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PREFACE

During the decade of 1873 to 1883 a substuntisl number of Mene
nonites then living 4n Russia and Prussis emigrated to North Amerdeca,
Thelr migration provides the historisn with the unicque opportunity of
investigating in depth the influence of the western land grant raile
roads upon Ameritan immigration.

This study is focused upen the attempts of the Burlington and
Missourd River Railroad Company of Nebraska, primarily through its
land commissicher Albert B, Touzelin, to sottle the Mennanlie immie.
grants on its lands, In order thab the Burlingten’s colonization
efforts may be viewed in their proper perspective, tonsiderable at-
tention has dlso been given to the development of the western land
grant rallroads, their general colonization policdes, end the previous
history of the Mennonitée immigrants;

In addition t6 his advisor, Dr. Georgs L, Andevson, whose sounsel
and guidance were invaluable, the suthor is indebted to Dr.: Cornelius
Jy Krahn and Mrs Jolm F, Schmidt of the Bothel College Histordieal
Iibrary, North Newton, Kansas, They nob only gave freely of thely
time to aid in the suggestion and lotation of relevant materials, but
8lso graciously allowed the author the full use of the Iibrary's fa-
cilities,
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Chapter I
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAND GRANT RAILROADS

Land for the Londless

By the 1840's Ameriecan land reformers were déerying the widew
spread misery, poverty, and unemployment which they saw as the cone
sequence of unrestrained capltalism and land monopolies. They eon-
fidently predicted that a homestead policy providing free land for
21l who oould use it would remedy the évils of the burgeoning Amere
fcan industrial society,! George Henry Evens, English born editor
of the Working Man's Advocate and other labor snd general newspapers,
was partioularly outspoken in his belief that every individual had a
right to & share of the goil. Evans contrasted the industrial la
borer with the agrarian worker in language designed to promote age
riculture in the abundant western lands:

One toiling incessantly for a slender subsistence, and not

secure of even that. The other toiling hard, to be sure,

but surrounded by waving fields, blossoming orchards, and

all the health and innocence of & rural 1life . « . tompare

that man, indeed, with the recipient of a daily pittance,

in return for his daily toil, Unable to call anything of

value his owmj without hope, without assurance that even

his present wretched subsistence will be eontinued to him,

Surely, even in the first year of his settlement, the oone

dition of the farmer will be found vastly superior to that

of the mere hired workman and each succeeding year will add
greatly to the difference of their respective conditions.?

"Frad A. Shannon,; "The Homestead A¢t and the Labor Surplus,®
Amerdean Historieal Review, XLI (July, 1936), 640,

2Geox'ge Henry Evans, “To the Peopls of the United States,®
Norking Man's Advoeate, July 6, 184k, John R. Commons, ed., A Doce
gm;mp_agi isto p%!& American Industrial Soclety (10 vols., Cleveland,
910.1911), VII, 3
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When Congress passed the Homestead Act in 1862 the desires of
Evans and his fellow agrarian reformers for frea homesteads for sete
tlers had been realized, But Congress had not provided for the trans<
portation of poor peopls to the lands or for guldance and assistance
for those without previous farming experience. Ho system was insti.
tuted whereby settlers could secure financial oredit for the invest.
mentd necessary for food, ludging, Amplements,; and seed, Settlers were
also frequently tempted to homestead in arid regions where 160 acres
of land was insufficient to provide a livelihood,”

An additional roadbleck in the way of the hopeful homesteaders
resulted when Congress continued after 1862 its policy of granting
publie lands to railroads to eéncourage their construction. When inie
tially projected the railroad routes were rarely definite; consequently
more than double the amount of the actual land grant was usually withe
dramn from entry and romained unavailable to public settlement until
the railrosd in question secured all the lands to which it was entitled,”
Thus, according to one appraisal; at ons time or another up to threes
tenths of the total land area of the United States, and a much larger
fraction of the West, remained unused while prospective homesteaders
ranged beyond those boundaries, frequently from thisty to sixty miles
away from the projected railroad mtegs Andy since the railroads

povas

53.573&5& A Shannon, The Farmer's Last Frontier (New Tork, 1945),

”'Paul Wallace Gates, "The Hemestead Law in an Incongrucis Land

System,” American Historical Review, XLI (July; 1936), 657.
5Shannon, Farmer's Last Frontier, 66,



built through undeveloped regions; they gemerally selected routes
vhich would insure their possession of the largest amount of what
they considered to ba the best agricultural 1andm6

Evans' poor and oppressed industrial laborery then, faced the
elternatives of purchasing land directly from the railroads--at prices
vhich wanged between $1.25 and $20 per aare;7 of purchasing the ale
tornate government lands which £irst had to be offered at auction
vhore they generally sold for more than the $2,50 minimum foe per
acre;® of purchasing lands which foresighted speculators had quickly
secured and were now offering at prices which insured hendsome profe
itst of purchasing land from the various states whose policies were
not as generous as those of the Federal govermment: or of veniuring
far afield for the less desirable lands vhich could be hemesteaded.”
These hindrances to the effective operation of the government's fres
land policy notwithstanding, approximately 96,000,000 aeres of the
publie domain were taken up under the provisions of the Homesiead Act
and subsequent government land actse~the Timber Culture Aoct, the
Desert Land At and the Timber and Stone Act, "

Ggates, "Homestead Law in Ineongruous Land System,! 657
"William S, Greever; "A Comparison of Reilroad Land-Crant Polie
cies, Arricultural History, XXV (April, 1951), 88.
8 | o | |
Roy Marvin Robbins, Our Landed Heritage: The Public Domain
1776-29% (peincoton, Aoke)2epges, loatget The '
J0ates, "Homestead Law in Incangruous Land System," 662.

t’OShamon, Farmer's Last Frontier, 64,
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Government Aid to Roilroads

¥Whils the availability of free land was of great significance
in tho settlement of the western states and terrilories, the seitle-
ment process was greatly accelerated by the railroads, Not only did
the railroads provide transportation, btut they paved the way for the
developnent of new business and industry., Their promotional atiempls
to interest setilers in the vast land grants they had recsived from
the Federal government greatly stimulated immigration. Indeed, the
settling of the trans.Mississippi West was in largs measure a raile
road accomplishment.a-“

In the eastern United States the raiiroads had follewed the pope
nlation, building tracks from town to towny Support and traffie came
from their immediate localities and mormally the railroads were pays
ing enterprises. In the expensive wostern sectors of Americas howe
ever; the nature of railroad development was radieally different.
There the railroads preceded the population and a minimum of local
support was availables There was practically no population to travel
on thé railroads, there were few suppliss to be shipped, and, other
than for eattle and hidssy; there was little produse to bo shipped to
market. With relatively nothing to stop for the railroads proceeded
diveetly across the plains and through the mowntains, generally
charting as straight a course ag the topography permitted, In so far
as they were dependent on the plains for revenue; the sarly western

_ "Robert Edgar Riegel, America Moves West (3rd ed.; Now York,
1956), 548, = ’
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rallroads were destined to be losing financizl vantnres.w

Railroad construction required substantial amounts of capital
and the western railroads visumalized four possible methods of fiw
nancing their construction. First, they could invits personal subw
seriptions--tut the West had little ecapital. Second, the railroada
could utilize the eredit of a town, comiy or oity. A towm, for
example, would issue bonds to be exchanged for railroad stocks or
bonds and the railroads later became proficisnt at pliting two or
more towns against each other in bidding for the prosperity that a
railroad would bring: A third possibility was state financing, to be
inplemented in the same manner as town, ¢ounty, or city financing,
Finally, the raiiroads could seek the direct aid of the Federal gove
ermment, thich had established z precedent by previously aiding in the
construction of roads and oanalsaﬂ Wosterners believed that the
entire country would be benefitted by the increased western population
and trade which would result from the western railroads, and advoeated
grants of government land to aid construction. The theory behind the
rallroad land grants was that a small portion of the vast public do-
main would be used to give greater valus to the much larger whole by
helping to provide the necessary cormunication and transportation
faeilﬁ.‘bies.m

2ya1ter Prescott Webb, The Oreat Plains (Boston, 193%), 274275,

Riegel, merica Moves West, L56-lis7.
Beobert s. Henry, "Ihe Railroad lLand Granb lLegend in Amerdcan
l{éitgry ‘é‘exts." Mississipni Valley Historieal Beview, XXXII (September,
5)y 181,
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The Conpgress was initially reluetant to grant sach 1mds, b
finally on Septembar 20; 1850, the first raiiroad land grent act of
real dmportance was passed, According to its provisions; the state
of M1inois was given six sections of land alternating on each side
6f the road for each mile of track it laid. If leogal settlers were
found to be 1iving om sections of the grant belonging to the state,
TMlinois was authorized to select alternate sections within Pifieen
miles of the tracks In 1851 the Illinois legislature incorporated
the IMlinvia Central Railroad Company and ceded o it the lands it
had Just received from the govemmt.w The three and three<quarter
nillien acres of land granted to the Mlinois Central, the Mobils and
Ohio, and the Mobile end Chieags Railroads on September 20, 1850,
proved profitable to thém and other pailvoads pointed to the 1850
grant 28 a precedent; for obviously what had beem given b6 one state
was falr game for mmother, By 18624 then Congress was making its
largest land grants to railroadsy 1% frequéntly. granted the lend dim
rectly to the raiiroad corporations; although in some instances the
state contimed o be used as a intermediary, 0

The Transecontinental Railyoads
The great western boam ¢amé on the heels of the first transe
continental railroad vhich Congress anthoriged in 1862 following many
years of debate md delay, Asa Whitney, a New York merchant, was one

momas Donaldson; The Public Domain (Washingbon, 188%), 261-26%,

16
s Henry Haney, A Congressional History of Railways in the the
Tnited States, 1850-13 g’(m 2a150m; 1910)5 1310+
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of the chief advocates of the transeentinental project. After 1844
vhen a éommeredal treaty with China had been concluded, ¥hitney
vigited practically every state in the union in the interests of a
transeontinental rallrosd vhich could seours the Asiatic trade, '’
Wnitney alse wrote letters to Congressmen, sent mémorials to Cohgress,
and addressed the people. ZEventually the entire country beeams ine
torosted in his idea, elthough there was little unanimity regarding
the voute the railroad should take. In additien to facilitating trade
with the Orient; supporters of the transcontinental railroads argued
that the erossecountry routes would enable the United States to
establish mnd maintain a navel fleet to dominate the Pacific,'® that
they would strengthen the srmy and make it easier to deal effectively
with the Indians, that the mails eould be delivered with increased
economy and efficiency, and that the newly-acquired Paeifie territories
wuld be more securely bound to the sastern states, 9

At fipst the nation's lavmakers were unsble to agree on the route
the transcontinental raiiroad should take, whether north, southy or
somovhere in between. Stephen A. Douglas, Illinois Semator deeply ine
terested in the yailroad development of the West; wanted a transe-
continental route which wmld pass through Illinois end Iowa, thereby
moking Chieago the eastern términus. His paramount interest was to

-

'‘Robert Edgar Riepely The Story of the Western Railroads (New
York, 1926}, 11+ ' % A

 Bgtert 5. Cotterill, "Early Agitation for & Pacifie Ralivead,
1845-1850," Missigsipni Valley Historieal Revlew, ¥ (Marehy 1919)y 397401,

19i§anasr,- Congressional History of Railuays, 150.
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build the transeontinental railioad westiard from Chicago and to
erganize the territory through shich 4t wonld have o pass,
sordingly, Senator Deuglas skillfully promoted the act to organize
the territory of Nebrasks so that the Illinois-Towa transcontinental
ronte might ultimately be realized, When finally passed in 1854,
the sct created the two territories of Kansas and Nebrasks, thé tome
promise having been required to secure the approval of the southern
lepislators.?!

The secession of the southern States from the Union removed the

Acw

major Congressional opponents to the youte Douglas favered, end in
July, {862, Congress chartered snd provided assistance for the Unicon
Pacifiec Company which was o build the eastern énd of the fivst transe
sontinental rallroad., Congress alse provided assistance for the Central
Pacifie Company to build from wost to ‘east;zz Striking woestward from
Omaha, Nebraska, the Unlon Pacifie was granted twenty square miles of
land, altornating in den sections on each side of the track, for each
mile of track they would eonstruot.®> To facilitate construction, the
Federal government loaned the eompany $16,000 for each mile of track

it bullt in the plains comtry, $32,000 for each mile in the foothills,

2Oppant Heywood Hodder, Mhe Railread Backepoiund of the Kansase

Esgra;}l:a Act," Mississiopl Valley Histordeal Review, XII (June, 1925)s
pro 2;F£ank geymodnoddg, "Gen’asig oii‘ the Kansag-Nebraska Act,"
Proceedings of the State Historical Soclety of Wiseonsin for 1912
ZI{adisonp~.~ 19.1_3—);-31"@;0 - .

229, 5., Statutes at Larpe, XIT (1862), 489-hos,

23g, 5., Statutes st Larpe, XTIT {1864), 358,
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and $48,000 for each mile in the momtainsi? With the termination of
the Civil War constructich began in earmost and although impeded by
supply diffieuliies and Indian attacks, on May 10, 1869, the erews of
the Union Pacific and the Centiral Pacifieé meb a% Promontory Pointy &
144418 northwest of Ogden, Utsh, which Conpross had designated as ths
mesting points The final spike driven wmg made.of gold vhich symbolived
the closer tnity the transcontinental railroad gave to Americs,”

The administration of the railroad land grants was intiusted to
the General Land Offices As Soon as & pailroad filed 4ty approximate
routs the Gensral Land Offics withdrew a1l thé land within theé indemnity
Units from public sale to prevent specnlators from securing the best
lands and to prevent settiers from otcupying lands vhich might be found
to belong to the railroad when the sctual voule wag Linally surveyed
and cdmpletedgzs Proepective homesteaders and settlers becams quite
amoyed with this practice vhich ¢losed muoh 6f the best western lands
to settiement for pericds of thirty years or mors,?’ Many eager settlers
folt that any wnotoupied lands should be avallsble and despite all res
strictions individual setilers often did take up the wnocoupied but

g, 8.y Statutes st Lepse, XIT (1862), 492, 495,

#5Riegel, Mmericy Moves West, #73, Wb,

ZGJohn B, Ree, "Comissioner Sparks end the Railroad Lend Grants,®
Mlssigsippi Valley Historical Review, XXV (Septembery 1938), 213

27David Malduyn E1ls, "The Forfeiture of Rallresd Land Grants,
1867-189%, " Hississippi Valley Historical Review, XXXIII (June, 1946),

L]
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Yeserved 1ands,28

Public opposition to the railroad land grants mounted rapidly snd
1874 marked the termination of the Congressional land grants, Every
politival party platforum in 1872 condemmed the system of land grants
to aid raliroad construction and demanded that the public demain be
retained. for actual Betﬂers.zg Durdng the twenty-one yoars vhen grants
wre made nearly twlce as much land, of far bettar quality, s given
46 the various railrond companies than was taken up under the provisions
of the Homestead Act, the Timber Culture Act. the Desert Iand Act, and
the Timber and Stone At combined, The 286,000 square miles actually
denated was an area larper thon the state of Texas-.or nearly a tenth
the size of the United States; and ‘estimates concorning the actnal valué
of the 1and rarged between half a BA1lion and two and one half billion
dollars, 30

The Burlington znd Missouri River Railvead

The Burlington end Missouri River Railrsad Company of Nebraska was

ane of the approximately seventy railroads which benefitted by the Conw
gressional land grants;ﬁ On May 15, 1856, President Franklin Pierce
signed m act granting land to the state of Iowa vhich was them given

to the Burlington and Missourd River Railroad for a route through Towa,

piege1, mertes Moves West, 458,

2Inobbing, Qur Ianded Heritars, 276-277,

3°mlaxmon,~ Farmer's Last Frontier, 6465,

Mareever, "Comparison of Railroad Land-Grant Policies,” 83,
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the western terminus of vhich remained rather vagus, In {864 Congress
smended the orlginal act, and liberalized the land grant provisions.
Though construetion was bawrely underwzy in Jowa, several of thé Bure
Lington officials looked ahead to the day when the line would be come
pleted to the Missouri River end would then continue westward across
Nebraska.g’z On July 2; 1864, Congress provided for such an extension
of the Burlington and Missourd River Railvosd through the territory

of Nebraska, granted lands to aid the extension and also specified

that somewhere prior to the one inmdredth méridian the Burlington shotld
eonect with the main trunk of the Union Pacifie Railroads For sach
nile of track eventuslly laid the railvoad was granted twenty sections
of land--ten alternating sections on each side of the tracln-” No lat
eral limits were established and the company assumed it could go -any-
where in Nebraska opposité 1its track to secure its pranted lands: In
keoping with the Yorms of the granting act the company aceepted the
grant and filed a map of location within one year, although the effort
was hampered by Indian troublss at the western end of the projected
sonte,

The Union Pacific was bullding westward through Nebraska and was
required to seleet its land grants within lateral Jimits of twenty miles,
Iff the Burlington and Missouri River Rallroad Company of Iowa would
make its selections within similar 1imits the two grants would overlap

_ 1ardCs Loty n Westy A Colenizatien History of
the Burlington Redlroad (Cambridge, 19%1)y &1, 170s

3%, 5., Statutes gt Large, XITT (1864), 364
%Overton, Burlingm West. 171’ 21“’}
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t5 a considerable degree, The Union Pacific grant was older and
thereby had preférence; and the Burlington officizls ealized that
they could receive their full quota of lands only by establishing
their »ight to select twenty scetions of land anyvhere opposite their
line for each mile of track constructed, Vigerous lobbying actiom in
Washington resulted in Seeretary of the Interior James Harlm's withe
drawing frem salé ten alternate sectiong of land on each side of the
Burlington and Missouri's projected routs, whether or not they were
vithin twenty miles of the tracks. Thus, 2,382,208 acres of land were
reserved for the company-~the equivalent of twenty sections per mile
for the estimated 186,11 miles from Platismouth to Fort Keammoy, Nes
braska, where it was assumed the juncture with the Union Pacific
would take place.35

John Murray Forbes, eastern finaneier end rallvead magnate, was:
the manager and chief omer of the Purlington and Missouri River Raile
road Company of Iowa. Because the raiiroad had not yéet completed its
track wastward through Iowa to the Missouri River, and bécauss it was
dangerous to risk money in western yailroad expansion whils the Civil
Var eontinued, Forbes refused to begin any construction 4in Nebraskas
Charles E. Perking, VicePresident of the Burlington and Missourl in
Towa and Forbes! nephew by marriage, contimally urged the compary to
take advanlage of the land grant of 1864 by begiming construction of
4%ts railroad in Nebraska: Forbes rémained hesitant, however, fesling
that the Union Pacific held the mogh profitable and praetleal route

3ooverton, Purlington West, 215216,
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through Nebrasks and doubting that Nebraska conld support two rail-
roads, Bubt Perkins enthusiasm p!'evaﬂéds36 He convinced the directors
{6 provide the finances and the Burlingten and Missourd River Ratlroad
Company in Nebraska was formed under a Nebraska stats charter dated
May 12, 1869.57 Though tecinically independent, close relations with
the Barlington and Missouri of Jowa end the Chicago, Burlington and
Quiney Railroad weore assuréd by interlocking direatoratesﬁa On April
10, 1869, a Joint resclution had passed both houses of Congress and wag
8lgned by President Grant, It aunthordsed the Burlington and Missourd
River Railroad Company of Iowa to tramsfor ity Nebraska land grant to
the new cmzpa'tmss’ Two reasons lay behind the decision to organige,
Pingnee, and oonstruct the Burlington Railvoad in Nebraska, First,
only by laying track could the company receive full title ¢6 its land
grant of neavly two end oneehslf million aores and, second, the directors
wore eager to participate in the transeontinental business moving in
both directions between Kearney Junction dn the wost and either Omsha,
the Union Pacific's eastasrn terminus, or Plattsmonth, the Burlington
and Missourd's eastern terminusgh’o

Hitsomas ¥, Davis, "Butlding h6 Burlington Turongh Nebraskamct
Summary View," Nebraska Historv, XXX (Decem‘ber, 1949), 318.320,

Syi114am Urieht Baldvin, Ghiease, Burlingbon & - Railroad
Company: Documentary History 63 volsssy Chicago, 1928-1929 IIT, 14

Bp1chard ¢, Overton; Milepost 100, The Story of the Development
of the Burlinston Lines, 1 '8@7?955' (ﬁcagm 1949§ ”‘g'o.

