne rresident ST1lli more persuaslively To do
t+hat whicn ne was unwilling to do. 1T was shown further tna¥
Clay at tne last session nad announced tnat his opject was merely
to get an apstract expression ol tne sympathies OI Thé cltlzens
o tune united states and tnat he had disavowed any wlsh that 1T
snould be construec 1nto a dictation or a recommendation To The
Executive. And all this was very true. Clay was now attempiing
to construe the resoiution as peing an enunciatmon of puoiic
sentiment wnicn the President was bound to ooey? On February 9tn
Clay's motion was voted down 79 To 86? Whereupon Clay at once of-
ferred anotuer resoiuvion vo tne efrect tnat tue nouse oI Hepres—
entatives particlpates witn tne people of the uUnited States 1n
deep 1nterest ror tne success of the South American provinces, am
that it will give Comstitutional support To The rFresiaent waen—
ever ne may deem 1t expedient TO recognize tne lnaependaence of'
any oi uwne said prov1nces? soth clauses were agreed to$ it was
evedent vuat tnls resoiutlion was adapted TOo cover up tae aeleat
of tne previous aay? A commitctee of Two, uiady veing one, was
appointed tu lay tae resolution peiore tie Preslaenn? TRls was
1. Annals OT,Conhgress, 37, 1043.
8. Idem,o "L ! B0 5 A .
3. Ibid., 1044.
4, Ibid,, 1077,
5. Ipnid., 1081.
6. Ibid., 1091-2.

7. Adams, Memocirs, V., 268.
8. Annals of Congress, 37, 1093.
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done and Clay reported that tne President in common with the
pecople of the united States takes a decp interest in the suc-
cess of tne Soutn American provénces, and would take tne res-
oiution into dellperate consideration: So far as Clay was con-
cerned tne Soutvn American figut against Monroe was over. He did
not return to0 tne next session of Uongress, ana it was at tnat
session tnat formal recognition was given 1in accordance witn tae
advice of Monroe. Munroe 1n nig own way and time did tnat for
wnicn Clay nad tougnt s8¢0 iong. Clay's efforts, nowever, were nov
unavaliliing, Ior tney made nim very popular in the west. ne had
there struck a popular chord and was t0 receive from tTvnis sec-
Ticn a nearty support in nisg later efriorts in benalf of twne

"American system",
1. Anrdals of .Congress, 37, 1180.
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CHAPTER III. 1nk MISSOURL CUNTROVERSY. 1819-1831,

Meanwnhiie vne Missouri question, "a flaming sword that
moves around on all sides and cuts i1n every alrectiongl had a-
risen and added to Tne complexity of the situation. The practice
had grown up of maintaining a balance of power between the
sitave and free sections of the country oy an alternate admission
of slave and free states. And 1T may be sald at twne outset vhat
The struggle over Missourl was, primarily, a struggle 1or poli-
1tical power between the two great and opposing sections, "in-
terested &n the one side, in manufacturing aﬁd the raising of
food products under a system of free labor; and, on the other in
the proaucvion of great staples, cotton, tovacco, and sugar by
the use of slave iapor'?

Tne struggle pegan in tnls wise. A bill to authorize
fhe people of the territory of Missouri to form a Constitution
and State government was being considered in Committee of the
Whole on February 13th, 1819? in tne course of his remarks
Talmadge, a Representative from new York, moved an amendment
designed to limit tne existence of slavery in wne new State. This
immediately precipitated a warm debate in which Clay took South-
ern ground? Adams said that Clay would thus "continue to keep
himself in the public eye as a party lieader, and be ready for e~
very event that may nappen‘.'5 Tne bill passed the House with the
restrictive amendment® Tiis was struck out by the Benate? and as
both Houses adhered to their ordéginal position the subject
1. Adams, Memoirs, V., Sl.

2. lurner, Rise of the New West, 153.

3. Annals of Congress, 33, 1168.

4. Adams, memoirs, IV., 263.
5. Idem., ;

6. Annals of Congress, 33, 12317.
7. Ibid., 273,
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remained over tvo the next session}

Short aé the debate was, practicaliy all of the arg-
uments later used were made. The whole aanger was iaid bare ovefare
the people. The spectre of a division of parties on a geograph-
ical wvasis came to haunt the minds of idealists who thought tna;
tnere nad come To ve vne asl-emoracing universal Republican
party andof thbse as well wh o may have hoped for other divisions
on the basis of political principles national in character. ine
prancues of tue ltegislature failing to come TC an agrecment, TOe
1ssue was trausferred TO tne pecpie, ana in al: quarters of wne
Union sprrited mass meetings were neld to aiscuss tThe 1mpesing
gquestion of placaing an antl—s;avery restriction upon the proposed
State® ihe legislatures éf Pennsylvania, New Jerse¥, Ohio, and
even the slave state of Uelaware, passed resoilutions against thoe
furtner introduction of slaves 1nto tne territories or wne United

5

States and against the admission of new slave Statesy whlle those

of Maryland and Virginia declaréd against suca restriction? rne
action of Pennsylvania, so long the trusted aliy or whe South, is
especially significant. Resolutions were unanimously adopted Dy
both branches of her legislature in December 1819 against the
Soutnern view. She invoked her sister States "to refuse to coven-
ant with crime" by supporting a measyre "which proposes to

spread the crimes and cruelties of slavery, from tne wvanks of the
Mississippi to the shores of the Pacific" and resoclved that her
Senators ana R_preééntatives 11 the Congress of the United States
1. ‘Annalg ©f, Corgress, 33, 1438.

3. Niles8s Reglster XVIi., 151,188,199,200,241,304,305, 343,343,

3, WIhidsse F se, 8387,396-7, 045—4 o &OO 644 363 416.
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be requested "to vote against the admission of any territory as
a state into the union", unless the turther introduction of
slavery sanould pe prohibited, and that all children born therein
should pecome free at the age of twenty—fivel

There appeared the vista of a united Sousn against a
united Nortn. In the North in several States the Federalists were
yet in the ascendency. As a party remnant they were opposed to
slavery. The Northern Republicans found themselves wnited with
the Federalists on the issue of slavery. And just at this time
1t was tne paramount issue.RBufus King, the venerable Federal
leader, was exerting himself to unite the North against the Souhh.
It was cnly natural for many to think that the Federalists were
attempting to renabilitate themselves upon the issue of slavery.
Popular demonstrations in the North only confirmed this belief.
"All such public expressions at the North", says Schouler,
“seemed spontanecous enough in the excitement of the hour. But
There was a political force working beneath the surface which
gave to this popular movement, which so many out of national in-
Iiuence espoused, a pecullar impeivus and airectluin. That force
was Federal in its basis, negative in the main as to Monroe's
administration and policy, immutably jealous of Southern ascend-
ancy. King, wenerable in years and courtiy of aspect, was its
chief inspiration, as befitted one of his commanding talents and
vast and varied publlc experience, reaching back to Revolution=-
ary times? i Later it will become known with what success his
efforts were crowned.

1. Niles's "Register, XVII., 387, 296-7.
3. Schouler, History of the United States, 111, 153.
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The sixteenth Congress convened on December 6th, 1819,
and Clay was the same day elected Speaker of tvne House almost
unanimousxy% Smith of South Carolina on the 39th presented to
the Senate a memorial of the Legislature of the ierritory of
Migsouri, praying for admission to the Union? A bill providing
for the admission of Maine passed tae iHouse on January 3d§
rnree days later in the Senate a motion was made to amend the
Maine bill by adding the Missouri bill tneret5% and this passed
onthe 16th of February by the close vote of 23 %o Bl? On the
same day Thomas of Illinois proposed an amendment to the Miss-
ouri orgnch of therbill which if adopted would prohipbit slavery
in all territory north of 36 degrees 30 minuted north latitude
except in Missouri. This was adopted the following day by a vote
of 34 to 10§ But a littie later the House disagreed to alli of the
amendments to tae Maine bill? and the House began to consider Its
own Missouri bill. January 26th, laylor, a Representative from
New York, nad moved an amendment to the Missouri bill then under
consideration substiantially the same as the proposed restrictive
amendment of Talmadge? This was passed by tie House on February
39th by the vote of 94 to 86? and on March 1st the billi as a-
mended passed 91 to 8210 But the Iollowing days the Senate
struck out the restrictiﬁe amendment and substituted the Thomas
amendment, by walch slavery would pe exciuded from all the Ter~

ritory ceded by France 1n thne Loulsiana Purchase north of 38
1. Annals of Congress, 35, 703.

2. Ibid., 43. 6. Ibid., 428.

3. Ibid., 849, 7. Ibid., 38, 1455-7,
4. Ibid., 73. 8. Ibid., 35, 947.
5. Ibid., 424, 9. lbid., 36, 1b6b.

10. Ibido, 15?8"3-



(34)

degrees 30 minuteg.!

The debate between the representative of the two seé—
tions of the country had waxed not. The constitutional debate
had centered around the guestion whether or not Congress nad the
right to piace a restriction on a State. This question nowever
was 1ncidental to tne struggle pvewween the sections for politicalil
power.The South, not yet seared, not yet oblivious to the evils
of slavery, urged that diffusion would mitigate the evils. They
urged the injustice of excluding the Southern citizen by render-
‘ing 1% impossible for nim vo migrate To the new Statve with nis
property.the No:tn, on the other hand, urged that diffusion wouid
mean extension of slavery, that it would strengthen the instit-
ution of slavery. The Northern man, 1t was contended, would be
unable to compete with slave labor and thus would be excluded.
kconomie necessity would finally, tarough an increased demand for
siaves 1in the nsw section, caitl for the reopening of the African
slave trade, As the debate waxed hotter and notter threats of
‘disunion were heard on all sided.® Clay was fully cognizant of the
state of affairs. In January 1820 he wrote that all questions had
given way to the Missouri question. "It is a most unhappy ques-
tion", he said, "awakening secdtional feelings and exasperating'
them to the nighest degree. The words, civil war and disunion,
are uttered almost without emotion." As al the previous session
he opposed the restriction and hence was on the Southern side. He

wrote further that in the Senate the ma;or1ty "13 with ug"? in
1. Annals Bf:Congre¥s, 35, 4687-9., ' TTESS
3. Afams,-Memoirs, V., 13, 56; Benton, Abrldgment of Debates
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the House it is douptfull It was the general feeling that the
controversy was creating new parties, parpies divided by geo-
graphical lines which would tend towards disunion. Such a re-
sult was greatly feared. This fact is plainly snown 1in the trend
of the debates? Whereas before there was a siight tendengy for
the West and Middle States, or vne agricultural and manufacturing
regions, TO unite against tné South ana New kEngiand, or the
planting and commercial States, there was now al@#eady formed an
almost solid North against a more solid Soutn. No possible al-
lignment could have peen more dangerous to Southern domination.
Nothing could have peen more aispiriting to a Soutnerner nursur-
1ng Presidential aspirations. Clam was a Southern Unionist. No-
thing augured more of 11l to such an one than the defection of
Pennsylvania from the South. Clay, while depicting the probable
consequences, should the proposed resfriction be adopted, made a
fervent appeali to Pennsylvania, %"the unambituous Pennsylvania-
tae keystone orkhlipe Federal arch®, winether she would concur 1n
a measure calculated to disturb the Un10n§ He was indeed alarmed
and even predicted that withln three years the Union would be aiv-
ided into three distinct Gonfederacies% Tne venerable Sage of
Mdonticeilo, who regarded the Missouri question as the "most por-
tentious one which ever yet threatened the Union“? said that all
depended upon the action of Pennsylvania. He contended that while
Virginia and rennsyivania would nold together the Atlantic Statess

could never separate§

1. Clay, Life and Works, 1V., 61.
2. Annals of Congress, 35, 160,189-90,330,331,353,988-9,1013,1080,
1173; Niles's Reglster XViti., 47. 5. Nlles g R?gls'&%r,
*

3. Annals of Congress, 35, 1.173.

4. Adame, Memoirs, LV., 525-6. 6. Jeffe;son17gr1t1ngs,
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The discussion seemed to indicate that new political
divisions would be formed. On February 20th, 1830, during the
neat of the conflict Adams wrothe in hid Diary that the dis-
cussion of the Talmadge amendment "disclosed a secret: it re-
vealed the basis for a new organization of parties. Clay had
been two years laboring, first upon South American patriotism
and Taoen upon tae Spanish War, rirst in defiance of Crawford
and tnen as a suvbaltern to nim, to get up a new party. In both
instances he had failed. But there was a new party ready form-
ed, but.of no pleasing aspecﬂto either Clay or Crawford, ter-
rible to the whaele Unien but portentiocusly terrible to the |
South- threatening in its progress the emancipation of all the
slaves, threatening in its immediate effect the Southern dom-
ination which had swayed the Union for the last twenty years;
and threatening that political ascendency of Virginia upon
which both Clay ana Crawfora had fastened their principal
hopes of personal aggrandizemen#% A little over a year later
he wrote tnat the Missouri question "disconcerted Clay's pro-
jects by presenting party combinations and divisions very un-
suitabie to them. It looked to dissolution of vne Union upon

principles which could not serve his purposé?

An analysis of
the vote in the House shows that there was a distinct line of
demarcation between the States north of the Mason and Dixon
linepnd the Ohio River and the States 10 vue sSoutn. But there
had been and was now being made a desperate effort to secure a

1. Adams, Memoirs, V., 538-9.
| 8. Ibld., 52"'30
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sufficient number of Northern votes to admit Missouri without
restriction. This of course disgusted King and his faithful band.
He expressed his disgust at tne efforts made To divide tvuae Hep-
resentatives oI vue free States. He said that Pennsylvania was
"agsailed, coaxed, flattered and menaced, in order to detach her
from her union witn the free States"l

On the same day that the Senate had struck out the re-
strictive amendment and addea the Tnomas amendment instead
(March 2nd, 1830) a Senate message was sent to the House. But
it was there laid on the table in order to give Mr. nolmes of
Magsachusetts an opportunity vo give a report from the con-
ference committee which had been appointed to adjust the dif-
ferences between the House and Senate if possibie. The report
recommended that the Senate recede from its amendments, and
that both branches of the Legislature agree to strike out the
restrictive amendment and add in substance the Thnomas amendment?
Now this was precisely what the Senate had just aone. Ineﬁouse,
however, gave in and agreed to concur in striking out the re-

striction by a vote of WO to 8??

and agreed to add in lieu there-
of a clause inhibiting slavery north of 36 degrees 30 minutes,

by a vote of 134 to 48% Thﬁé the so-called Thomas Compromise

was passed by the two Houses.lt is plainly evident that the
Northern phalanx surrendered to the Southern. The deserters

from the North turned the tide in favor of the South. Tne weak-
ening of tne Nortn was due to several considerations; partly to
1. King, Life and Correspondence, VI., 378.

2. Annals of Congress, 36, 1576-7.

3. Ibido, 1586—'?.
4. Ibid., 1587-8.
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Constitutional arguments, partly to a knowledge of the fact
that only thus could Maine secure admission, partly to a fear
of disunieon, and partly to an increasing fear on the part of the
Democratic politicians of the North who saw the unity of the
Uemocratic party menaced. This last consideration seems to have
veen the most important. Jefferson time after time reiterated his
belief that the idea of the Federal party being dead was fallac-
iocus and that the Missouri struggle was largely an effort on the
part of the Federalists through the guise of a-moral issue to re-
generate their party in the hope of controlling the Presidency
in 1834% They had a very respectable minority in several of the
Horthern States and in a few a majority. Such a belief as Jeff-
erson's was enly natural. Certain extremists of the North were‘
not unwilling to accept the alternative of disunion if they could
not carry their point? It was evident to all that the North
could elect a President if only they would hold together. But
many Northern politicians saw their own depositions by such a
party staring them in the face. In Pennsylvania an "anti-slavery"
and tals was supported by a good many people in Phiiadelphia?
Colonel Benton says that whén he appearéd&k in Washington in Nov-
c¢mpber he found many of the Northern Democrats entertaining fears
over the possibility of such a party and so they were extremely
anxioeus to settle the Missouri question for good% No doubt som@
such fears actuated certain Northern men in the spring when the
1. Jefferson, Writings, X., 163,173,177,180,333-4,280-1.

2. King, Life and Correspondence, VI., 2374,386,387,387.

3. Niles's Register, XIX., 134,190-l.
4. Benton, Thirty Years View, L., 10.
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surrender to the South was made. King, too, was not so uncom—
promising as he had been. In the latter part of November Adams
wrote in his Diary: "Upon the Missouri question he(King) has
much cooled down since last winter. The question 18 not now the
same as 1t was tuen, and is much more clear against Missouri. But
he has discovered that the people of the North, like many of their
Representatives in Congress, flinch from the consequences of this
question, and will not bear their leaders out. Personal and am-
pitious motTives nave also peen imputed to Mr. King for the part
he had taken in the affair.“

The great battle over Missouri had been fought. But a
third and final struggle was pending. The Missouri Conventiom met
in June 1820 and framed a State Constitution® The Constitution
contained among other things two obnoxious provisions. One for-
vade the Legislature te interfere with slavery, and the other re-
quired the Legislature to so frame laws as to prevent free col-
ored persons from settling in the Stated Congress convened at tiae
close of the recess on Novemper 13th. Clay had sent in his res-
ignation as Speaker? and so it devolved upon the House to elect a
new one. Un tne 33d oaliot, John W. Tayler, the slavery candidate,
was elected over Lowndes, the cpmpromise candidate® In the Senate
a report was accepted and a resolutien was adopted in favor of ad-

mission with Eaton's proviseo as a rider which disclaimed any as- -

sent to tne clause in voe Constitution of Migsouri which contra-
1. Adams, Memoirs, V., Z06.

3. Niles's Register, XVILII., 400, 448

. {bid., XIX,, 50-7
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vened the constitutional rights of citizéns of each Statel The
next day in the House Lowndes's report in favor of admission was
rejected 79 to 93? The Senate resolution was laid aside by the
House for about a month, and was then referred to a Slemmittee
of the Whole? Eustis of Massachuseétts had submitted a resolut-
ion declaringfor admission after the obnoxieus clause should be
expunged, and this was also refﬂired% It was later defeated by
a large ma30r1ty§ Clay had now appeared on the scene and on his
motion the Senate resolution, with Eaton's proviso came up for
discussion® But no agreement could be reached. On the main is-
sue theie was clearly an even division. There were those on the
one side from both North and South who favored a compromise and
so either desired tne molliification or rejection of the clause
1n dispute; on the other side were the radical anti-slavery men
led by Sergeaht who would have kept Missouri out, and the rad-
ical Southerners, led by Randolph who wanted to submit to no
compromise at all. Sergeant attempted to have the issue post-
poned until the following session. But Clay, desirous of a fi-
nal settlement, moved that the Senate resolution be referred to
a committee of thirteen. The motion was agreed to! About a week
later the report was made? It showed that the committee were al-
most unanimous in the belief that the compromise of the former
session should not pe aisturbed, and that the present issue
rested on Ene provisions of the proposed Constitution whicn
1. -Annals of Congress,37, 118-9. 5, Ipiq,, 37, 983,

3. Ibid., 670. :
3. Ibid., 864. 6. Ibid., 1037.
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some believed to be 1ncompétib1e with the Constitution of the
Tnited States. The majority of the committee therefore proposed
tnat Missoura should pe admitted on the fundamental conditien that
this clause should not be construed or any lLaw ever pe passed 1n
derogation of the rights of citizens of other States coming 1nto
that State. And/:t:nLegislature of Missouri should, by a solemn
public act, declare the assent of the State to the said fundament-
al condition, then the President's proclamation when issued would
make the admission of the State complete. It was understooed that
Missouri when admitted should have the rights and powers iLnherent
in the original States. Thne resolution was disagreed to 80 te 831
It was reconsidered and defeated a second time by a vote of 82 to
88? In eacn case Randolph and his pand voted witn the sialwart
sortherners iike Sergeant.

The excitement was intense. Niles's RBegister said that
"1t may safely oe said tnat the situation of Congress, and of the
United States was never more unpleasant than now. An excitement
prevails sucn as has never peen witnessed in tne nouse of Repres—
entatives® An inciting cause for increased excitement was tne
question whether or not the vote of Missouri should be considered
in the-electoral count. Clay, from a joint committee, reported
that snouid epjection oe made to counting such votes abd they
would not essentially affect the result of wne election, that then
a hypothetical announcement of the vote should follow the elect-
orai count.4
1. Anrdls &f,Congress, 37, 1118.
3. lbid., 114s.

3. Niles's Register, XIX., 401.
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In spite of the vigorous protests from such Southerners as Floyd
and Randolph this was the proceedure adopted. Since Missourl's
vote made no essential difference in tne result ol the election
tne crisis was past, though# action on a motion of Randolph that
sucn procesding was irregular and illegal was escaped only by an
immediate and coniused adjournment% 1This motion and confusion
came immediately after the Senate had withdrawn from the Chamber
aftbr the electoral vote had peen counted by the President of the
Senate in the presence of the Senate and louse of Representatives.

About a week later, on February 32d, Clay moved for the
appointment of a joint committee of Congress% This was the last
chance to settle the question at What session. Clay was making a
supreme effort to get rid of the "distracting question®. His mot-
ion prevailed in the House in a short time by a vote of 1lUiL %o
bb§ and the propesal was agreed to in the Senate 39 to 7% The
resolution offered by the joint committee wai practicalily the
same as the one which the House committee of thirteen had report-
ed. It passed the nouse on February 36th oy a vots of 87 to 81?5
and the Senate two aays later oy a vote of 88 to l4§ King and
other uncompromising Northerners in both branches of the legis-
lature were epposed to the ariangement, But practical.y ali of
the Southerners favored it except Macon in the Senate, and Ran-
dolph and a few others like him inmthe House who insilsted on ad-
m1331on without any compromise. Most of the Soutnern men saw
véry clearly th&t epposition was mere opposition to form ana not
L. Annals of Congress, 37, 1165-6.
2. Ioid., 1318-239Q.
PR 1 LT R A
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5. lbid., 1339-40.
8. Ibid., 390.




(43)
to substance, for at the previous session the real and vital
roints had been settzdd. The Clay'compromise 80 1ar as placing
any resiriction on Missouri was conmerned amounted to absolute-
1y nothing. She merely had to formally promise io wuat all the
States knew they themselves knew they had to do 1n order to abide
by the Federal Constitution? The great éonflicn for the present
Wwas over. sut 1t wsad snown very clearly uwhe aistinstive character
of the inhabitants of the great divisions of the Union, and men
having the foresight of Jefferson saw that the issue bpetween the
scctions was only postponed. Tue aiffercnce was whencetortu o
appear in the decision or questions of national policy such as the
tariff, internal improvements, and the bank. But the lines of de-
marcatlion were not to be ae hard ana fast as to preclude the form—
ation of political parties drawing support from all sections of |
the country, though the motives impelling Northerners and Soutn-
eérners to be wn the same party were to be oftentimes far differént.
Wnile vne aivisions caused by the Misseuri coniroversy were not of
pleasing aspect to Clay, yet by posing aé a compromisef between
the sections he had really gained in strength. Adams, 1n writing of
the confliet ot turee sessions, said: "The greatest results of this
gonflict of three sessions have been to make John W. Taylor Speaker
of tne House of Representatives, and to bring into full display the

talents and resources of influence of Mr. Glay?l
1. Adams, Memoirs, V., o07.
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CHAPTER IV.
THE RISE OF PERSONAL PARTIES. 1816-1824.

