
Social Problems and
Social Structure in America
D. Stanley Eitzen, University of Kansas

Designed for courses in Social Problems. American Society
and Introductory Sociology. This book focuses on the inher
ent duality in all societies. It assumes that a realistic analysis
of anyone society must include both integrating and stabiliz
ing forces on the one hand, and forces that produce malinte
gration and change on the other. Both these perspectives
are included in each chapter.

PART I THE UNITED STATES: A Nation of Uniformity
and Diversity, Consensus and Dissensus

1. The Duality of Social Life
Social Systems: Order and Conflict. Division and
Violence in American Society. The Integrative
Forces in American Society.

2. Culture
Culture: The Knowledge that People Share. Ameri
can Values as Sources of Societal Integration and
Social Problems. Cultural Diversity.

PART II INEQUALITY IN THE UNITED STATES
3. The American System of Social Stratification

The Social Classes in the United States. The
Consequences of Socioeconomic Status.

4. The Distribution of Power in American Society
Models of the National Power Structure. A Syn
thesis Model of Power.

5. Poverty in the United States
The Extent of Poverty in America. Who Is to
Blame for Poverty? The Consequences of Poverty.

6. American Majority-Minority Power Relations
The Characteristics of Minority Groups. Is Amer
ica a Racist Society? The Black Revolution.

PART III AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS: Stability and
Instability

7. The Sources of Contemporary Institutional Change
Forces for Change. The Consequences of Urban
ization, Bureaucratization, Industrialization, and
the Rapidity of Change.

8. The American Family
Age Roles of Family Members. Family Stability
and Instability.

9. Religion In America
The Distinctive Features of American Religion.
The Relationship between Socioeconomic Status
and Religion.

10. American Education
The Characteristics of American Education. The
Crises in American Education. Changing the Edu
cational System: Reform or Revolution.

11. The American Economy
The Division of Labor in American Society. The
Corporation-Dominated Economy. The Unequal
Distribution of Wealth.

12. The American Polity
The Functions of the Polity. Political Ideologies.

APPENDIX The U.S. Census
INDEX
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This new text shows America straining under a deli
cate balance of social forces - the structural stability
of social and cultural institutions versus the stresses of
change arising from our society's built-in problems.
A fresh approach invites students to check the text's
analysis of society by evaluating raw-material evidence
presented in "Panel" units throughout the book. This
approach enables students to relate thei r experience
to the concepts. Here are some of the text's outstand
ing features:

• Treats the relationships of social problems to the
structure of American institutions and Ameri
can values

• Discusses major concepts: culture. norms. values,
stratification, inequality, institutions, social change
and power in light of how they work in American
society

• Emphasizes institutional change and implications
for the future

• Uses order and conflict theoretical perspectives
with emphasis on the latter

• Extensively uses source materials and basic evi
dence in tables, figures. and charts

• Discusses real issues, a fact students will recognize
(e.g., black power, women's liberation, distribution
of wealth and power, poverty and education)

• Discusses military influences on our society in the
distribution of power chapter

• Discusses the 1972 election and its ramification in
our society
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Corrigenda 229

CORRIGENDA

Hemandez-Cela. Cesar X., II Elegance, Sanity, and Alienation," KJS IX (Spring 1973).

Page Line Correction

5 8 Replace armor by an armor

5 9 Replace armor by an armor

6 11 from bottom Replace which by to be

6 3 from bottom Replace armored by its armored

7 11 Replace inform by infirm

7 5 from bottom Delete second would

8 16 from bottom Replace and and by and the

9 11 from bottom Replace dressing, by dressing

10 11 Replace full, foring by dull, boring

12 18 Replace exergesis by exegesis

12 5 from bottom Replace inelegance by in elegance

13 13 from bottom Replace as by an

13 6 from bottom Replace ban by can

15 10 Replace become by becomes

15 3 from bottom Replace a by an

16 12 Replace in by of

16 6 from bottom Replace role by role,

17 5 Replace a de-alienation by de-alienation

17 13 from bottom Replace technolgoism by technologism

18 10 from bottom Replace theyare by they are

19 18 Replace "un-dound." by "un-sound. "

21 13 Replace were by wear

21 13 Replace The by They

22 13 Replace ture by true

22 24 Delete or

23 14 Delete first comma

24 11 from bottom Replace commotation by connotation

26 5 Replace is by is,

26 6 Replace off: by off"

26 8 Replace as by so

26 9 Replace temerious by temerarious

26 13 Replace if life by is life

30 6 from bottom Replace Marin by Marias

30 4 from bottom Replace Zeitv by Zeit

30 2 from bottom Replace Zeity by Zeit

Lowther, Mary P., "The Decline of Public Concern over the Atom Bomb," KJS IX (Spring 1973).

77 6 from bottom

77 2 from bottom

78 18 from bottom

79 10
86 18

86 last

Replace missils by missiles

Replace race, by race:

Replace of new by of a new

Replace has by had
Deleted sentence to be entered in blank that the individuals have not

organized their opinions

Underline The Balance of Terror