3pavis, "Building the Burlington Through Nebraska,® 320,

¥0ps chard 0, Overton, iy Did the Gs B. & Q. Build to Denver?®
Hebraska History, XXXX (September, 1959), 180,
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Evén though provisions had not yet besn made for commecting with
the Union Pacifie,*! the enthusiastde Burlington and Missouri officials
broke ground for their route in Nebraska at a gala ceremony at Plabisa
mowth on July 4 1869, and by September 18, 1672, the entire main
line of 194 miles was completed westward to Kearney Junctian,"’g’

The officlals of the newly formed railroad company in Nebraska
goon encountered serious difficultiess Harlan had been succeedsd as
Secretary of the Intsrior by Orville H. Browning who, on March f, 1867,
restored to public market all the lands Harlan had préviously withdvawn,
except those sections within twenty mlles of the projected x'onte.m
Browning!s action came in response to arguments such as those of ache
ing Nebraska Governor Algernon 5. Paddock that the withdrawal of lands
was a “very great hardship to the enterprising settlers® because it
excluded them from larpge portions of the public domain, thereby alse
hindering Nebraska's development.> The Burlington officials reslized
that the company stood to lose more than half of the 2,400,000 aeres
they hoped to receive vhen the track was finally tompleted; but the
matber remained unsettled, oven aftér the ccmpany had begun construction

IDavis, "Building the Burlington Through Nebraska,® 320,
Y overton, Burlington West, 229,

¥overton, Mty Did the G, B. & Qs Build to Denver?® 179,
m’fmr'e':mm-,- Burlington West, 269-270,

b5 o bmre nd Tand et
, Quoted 4n Addison E. Sheldon, Land Systems and Lond Policies
in Nebrasks (Lincoln; 1936), 90, ‘
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and desired to begin selling its land. In Washingion, a Burlingten
and Missouri River Railvoad agent continued to préss the eompany's
claim that the original aet had sot no lateral 1imits within which
the twenty sections of land had to bé selected: Uhen Congressman
James Fe Wilson of Iotm, who had written the 1864 act, indieated that
the Burlington's olaim coinoided with the intent of the Congress, the
new Secretary of the Interior, Columbus Delsno, ordered that all ths
odd numbered sections of land in cerdain Nebraska distriets north and
south of .the Burlington's tracks be withdrawm from pre-emption and
homestead entry and from private ’ﬂaléé'.hs This impovtent decision
more than doubled the seepe of the Burlington's Nebraska colonization
activities, for when 4t had £inally patented all its Nebraska lands by
the end of 1872, 1,160,198.81 neres were within twenty miles of the
track and 1,210;23%.35 acrés were beyond that 11:111{;.47 Added to the
50,104 acres the company had received from the state of Nebraska in
1870, and to the 19,004,148 scres it wecsived from & small railroad
tanpany it absorbed, the grand total of Burlington lands in Nebraska
by the end of 1872 was over 2,400,000 acres..approximately onee
twentioth of Nebraska's total acr’e"age.-hg

Yoverton, Burlington West, 330-331.

u?a@é-;-a 332,

8poy H, Mattisen, "The Burlington Tax Gontroversy in Nebraska
?;gg)ﬂl?ﬁederal Land Gprants," Nebraska History, XXVIII (AprilsJune,

¥ E2 1

Moverton, Burlington West, 332.


https://llm!t.47
https://1,210,234.35
https://1,160,19a.a1

16

With the assurance thabt the company would receive its full quota
of land one of the reasons for building the railroad in Nebraska had
been realizeds, But even greater difficulties surrounded their con-
gomitant plan to participate in the transcontinental business of the
Union Pacific, Thomas Kimball, Vice-President of the Union Pacifie,
feared that the presence of the Burlington and Missourl River Railroad
in Nebraska would interfere with the rich traffic the Union Pacifie
then énjoyed as a monopoly, and he Anformed the Borlington and Missourd
officlals that he would not allewr their road to commeet with the Unien
Pacifie at Kearney. This wmg contradictory to the Federal statutes of
1864, but Kimball apparently hoped by his tacties to limit the Burs
lingten and Missourd in its construetion, to force it into bankruptey.
if its management persisted in laying track, and then to purchase it
for the Union Pacﬂ,fie._so

Though the commection was eventually made, Jay Gould, owmer of-
much Union Pacific stock and in a position to dictate its policies,
continued to refuse to interchange business with the Burliington and
Missouri at Kearney Junetion on & pro rata basis, The Union Pacific
dememded as much to ship goods from Ogden, Utsh, to Eearney, as it did
to transport the same load from Ogden to Omaha, its own eastern tars
mims, wvhich effectively eliminated the Burlington and Missowrd from
participating in the transcontinental business, Since the Union
Pacific continued adamant in its policy, Burlington officials began to
think in terms of extending their own ralircad to Denver, Colorado,

5pavis, "Building the Burlington Through Nebraska, 325-326,
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thereby developing their own transcontinental businsss: The route

they envisioned was 125 miles shorter Lrom Chicago to Denver than on
the Unien Pacific route, as well as 100 miles shorter than on the Kensas
Pacific and nearly 200 miles shorter then on the Santa Fe.! At s
"peacs sonference® in New York in October; 1880, officials of the
Burlington and Missourl agreed not to build to. Denver if the Union
Pacifie would azree not to extend its roads in southern Nebraska, Vhen
the agreemsnt was brokez{ the Burlington went ghead with its plins and
on May 29, 1882, the road was oped for through business between Chicago
and Denve‘r;sz The parent corporation, the Chicago, Purlington and
Quiney Railroad; formelly absorbed the Burlington and Missonrd River
Raflroad Gompany of Nebraska on Jamuary 1, 1880,53

Hoverton, Mihy Did the C. By & Qo Build to Dénvertt 18185, 195,
21514., 200-205,
Puraght, Docmentary History, LI, 2,
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Chapter I
HE RAIIROADS PRONOTE IMMIGRATION

Railroad Promotional Activities ‘

A period of depression i’ollum@ the ﬁnancial erisis of 1873 in
the United States and for the next several years there ws relatively
1ittle railroad comstruction,' Though actual eemstruction vas slowed,
the railroads apcentuated th%ir‘ pmotiuﬁai efforts. The panic
alerted the discontented to the milliens of a&reé‘of land 4vadldble
for sottlement in the iﬂestﬁ- wesi:égneré alse were desirous of ine
ereasing their number-~betier roads, schools, and local government
would all be fostered by a greater population sharing the tax burden.
Fromuently the railroads wera joined in encsuraging inmigration to
the West by state, comtby, and town immigration efficers and boards,
end 11 the pramoticnal astivities resulted in sn enormous increase
in migration to the West, both from within the United States and from
forelon combries,?

Conspicuous in the encouragement of immipration were the Land
grant railroads thich had gt their disposal lavge amounts of land,
Some railroads held portions of their gremts for future speculative
profits, but the majority sought to #ell as soon as possibla for the
sales furnished the funds necessary to complete md maintain the roads,
Tho settlement of progressive farmers on the land adjacent to the

'Riegel; Amerdea Moves Wost, 553.

zaallie Farmer, "The Beonouit Baekground of Frontier Populism,®
Mississippd Valley Historieal Review, X (Marchy 1924), 406-409,
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yailvoads would also build up traffie on the rood which would yield
econtinuing prefits, The rallroads, hoping to recaive as much revenue
a8 possible from the salé of their landsy were somevhat handiespped by
the existences of govermment homestead land, ‘but the railroads could
slways point out that their land had better transportationsl facilities
and 4% usually was also of equal of better quality: The rafireads had,
Been to that matter then they initially surveyed md laid oat theiw
Foutes,> The Burlington and Missouri River Railrcad in Nebrasks, in
on¢ of its pramotionel pamphlets; stated the railroad attituds toward,
the govermment landi

You oan Judge Por yoursel? whether 4% is not better to

purchass land at four or £ivé dollars por. aore; on ten

yeary aredit; -and six per conts interest; that is good

land and hear g rallisoad, and will quickly advance %o

twenty-five dollars per aers; rather than go upon the

far western or southern plains and homestead landdupon

‘which you are never certain gf half a éropy énd which

will never advance in value,

The price the railroads charged for theiw lands was generally de.
ternined following a ¢areful inspectison of thé land, The type of soil,
the adequacy of the .wmater supply; the amount of timber on the land and
the proximity to a railvcad station all had & bearing on the eventual
price of the land: Prices also varied depending on the general prose
perity of the area and the perded of time. The railroads were éspe-
olally eagor to make eash sales and offered reductions ss high as

PRisgel, Story of the Hestor Railroads, 280,
~ An =nonymous Burlington and Missourd River Railvoad pamphlet proe
moting its lands in southern Jowa and southéastern nebraﬂfg, 18784 2k
The pamphlet is located in the Nebtaska State Histordeal Soclety,
Lincoln, Febraska.
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twenty per cent to stimlate them: Most often; however, oiedit had to
be exténded, Usually the rallroad would zéquire ten to twenty per
cent down with the balance spread over four to ‘ten years in anmual
dnstalilments. Most railroads had two or three different purchase plans
available to their customers at any partienlar time.” In varlety of
piirchase plans the Burlington Railfoad in Nebraska was “the leader,

of fering tronty-slk ditferent plans in 1877 and tiwnty-thive e
following year, A purchasor could arrange to pay for his land. over
any period ranging from ‘six months to eleven yoars on widély differing
yearly insta:l.'lments. Only where timbeér lands were involved was'the
Burlingbon hesitant to extend gemérous grediti feaving that settlers
would be tempted to quickiy strip off the timber and then depart, leave
ing the value of the land preatly reduced.” The Burlingteh sold ite
éntire I_ﬁe‘bv.:géka land grant at thé average price of $5.24 per acre,

its Tova grant brought $11.67 per acves Tn both states the Burlington
recoived sjig};’tiy'mg#e than enough from the sale of ils grants to cower
the cost of original construetien from Burlington, Iows, to Kearney
Junction, exclusive of pqugpmmtx ot the Plattsmouth Bridga.B “The Santa
Fe Railroad was meamhile realizing an average return of $5,02 for its
acreago betvomn the years of 1671 and 1879,

5Greevar. "Compaﬁ.soﬁ of Railroad TLend-Grent Policies,® 88¢

60ver’con’ Mi_gzm Hest, 429,

?Ibidn ¥ . 9l"b

8overtan, @9:99.5__94 1!9«

“Igates; *Homestead Law in Tncongruous Land System,® 68%,
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In Nebraska; the Burlington Railvead was dependent upen the
producty and heeds of the territory 1t served to a preater extent
than was the Unlon Pacifis because it had no share in the trans-
continental business during the 1870's, The fiecessity of promoting
and establishing stablé and productive agrieultural communities was
thus Porcefully évident to the aommw.w Charles Russell Lowsil,
nephew of the post and diplomat James Russell Lowell, served as
assistant treasurer of the Birlington and Missouri Radlroad 4n Towa
and alse had charge of developing the land department. In Desember,
1859, he cutlined the policy vhich was 4o continuve as the company's
stated policy in Nebraska #s well ag Towa, "Eeep it constantly bee
fore the farmers,® he urged, "that we are a Fallroad company & rot a
land company-~that gettlers ave more important to us than & high
price for owr lmd."!!

In the main, the western railroads utilized similay methods of
attracting settlers for their landss Most of them wore eager to
bring settlers to the wost, aven Af they did not purchase lands fion
the railresd, for the more inhabitants the move traffie and the greater
the financial returns. Many settlers desired to see the land prisr to
making & purchase, and the practice was éncouraged by several raile
roads which sold land exploration tickets, the price of which would
be eredited %o eny purchase a prospective settler might make on the
company®s lond, The railvoads all staged elaborate advertising cems

O0verton, Burlingten Hest, 285,

Yauoted n overton, Burlington West, 150,
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paiens; both in the United States and in Europe, utilizing newspapers,
magazines, handbills, end pamphlets, Vhile most of the edvertisements
merely extolled the respective rallvoad's lands; they occasionally
gave sound advice as well, warning heads of families to reflect tare.
fully before commithing their dependents to the diffieulties of a
pioneering Iifeﬁz Hinistors were preferred as agents to distribute
¢irculars and posters and to appeal personally to prospective immie
grants in their native countrieé;ﬁ To attract settlers some yall-
roads placed samples of crops grown in thels area on exhibition, In
the £all of 1874 the Burlington and Missowrd inserted short notes in
Nebraska newspapers requesting that farmers send samples of the erop
of 1874 to the Barlington Lond Department for which they would be re-
dmbursed, The samplés would be sent throughout the East to Allustrate
the resources of the saction of Nebraska vhere the Burlington held its
1ands, * The Illinois Contral Rallroad promoted smmual fairs in order
to boost its lands, offered reduced travel rates to visitors, and set
aside two and one-half miles of railroad ears on its &ide tracks for
‘sleeping Acomqmodationsﬁs The Illinois Central alse iandea‘m;red to ine

aresver, "omparison of Reilvoad Land-Grant Polleles," B7.90,

Dsnannen, Farnerts Last Frontier, 43,

Ihe Beatriee Bxpress, (Beatrice, Nebraska), August 13, 187%¢ The
Fadrbury Gazetle, (Fairbury, Nebraska), August 20, 1874, In respcmsa&'
to the request, the September 5, 187k, Falrbury Gasette veported on the
"character around Hutchison" who had boxed up a bushel of grasshoppers
and sent them to A E. Touzalin, the land commissioner; with an oxe
planatory note: "Here's the products of your Geeesd country--a hundred
bushels to the acre.”

5pani Wallace Gates, "he Promotion of Agiculture by the Illinok
Radlr of Agrieulture by the Illinois
Oentral oa, " Am—m Astory, V (April, 1931), 58-60.
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troduce other trops to alleviate the ¢né erop economy of either corn
or wheat, By the usé of ocirenlars describing the results of experie
méntal farms the company ensouraged the intvoduction of estton and
fruits and also gave prizes for ﬂ.nquoved agricultural maghi;lei*yq»r? 6

The Northern Pacifie Rallread published meps and dbecuments describing
its lands, printed them in eversl languages, and distributed them

via oempany agents througheut the Tnited States and Europe, An 1672
Northern Paeific pamphlet promoting. the Montena _’I.‘érﬂﬁry atated that
*the ‘only iliness which touched the residents of Montana was the dis.
tress of overeating, resulting from éxcessive indulgenes of appetites
heartened by the Anvigorating stwosphere,*'7 The Northern Pacific also
organized a Bureau of Immigration with a -central office in London and
branch -offices in bermany, Holland, and the Scandinavian cowntries,

and vigilantly endéavored 4o keep high pressuie agents pepresenting
other railroads ewey from Aits Furopean immigrants vhen they arrived in
Rew Yorﬁj 8-.-»'3 pecessary procamtion a9 agents represending most trstern
roilveads descended on every ship that lmded in New York, actively
gecking wettlexs for their Mda.”

Burlington Advertising
On April 1, 1870, the Burlington snd Missouri's land department

166ates, "Promotion of Agrieulture by Tilinols Central,® 6, 73.

Quoted in Edward Douglas Branch; Westward, Thé Romanes of the
Amerdean Fmtie;* {New York, 1930), 5 i‘« ' ’

18314
shannon, Faimer's Last Erontter, 43,
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bégan eperatians in Nebraska and Tows, wnder the.ieadership of Gedrge
Sy Harris, who had ¢arned &n enviable yeputation as & land<grent
doomissioner while in the employ 6f the Hannibal and St Joseph's
Railroad dn northern Missourd,2® Harris chose Lincsin 38 the hoade
quarters for the Nebraska land depariment, He hired a denowned pro-
fossor, James D. Butler, whose services he almost lost vhen the Und
versity of Nebraska expressed an interest in eppointing him chanceller
in 1876.%1 Butlew's task vas ‘to pubiieizs the Burlinghon lands $n
Webraska and Towa through Jetters; eirew
He was t6 preparé pamphlets hich would give potential purchasers ine
formation eoncerning the lands the Sost of building moterials, seeds,
end treesy the availability of stock animals, timber, and fuelf the
prevalence of any particular diseasesy and to snswor &ny additional

ars; newspapérs, and 1ec{mrese

questions which prospective settlers were likely to aske These pam..
phlets were printed in fovelen languages snd distributed sbrosd.?? In
an 1673 pamphlet Butler noted that although up t6 that time the Burs
lington lands 4n Nobraska had sold for an average price of $8,42 per
acre they were still cheaper and more advantagecus than other Nebrasia
1lmds because of their close proximity to the ralirosd; their proximity
to neighboring farms under cultivation by homesteaders, md the liberal
erodit offered by the Burlington, In sddftion, Butler proudly called
attention o the faot that the Burlingbon and Missourd "ws the first

2°warton. Burlington Heg; by 31l 290,
ld,; 319,
221134, , 2994300,
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to build yecepiion houses; -affording, in Burlington and Iinesiny shelter,
lodging-room, and sppliances for cooking €6 a1l strargers without
cherge,"*? Tho Ammigrant hones were used by progpective land pir-
¢hasers for Lodging while they Jooked for suitable tracts of land, Food
was provided at cowt,. The home in Lineoln was 00 feet by 2 feet with
2 kitchen, dining. roon; vunming r'ater. and Elesping quarters for ten
families,. By June 10,1872, after approximately one yoaw of epératien,
636 persons had nlready been housedsin the Tariooln immigrant housagzﬁ
‘The Burlington also built immigrant homes especially for some of the
colondes of foreign immigrants it indueed 44 Sottle on dbs Nebraska
lands. Tmigrant homed were eshablished for Polish dmmigrents &n
Howard and Shérma Comntles®> and for Memnienite dmigrants in Tork
Comty, 26 Advertisements o Burlinghon and Missourd 1ands were carried
in foreign-lapuage newspapers wnd in 1870 full page advértisements ape
peered in British newspapers: Colorful posters were placed at ticked
8ffices, ratlroad stations and docks thronghout the world,*’ Edward
Edginten wes émpleyed by the Burlington 4o publicize thedr lands in
Englend, and he spoke to all émigrants én board departing ships, ran

, James D, Butler, Hebrasks, Its Characterdstics and Prospects,
1873 Burlington p_roma%ional pamphlet located in the Nebraska State
Historieal Soelety, Lineoln, Nebraska.