The campaign for the presidency in 1824 may
be said to have begun in 1816.1 Crewford as a
representative of the younger generation of Republicans,
had, in the caucus of that year, secured 54 votes to
Monroe 65.° 3But he accefted the Department of War
and so beceme merged with the Administration, and that
t00 in & secondary position not regarded as & stepping-
stone to the presidency. Adams secured first place
in the cabinet, and so became the heir apparent. 1t
has alresdy been seen how Clay, within the clutches of
ambition, took opposition groupd and attempted to block
every move of the Executive. While he failed in his .
purpose of raising up & western party he was in fact
by his advocaey of internal improvements and the tarxff
ete., laying the foundation and hewing out the material
on which and out of which the Whig Party was to be
constructed. His idea of raising up & western party
with himself at its head was doomed to defeat because
of the rise of Jackson. He was to & large extent the

&ause of the west coming ilmto its own. But as Professot

l..5e6 Adems, Memoirs, V., 89.
2eeikeks Register, XXI.,5l.
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Turner has well ssid, if, Clay was one of the favorites
of the West, Jackson was the West.l However Caly was
not supplaented in the West until after the eleetion of
1824. Jackson was not seriously considered as & presidential
possibility until after Monroe's first Administretion.
Crawford was all the while shyly working, in faet using
his cabinet position for personal aggrendizement. And
this he was the more &ble to do because of his strength
in Congress. This was not at all pleasant to Adams. In
1818 he wrote that the country was taking the character
of preparation for the presidential election, not in
1820 but in 1824.2 But Crawford worked on. In 1820

he secured the passage of an act, which was drawn up

by himself, limiting the term of distriet attormneys,
collectors, and various inferior officers to four yesars
who before had served during good behavior and acceptable
service. The resal purpose of the act was to increese
his patronage.5 Calhoun as Secretary of War was in-
creasing his popularity because of his labors in behslf
of national policies. He was mnot so activély engaged
in politics as Crawford and Clay, but was honorably

discharging the duties of his office.
The political waters were apparently placid in

l..Turner, Rise of the New West, 188.
2..Adems Memoirs, IV., 193.
3..Thid.,7IT., 424-5;U.S.Statutes at Large.
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1820. To the superficiasl observer the only ripple of
the surface wes the Missouri Question. It was indeed
a "distracting question" but its political significance
wes not seenog%g by men of foﬁ%ight. Monroe was elected
>practically unamimously. Idealists saw one great all-
embracing Republican Party. But where there is ohly
one party in free government the soil is fEx¥kxm fertile
for the growth of personal parties. They were sure to
spring up. In essence they were parasites feeding on the
0ld Republican Party. They were the immediate csuse of
its break-up into curious constituent elements, Their
growth wes checked during Monroe's first term because
it was understood that he was to have two terms. But
during the second the violent struggle for exéstence
began. The development of these personal parties during
the period from 1820 to 1824 insured thé formation of
two great parties on the principle of an Administration
and an opposition party, though it was long before the
definite characteristicz politicel principlea were adopted.
This as will be seen came largely through chance.
Monroe's cagrer was considered as closed. Clay
sald that there was not a man in the United States who
would posses less personal influence over Congress than
the President, despite the fact that his election had

been nearly unanimous,l Organization begen in earnest

l..Adams, Memoirs, V., 324



in the very first seesion undef Monroe's second
Administration. This Congress met on December 34,1821,
end on the twelfth ballot Philip Barbour wes chosen
Bpesgker of the House Dby a bare majority.l The election
of Barbour was really a ximiwry Crawford vietory.
Rarbour soon showed his partisan temper in his appoint-
ment of the House committees. He passed over both
Taylor and Rodney, two of his competitors for the
Spegkership, and gave the important places to Crawford
men.2 It is hardly necessary to take up the work of
this session in detasil. A few remarks as to its nature
eand purposes will suffice. It was one of the most
ineffective legislative bodies in the nations history.
Clay was replenishing his depleted exchequer in the
prectise at the bar in Kentuceky. His effective leadership
wes missed. Congress degenerated from e dignified
deliberative assmebly into a mere arena for personsal
partye conflicts. Crawford's party ruled through this
stormy session. It was little else than a struggle
between Crawford snd Calhoun.® Calhoun wes very bitter
because of the proceedings in both Houses of Congress

and especially against the Speaker, who, he thought,

l..Annals of Congress, 17th Cong. lst, session, 513,516-7
£§Egizm@§g : ugﬂ.;m"uEﬂyﬁxmximm@&xﬁxﬁx#xﬁﬁﬁﬁxﬁ%3%&%&%

5..See Adams Memoirs, V., 5l4.
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was in coslition with the Crewford snd Cley parties and
purposely eppointed unfriendly committees.l It wes at
this time that C™}houn and Crawford became such inveterate
enemies., This intense hatred manifested itself in various
cabinet discussions. Calhoun said tha$ there had never
been a men in the history of the country who had risen

so high of so corrupt & charascter and so slender & basis
of service.?

Hezekieh Niles made & trip to Washington in
Janurnary; 1822, and in describing the conditions of
affairs sidweme s&dd: "On arriving at Washington--- -—--

I was astonished to find such & buz sbout the person

wvho shoudd succeed Mr. Monroe, as Presidémt of the Untted
Stateg, especially when it occuﬁ?d to my recollection,
that he delivered his inaugurel address. ohly in March
last- and it seemed reslly to be fesred that the whole
legislation of this country, for the entire term of

the present Congress, at least, would hinge upon the
question, how it might effect-the election of a favorite
candidate.®

Outside of Congress partisan influences wers
af work. The firsg candidate tgt%ormally nominated

was Willian Lowndes of South Carolina. He was nominst&ad

le. Adams, MemoiTs;- V.,458, boo-Z.
2eeIbid.,497-8
3..Niles Register, XXI., 321.
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by a legislative cegucus, which many o f Calhoun's
partisens refused to attend, on December 18th, 1821,
bytggclose vote of 57 to 53. As soon &8s the news of
this sction reached Washington the friends of Calhoun
secured his consent to svow his cendidacy.l A few
members of Congress with an Irishmen named Rogers,

who edited & paper in eastern Pennsylvania, set Celhoun
up as & candidgte. From that time caballing began in
earnest. It secmed that a legislative caucus would
nominate Calhoun formally, but this wes prevented by
the friends of Crawford and Clay rising up ageinst him.Z2
Crawford's party carried on violent offensive warfars
against Celhoun. Various investigations were ordered
to be made in the War Dedprtgpent in order, if possible,
to bring to light some mismansgement. Other céndidates
were not asleep during this period. Various newspapers
were kept busy putting forth the pretensions of some
favorite candidate. By April 1822 it was estimated
thet some sixteen or seventeen candidaetes hasd entered
or been entered in the lists for the great presidentisl
race of 1824.3 ‘But the main fight was between Cramwford

and Cealhoun. The Richmond Enquirer was the mainspring

"

1..Turner, Rise of the New West,195.
2..Adams, Memoirs, VI.,b42-3,
B..Nile's Register, XXI., 124-5
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of Crawford's election in Virginis and indeed throughout
the Union.1 The orginaztion of Crewforad newspapers
throughout the whole country was very extensive. He haa
supporting him the“National Intelligencer, The National
Advoaate: the Boston Stttesman:‘thef§ort1an Argus: the
‘Democratic Press, the Weshington City Gazette, The watch-
wordsoffﬁ%awford recruiting service were Democracy,
Econony, snd Reform; Democracy wgs used agsinst Adams,
Economy ageinst A#mmsx Calhoun, and Reform agaisnt both,Z
The pressespf each of the two kept an incessant warfare.

Crawford had other troubles, He had from the first
pursued a course which, to say tﬁe leawt, was hardly one
of ecendor, considering the faet that he was part of the
Administretion. Monroe reslized this but he preferred
to pursue a course which would ==z not cause open rupture.
But Crawford had.become 80 bold thet by the spring of
1822 reports were common that Crewford's resignation
would be demanded.® And diring the summer an open breach
took place. Monroe in a letter to Crawford mede it
known that i8 was the duty of the cabinet officer to give
a determined poliey of the Executive cooperation and
support. Crawford in repdy denied that he hsd personally

opposed administration policies.4 But no better relations

l..Adems, Memoirs, VI.,50.
2..Ibid., 56

Se.Adams, Memoirs, VI, 56,61-3
4., See Ballatin, Wrttings) II., 241.
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obtained. And during the winter of 1824-5 they had s
quarrel after which they never met sgain. It became
therefore necesscry to have someone act as & medium

of communication between the Treasury Department and

the President thereafter.l Monroe thought that Crawford
should have separated himself from those who wefe meking
such vidlent sttacks upon him by some public act.2

But this Crawford would not do.

In the midst of the cebinet dissention snother
gladistor entered the arena. The nsme of Geneeal Jackson
wes submitted to the people of the Untied States for the
Presidency by the general éssembly of Tennessee on July,
20th, 1822.3  And & little later another one wes

formelly entered. The genersl assembly of Kentucky

on November 18th, 1822 formslly nominsted Clay.4 The
following year similar action wes taken by the legislature
of Illinois and Ohio in January and of Lounisisne in March.d
In the fall elections of 1822 in Kentucky the candidates
opposed to the administration were everywhere elected,
Clay being one of thém,®

The second session of the seventh Congress did

little worthy of a Congress of the United States. Politims

dominated as it had done in the first session. Some

l..Turner, Rise of the New West, 197

2..Adams, Memoirs, VII., 80-1

3..Monroe, writings, Vii,,82;Adams, Memoirs, VI.,485-6
4..Nikes Register, XXIX.,402.

b . .Ibidt " XXIII . ,245.

6..Ibid.,305;XXIV., 82.



attention was given to the subjects of tarrif and

internal improvements. Such will be discussad later,
The first session of the eighteenth Congress

met on December 1st., 1823. It was fer shesd of the

Congress before it. Clay was presented 'and was elected

Speaker over Barbour, the only who had the temerity

to offer himself, without an effort.l (Clay wes now

ore

somewhgg in tume with the Executive then he hsd been

A
before. The South Americen Republics hed now been
recognized, the Floride treaty settledyand the Monroe
Doctrine enuncisted. In faet the old diééentions regerding
foreign policies hed diseppezred and Clay now took the
lead in urging domestic reforms, internal improvments
under national euspices and tariff for the protection
fzxxthex of manufsctures. But before entering into
& discussion of the work of thés seesion it will be well
to meke a brief survey of the tariff situation from 1816
to 1824. The vote on the various provisions of the bill
of 1816 had shown that the south in generel was opposed
to protedtion, and this to a certsain degree w as true
of New England, while the Middle States-, New York,

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, end Ohio favored protedtion.?

"The vote on the tariff ball of 1818 revealed mugh the
seme division. It passed the House by a vote of 80to §9.°

1l..Benton, Abridgment of Debeates, vii., 592.
2+.3tanwood, Americen Tariff Controversies, I., 148,160.
S..01le’'s Register, XXIII., 3241.
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New Englend gave 19 votes for end 14 agsimst; the four
Middle States-New York, New Jersey, Deleware, and Penn-
sylvenias-gave 55 for and 1 ageinst; the Noethwest in-
eluding Kentucky, 12 for to 3 against; the Sohith 4 for
send 50 ageinst. The motive of protection wes back of the
bill and opposition to protection was the motive which
leed the Sotth in génmersl to oppose the bill.l After
1818 the movement in favor of & more genefal and thor-
ough protective tariff set in, and at the same time
popular agitaetion in opposition to an incresse began.z

In Becembe?ﬂl.new House of Representatives,
strongly protective, assembled. Separate committédes on
Bormerce and Manufsctures were crected gnd C lay =xd=m
mede up the Committee of Manufactures exelusively from
friends of proteetion.® The protective bill came
before the committee of the Whole for discussion on
April 21st ,after the protentious Missouri question
had teken up most of the time of the session. It ceame
to & vote on the 28th,. and was then ordered to & third
reading by & vote of 90 to 69. It passed finally by s
vote of 91 to 78.% The expression shown by the different
sections in the vote im neerly the same as in 1818. The

Senate rejected the bill May 4th)‘ by a vote of 22 to 21l.

l..S5tanwood, Americen Tariff Controversies, I., 176.
£..Ibid.,178.

3..1bid,,180.

4.,.Annels of Congress, 36, 2155-2156.
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The vote shows that the geographical position was slmost
ifientical with thet of the House. New England gave 6
for and 4 against; the Middle States 8 for and none
against; the South 3 for and 16 sgainst; the West 4 for
end 2 against;l The constitutional objeetion to the
protection of menfactures was mede for the first time,
but only by one spegker and then only to a slight degrea.z
The protectionist sentiment during the session of
1821-22 waes weaek. Clay was absent. Barbour was elected
Speeker, and as he was opposed to protection he con-
stituted the Cormittee on Manfactures with & majofity

egainst tariff 1egislation.5

Nothing of importance was
done. At the following session Tod of Pennsylvanisa

beceme cheirman of the Committee Just mentioned. He,

on January 9, 1823, reported a bill "for the more effectusl
encouragement and protection of certain domestic man- '
ufactures".4 He succeeded in getting the bill considered
for several days late in the session in the Committee

of the Whole. He was unsble to bring it to & vote in the
House. But it is of some importance in showing the
increased opposition on the ground of constitutionelity.
Constitutional objections weré made to the bill several (first time

/ihergnts to the bill said such objections were made for the
times./\This was largely true, for it was the first time.

l..5tenwood, American Tariff Controverwsies, I., 193.
2..Ibid., 190
3..Ibid.,197.

4..Annals of Congress, 40, 544-7



thet =cuh objections had been made to any consuderable
extent.l Niles saidi%his debate; "™ Sinece the NMissouri
question, no matter had been so warmly dedsted as
the principle of thés bill."Z2

At the session of 1823-4 Tod wes agfein 6hairmen
of the Committee OB tkm Manufsctures, On Jaaxunery9th, 1824
he rExxt¥fx repotrted & protective bill. A shapp debate
which lasted £or six weeks began on February 19th.5
Clay led the protectionist forces and it may be ssaid
that the whole object in the mind Bf the friends of the
bill was to secure ﬁESXprotectionfgﬁ ths-manufactur&&ﬁ
Clay besed his argument”%gﬁgg%gial distresses of
the country, which he sttributed to the loss of foreign
nerketg for sgricultwirsal products. 'He would have this
remedied by building up & home market by mesns of
foxtering manufactures. He called such protection the
"Americen Sysbtemi® Webster on the other side was
perhaps the strongest. He represented commercial New
England, es yet in favor of free trade. He made & classiceal
expression of the argument forrfree trade, ridiculed
Clay's discovery of en "Americen System", and denied
the existence of gmmxs¥ general depression.® The Planting
and commercial States made a formidable tpposition to the
1. Anpnals:of- Gonwrass 40 ,759-62,783~6 803—P ,1—4J985~6.
2..Nile's Register, XXIII., 569. ’

%..Benton, Abridgenmht of Debates, VII.,666.

4..Stanwood American Tariff ContmOV“IblPs I.,203
5. .Benten Abrldgment of Debates,VII.,707-13.
6.. E;{'bld. ,?13 ?18
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bill. The constitutional objection was again urged
egainst the bill, notebly by Barbour of Virginkas snd
Hamilton of South Caroline. This shows the constantly
growing sonstituional resction that was taking place in
the South end which to the great extent was to détermine
the linéfileavage respecting the more specific issue

of the bank, internhl improvements and the tamriff.

The bill passed the House on April d6th,, by the close vote
of 105 to 102.1 An enslysis of the vote shows that

New Englend wes yet diivided giwng 15 votes for and 23
against the system of protection provided for by the bill;
that the Middle States were stronger for, giving 57 for
end 9 against; thet the South wes strongly esgeinst proteetion
giving only # for the bill to 56 egainst; that the
Northwest including Kentucky wes stréngly for the system,
giving 29 for the bill and fome against; that the South-
west was of the same opinion tggt the South proper;
giving only two for the bill and 14 agasinst. In generzal
the vote shows the process of a northern section in
Union with the Ohio Valley forming against the S outh.
There wes a loss of support in thezm=m €astern States.
Meine, Massachussetts, and New Hampshire in 1818 gave

geve 8 out to 21 for the tariff, but in 1820 gave only
three out of 25. New York had given none against the

Sk 3k o sk

l..Annals of Congress, 42, 2429.
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tariff bill of 1818 but now gave 8 out of 34 against.
The South gave 3 votes for on each occassion, excluding
Maryland. The West had saved the bill of 1824, by
supporting it unanimously.l

Of no less inpostence were the proceedings re-
garding internal improvements. A brief sarvey will be
of value. The nationsl road by 1818 had been construeted
from Cumberlard to Wheeling. Ifi 1822 a bill was passed
euthorizing the Presdédent to cause toll houses, gsates,
and turnpikes to be erected on the road, and to appoint
toll gathere having poweré to enforce the collection of
tolls to be used preservation of the road. The bill
passed the House by & vote of 87 to 68,% the Senate
by & vote of 29 to 7.2 The West was almost a unit
for the bill. Monroe vetoed the meemure on the gpound
that it implied the power to execute a complete system
of internsl improvement with the right of Jjurisdiction
and sovereignty. Congress, he sasid, does not posses
the power.4 -iiis With this vett he sent an eleborate
disquisition, being the expression of his mmpitaix Views
on Internel 1mprovements.5 He denied that the generel
government had the right of jurisdiction snd soveTignty,

but &8 asserted thet Congress might appropriate money

l.. Nile's Register, 26, 113-4.
€..Annels of Congress, 39, 444.
8..1bid., 38,x%sdx 1734.
4..Ibid.,39,1803-5.
5..Ib1d.,1809-63.
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for internel inmprovements. The bill was reconsidered,
but wes rejected by & vote of 68 to B2.. Two-thirds
would have been necessery to secure its passage. Congress
et the following session in accordsnce with the President's
views passed and act appropriating $25,000 for the repsair
of the Cumberland HRoad and thiéfggproved by the President
on February 28th, . 1823.'8 The Bild hed passed the Senate
by & vote of 26 to 9,3 had been ordered to & third reading
in the House by a vote of 89 to 66,4_ and had passed the
House by a vote of 75 to 45.%5 Three deys after the
President hed signed the b1ill he signed another providing
for the improvement of harbors .5

In Jenuary 1824 the Houée began to consider &
bill esuthorizing the Pregident to cause the necessery
surveysa, plans, and estimaetes of the toutes of such
ragds and canals as he might deem of national importance
in a commercial or military way, or necessary for the
transportation of public meil. Clay did his best to
commit Congress to the exercise of the power of the
construetion of interstatse roads mme& and cansls, which

28 built at &ll rust be by the nation. He enumerated
what had been done by the Atlantic States. But, Ze send,
"llot one stehe has yet been broken, not one

1.Annéls, of, Congress, 40, 1347-8.

2..Ibid,, 39.,1874-5

S..Ibid,, 40.,95

4.,Ibid.,1074.

5..Lbid,1078. 6.U.S.8&tutes at Large,ITI.,780.
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of earth removed, in any western stete." He plesded

for internal improvements for the West, "that highly
embarrassed and highly distressed portion of the country."l
Clay voiced the sentiments of & united west. The South
was divided. Randolph opposed the measure with hds
characteristic recklessness. He declared "thet ftkimx
shoﬁld this bill pass, one more measure only requires

to be consuﬁ?ted; and then we, who‘belong th that un-
fortunate portion of this confederacy which is south of
Meson end Dix#nks line, and east of the Alleghany
mountains, have to meke up our minds to perish like so
meny mice in & receiver of mephitic gas."? MeDuffye,

of Sowth Carolinea on the other hand?w the bill,
spegking earnestly in support of a libeial construction
of the constitution. The bill passed the House by & vote
of 185 to 86.° New Englend gave 12 votes in fgvor

of the measdre and 26 against; the Middle States 37 to

36 against; the South 23 for to 34 against; the West 43
for to none sgainst. The opposition was chiefly

centered in New England, New Yorky Virginia, North ehéd
South Carolinas. DPennsylvanis and the Potomac valley
ected with the the =molaéd west, including the southwestern
slave states in support of the measure.4 The bill passed

1..ma:m Annals of Congress,41,1038-35.

1ZEW Annals of Congesss, 41, 1310.
3..Benton Abridgment of Debates, VII.,665.

4.,.5ee Turner Rise of the New West 255,
511tnna1s—e£—Gongresn1—4&—5?e’}.
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the Senate on April 24th by & vote of 24 to 18.1 The
sectioﬁfsupported was about the seme, except that New
Englend was slmost solidly agéinst the measure. On the
30th the bill was signed by the fresident.® Internsl
improvements had by this time become so popular that
Monroe it seemed,was yielding and beginnigg to folew

the line of least resdistsnce. The vote &s given @oes
not show the real sentiment in favor of sueh improvement.
New York, for IﬁEgggﬁgf'was opposed to certain messuyres
proposed in Congress merely becsiise she feared +that such
night injure the improvements she was carrying on through
State asction. The object of the sprvey bill was con-
sidered to have for its object the laying of a solid found-
ation for the impromementg of the country by the aid

and direct action of the genremal govetnnnﬁt.3 The

faet that the President gave his assent to such a measure
would seem that he was yielding to the popular clsmor.
Adams a few yéarxs later wrote that the combination by

neans of Calhoun and Lowndes for internal improvements

became so strong that "it overpowered the resistance of

Mr Monroe snd produced the act of Congress of April, 1824% 4

Whileﬁeongressﬁwas doiyg all of this work is

Tz

l..Annals of Congress, 41, 570-1
2..Ibi0. 3217,

 8.,Nile's Register, XL., 209.

