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The cover art, El Compusino, Netback, is the work of Alex Rivera. 
He is a New York-based digital artist and filmmaker. His parents are 
of American and Peruvian decent, and Rivera’s bicultural heritage 
led to his interest in race, immigration, identity, and the global 
economy. In the last decade the artist’s work has focused on two 
parallel realities born of globalization: the spread of information 
through the internet and the impact of mass migration on families 
and communities. Rivera’s art spans a wide range of media from 
narratives and documentaries to visual and audio presentations. 
Rivera has been the recipient of several prestigious grants. His film 
work won multiple awards at the Sundance Film Festival in 2008, 
the Berlin International Film Festival in 2008, and over the years 
has screened at The Museum of Modern Art, The Guggenheim, 
and many other international venues. El Compusino captures the 
theme of Volume 29, globalization. It illustrates two of the recurrent 
elements so pervasive in an increasingly global economy: communi
cation via the internet by people displaced from their families and 
communities by the imperatives of an international economy. 

— Bruce C. Carruthers
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	 The editors of Social Thought and Research are in the process 
of converting all the past issues of the journal — including its 
predecessors The Kansas Journal of Sociology and The Mid-
American Review of Sociology  — to an electronic format. They will 
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