Hoverton, Burlington West, 336-337.

?%oros . Ovens, "John Barzmsld, Land Agent," Nebraoks Mistory,
EXXVI (June, 1955); 85-86r y Land Agent," Hebraska Rlstory,

2656 B, Spors, Mihen the Colonists Arrdved in 187k," Ihe York
Republican, (York, Nebraska), August 12, 1937, ‘ |

*overten, Burlinzten Host, 319-320,
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advertisements in papers; gave lecturesy and passed out pémpﬁleﬁng

In 1878 Burlington advertising suggested that *this Railvoad Corpany
offérs betber lands at lowst prives; longer terms of eredit, and lower
rates of interest than any tompany in the United stéfeawég ¢y 34 Ernst,
éme of the Burlington's Nebraska Land agents, estimated that the Bure.
Yington had spent nearly one million dollars for advertising the
éomtry and sinilar expenses,® The Burlington's interest in ide set
tlers did not end with the pals of 16 lands, I the sarly 18708 b
Burlington domated $5,000 to 4ts Nehraska fromtier farmers; havled some
supplies for them free of thavge and vedused the general freight ratés-
én grain and coal to near cost. Whén &b became evident that the
farmers would have to be supplied with seed prain if they were to reap
a harvest in 1875.the Burlingben agreed to ship fres of chares any
donated grain from any point on the Ohicago, Burlington and Quiney
Railroad %0 any point en the Burlington and Missowrd in Nebraska, '

The competition for progressive setilers between the varicus
wostern land grant rallroads wes very keen, “For éxamsle, &lmost every
railroad sent seeret agents to Russia to induse persons of the Mennonite,
Iutheran, ahd Gérman Reformsd faiths to ¢ome 4o Americs. The Buve

%overtm? Burlinpten West, 361,
#in smonymous Burlington pronotionsl panphlet for gouthern Tot
and southeastern Nebraska, 28, s P
3%, 8, Brost, "Me Rallroad As. a Greator of Wealth n the Develope
o of g Gommmilty or District,” Hebrasks History, VAT (January-lierch,
i <y ' '

31 L - F n B Do i ) ORI . L. N . N , .
L Anonymous H’Lhe Be & M to the Roseus, 8 Sta ourmal,;
(Iinooln, Ne’bras;:a)' Fe'bruary‘!l;, 1875, ¥ &_ M w &T...L‘l'_l’l.é‘_]p
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lington agent, Ermst, met the incoming immigrants f£rom Russis several
times in New York and onee "swiped a vhole trainload from the two
Kansas roads, each of which had a special train awaiting their are
rival at Atchison, but I stole the whole bunch, exeept less then &
dozen mmarried yowng men, and éarrded them all by speclal itrain, free,
to Lincoln, Rebraska. ni2

State and Notion Also Promote Imigration

Railroads were not alone in promoting foreign émigration to the
United States, In 1864 the United States passed its only law shich
directly encouraged immigratier, and it remained in force for four
ye‘ars.;BB After considering vardous bills vhich would place the gove
ernment squarely behind the promotion of immipgration the Houss Committos
on Foreign Affairs on July 3, 1868; issued a report favoring United
States premotion of immigration, The Comnmittes indicated that,

We want people to fill wp these States and Territorles
w want the land oultivated, that plenty and wealth may
ebounds ; 4 shaving in view the growth, prosperity,
greatness, and power of our own land, as also the gene
oral good of mankind, let us throw open wide the doors
of this republie, and invite the oppressed, the earnest
and honest people of all the nations; to come, . 4 Jlet
them come and unite their fortunes with ours in making
this republic the freest and most powerful empire of
the world,-

3%5mst, "Rallroad As a Creator of Wealth," 20,

PBgsorge M. Stephenson, A Histo olon Trteiablans 1620,
1924 (Boston, 19261);??35.13;,5' History of Ameriesny Inmigration, 1820~

. 341;‘ Sﬁfmse gtil’ Represent:tges. Lo gong.v.'-. 2 Ses8., ggmitteg
on Foreign irs, Encouragement of Emigration, House Report No. 7
(Washington, 1868), 1=k B
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Although the bill the House Committes favored was not passed, thé re«
port was characteristic 6?_‘ the general Amerdcan interest in promoting
imigration, In 1871 the Federal government published a "Special Ro-
port on Imigration™ which eontained information oit land prices,
staple products, and average wages, -Several thousaind sopies of the
roport were distributed throughout Europe, >

In 4870 the governors of various states met at Indisnapolis to
oonsider means by which immigpation to the United States sould bs pros
moted, Before adjourning they requested that the Gongress establish
2 natdcnal burean of dmigration.3® Tt vas not wnitil 1882 that the
United States Congress passed any legislation thich Pegulated immie
gration end the regulation it then imposed wag pelatively milds A head
tax of £ifty vents was lovied on all forveigners entering the United
States, and conviets; lunaties, idiots, and persens liable to become
public charges were e‘xcluded.37

Various states joined the railroad tompanies and the Federal gove
ernment in actively promoting Foreign emigration. In 1852 Wisconsin
appointed a commlssioner of immigration who cireulated pamphlets in
Burope which described settlement opportunities in Wisconsin., The
effestiveness of Wisconsin'e efforts was demonstrated by the immigration
statistics of 1853 vhich revesled that while totel immigration to the
l{nited States had declined frem the prey:@ous yeoar, immigration to Wisa

355tephenson, Bistory of Americsn Imigration, 140, 14,

Crpsd., 1o,
M oad,, 142-143,
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oonsin had inoressed by fifteen per tent-«the inerease eoming from the
very countries upon which pamphletéering had been ‘méenimatedpa Other
western states, such se Mimnesota and Yows, quickly established Boards
of Inmigration, Minnesota appropriating ten thousand dollars per year
for its Board's nse,’? Kensas organized an Tumigration Bureau in 186%
vhich reloased pamphlets promoting the stats, Hampered by lack of lege
Aslative support, it was abolished in 1897,

Not to be outdone, Febraska established & Board of Imigration in
1870, and provided 4t wiith $15,000 and the smthority to appoint four
imigration sgents for duty either in thé United States or stwosd,*!
The Board begen with a burst of enthusiasm; publishing numercus pame
phlets deseribing the fertility of the soil and other Nebrasks advane
tages, While the writers of an 9874 pelease "endeavored truthfully to
pépresent the tase," ‘they sould not refrein from the conclusion that,

Nebraska, as a whols, is aboub to be wisely chosen by

the Nations of Mankind a¢ the last gprand gathering

place for the Tribes of Humanity, fitted as she is, in

gubstance and in facty geologleally and topographically,

to be the center in the c¢irele of Statesethe centrsl

stay in the omstellation of R@ublica»«-tha Star of
Bsauty in the érown of Empire, '

P ovench, Westuard, 551
P i,y 5555564
 Mgemeltus 7, Dyck, "Kansas Promotionsl Activities with Particulap
Reference to Mennonites," (wnpublished M, A thesis, The Munioipal
University of Wichita, 1955), 102107,

Myames C. Olsen, History of Nebrasks (Linesln, 1955), 172,

y2 , : . " , ;
"Ce Fy Walther and I. N. Taylor, The Resouress snd Advantases of
the State},g_é_ Nebraska .(Publﬂ.sﬁed by*l;ezg-‘:{ateﬁoard a?%migrai;iom %fkely
in 1871), 25-26, The pamphlet 13 located in the Nebraska State Eistori-
eal Seciety; Lincoln, Nebraska.
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The Barlington and Missourd Railroad wag thé only prallroad teking sd.
vantage of the épportunity of advertising its lands dn the pages of
the Fnglish, ‘German, and Scandinavian prometicnal pamphlets the Board
isaned An. the spring of 1870, In 1674 the Peatrics Express suggested
that while the State Boord of Inmigration and 4he Brrlington and Missourd
Railroad wem both seekcing to bring settlers into the state, the Bure
lingbon wad ®accomplishing infinitely more than the Tmigration Board,
withont ¢ost to the State, """ Suppert for ths Doard waned Fapidly in
the wake of such statements minimizing the importance of the Board's
scoonplishnents ‘and 4t was abolished in 1877,*5 ‘Also assisting in tne
earipaign 16 promots Nebraska was the Nebrasks State Board of Agrieulture.
It sent exhibite of frudt and grains grown ¢n Nebfaska farms to expo~
sitions throughout ‘the Bast, the allvoads providing free transportation,
The Board of Agriculturs, as well ad the railroads, voviferously’ tounte
sived the widesproad yumor that much of Nebraska was unsuited for age
ricultural purposes because of insuffielent rainfall, -Wide distritutien
was given' to Dr, Samusl Aughey's leatned opinien that the state's yaine
foll, alveady adequate; was increasing yeerly: Dr. Aughey was Professor
of Natural Selences at the University of Nebraska and had eondu;zte& X
periments which canvineéd him that as more and more land was brought
wnder cultivation moré end mors rain would ifall.%

*Soverton, Burlincton West, 321

%Anonymons. "he Mernonites,® Ihe Beatrice Exnress, September 10, 1874,

*0180n, History of Hebrasia, 172,
2’6.1:.?_-'&,@! » 172470,
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Rebraskals Growth

The 1860 census revealed that Nebraskatd population wes 28,841,
The aiea of régularly cultivated land was approximately one-half mil-
Tion acres;hs
sdent, By 1670 the population had risen to 123,033f 30,748 of ‘whieh
‘were foreien borns The real population growth, however, tame in the
néxt tws decades, vhen the Burlington and Missourd, the Unien Pacifis,
and the sther state agencies were cemeentrabing on bringing settlers
to Nebraska: In 1880 the census indicatéd"thaﬁ there wera 97.'4’411{-‘
foreim ‘bory parsons -in Nebiaska, by 1890 there were 202 y542, The to=
tal population of the state Sumped from 452,402 in 1880 to 1,058,910
in 1890, The populatien growth cceured in spits of the faot that
the 1870's encompassed -the panic of 1873, thé disastrous grasshopper
Anvasions, severe drought years, low farm prices and ‘izigh cogts of
consumer goods; high interest rates, burdenseme taxes, and the frontier
problems of prairie fires, blizzards, mndstoms; and even Indian raids
in scme parts of the state.5° -Indeed, in the early 1870's a genérally
prevailing opinion in states east of Nebrasks was that nothing would
grow beyond ten miles west of the Missouri River, and for that reason
land sales by the Burlington wers quite slow wntil 1874. Then, Just

or ‘zn-average of less than éighteen seros for each ress

7 C o e
Us S.y Department of the m’cerior Census Ofi‘i.ce Report on Pops=
ul tio of the United States at the Elev;nth Lensuas 18260. Part %

Washingtan, "895): 399
"8pmench, Hestuard, 477,

%Uc Sb. Rggor’b ﬂ Eleventh Gén3u3. 399i

SOJ. R, Johnson, "Nebraska in the Seventies, Nebraska B :.stggz,

XKXVIT (June, 1956), 100,
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a3 the farmers were beginning to prove that the imds west of the
Missouri were of high fertility, the grasshoppers invaded,”'

Despite the difficulties, thé Burlington and Missouri River Rails
yoad Company in Nebraska was quite .éuccessfuu;f‘ competing for thé
foroign emigrants whom the Federal government, most western states,
and’ especially the western railroads possessing government 1md‘ig‘iz'an"é.a'
were_éndouraging to come to the United States,

—

Sigmst, "Radlroad As a Creator of Wealth,® 19420,
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Chaptey III
THE MENNONITE MIGRATION

Ihe Menmonite Faith

At precisely the time that the western land grant railveads were
Seeking progrossive farmers for their lmnds, & large group of Meénnone
1tes began to oonsider migrating from Russia to soms esuntry vhere the
governmental enthorities would not interfers with theiy religisus be.
liefs and practices, The Mennonite Church originated in the Anabaptist
wing of the Refornation period, in 1525 in Zurdch, Switserland,! View.
ing the thurch as a fellowship of believers, the Anabaptists looked
upon baptism as symbolle of a conscious, wholehearted commitment to a
new way of 1ife in Jesus Christ and therefore rejected infant baptism,
The Anabaptists established & believers! church based upen a literal
interpretatien of the Bible and adhered to the principle that love was
the fundamental basis of all soclsl relations,? Their pacifistic bew
136f5 and emphasis en evangelism Gaused them to suffer seversly at the
hands of the established state shurches and politieal authorities,
thousands being killed for their faith, It became a eapital erime in
Europe to embrace the Ansbaptist faith and 4 ériminal offense o give
food and shelter to Ana;baptisté.g The persecution bocame 86 violent
that it destroyed the evangelistic fervor of the church and the Mena
nonites becams essentially a quist people who sought primarily seps

10, Henry Smith, The Mermonites (Berne, Indisna, 1920), 15

3ot b, Unrmn, In the Name of Christ (Scottdale, Pennsylvania,
1952), 1-2,
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aration from the world and freedom to practice their religion.

Ihs Russian Backeround

The Mennonites 1iving in Russia had eome by way of northeastern
Prussia end Hcllsmd; Mennonite refugees i‘rom Holland had migrated %o ,
Prussia in the sixteenth ventury upon the invitation of eccleslastisal
and 1ay noblemen who desived industrious farmers to develop their
Evanpy astataé’;"' By 1750 the ngtcli"ignguage had been completely
sbandoned and the Mennonites were slowly boing sssimilated into the
surrounding Prossien eivilization.’ The growing Burcpean spirit of
militarism in the latter part of the eiphteenth eentury was & har
binger &f trouble for the peace loving Mennonites and slowly the
Prussian govérrment began to restrict their gpecial religious privileges
and eaonomic growth.s On December {7, 1801, Frederick Williem III
issued & supplement to his earlier edioet of July 30, 1789, which pres
vented the Mennonites from further inoreasing the number or size of their
landed estates, Oreatly disturbed by this development; the Ménnonites
petitioned the government to reseind its order, but £6 no avail,’

Méa‘mwhil? the Russian government was actively seeking settlers for

C. H Smith, The Coming of the Russian Mennonites (Beme
Indiana, 1927), 11. ' of Be o ( '
, SCor‘nelius Krahn, "From the Steppes +6 the Prairies," Cornelius
Krahn, ed., From the Steppes to the Prairies (Newton, Kansas, 1949), 2,
Sbavid G, Rempel, "The Memnonite Golonies in New Russia, A Study

of Their Settlement and Economic Development from 1789 to 1914," (une
published Ph, D, dissertation, Stanford University, 1933)s 52-55.

_ 7David G, Rempel, "The Memmonits Migration to New Russia (1787
1870)," 1I, Mennonite Quarterly Review, IX (July, 1935), 318
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its extensive lands along the Volga, Dniester, Dnieper, and Don Rivers,
The first efforts brought in primarily poor farmers and in the hope of
socuring better settlers Empross Catherine IT issued a manifeste in
{763 inviting foreigners to immigiate to Russia and promising all immi.
grants extensive rights and privileges: In addition to land; Russia
guaranteed perpetual exemption from military and olvil serviee, free
religious practice, the right of lotal self-government, ‘and numerous
etenomie privileges.C Tn 1786 4he Russidn govermient invited the Menw
nonites to take advantage of those guarantees and bétween 1789 and 1797
epproximately 350 6f thé poorer Ménnonite  familles from the Danzig
aves emigrated to southern Russia, There théy founded & number of
eolonies on the lower Dnieper River which oame 6 be known as the
Chortitza sottlement.’