4, .Adems, Memoirs, VIII., 233.
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i# not comparable with the one before it, nevertheless
along with the working out of great national polidies
went clandestine plotting. Clay, Crawford, Calhoun,
Jackson, and Adams were 2ll in Washingtén., It was at
this time that the caucus issuve culminated and the
death blow was dealt to "King Caucus". At a meeting of
the Republicans members of both branches of the legislature
of New York held in Albany on April 2&!@.1823 , it hhd
been resolved that "the republican members of Congress”
should elect a candidate for presidency, "a sound
democratic republicen in prineiple and practise.“l
The caucus at once became & great issue and was vigorously
debated through the press.2 Crawford's forces dominated
Congress to a large extent, although they constituted
only & plurality, and hence they were strongly for a
caucus., Opponents of the ceucus contended vehemently
that if & caucus were held that it would not be mExmaxty
for party political purposes as formerly, but for some
particular person.ﬁ Although Crawford was prostrated by
a stroke of paralysis in September 1823 he was never-
theless the steongest candidate so far &s support in
Congress was concerned. S50 the other candidates united
to defeat the caucus. But the Georgian's supposters,

knowing that the only thing that could dring a vietoyy

l..Niles Register, XXIV,, 135-6;XXV.,17.
2..Ibid., XIV.,6404.
3..Ibid.,XXV.,3.
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to him was striet party unity, held a caucus on FebRuary lith,

1824. Only 66 of the 216 Bepublicans attended. That
thesé were practically all Crawford men is shown by the
feet that he was nominsted by this caucus with only
four daéssenting votes.l

The campaign went on through the year constantly
inereasing in excitement. The issuews were not definitely

drawn though it is not cecorreet to say that bhere were no
icsues., On HMearch Bth},1824, e meeting of-the members

of the legislature of Virginia favorebge to Clay was
held and an address issued to the people of Virginia.2

It stated that while a large majority of the members

of the legislature favored Crawford, they favored Clay.
"Two measures only," it stated, "of all his phliticsl
life, have efer been objected to in Virginai,-his support
of the bill gor internal improvement, and that for the
inerease of teriff."” But it was declared that his
competitors were subjeet to the same objections. Clay
realized that his advocecy of these two measures had
injured him in Virginia, but he thought such discrimination
was unjust when other candidates had supported the mame
doetrines.® In May 1824 he seid that if his efforts in
behalf of the tariff had injured him in Virginida they
hed benefited him in other quarters.4 His pletform was

1. .dbddidweyts: Niles's Reg 1st~r XXV., 388-393,
2..11%%}{56@#@%#4@3;%%57 Tbid. ¥ RAVE, 483,
3..Clay, Life and Works, IV.,78-83,
4..Ib1d.,IV,,93:"



tersely stated in the words of & toast given at a publiec
dinner in Lexington Kentucky on June 1M 1824. "Henry
Clay-Our friend and guest;sgriculture,domestic menufactures,
internal improvements, and struggf%ggfgﬁaim hiﬁf?ieir
foremost champion.i. Clay later sawl;hat he had been
deluded in his hope that his support of the tariff
would win him suppost in guarters where such was naturally
more popular than in Virgin;&. And in September he
wrote: "It is a little remarkeble thet my support of the
tariff has excited sgeinst me in the South, & degree of
opposition which is by no means counterbalanced by any
espousgl of my ceuse in Pennsylvanie and other quarters
where the teriff wes so much destred.=
This was vecause Jackson %&mavorite
in Pennsylvanie and elsewhere. It seemed to the people
that Jackson was & mere passive observer of the movement
for meking him President. Ever since his return from
Florida Territory, where he had been gowernor, the populat
currnet had been running towardshim. His'managers were
hard at work, They secured the use of the Columbis
Cbserver of Philedelphis which was edited by Stephen
Simpson. Crawford was thought to be Jsckson's most
formidable rival. So Meajor John H. Eaton, Jackson's
colleague in the Segate, and William B. Lewis of

Nashville, his most confidential friends, directed =

l..Nile's Register, XXVI.,f 326
20 .I_'bid.,XXVII. ,61'2.
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great fight for Jackson, "the peoplée's candidate", and again:=t

Crawford whom they represented as "the Giant of Intrigue".
Calhoun's friends were conciliated.l Of course the idea

was to get Calhoun to wikhdraw from the presidential race

and become the Jackson candidate for the Vice—Piesidency. Now
Calhoun had been very popular in Pennsylvania precisely because.
of his advocacy-of a protective.tariff and internal improvements,
At Carlisle a resolution was offered expressing preference for
Calhoun for President. But this was amended by striking out

tiie name of Calhoun and substituting that of Jackson, and in
the amended form the motion ‘carried by acclamation. A short
time after this meeting, on February 18th, 1824, at a large
Democratic meeting held in Philadelphia for the purpose od
selecting delegates to the State Convention to be held in

"arch, George M. Dallas,“the well known friend of Mr. Calhoun;
rogae and said that in deference to fhmxwikkes what seemed

to be the prefe rence of the people;of'ﬁennsylvania he with-

drew the nameé of John C, Calhbun as a candidate for the Presi-
dency, and kextkem prcposed the name of Andrew Jackson for
President and Mr. Calljoun for Vice-President, and that

‘these nominations be recomiended to the State Conventien“. The
proposition car-ied withcut oprosition, and the State Convention
carriedfout the program, though there was some oprosition to

Calhoun.2

1. Sargent,Public Men and Events,I.,56.
3. Ibid.,41-3; Adams,Memoirs,VI.,350.
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The "Radicals" as the Crawford men were called,were

incensed, They called a Conventicn which met at Harrisburg on
the 9th day of August, 1834, repudiated the nomination of Jack-
son, and resolved to adhere to"the true Democratic candidate,
Mr. Crawford".l Gallatin had Pecn nominated on the Crawford
ticket. It was thus hoped that Pennsylvania, Gallatin's State,
would support Crawford. But Gallatin found Pennsylvania
"Jackson mad"™. He accordingly wothdres from the race because,
as he wrote to Van Buren, Crawford's manager, his name "was
injurious to the Republican electoral ticket in some quarters,
and that xy withdrawal would facilitate a plan which you (Van
Buren) had in view of substituting another candidate".? Tﬁisx:
cther candidate to which he referred wésrnne other than Clay;
Van Buren, the "Little Magician", wae using his wand in an effoet
to defeat the "people's man®., To do this he was trying to

get Clay to become the Crawford candidate for the Vice-Presi-
dency. The deéires‘of the Crawfcrd forces‘were conveged to
Clay in September 1834. But Clay fiimly declined the pro-
ferred invitation. He refused to withdraw fromthe race fbr
first place in order to become éeccnd on the Crawfcrd ticket.?
Clay knew very we2l that such was merely é bid fcr Western
suprort. He had written in February of that eventful year

that Crawford's friéﬁds woﬁld make an effort to keep him out
of the House in thé'hoﬁe'fhat hie Western friends would

take Crawford if they could not get him. % But Clay said;:

l.8argent ,Public Men and Events,I.,41-3; ;Adams ,Meroirs,VI.,h 250,
2. Gallatln,ertlngs 312978,
&.Clay, Life and Worke »IV,,100-3.
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"Thgy will vote for nc mon residing in a slave State but

ng, and they vote for me because of other ard chiefly local
comsiderations, cutweighing the slave objeotions".l

Clay's platform, it had been seen, was definite.
Jackson's military renown counted for much, though as yet he
did no$ have the vast nurber of akmx blind followers that
helhad a few years afterwards. His views on the irportant
question of the tariff were made rublic in 2 letter to Dr.
S.H. Coleman of North Carou.na.8 This letter had an important
influence on the election. It was dated Washington, April
86th, 1824, Jackson being in the Senate at the time. He declared
himself in faver cof a judioious tariff, an "adequate and fair"
ptotective tariff. Fackson was suprosed to be in favoer of
internal improvements. He‘had voted for such measures on
varicus occasions in Ccngreés. Where the tariff and internal
improv ments were popular it was an easy matter %o show that
Jackson was a supporter of ‘then- ds well as Clay. But in
sections wvhere such were unpopular it was also an easy matter
to keep silent regardi g them, or to interpret a "judicious
tariff" as’'meaning a tariff far less protective than the act
of 1824, Jackson alsc gainsed greatly thrcugh the p@Gblication
of the“Monrbe letters?. Thees were letters that Jackson had
sert tc Monroe several years béfore and Monroe's ansuers thereto
They were published and did much to win Federal votés, for in
them Jackson had adviéed Monroe to aproint Federaliét to

office and to exterminate that"monster" called party spirit.3

¥ Cl“y,Llfe and Works,IV, ,85-7,
8.l'"iles's Rc*1 ter AXVI 4&,8 rrent PLbllC Men and Tvents,I
3:f4rzent,Public Men and’Tvents.T. .24-5.
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Crawford had supported measures of a national character,but

h¢ did not -ake his views known publioiy at this time. He

was relying upon superior organization and the surport of the

South. He morc neatly rerresented tﬂe Constitutional views

of the Scuth than any of tle¢ other candidates. He was the

choice of Jeffs:scn.l |
-The man who was tc be the successful rival was all

this time taking but little part in the active fight. He was,

as he séid, "attached to no party“,z But Ne. England had come

to think that he was the best candidate., In January 18233 at

a meetin of"most c¢f the members" of the legislature of Maine

it was deklared that the State was not for Crawford as had been

intimated andthat none were better qualified for the Presi-

dency than J.Q.Adams; but it was thought to be inexpedient

to nom rate a man so early in the campaign.3 During

the same month the 1égislature of Massachasetts resolved that

Adams was especi 1lly fmtted for the Presidency.é'Rufus King,

the old Federal leadecr, after a long period of thought decided

to give his suppcrt to Adams.> Adams was formally nominated

by Bhe sevefangzﬁeEngland legislatures early in 1824.5 Aftee

it seemed that Crawford was nro longer a feormidable rival

the Jackson managers made an effort to win his friendes and

directed théir batteries against Adams. Lewis wrote to Simpson:

"Crawford's friends cannot believe that he stands any chance of

success. I have no doubt they feel pretty sore. 0il cught to

Jefferson,Works, X.,333-4. 6. Stanwood, History of
Adems, Memdirs,¥I., 136. the Presidency,137.
Niles's Register,YXIII.,Saa,

Ibid. 6 342-3.

King,Life and Correspondence,VI.,501.

et o
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be pcured into their wounds by the friends of Jackson. With

the States th&t surrcst him we may bid defiance to the Yankee

nation“,l in other words to Adams.

4. Sargent,Public Men and Fvents,I.,60.



(89)
CHAPTER V. THE BIRTH OF THE NEW PARTY. 1835.

Congress assembled on December 6th,71884. The popular
election had taken place and it was known that there would be no
choice in the Electoral College. It was known furthermore that
Clay would not be returned to the House and that the dilsagreeable
dlstlncthn of choosing from his rivals would devolve upon him.
Glay for a long time had/ﬁsg‘mind made up to vote for Adams in
case he should be the lewest of the four contestants% On January
24th, 1825, Clay and a majority of the Ohio and Kentucky deleg-
atione openly aveowed their determination %o véte for Adams. Adams
said that "this immediately produged an approximatien of the Cal-
houn, Crawford, and Jacksog‘partisans, and will effectually knit
the coalitioen of the Sdﬁth with Pennsylvania? " On January 38th
there appeﬁgedmin the"Columbingbserver"of Philadelphié the fam-
cus Kremeﬁﬁcard aeserting that overtures had been madeby the
friends of Adams to the frienéu_of Clay, offering him the appoini-
ment of Secretary of State in return for his ald in electing A—
dams® On February 3d Clay rose from his place in the House and

an -article
said that there had appeared/tnat morning in the"National Inteli-
igencer'under the name, and he presumed the'authmrity, of the
gentleman from Pennsylvamia(Kremer) containing kk® serious im-
plications.the truth of which the author avowed himself ready to
substantiate. Clay expressed his anxious Hope that an investig-
atien would be made into the truth of the charges Dby the House in

order that if guilty, punishment might be applied, and if innoc-

ent tnat then his conduct and character might be vindicated. A
1. Niles's Register, XXXII, 375-6; Benton, Thirty Years View.
g. Adams, Memoirs, VI., 478.
. Niles's Regi
gister, XXVII, 353, Stanwocd,History of the
Presidency,138.
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debate ensued as te¢ whether Clay's address should be entered in
the Journal. It was finally decided that it should. The prop-
osition of Mr. Forsyth that the whele matter should be referred
to a committeé was postponed%

Clay's opponents for the most part took ground a-
gainst the investigation, while his friends favored it. Oppon-
ents said that the charge, as stated, was little else than a
vague rumor, and did not charge upen the Speaker any act dis

Yectly criminal. But they knew very well that if the charge were
not proved untrue that it would ve a most effective campaign
weapon 10 use against Adams and Clay. They contended furtiher
tnat no charge was made agahnst any portion of the House, that
the House was called upon 10 punish a libel allieged te have been
uttered against a member of the House, and to "prepare the law,
.judge the facts, and inflict the punishment, by the same act?

- They opposed such investigation further on tihe gfound that dur-
‘ing the heat of a Presidential campaign was ne time to'make such
an investigation, and that such investigation 1if made could iead
to"no constitutional act" on the part of the Louse. But as was
pointed out in the debate the oppenents of Clay were against such
an investigatien because they knew that no such corruptien ex-
isted. An investigation would vindicate Clay probably and so de-
prive them of valuable campaign material, the "corrupt bargain"
¢ry. Friends of Glay said that the charge was direct and urged an

investigation that the guilty mignt be punished and the innocent
1. Register of Debates, 18th Cong., 2nd Bess., 440-4.




%)
be acquitted. In the end the House voted to refer the communic-
ationm made by the Speaker to a select committee by a vote of
135 to 69. The vote shows very clearly that the line was be-
gilnning to be drawn between those who had formerly belonged to
one party. And 1t was the separation of the friends of Adams and
Clay from those of Jackson and those who were-to pbecome a part
of nis party:r "It was the beginning or new parties, not yet fully
developed, but to become as inveterately hostile to each other,
in time, as the 0ld Federal and Republican parties ever were‘.‘3
Unfortunétely the committee wds not very friendly to Ciay and
nothing was settled. The whole matter was left open, in fact in
such a shape that whether true or not the "corrupt bargain" cry
was destined to operate as a powerful force in cementing the
Acams and Clay men together, and as a most effective slogan to Dpe
used by their heterogenous adversaries. |
On February vth, 1825 it was announced by Gailizard,
President of the Senate, that neo person had received a-majority
of the electoral votes cast for President, and that the three
who naa received the highest vote were Jackson, Adams and Craw-
ford. On that day the election by the House 1n the presence of
the Senate, took place. Even with Clay's support it was not cer-
tainly known that Adams would pe elected. It was not known how |
New York would vote, some of her Representatives being in favor
of Adams, some in favor of Crawford, and others in faver of Jack-
scn, Louisiana was alse divided. Maine, New Hampshire,
L Reglater of Debdtésg, 18th B6gE 7y - Bd SeBR. p863-48&5:, ., -1,

-Sarpent, Public len and hvents .. TX274.
2 _Sargent, Public Men and Tvents,I.,?i
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Massachusetts, Vermont and Connecticut were called and each
cast their vote for Adams. Finally New York was called. All
eyes were centered upon her. To the surprise of nearly all she
cast her vote for Adamsl His election was now assured for it
was known that Louisiana would fellow and thus effect the elect-
ion. The reason for this unexpected result is explained by a
political plot. The clever Van Buren had got many Crawford men
of various 8tates to agree to unite with the Crawford men of
New York and vote for Adams on the second ballet. This it was
known would elect Adamse by a large majority. The result it was
thought would be attributed te Van Buren and Crawford and con-
sequently they could come in and claim favors of the new Admin-
istration. But this iittle plot was discovered and made known 1o
General Stephen Van Rensselaer, of Albany, and Parmenio Adams, of
Batavia, both pelitically antagonisgtic to Van Buren. So these
two gentiemen veted for Adams on the first ballet and elected him?
If this account as relatéd by Nathan Sargent is true, and he has
given valuable corroborative proof of its authentieity, if Adams
had failed to be elected on first ballet and had been elected on
second ballotk through the efforts of the c@nning Van Buren, one
can scarcely conjecture what would have been the result on later
history. The Crawford-Van Buren party, instead of being hostilie
to the Adams Administréti@n ff@m the start, would, in a way, nave
veen friendly to it. Jacksen might have been dqprived of the |
etficient manager of his later campaigns. 1% is not at all
l. Adams, Memoirs, VI., 501.

2. Sargent, Public Men and Events, I., 76-8.
Register of Uebates, 18tn Cong., znd Sess., 537.
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probable, however, that he would have remained on friendiy
terms with the Administration for a very long peried, for
Adams was not disposed to reward his friends by the conier-
ment of political offices.

wention ought to be made of another similar action
tnat pwovbably would hawe ﬁad a more profound inrluence than
this had it happened. Clay had been kept out oif the House 1%
might be said by mere chancel Had Cliay been returned to the
House instead of Crawiord, or had only Adams and Jackson been
returned, which would have been the case had ali those 1instruct-
ed for Ciay voted for him, it is probable that the development
of parties would have been quite different than what it was.

At all events such was not so. Adams was elected by
the aid of Clay. And as had been said would be the ease Clay
was chosen Secretary of State. And thus was proved in the minds
0of those who could not or would not discriminagg between th%t
which merely follows and that which is really/rezultant o;/e?i
fect of a cause, the truth of a corrupt bargain. Thus were the
Clay and Adams factions united. Thus it may be said a new party
was formed, soon to be called the Clay and Adams or Administ-

ration party, then the National Republicans, and finally the

Whig Party.
1. Stanwood, Hostory of the Presidency, 133-4.
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CHAPTER VI,

URGANIZATION AS A DEFENSIVE PERYY. 1825-1839.

The new party was not consciously brought into beimg. Adams was
wholly unconscious of its birth. But the fact that it hafyno
conscious existence as an organizatien in 18235 does net show
that it was not a reality. The fierce invective heaped upon
Adams and Clay and their supporters created a commom bond of
sympathy. It was only natural that constant attacks should make
them feel that they were really a party, although as late as
1838 both factions were claiming to belong to the Republican
party. Te adapt themselves to an onslaught of virulent attacks
a certain amount of organization developed. They in fact organizdi
as a defensiy¥e party.

11 the new party was porn in 18235, unconscious
though the process may have been, even so was the first platform
of the new party unconsciously enunciated in Adams's inaugural
address and his first message 1o Congress. Adams said 1n his

naangurall

that from the time of our peace with Great Britaan

in 1815 the old "baneful weed of party strife was uprooted®™ and
that since then there had been no "continued combinatien of
parties? He outlined the course pursued by his predecessor and
concluded this survey by saying; "In this brief outline of the

promise and performance of my immediate predecesser the line of
duty fer his successor is clearly delineated. To pursue to their

consummation those purposes of improvement in our commoen con-

dition instituted or recommended by him will embrace the whole
1. Richardson, Messages and Papers, II., 3S6-9.
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sphere of my obligations"™. iHe tnen alluded to tue topic of
internal improvements and asserted that at the time of the con-
struction of tue first national road about twenty years before
there had been no doubt as to the authérity for its cen-
struction. He expressed the hope that all "constitutional ob-

jectionw would belultimately removed! While Adams here said

that he intended to pursue the policy of his predecessor he
nevertheless made clear that he favéred a far more liberal
construction of the Constitutien than Monroe. senten saild that
his address "furnished a topic against Mr¢ Adams and went %o
the reconstruction of parties on the old line of strict, or
latitudinous construction of the Constitution. It was the top-
ic of internal improvement by the federal government,--—--- The
declaration of primciples whlqn weuld give so much power to the
gbvernment and the danger of which had just been so fully set
forth by Mr. Monree in his veto message on the Cumberland read
bill, alarmed the old Republicans, and gave a new ground of
opposition tvo Mr. adams's Administration, in addition to the
strong one growing out of the election in the House of Repres-
entatives!:

pefore taking up the message to Congress it is first
necessary to notice briefly other events follwwing clesely the
inauguration. Systematic opposition to the Administration was
foreshadowed vy the vete in tne Senate March 7th, 1835 on dlay's

confirmation, Though the nomination was confirmed by the vote
1. psenton, Thirty Years View., I., 54.
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of 37 to 1& nevertheless such a strong negative vote menifested
a hostility or at least resentment towards Clay and Adams. The
vote foretold the effective reunien of Pennsylvania with the
Souta, for botn of her Senators voted with those of the South
against the confirmatien. Of the eighteen votes fmpmftthe nine
Wessern States only five, two from Tennessee, Jacksen being one,
two from Mississippi,and one frem Illinois, veoted against Clay.l
In short it may be said that the vete foretold the rise of tiae
triumphagt self-conscioﬁs democracy which, for so leng a time,
was. to0 know no definite distinctive principles, except that it
had ceme into its own. The basis of this democracy was to be
social, and not te be explained by a sectienal economic survey.
Congress convened December 5th, 1835. The Administratiem
candidate for Speaker was elected en the secénd ballet by the
narrow margin of five veteg over nis @ppenents? Caay, whose
hopes for the Administration had pbeen very sanguine, thought that
such did not represent the real attidude iowards the Aaminist-
ratien, out that Tayler, the Speaker, was eppeosed for personal
reasons® Thig may have peen true to a limited extent. but it
soan became evident that such showed vefy clearly the real feel-
ing towards the Administratien. Just at this time Adams gave the
oppesition ground for attack by sending hid message to Congress.
Adams in writing his message was bent on taking extreme ground.
He even went further than Clay was willing to go, Clay doubting
not the pewer of Congress to do the things rec@mmé@ded vut op-
‘posing anytaing that would be mnlikely 1o succeed’ In regard 1o
1. Niles's Regisber, XXVIilil., 17.
2. Adams, Mgmgira, ¥i%. oY

3. Idem.,  1~3.
4. Ibida’ 61:,’331
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Adams's extreme positien on internal improvements Williiam

Wirt sald ne thougui tnat Congress had the power, but he warnea
Adams that his statements were exceedingly bpold and that such
an expression would give the oppositien party in Virginia a hold
and enable them to represent the Administration as "grasping

for pawer?l A Senator from South Carolina wanted Adams to say
something conciliatory to the Soutn and t0 calm tneir inquiet-
ude concerning their slaves in order tnat the friends of the
Administration might be sustained in their opposition teo the

? But Adams modified hie plans but 1ittlez

rising Calhoun party
He stated d@n his message that the United States nad been in-
vited to the Panama Congress. "Tile invitatien", he continued,
"has been accepted, and Ministers on tne part of the United
States wili pe commissiened to attend at those deliberationsi®
This proved to be a firebrand wnich started tne real conflig—
ration. He taid particular empnasis en the subject eof internal
lmprovements. He resommended a University, aid for exploratvicns,
and Ier scientific researcnes, and the erectien of an astron-
emical onservaﬁpry% e said furtner tnat i1d "after full and
solemBR deliperation upon ali or any of the subjects which,
urged by an irrestible sense of my own duty, I have recommenaed
to your attentien snoulid you come to the conclusion that, how-
ever desirable in themselves, ther enactment of laws effecting

them would transcend the powers committed te you by that ven-

erable instrument which we are all proud to support, let no

conskderatlon induce you to assume the exercise of powers not
1. Adams, Vemojirs,.VII.,B4. :

8. lbdd.;, 57,

3. Richardson, liessages and Papers, II., 303.

4. Ibid.,306-14.
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granted to you by the peoplei‘l He had again made it clear that
his own opinion was that he thought Congress had the power. iHe
had at the same time, it is true, freely granted the right of a
different view to Congreee. Sut politeness was to make no diff-
erence in the war methods used by the opposition. Lenton sald
that tne new ground of oppesition regarding thne construction of
tne Constvitution whicih had arlseﬂ from tne i1naugural was
"strengthened at tue delivery of tue first annual message, in
whicn the topic of uwnternal improvements was again largely en-
forced, otner sucvjects recommended which would require a lib-
eral use of constructive powers, and Congress informed that the
President had accepted an invitation from the American States
ef Spanisn oraghn, to send Ministers w0 their proposed Congress
on the Isthmus of Panama!®

On December 23d,1835, Jesser 5. 1homas, Senator from
Illdnois, told Adams that he had been asked to join a party of
formal oppoesition to the Administration? Very early in the sess-
ion the work of organizing the opposition party began. There were
some wuo were possessed witn fear, but for the most part the op—~
poesition was for political reasons. Their end was to put down
the Administration irrespective of its merits and to unite on
Jackson as their head® On December 16th 1835, Hamilton of South
Carolina offered a resolution calling for pupers concerning the
Panama Ccngress? and on January 30th, 1826, Metcalfe of Kentucky
offered a similar resoiution® On tne 3lst devate pegan. it
1. hichardson, Hessages and Papers, II.,315.

3. Benten, Thirty Years View, I., 54.
3. Adams, Memelirs, VII., S1-3.
4, Ibid., 103-4.

5. Congressional Debates, Il., Part I., 818.
8. lbid., Part il., 1lu2.
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showed very élearly the rormatioen of an opposition% Adams, 1n

speaking of the debate of this day, said it was "the first
subject upon which a great effort had been mafle in both Houses
To combine the diecordant elements of the Crawford and Jackson
and Calhoun men into a united opposition against the Adminis-
trationﬁa After a weeck's debate the resclution in an amended
form passed by a vote of 135 to 40? The vote itself 1s not
significant. An amendmentbffered by Hamiiton was amended on
motivn of weoster in such a way that he himself voted against
it 1n the final form. Opponents of the measure were found on
bothi sides of the question as 1t was put.

