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FAMILY,
SELF, AND
SOCIETY:
Emerging

Issues,
Alternatives,

and
Interventions

Covers a wide range of
traditional and emerging
issues in family life, alter­
natives to and variations
from the traditional
nuclear family form. Also
includes intervention
strategies and techniques
for assisting individuals
and families as they cope
with the pressure of
modem living.

This timely work offers
practical insights for the
treatment and assistance
of families in today's
world.

T

..--__The Lives of
Mentally Retarded

People
Daryl Paul Evans, University of Kansas

What is is like to be mentally retarded in a society that places a
high premium on competence? Though mentally retarded people
are becoming more integral participants in our society than they
once were, they still, in many respects, inhabit worlds of their
own. This book examines those worlds, as well as the increasing
role of retarded persons in mainstream society and the needs
and problems this integration has produced. Dr. Evans explores
the ways in which professionals, governments, communities, and
families attempt to meet these needs and cope with the atten­
dant problems. He also probes the special adaptations people
make to being mentally handicapped and offers glimpses of their
feelings, their fears, and their frustrations.

This book is the culmination of several years of observation in
the field, extensive conversations with professionals, parents, and
retarded people themselves, and an intensive examination of the
literature on the subject. Addressing such practical issues as
education, sexuality, law, and prevention, together with social at­
titudes toward them, it presents a cohesive view of what it
means to be mentally retarded and invites professionals and stu­
dents in the field of developmental disabilities, families of re­
tarded people, and lay readers to share in a unique sociological
perspective of mental retardation.

CONTENTS: Introduction. The Basics: Definitions, Diagnosis, Causes,
and Prevalence. History: Separate Worlds and Intellectual Gatecrashing.
The Education of Mentally Retarded People: Models and Methods. The
Education of Mentally Retarded People: Settings and Sources. The So­
cial Psychology of Mental Retardation: Stigma, Stereotype, and Adapta­
tion. The Family: Parents and Siblings of Retarded People. The Rights of
Retarded People in an Era of Legal Advocacy: Ideals, Laws, Realities.
The Occupation World of Mentally Retarded Workers. The Residential
Lives of Mentally Retarded People: Be They ever so Humble. Mentally
Retarded People in the Judicial and Penal Systems: Guardianship and
Due Process. Sexuality, Marriage, Parenthood, and Sterilization: Affective
Dimensions of the Retarded Life. Geriatrics, Euthanasia, and Legal Advo­
cacy: Living Long, Living at All? Prevention. Society's View of Retarded
People: The Challenges of Third-Class Citizenship in a New Era.

January 1983· 319 pages· $30 (hardcover)· $12.95 (paperback)