The Russian government wif aware of the diseontent of the Prussisn
Mennonites following Fréderick William's edict of 1801 mid again ine
vited the Mennonites to migrate to Russia, Russia procured lsnd for
guch & settlement near the Molochnaia River, rélosating the few settlers
who had been oecupying Some of the land, Groups of Mennonite families
began to emigrate in 1603, When the Prussisn goverrment realized that
4t was about to lose many of ity settlers it endeavored to forestall
their leaving by delaying passports, but with 1ittle success. By 1806
385 families had founded eighteen tolonies ém the Molochnala River,

* %avid 6, Rempe1, "The Mennonite Migration to New Russia (1787
1870)," I, Mennonite Onarterly Review, IX (April, 1935), 7475

%Ipad,, 88,
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which ¢ams to be known as thé Molotschria sottlement; The lands along
the Molochnaia were more fertile than those the earlier emigrants had
‘gottled at Chortitza and ¢oupled with the greater woslth of the later
emigrants the Molotschna settlement was more prosperous from the first,
By 1840 4t consisted of 45 colonles with a population of 11,381,10 e
Mermonites settled in ¢ommma1i-type villages and not on individual
homesteads mainly because early attacks by their halfueivilized 'J.‘artar
neighbors dnd bands of horss thieveés fordsed them ’*’hdgather.f”

The Mennonites prospered in Russia., For & time silk production
was one of the main sourcss of income, after which eattls raising and
vheat production assumed greater importance: The Ukraine beécdme known
a8 the Mgranary of Russia" qué o the great quantities of sheat pro-
dueed by Mennonites and other farmers. Threé-fourths of the Mennonite
families farmed about two hundred aeres each and lived in the trae-
ditional villages of from thirty to £ifty homesteads,  Some individuals
¢mme t6 own large estates, one covered S, 000 \aeresﬂz Mermonite oéwe
tivity in the manufacturs of agricultural machinery progressed so rape~
idly that by 1908 Mennonite factories sccounted for ten per eent of the
total Russimn domestie output,’>

The Mennonites, in Rassia as in the other Burspean comtries vhere

Y0panpel, Mermonits Migration to New Russia,® IT, 118-125
5, R, Pranets, ™emonite Mmatitutions in Esrly Mandtobas A
Study-of Thelr Origins,” Asrienltural History, XLII (July, 1948), 152,

Zxretn, "From Steppes to Prairies," b6,

Drenpe1, Memonite Colenies in New Russda,” 281,
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theéy had sojourned, formed & néarly sepavats state within the borw
ders of the Russlan empirey They preserved their national chavacter
istics and resisted most Russimm influenses, There was ne intere
marriage with native Russians, 1 The Mermonites eontinued to speak
the Germart languags end relatively few learmed Russisn, The tensus of
1897 found that less than ons per cent of all Mennanites iiv‘ing in
Ruesia used Russimn as thelr native ffbmguaﬁs The Mermonites had
their ¢wn educational system and 4n thelr closed meligicus ommunities
supervised every member according t6 their owi regulatisns,. Actordingly,
shen in 1670 the néw Russianization policles becams lmomn the Menmenite
colonists vere fearful that their special privileges would be eradicated,’®
Tsap Alexander II's program 6f 'Rnséimﬂz'atim was far-reaching, Not
only were all previous milltary éxemptions azbolished in 1871, but slso
in store for the Menmonite settlors was tomplete govérnment sontrol of
the school systems in the solonies. The Russian language, instsad of
the Oorman, would now be the nediim of Instruetion in ‘bhe schools, and
the tolonies would be Bubject to direct governmental eontrol in loocal
affairs from St. Petersturg, '’

The Mermenites sent a delépation to the govermment in St. Peterss

Wsntth, contng of Fusetan Memnontes, 43,
 ysiter muhm, "Cultural Achievements of the Chortitza Memnonites,®
Menmondte Iife, IIT (July, 1948). 38
~ 1Coaomg tebbrandt, "he Bnigration of the German Memnonites from
Russia to the United States and Conada in 1873.1880,% I, Mennonite
Quarterly Review, VI (Octobery 1932), 207. | o

WSmith, Coming of Russisn Mennonites, 4,
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buzg in the spring of 1871 to ask for & renewsl of thelr exemption from
nilitery service, tut fomd 1ittle Feceptivity to their requests, The
President of the Tperial Comoll vas disssbisfied that though the
Mennienites had been 1iving in Russia for generations, most still did
not know the Russisn language, The President of the Speolal Military
Camisslion suggested the poﬂsibility of non«oombatant sérvice in leu
of repular military servies tmt the delepates refused to fonsider this,
In Jermary, 1872, mother delegation went ¢ the Crimea with hopes of
geelng the Tear at his winter quarters, bub wore unabls to do. sﬁqw
Clearly, there would be no return to the earliey privilegss end many
Menmonites began to realize that another migration would be necessary
4# they did not wish to ¢ompromise their beliefs,

Iooking Touard Anerica

Cotmielius Jansen, Prussian Consul at Berdiansk, @ grain port on
the Black Sea, early advosated that the Mennonites migrate to the United
States:!? Becanse he believed that emighation was an eventual oer-
tainty, dansen undertook to secure as mich informstion about thé United
States 2s was possible by initdating correspondence with Mermonites ale
yeady in Anerlea, Boginning in 1871 he correspended with John P, Funk,
editor 6f the American Mennonite paper, the Herald ggmgl, seeking
tnformation cemcerning available lmd in Ameriea, veliplous freedom,

i

182.eibbrandﬁ, "Emigrahmn of Gorman Mernonites,® I. 208-20%:

19
Custav Es Reimer and Gnstav Re Uaoddert, M..e_é
(ﬂm, K&ﬁﬂaﬁ. 1956)0 L% P ' mm—g%%
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end military servic‘eezo
the Russian government dwindled, Jansen made available the information
he had been collecting about conditions in Amerdica; first through core

respendence and finally by printing a booklet of selscted letters from

As prospeots for reaching an agreement with

America and distributing copies among the Mennonites of Russia and
Prussia;m
During the sumer of 1872 four young men from the Molotschna cole
ony toured the United States, The young men, fyom fairly wealthy homes,
came on their own volition to become aequainted with America-<its peopls,
institutions, and religion, Though not an authorized delegation, if
their report would prove favorable, an officlal delegation would likely
be sent, The young men visited John ¥, Funk in Elkhart, Indiana, and
from there went wostward to visit Dlinois, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska,
Minnesota, Jowa, and other étaiieé.-?‘z While in America one of the young
men, Bernhard Warkentin, received the stunning news that his fisnce!
had died and he decided not to return to Russia with his colleagu‘es.23

201 stbbrandt, "Emigration of German Mennonites, I, 210, Peter
Jansen, in a June 19, 4895, letter to John F, Funk, indicated that
Cornelius Jansea's correspondence #ith Funk during 1871 and 1872 was
"roally the first step token toward the Mennonits Immigrations to
the United States,™ - The letter is quoted in Ermst Correll, ed.;
"Sources on the Mennonite Imuigration from Russia in the 1870's,"
Mennonite Quarterly Review, XXIV (Oectober, 1950), 352

2 poimer and Gaeddert, Exiled by the Cgary 51<52. Coples of the
booklet, Sammlung yon Rotizen fiber Amerika, are located in the Bethel
College Historical Library. °

2250hn Fo Funk, *The Mennonites in Russia, A Visit from there,”
Herald of Truth, (Elkhart, Indiana), August, 1872,

 Zcnpsstion Krehbiel, Prairie Pioneer, The Christian Krehbisl
Story (Newtony Kansas, 19815-75; '
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Warkentin remained in Summerfield, Illinols, with Christlan Krehbiel,

who had eome to the United States from Bavaria with his parents in

1851 bovause of the military conseription laws theré,zl’ Warkentin

kept in sorrespondence with his friend David Goersz in Russia, to whom

he reported the findings of his extensive travels in the western states.

His letters were duplicated and edreulated in the Mennonits villages

and wers read at mass meetings vhere they were enthusiastically re~

colved and helped to pave the way for the coming mig’ration;%
Warkentin's presence in Summerfield snd the fact that a delegation

of Rus$ian Mennonites was expected in 1873 to explors American lands

soon became known to the western railroads., Assuming thet Warkentin

was an advance agent, railrvoad agents contacted Warkentin, telling him

of their avallable lands and offering free iransportation for inspeetion

tours,2® A representative of & Texas railroad took Warkentin and other

Mernonites from Summerfield on & journey through Texas, but although

Warkentin's party found the soil inviting they thought that the Russian

Mennonites would not sppreciate the hot climats, A wepresentative of

the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Rallvoad offered free transportation %o

& group of Mennonites from Sumerfield which thoy ascepted in the sumer

of 1873, The representative, Goodenow, showed them lands on which

0lin A. Krehbiel, "Christian Krehbiel," The Menhonite Eneyclos
pedia (& vols,, Newton, Kansas, 1955-1959), III, 236, o
25rahn, "From Steppes o Prairies,” 7§ Gotnelius Krahn, ed., "Some
letters of Bernhard Warkentin Pertaining to the Migration of 1873-1875,"
Mennonite Quarterly Review, XXIV (July, 1950}, 250,

26Krehbiel, Prairie Pioneer, 73.
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plonéers had alreéady erected bulldings and madé othér improvements,
Those lands had now been granted to the railréad which planned to
evict the settlerss Even though the prices quoted were "invitingly
low," the Mennonites were hesitant to purchase lands from which other
settlers would first need to be ‘evicted; especlally after a group of
the settlers gathered menacingly before the hotel at which Goodenow
end the Mermonites were staying in Parsons, Kansas, threatening the
Ménnonites with violence if they purchased the settlers! lands and
attenpted to ceupy them,>

While the four young men from the Molotschna golony were touring
the United States, a Canadian Immigration agent, W. Hespeler, arrived
in Russia o attempt to convince the Mennenités to make Cenads their
new home, Although the Mennonites had previously contacted the British
Consul at Berdiansk requesting information regarding ¢onditions in
Canada, Hespeler learned of the possible Memmenite emigration while’
secking settlers in southern Germany. Hespeler was warmly received.
in the Russian Mennonite villages and his report wms well received by
the Canadian Minister of Agrienlture, In faet, the Minister proposed
that the Canadian government send ships directly to the Black Sea to
transport the Mennonites to Canada, Such enthusiasm led the Pritish
authorities to cautlon Hespeler and the Canadian officilsls for they
did not want the Russian government to get the idea that other eountries
wore actively soliciting the Memnonites and encouraging them %o leave

27k penbiel, Prairie Pleneor, 73-75.
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Rassia, 25
On ¥arch 7y 1872, thé Memnenites also petitioned the American

-Consul at Odessa, Russia, indicating that there were approximately

100 Henmonite colonies in Russia with a total population of about
150,000 persons,2? ' The petition eventuslly was received by the United
States Secretary of State, Hamilton Fish, who noted the statement thatl
E, :Schuylers the United States Minister ot St. Petorsburg, had appended
to the doomment, I do not £ind in Burope any betier emigrants than
these Mennonites and should the shole colony go to the United States,
they would repidly develop into good &nd useful eltisens,n’

The ‘Committes of Twslve

By the spring of 1873 enthusiasm for emigration to Noith America
resulted in the most interestéd soleomies sending offiéial delegates to
‘investigate conorete possibilities; The detailed instruetions given
‘the delegates wore essentially similar to the requests the Mémnohites
had made in the pétitions sent to the British and American governmentSee
full religions freedom together with freedom from nilitary service,
‘guitable lands at moderate prices and if possible some financial ase
eistance for the trip from Russia to América, One sdditional stipulas
tion not previously requested was included--the delegates ware ‘to seek

28 evbrandt, "Euigration of German Mennonites," I, 210<221.

zgrhe figure of 150,000 is undeubtedly somevhat of an exaggeration.
Rempel, following considerable study in documents of the period, ton~
cluded that there wers epproximately 20,000 Mennonites in New Russia in
1868: Rempel, "Mennonite Colonies in New Russia,® 212,

300uoted in Leibbrandt, "Endgration of German Menncmites,® I, 224225,
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the right to live in closed settlements with the privilege of autine
omous local administration end the use of their native German lane
guage. Closed homogenesus ecmpnitﬁ.es; the Russian Memnonites felt,
would ensble them %o maintain their religious and natiensl Sntegrity,!
The 1873 delogation was composed of twelve men from the various
Mermonite ¢ommunities in Russia and Prussila whe traveled in three:
groups throizh the sastern United States, meebing by agrectient' at
‘Fargs, Dakota Territory; on June 9, %873,‘33 Here they warse medt by
‘Hespeler who, in behalf 6f the Ganadian government, invited the éntive
group to iuvestigate settlement possivilitiss in Maniloba.-- The Cara-
dian’ governuant, due largely 4o Hespelerts efforts, tus will' prepared
for the Menionite delegation and offered the delegates written assurance
of thei ‘feqﬁes%.é;'%\ 3. W, -'we; Secretaryoi‘ the Ganadian ’nepamm
Cenada promised the Memnonites Wentiré exemption fiom militaf'y servies,"
The goverrment had veserved eight towmnships’ for the Memnonites where

Hgeorg Letbbrandt, "The Emigration of the German Mennonites. from
‘Russia to the United States and Canada, 1873-1880," II, Mennonite
Quarterly Review, VIL (January, 1933)s 6. |

Psnith, goming of Russisn Memnonites, 51-52, In view of Warkene
tin's experienca with Anerican railrcad agents, end since his letters
to David Goerz had provided much of the impetus for the official dolew
gation, it was somewhat surprising that Warkentin was not appointed to
accompany the delegation An Amerieas Warkentin was vortain that Cors:
nelins Jansen had prevented his zppointment when Warkentin's father had
endeavored to make it, Jansen having felt that Warkentin's letters were
not to be trusted and that he was too- young for such responsibility.
Barnhard Warkentin to David Goerz; March 28, 1873, Bernhard Warkentin
Collection, located in the Bethel College Historieal Library, Norih
Newton, Kansas.

33mibbrandt. “Emipration of German Mennonites,® IT, 7-8.
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ahy family head or persen twenty-one years old sould homestead 160
acres and eould purchase the rémaining acres in the seotion at one
dollar per acre. The maximum soreage any one settler could acowmlate
was 640 acres, If they pettled in Canada, the Menmonites were assured
of thelr desired closed commmities, for the eight towmships wore ré-
served exclusively for them and 4f their settlement would extend bes
gond the specifically reserved townships additional ones would be reés
served, If the Mermonites did not approve of the logation of the 6«
riginal townships, they ecould exchange them for any other unoccupied
towmnships. The government promised the Menmonites the full exercise
of their religious principles without any restrictions whatever, and
extended the same privilege to the education of Memonite children,
The Canadian government &ven agreed o furnish passénger warrants from
Hamburg to Fort Garry (now known as Winnipeg) for $30 per adult person,
for §15 per persen under eight years of sge and for infants under one
year of age thers would be no chargs: The rates wers guaranteed for
three years.Bu The Canadian government éven paid the expenses the
Mermonite delegates had incurred in traveling from Berdiansk, Russia,
to Mamitoba and back«-a total of $67‘0,35 The provisions which Hespeler
and the Canadian govérnment held out to thé Memmonite delegates were
far more generous than anything they were 6 feceive in the United
States and were eéspeolally appealing to the delegates representing the

Us Sy Congressional Record, 43 Cong., 1 Sess.; {April ik
1874); 30543055, B o U '

35Ledbbrandt, "Emigration of German Mernonites," II, 9,
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posrer Memonite villages in Russia,3® OF the 18,000 Mennonites who
emigrated from Russih to Norih Amerdca during the decads of 1873 %o
1883, approximately 8,000 settled in Manitoba,”’ the high percentage
festifying to the effectiveness of Hespelerts work and i¢ the high
quality of the Manitoba Iandsssaf Pober ‘Jansenf son of Cornelius
Jansen, felt that the "chief reason® so many ﬂénnan?.‘bes ‘¢h6se Mani«
toba instead of the United States was because "they believed & monw
archial govetnment more sccording to Scripbure than a Republican,">?

After they had viewed the Cansdian lands, the delegates journeyed
southward wheréd they resumed thely investigation of the lands availe
able in the western states of Amerisca. John Fy Funk accompanied the
delegates and later printed in the Herald of Truth a resume! of their

¢+ By the middle of July the delegatés iwached Nebraska, guests of
the Union Pacifio Railroad Company. OFf the larids shown them by Unien
Pacific agentsy Funk noted that "the land lays nise, the erops were
excellent, tho Boil is fertile, and land ton bé purchased at reasenable
prices and on very easy terms, The milder climate of this region offers
advantagés to sotilers which are not %6 be enjoysd in more norther [' eic]
losalitiea, n*?

365mii:h, Coming of Russisn Mennonites, 60-61s

37Leibb;fand§, "Emigration of German Memnonites,® IX, 33.

BBErnst Correll, "Mennoniie Imigration into Menitoba; Sources and
Documents, 1872, 1873," I, Jennonite Quarterly Review, XI (July, 1937), 200,

39Peter Jansen, Memoirs of Peter Jansen {Beatriece; Hebraska,
1921), 84,

*0obm F. Funk, "otes by the Way," Herald of Truth, X, November, 1673,
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-on July 18 offieials 6f the Burlington and Missouri River Railvoad
Company met the Méenmonite delegation at Kearney Junction, Funk later
wrote that the Burlington lands were "in someé places more rolling in.
doed than desirable, yet wo found good soil, producing good corny wheat,
pata, vegetables, ete.” Commenting on additional features of theé land,
Funk noted that the "grass on the elevativng however, was light, We
found éonsiderabls buffale grass. Thore are bub fow sireams: Wells arve
bored from 30 t6 100 feot deep and ecost 60 eents a foot wilth tmoket,
vindlass, eto, neluded,""! The delegates visited with a farmer vho
had homesteaded 4n the area mnd whose well kept sod house impressed
them. The farmer's well was 77 feet deep amd had been eompleted in cne
day, Professor Butler joined the Mennonlte delegation at Kearney Junce
tion and supplied much additional informatien regarding the area. Funk
¢oncluded that,

this country is woll adapted for setilements., It cerw

tainly gives to the settler a wider yange of ¢rops and

fruits, a longer sumer, and 4 milder winter then more

o Stock ratsing, 'Taoro 1s no douby Hheh Snere sro jary

'-axceneﬂg localities for settlements to be found in this

state,”

Paul Tschetter, a young minister of the Russian Hutterite brethren
vwho practiced the commnity of goods, was another of the twelve Mennonite
delegates and he kept a diary of his Amerdican experiences, Like Funk
he found that Nebraska "is excellently fitted for wheat, vats and corn,"
but he alse saw several drawbacks, The grass was not very plentiful,

Msohn F. Funk, "Notes by the Way," Herald ef Truth, X, December, 1873
M214,
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the 1and was hilly and streams wore scarces The ease with vhich water
could be secured was one of the delegates’ major considerations,
Tschetter noted that to get water one had to dig "one hundred thiitesn
foot in the ground;* and that Yonly éne small insignificant stream,®
had been goen in their Naobraska travels, Morsover, the region was
“entirely tresless" and lumber for bmilding purposes would need to be
shipped frem Minnesots, at relatively high z,-at’es,"_"s The eéntire dele-
gation spparently shared Tschetter's view of Nebraska, for Bornhard
Warkentin was .surprised that the entive deputation "has been darrieq
avay so totally by the influence of the Canadisn govermment and the
Northern Pacific Railway Co., and veceived such & prejudice agsinst the
southern states that they did not éven consider them worth seeing."
Warkentin noted that elder Jacob Bulles was leaning toward the Dakota
Territory and that the Revorend #Wilhelm Ewért favored Kansas, and that
none favored Nebraskaa;%
The delegates met in New York and departed for Russia on August
20, 1873, all quite enthusiastic over the possibilities of setilement
in North America, but each tending to favor different localities, Their
roturn voyage was marred by ¢ne of the most violent and destruetive
storns in maritime history, during which 250 boats were reported 10‘51:3"5
The vessel on vhich the Mennonite delegatos had taken passage was hit

u3é' « M. Hofer, trans, and ed,, "The Diary of Paul Tschetter, 1873,
II, Mennonite Quarterly Review, V (July, 1931), 211-212, ‘
Bornhard Warkentin to David Goerz, Mugust 13, 1873, Bernhand
Warkentin Collection. e 2 1503,