Meanwhile important proceeding were going on in the

4 t0 the Senate on Lecember

Senate. Adams 1n a special message
25oth, 1835, named two envoys and a secretary to attend the Pan-
ama Congress. He said he had no doubt mkak of his constitutional
right to accept the invitation as he had done, but he deemed it
expedient for Congress to concur in the expediency of such am
important measure, and to have tne Senate confirm the nominat-
ions and the House vote.tne apppopriations. Opposition began '
witn a motion by vVan Buran on Fepbruary 15th,1836, to the effect
that the Senate ought to act with o@en doors during the dis-
cussion of the question whether the united States should be rep-
resented at Panama, unless publications necessary to refer to
would pe "prejudicial to existung negotiations!® This motion
carried vy tne voue of 33 to ao? Adams retorted that the papers

which he had transmitted had beeh transmitted in confidence. He

1. Congressional vepates, 1l1., Pt. 1., 1308 et seq.
8. Adams, Memoirs, V1I., ili.

3. Congressional Debates, II., Pt. 1, 1301-2.

4. Richardson, Messages and Papers, II., 318-20.

5. Congressional Debates, II. Pt., 1, 142.
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said he believed the fmea established usage of /confidential

communications between the Executive .and tne Sepate ougnt to
remain unimpazdred, but he would leave it to the Senate whether
there should be a departure or not% On receiving this in the
Senate the opposition boiled over. Six resolutions were ofrer-
eéd~ in effect a censure on the kxecutiwe. They declared that
the Senate had the sole right to declare what are and what
should be the "rules of its proceedingg", and that the Pres-
ident could not interfere with the same without violating a
constitutional rignt of vune Senate; and that it is the right
of the Senate to call upon the President for such information
as may be 1in his possession; and that the President isbot
competent wu aeclinerg1v1ng such information on the grounmd
that he disapproves of the mode of proceeding which the Senate
may choose to follow on the subjects to which the papers may
relates Each one of the resoclutions was voted down tue same
day by a strict party vote,in each case.,of 24 to 80, the ques-
tion being on postponing them indefinitely- in reality a de-
feat? From a sectional viewpoint the vote Beveals but little.
It shows generally that New England was for the most part sup-
porting the Administration while the Soutn was against 1%.
After several other skirmishes the Committee on Ior-
eign Relations repbrted a resolution declaring it inexpedient
for the United States to sand any Ministers to the Congress.
And the reai battle began. The force in opposition to Adams
made their main fight on the ground that the purpose of the

Congress was to make a league of repuplics and 1o drag the

1. Richardson, Messages and Papers, Il., 337.
3. Congressional De¥ates, Il., Pt., 1, 143,
3- -[bid.’ 144-6.
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United States into "forbédden entangdming alliances", and that
the United States nad no business to enter a league or apply

the Monroe Doctrine to countries which had abolished the slave-
trade or to countries damanding the recognition of Hayti, the
negro republice, or seeking to free Cuba and Porto Rica and
emancipate their slaves. Senator after Senator from the slave
States denounced such 'satanic' purposes bitteriy% penton

moved an amendment to the resolution® declaring that the Senate
could not advise that it was expedient to send Ministers to the
pr0posed Congress of the American nations until it had satis-
factory information on four points; viz., (1) the subjects
which would engage the attention of that Congress, (2) the sub-
stance and form of powers to be given to the Hepresentatives,
(3) the modes of organizing the Congress, (4) mode of action in
deciding the questions submitted to the Congress. This proposed
resolution was rejected on Marcn 14th, 1836, oy a vote of iy %o
34? a strict party vote. Van Buren moved thereupon, am am
amendment, that the Constitution authorizes the Predident to
ncminate ofticers of a diplomatic character only, and does not
empower him to appoint Representatives to an Assembly of nations,
that the power of forming or entering new politival associations
belongs to the people in thelr sovereign capacity; that in tne
epinion of the Senate the appointment of Ueputies to the Congress
of Panama by the United States would be a departure from the
wise and settled policy by which the intercourse of the United
States with foreign nations nad veen before regulated. This was
1. Congresbiondl. Debgteu} I1.,Pt.1,153~351,

8. 1bid.,. 148, '
3. Ibid;, 148 0




also rejected on the same day by the same vote of 1S to Bg

£ §

also a strict party vote. And on that day the resolution re-—

ported py the Committee on Foreign Relations was rejected by

almoest exactly the same vote as on the six resolutions% The

three men nominated by Adams were confirmed?
The matter then wemt to the House in order that the
necessary appropriations might be voted. On lMarch 35th McLane
from the Ways and Means Committee reported a bill "making ap-
propriations for carrying into effect the appointment of a
mission to the Congress of Panama". This was read and committed?
Whereupon Crowninshield from the Committee of Foreign Relations
made a report concluded by a resoiution to the effect that 1t
is inexpedient to appropriate the funds necessary to enable the

o

Pregident to send Ministers to Panamat This was also sent to the

Committee of the Wnele on tne State of tne Union. The latter was
taken up for discussion first. An amendment was offered declar-
ing 1t to be the settled policy of tne government to nave as
little political connections with foreign nations as possible;
that the Ministers should be sent as diplomatic characters merely
and that they should pe authorized not to discuss Or consider
any alilance oetween the Unltedetates and the South American
governments, or any stipulation, compact, or declaration binding

the United States to resist interference abroad in the domestic

concerne of the said South American governments.s in the aepate’
wiileh foliowed a part of those opposed to the amendment, led by
1. Congressional Debates, Il., Pt.l, 150.
3. I@8m., 150,

3. Ibld., 151,

4. Register of Debates, 19th Cong., lst Sess., 11l64.
5. - Ibid. <1765,

6. 1bid., 2009,

“. Ibid., 3011-98.
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Webster, declared that te pass such a resolution was te
really instruct the Ministers? And this, they said, was an
Executive function, not one for the House. Others said that
since the Prdésident had recommended the scheme and the Senate
had approved his action the only thing for the House 1o do
was to vote tné appropriation. Tnose whe favored the amend-
ment asseeted tnat subjects of serious importance would pe
discussed at the Congress and that if the Unitea States snould
send Ministers uninstructed they would be free teo take part
in tne deliberations. Such, they declared, would endanger ¥he
peace and safety of the country. After various political
sciemes 1nvented by the opposition o0 the Administration, tne
regolution was finalily defeated% and the appropriation Diil
was passed?

While the Panama question proved to be the main weap-
om wielded against the Administration at thisperaed, it was
not‘by any means the only one. Khile the Senate was debating
upon the lsthmian mission a far more spirited contest was going
on in the House. uUn December vth, 1835, McDuffie moved resol-
utions to the effect that a Select Committee be appointed to
report a joint resolution that the Constitution be so amended
as to provide for a uniform system of voting by districts
taroughout the United States, and 1n such manner as to prevent
the election of President by Congress% Another resoiution was
offered, providing for the election of the President by the
direct vote of whe people4 and stili another which would render
1. Register of.Debates, 19th Cong., lst Sess.,23490.

3. lbid., 23bl4.

3. Congressienal Debates, II., Pt. 1, 797,
4. Ibid., 865.
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the President ineligible for a second termt These were a%ow—

edly direct attacks wpon the President. The long and heated
depbate upon them and others of like nature gave ample opport-—
unity for chargeng that the recent election in tne House had
cheated the people; that 1t had been accomplished by a corrupt
bargain, a coalitioen between Adéms and Caay. In like manner
did the Senate fritter away its time. On May 4th, 1838, Benton,
from a select Committee to whom had been referred the swbgect
of ‘inquiring into the expediency of reducing tne Executive pat-
ronage, made a report and ofiered six pbiiis, the purpose of
each onée being to limit some particular power of the Executive,
the impligation in each case peing that Adams was usurping
undue powsrs?

And thus did the first session of Congress under A-
dams slip away. It had accemplished but little in the way of
constructive legislation. But great progress had been made to-
wards dividing the people into twe factions, in fact the line
between the Administration and defrerson.parties was pretty
definitely drawn. Jackson, the people's man, had peen nominated
in October, 1835,0y the Tennessee legislature for tiferPresid-
éncy. He had accepted the nomination in an address vefore the
two Houses of that body and had resigned his seat in the Senate?
In the fall elections in 18236 the tickets in some of the States
were avowedly "Administration®and "jackson".® In the first
October number of Niles's Register, 1826, there appeared an
editerial as faddows: "Our readers will recoliect tnat we have
1. Congressiondl Debates, Il.,Pt. 1, 2011,

2. Benten, Abridgement of Debates, 5b3+,
3. Stanwood, History of toe- Presldency, 144;

Niles's ﬁeglster, 3LE. ; iob.
o o ERATLRY LIS ~
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protested, and we do protest against the terms 'friendly to tae
Administration' or 'opposed teo the Administration'. But such

terms cannot bp avoided, if it is desired that party poliatical

feelings should be made known." It stated further that the use

% Early

of such terms was compelled for the public intelligence
in 1837 the National Intelligencer said: "Recent circumstances
have disclosed the existence of an organized opposition to the
present Administratuwon, the object of which 1s to put it down,
right or wrong93

The elections which occurred in the fali of 1836 re-
sulted in a sweeping victory for the Jackson party? This insured
them a majority in the next Congress. lhe last session of the
19th Congress ﬁas uneventful ana may be cunaracterized py a
growing indifference to Administration policies and an iancreas-
ing hostility to the EBxecutivr.

The year 1837 proved to be an important one so far as
the organization of parties was concemned. About the middle of
February, John Floyd, of Virginia, made a speeca in which he
said: "Combinations have been fofmed, and are forming, which
will wrest the power from those hands so unworthy to hold i%,
because it is used to abridge the rights of the states, and the
liberty of the people. Tnese are no coalitions of daring polit-
icians, but the combinations of great states, who know their
rights and will protect them, and combinations in the people

themselves, who are determined to take this matter into their

own hands, and elect a Presgident for themselves, who will be

2. Niles's Register, XXXiI., 83.
3. Ibid., XXXl1., 230-3. |
4, Sargent, Public Men gnd Events, 1., 137.
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their choice, and will respect their claimsl Not long after thms

utterance Van Buren made a trip to the South. He visited Craw-
ford and 1t has been generally suﬁposed that the result was the
definite allignment of Crawford with the oppesition forces?
During the summer the contest centered into a fight

petween Jackson and Cilay.Prior to this time the bargain and cor-
ruption hue and cry had been general. but now Jackson came out
as the sponscr of this. in a ietter addressed to and pubiished
in the”Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer“Carter Beverly said: "I

have just returned from General Jackson's. I found a crowd of

company with him.- - - He told me this morning before all his

company , 1n reply to a question I put 1o uim concerning the
election of ¢.Q. Adams to the Presidency, that Mr. Clay's
Ifriends made a proposition to hislfriends that if they would
promise Ior him not to mEEE put Mr. Adams into the seat of Sec-
retary vl State, viay and his friends wéuld, in one hour make
him, Jackson, tne President'.‘3 Clay expressed his unwillingnass
to believe

/that Jackson had made such a statement. Whereupon Beverly ad-
dressed a letter 40 Jackson. Jackson then in a letter dated
June 5th, 1837, reiterated the charges. Clay at once came out
with a letter utterly denying the charges put forth and callied
upon Jackson for évidence. Jackson, in a long publication accus-
atory of Clay, stated that James Buchanan had come to him with
the propoesals, coming as ne bélieved from Clay. This 1n turn
prought forth a letter from Buchanan dated August 8th, 1837.

l. Niles's Register, XXXii., 1i14-5.

3. lbid., XLiil., 19.

3. Sargeht, Public Men and Events, I., 140}
Niles's Hegister, XXXIIi., 163. f
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Bucnanan said wnat ne nad calied upon Jackson Uecember 30th,
1824, and had told him that there was a report in circulation
to fhe effect that he had made up his mind vo appoint Adams
Secretary ot State in case he were elected. sackson denied thdt
he nad ever intimated such. Buchanan further statedtnat ne nad
called upon Jackson merely as a friend and not as agent of Clay.
"The conception never once entered my head", he said, "that hne
(General Jackson) believed me to have been the agent of MUr,
Clay or of nis friendes, or that I intended to propose terms of
any kind to him for them!? But in spite of the fact that Buch-
ana had made a positive denial of naving been Clay's agent, tine
press at once insisted that tne letver proved Jaegkson's cnarge.
Tne nue and cry was raised and the cry of corrupt bargain rose
nigher and nlgner%

All this time Clay was doing his vest to prove nim-
self clegr of the cnarge, and he confidently oelieved that tige
would vindicate nim and a reaction set 1in in nl1s Iavor. in a
speech at Lexington July 13th he said that he rejoliced again
and again that "General Jackson nas now tarown off tne mask,
and comes confessedly fortn from penind his concealed oatteries
to accuse and convict me. - - — 1 demand the witness and await

3

the event with fearless contidence? In December Caay issued a

long address to the people in answer to Jackson? He had collect—

ed a great mass of evidence to prove nls lnuecence. By tnis

time ne was not so confident of immediate vindication. 1T was
1. Sargent, Public Men and Events, I., 143-3;
Niles's Register, XXXII., 315,339,350,375,414~-6.
3. 1bid 378, uix ;e '
3. Ibid.)} pantii, XXXIII,, B8Y6-315; XXXIV

¢y 006-16 .
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his grip 1

already evedent tnat he had losy EE#xkm on Kentucky. The address
was of such a despoadent character that Adams advieed Clay to
cnange it. It conktained the idea that he was retiring from pub-
lic life and being sacrificed to calumny. While Adams thought
Jackson would be elected in 1838 he tried to emmourage Clay by
telling him that Jackson's Administration would be a failure., A
reaction, he said, would set in in favor of Clay. sut Caay feared
that it would not be within his lifetime? The Jackson—-Clay fignht
was causing commotien taroughout the country. "The subject”,
(corrupt pargain), said an editoridd in Niles's Register, "seeme

now narrowunng to an affair petween General saskson and Mr. Clay;

and we are pleased with the hope uwnat an appeal to the public

judgement by the parties, may end this long continued and un-

happy controveray'.'3 |
Meanwhile a fall eiection Aad vaken piace anu tneée new

Congress had assembled. In the elections the Administration party

was generally defeated. Adams viewed the defeat 1n New York as

decisive on the folaewing Presidential election® The results of

the election encouraged the opposition., Several of the newspapers

urged the men to reach Washington vefore the pegilnning ol tiae

gsession. And this they did, their purpeose being to elect a Speaker

of their own party? They were successful in this effort. The

Speaker thus elected appeinted on all the committees four OUppos-

ition to three Administratien men. in the Senate the committees

were chesen bg-a bailiet by a majority of 35 to 19, and all the

1. Adams, Memoirs, V1ii., &75.

2. lbid,, 383-3. ‘

3. Niles's Register, XXX111,, 389.

4, Adams, Memoirs, Vi1,, 358.

5. Ibid,, 383.
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committees consisted of four Opposition to ane Administ‘rati@n.1

Congress was organized in full for Jackson. The recommendatiens
of the President went unheeded. Little else was done in the iong
gesgsion of the 30Uth Congress than taking up the varaous attempts
to defame the Executive Department:

Un January 8th Hamiiton of South Caroclina 1ntroaucéd
a resolution in the iouse proposing to fill up one of the panels
in the Rotunda of the Capitol with a painting do be made vy
Washington Allstén of the battle of Orleans® This of couse was
a slap indirectly towards the Administration and an exaltatioen
of Jackson. The proposition was defeated by a vote of 98 te 103.3
The Adams men were also in the fight? Sloane of Ohio en January
11th, 1828, moved é resolutien directing tne Secretary of War to
furnish whe House w1thqa copy of the proceedings of a court
martial neid on December 5th, 1814, for tne trial of certain
Tennessee militiamen% The resolution was adopted5 The militiamen
refBered to had been tried for insubordination and mutiny and
having been found guilty were condemned to be shot. vackson had
ordered the sentente to be carried cut. On February 1llth the
Committee on Military Aftairs made a long repért exculpating
dackson§ A resolution providing for a printing of the report with
the documentes was passed by a vote of 198 to 69? This was dene
that there might be more effective campaign literature for tifer
Jaggson 1orces.

On January 38th, 1838 Mr. Chilten of Kantucky éntroduced

A, Adams, Memoirs, Vil,.,, 377; Congressienal Debates, IV. Pt. 1,
3. Congressional Debaaes, IV., Pt. 1, 939. 811.
3. Ibid., 983,

4. Ibid,, 975, 6.. Ibid., Pi. 8, 1487,

5. 1lbid., 1048. 7. Ibid,, 15086.
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two resolutiens asserting the expediency of discharging the
National Debt by a judicious reduction of the number of off-
icials receiving pay from the general government, and by avoid-
ing every appmopriation not imperiously demanded! Tne action of
Chniiton aisconcerted nis party leaders pecause nis proposition
did not exclude departments under tne control of the Jackson
party. It directed the charge of extravagance against Congress.
A long and exciting depate followed. iamilton proposed an amend-
ment providing for a Select Committee to report én detail on
expenses and retrenchment, the real effect of which was to cast
all suspicion on the Executive Department? 'hug amended, the
resolutinan passed unanimously and a committee was appointed,
Chiiton peing passed by? After a long and minute investigation a
majority report was made oy Hamilton on May 15th,1838, and a
minority report was made by S&rg%ht, afterwards Clay's running
mate% About 68000 copies of eacun were printed for campalgn pur-
poses. The opponents of the Admmnistration used tonem TO prove the
extravagance of the Administration, anda the frienas of the Ad-
ministration to show that the increase was due to the natural
growth of the nation? The Congressional debates revealed numer-
ours other petty charges which at the time were given prominence
because they served as engines af attack. The cases given above
illustrate the imstruments of warfare used.

By far the most important act of the session daid not
figure so prominently 1n tne campalgn as some oI the minor meas-
ures, This was the "Tarmiff of Abominations." It was the resuld
L. uongressionalL vepates, IV,, Pt. 1, kO64.

2. lpid., 1385,
3. Ibid., 1458,

4. Ibid., IV., Pt. 3, 3714-5.

Be Schouler;‘ History of the United States, III., 419.
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of an €Xtensive propaganda carried on by such men asa& Hezekiah

Niles and Mathew Carey. The tariff of 1838 seemed to give sat-
isfaction for a time. But a movement in faver of greater prot-
ection begdn in 1824 or 1BZ5 an Pennsylvanlaf Un September 34th,
1836, a me#ting of woollen manufacturers was held at the Ex-
change Coffee House in Boston. It was unanimously voted to pet-
ition Congress for an increasd of duties? and at an adjourned
meeting about a month later a memorial was accordingly aaopted§
lNumerous petlitions were presented To fongress in Decemper 1826.4
Tne pevivions were referred to tne Committee on Manufacsures and
on January 1l0th, 1837, Mallary of Vermont repoerted the famous
woollens bill? It passed the House on February 10th by & vote of
106 to 98? but it was defeated in the Senate by laying it on the
table through the combined vote of a united South and some of the
Middle States protectionists. Cambreling of Pennsylvania was
working in concert with Van Buren to organize the oppositen to
Adams. During the debate he said that the bii. was a "prohibit-i
ory act for the benerit of the woollen manufacturers of New Eng-—
land."7 He was attempting to array protectionist Pennsylvania a-
gainst iew kngland. He indirectly urged the Pennsylvania membbrs
T0 make a doupiiung of the duty on var iron a condidion to their
supporting the bill. His coajutor, James Buchanan, became excite@
over the wrong done to the hemp interest by the growing protectiéi
to vue woollens. He was attempting to array the hemp-growers of
Kentucky against Caa¥, oy nhaving the Jackson men stand as tae

L. Niles's Regigter, XXXIV., 187.

d. lbid,, XXXi., 105.

3. Lbid., 185.

4., American State Papers, (Finance) V.

5. Stanwood, American Tariff Controversies, I., 255.

6. Benton, Abridgement of Debatesy IX., 415.
7. Congressional Debates, IIl., 745.




(93)
friends of the hemp growers% For the most part both Pennsylvania

and Kentucky voted against the provisions of this pill.2

After the defeat of the meagure numerous meeltings were
held by both the protectionists and the free-traders in an effort
to control the session of Congress during the winter of 1837-8.
The most 1mportant protectionist meeting was the Harrisburg Con-
vention held at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in July, 1837. It
recommended further protection for woollens, bar iron, hemp and
flax, and the readjustment of cotton duties so as to protect
printed cotton gooas% It was charged by some of the Jackson papes
that this was mere party maneuvre of the Adams men, but this was
denied by some of the Jacksen papers. Matheﬁ Careypm while ad-
witting he was an Adams man,protested against Yamalgamating the
question of the peesidency with that for the protectien of man-
ufactures?g Among the delegates to the Harrisburg Convention were
both Adams and Jackeon men% Niles, who was a member of the Con-
vention, persistently demsed that politics had anything te do with
1t.5 But there is some reason to believe that ¥the Adams men would
have been glad to make the tariff an issue. In the same month in
which the Harrisburg Convention was meeting Oi&y-wrote: "All who
are opposed to the American syetem; all who are opposed to in~-
ternal improvements, are now united with others in theilr endeave
ors to aefeat the reelection of the present chief magistrate, and
to elevate another individual? Clay during the summer made &
Western trip and the burden of his speeches was the tariff. But
1. Niles's Register, XXXIV., 105.
2. Ibid,, XXXII., 356.

3. Ibid., 388-396.
4, Taussig, Tariff History of the Unived Btates, 84. (note)

5. %%1gs'sx§e iSteié XXXII,, 349.
. 1 . 7
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the publication of the Carter Beverly letter caused peolitical at-
tention to be transferred to the "corrupt bargain® ecry and Clay
had tc give nis efiortesto nis attempts to prove his innocence%

1t is not necesgsary to trace the tariff biii of 1838.
It will be sufficient to say that the Southerners voted with
certain of those from the Middle Sad&tes and West in the hope that
if wool and woollens were left unprotected the New Englanders
would vote against the biil, especiaily if the duties on hemp,
iron, and molasses were advanced. Twenty-three of the New England
members did "fly off", put encugh voted for the bill to pass it.
The South were caught in their own Toils. The bill as passed was
acceptable to no one? Adams favored the.bill as being better than
none at all.Senton said, "'his tariff was made an Administration
measure and became an issue in the canvass'.‘3 Randolph said that
the bill had "no reference to manufadtures whatever- but to the
manufacture of a President of the United StatesP and Hiles was
of the opinion that he was too nearly rignt% While, as will be
secn, the tarifi question played some part in the campaign, the
one great princlilple on which tne opposition united was, as Web-
Sster well said during the campaign, that of ousting Adams? The
numercus slanderous projectes® invented by the opposition were
servants to this ruling master. On the two great issues which
had been before the people since the treaty of CGChent tThe position
vl Adams aﬁd Clay could not be doubted. While Jackson had votved
1or internai improvements and Ior a Protective tariff when in
1. Taussig, Tariff History of the United States, 85. (note)
8. Niles's Register, XXXV.,, 34.
3. Benton, Thaérty Years View, I., U8.