Msom 5, Gering, Atter Fitty Years (Mariom, South Dakota,
1924), 21,
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by a gigantic wave which weshed ome lifeboat overboard, tore 2 gaping
hole in the deck of thé ship, and resulted in injury to fourteen mem,
The stora was £inally weathered . and the delepgates raturned to tell thelr
brethren of the new Lands they had ssen, 0

‘Prior to thelr departure several of the delegates, Peul Tschetter
amengst them, endeavéred t5 Secure guavantees that they would be able
46 establish closed settlements in the United States. Jay Cooke, a
trustee of the Northern Pacifie Rallvoad, arrariged an audiéncd with
President Ulysses S, Grant. f_rhé delegates requésted that they and all
their brethren be exempted from military servite for the succeeding
£ifty years and that they be allowed to administer thelr own schools
according to their owm rulss, shich méant that instrustion would be in
the German language. A1l that Hamilton Fishy in behalf of the United
States government, ¢ould assure the delegates, however, was that the
United States had no desirs to be dnvolved in eny wars during ihe next
fifty yoars .’W

The United States governmend did give some donsideration to the
desire of the potential dmmigrants to setile in eloséd homogéneous
communities. In his 1873 ropord, Secretary of the Intericr Columbus
Delamo outlined for the Congress the Mennonites! desire to come to the

4. 3. Friesen, Your Fathers’ Joumey to Anorica, in 1874,% fhe

Henderson Review, (Henderson, Nebraska), August 10, 1937,
st correll, *President Grant end the Menmonite Tnmigvation
from Russia,” Memonite Quarterly Review, IX (July, 1935); 146149,
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United States and Moceupy & portion of our publie lands in a compact
body, with no strangers to their religious faith within the exterior
bowrids of thelr possessions.“l}g Delano accordingly requestsd the
guthority to withdraw from sale or entry such lands as the Mermenites
might desire to occupy, In the event they would chooss to purchase
raliroad lands, Delano raquested the amthority to withdraw the al
ternate sections of land belonging to the Federal government &o that
the tlosed settlament idea could b realized,’ President Grant mene
tioned Delano's request in his December §, 1873, message to Congress.
Expresgsing interest in the desire of the Russian Memmonites to migrate
to Ameriea; Grant sugpested that "the acquisition of so large an immi-
gration of eitizéns of a superior class would without doubt be of sub-
stantial benefit to the country," and invited the Congress to consider
Delano's request.5°

On December 8, 1873, Congressman A: Herr Smith of Pénnsylvania ine
troduced in the House of Representatives a Mennonite petition which re-
quested that the Mennonites be allowed to select adjoining lands, either
by purchase or under the homestead laws, and to reserve them until “1881’«5'1
On January 12, 1874, Senator Simon Cameron of Pénnsylvanis Introduced

150 %Quoted in Correll, "President Grant snd the Menmonits Immigration,®
[}

Y., 1-150,

5°U1yss‘es S, Grant, Fifth Anmual Méssage, December 1, 1873, James

Di Rithardson, A Compilation of the %ess%. g and Papers of the Presidents,

1873)5126080 Congressionsl Record, 43 Cong,, 1 Sess., (December 8,
- »
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a similay petition in thé Sémate: In the petition the Memmonites ine
dicated their determination "o emigrate to some comitry vhéere wo san
enjoy oivil, social,'snd religlous iberty, " ‘and voquested that Af they
should purchase rallroad lands in the western states md territories
they be allowed to select and yeserve the alternate government lamds,
sither by purchase or under the homestsad laws 86 that they would be
insured of having their desived closed commnities, They desired to
reserve such lands as they might select until 1881, which date marked
the ten years within which they had to leave Russia or accept Russime
ization, The Menmonites also mentioned that the Camadian government
had of£ere&“€tiiem nany conesssions, but thab nany of them preferred to
settle in the United States if the spportunity is given us to locate
in uolbnies;ﬁz On February 24, 187%, Representative A, Herr Smith ine
troduced a bill to enable the Mermonites to effect their &esired closed
settlements on the United States publie .fl.ahds and 1t was veferred to
the House Comittee on Public Lends,™ senator William Windon of
Minnesota introduced a similar bill in the Senmate on April 2, 1874, mmd
sought to guide 1t through the Senate,’

Senator Windo's bi1l provided that advancs agents could withdraw
entire tracty of land ranging up to 100,000 acres for the Memnonites,
who would then have two years to settle the lands. In all, 500,000 seres

%o Hemontts petition vas printed in U, 5., Gongressional Re-
COﬂ § 1:»3 Gang... 1 Sesgs.y (Jaﬂm 125 1874)3 5700 '

530; 8., Congressional Record, %3 Cone., 1 Se ¢3 24
18k, 3t Congressional Record, 43 Cong., 1 Sess., (February 2k,

p_— ol U. S Congressional Record, 43 Cemgsy 1 Sess.y (Aprdl 2, 4874),
»
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eould be withdrain in such & mamer, Windam éxplained 6 his Semate
eolleagues that the Mermonites vere Pfarmers; industrious, intelligent,
and in every respect the ¢lass of pesple most destred in 'thia gountry,; w55
and that since the Canadian govermment had already offered the Mennonites
greater adventages than they were asking in the United States, the bill
should speedily be passed. "mless we ¢hoose to drive away forty thousand
of the very best farmers of Russia who aré now gompeting with us. in the
markets of the world with some tem million btushels of thelr maat«”56'
Other .senatérs similsrly praised the Mennonites and urged- the passage

of the billy Simon Cameron of Pénnsylvanis explained that Mennonites
had béen 1iving in his state sincd Y724 and wers Mamong: the best of our
cltizends & » « I do not balleve thers 4s a better class of people in
the world than avée the Gsrman Monnonites, » « & I an éure that wherever
they go they will be a blessing to the neighborhosds in which they think
proper to setile, 17 Pemsylvania’sy other Senator, John Scott, dchosd
Camoron’s words, stating that "for thrift, industry, teondmy, integrity;
md good morals, they [ Memonites] are not éxceeded by zny other olass
of the population,”  In later debate ont the bill; Senator Deniel D,
Pratt of Indiana ¢ontended that Pthere 48 rio worthier olass of peopls’
upon the face of the globe. » « & Certainly there is ro more valuable

553 & .
1872})t 3051". M.R_G_CO_. 3 Cong ’ { Bessy, (Ap!‘ﬂ 1’1’,

5?&11_1'_., 3057-3058,
5Brosd., 3038,
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olass of immigrants that have ecome or will come to this country than
these Mennonites,">”

These laudatory characteriszations of the Mermonites notwithstand-
Ang, several semators wolced major reservations %o the piineipls of
allowing a foreign -elass of people o emter the United Stabes plamning
to pétaln their foreign identity, Semator George F. Edmunds of Vér-
mont argned that it wos "fundamentally wrong® for any sect of people
to be separated from the rest of the community end to establish within
the United States a settlement whish would exclude other eitizens,5
Senator Orris S, Ferry of Comecticut feared that the Menmnonites might
take up the reserved lands, hold them indefinitely without becoming
United States citizens, and thus retain their immmity to the militavy
dlfa.ftcé-i Senator Allen G« Thurman of Ohdo poianted cut thet much of
the best agrieultural land had been given to the rallroads or wae
eovered by homestead and presemption applications snd that the remsine
ing pood lands must be Jealéusly gusrded. Reserving lurge portions of

it for the Mennonites was ™ot the way of 'giving land o the landless,t "

Senator Thomas W, Tipton of Nebraska then rose to counter seme of the
argiments, pointing cub that the Mennonltes were not "ordinary immie

v,

B9 e e
70, S.¢ Comoressionsl Récord, 43 Cong.; § Soss.; (April 22

£0 o e . o
Yo7, 3055‘» Congressional Record, Bes o {Ap .

Us Sey Conpréessional Recerd, 43 Congos 1 Sess.s (April 14

€2y, 5., Congressionsl Record, 43 Conge, 1 Sesss, (April 23,
ve7), 3299-536'6:&_%”—_"' oy 1 s {Ap ¥
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grants® sinoes they would bring substantial wealth to Ameriva.. ‘He was
cortain that the Menronites would become "patristic, devoted, and
selfegacrificing ci_ti‘zens;'i'ss Tipton may have been. convincad thab
the legislation was proper but most of his vollesgues wers niot, &nd the
BA11 Vs never brought £ & voté, And, while their petitimns wers
boing deliberated ab leisure in the Congrass, -the migrabing Mennonites
began to strean dato the Tnited States, As they effected conbracts
with' the lend depariments of various western vailivads they graduslly:
abandoned theiw plans for tlosed settlements,®

Onee the Russian government realived that the Menmonites were sow
rious in their emigration plans smd that their departure meant the
loss of many of the best Russian farmers, they sought a reconciliation
with the Memnonites. General E, I, dé Todtleben, Crimean War hero, was
sent to the Molotschna colony vhere, in full militery uniform, he ade
dressed the Mennonites at a huge assembly in oné of their churches,
Speaking in Germen, he pointed out the advantages of "fine Bchools, fine
ghurches, fine houces and gardens,! which the Mennonites emjoyed in
Russia but which they would lose if they emigrateds In Russia, the
generel 8ald, the Memnonites could hire Russian laborers at low wages
to do their work, but in America they would have to "dig trees, weed

6303'5.»- ongressional Record, 43 Cong.y 1 Sess., (April 23,
18749, 3300_53%&_1@&4@. ongsy 1 Sesssy (April 23,

a’Cor:'ell. "president Grant mnd the Mermonite Iumigration,” 151.
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the voots and break the prairis and do all your work yourself,"®> The
majority of Mennonites living in Russia evéntually accepted the none
combatant provisions Todtleben offered in behalf of the Russian gove
éynment and remained in Russias

Those vho were determined 46 leave could not be dissuadeds Somoe
times entire commmities decided to migrate in & body and thus whole
villages were offered for sale, Thousands of persons secking to sell
their property at virtually the same time meant that prices plumeted
and many Mennonites who had been fairly welleto-de in Russia arrived
in the United States with very little cepital. Not infrequently farms
worth from 5000 to 7000 Russian rubles were sold for 1500 to 2000 rubles,

Recognizing the finenclal difficulties of many of their Russian
brethren, those Mermonités already in Amerdea offered material assist
znce from the very first, The Menmnonite Board of Guardians was organized
to facilitate aid efforts and provided the Mennenites in Russia with
information and Anstructions, made contracts with stemmship and paile
way companies in order to get the lowest possible prates, and stationed

66

representatives at the ports of Hamburg, Germany, and New York to assist
the immigrants mnd protect them from iraud'.ﬁ? Most of the Memonite

€51a00b A, Wiebe, "The Fomding of Gnadénau,” Krahn, éd., From
Steppes to Prajries, 99100, o

 Sretbovanat, "Emtgration of German Memnonites," II, 28; John F,
Funk, "From Russia,® Herald of Truth, January, 1874, The Russian
ruble was worth about 73¢ in American money at that time, Melvin
Gingerich, "The Alexanderwohl *Schnurbuch,' * Mennonits Life, I
(January, 1946), 46, '

67Lesbbrandt, "Enigration of German Mermonites,® IZ, 28-29,
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immigrants could not speak English, eonsequently they were susceptible
to the fast talking land and colondsation agents who met every ine
coiting ship, Bernhard Warkentin met many 6f the Memnbnité immigrants
in New York in behalf of the Board 6:? Guardians and the evidences of
frand he saw convineed hin that it was "a’bsoiutely necessary for an
inpartial perstn from the Mennchita brotherhood™ to ba stationed in New
York at a1l tinss %o supervise all the Mennonité imigrants,% e
Board of (uardians negotiated a eontract with the Inmen Steamship Line
and the Erde Rallroad on Februaty 27, 1874, The Inmen Line agreed to
transport Memonite immigrants from Hemburg to New York, vla Hull and
Liverpool; and the Erié Railroad would thén transport the Mennonites
from New Tork to either Atchison, Kansasy Omsha, Nebraskap Sioux City,
Iowaj o St, Paul, Minnesota, The fare for the entiré trip was pegged
at $41 fram Hamwrg to Omaha or 5t Paul snd $42 to Atchisen or Sioux
city, Children from five to twelve yours of ags were halfeferej children
batueen the ages of one and five were halfwfare from Hamburg to New
York end free the rest of the way} vhile infants wnder éne were free
for the entire journey: The Memmonites were guaranteed up to twenty
cuble fest of fyee baggage on the steams&za_.pé and 150 pounds of free
baggage on the ralivay and froe meals wepe also provided on the Inman
line, The Board of Guardiang agreed t6 use its influence to have as
nany Ménnonites as possible choose the Inmen Line and the Erie Railway
on their pilgrimage to America: It has been estimated that the American

6aBernhardw kentin to David Goerz, » ke
Bernhard Warken rz, May 17, 167%, Beprhard ar-
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Hennonites furnished thely Puropean brethren with material assistanae
-amotnting to at least $150,000 during the great mi@atiom@

The actual migration began in 1873; Just before they departed for
Furepe; the Hemminite eocmdités 6f twelve was pleasantly surprised to
meet a emall group of Mémmonites who had Just arrived in New York from
the Crimea in Rugsia, one of the first dmmd ‘:‘an’tgrbnpé;?o' The group
w28 under the leaddrship of Daniel Mnvuh, initially & faimer in the
Molotschna eoleny Wi moved t6 the Crimea it the early 1860's when ‘the
land problem becans acute in the ﬁcidts&né--ﬁdlény{” Unruh, with his
fanily end some friends, had desided to emigrate as soon s Ak becams
clear that his sons would ne longer ba f£rés from military bblﬁ.ga;tions'.:?z
Unruh toured the westeérn and middié-westeri statos before deciding to
Settle in the vieinity of Tankton in what was thém Dakota Territory,’~

e Mermenits migration presented the various raiiread agents with
a wnique and inviting situation<sthousands of potential setllers were
pouring inte the United States, not yet détermined where they wished to
gettls,  The remainder of this stody will tenter on the resulis of the
efforts of the Birlingtor and Missouri Biver Railwmvad o settle the
Mennonite dmmigrants on iis Nebraska lands,

Gg_Laibbrandt,; "Emigratidn of German Memnonites,® II, 29.30.
"O%0ring, After Fifty Years, 20,
™Liotn D, Unruh, The Dantel Onruhy Story (Freeman, Scuth Dakota,

19590, 14

 "2hanist . Unrub, grandson, of Deiel Untli, persenal nberview
with the author in Freeman, South Dakoba, March 31, 1962,

"tertng, Ater Fitty Years, 21.
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Chapter IV
fHE BURLINGTON SEEKS THE MENNORITES

The compstition for the Mermenite immigrants betwsen the Santa Fe
Railroad 4n Kansas and the Burlington and Missowsd River Railread in
Nebraska was especially keén and, of course; other railroads also
hoped t6 interest the Memnonites in the lands they had to offers The
Mennanites? reputation as able end industrious farmers had already
been established in the eastern United States and, s the statements
by Congressmén yevealed, their sucosss in Russia was well known. The
finsneisl panie of 1873 and the grasshopper plagues of the following
yea:-a{'had slowed the progress of western development and eolonization
and ‘the prospect of securing up to 406,000 skilred pt*ai‘rie farmers who
wéx'e afraid of neither grasshoppers nor hard times helped to éxplain
the competition between the various rallroads for the Mennaniiieaﬁf

Av B+ Touzalin, Lend Agent

Albert B, Tourelin, lond eommissioner for the Burlington and Mis.
gourl River Raﬂxoad;z found himself in a wmique &nd wenvizble situe
etion. Touzalin had previously been quits successful 4n seonring Mene
rionite settlers for the Santa Fe Rallroad 4n Kansas, end he found that
the Mermonites were inclined to sottle thers their relatives and neighe-
bors from Russia had settleds Now, however,. Touzalin was employed by
the Burlington Railroad end charged ‘with sesuring as many Mennonites
a5 posgible for the extensive Parlington lands in Nebraska.

1Smiﬂ1r Coming of Russiaon Memonites, 114115,
“Me Dedly State Journal, July 25, 187k,
57
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igrant himsalf, Touzalin oame o the United States

with His parents f‘z-om Elgnmd in 1850 when he was eight years of ags.
By 1867 he was employed by the Baurlinglon and Misseurd River Railrosd
i Toua 68 geneiizl pastengér dnd ticket agent,? here he was highly rea
garded 25 2 passenger ‘traffic mansger nd mi intelligent a&v\ertiser.“
Woon 411-health foroed Di L Lakin-to vesign his position as the first
Sante Fe land comuissioner in 1872 Teuzalin accepted the position snd

sdintely proceeded to trganizé the Sintd Fo land and fmmigration de
partments A man of great adwinistrative ability, Tousalin appolnted
agénte dni the new towis along the Santa Pels land grant and énoouraged
them t6 promote settlements Throughout the Bast he dommissionsd miniss
ters, lawyers, school teachers, and newspaper edilors to promote the
state of Kansas and especially the Lands availebls fvom the Senta Fé
Rallvoads Al1 thé agemts weré paid on a commission busis, which meant
that the entire advertising program gould be corried on with a mintmm
of expendituré, Iiterally tona of litevature promoting the Kensas lands
were disteibuted,”

‘Waen Touzalin lea¥ned thab many Mammites wuld Likely leave

Russia n search of religicus freedom, he quickly saw the desirability
of in&ucing' the Memonites to soms to Xansas. In Lawrence, Konsas,

3Ancxwmoua, "ATbert B, Touzalin," Colerads m Gazette, Sepw
tambear 2’4‘5 1889; ?eprinted fl‘m ‘the EBM%EQ Bta‘be Q g.

. ;Carl Bermhand Schmidt, ;Renﬂniaemces of Torolgn Talgrabion iork
or Kmsas,? jong of the Kamsas Sty g.sm g, g ety 2 g
1906 (Topekay 1908, Ly W7 "

Pbu Lo Waters, Stesl Trails %o Santa Fe (Lawrerce, 1950); 220«
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Touzalin made the acquaintencs of Carl B, Schmidb, a well edudated
yomg German in the mereantlls business, and, after appointing him sn
irmippation commissioner, he plammed to send Schmidt to Russia to se-
¢urs Memnenite settlers,® Tn 1873 George Herrist, a Smta Fe land
apenty made repeated visits to Sumerfield, Illinolis, t6 ses Berphard
Warkéntin and soon convinced Warkentin to travel to Kensas at Smanta
P expense to view the Santa Fe lands; In Kansas Varkentin mst Touzalin
who offered prospects of very favorable eolonizing terms and Warkentin
agroed to attempt Lo persuade the expected Russisn delogation of 1873
to vislt Kenoas during thelr tour of North Anerdca.’