4, Hiles's Register, XXXIV,, 137.
9.,ibid, s 275,
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Congress, and had made his views known during the campaign of
18284, nevertheleasx many of his adherents who were stromgly 1n
favor of these measures wanted to be reascured. They no doubt
realized tnat they were in strange company, united with South-
erners who had come to deany the constitutionality of both of these
measures. At a great "democratic" meeting in Fayette county,
Pennsylvania, resolutions were masEsf adopted favoring increased
duties and which stated that Jackson was the man entitled to such
,support, for ne was the "decided and open friend ﬁo domestic man-
ufactures and internal improvements?® They stated further that
Jackson while in the Senate had voted for the tariff of 1824 and
five times in favor of internal improvements in one year, while
Adams when a member voted seven times against internal improve-
ments and never once for them, and he never in any of his messages
to Congress recommended the tariffi The trutn is he was afraid to
make any such recommendation because he was well aware that such
would meet with a storm of disapproval% The Senate of Indiana
passed a resolutien stating that esince Jackson was supported in
the Western States on the ground that he was a supporter of in-
ternal improvements and an advocate of a judicious tariff, wiile
@n Virginia, North and South Carolinas, Georgia, Tennessee and
Alabama, and Mississippi nis ciaims to ofrice were advocated on
the ground that he was opposed to such measures, the governor
should therefore be requested to write him and get an explicit
statement of his views, which statement would be printed in the

i1, Niles's Register, XXXII1., 213.
2. Adams, Memoirs,
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newspaper st Jackson, in a letter dated Fexbuary 88th, 1838, auth-
korized the Governor to tell the Senate that his ideas were pre-
cisely the same as when communicated to Dr. Coleman in 1824.2
Thie left matters indefinite. On the other hand Clay, whereever
he spoke took accasion to praise the "American system". He made
it known too that he was in perfect accord with the Administration
on all the leading acts and principled? Niles said that Jackson
wasg supported in New York, Pennsylvania and the West as a friend
of 1nternal improvements and the tariff, but in the South was sus-
tained by those who denied both the rignt and the constitutional-
11y of such- 1in short as a Soutnerﬁ man of Southern principles.
Niles weli said that both ef these factions would prefer thedr
claims upon him%

In addition to the aforesaid charges against Adams there
are two others which must be given some consideratien. They were
influential 1n moulding the Whig Party as 1s later seen. The first
tc be considered is a charge made by William B. Giles of Vir-
ginia in October 1838. He caused to be published a statement re-~
garding the circumstances of Adams' defection from the Federal
party in 1808, and a part of certain cerrespondence between Jeff-
erson and Giles kmfmxa in 1835. The effect was to plave Adams in
a bad light. He autherized a reply which was ppinted in the Nat-
ional Intelliggncer in the course of which he made the serious ‘

cnargeg4ga1nst certain Federal leaders of lMassachusetts of a plan
1, Niles's Register, XXXill., 439.

2. Ibid,, XXXIV., 158.

3 Ibldo, m.V., 44‘-5

4" lbld., 194.
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to disrupt the Unien¢ Thirteen men, most of whom had been

leading Federalists in 1808, demanded a substantiation of the
charges or a retraction. A bitter correspondence ensued. Adanms
wrote an extremely long document, his last word on the subject,
at the close of nis Administration, which however was never
published by him, and which coming as it did after the election
had nothing to do with the results. But the controversy had the
efrect of repelling Federalists who had reluetantly come to the
support of Adams. However as it was in a part of the country
etrengly anti-Jackson it loss him.no electoral votes. But it was
undoubtedly one of the considerations which led Adams to aban-
den the Natienal Republiéans, as his adherents were now called
in many papers%
More impertant, both as an issue in 1838 and as a2
subsequent problem, was a question regardin g the Masone. Morgan
had been abducted in 1826 by the Masons for threatening Te pub~-
i1sh a peok exposing their secteds. It was believed that he vas
put to death ty them. A wave cf indugnatiem swept over New York,
Pennsylvania and some otner States. An anti-Masonic party arose. .
in several States it held the balance of power and it often
would go for the side which seemed to pe against Free Masonry.
This meant that a great deal depended on the character of the
candidate. Adams was not a Masen, but in certain parts of the
country he was heralded as such and he was not able 10 exculpate
himself of the charge, owing to tne baseness of certain news-

papers purpesely perverting the facts known to tnems Here again
1. Nilesls Register, XXXV., 210.
2. Adams, Memoirs, VIL., 410.
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we nave a cause for Adamsg's defection: from the National Republi-

cans.

Adams was beaten from the start as he well knew he
would be. He in fact got fewer electoral votes than he nad in
1825% He resigned hims@2f to his fate, bitterly wouhded by the
unscrupulous men whp had conspired against him. But the people
were vindicated. At last the perpetrators of the"corrppt oargain”
were humbled before the bar of pubiic opinion. The social rev-
olutien had been a successg. Now that the Jackson party wowmld
soon begin to rule it behooved them ToO fdrmulate some principles.

necessary
No longer could the purpese of ousting Adams suffice. It was/for
them to nave some definite policies. This, indeed, was a Her-
culean task for .such a Babel of gentiment. Some faction necess—
arily had to gain the ascendency:

Tne iast session of Congress under Adams met ERAEX
December 1st, 1838. As might have been expected it was compar-
atively uneventful so far as party development was concerned.
Practically no debate could be elécited on retrenchment meas-—
ures. All measures relating to the subject came to naught? Con-
gress showed a disgposition to confine itself to the necessities
of the goverument ana tuv aveid new legislation. The one import-
ant subject discussed seriously was a bill relating to the
Cumberland road. rhe House passed a bill providing for tlfer
erection of toll gates on the road, and for an appropriatio§§
In the Senate the pili was amended ¥o strike out all that part
1. Stanwood, Histery of the Presidency, 141, l4v.

2. Congressional Debates, V., 366.
3., Ibid., 361.
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of the bill which provided for the erection of toll gates%

The House concurred in the amendments® It is seen that the Senw
ate clung to the woctrine of appropriation for such works, bput

not for construction. And it was in the Senate the South had

far greater prestige than in the Housé.
1., Congressimal Debates, V., w8, 385,
2. lbid., 386.
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ORGANIZATION AS & OFFENSIVE PARTY., 1839-1833.

The comparative quietness of the session of 1838-9
was the caim before the storm. Already tne crafty and persibs-
ent Clay was planning for the next Presidential electioen. On
December 236tn, 188, he asked Everett if he could depend upon
the support of the Eastern States. He averred that if ha could
he would be sure of the support of the Western States% Adams
expressed his pelief that Clay would be the leader of the op-—
position to the succedding Administrationt At vue same time he
believed that the two recent parties Wére virtually dissclved,
the Administration party irretrievebly; and both he and Clay
were of the opinion that Webster might adhere to the new Ad-
ministration. ihis was their opinion early in January 1829?

Ag to the dissolution of the Administration party Adams was
right in +what he was to be no longer its leader. Clay was 1o
become its pilot. "Whether I ought to be brought out, and when, "
he wrote, %o Brooke, his manager in Virginia, "I leave to my
friends."® The party led by Adams in 1838 was to couniinue for a
time much the same as it had besn. Thne work of crganizing needed
to be done. rhe work was to be greatly aided by the course ofthe
new Administration. In fact the princijiefﬁgéposition t0 Jackson
and his methods was to be, primarily, the basis for tue final
moulding of tue Whig Party. Unly secondarily were the principles
of protective tariff, bank and internal improvements to operate
as an organizing lorce.

1., Adams, Memoirs, VIil., 86.

2. -Lbldo, 53"'300 B
3. Schouler, History of the united States, iV, ,448.,
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in the midet of a motley concourse of his admirers

Jaekson was inaugurated March 4th, 1839, His inaugural address
was artfully drawn to mean practically nothing regarding the
tariff and internal improvements. He took occasion to take a
slap at the out-going Administration. "The recent demonstratien
of public sentiment inscribes on the ldst of Executive duties,
in characters too legible to be overlooked, tne task of reform,
which will réquire particularly the correction ofthose abuses
that have brought the patronage of the Federal Gowermnment into
conflict with tne freedom of elections, and the counteraction of
those causes which have disturbed the rightful course of appoint-
ment and have placed or continued power in unfaithful or ineom- |
petent hands."l The addreeé as a whole was welcomed by some in
the South as an utterance calculated to soothe their excited
feelingd? and by others it was criticized because 1% recugnized
the constitutionality of the tariff? |

A virtual reign of terror held sway during the summer.
The spdﬂls system terrorized the government employees and many
wepedthe faithful servants of the public who f£ell before it.
Jackson pursued with ne visible show of reluctance, a baneful
system of proscription, and by the summer's end he had to a great
extent accomplished the blacklisting task% During the first year
he made as many removals for political reasons as had been ef-
fected by ail of his predecessors, who flad made removals mostly

for cause? in fact, so numerous were tue removals that the bus-
1. Richardson, Messages and Papers, Il., 436-8.

2. Niles's Register, XXXVI., 131.

3, Ibid.,, XXXVII., 343, 393.

6. ipbid., XXXVI., 243; Frisn, Civil Service and ratronage, 118.
5. Peck, gacksonian Epoch, 146.
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iness of Washington seemed demoralized: Caay at once socunded

the tocsin of alarm, denounced the gystem, and warned the coun-

try of 1ts direful resuits? In the fall elections the parties

were general.y known as the Jacksen and the anti-Jacksen parties?
Jackson in nis first annua. meSSag35 recommended, as
chief among domestic matters requiring the attention of Congress,
an amen@ment to the Constitution which would remove all inter-
mediate agency in the election of President and Vice-President
in order that the people might truly govern. He attempted a hame
defense of the retation principle which he had se conspicuously
exemplified. There was no definite announcement of the policy he
would pursﬁe regarding the tariff, though he said it ought te he
removed from "the party conflicts of the day". Te reconcile the
diversified interests of the States and strengthen the bonds
which unite them, and te surmount the constitutional difficulties
in regard to making appropriations for internal improvements, he
recommended the appsrtionment of the surplus revenue among the
States according to the ratio of their represehtation. He ex-
plained his action of advising the Indians to migrate beyond the
Mississippé or else submit t@ the laws of tne States whereln
they were residing. Towards the close he called into question
both the expediency and the constitutionality of the United State
Bank. He asserted that it had failed to establish a unifeorm

currency, and he asked if there might not be a substitute created

The message was unreascnably extelled oy many papers and with ne
1L, Parton's Jacksen, Ill., 314, '

3. Niles's Register, XXXVI., 399-405.

3. Ibid,, XXXI., 68,133,133,150,177,341.

4, Richardson, Messages and Papers, 1l., 443-4€3.
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more show of reason it was condemned by othersl ( )

Jackson, with lynx eye, watched the proceeding cf Con-
gress. Anything aone which did not meet witn heés approval was
sure to incur his resentment. His anger was first arouseda by the
Senate proceedings 1n regard to his proscription system. The
Senate "gazed with genuine dismay at the list or removals and
new approintmenys submitted for their confirmation?® The Exec-
utive secret sessimns were long and exciting: Jackson was forced
to withdraw some vf the more obnoxicus nameg and some of the
members of his own party wererrejected. In fact some of his most
prominent politicians were denied confirmation, perhaps of some
ap1lity, but obnoxious to the opposition. I[wo sucn were isaac

Hill and Mordecai M. Noah?

Some of those whom the Senate re-
jectedJddaekson rewarded in other ways?

One of the moest important occurrences of the session
was the Webster-Hayne debate. It arose over a resolution offered
by Benator Foot of Connecticut on December 239th, 1829§ to the
efrect that the Committee of Puplic Lands be instructed to in-
quire into the expediency of limiting for a certain period the
sales of lands to such lands as had been before offered for sale.
On its face it appears to pe a simple and harmless proposition.
But it was made the occasion for a memorable happening. Benton

took ground against referring the resolution. He attacked the

Fast and attempted to unite the South and West against the North

and East, and Senator Hayne joined in th%wattemptg Hayne's

1, Niles's Register, XXXVII., %57. ) ' -

2. Adams, Memoirs, VIII., 208; Schouler, nistory of tne uUnited
3. Niles's Register, XXVIII, 143,218,329, 5tates, 1ill, 4ve,

&. Schouler, History of the United States, III., 477

5. Debate, Of Congress, VI., s-4. ’ )

b. Adame, Memoirs,VIII.,100;Mcllaste Hist: f 2 i
States,vf.,ll-zo.’ » 3! r, History of the United
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specch of January 19th marked a furning peint in the depatel

In thie ne spoke for States Right's and against conselidation.
Webster, who was independent of ali party, thoughk leaning to
Clay, thought that it was higé duty to uphold the cause of the
Union and of his State. Webster was wanting a good chance to
strikea blow at Calhoun and by a proper badting in his speecﬁlne
got Hayne to elucidate” . the Calhoun theory? Then in a powerful

4 he exposed the fallacy of the compact theory of the

speech
Constitution. The debate illustrated the growing divergendée be-
tween thé sections in regard to the Constitution. As yet the
President nad not taken sides in the contest. With whom ne stood
itivas not known. Tne leading Hullifiers in Congress arranged for
a birthday banquet on April 30th, 1830, in hener of Thomas Jeff-
erson. Invitations were sent to the President and the Secret-
aries, a list of toasts was prepared, repubticans in and out of
Congress who desired to go were requested to send in their
names? 'he ostensible purpcse was to honor the name of Jeffer-
son. But an attampt was made to trick the Pennsylvania members
into the drinking of anti-taraeff and nﬁllificatlan doectrines.
Present at the banquet were tne President and eignt members of
tie Pennsylvénia aelegation. George R. Leiper, one of the mem-
pers, aéked to see the list of toasts before they weepe drunk.
After he had read a few, he announced that he had had emough.

He and his colleagues then withdrew. But the obnoxious toabss
wW¢e drunk nevertheless. Jakkson gave: "The Federal Unmieny it

1. Debates of Congmess, VI., 31-5.

2. Ibid., 3b5-41.

3. 1Ibid., 41 et seq.

- 4‘. Ibid., ’
5. McMaster, History of the United States, VII., 30.
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must oé preserved". South Carelina wanted to preserve the Unien

oy repealing the tariff; Pennsylvania by énforcing the tariff.
How tne union would be preserved, no one could tell. But it was
very certain that the President would not be a supporter od the
Nullifiere. And from this time Calhoun felt that his principles
were out of favor with the President. Very suun he began to take
the gound of otner South Caroiinans, that Jackson was *"the vic—
tim of poiitvical 1ntr1gues?1

Upon the question of 1nternal improvements there arose
an 1ssue to count as one charge in the anti-Administration patty's
indiotmenﬁh;ainst Jackson's Adminietration. Jackson very early
in the session saw that those of his owm party were not dispesed
to act in concert. He concluded to apply his ewn corrective.The
first bill of the kiind to reach nim was the Meysville and Lex-
ington turnpike bill? A large majority of tjese who voted Ior the
bill in the House of Representatives were opponents of the Ad-
ministration, while of the 86 who voted against the bilil only‘a—
bout three or four were not of the Jackson party? Jackson sent
the bill back to the House in which it originated with his ob-
jections4 and it was thus killed, for it failied of passage over
his veto® He oppesed the bill both on the grounds of censtitut-
ionality and expediency, his main objection being that 1t was »
local in character. The veto caused a great storm of protest te
sweep over one section of the country, while in another it was
received with joy. On May 3lst he veteed a bill authorizing a
A. Adams, Memoirs, VILI., 288-9; Niles's Register, XL., 193.
2. Congressional Debates, VI., Pt., 3, 843..

3., Niles's Register, XXXVIIL., 386.
4, Congreesional Debates, VI., Pt., 3, 1138.

5. ibid., 1148.
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subscription of stock in the Washington Turnpike Hoad Company,
referring the Senate to his Maysville veto message for his reas—-

1

ons. He signed a bll; appropriating $30,000 for examinatiens and

surveys, $100,000 for the extension of the Cumberland Road, and
various sums I10r other roads; out 1n doing so0 he sent a message
to Congress May 30th informing that bady that he did se-wmth the
understanding that the road from Detroit to Chicago for which
$800C. was appropriated should not extena peyond the limits of
Micnigan Ieiritory? He pocket-vetoed an act for making approp-
riations for light-houses, rivers and harbors, and an act auth-
oriming a subscription for stoeck in the Loulsvilleand Portland

Canal Company? The reasons for these vetoes were given in the

second annual message December 6th, 1830% A bill authorizing a
subscription to the stock of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Company was killed in the Senate May 33nd, 1830, by laying on the
table oan order that the President might pe relieved irom acting
on 1t, oy a vote of 31 to 19. 1t was almost a gtrict party vote,
Sprague of Maine being the only opponent of the Administration
who voted for, and Smith of Maryland and Livingston of Louisiana
being the only friends of the Administration who voted against
this actlon? Jackson's vetoes of so many internal improvement
biliey gave ample evidence of the fact that he was adopting ther
strict cénstruction of'tne Constitution according to the

Republicans of L?SB? His course roused the ire of many of the

adherents of the internal improvement policy &and gave ground for
1. Richardson, Messages and rapers, ll., 493-4.
3. Lbid., 483,

3, Lbid., 494,
4. ibid., 508, XXXVIII., 269.

5. Benton, Abridgement of Debates, X. 573; Niles's Register,
6. Niles's Register, XXXV1il., 385, 387.
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South Carolina fear for the future%

Political evemts were moving rapidly. In January 1830
some of the friends of the previous Administration had wanted to
proclaim Clay as their candidate for the next Presidential el-
ection® Adams said at the time that "a new organization of
parties with reference to the Presidendy must take place; that
questions will arise foom the progress of tne Administration
whlch would aivide the country; that in the discussion of these
questions Mr. Clay may very probably take a lead, which will
bring him conspicuously before tihe country"? Just before the
close of the session a meeting of the members of Congress
friendly to the previous Administration had been held to con-
gsider whether it would be expedient to make a nomination of a
candidate for the Presidency in opposition ¥$0 Jackson. They had
conciudeu that 1t would be best for tne first nomination v© come
from a State heglslature% in May Niles saild that the iines be-
Tween parties were tlgntening. He analyzed tne parties in Con-
gress as foliiows: (L) the original friends of Jackson, (8) the
anti-Jackson party, (3) the old radical or Crawford party re-
vived- friends of Van Buren, (4)friends of Vice-President Cal-
houn. Then there were, he said, various parties with reference
to measures such as supporters and enemies of the bank, friends
and opponents of the tariff, comnstructives and anti-construct-

ives, ete> in soort, if a man was not at the time a Jackson man
1. Niles's Begistex, XXXVIIL, 329.
3. Admms, Memoirs, VIII., 180.

3. ipid., 231.

4' -I—-bldo 831- .
5, Niles's Register, XXXVIII., 303-3.
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it did not signify that he was a supported of Clay or a Nat-

ional Republican. Clay was considered the prospective leader
of the Natmonal Republicans, and ne was laboring to become such.
On August 3rd he delivered a great speech at Cincinnati} which
was manifestly designed to proclaim his opinionss upon pubiic
Niles's Register,
questicns. "We suppose", xe said /"that 1t may be called the
'piatform' upon which it stands".® There was Little tiett was new
in the speech. Lndeed it was the old platform upon which he had
stood for years with the additional piank of the bank. Upon this
question he came out strongly against Jackson, declarimg himself
against Jackson's scheme for a bank and contending that the
question of recharter was merely one of expediency. He enthus-
fastically alliuded teo the wonderful growth of the Amegican sys-—
tem, denounced nullificaﬁian; aﬁd declared that theose who oppos-
ed the tariff on constitutional grounds were a new class. He saild
he had supposed that if anything was settled it was that Con-
gress had the authority to carry into ezxecution internai im-
provements. Here again, he assetted, the constitutional object-
ion had no force. Jackson's course in vetoing the Maysville
road bill was entirely insonsistent with nl1s wholé previous
course. He had heard on good authority, hecépﬁinued, that Jack-
son had vetoed the measure in order te hold his Southern sup-
port. About four months previous to this speech Niles had said
that it required not the gift of prophesy to be able to say that
in the next presidential elections the great question would

ninge upon Gonstltutlonal constructions as to tue principles
1. Niles's Register, XXXIX., 25-35.
8. Ibid., 18.
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involved in a protective tariff and appropriation of money for
internal 1mprovementsf Clay it seemed would make such the issue,

The Jackson party all this time was not idle by any
means. On March 30th, 1830, the democratic-republican members
of the rennsylvania iegisiature met and on'tne foliowing day
resolutions weee eeported, one of which was, that "the unanim-
1ty and narmony of the great democratic party of the union will
be greatly promoted by placing the name of Andrew Jackson before
the people as a candidate for reeleotian?"On April 13th, 183Q,
the republican members of the legislature of liew Yowk held a
caucus. An address to the repubiicans of New York, reported by
a certain Mr. Benton, was unanimously adopted. It stated that
whatever the pretences of these who had gained ascendency over
the republican party, referring of course to the previous Ad-
ministration, they have exercised power in much the same wap as
the Pederakists aid in 1798. "Professions of affectien for the
people®, it continued, "were forgotten as the occasion for mak~
édng them passed away; their interecsts were disregarded; their '
rights abridged; favoritism cherished, extravagance introduced,
and the boundaries of the delegated government overleaped.--—-
Such was the progress of events that ushered in the present
administration of the general government. They were mere.iy re-
pubiicaﬁs in name, not in prihciplcs'.'3

From the ewidence available it appears that in the fall
electians of 1830 the opponents of the Administration were known

as republicans or national Republitans more generally than they
1. Niles's Register, XXXVIII., 109.

3. Ibid., 168.

3. Ibid., 170,et seq.
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had been the previous yearl

The second session of the 21st Congress convened Dec-
ember 6th, 1830. The President's message® recounted the Admin-
igtrative triumphs which had made for great prosperity, defend-
ed his course in nis vetbes of internal improvement measures,
v{pdicated himeelf especially regarding his Mayswilie raad veto
and to a lesser degree the use of the veto power in general,
and regarding the proposed apportionment of the surplus revenue
among the States. He again recommedded the removal of "all in-
termediate agency" in the election of the chief magistrate, and
the limitation of the time of service to one term, defended the
policy of Indian removal, touched intangibly on tue tariff, and
concluded with a larger warning against the bank than he had done
the year before. Not much of importance was dene at this sessioni
But throughout the country preparation was making for the next
election. The House of Representatives of Alabama on Decemberiiti
1830, placed Jackson in nomination for the Presidency. One of the
resolutions adopted was as follows: "That the very able. farm
and patriotic course pursued by Jackson- - - at the last sessien
of Congress, 1n opposition to the passage of the laysville road
bill, and otHers of like character, requiring appropriations
from the treasury ofnthe United States for local objects of in-
ternal improvements, justly entitle him to the highest respect
and gratitude of all the friends of liberty and free gévsrnment!s
The legislature of Delaware on the other hand declared that the

veto of the Maysville road bill and others of like nature was

1. Niles's Register, XXXVIIL,, 301,393, 401,432,447; XXXIX., 59,
90,94,105,108,121,137,138,187,341,375,303, 303,339,334, 386.

2. Richardson, Messages and Papers, II., 500-539%

%z, Wiles's Register, XXXIX., 34l.
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disapproved, and that such was "a wanton exercise of power re-

gardless of the interests of the people", and Clay was recom-—

% Un Feobruary ivth, 1831, at a meeting

mended instead of Jackson
of the members of both branches of the legislature of Maryland
opposed to the Administration a series of resolutions was adop-
ted, one of which is as follows: "That it is expedient that a
natienal conventigr be neld, to which the people of &ll the
States whall be invited to send delegates in which their will cam
be authentically ascertained, and that concert of action produced
which is essentidl to the successof our cause", and "That our
brethren of other States, whp with us deprecate the election of
Andrew Jackson" are hereby invited "to meet in general conven-
tion, at Baltimore on the second Monday of December next?® Great
preparations were under headway for the election of 1833. The
motto of the Burlingten (Vermont) Free Press was beimg adopte d
by the opponents of the Administration: "Not the glory of Caesar
but the welfare of Rome"? Numerous conventions of national Rep~
ubligans were hetd in various Sta&ts-primarily for the purpose‘of
choosing delegates to the national convention? At most of these
resolutions were adapted whicn may ve summarized as follows: the
Administration was condemned because (l) of a perversion of the
removing power through removing officers of gdvernment and re-
placing them by partiséns, (8) of irregularities 1n tne rosdy Uf-
fice Department, (3) of general extravagance, (4) of violating

the provisions in treaties with the indians, (5) of being respon-
1, Niles's Register, XXXIX.,, 452.