Rnowing that Christian Krehbiel was partial to Kensas as & location
for Mermonite settlers, Touzalin eablsed him inviting him to eome to
Topeka at the Santa Fe's expense, When Krehbisl avrived Touzalin ene
deavored to persnads him to join, again abt Santa Fé expense, the Mene
nonite deputation which was théen 4n Canada viewing the Manitoba lands,
Touzalin hoped that Krehbiel would be ablée %o persuade the Mermonite
deputies to visilt Kensag. Krehblel réfused Touzalin'a offer, advising
Touzalin instead to concentraté on #elling Santa Fe lands to Peter and
Jagob Funk, vecontly arrived in Summerfield from the Russim Crimea and
planning to go west to locate lands for setilement, Krehbiel wisely

Glern Danford Bradley, The Story of the Santa Fe (Boston, 1920),
117118, Schmidt made the journey in 1875 and was grzé'atly impressed
with the Mennonite colonies which he described as "the best appointed
farming tommunities I had seen anyvwhere," His reception was welcoms une
til the Russian authordties learned of his actions, then he was forced
to flee the country, Schmidt, "Reminiscences of Foreign Immigration
Work,* 490.40k,

Tkrerbisl, Prairie plonser, 73
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indicated that the Sants Fé would have a iwal advantage over other raile
voads 4L some of the first Mennonite immigrants from Russia ssttled om
Sants Fo londs. Sinece Krehbiel had alerted him to the Funk brothers!
yoputed wealth, whils showing them the Santa Fe lmnds Touzalin suggested
that they deposit any wnnecessary funds they might have in & bank to
forestall tho possibility of a Yobbery, but this the Funk btrothers rée
fused to do, When thoy eventually purchased land it became knoin that
they had been earrying $50,000 4n cash on their land-hunting tour,’
Touzalin hoped t6 get four dollars per acre from the Funks for the two
saotions of land which they purchased in Marion Counby, Kansas, tub
finally s’et’éled for two dollars and f£ifty dents per acre becsuse he
realized thé importanes of that first sale, Touzalin also offered to
gell a section of land t6 Krehbiel at the samé price, When it developed
that Krehbiel did not have sufficient funds to make an outright pur-
chase Touzalln agreed to veserve a section of land for him at that
price vhich Krehbiel could exchange forr équal acresge in any region vhere
the Memmonites then at Summerfield might eventually settle, and Krehbiel
made a $50 deposit en the reserved land,’

In December of 1873 Touzalin himself jowrneyed 6 Summerfield to
conclude the negotiations for exténsive tractsd of Janta Fo land with
the Memmonites residing theres In the Pesulting agreement which Krche
biel signed as trustes, the Santa Fe agreed to reserve exclusively for
the Mennenites gn.»nnsbld eompany-owned 1911:’19_'_531 two towmships in Hare

8¢ranbiel, pratrie pioneers 75-76.
I1bads, 76-77.
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vey County, Kemsas, for a five year period, The rallvoad advanced the
gost of transportation for all persons and potds, The Mermonites
agreed to buy a spevifisd mumbar of sSections of land befors April 1y
187%, and would be given a 56 pér cont discount from tha company's
appraised price on all such land; shother purchased with dash-oi on a
tane payment. The remaining veserved lands, without Memnenite approval,
¢ould not be sold to any non Mennonmites. When finally purchased by
Mennonite settlers they comld be seoured at a 36 per cent discomnt from
the appraised price, plus taxes and ten per cent mwrest. Touzalin
provided a private reilread car for the thirty Memenites from the
‘Sumerfield and Towa congregations who Journeyed to Kensas in Jamary,
1874, to solect their lands, The railroad car was placed on & sides
track end served as their hotel during theiw stay in KQHS&G,&_’G

Just as the great 1874 influx of Mennonités began Touzalin re-
signed a8 lend commissioner 6f the Santa Ye because of repeated dise
agreementa with the company president, Thomas Nickersor,®' and accepted
& Bimilar position with the Buflington Rativosd fh Nebraskas'? Touzalin
now set himself to the task of convineing the Mennonites that Nebraska,
not Kansas as he had originally told them, was the most desirable 1oe
¢ation in Amerdes,

By 1878 Touzalin eomplsted his tern as land ommissioner and was
élested general manager 6f the Burlington m&i Missourd River Railroad

wKi‘éhbiei; Prairie Ploncer; 80-82,

"Bradley. Story of San 52"2 5 125"
Anonymous, fAlbert E. Tousalin," Colorads Sprines Gasstts,
Septenmber 24, 18.59,5 +" Golorado Springs Gagette,
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Company in Nebraska, Three years later he was made first vies president
of the parent corporation, the Chicago, Burlington and Quiney Railvoad,
and moved to Boston, but fafling health soon prompted his résignation,’’
While serving a8 general manager of the Burlington in Nebraske, Touzalin
had been inflnentisl 4n preparing for the eventusl extension of the Br
lington line to Demver, Colorads, Realizing the likelihood of eventual
eonstruction he proceedsd with the necessary smyveys and leb sentrasts
for the actual consbructions When the decsion b0 build ves Feactied
because the Union Pacifie broke the 1880 agreement, 'Touzaliﬂ bogan actual
construstion the :Pollmdng day, much to the amazement of the directors
who had expected & delay of several months, 11&

After rocuperating from his initisl 311ness, Touzalin accepted the
post of first vice president ad genersl manager of the Santa Fe Rail.
roadm’cem. He resigned affter eightoen mon'ths to take the presidency
of the Chicago, Burlington and Northern Railroad, vhich he held wntdl.
his death 4n 1889, The last tws years of his 1ifs he resided in Colovado

‘..Springs for reasons of healthﬂf’ hia mness making his general physioal
sondition quite pathetie,

Cs B, Schmidt characterised Touzalin as possessing Mextracrdinary
personal magnetism" with vhich he "instilled 4nto every vne of his sube

13
Anénymous, *Albert E, Tougalin,® Colorade Springs Gazetits
Septenber 24, 1859. ‘ ) !

%1
Editorisdl eoncemning Albert E. Touzalin lgzédo Springs
‘g_e_"b___; September 2’4‘; 1889, ' ’ " g

15
Anonymous,; "Albert E ’kouzalin B CQlora > Springs “Qagotte,
Septenber 24, 1889, ' '

16sansen, Memotrs, 135.
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ordinates his own enthusissm for the work of bullding up & comone
weaith, "7 peter Jansen, who had many dealings with Touzalin in be=
half of the Nebrasks Mennonites, found hin to bo fa man of the stricte
est intogrity mnd grest ability,"'® Tho suocesses of the Burlingten
Raiiroad in indueing Mennonites to gettle on its Nebraska lands ean
be traced n large messure to.the efforts of Touselin ‘especially bew
tween the years of 1874 to 1878,

Buriingten Propossls %5 the Mennonttes

DEfictals 6f the Burlington Rai.‘lroad had beem aware of the Menw
nontte migration before Touzalin foined thels land departmént and
thvough peneral elvenlars and move specific propositions had aiveady
been alerting the Memonites o the advantages of settling on the Bur
'Eung’cm‘s Ne'braska 1mds, Je Mo Walker, Presi.dem‘: of the Chicago,
Furlington and Quiney Raiirgad, declaved in late 1873 ﬁzat any Mennone
ites settling on Burlington lands in Nebraska would be granted a fifty
per vent. discount on the Lreight rates for the homseheld goods znd
farning tmplensnts they would bring with then,'? In Noveaber of tne
gams your the Burlington and Missourd River Railroad Company issued

’7$chm1dt,:, "Reminisoences of Foreipn Immigration Work,™ 487.
18sansen, Memoirs, 135

19"Mc-mmreandmu of Agreement made by J. M. Wallter for the O B, & Q.
abont Freight belonging t6 Mennondites,® November 12, 1873, in a Colw
lection of letters and documents yelating to the Memnonites in Nebraska,
microfilmed at the Barlington Avehives, Newbérry ILibwary, Chicago,
Ilinois, Jamary 4, 1949, by Melvin Gingerich. The Collcetion is
presently located in the Bethel College Historiesl Library, North
Newton; Kansas, and will be eited hereinafter as Burlinpton Collsee

(4
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general propositions to a1l Ménnonites who might bs interosted in sot.
f14ng on the Burlingten's Nebraska lands, The Company indicated that
4t would reserve for three years for purchasé by the Mennonites all its
1snds in Sherman, Valley, Grecley, Howard, snd Boone Comnties at a
price of $2.15 per acre, provided that the Memmonites purchased at
loast 50,000 acres per year, The Burlington also promised to reduce
passéenger rates on thé railroady to provide accommodations for the
Mermonites who would come to Nebraska to purchase landsi Yo procure a
tomnsite on its lines for the Mennonités if they s desired; to grant
free passes for five years to eight Mennonites for use on the Burlingtom
1inesy to donate lands for the erection of churches amd schools) to
attempt to securs the reservation of sdjoining govérrment lands within
the tract of land the Mannonites would seleet for thelr usej and also
outlined iiberal oredit plans for the purchass of the land. On single
dash purchases of 10,000 acres or over the Burlington offersd discounts
of £ifty per tent during 1874, forty per ocent during 1675, and thirty
per cent after '1875,20 By the following year the Burlington had bew
gm eiroulating a German translation of the general propositions to the
Menmondtes, signed by the Burlington President, John W. Broaks,,z'

By oarly 1875 the directors of the Barlington Rallroad were well
aware that the Mennonites were shrewd bargainers and were generally re-

~ 2Onpropositions made by the Burlington end Missourd River Ratle
road Company in Nebraska to Mermonites intending to settls wpon Lands
of said Company," November 24, 1873, Burlington Collection,

2 proposition 6f the Burlington and Missourd River Railvoad to the

Rassian Mennonites, 1874, Burlington Golloction,
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celving terms more favorabls than those granted other settlers. There-
fore, the directors drew up & memorandum in whith they proposed to
lease £6 the Mennonites 11,000 svres of Burlington lands &n Firenklin
and Webster Counties for a -pezﬁicé of five years aftey which thd Mene
nonites could purchase the land &t a covtain specified rats on five
years eredit. To obtain the five year lease the Mennonites would need
to puy only a rental consisting of the taxes assevsed against thé land
in questien, Thé memorandum enthorized the Burlington president to
enter into such a eontractusl agreemént with the Mennonites and it was
hoped that by extending the longeterm leasé the raillroad would be able
to votain its "inside lands" which it conld sell "at better prices and
ternms to parties other than Ménnonifas._"zz

Some of the Mennonite immigrants were in dire finaneisl straits
and were unable to purchagse land§ some wors under the ervonesus ime
préésidn that the Burlington had promised to provide work for them in
Rebraska until they would bs able to purchase lands of their owmn, For
such persons the Burlington Radlroad atiempted to provide employment,
mainly in the hope that such c¢onsideration would favorably influence
future Mennonite immigrants from their lecality in msig!'23

Several of the general propositions the Burlington issued to the
Hermonites, as well as some of the actual contracts provided free passes

2y emorandun yeganding Leases of land outelds the twenty mils land
grant 1ine in Nebraska, Jenuary 5; 1875, Burlington Collection,
 “’0tto Symmesvedt to &, D, MoFarland, July 47, 1876, Burlington
Sollection, Synnesvedt was an‘émaminew az'id apprai;'er _of’land for the
Burlingion Hailroad in Nebraska. Overton, Burlington West, 298,
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to a pumber of Mennonits settlers, In 1876 Peter Jansen was reminding
Tougalin of an earlier promiss to provide him with a free pass so that
Jansen could mest Nennenite imigrants som Yo arrive in New York.>*
By 1878 other western railroads begon to éxpréss their dissatisfaction
with that practice...In their behalf; the New York, lake Erie & Western

Raslrosd Company's genersl passenger agent urged Touzalin to forego the

prastice becanse other western railroads were proposing to do the same
thing, and such a proliferating practice would be bad for the total

Burlington Advertises for the Mentionites

0f all the varicus techniques for interesting the Menmonites in
the Burlington's lands, advertising was Touzalin's favorits, The Bure
lington stationad an agent in Wew York whose duty was to advise all
immigrants of the advantages of Sottling in Nebraska, This agent abe
tempted to distribute "Mermonite eirculars” to all the variouns booking
agents and to secure their aid, through salaries and pifts, in dige
tributing the eireulars to all incoming Mennanite immigrants. In & ree
port on a party of 105 Mermonites who had recently arrived in New Yosk
bound for Yankton in Daketa Territory, the agent explained his method
of operation to Touzaline The agent had supplied each Mermenite with
Burlington éireulars déscribing the Nebraska Lands.28 fhe Buriington

%Peyar Jansen to A E. Tougalin, May 23, 1876, Burlington Collectien,

-25%1:1;14%% to A¢ E, Touzalin, July 3, 1878, Burlington Collectdon,

2840y of the circulars were printed in the Oérman language so that
those inmigrants who did not understand English (the évermhelming moe
Jority of the Mennonite immigrants) conld resd for themselves the auwthor-
itative words of University of Nebraska professors who wrote about the
healthful slimate and fertile soil of Nebraska,
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sgent learned from.a booking agent, Funk of Philadelphia, that 500

to 600 Mermonites were scheduled to arrive in New York in July, 1876,
Funk ¢laimed to be entirely newtral and disliked %o have any railroad
agents at the landing when the passengers arrived, He did, however, .
provide a~1afge table 4n the passengor Yoom whers the various raile
rodds placed their advertising matérials, the Burlington includeds The
Burlington agent assured Touzslin that Funk . favored the Burlington Radle
road because of the Mexpressed wish® of an efficial of the Pennsylvania
Railr'oad,zz Christian Krehblel was alse aware of ?quzalsn‘ £ WANY CONw.:
tacts and influences with the varieus eastern vailroads which enabled
hin $o Securs additional settlers for Nebwaska,2? ‘The Pulingtents
Reéw York agent had early discovered that emall gifts of money were wels
comed by the booking: agents and he had just given a certain Poggenburg
ten dollars, Pogesnburg thereupon promised that if the railvoad sms
going to Pollow that practice he would distribute the Burlington eire
culars and promote. their lands with far greater zeal,??

When Touzalin léaimed that a group of Russien Mennonites was bound
for Manitoba in 1876 he rmished a special elreular to them dontrasting
the sub-arctie Manitoba wildemess with the fertile paradise of Nee
braska,3® The repesl of the Nebrasks militia law with Yespeet to the

, 2 Borlington's New York Agent (name i1legible) to A E. Touzalin,
June 135, 1876, Burlington Collectiom,
2B¢renbial, Proirie Ploncer, B7-88,

ngurlington's New York Agent to A, E. Touzalin, Jue 15, 1876,
Burlington Collection,

Hoverton, Burlington Hest, M2
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Kermonites gave further evidends of the speed snd dscisiveness of
Touzalin®s efforts, Kansaé had swedpted the Mennonites and Quakers
from mildtary duty n 18747 end'in 1877 & Kansas newspepes veminded
the Mennenitss that in Nebrasks they would ba subjest o siate military
conseription. It took only 29 days before a Purlington ‘eircular was

in tle mails, informing the Mermonites that in the interim the Né-
braska law had beeri triended and consclentiocds objectors 6 military
training -and servies twho wWere membeis of pacifist religlous groups wore
now 2150 excluded 4n Nebraska.”> Reporting on the law, the Beatrics
Express indicated that 4t was a "proper ylelding to the wisheés and re.
1iglous principles of & mumerous and honorable class of immigrants vho
% + ¢ ©an now come among us without wmecessary restiaint, or fear
of being pressed into tho military service." The editor hoped thab
the Mennonites would continue to setile in Nebraska wntil there was

Ny farmer on every quarter section of land, 033 e changing of the law
was not too difficuli a task for the Burlington to effocty Lor both the
Burlington and Unien Pacific Railroads virtually dictated the govern=
ment of the state.al" Ko person, for axample. was olected to the Semats
durfmg that period nhom the railryads opposedeSf'

3‘nob1e L Prentis, A History of Kansas (Topeka; 909)y 191,

Poverton, Burlingbon West, 442, The text of the law is. quoted
in Theodore Schmidt, "The Memmonites of Nebrasks,® (unpublished M, A,
thesis, University of Nebraska, 1933), 8889,

33 pnonymous, "Menonttes Exanpt fom IA14tary Service in Nebraska,"
ZThe Beatrice Express, March 15, 1877.