2., Ibid,, XL., 38-89.

3.-1bid,., 213, ;

4, 1pid., 38,137,174,378-9,393,353, 387,428,
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sible for the disgraceful disruption of the cabinet, (8) of at-
tempting to prostrate the Federal Courts tnrough sanctioning the
repeal of the section of the judiciary act which autharise#an
appeal foom State to Federal courts, (7) of a royal use of the
veto power, (8) of the appointment of membbrs of Congress by the
Executive. As a rule there were inbthese resolutions some pos-
itive declaration such as; (1) Congress has the power to com-
struct or appropriate for carrying on a system of internal im-
provements; (3) a protective tariff is essential for the pros—

usually
perity of the country, Clay .was/. recommended for the Presidency
Great enthusiasm was manifested in these meetings. The spirit
which permeated the whole party ®s well illustrated by the course
pursued in Pennsylvania. There the calls for couhyy meetings to
appoint delegates to the National Convention were headed by "our
country" or as was usually the case by "Not the glory od Caesar
but the welfare of Rome“}

In the dominant party a schism had occurred: The cause
for 1t firet arose over the quesﬁlon wnether tne wives o wue
cabinet members should associate with Mrs. Eaton, wife of Secret-
ary Eaton. Mre. Calhoun, during the wihfier of 1839-30 in order to
avoid such association did not go to Washington? Calhoun bécame
thereby the leader of the 'moral party', while Van Buren, another
aspirant to the Presidency,; paid his court to Mrs. raton. This
no doubt was a political move to win tne favor of vackson, who,

chivalrous as he was, had made up his mind that Mrs. Eaton must

be treated as a virtuous wonnn? From the moment of Jackson's
1. Niles's Register, XL., 438.
8. Adams, Memoirs, VILiI.,, 158, o35.
3. Ibid., 185«
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election a fierce rivalry had sprung up between Van Huren and
Calhoun. The New York Courier and Enquirer, Van Buren's organ,

on December 19th, 1839, said that Jackson would serve another
term, and that when the time comes to choose a successor Van
puren would be the pmoper man for tne place% The United Statéa
Telegraph expressed regrat at this announcement, for it con-
tended that it would have a tendency to encourage those who are
relying on a division in the republican party? The fight went
steadily on. The rivals very well knew tnat tane favor of Jack-
son would mean success or failure. Calhoun in order to ingrat-
iate nimself into Jackson's faver, had been largely instrumental
in getting up the Jefferson vanquetiBut as has been seen he was
rebuked. Very soon after this, on May 30th, 1830, the break bame.
On that day the President sent a lettver to Calhoun enclosing a
letter written by Crawford to Forsyth which revealed secrets re-
garding the proceedings in lMonroe's capinet 1nl818 upon the
Seminole War controversy and asserted that Calhoun 1in these cab-
i1net discugsions had proposed the arrest and punishment od Jack-
son? Calhoun penfﬁncntly supplicated Jackson's mercy, but the
haughty Jackson knew not the vittue of forgiveness. Foliowing tne
preak vuere came immediatsly serious consequences, although the
peblic for nearly a year was left in the dark?’The Telegraph,
which had been the Administration paper began to change its téme.
The Administration searched the country to find a man to beceme

the editor of a new afficial Admlnlsrratlon organ, Francis P.

L. Niles's Register, XXXVIIL., 30u.
3. Ipid., 300; Adams; Memoirs, Vill,, 209.

3+ Niles's Register, XXXIX., 448; Schouler, III,, 498-9.

4,

Parton, Jackson,III.,333.
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Blair, of Kenfucky,and a former supporter of Ciay, was finally
selected, and thus he bécame the editor of the Globel Gradually
the gulf widened., Towards thevheke of the short session of wine
2lst Congress Calnoun published a pamphlet containing his cor-
respondence with the President, "and a mass of letters, state-
ments, and certificates illustrative thereof! The pamphlet was
discussed throughout the country in a partisan way.as being an
attack on the President. Outside of South Carolina, the Null-
ification nest, the press for the most part condemned Calhoun

and vindicated the President? But all of this preliminary oc-
currence was merely the beginning of the real.y significant e~
vent, the break up of the cabinet. In order %o get rid of Ingham,
Branch, Berréin, tureec of Calhoun's friends in the cabinet, Van
Buren and Major Eaton regigned. Itwas expected that the obnox-
lous trio would take the hint and also resign. As had been an-
ticipated +the resignation of Van Buren and Eaton was followed
by that of the other three. Jackson was thus able to reconstruct
his cabinet to suit his fancies. But the unity of the dominant
party was irretrievably broken, The opposition took renewed cour—
age and was inspired to greater efrorte. Clay, from nis retreat
at Ashland wrote: "I think we are authorized; from all that is
now pefore us, to anticipate confidently General Jackson's defeat.
The question of who may by the successor may be more doubtful.
Tne provabilities are strongly with us. It seems to me that nothip
can disappoint the hopes of our friends, but anti-Masonry?

L. Parton's Jackson, Ill., 334-7.
2. Account based on ibid., 344-69.
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Anti-Masonry had indeed become a problem. J.Q. Adams,
the leader of the new party curing its defensive period nad De-
comeln anti-lMason and had ceased to have any concern about the
lational Republicans. The anti-Masons had made a wonderful
growth and were sure to be an important factor, it seemed, in
the election of 1833. It is difficult to understand the action
of Adams. is early as January bth, 183L, ne wrote that he in-
tended to take no part in the coming Presidential election% He
gaid he never had becn consulted or never desired to be con-
sulted by the National Republicans since March 3rd, 18395 In
March 1831 he wrote of "the prostitution of principlé, as well
as the hostility of me, manifested by the party now upholding
lr. Clay as the candidate for the next Presgidential election".

A little later he attended a State anti-Mascnic Conventien in
Faneuil Hall, and after returning from tne meeting ne wrote that
duty to hies country would soon demand his making an open avowal
of hie opinione regarding masonry? When asked how far his attend-
ance at the Convention might be taken as pledging his oppositlon'
to Clay 1n the approaching election e sa1d that he proposed to
take no part in the Presidemtial election, and that.“tng dissol-
ution of the mascnic institution &B the United States" was more
important "than the question whetner Mri Clay or General Jackson
shall pe tue President cuouseu at the next election“? He continued

to attend anti-Masonic meetings and confided to his Diary his

pelief that Clay was in secret Masonie communication with the
1. Adams, Memoies, VIII., 364.

2. Ibid.,

3. Ioid., 341.

4, ibid., 363-4.

5. Llpid., 368.




Masons, his supporters} By August it was widely scattered(lle)

that Adams would be the anti-Masonic candidate for the Presid-
ency, though he believed tha&t the lMasons Bad no idea of nom—
inating him? By this time he had gone so far in his opposition

to Clay that he #id not see how an anti-Mason could support

Clay at all, who he said was at "the head of the Masonic and

gsc called national Hepublican‘party¥3 In September Adams was
wgited upon vy a committee from Boston who came to seé & he
would be the anti-Masonic candidate for Presidanx% Later the
anti-Masonic State Convention un@nimously agreed to nominate

him for Gevernor of Massachusetts, but Adams declined this on

the ground that Governor Lincoln was his personal friend and that
his opinions against Masonry weee strongly expressad? At an
Anti-Masonic Convention held at Harrisburg on May 38th delegates
were appointed to the Anti-Masonic Convention to be held in Balt-
imore in Sepyember following. An attempt was made to pass a res-—
olution instracting the Convention tovgive no support to Clay.
This was a firebrand and it was not adopted until Clay's neme wase
struck out® The National Conyention met in October and nominated
Wiliiam Wirt for the Presidency and Amos Elimaker for she Vice-
Presidency? Wirt nad been chosen as a delegate to the Nation&l
Convention , which place he now resigned? A letter was addressed
to Clay asking his sentiments regarding Masonry. He answered that
such was a personal private opinion and had nothing whatever to do

with a man's fitnees for. office., And so he refused to make his
1. Adams, Memdéirs, VIII., 378,380,
2. Ibid., 380, 393.

3. 1vbid., 40Cl.

4, tpid., 403, 413.

5. 1bid., 443, 416.

6., Niles's Register, XL., 337.

7. ITbid., XLI., 86- ,108-
8. Ibid., 331-
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opinions definitely known?t He was known to be a Mason. He thus

stood in the way of any definite allianee, petween the anti-
liasone and the National Republicans. Politicaliy the natural
thing was for the anti-Masons and the National Hepublicans to

.I.‘
coalesces

Friends of the Administration weee busy. Meetings of
"Cemocratic~Republicans" were held in New York? A ﬁzgfféé of the
democratic-republican republican members of the New York legis-
lature held a meeting at Albany February 3let, 1821, and nomin-
ated Jackson for reelection® The Jackson party was coming to be
known as the Democratic-Republican party as opposed to the Nat—
ional Republican party. In some places, especially in Pennsyl-
vania, the tendency was to speak of Jackson's adherents as Dem—
ocrate? In December 1831 the Senate of Geprgia declared for the
reelection of Jackson by a vote of 65 te O because, (1) he is a
friend of the continuance of the union, (8) he is determined teo
have the national debt extinguished, and hopes under his sec-
ond Administration to place agrioculture, commerce and manufact-
ures on an equal footing, (3)he has done all in his power teo |
secure Georgia in the possession of the territory held by the
Cherokees, (4)he has by his Maysville road bill arres%ed,th@
system of internal improvementa?

During the summer the nullification cloud darkened

the Southern horizon.The nullifiers were beginning to oppose
1. Niles's Register, XL., 360-1,3}. See McCarthy,Anti-Masonic

3. Ibid., XL., 61, 173-4. Party, American Historical
3. Ibid., 136, Association, Report,1903,I,
4, Ibid., 300, 339. 533.

5. Lbid,, XLI., 272.
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dackson} 1t was thought that the tarfff would be the pretext for
the South's desertion of the President? Scuth Carolina was in a
ferment. The 22nd Congress assembled for its first session dn
Uecember 5th, 1831. A session just before an alectkon is natur-
ally very exciting,for parties are anxioﬁs to make political cap-
ital. lhis session was particularly exciting. At the same time it
was one of the most i1mportant in the nation‘s history. Clay had
peen elected to the Senate and now came to the center of the
gstage with all eyes centered upon him, He was there TO manage nis
campalgn personally. The opposition to the Administration, streng-
thened by his magnetic power, was doubly powerful because of his
infammed ambition and his true heatbfelt patriotism., The oppos—
1tion would be strengthened by the defection of Calhoun. As a |
party it at once started out to lessen the public confidence in
the Administration. Jackson, in his annual message3 set forth the
diplomatic achievements of the year previous, declared the fin-
ancial condition of the country tc pe entirely satisfactory, as-
serted that the chief pbusiness of the session would be the tariff.
He said nothing more of the distribution of the surplus revenue
among the States. He reiterated his former recommendation regard-
ing the election of President by the direct vote of the people.
Again he closed with a warning to the united States pank, for the
last time, as it was shown‘by closely following events.

Jackson had appointed his chosen successor, Van buren,

Minister to Great Sritddn. But , by the casting vote of the Vice-

1, Niles's Register, XbL., 1, 104~ ,877.
8. lbid., 428.
3. Richardson, Messages and Papers, II., 544-538.
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President on January 17th, 1833, the Senate rejected the nomin-

ation although Van Buren had already gone abroadl Tne defeat of
Jackson's pet scneme gave warning of a fight in the near future
between the Executiwe and the Legislative Pepartments. This par-
ticular defeat was due to the union of theeopposition?

On January 9th, 1833, the Bank's application for a re-
charter was made in both Hpuses? The sank was the subject of de-
bate covering a period of six months. tie National Republican
convention, in accordance with the call of the Maryland legis-
lature, had met at Baltimore @&n December 1831, and had nomin-
ated ClLay of Kentucky for the Presidency and Sergeant of Penn-
sylvania for the Vice-Pre31denty? In the address issued by this
Convention the Bank question was made a iLeading issue. 1t eu-
logized the Bank as a "great and peneficient institution" which
"by faciiitating exchanges between Qifferent parts of the Union,
and maintaining a sound, ample, and healthy statex of the cur-
rency, may pe said to supply the bedy politie, econénically
viewed, with a continual strecam of}life-ﬁlood, without which 1t
must inevitably languish andéink into exhaustion! Lt declared
that three timee the President nad gone out of nis wap to "con-
gign it, as far as his influence extends, to immediate destruet-
ion" The address made clear that it was thought that his reelect—
ion would mean such destruction. "Are the people of the United
States prepared for this? Are they ready %o destroy one of tueir
most valuablie establisnments to gratify the caprice of a chief

1. Register of Lepates, Viil., 1309.

2. Niies's Register, XLLi., 444.
3. Register of LUepates, Vili., b55-4; Catterall, Second Bank of

4. Niles's Register, the United 8tates, 331-4.
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magistrate who reasons and advises upon a subject, with the

details of which he is evidently unacquainted, in dirett con-
tradiction to his own official counselors?® Clay and Sergeant
were lauded as the great defenders of the Bank} There was, then
a direct clash between the opposition.and the Administration.
lhe bill for rechartering the Bank finally passed the Senate
on July 11th by a vote of 28 to 80? and ¥ the House on July
4th by the vote of 109 to ?6? On the 10th of the same month 1t
was returned vetoed? .in tne veto message Jackson enumerated
the various caious features of the monopoly. This veto was re-—
garded as valuable campaign material by the Natienal Hepubllic-—
ans. Un July lith Webster made a great speech in the Senate

on the veto? He prophesied the direst consequences to the
country unless the people should reverse the judgkment of the
President. €lay followed on the following day with an ener-

? ine cliosing paragraph of his speech which con-

getic harangue
tains the charges in the National Republican indictment againét
Jackson is as follows: "Mr. President, we are about to close
one of the longest and most arduous sessions of Congress under
the present Constitution; and, when we return among our con-
stituents, what account of the operations of their goverhbment
shall we be bound to communicate? We shail ve compelled to say
that the Supreme Court is paralyzed, and the missionaries re-
tained in prison in contempt of its autnerity, and in defiance
of numeromws treaties and laws of tne United States; that the

1. Niles's Register, XLl., 307-et seq.

2. Register of Debates, VIII., 1073.

3. Ibid., 3853.

4, Richardson, lessages and Papers, II., 576-591.

5. Niles's Register, YLIII., 108-12.
6. Ibid., XLIL., 480 .-et seq.
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Executivecthrough the Secretary of the Breasury, sent to Con-
gress a tarifi bill which would have destroyed numerous branch-
es of our domestic industry, and led to the final destruction of
all; that the veto nas been applied to the Bank of the united
gtates; our only reliance for a sound and uniform currency; taat
the Senate had been violently attacked for the exercise of clear-
ly constitutional power; that the House of Representatives has
been unnecessarlyy assailed; and that the President has promul-
gated a rule of action for those who have taken the ocath to sup-
port the Constatmvion of the United States that must, 1f there
be practical conformity to it, introduce general nullif%cation,
amd end in the ab&olute subversion of the government!

S8tevenson of Virginia had been chosen Speaker of the
House in December 1831. He had censtituted the Ways and Means
Committee favewable to free trade and the Committee on Manufact-
ures evenly balanced as between the protectionists and free trad-
ers, with J.Q. Admmse as chairman} On January 9th, 1833, Ciay re-
ported a resoilution vo tvune effect tnat the tariff ought to be |
abolished on articles not coming into competition with similar
artickes made or pooduced at home, except on silks and wines, and
on them ought teo be rcduced% Hayne on January 16th moved that this
be so amended as to declare for a reductibn of the tariff te a
revenue bagig® Debate continued intermittently upon this proposed

amendment until June, wien tue House bill was submitted for con-

currence., Meanwhile the House had been excited over the tagiff.
1. Stanwood, American Tariff® Controversies, l., 68,

4. Hegister of Devates, VILI., 55.

de 1Dide, 77s
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McDuffie on February 8th from the Committee of Ways and Means

made a long report comdemning the system of protectien} The
Committee of Manufactures was thus forestalled. But before thie
bill from the Ways and Means Committee was taken up for discuss~-
ion t.ere was another report and bill from the Committee on
Manufactures. Adams explained that the report and bill was based
on & report and bill emanating from $he Secretary of the Treas-
ury. The “Globe’ said that the proposed modification ¢f<the tariff
was "predicated on tne salutary principles avowed by eur ven-
erable President and in the patriotic spirit of reconciliation
recommended by him"™. Protectionists were violently opposed to the
bill. They saw that if such was the President's notien df a
"judicious" tariff that he might henceforth be regarded as an
open enemy. Adams stated that the report was the expressien of
his views only, and that none of the committees had approved all
of it except he himself. While the report in general favored pro-
tection Adame at one place went counter to the accepted tensét of
all protectionists when ne contended tnat the ultimate efiegt of
raising tne autlos.was not to reduce the cost of the domestic
article. His bill was however a fair compromise and it was to a
large extent adopted. Thenfollowed nuliification in South Car-
olina. Clay contended that the Dbill éffirmed the principle of
protection and this was the opinion of South Carelina. Through
it thier burdens were lightened, yet they saw a continuance of
the principle of protection?

1. senton, Abriagement of Bepates, Xi., o578-9. :
2. Ac.ount vased un otanwoed, American rarifi Controversies, I.,

3v0-87; Niles's Hegister, XLII., 417.




(123)
rhe National Republican address had declared that

Jackson could not be reiied upon as a friendpf the tariff. It
declared that "by avowing his apprebation of a judicious tariff,
and at the same time recommending to Congress precisely the

same policy which nad been adopted as the best plan of attack
by the opponents of that measure" he had proved his inconsistent
and vacillating oourso} The tarift was another issue in the
campalgn between the two cnief parties in the field.

The question of internal improvements did not form such
an important issue as one might expect whilld have been the case.
During the first session under Jackson sucn had promised to be
very impeortant. out at tne second session Jackson had signed
some internal 1mproveﬁent bills,zand this had had the effect of
reassuring tne friends of sucn meagurea® Resolutions were passed
1n Pennsylvania (legislature) against nuliification and for in-
ternal 1mpr¢vaments? in Missuuri at a Jackson convention an ad-
dress was 1sse&d 1n wnicn 1t was shown that Jackson nhad spent
more money for internal improvements fhan Adams had done® Talk
was heard i0of the reformed judgement of the President because ne
nad signed some 1internal improvement bil¢a§ The questiam of the
veto was more important than that of internal improvements in
the campaign.

The Jackson Convention met in paltimore on May 2lst,

18383 Tne committee to wnich was assigned the duty of preparing

an addrees from the Convention to the people reported that ;ngy
1. Niles's Regieter, XLI., 310.

2. lbid., XL., 58.

3. Ibid., 335<6. ; 6. Lpid., 355.

4., Ibid., 56. | 7. Ibid., 334.

5. Ibid,, XLIi., 40, rY, Bl4-o.
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agreed "fully in the principles and sentiments which they be~

liewe ought to be embodied in an address of this description",
but they nevertheless advised that the several delegations to
tne Convention,in piace of a general address to the people of
tne United States,should make such explabations by address or
otherwise to their respective constitubnts% Thisg was an artful
way of enabling the adherents of yackson to proclaim Jaekserkim
in one part of the country as an advocate of one thing and in
another part as an advocate of anotner. The members of tne Cone
vention no doubt saw tnat ény utterance regarding the bank might
lose for them Pennsylvania, and that the adoption of a platform
whthout reference to the bank would be absurd. Jackson's course
in vetoing vue pank recnarter bill had already injured him in
Pennsylwania. Early in 1831 a resolution regommending a renewal
of the charter of the Bank pf the United States passed the MHINEE
Senate of Pennsylvania unanimougsy and the rHouse almost unanim-
oualy? And after the vetho many meetings were held condemning }
Jackson for u.s course? He had however secured such a hold on
the people of that State that many wer@rbound that they would
vote for him bank or no bank? It was good politics am one gen-
erally understands politics for the Jackson party ¢to leave thne
proclamation of its principles to the discretion of the local
aelegations. Jackson had secured a huld on the people because he

was the people's man, and because, of course, of his military

record., 10 alienate them it would requirelindeed despoTism On
L. Niles's Register, XLIl., 335-6.

2. ibid., XL., 73.

3. Ibid., xLil., 374-5.

4, Ibtd., 394, 406-
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the part of the President. If he had begun o act despotic the
thing 1Oor n1s campalgn managers to do was to plind the real is-
sues cven to tne extent of misrepresentation.

During tne summer vne tendency was tor tune Anti-Masons
ana vue National Republicans to unite whenever they could. 1ln
Ohio the National Republicans withdrew their candidate for gov-
ernor and endorsed the Anti-Masonic candidate! The Anti-Masons
in turn withdrew their candidates for electors od President and
VicexPresident and inaersed those of the National Republicans,
thuugh they said this was not meant as lending any support to
Clay? In Pennsylvania the National Repubiilcans adopted the "anti-
masonic and anti-Jackson"ticket for electors and withdrew tneir '
own ticket though they said in so doing they were not abandoning
Tlay and Sergeant. They expressed themselves as believing that tiee
candidates thus urged would vote for the man in opposifian to
Jackson who with thneir exertions might have a plurality of the

voters of the Union?

A similar "coalitien" occurred in lNew York.

The National Republicans adépted the Anti-Masonic candidates for

gbvernor, lieuten&nt-governor and the whole ticket for electors

of President and Vice-President. These nad been made Dy Tirer Antil-

Masons purposely acceptaoie to tne national Republicans. Certain

of the Jackson papers ranted against this cealition? The National

Republicane assetbed that thedr purpose was 10 put down the reg-
, 5

ency in New York and the election of Jackson and Van Suren, In

l, niles's hHegister, XLII1l., 53.

20 lDlCl., .L!—J&-Hl . A

4. lbid,, 118, 1386-7.

4. 1bid,., XLII., 339, 418.
5. lbid., 403, (199,%39)
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the three States then where the Anti-Masons were most powerful

they united with the National Republicans and voted a fusion
ticket.