BuFamer, "Economie Bagkground of Frontier Populism.* 2k,
350150n, History of s bragla, 219-220,
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The Burlington Railroad officials were well aware of the Mennonite
tendency to follow their rélatives and friends in shoosing places of
gettlement, and apparently scrutinived the accounts of the Memnonite
settlements very carefully. VWhen the Mennonite periodieal, Zur Heimath,
printed in German, reported that a greater number of families had
chosen Minnesota over Nebraska in 1877, a Burlington agent; C. J. Ernst,
immediately wrote a short note which the paper subsequently printed,
pointing out thal there had actually been more Mennonite familles
choosing Nebraska than had gone to Minnesota, Ernst further indicated
that although most immigrants were not jmmediately at home in Amerdea,
those in Nebraska were, since they were with their friends and the hare
vest of 1877 was gm:«'i.-;g“S The major objective of an eight page brochure,
written in German, that the Burlington Railroad released in 1877 was
to use the testimony of Menmonites alrsady settled in Nebraska to ine
terest tholr co-religionlsts in making a similar pligrimage. In addition
to & discourse by Professor Samuel Aughey of the University of Nebraska
on the favorable ¢limate of Nebraska and general advice for immigrants
by Touzalin, the leaflet was composed of testimonials by the various
groups of foreignérs who had settled on the Burlington's lands in Nebraska.
The Reverend Abraham Friesen, in behalf of the Jofferson County Mennonites,
noted that the Burlington had sold them their land at "reasonable prices,"
and had eonstantly kept their welfare in mind, Elder Isask Peters, in
behalf of the Mermonites who had settled in York and Bamilten Counties,
vecormended the ¢limate and land highly, and indieated that the Bure

36, ot e e T |
onymous; "Bericht aus Nebraska," Zur Heimath, (Summerfield,
I1linois), Augus;. 15 18774 ! s ¢ )
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1ington $t411 had excellent land available on easy terms snd would deal
fairly with the buyers. Peters admitted that to get water in Nebraska
& well had to be deeper than in other states, but the entire process
of digging a 30 to 100 foot well cost on the average only from $30 to
$35 and the wator secured was very good;37 Tougalin himself wrote a
ghort "Invitation to Nebraska® which sppeared in Zur Helmath and ‘vhich
also ooncentrated on the existing Mennonite settlements on the Burw
lington's lands in Rebraska; the setilers all being willing, according
to Touzalin, to tell of their welfare in Nobraska, S

In addition to the specific propositiong to the Mennonites and the
general advertising eilveulars which found their wey into the hands of
Monnonite immigrants, the Burlington directed & conaiderable portien
of its promotional activities specifically to the Mennonites through
advertisements in the Mennonite newspapers. Zur Heimath was published
in Sumerfield, Illinois, by David Goersz, who had been the Pecipient
6f Bernhard Warkentin's letters concerning Amerdea. As the official
organ of the Mermonite Board of Guardians it was distributed free to
Mennonite immigrants fyom Russia from February to December of 4875,
When Goerz moved to Kansas in 1875 he continued publishing the paper,
trit thenceforth on a subsoription basis,? nen first published, the
paper tas financed largely by the Inmen Iine Steamship Company and was

E Das gfidliche .Nebr'as a; Burlington promotional oty Durs
Lington Goiisctins oredkss Rurliagton pronotional panphisty Bup

38 nonyuons, "Etnladung fir Nebraska,® Zus Heimath, April, 1876,
Ve f0k2, Yennondte Fncyelopedis,
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intended as an advertising sheét for their bemefit, but other adverw
tisenents vere also aceépted,*" The first Purlington advertisement
appeared in the third issue of Zur Heimath and ran for the next thres
issues. The advertisement specified that one miildon acres of "the
best iands in thé 'world weré available from the Burlington Railroad
i Towa and Nebraska at six per cent interest on fen years eredit, The
advertisement assured potential settlers that the produce grow on the
1and would pay for the purchase price 1ong before the ten yoars elapsed.

'J.‘hough the Santa Fe cdntinued it aﬁvertisements a.n avery dssue
of L_Heﬂmaﬁxi ths next Burlington advartisemmt did not appear again
until theé following spring, in the April 15 dsmue. The néw advartige.
ment appeared for twentysthree consecutive issues wntil April {, 1877
Calling atiention %o Nebraskals healthy ¢limats, good water, and good
agrieultaral opportunities, the Burlington advertisement pointed to the
three Mennonite eongrogations slso situated en 4ts lends, &1l progressing
well and praising their areas;z}z

A third and final changd in the content of the advertisement ape
peared in the May 15, 1877y iysues The new advertisement was eontinued
consecutively for Sourteen issues mtil December 15, 1877, after vhich
issue the Burlington terminated its advertising in Zup Helmath. Appeals
ing especially to Furopean settlers, the advertisement suggested that

I

¥0jotn ¥, Funk, "Zur Heimath," Hersld of Tyuth, June, 1875,

I”Burlington and Missowrt River Rallvoad advartisement. &_.
Aprily 1875, and subsequent issues.

l’zmrlington and Missourd River Railroad advertisament, Zux Helmath,
April 15. 18?6. and Sﬂbsequent 1351133&
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the torms of land sale in 1877 were more faverable than any previous
ones,. Speeclol emphasis was given to the fact that the Mennonites were
exempt from milstary service by Yaw in Nebraska and the five Mennonite
tolendes in existence along the raiirosd were alse mentioned, s

‘The Burlington 21so ran large advertisements du the Familiens
Kzlender, an eannual Mermonite almanae, initially published by Joln P
Fmk and his brother in Elkhart, Tndimna, ™ The Burlington advertisew
ments appeared in five almanacsy covering the years of {874 through
1878+ 'In tontent, style, and format the sdvertisements were similar to
those which appeared in Zur Heimath, though never identicals The 187%
advertisement offered a fwenty per ¢ent discount on 81l cash péyments
4n fully as woll as en additionzl premium of twonly per cent if tnee
Balf of the Land was eultivated within two years.*™S The 1875 advertise-
nent guaranteed free travel For those who eventually purchased lands
and low rates for freight and ;E‘amii.:.ﬁ.es;fFﬁ The 1877 'aﬂvvartisément “was
addressed specifically *To the Me?mnéxii.tes,"l"? ‘and 4n 4878 the Burlington
pointed out that the Memonite settlemenbs in Nebraska had made more

“Burlington and Missourd River Railroad advertisement, Zur Heimath,
May 15, 1877, and subsequent dssuese ' v ik Je

""Harold Sy Bender, "Femilien-Kalender,® The Mennonite Eneyolo-:
pedia, IL, 293, et '

4Spariington .and Missourd River Rallrosd advertisement in Familien-
Eolender; 1874, (Elkhart, 187%). '

- Mpurangton end Missourd River Redlvoad sdvertisement in Femiliene

Ralender, 1875+

WBurlington and Missourl River Rallroad advertisément in Familiens
mg!!derg_ 1877.
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materisl prozress than any other Mennonite settleménts in the West in

& tomperable porded of time, Potential settlers were dnvited to cor-
respond with the Burlington Rallroad for additional information, in
either English or Gernan,*® The 1878 dssue of Fanilien-Ealender slso
included lavge photographs of the Mermondte 'Béitﬁé‘mén‘bé 4n York and
Hemilton and Jefforson Cownty. The acoompanying text indicated how long
the Hennonite colonies had beem in existence and how they were proe
'E!"_esbingthg |

The Harlington's chief competitor among the 1and grant railroade

for the Mennonite immigrants was the Smtd fe Redlroad in Kensass After
Touzalin hod been serving the Barlington Railioad for only two years
his sucesssor with the Santa Fe, As §, Johnson, reported that the Santa
P& was feeling the impact of his efforts in proguring Memonite settlers
for Netraska. On August 10, 1876, Johnson wrots President Nickerson

of the Santa Fe that "Mr. Touzalin is giving us a good deal of trouble
Just now by sending his agents into tur sedtlements and making nducew
ments for these wisettled to go to Nebraska, And misrepresenting ug in
2l manner of ways," Peter Jansen's yemavk to a Daily State Journal
reporter in 1875 that none of thé Mennenites vho settled in Nebraska
_had departed for othep states; vhersas quite & number who initially
settled in Kensas and Dskota Territory had left those aveas to tome to

~ Mourlington and Missowrd River Ratiresd advertisement in Familiene
Kelender, 1878, '

9 nonymous, Mennenitische Niederlaseung in Nebraska," Familiene
Kalénder, 1‘3786 '

ouoted in Waters, Stecl Trails to Santa Fe, 233,
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Nebraska also suggested the fuccessfulness of the Burlington's efforts
in ecurlng Mermonite imuigrants as sobtlers on its lands,>!

.51  Mpmead ane 4 R To 3o .
Anonymous, "Russians in Nebraska,® The Daily State Journal,
March 26, 1875, VRS S B



Chapter V

THE BURLINGTON SETTLES THE MENNONITES
IN JEFFERSON AND GAGE COUNTIES
Corneldns Jansem

Cornelius Jansen's continued advocacy of emigration to Ameriva .
soon brought him into disfavor with the Russimn government: Tn ade
dition to promoting emigration through his correspondence and the pub
1ished pamphilet, Jansen spoke at secret meetings atténded by the Menw
nonite leaders, An informer present ab ¢ne of thé mestings dencunced
Jansen to the Russian police as the instigator of the Mennonits mové«
ment o leave Russia.! Though Jansen had béen making plans to leave
for America with his family, his departure date was suddenly accelere
ated vhén the Russian government sxiled him, Porbidding him to ever
rotur to Russia,” On May 26, 1873, the Jensen family left their
Ruggian home and embarked for Ameriea; going by way of Germany whers
they visited friends and pelatives and where young Peter Jansen met
his future bride, Lariding in Quebes, the family proceeded to Berlin,
Ontaris, vhich they veached in sarly Angust, 4673,° Cornelius and Poter
Jmsen loft immediately for New York where they met the comittee of
twolve which was just returning to Russia. On August 25, 1873, the
Jansens and a number of other Memmonite immigrant families arrived in
Elichart, Indiana, from whers the men went west to look for sultable low

1Jansem-:.- Memodrs, 29,
“Reimer and Gaeddert, Exiled by the Ozav, 72,
3.J ansen, Memolrs, 3034,

75
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cations for Mennonite settlements,” Prior to his departure frem Fussis,
Cornelius Jansen had promised to visit the various western states and
this he and his son now did, They found ¥good land and aplendid lce
eationsa for settlmeﬁts in a1l these states, 4 + » ‘Tl}é difference was
more in the climate, from Kansas, vhere it got extremely hot in summer,
to Dakota, where the winters came early and were.cold; with lots of snow."
Fortunately for the Burlington and Missouri River Railroad, both Jansens
were favorably impressed with Nebraska, which they viewed as ™a happy
medium a8 far as olimatic conditions were ¢meeméd.“5

The Jensen fanily gpent the wintér in Ontario, but the next spring
noved to Mount Pleasant, Iows, whers Cornelius Jansen found good schools
vhers his children could learn the English language,

The PKleiny Gemeinde" Hermenites

Fron Mount Pleagant Cornélius énd Pebed Jansen went to New York, to
meet a group of Manmonite inmigrants from Russia,® The immigrants rep-
resented the "Kleine Gemeinde Church" whith & small group of dissatisfied
Meénnonites in the Molotschna ¢olony had organised in 1814, In 1868 the
young ¢hurch was divided by another difference of opinion and the elder
excommmicated both to-ministers and two deacons, The excommmicated
nucleus was Jjoined by a small number of followers who elected one of the
sinisters, Abraham Friesen, as their élder, and Friesen 1éd the group

Jehn F. Funk, "The Russian Emigration," Herald of Truth, Sep«

5381153!&; Memoirs, 39-40.
'6.1.‘2'.12‘-6 ko,
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to América in the spring of "‘38?11-.1? Cornelive Jangen's wife was ro-
lated to some of the Kleine Gemeinds immipgrants, eonsequéntly Core

neliug end Peter Jznsen met them in New T!‘orka and arranged to have

the group yemain temporarily in Clarence Center, near Buffalo, New

York, where a large Mennonits éongregation was in ’eﬁsteme?

Fluent in the Fnglish languapge and alvesdy an expérienced trav~
elér in the Ameriean Vest, Poter Jansen was appointed o lead & small.
‘delegation of the Kleins Gemeinds immigrants as they seavched for &
sultable location for »settieméﬁ:{:gme Sectring railroad passes the
#mall dolegation wemt west, touring the Daketa Territory, Kansas,  and
Minriesota as weldl as Nebraska.'' on Angust 34 18711», Jangen and ‘his’
seven caipaniens arvived in Beatrice, Nebraska,'? The Burlington: aid
Missoird Rivep Railrvoad furnishéed a guide, Toblas Castor, who showed
Jansen's party a large iract of rolling prairie‘iandu vhich was 80 ime

§951j c:gnelins Krahn, "From Russia to Meade," Memmondts life, VI (July,

8D, Paul Miller; "he Story.of the Jansen Churches," Menns
%, pann s - of the J rehes, " Menhonita
Life, X (Jemuary, 1955), 38, '

., Bemhand Werlentin to Darid Goers, July 20, 1874, ed July 22,
1874, Borphard Warkentin Collention,

1focomalius Jd+ Claassen, "Potor Jansan«<Ploneer, Leader snd Phiw:

lanthropist," Mermonite Life, IT (October, 1947), 42, Jansen's facility
in English and his rapid "Anerleanization® were so rémariable that
several Nebraska newspapers commented ¢n it when Jansen and the dels
egation toured Nebraska. Anonymous, "More Rugsians," The D:
State Journal, August 4, 1874; Anonymous, *Memonites [ sio_J," The
Beatrice Exoressy August 6, 1874,

”Milié‘z‘, uStory of Jansen Churches,® 38,

Y inenmons, Memonites® The Beatrice Express, August 6, 187k,
13Jansen, Memoirg, 41,
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pressive that Jansen ventured: the opinion that the Klsine Cemeinde Mene
nenites would choose to settle in defferson County, Hebraska:'® The
£aot that the large tract of land was unbroken by sltemating gove
erment lands was undonbtedly particularly eppealing to the prospestive
gottlors, The tract veprésented some of the Land shich the Burlington
Railyoad had selected beyond the twenty mile limit to £111 out its
allotted .acreagej 5

The delegates debatsd the relative merits of the Jefferson Comty
tract of Lend and screags in Bitler Comnty, Kenses,'® but finally ehose
the Jefferson County land despite warnings from ﬁeb;'a:'ské farmeps that
they would be meble to raise erops on the $ablélands they had selected,'?

‘On August 11 1874, A, B¢ Tousalin contluded the puvchiase agrése
ment with Abrcham Friesen, Peter Heldebrescht, amd Jacob Fast, who reps
resented the approximately forty Mermonitse families temporarily re=
slding in Clarence Center, New York. The n_enggnites agreed 6 purchase
at least fifteen sections of land in one Jefférson County township and
to asoume the costs of reserving additional sections of land until May 1,
167578 I 211, the Mennonites purchased approximstely 20,000 acres,
at an average price of $3.75 per acre on six annusl payments with six

mAnonymous.. "Mermonites, " The Beatrice Expressy August 6, 1874.
ji,rmsen, Nemolrs, M,

18610assen, peter Jansen—-Pleneer, Tesder end Philemthopist,® 42,
'WJansem Memoirs, b4,

18y emopandum of Agroenent bebwoen A, B, Touzalin and Abwehem
FrieSem Poter Heldebrecht, and Jacob Fast; August 41, 1874, Bur-

1ineton Collection,
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per sent interest on the deferred paymtﬂ,w vhich pepresented a thirty
per ¢ent discomnt from normal Burlington i‘:i‘zarge'a;- On a1l eash purchases
the Burlington Railrosd sgreed to give o forty per cent diseomt>eeof
vhich & large yumber of the inmizrants took advantags, purchasing lands
for $3.51 per acre, Othey Jofferson Comty pesidents Andi¢ated that
the lands the Mamonita immigvants had puvchased were Pfirst-class in
goil and Yooation,¥ and the Manmonites themselves were quité well
pleased with the lands they had selected, as wall ag with theiw deals
ings with Tounalins®! Mo Bulington shareed $10,25 per person bo
trangport all adults from Chicago o Boatrics, Nebraska, end agreed to
yefund the faves of up $6 thirty persens who would purchase lands. The
Barlington further sgreed to issue fres railvoad pesses for ene year
to to Mermonites and t6 chargs dné.half its regulaw freight rate for
Livestock and household goods transported on its line, An agent of the
Bariington was sent t6 Clarence Center £o zssist the Memnonites in
{raveling to Nebraska, and the Burlington alss agreed to house the
Memnonites in the Plyméuth School House, waich 4t owned, for two waeks
thils they purchased lends dnd érected shelters 22

In the eveniiig 6f Mugust 25, 1874, approximately 150 Kleine Gemeinde

19Janaen. Memodrs, U1y

20y emorandun of Agreement between A. E, Touzalin and Abrsham
Friegen, Poter Heldebreoht, and Jacob Fasty August 11; 1874, Rur-
ington Collection, ‘ |

2 1An0nymous_,f "The Mermonites,” The Beatwice Exoress, September 10, 1874.
temorendum of Agreement botween A, E, Touzalin and Abrahem

Friesen, Peter Heldebrecht, and Jacob Fast, August 41, 1874, Bure

Lnpgton Collection; ’
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Mennonites arrived in Beatrice on the Burlington Railroad frem Clarence
Center, New York. In addition to the school, somé wore temporarily
housed 4dn the fairground building,2? As soon as the settlers made
thelr individual selections of land, they began to tonstruct their
temporary dwellings, frequently building sod 'houée‘s. and by the tima
winter seb in most wre quite eonfortably housed? Shortly following
their arrival Peter Jansen accompenied meny of the fanily heads to
St, Joseph, Missouri, where they pirchased farm implements; Yumber,
end Jivestoek for the entire growp, They returned from their shopping
foray with over 5000 feel of lumber, 53 horses, 37 head of oxen; 20
Studebaker wagons and other assorted farming Mplements.zf’ Other purs
chases wore made in Beatrice and grain and potatods were secured from
neighboring settlers, 20

Most of the settlers pupchased more land than they were able to
farn themselves and either rescld it to newly arriving immigrants or
divided it among members of the new géneration when they began to
establish homes,2! With a large, wbroken trast of land at thelr dis.
posal, the Mennonite immigrants established a mumber 6f distinet vile
sznomuu‘s-, "The Russians,® The Boatrieo Express, August 27, 1874,
‘%Jansen, Memoixs, 42.
25Ataonymous; "The Mennonites,® The Beatrice Exoress, September 10,
26

Jansen, Memoirs, U2,

 27p, paul Miller, "in Analysis of Commmity Adjustment: A Case
Study of Jansen, Nebraska," (unpublished Ph. D, dissertation, University
of Nebraska, 1953), 65«66,

1874,
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lages, much as had been thelr practice in Russia, The residences
weré generally located close together on both sides of the section:
1ines, Each family farm then extended back from the residence in a
long, narrow strip to the next section line, Usnally; the farms
were one mile long and varied 4n width fram a few hundred fest to
ene-fourth of a mile of more; The farm cno-feurth'mile wide son-
tained 160 acres, some of the smaller farms only 60 or 80, but gene
erally all were one mile in length, malking a very unusual pattern.of
narrow strip farms.zs Tha largest such settlement was at the edge
of present day Jansen, Nebraska, Extending four and one-half miles
in length, it was popularly know as "Russian Lane.-"’zg

The Mennonite settlers soon disgoversd that with their.crude ine
struments they were unsble to dig deeply enough to strike well water,
snd for a time it appeared that the settlement might need to be vae
cated, Touzalin, however, came to their rescue, securing experienced
well drillers who set up ten wolls for the solony, free of charge. At
@pths of 100 to 150 feot excellent water in "inexhaustible quantity"

was 'found.3 0

28 4 yravs e .
, D¢ Paul Miller, "The Story of Jansen, Nebraska,® Mennonite Life,
IX (october, 1954), 173, ' e

2%4111er, "Analysis of Commnity Adjustment,® 68, The town of Jane
gen was bullt on land the Mennonites had originally purchased from the
Burlington Railrocad in 1874 and which Peter Jansen subsequently ace
quired, He deeded it to the towm vhich was named after him by the Roek
Island Railroad, which built a line through vhat then became Jansen in
1886, Reimer and Gaeddert, Exiled by the Czar, 137.