Lthe result of the election showed that Jackson still
had a wondgrful hold on the people. Niles said that two questions
had been settled because of the reelection of Jackson; (1) the
right of Congress to appropriate money for internal improvements
is generalliy denied, (3) tne unconstitutionality and inexpedien-
cy of the Bank of the United States is affirmed. He said that

the question of a protective tariff remained fairly debatable.’

the 224

The attention of tne iast session of/ Congress was
given largely to tue variff. South Carelina during the summer of
1832 was rebellious. On November 34th a Convention called by her
legislature passed an Ordinance of Nullificatien which declared
all acts imposing dutied on foreign commodities unauthoriéed by
the Constitution and nuli and veia within the himits of South
Carolinal Jackson, in his tfourth annual message8 referred to the
diplomatic relations ofnmthe country, congratulated Congress and
the people upon the proxtémate extinction of the public deot,
as.etted that such extinction would call for a reduction in the
revenue, recommended the congideration of the advisability of
reducing the protective tariff, stated that in one quarter of the
Union an oppositiom to the rewenue laws had arisen which threat-
ened to thwart their execution if not to endanger the integrity
of the Union, and gave notice that he would at once infurm Con-

L. Houston, Nullification in South Carolina, 109-12.

3. Richardson, Messages and Papers, Il., 591-606.
3., Niles's Register, XLIII.,6177.
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gress should the exigency arise rendering the execution of the
laws impracticable. ‘le announced that the Bank had made arrange-
ments whereby the government might be deprived of the use of the
public runds longer than had been anticipated and recommended

dn investigation in order to determine whether public deposits
were safe in the Bank. He called attention to the disposal of the
public lands, again dealt wﬁtn tne subject oI internal improve-
ments, the method of choosing President and Vice-Rresident, and
the tenure of offices in general.Adams assetted that this message
went to dissolve the Union 1nto 1te originali elements. It 1s,

ne said, a qomplete gurrender to tne nuliifiers of South garolinat

2 was issued in which he

On December 10th Jackson's proclamation
said it was his duty to enforse the laws, and since the oppositien
appeared impoeing he would indicate the course he intended to
pursue. He declared that the doctrine of State veto was absurd.

He indicated nls views in a special message5 to Congress on Jan-
uary loéth, 1833. He described the condition of affairs, declared
that the Crnstitution was competent for its own defense, and
asked for author.ty to alter or abolish certain ports of entry
and to use the regular ammy and navy and militia %o protect the
customs officers in the dmscharge of their duties. Un January
2lst, 1833, the Force Bill was reported, the purposeaf which was
to giver the Precsident the powers asked for? This called forth

memorable speeches by Calhoun and Webster. m o
1. Adams, Memoirs, Viil., 503. . '

3. Richardson, Messages and Papers, 1I., 840-856.

3. lbid., 610-33.

4, Register of Debates, 232d COng:,Bd gess., 150.
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Meanwhile the subject which was at the base of all hhe

nuliification trouble was being discussed. Un December 38th, 1833
Verplanck reported a rather radical freé—trade bill% On Feb-
ruary 13th, 1833, in the Senate Clay presented a bill intended to
be a compromise? He had seen that the tariff was not a means of
gecuring tne Presidency and he was ready, from patriotic motives
no aoubt, to act as the pacificator petwesn the sections. He
declared that his pmrpose was two-fold, to save the tariff and

to conciliate South Carolina. On the 30th the Force Bill passad
the Senate® On the 26th the Compromise tariff bill, essentially

Clay's, was substituted in the House?

since tariff bills by the
Constitution must originate in the House of Representatives.
On March 1st this bill passed the Sonates and on the sgame day the
House passec the Force Bill? Both went to the President and were
signed by him on the following dayz and thus as has been said was
bound up together the "rod and the olive branch". Clay had fath-
ered a puolic lands bill which he claimed as part of the com- '
promige. bBut tals was pocket-vetoed by the President gna Clay was
left out as was often the case?

Clay for the course ne pursued regarding the tariff was

denounced oy many of the protectionists as a traitor to tne cause.

But 1t was out of no love for vne Adminlstratlon oI bggause of a
L. Heglster of Lebates, 2and Congress, od sess., 2@ Y36.

3. Loid., 463-83.

. lbia., 688,

. Lpid., 1780-1816.

1D1d0 ), 787“8@9-

ipid., 1903-4. i

U.S. Statutes at Lagge, IV., 693 ,or 633-

Register of Debates, 33 Cong., lst sess., 14-18.

N0k »
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los: o1 nis faith in the cause of protection that caused him to

do as he did. He was actuated by a supreme desire to alilay the
danger which sec2med imminent. As the "Great Pacificator" he ap-
peared at his best. Ag an 1mmediate result of the compromise
sarifi the Nullification cloud began to vanish. On March 15th
the South Carolina Convention rescinded the Ordinance of Nﬁil-
ification, but three days later issued a final triumphant shot
by adoptiug an Urdinance annuling the Force Act% Nuliification
disappeared Irom the scene of action and Left the field clear
for a reorganization of forces. But as it slowly stalked away it
uttered a promise in the form of the ordinance annuling the
Force Act, to return again. 1t came again twenty years iater‘as
1t gave promise of doing, and found a fairly well organized
Whig Party. Lt is needless 1o say that returning with renewed
vigor 1t was able to destroy that which in teaving it had per-
mitted to take form. Within a year after the scare had passed

over, the Whig Party in fact and in name had been moulded.
I..0ouston, nullification of South Carolina, 130-z.




(130)

CEAPTER VIII.
THE PARTY REBORN AND CHRISTENED THE "WHIG PARTY."™

On the day after the President signed the
Compromise Tariff @ct and the Foree @et the House adopted
e resolution by & vote of 109 to 46 declaring that the
government deposits might‘befsafely continued in the
Bank of the United States.t .But Jackson was bent on
removal. During the summer he sent Amos XKendall, one
of his henchmen, on & mission or visitation in order to
sscertain the banks thet would be willing to keep the
public money.2 On the 18th day of September Jackson read
a paper to the cabinet, which had been prepared by Taney,
in whiol his reasons for the removal were fully set
forth.3 Tittle did it matter to him whether the cabinet
members approved or not. On the 20th the "Globe" an-
nounced that on or before October 1st deposits”of the

public money would cease to be made in the United States

Bank and would begin to be made in certain State banks.4

Duane, Secretary of the Yreasury, attempted to thwart
Jackson's purpose by refusing to order the removal of the
deposits or to resign. Whereupon Jackson curtly dismissed

his Secretary.i Taney at once became secretary of the

Treasury and on Skptember 26th he issued orders for

rsmova1.5

1922.
Debates, 22nd Cong.azd Sess.,
1§?gi§§§:sz§r, ﬂiatoéy ot the United States,sgg., 188
%. Richardson, llegsages anl Papers, s 18 O L
4. Mester, History of the United States., iy
5: %@cdonald, 9elect Documents, 1776-1861, 395-300.
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The 23d Congress met on December 24, 1833,
Andrew Stevenson was re-elected Speaker of the House of
Representatives on the first ballot.l oOn the following
day the President sent his annual message to COngress,8
in which he explained the removal of the deposits on the
ground of the Bank's pernicious sctivity in polities.
On the same day Taney, in & letter addressed to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, gave a full
statement of the reasons for the removal of the pﬂbiic
deposites from the Bank of the United stétes.3 1d”
this he showed that the Secretary of the Treasury had‘
the right to remove the deposits and that such course
at this timé was expedient. On the day followiilg tie
delivery or these remarkable documents, Jackson took
the extreaordinary course of sending & veto message %o
the new Congress of a bill that had passed at the
end of the last Seesion.4 This was Clay's pet public-
land bill which provided for the di stribution pro rate
semong the States of the proceeds of the public lands.
It had passed Congress by suech & majority as to indicate

thet it might have secured & two-thirds vote, so that
1f the President had then vetoed it it is quite probable

that it might have passed OoVer his veto. But by pocket
vetoing the measure he efrectively killed it. And now

1. Register of Debates, 234 Cong., 1st Sess. 2136

19-35
. dson's Messages and Papers, IIt., .
g. %tgggier of Debateé, %4 Cong. 1st Sess.,(Appendlx) 59-68

4. TRicherdson, Messages and Papers, I1II., 56-69.
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in his message he attempted to excuse his action by
saying that he had not had time to consider the bill be-
fore the adjournment of Congress. This gave Clay another
personal grievance. The House could be relied upon to
support the Administration. Niles analyzed the parties
in Congress as follows; (1) the Jackson party proper,
(2) the Jackson-Van-Buren perty, (3) the Jackson-anti-
Van Buren perty, (4) the anti-Jackson perty, (5) the
nullifying amd anti-Jackson party, (6) the anti-Masonic
and anti-Jackson party. In the House he said the first
three named amounted to about 140, while the last three

amouhted to about 100,%

but in the Senate the me jority
was against the President. TUnder such circumstances
Clay began the task of upholding the legislative de-
partment which, it seemed to many, had been cringing
before the Executive department. As soon as the veto
of the land bill reached Congress Cley gave vent to his
gtored up wrath.? He had claimed the measure as a part
of tke compromise arranged with the Nullifiers and now he
inveighed against the President as having withheld the
pill arbitrarily and unconstitutionally, anl because of
which Congress, especially the Senate, was deprived of
i1ts constitutionsl right of pessing on the bill. He

1. Niles'Register, XLV., 228+
2. Register of bebates, 234 Cong., 1st Sess. 14-18.
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declared that such despotism ought mot to be tolerated.
This was merely a foretaste of what was to
conc. On December 10th he seid that he desired to find
out who it was that had ordered the removal of the de~
posits and he-moved the following resolution: "That
the President of the United States be requested to
inform the Senste whether a paper, under date of the
18th day of September, 1833, purporting to have been
read by him to the heads .of the several derertments,
relating to the deposits of the publie momey in the
treasury of the United States, and alleged to have been
published by his suthority, be genuine or not; ami, 1if
it be genuine, that he be &lso requested to cause &
copy ot the said paper to be laid before the ;‘ena‘be.' 1
Clay of course kmew that the paper was genufine, but he
was looking for an opportunity to strike the President
a blow. On the next day the resolution wes adopted
by & vote of 23 to 18.2 But on the day following this
vote the President struck back: "fhe Executive 1s &

co-ordinate and independent branch oI the Government
equally with the Senate; and I have yet to learn under

what constitutional anthority that branch of the

Legislature has & right to require of me an eccount of

1. Register of Debates, 234 Cong. 1st Sess., 27.
g, Ibid., 37.
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any communication, either verbally or in writing, made

to the heads of departments acting as a cabinet councilJMt
Clay regarded the blow as & mere feint, and on the 26th
of December he introduced his famous resolutzons of cen~
sure.2 They were as follows: (1)“That, by dismissing
the late Secretary of the Treasury, because he would not,
contrary to his sense of his own duty, remove the money
of the United sStates in deposit with the Bank of the
United States amd its branches, in conformity with the
President's opinion; enmd by appointing his successor to
effect such removal, which had been done, the Presidemt
has assumed the exercise ot a power over the Treasury

of the United States, not granted to him by the consti-
tution apd laws, and dangerous to the liberties of the
people™; (2)7That the reasons essigned by the Secretary
of the Treasury tor the removal of the money of the United
Stgtes, deposited in the Bank of the United 3tates and
its branches, communicated to Congress on the 34 day of
December, 1833, are unsatisfaetory and insurriciqnt."
Cley's long speech on the resolutions was very violent
against Jac‘kson.a He sccused tvhe President of "open, pal-

peble, and daring usurpation.™ He declared that after

1. Register of Debates, 23d Cong. 1st. Sess., 37

2. Ibid., 58-9
3. 1Ibid., 59-94
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Jackson had secured all the other powers of the govern-
ment, executive, legislutive, aml judicial, he had
Pinally seized the publie purse, as Caesar seized the
treasury of Rome. In his peroration he declared: "The
premonitory symptoms of despotism are upon us; and if
Congress do not apply en instantaneous and effective
remedy, the fatal cellapse will scon come on, and we shall
die--base, mean, end abject slaves; the scorn am contenpt
of mankind, unpitied, unwept, and unmournedl™ An im-
mense crowd had gathered to hear Clay. At the conclu~
gion of his speech they became 80 enthusiasﬁic that it
wes necessary to order the galleries to be cleared.l
Calhoun vied with Clay in an effort to out do
him in vituperation and his ettorts were attended with &
remarkable show of success.® He, with Clay, said that the

question in its true light was a struggle on the part of

the Txecutive to seize the power of Congress, and %o unite
in the President the sword am the purse. He declared

that the plundering of the Romen treasury, with sword in
hand, was a virtuous act as compared with the recent con~
duct of Jackson. "The actors in our case", he declared,
"are of a different character--artful, cunning, am corrupt

politicians, and not fearless werriors. They have entered

1. Register of Debates, 234 Cong. 1st Sess., 94.
2. Ibid., 206--223.
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the treasury, not sword in hand, as public plunderers,
but, with the false keys of sophistry, as pilferers,
under the sitlence of midnight. The motives and the ob-
ject are the same, varied in like manner by circumstences
end character. 'With money I will get men, and with men
money' was the maxim ot the Roman plunderer. 'With money
we will get partisans, with partisans votes, and with
votes money,' is the maxim of our pubiic pilferers.™
Webster also spoke in decided oppositien to the President’'s
oourse.1 On February b5th, 1834, the second resolution
offered by Clay and the report &f the Secretary of the
Treasury were rererred to the Finance Committee.z Finally
on March 29th the resolution as reported bask by the
Finance Committee was adopted by the vote of 28 to 18,5
in the following form: "That the reasons assigned by the
Secretary of the Treasury for the removal of the money

of the United States, deposited in the Bank of the United
States and its branches, commnicated to Congress on

the 4th day of December, 1833, are unsatisfactory and in-
gufficient.” On the same day the first resolution offered
by Clay was modified to read as follows: "That the
President, in the late executive proceedings in rela-
tion to the public revenue, has assuned upon himselt
enthority ami power not conferred by the constitution

Regis ter of Debates, 23d Cong. lst Sess., 46¢-67-T4;,-84,-85.

2. Ibid., 466
3. Ibid., 1187
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and laws, but in derogavion of both." In this form
it was passed by a vote of 26 to 20.1

Two weeks later on April 1bth Jackson sent
to the Senute an elaborate Protest.® He declared thsat
the resolution ot censure was unconstitutionsl am that
it was necessary for the President to vindicate him-
self. He contended that the Legislative department was

gstepping over ive bouunds, asserted thu v he had been ac=

cused and found guilty of an iupeechable offense, but in
en entirely unconstitutional way, and he asked that the
Protest be entered on the Journal. Before the ve_‘tei'was
taken Webster made & powerful speech against the fresi-—.
dent's coureo,sin which he endeavored to vindicate the
Senate's right to pass the resolution of censure end 1n,
which he plead, as an sable advocate, for the preservation
of the Senate's rights against the onslaughts of Executive
usurpation. PFinally, efter three weeks had been teken
up in debating the question whether the Protest should be
entered on the Journal, the question was disposed of on
May 7th by the passage of four resolutions, each by the
vote of 27 to 16.4 They were in sustance as follows:
(1) That the Protest asserts powers as belonging to the

1. Register of Debates, 234 Cong., 1st Sess. 1187
2. 3Ybid., 1317—~1336

%, Lbid., 1711-—12.

4, Ibid., 1663—169D.
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President inconsistent with the just authority of the
two Houses of Congress, and with the United Stétes
Constitution; (2) That the President has no right to
gend & protest to the Senate against any of its pro-
ceedings anl request the Senate to enter such on its

J.ournal; (3) That such is & breach of the privileges
of the Senate, and that it be not entered om the Journal.

As will be seen later the Protest had an important in=-
fluence on the politics of the day.

Meanwhile the Senate and the President were
having other troubles. On December 17th, 1835, Jackson
nominated Jas. A. Bayard, Peter Wagner, Henry D. Gilpin,
John T. Sullivan, and Hugh licElderry é;glgovernment
Directore in the United States Bank for the year 1834.1
On January 21st the Senate consented td the nomination of
Bayard,z but on February 1llth a resolution to inquire
into the fitness of the others was voted down,z aml on
the 27th the nominations were rejected.5 Jackson, de=
termined not to be thwarted in his purposes, againg
gsent their names in to the Senate Mareh 11th in a message

vindicating their conduct, eulogizing their charscter,

£
and protesting againet their rejection by the Senate.

1. Register of Debates, 233 Cong., 1lst Sess., (Appendix) 369

2. Ibia., 310
3., Ibid 310-11.
4, 1Ibid., 311-13.
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But with commendable independence the Senate again re-

jected them May 11th by a vote of 30 to 11.1

It is thus evident that Jackson met with
gtubborn resistance in the Senate. But in the House he
controlled & majority. On @ecember 13th, 1833, a memorial
from the Government Directors of the United States Bank

was presented to the House.? It stated that the Bank
had sought to deprive the Directors for the Government

of every right conferred on them by the charter, and to
assume to themselves "& secret, irresponsible, and un-
limited power". On December 18th, Horace Binney of

Thiledelphia presented to the House of Representatives
a memorial from the President and Directors of the Bank

of the United States.’ This dccument stetes thab the
custody of the public moneys was & part of the original
contract between the Bank egnd the government, that the
Bank had performed iis part of the contract, that the
order of the Secretary of the Treasury had broken the
contract, anl the Bank agked the House for redress.
This, along with other memorials, was referred to the
Cormittee on Ways ami Meens of which Polk, who led the
Democrats, was chairman. On April 4th the committee

reported to the House and the House sdopted its findings.4

1. Register of Debates 233 Cong., 1st Sess., %16.
5.  Tbid., 2181; Pt. 4, (Appendix) 82-94.

3. TIbid., Pt. 2, 2207—2220.

4. Ibid., Pt. 3, 24T ~-34TT .
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It was resolved by a vote of 134 to 82 that "the Bank
of the United States ought not +to be ré—chartered";
by 118 to 103 "that the public deposits ought not to

be resored"; by 117 to 105 “hat Btate banks ought to

be continued as the places of deposit™; and by 175 to

42 that a select committee should be appointed to make

an exanination of the Bank's affairs and an inyestigation
of the reasons for the commercial paniec. The committee
wae accordingly appointed. But the Bank successfully
frustrated all the efforts made to investigatey its books,
by refusing to submit such for the inspection of the
committee. The majority of the committee reported to
the House on May 224" their failure, end submitted reso-
lutions declaring that the Bank hed thus contemned the
legitimate authority of the House, that either house

may compel the production of any such paper or books

as had been called for, and mey compel the President and
Directors of the Bank to testify to such interrogatories
as night be necessary to a full understanding of the
Bank, and that the Speaker of the House issue a warrant
to the Sergeant-at-Arms for the arrest of the President
end Directors and for bringing them to the bar of the

House to smswer for contempl of its lawful suthority.

The minority of the cormittee reported on the same day.

1. Register of Debates, 234 Cong., 1st Sess., Pt. 4 187-193,

20 Ibid-‘ ’ 193"”205-



(141)

This report justified the Directors in every particular. .

The motion of the majority was never acted on.

On January 24, 1834, the commissioner of pensions
ordered the Bank to give up the books, accounts, and
funds relating to pensions disbursed under the act of
June 7th, 1832.1 But the Bank refused to bo sny such
thing.z And so on the 4th day of February Jackson, in
a veritable rage, sent a message to Congress compleining

3

of the Bank's action. The Senate of course decided

that the Bank was right g#d Jackson wrong,4 while the
House decided that Jackson was right and the Bank
wrong.5

Congress adjourned June 7th, leaving the
President as much master of the field as he had been at
the beginning of the session. The seesion was a rema rk-
able one nevertheless,--the most remarkable ever held
within the walls of the Capitol perhaps. It was indeed
the "panic session", so-called because of the great
cormercial panic which had the country within its crushing
grip. The trouble was due largely to the fight on the
Bank. The 2ank autrorities were fully cognizant of the
temper of Jackson and his allies. Since the institution
had come to & point where it expected it might have to

1. Executive Documents, 78, 223 Conz., 1lst Sess., 23.

2. Register of Debates, 25d Cong., 1st Sess., (&ppendix) 108-10
3. Ibid., 101-2

4. Senste Documents, 92, 234 Cong., 1st Sess.

5. House Reports, 263, 23d Cong., 1st Sess.
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g0 out of business in March 1836 it was only nsatural
thatlit should begin to diminish its operations. It
begen its operationsbf curtaiiment on August 13th, 1833,
and closed effectually July 11th, 1834, &and cloéed entirely.
on September 16th, 1834.1 The total conmtraction through
the reduction of discounts, threugh restrictions on drawing of
bills of exchange, thruugh the collection of balancea
against State banks, through the restrictions placed on
the receipt of State bank notes, and through the hoarding
of specie, amounted to a reduction of the Barnk's busi-
ness from August 1lst, 183%, to August lst, 1834, of
probably over twenty-five million dollars.z. The bank
was placed in an impregnable position, therebdy, while
the county suftered severely.5 Pressure constently in-
creased from September 1833 to May 1834. By December
of 1833 laborers were being discharged because pf their
employers could not prosure credit.é In January failures
of business houses and banks began, comtinuing without
intermission until June.5 May, however, marked the cul-
minstion of the distress. In the issue of "Niles's
hegister" for May R4th the editor says: "We have never
seen or felt anything like the present pressure, and it is
1. Csatterall, Becond Bank of the U. S., 3144 cSenate
Documents., 17, 23C., 1ls., 16-18
2. Ibid., 314~325.
3. Ibid., 325~6

4. TNiles's Register, XLV., 265
5. Ibid., 309, 375, 390, 393; XILVl; 5,65,96,113,117,2345.
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becoming every day Worse'and worse."l By the middle

og July money was more plentiful;z Throughout a large
part of the session of 1833-4 distress ruled the countyy.
Distress petitions and memorials literally flowed into
Congress. There were in fact 223 petitions in 811, of
which 52 approved the removal of the deposits, and 171
asked for their restoration to the Bank of the United
States.5 The blame for the existing conditions was not
definitely fixed. The Bank, in answer to charges that
it was to blame, each time would retor that the Adminis-
tration was responsible for the distress, end it prefaced
every movement towards contraction by a reference to the
sins of the President.? At first the Administration
denied the distress. ILater, when such a stand would
have been manifestly absurd, the Administration and its
partisens allcged that the Bank and ifs partisans were
freming up evidence of such conditions.5 It was true
that the supporters of the Bank were glad of the oppor-
tunity offered for representing to the people the de-
plorabic conditions of the country. In fact Nicholas
Biddle and the Directors were confident that they would

6
be able to Torce a re-charter. On Januery 14th, 1834,

1. XNiles's Register, XLV., 20a

2. Ibid., 346

%. Parton's Jackson, IIIL., 546.

4. Catterall, Second Bank of the United States, 328.
5. Benton, Thirty Years Vicw, I., 421.

6. Catterall, 24 Bank, 331.
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Clgy wrote to Francis Brooke as follows: "What is
doing in your legislature about the deposits? We
want all aid here on that subject which cen be given
us from Richmond. What has been done there has been
of immense service to us." 1 On February 1l0th, he again
wrote to Br®oke. "The debate on the deposits continues,”™
he said, "- - - - - - - =4 Our city is full ot dis-
tress committees. The more the better." 2.

BExecitement was at a high pitch. Benton ssaid:

"T4 will be difficult for people in after times to realise
the degree of excitement, of agitation and commotien

which was produced by this organized attempt to make
panic and distress. The great cities especially were the
gcene of.commotions but 1little shoxrt of frenzy.'s One
morning in the Senate Clay enacted a remarkable scene.

On Mareh 7th, 1834, he was speaking in support of referring
a memorial from Philadelphia mechanics after a calmer
effort had been made by Tebster. puring his speech he
delivered an apostmphe.‘4 "o you, sir,"™ exclaimed the
orator, eddressing Van Buren, the Vice-President,"- -

- - - - I meke the eppeal. By your official end personal
relations with the President, you neintain with him an

intercourse which I neither enjoy nor ¢ovet, GO to and

1. Cley, Life and Torks, I¥., zb-"1.

2. Ibida., 377. ,
. Benton, Thirty Years View, I., 42].

(7)4. Register of Debates,X.,Pt.l,
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tell him the actual condition or his bleeding countryy
Tell him that it is nearly ruined by the measures which
he has beeninduced to put into operations. ----- -
—————— Tell him that in a single city -bankrupticies
involving & loss of upwards of fifteer millions of dollars
have occurred. Tell him of the alarming decline‘in.thé
value of all property, of the depreciation of all pro-
ducts of industry, of ﬁhe stagnation in every branch

of business, and of the close of numerous manufacturing
establishments which a few short months ago were in
sctive 'and flourishing operation. Depiet to him, if
'you cam,find& lenguage to protray, the heart-rending
wretchedness of thousands of working classes cast out

of employment., Tell him of the tears of helpless
widows, no longer able to earn their bread, and of unclad and
unfed orphans who have been driven, by his policy outb

of the busy pursuits in which but yesterday they were
gaining an honest livelihoods - - - = - Entreat him,"

he finally added, "to pause, and to Yeflect that there
ig & point beyond which human endurance cannot go end
1zt him not drive this brave, generous, and patriotic
people to madness end despair.”™ Colonel Benton records
"that during the delivery of this spostrophe, the Vice-

President maintained the utmost decorum, looking resped

1.
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fully and even innocently, at the speaker a1l the

while, as 1f treasuring up every word he said, to be
feithfully repeated to the President™, then after the
speech was finished, having called a senétor to the

chair he went up to Clsy "for a pinch of his fine maccaboy
snuff", and having received it walked calmly away.l

This speech was taken earnestly in some parts of the

country, snd at a great meeting at Philadelphia it was

resolved "that Martin Van Buren deserves, and will de-
serve the execrations of all good men, should he shrik
from the responsibility of conveying to Andrew Jackson,
the message sent by the Honorable Henry Clay, when the
builders memorial was presented to the Senate".2 The
grand jury of Davidson County, North Carolina, presented
Andrew Jackson for "his arbitrary, despotic and uncon-
stitutional conduct, in seizing the public money"™, "his

3
haughty and kingly deportment™, etc. On the other

hend Jackson's supporters assailed the Senate as an
Oligarchic institution ettempting to overthrow the
Executive. The "Pennsylvanian™ thought ths Senate
dhould be altered or abolished.,® Gossip hed it that
the President would issue a proclamation sgainst the

denate if it should refuse to receive his Protest and

1. Benton, Thirty Years View, I., 420
2, Niles's Register, XILVI., 93.

3. Ibid., 155-6

4, Ibid., 131.
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thet a gathering was making in Washington to support
him in "certain ulterior measures“.l HMcDuffie in s
speech at Baltimore referred to such reports and was
wildly cheered when he declared "that 10 days after
the entrance of the soldiers into the Senate chamber,
to send the Senators home, that 200,000 volunteers

would be in Washingtonﬁz

The time was ripe for & new alligmnment of
parties. The excitement reached to almost every nook
of the county, It was only natursl that the outburst
of popular indignation should first break upon the
Administration. Such ié generaly the case. This
fact coupled with the real provocation for populer
protest, which Jackson had undoubtedly given, made
conditions especially favorable. Now,if ever,was the
time for a common bond of sympathy to bind an incongruous
- combination into an apparent unRiy. Tow was the
opportune time for the party boxrn in 1825 to experience
& re-birth and to go forth with renewed strength and
virility to wrestle with "King Andrew". The political
elements of the country had been too long hindered in
their onward flow by a triple division and they now be-

gan to turn back into two definite and distinet parties.

We have noticed in & former chapter events which tended

to this confluence; the nullification trouble which had

1. Niles's Register, XLVI., 145,
2. XYbid., 146.
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alienated South Carolina and many all over the South,

the election of 1832~3 in which there was & fusion of
Netional Republicans and Anti-Masons in some of the

States/ This election really sounded the death kmell

of the National Republicans end the Anti-Masons, for it
told effectually the fact that the Anti-Masonic ship

would fleee from Clay, in their eyes a true Seylla, because
of his views regarding masonry, es—se~petitical—tosuwe.

In short ncither the Anti-Masons or the National Repub-
licans could bring themselves to the place where they
would ve willing to unite under the banner of the other.
There was wanting a new glogan, a new flasg, & new name under
which all those who were opposed to the Administration
could unite. In the way of real and enduring national
issues there was little to prevent such & union., The
tariff had been taken out of politics by the Compromise

of 1833, internal improvements were no longer a factor

to be considered, the Bank was doomed it was pretty certain,
though it was necessary for the oppesition te pose as
being favorable to it, since the Administration was so
bitterly against the Bank end since the Bank controversy

was largely responsible for the crisis of the time.

Yhat was there then to hinder a re~birth upon the para-

mount issue of Executive usurpation, the relation which

the BExecutive should bear to the Legislative departments
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Jackson's op-onents
It was an easy matter for/ﬁﬁgm'to meke & party om

such an issue aml postpone financial end other policies
until power should be entrusted to them.

One of the most important consideration in
forming such a party is the choice of & name. Just
when or where the nasme Whig was suggested has been a
matter of some doubt, Nathan Sargent asserts that he
suggested the name and upon the suggestion the name
ceme to be adopted.l He relates that a nuﬁber of gen-
tlemen were about to begin the publication of a tri-
weekly political paper, to be called thel"star Spangled
Banner"™ and that he suggested to Joseph MeIlvaine,
recorder of Philadelphia, tﬁat it would be well to drop
thet name snd substitute one which would appeal "to the
patriotic sympathy of the masses™. lcllvaine replied-

that they had no such name. Whereupon Sargent suggested
the term "Whig", the name by which the petriots of the

Revolution were known. McIlvaeine, he says, concurred
with the suggestion snd at his request Sargent wrote
an article for the first number of the®Star Spangled
Banner", February 1llth, 1834, proposing the change.

From thet time the paper designated the opposition

party as "Whigs"., The paper wes sent to every member

1. Sargent, Public llen end Events, I., 262.
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of Congress of any prominence during the rest of the
session, end soon the term VWhig was generally adopted.l
It is certain that by April 12th, 1832 the opponents of
the Administration in New York and Connecticut were known
as "Whigs", and that they called. their opponents by
the offensive name of “Tories“.2

The election in New York city was held on
April 9th, 10th, and 11lth. Great excitement prevailed.
Niles records that "the parties seem to have been en-

gaged in a death struggle: the public officers amd

all their dependents, with the friends of the gemeral
and state governments, on the one side--and the merchants

and traders and mechanics, and opponents of the gemeral
and state governments on the other’ "There was & grest

deal of confusion at the polls.3 During the three days
the "Whigs" had a miniature frigatq, "Comstitution”,

which they drew through the streets.4 This frigate
"Constitution” was destined to occupy an important
place in other Whig meetings. It was a very effective

way of expressing the one great issue of the campaign--
a popular way of expressing the belief that the Con-

stitution was at stake. The immediate result of the

election was to place all the municipal power of the city

1. $argent,Public Men and Events,I.,363.
2, Niles's Register, XLVI., 101.

3, Ibid., 100-1.

4, 7Ibid., 116.



(151)

in the hands of the anti-Jackson party.l Immediately
following the eleection & very large publiec meeting was
held in Philadelphia "to compliment the 'Whigs' of
New York on the late victory gained by them."™ The
resolutions alluded "to the recemt triumph of the
friends of the constitution in New York"™. Great

L WA 2
enthusiasm manifested i%seetrf.” A grand "Whig" salute

A
of 100 guns was fired on the common at Boston when the

news of the viectory in New York was heard and a general
meeting of the people was called.3 An immense multitude
of people partook of & collation in Castle Garden,

New York to celebrate the victory. Among the cere-
monies waé the firing of a salute from the miniature
frigate "Constitution".4 About & week arter these
meetings & vast concourse estimuted -at 50,000, attend-
ing from various States, met near Philadelphia as a
rallying "to support the constitution"™ end "in honor
of the lute Whig victory at New York"™. A large dele-
gation was present Prom New York anmi they brought

with them the frigate "Constitution™. At the close of

the meeting nine cheers were give for the "Whigs of

New York".5 'In Commeéticut the Whigs won in the

election, an election which "Warmed the people inte

1. Niles'Regieter, XLVI., 115.
2. Ihid., 116

% %dem 1
iSo
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action", T Inpetus was given to the opposition just
at this time because of the President's Protest, which
it will be recalled, had been sent to the Senate on
April 15th. The first great meeting to protest against
the Protest was held in Baltimore on April 23d.2 It
was the largest meeting that had ever assembled in
Baltimore on any like occasion; probably 10,000 people
were in attendance. The primary purpose of the
meeting was to adopt certain proceedings with a view
of expressing the opinions of the people on the late
Protest of the President. A series of resolutions
was drawn up and passed, repudiating the doctrines
of the Protest and sustaining the Senate, and others
for the formetion of a "State Thig society™. MMob
violence was rampant and numerous fights tbok place
between the "Democrats™ and the "higs".2 Niles in
speaking of the proceedings of the people in various
places with reference to the elections in New York
and the Protest of the President said: "We have
passed through severai seasons of high excitement,
and mixed much with the people, and felt and acted
freely with them, at differenﬁ times, since the year

1717; but a degree ol animation now prevails, or 18

sbout to prevail, which goes beyond that of past times,

1. Niles's Register, XLVI., T17.
2. Ibid., 130, 165~
%, Ibid., 130--131.
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and may be considered an sugury of exceedingly im-
portant events. And this animation and excitement

is hourly increased‘by the new difficulties experienced
in business, and the greatly increasing number of per-
sons cast out of employment".l And again he says

in the same issue of his "Register" for April 26th:
"he ardency ol public feeling hourly inereases--and
its influence is extending with acecelerated forece
over all parts of the country. The result of the

New York election with the now relied on issue in
Virginia, have given fresh courage to one party, and
even increased the zeal of the other, whose strength
is said to be weakening.- - - - - = It may be observed
also that the 'anti-Jackson' party are genersally
agsuming the sppclation of 'Whigs'--to this no ob-
jection ought to be made, seeing that the 'Jackson'
party exclusively assumed to itself the 'democratic!
nann.“z In May the party opposed to Jackson was
successtul in Virginia. Following this victory were
several great Whig meetings.s

It was now certain that the Whig party would

be a great national party. The masses were stirred.
The issue at stake canﬁot better be stated tham Niles
1. TNiles' Register, XIVI., 130.

2. Ibia.. ’ 1310
3., 1Ibid., 190,343.
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has stated it. "The result of various late elections",
he wrote early in June, "end the excited feeling that

prevails among the people, shows, a&s we have always

contended would be tne case, that PARTY POLITICS are
being, or ebout to be, discarded, in considerations
thst reach the heart end home of every man, unless &

petted office-holder, or others living upon fixed in-'

comes. The great question is not now ' Jackson' or
1anti-Jackson', though these words are still used

to express ideas--it is whether our late publiec

safety end private prosperity, under just interpre-
tations of the constitution amd & wholesome adminis-
tretion of the laws, shall be restored or,:é%ga%§géentv

confused snd alarming state of the public nind axd

increase of public suffering, caused by & perseverance
in the rash snd ill-edvised acts of one man, the
president of the United States, shall be permitted to
continue and extend the general excitement amd general
distress--snd so the people, the soverdéign people, will
soon decide upon it, the.blind lesdings anmd sbject
followings of mere party men to the contrary not-
withstanding".t

1t remeins finally to trace the steps by
which the Anti-Masons were led to join the new party,

As we have already seen in & previous chaptexy in the

1. Niles' Register, XLVI., 242.
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election of 1832 the Mational Republicans and Anti-
Masons united upon fusion tickets on the basis of
mutual concessions. But the movement in 1834 was
reorganization under the banners of a new party,

al though the National Republicans formed the nueleus
about which the other discontented elements gathered.
On March 27th, 1834, there was held a meeting of the
Anti-Masonic members of the House of Representatives
at which J. Q. Adems was the presiding official.l
The occasion for the meeting was the presence of
Granger of New York in the city of Washington. He
reported to the meeting that Mesonry was practically
extinot in western New York and that as a result the
epirit of Anti-Masonry had subsided. In his opinien
it would be impossible to longer maintain a mere Anti=-
Masonic party. And all of the New York members were

of the same opinion. The Anti-Masonic leaders, as

Adams says, were disecouraged. The fact that the
Anti-Masons were just at this time so willing %o

go into the new party was quite as much due to the

fact that the ceamse for such agitation had largely

disappesared, as to the faet that Jackson was "reigming."
In a letter dated July Blgy, 1834, Pliny
writing

Merricks /in behal® of the Anti—ﬂasonic committee_for the

county of Worcester to the governor of Massachusetts

1, Adsms, Memoirs, IX., 114-5.
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@eid: "The measures and the poliey of the present
national administration have been, asnd now are, of

such character as to awsken in every patriotic mind a
strong feeling of solicitude for the preservation of
our constitution and laws, and the perpetuity of our
republicaﬁ institutions". The opponents of the ad-
ministration in Massachusetts are divided. "It is
obvious to every one that the masonic institution is
the cause of this division. Must that divisien
necessarily continue? In the present aspect of

our affairs having reference alike %o public opinien
ani the existing laws of the cormonweelth upon ﬁhis.
subjeet, is it not reasoneble to enticipate that the
sentimente of the whig defenders of the constitution
will be found to be so far in accordence with those
whose motto is 'the supremnacy of the laws' as to enable
them, at least on great and leading questione of policy,
to aet in harmonious union with each other?™® Gov.
Davis in his answer said theat the request had not come
from those who had supported him, tut he thought it
came not from a spirit of political intrigue "but from
an honest desire to advance the public goode- - = - - I
concur, therefore, in the opinion that this commonwesalth
will not have its Jjust influence in the councils of’ﬁhe

United States, unless those who harmonize in their views

1. TNiles' Register, XLVI., 433=4.
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of publie policy can aet in concert."l During the

month of August the Arnti-Masons in several of the

strong Anti-Masonic counties of Pennsylvania held

large meetings and resolved to go back to their politieal
preferences, and as Niles adds: "As a body the anti-

| masons are &1So anti-administration™; they g0 back to

rescue the constitution "from the misrule of those

who have despised its claims and trespassed upon its

gsacred provisions".

At a Masonic meeting in Worcester County,
Massachusetts, held on August 18, 1834, resolutions wexre
pessed to the effect that it had become & civil duty
to endeavor to effeet the entire extinetion of the
magonic institution by voluntary arnd general relin-
quishment and that "the act of incorporation of the
grand lodge of Massachusetts having been surrendered--
an act of the legislatumehaving declared emy unauthorized
oath or obligation unlawful--the meetings of most of the
lodges in the State having been suspended, and masons
in @ifferent parts of the commonwealth having genersaly
long since ceased to act as such, we believe their
views in regard to the masonic institution are in

accoraagce with our own". They invited %thers to
meke similar expressions of their views. It was es-

g %
timated thet in Wew York from four-fifths to seven-eights

1. Niles' Register, XLVIIR 434
2.,Ibid., 430
50 Ibid .y 44’7”8.
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of the lodges and chapters were closed, and that the
society was in a rapid state of decline in several
other States.l At & convention of the Anti?Masons of
the county of Washington, New York, on August Z21lst,
1834, it wes resolfed that the Anti-Masonic party was
not dissolved, but that masonry depended for its
perpetuity on the JadKSOn‘party "under whose shelter

it hes teken refuge/ It has rellied around and clung
to the skirts of Andrew Jackson", and "that if by our
divisions the dominant party retein their power, we
subserve most efrectually the cause of free masonry"
and "that the union of free-masonry with Jacksonism

and the regency, demands the union of all opposed to
either".z Niles said September 6th that the mesons were
rapidly withdrawing themselves from the society in the
Eaat.s A circular was signed by some of the nmost .
influentigl citizens in Washingten county, New York,

and affords an exemple of the movement. "Free masonry",
it ran, "has been, and in some degres%still unhappily
continues to be, the all execiting and disturbing subject
in the community. Our connection with the institution
ig charged as the cause of preventing pe rfect harmony
and concert of action emong those in this country who

entertain the same opinions respecting the measures

1. TNiles' Regisgter, XLVI., 448
s Tbid., XLVII,, 35.

3, TIbid.? XLVII., 4.
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of government and the grand questions of netional im-
pqrtance now befpre the people. The political aspect
of the times, no less than the interest of sacial peace,
we believe requires of every man who loves his country

to exemplify his devotedness to the general good by

a surrender not only of individual interest, but if
needful of a manly sacrifice of personal feelings and
long dhérished partialities. In order then to promote
social peace and to remove all cause of offense or
alicenation out of the way of our friends, amd in order

to deprive our opponents of a weapon which is used

against the Whig cause with untiring and mischievous
activity, we do publicly declare our total abandonment
of free-masonry forewer".l On September 20th, Niles
remarked that politics had entered the masonie question;,
that of the body of iMasons four-fifths to nine-tenths
belonged to the opposition party and that hence the lead-
ing purpose of the Jackson party ﬁas to keep aliveran
Anti-Masonic party. By so doing they might c ommand by
regson of the division din thevopposition party. At the

same time the members of the anti-Jackson party were

joining with the Anti-lMassons in order to quiet them

end to sid then in closing the lodges of the masons.

At about this same time & large meeting of freemasons

1. TNiles' Register, XLVII., 4-b.
2, Ibid., XLVII., 34.
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was held in Pittsburg, Pennsylvenie, which recormended
thet the lodges of that distriet should surrender thetr
dharters.l A large number of lodges were dissolved

in Massachusetts,zand Vermont;zat this time. A paper
dated October lst, 1834, and signed by numerous citizens
of Buffalo stated that an anti-masonic county conven-
tion had been called to meet on October 15th to meke
nominations for Congress, county officers, ete., and
decl ared that the Whigs of the c¢ity and town being
desirous of harmony agreed to forego all feeling that
they might have regarding local party strife in order
to accomplish a great netional good. This paper was
regarded as important by many of the politicians of
New York.4 Thomes M. Clark was announced as the anti-
mesonic candidate for State senator in Essex, but he

withdrew because the public interest in masonry had al-

most ceased, as he said, and because union and harmony
5

was essential regarding great national que stions.
November 15th, 1834, Niles remarked that the bitter
divisions asmong the people regarding anti-masonry

had sbout abated if it was not altogether done away,

and that probgbly the reflecting people of the United

States would have much more important matters to deal

1. Niles' Register XLVii., 62=3.
2. Ibid., 7Z2.

3. Ibid., 73.

4, Ibia., 104.

8. “Ibtd., 15e.
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with then mesonry and anti-masonry.l

While other meetings of later date could
be cited such would take us beyond the period of re-

birth into the history of the Whig development and its
later accessions. We have seen the period of greatest
excitement, for by the fall and winter the depression

in business was far less oppressive than in the spring.

And in the fall elections the anti-administration
party was not so suceessful, Spirit was not running

so high. But nevertheless & party had been regencrated
and in its regenerated form it was destined to exert

a great influence on the history of the country for a
period of twenty years. The Anti-Masons for the most

purt united with the Whigs. In order 1o iliustrate
this movement further, it may be well to give en

sccount of the election in the State of New York in
1834, William H. Seward was one of the several who
afterwerds becsme prominent in netional affairs who

got his start as an Anti-llason. In 1834 he was nom-

inated by the enthusiastic Thig State Conventien for
governor of New York. The little band of AntisMasons
and the other elements oI the opposition party united
as ona.2 The new party thus formed exulted in its
neme. TIts members announced themselves as the true

suceessors of the "Whigs of '76" and called thelr

1. DNiles' Register, XLVII., 163.
2, Seward'd Biogrephy, 2%6-248.
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movement a revolution against "King Andrew", whom
they charged with "tyranny", "usurpation", and

"8enial of popular rights". They raised their liberty
poles in Boston and New York as their ancestors had
done in the former revolution. But this time it was
in defiance of the hickory poles of the Democrats.

Their emblems were "the natioﬂfflag, live eagles,

and portraits of Washington™. Webster was there and
added to the enthusiasm by saying: "I have been
educated from my credle in the principles of the
Whigs of 1761"L  The term Whig pleased the Federalists
of New England. Webste: had appealed to the "old
Vhigs" in a Federal pamphlet.z The neme piease&

the States Rightse party. Hayne had used it in his
debate with Webster. For a long time there had been

8 newspaper called the "Whig" in Virginia., Jefferson
had several times spoken of Whigs and Tories--his
belief being thaet in every government there are

two parties, the one cherishing the people,lthe other
fearing themd As the irony of fate would have it

Van Buren had made & similgr distinetion which was now
thrown back &t him. Van Buren was speaking in the
Senate on Foot's emendment to the rules of the Senate

"by which iﬂias propesed to give the vice-president

1. Sewerd's Biography, 236-248,

2. Lodge's Webster, 44.
3., Jeffersom, Tritings, X., 162, 277, 281,
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the right to call to order for words spoken in debate.™
He said that the Senate should be wholly exempt from

executive control, "In every point of view in which

this subject has presented itself to his (Van Buren)
nind it had produced but one sentiment, and that was
unqualified opposition to the prerogative claimed by

the chair. Although this claim of power is now for

the first time made, the prineiple in which it orginates
is as old as the govecrnment itself. I look upon ift,
gir, as the legitimate offspring of & school of poli-
ticians, which has, in times past, agitated and greatly
disturbed the country--of & school the leading prin-
ciple of which may be traced to that great source of

the political contentions which have pervaded every
country where the rights of man weréﬁn any degree
respected, I allude, sir, to that collision which seems
to be inseparablc from the nature of man, between

the rights or th. few and the many--to those never
ceasing conflicts between the advocates of enlargement
and concemtretion of power, on the one hand, and its
limitation end distributiom, on the other: conflicts

which, in Englend, created the distinetion between

Whigs and Tories: the 1latter striving by all the means
within their rcach to increase the dominion &nd

influence of the thwene, at the expense of the commons
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and people; and the former to counteract the exertions of their
aliversaries, by abridging its dominions and influence, for the
advancement of the rights and consequent amelioration of the cond#*
dition of the pcople.“l

We have thus seen the formation of the Whig Party as sucﬁ
in the year 1834, formed ugon far less distinctive national
policies than had been the case with the National Republicans.
The union of the dissatisfied elements was upon a principle
broad enough to include all those who were op-osed to the meth-
ods of the Executive. Horace Greeley's Almanac for 1838
descrivwes the party as then constituted, and so similar is
it to the party of 1834, that to quote him will effectively
descril.e the nature of the new party, which formcd about the
National Republicans as a nucleus, and with which the Anti-
Masons weres for the most patt able to'coalcsce, though an
Anti-Masonic organization was kept up for a number of years.8
Greeley desciibes the party as follows: "(1)Most of those
who, under the name of National Revublicans, had previously
been known as supforters of Adams and Clay, and advocates of
the American system; (2) most of those who, acting in defsnse
of what they decsmed the assailed or threatened rights of the

States, had been stigmatized as Wullifiers, or the less

virulent States' Rights men, who were thrown into a positiocn

of armed neutrality towards the Administration by the doctrines

1. Niles's Register, XLVI.,6 434-5. :
2. McCarthy, The Anti-Masonic Party, (American Historical
Association,Report,1902,I.,536.
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of the proclamation of 11832 against South Carolina; (3)a
majority of those before known as Anti-Masons; (4) Many who
had up to that time been known as Jackson men, but who unitad
in condemning the high-handed conduct of the Execqtive, the
imiolation of Duane, and the subserviency of Taney; (5)numbers
whe had not before taken any nart in politics, but who were
now awakened from their apatiy by the valpable usurvations

of the T“xecutive, an. the imminent peril of our whole fabric
of constitutional liberty and national prospcrity".l Thesd
elgments, it may be said, constituted the Whig Party of 1834;
the party born in 1824, re-born and christened the Whig Party
in 1834.
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