3 oJanssen. Memoirs, 42,
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Touzalin and the Barlington remained wvitally interested in the con-
tinuing progress of the Jefferson County Mennonite settlers: In 1875
Tousalin wrote to Robert Harrls, President of the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad, reporting on & transaction he had recently ¢one
cluded with Cornelius Jansens. S.’im‘:g ‘many of the Mennonites did not.
have sufficient means to adequately stock their farms, Jansen proposed
to ship in 150 cattle, 1500 to 2000 sheep, the neqesésa!y' lunmber for
sheds, and to loan the livestock and building materials to his co~
roligionists for a share of the profits if the Burlington Rallroad would
agres to transport the sheep end lumber free from Chicago or other
points further weste Following exténded negotiations, Touzalin and
Jansen finally agreed ¢n a rate of ten dollars per railroad car for what
they ¢aleulated would be twenty-five to twenty-seven carloads, Tomzalin
apologized to Harris that the rate was so low, but he folt it was the
"best j_" that_] gould be made & heve the enterprise go ﬂmough.;ﬂn

In 1875 seven Mennonite families left their Manitoba homes to join
the Mennonite settlement in Jeffersan Comty,>> Peter Jansen brought
the matter to Touzalin's attention and asked whether those persons might
be given a rebate on their transportation fares from Manitoba. Since
the families had merely settled on the lands their fellow Mennonites
in Jofferson County had alveady purchased and did not purchase eny new
lands of their own, Touzalin questioned whether they wers entitled to

34, B, Tousalin to Robert Harris, June 2, 1875, Burlineto
‘ R . 8, June 2, 1875; Burlington
Goy‘eetig;. '

32), B, Tousalin to J, D, MéFarland, November 20, 1875, Bur-
1ington Collection, N


https://Touzal.in
https://County-.32

83

a rebate and requested the advice of the Buperintendent of the Bare.
Yington and Missouri River Railresd in Nebwaska; William Trving >
Irving suggested that half-fare be thavrged since the Barlingten's earn-
ings were then "so deplovably 1ight," bub urged Touzalin to use his own
judgment as to "how Dar 4t may be:wwll to faver our Mennonite trethren. w3
Touzalin®s vespense pointed to the severe competition the Burlingten
faced for Mennonite setilers, and tendered the suggestion that 1o meet
that competition full rebates might be necessitatede-other railrcads
wers doing that and more to induce the Mennonites to settle on-their
1ands,?? Irving then authorized Touzalin to grant fuil rebetes to the
families 4n question ind 4o other Nermenites 4€ such & poliey vould
ftend to brdng any of then [' ﬁennoni‘besj to us sho wonld not otherwise
doris, n36 Aceordingly, Touzslin arranged to petwm to the seven fame
i1ies the fares they had paid en the Burlingten Railread, a total of
£90,65, 37 & sizeable sum to refund to persons who had not purchased any
land themselves tut had merely settled on lands siready purchased by
other settiers, Once again the Barlington Railrosd followsd its poliey
of assisting in the establishment of prosperous agricultural sommunities

331;. E. Tougalin to William Irving, July 15, 1875, Burlington
Collection,

3L’ﬁ:o.:..wm:tmfm to Av B, Touzalin, July 16, 1 o
Coriacts g saliny July 16, 1875, PBurlinzton

54, By Tousalin to Villism Irving, July 24, 1875, Burlington
Collection. '

3%3111em Teving to Av E. Tousalin, July 28, 1875, Barlingten
Collecticen, ‘

375, B, Touralin to . D. McFarland, November 20, 1875, Bur-
Lingten Collection,
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along its line vhich would eventuslly provide traffis for the roades
tho Burlington's interest in its settlers did not end with the sale of
the land.

Petep Jansen

By 1876 the little colony aensisted of approximately forty families
with a population of over 260, Qood houses and barns had been cone
structed and each family had from forty to fifty acres of land under
cultivation, Peter Jansen had extended his holdings %o over 1500 acres
of land and owned over 1700 head of aheep.38 On instruetiens from his
father, Peter Jansen had purchased 960 acres 6f land from the Burlinge
ton at the sume time that the Klsine Gemeinde group made their purchases,
The Jansen acroage was located to the sast of the lavgs Xleine Gemeinde
tract of 1and end the rolling lands proved a wise purchase as the Jan-
Sen sheep ranch was soon flourishing,”? The remainder of the Jansen
family moved to thé ranch during thé winter of 1876, and then to the
town of Beatrice in the spring of 1877‘)"0

Though technically not an agent for the Burlington end Missourd, ™!
Peter Jansen ¢ontirmed to exert a great deal of influence on incoming
Mennonite immigrants, He was well satisfied with Nebraska, with his

38 L T .

, Inonymous, "The Russian Settlement,” The Beatrive Express

o Ve : o The Beatrice Express,
395 ansen, Hemodrs, L3,

405acddert and Reiner, Exiled by the Czar, 145,

ot MAnonymous; "The Mennonites," The Beatrice Express, September 10,
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transactions with the Burlington and Misseuri River Railroad, and with
his friend Touzelin, ™ and endeavored to interest other Mennonites in
the fine lmds and elimate of gouthesstern Nebraska, which he conside
eved to be the best sgrieultural reglon in the vestern states,” Ut
lizing his free passes on the Burlington, he made fvequent journey's
to New York to meet incoming Mgrmts, assiai‘;ed Tougalin snd other
sgents 4n showing Barlington lands to Mennonite immigrants, and on at
1east.one occasion served as Touzalin's interpretor when Touzalin
dealt with o large group of Mermontte immigrents,’

Jansents election as Justiecs of the peace in 1880 marked the bew
gining of a very active politieal vareer, on the local, state, and
national level, In 1884 he vas an slternate delegate to the Netional
Republdcan Convention, in 1896 he was a delegate ab large; in 1698 he
was elected to the Nebraska state legislature as a representative, in
1910 &8 a senator, President Méidnley nominated Jansen as one of the
United States Commissioners to the Pards Worldts Fair in 19007 in 1904
f.ianéén was one of Nebraska's four pepresentativey at the Louisima
Purchase Expositionj and he also served as the first president of the
Hebraska Wool Growers Association. Though eneceursged by friends to bee

425, 3. Rochussen; vho ied & group of Russian Mennonites to view
both the Burlington's and the Union Pacifie's lands before returning
to Minnesota, thought that Jansen was not enly well satisfied but
"makes ¢apital out of both his fellow Mermonites and Tougalin,® J¢ J.
Rochussen to John N, Demison, May 15, 1875, Burlington Collection,

i”:’An@rqmous. "Mexmondtes, " The Beatrdce Express, August 6, 1874,

¥y, R. Voth, Narrative of Alexanderwohl Memmonites in idncoln,
Nebraska, quoted in Smith, Coming of Bussisn Mennonites, 116117,
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tome a scandidate for governor, Jansen declined ¢n the grounds that the
governor was chief officer of the militia and might also be called upon
46 enfores’the death peﬁélty;%

The Jansens and the Burlington’ Raiiroad were influential in low
Bating a group of Mennonite irmigrants in Gage County; just east of the
Jofferson County sottlement, in 16876, The new'arrivals; under the lead.
exrship ‘'of Aavon Claassen, ¢zmo from thé Heubudeni -Church in' the free city
‘of Danzig, West Prussia. Convinced by his two and cne-half-year stay
in Russia that the Menmenitos ‘would never £ind religious freedom there,
Claassent had gone to investigate conditlons in'Ameriea, Though favore
ably impressed, he was unable to interest smore than a'very. fow members
of the congrogation:in leaving; most being-satisfied with thé government
‘provisions for non-combatand serviee,% The issue of accepting or re-
Jesting the govermments non-combatant provisions became a ‘erucial one
for-the congregation, so grave that from the fall of 1874 until the
sumer of 1876 no-communion services were heldﬁ?'

'Finally, led by elder Johann Andreas, & small group of approxe
imately thirty families, mimberdrig 416 porsens fyom both ‘the Heubuden
erid Elbing-Ellerwald  churches, deparied on Juné 15, 1876, arriving at
Mount Pleasant 'Iowa. on July 3; 1876, where they worse met by Cornelius

1’5claaasen. "Pator Janscne-Pioneer, leader znd Philanthropist,”
43455 Jansen, Memoirs, 5564,

B8y, ¢, ndreas; "Highlighbs snd Sidsiigits on the Mennonites in
Beatrice," Mennonite Life, I (July, 1946), 21,

gWA‘. Driedger, "Heubuden," g__,ﬁennonite ‘vacl_o_gedia,a I, 73%.
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and Peter Jansen, > Railroad egénts of the Burlingten and Missouri and
the Santa Fe showed the potential settlers lands in Nebraske and Kane
sas. The group was wnable to errive at m imediate decision until the
Reverend Peter Dick, tsring of the delay, purchased Santa Fe lands near
Pesbody, Kensas, and was followd by approximately helf of the growp.
The other hal? remained in Nebraska with Classsen, whose Nebraska feane
ings wers solidified by his deepening inberest in cne of Cornelius Janw
sai's daughters, vhon he soon married,”

The small group in Nebraska was soon joined by additional imigrants,
tn Augast 28, 1876, Peter Jmstn met & &mall ¢ontingent in New York,
his bride to be among them, The gremp wintdred in Mount Pleasant, Towa,
before settling near Beatrite in Gape County the following year,”0 Hided
Gérhard Penner brought, additionsl femilies from the Heubuden Chureh to
he Gage County settlément in the early swmer of 1877,5' The steaner
igtrassburg® vhich arrived in New York én Jme 18, 1878, 1isted eight
Memonite families plemning to locate in the Beatrice vieinity, > and

%8y, €. Mdveas, Mstorieal Sketch, Second Nenncnite Giurch,
Beatrice, Nehraska,® April 25; 1944, (unpublished manuseript located
in theé Bethel College Historieal Litwary, North Newton, Kensas)i Ane.
dreas, '"Highlights and Sidelights on Mermonites in Beatrise," 2{.22,

” "indreas, "Highiigats and Sidslights on Memnonites in Beatrice,”
 Hgomelius Krahn, PFirst Mennonite Ciurch, Beatrice," The Méne
nonite Bucyelopedia, I, 256
Parcld S, Bender, ed,, "A Passenger List of Nenmonits Trmia

grante from Rassia in 1076, " Hemonite Guarterly Revie, XV (October,
19 » »
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additional fanilies eane dn 1879,

The Mennenites locating in Gage County, however, did not purchase
lands from the Burlington and Missouri River Railvoad Company, although
the railroad's agents had been active in displaying the Burlington's
1ands and encouraged the immigrants to remain in Nebraska, Being
£airly wealthy and thus able to take advantage of the generally low
prices of depressicn times, most of the irmigrants purchased the bote
ter farms and improved lands in Gage County through a loeal land office
agency, Somers & E]J.is.sl" One of the Meéennonites purchased a 640 acre
farms Thé highest price that anyone paid for land was $6.25 per acrs.
All payments worg made in éash and the lovsl newspapér considered that
the Mennenites were "buying cheapgﬂﬁs

Though the Burlington Railroad had not been successful in locating
the immigrants on its lands, it was desirous of assisting thelr sot.
tlement progress, The Burlington thus agreed to cooperate with John
Qerhard Wiebe, who was ene of the group vhich had wintered at Momnt
Plessant, Iowa, and had come t6 Beatrice 4n 1877. Wiebe immediately
egtablished a lumber yard which besame the first stopping place for the
inooming Mennonites, According to a two year contract; the Burlington
agreed to transport all Wiebe's lumber for a very low freight rate, on
the eondition that Wicbe sell only to the Mémmonite setilers, Wiebe
wag thus able to purchase lumbery of the quality and price he desired,

snith, Coming of Russian Mermonites, 129,
%Anormous, "Immigration, " The Beatrice Express, December 28; 1876,

onymous, "The Mennonite Purchases,® The Beatrice 858
Novenber 27, 1876, +" The Beatrice Express,

!
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directly from the saumills; and 5ti1l sBupply 4t to the Mermonites at
prices shich his competitors ¢ould not match, Bince the Mennonites
wre quite woll established by the time the contract expired, Wisbe
decided not to renéw the contract with the Burlington and théreafter
s0ld to all comers, slthough not as cheaply as before, but his lumber
yard continued to p:c’*c:':js,:_)ez'};.».56

Fortunately for the new sottlers the Nebraska harvests of 1877
wire very goods John Thiessen, one of the Jefforson County farmers,
réported that epring theat had yielded 15 to 25 bushels pei acre; yye
10 6 25 bushels per asre; barley 25 to 35 bushels per acrej oats 50
to 60 tushels per acrej and the expested porn erop was frem 50 to 70
bushéls per acreaﬂ By early 1878, although the Jéfferson Comnty setw
tlers had baen in Nebraska for only a 134tle move than thres ysars and
the Gagé County setilers for enly slightly more thah one yoar, the
Menrionites already owned approximately 40,000 aeres of land, were én-
 Joying good erop ylelds, and in general were progressing very satis-
factorily, 5

The passing of the years did not seem o lessen the Burlington's
interest in its Menmonite eolonists, One of the Burlingtén®s original
promises to the Mennonite immigrants had been to transport fres of

_ 56Anommous s "Lumber Dealer First Sold to Mennemites,”" Beatrice
Dally Sun; (Beatrice; Nebraska), August 14, 1932, : '
o7 7 monynous, "Erfreuliches ans Nebraska,"-gus Heimath, September,

*
onymous; "Menmonitische Riederlas in Nebraska,® fene-
slender, 1578, v "Me sung +" Familien.
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sharge the lumber for a Memnonite church, In 1683, Abrshem Friesem and
Peter Friesen reminded the Burlingten Railicad of that initial promise,
and tutlined their plans for ¢omstrusting a "Meetinghouse for Fublioe
worship" in Jeffersen County, Pointing aizij. that the ¢hurch would bs
built on land which had been pureha‘éed £om theé Burlington Railroad,
the Mennionites suggested that two varloads of lumber ought to prove
gufticlent,”? The Burlington responded by dransporting frée the lume
ber with which theé Mennonites constructed a ¢hurch in 1884, and At also
Sontinted to aid the settlenent by transporting sheep at & very low
ra‘béséo

59Abraham Friesen and Peter Friesen to Ju Dy McFarland, March 29,
1883, Burlington Colleotion,

5°John Delbert Erb; “The Influénte of the Western Railroads Upon
Memnonite Settlements in the United States,” 1951, (unpublished manue
seript located in the Goshen College Mennonite Historical Library,
Goshen; Indiana), 33.
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Chapter VI

‘THE BURLINGTON SEPTLES THE MENNONITES
IN YORK AND HAMILTON COUNTIES

Just after the. Burlington Railroad settled the Kleine Géneinds:
Hennonites on 1t$ lands in Jefferson County, it endeavored to &omelude
an agreement with &'mich larger group of Mennonites it was temporarily
honsinig 4 Linooln, Netwaska, Thoss Mermondtes wepresented the Alex-
anderwohl congregation from the Melotsshnd tolény in Russis, Vhen they
Bettied there in {821, Tsar flexandér T had wished the Mewménites woll
in their indertaking shd from theneaforth théy were knowm ay the "Alex-
énderwohl Mennonites,® 'The passage of the Russian conscription law
was the stimus which led hedrly the entire eomgregation to 'nigrate
on masse to inerida) the enly instance in the Menrionite migvation where
i entire viilage 16£t as a wnit.) From the fivet the Alexandervonl
eongregation had been one of the éenters of the emigration movement.
Their elder, Jacob Bullew, had boen a member of the commities of twelve
and the tongregation had already held meetings in 1872 and 1873 to dis-
cuss the situation: Only seven families from the eéntire congregation
remained ‘in Russia, and the departing members were joined by additions
individuals from other eomgregations so that the total number of Alexe
andérvohl Mennonites that deft for Amerdca in 1874 was over cne ﬂwusmaf

The Alexandernoil Mennonites left Renburg, Gernany, in two groups,

1, g Sommotue Kram, “lssandorsoil,? The emenite Buovolopeits,
Ly * 3 '

. C. Henry Smith, The Story of the Mennonites (4th ed,, revised
Cornelius Krahn, Newtons Kansasy 1957 Tniien { 't W
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The first group, under the leadership of elder Jacob Buller, departed
on August 10, 187%, on the 5. . Cimbria.® The vessel docked in New
York on August 27, 1 87@,.1" and the prospective Mennenite settlers, ape
proximately 85 families numbering nearly 800 persons, imediately de
parted by train for Elkhart, Indima, where they arrived on August 31y
1874, Funk and the other Elkhart Memmonites fod and housed the group,
During the brief stopover in Elkhart, representatives of four differ
ent railroads approached Buller and his companions and wnsuccessfully
attempted to convince them to purchase their lsnds. The following
afterncon the Memnonites boarded the same train on vhich they had come
and continued on to Lincoln, Nebraska_.s arriving on September 3, 18_71%7

3jchn F, Funk, "The Emigration Mevement," Herald of Truth, Sep-

u’ﬁelected Passenger Iists of Vessels Arriving at New York and
Philadelphia, 1873-1879, (Mierofilm selections of the records of the
Bureau of Customs, filmed in Washington at the National Archives and
located in the Bethel Gollege Historical Library, North Newton, Kansas,)

" John F. Funk, "Progress of the Russian Enigration,® Herald of
Truth, October, 1874, The exact number in Bullerts group is difficult
to determine; H. Banman suggests that thers were 475 Mennonites aboard
the Cimbria ("Geschichte der Alexanderwohl Mennoniten Gemeinde bei
Goessel, Kansas," Bundesbote-EKalender, 1926, 32); Kempes Schmell, basing
his observations en an article by Funk within his papers, suggests

that there were 700 Mennonites whe arrived in Elkhart ("John F¢ Funk
and the Memmonite Migratlons of 1873-1885," Krahn, ed., From the Steppes
to the Prairies, 83)s Funk in the Herald of Truth suggests nearly 800
Mermonites; whereas the Beatrice Exnress reported that 400 Mennonites'
arrived in Lincoln {September 10, 1874) and the State Journal
noted that "over 400 Mennonites® arrived in Linecoln (September 5, 1874),
but three days later noted that there were "/ ane_/ thousand Russiamns
now in this eity," and no other groups had arrived in the meantime,
Thusg, 4t seems probable that Funk's figure is most nearly correct.
Buller's contingent included between 700 and 800 Mennonites.

85chnell, "Funk and the Mennonite Migrations," 83,
7T__hg_ Daily State Journal; September 5, 1874.
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Buller; while a member of ‘the comuittes of twelve, had harbored ine:
tlinations ‘of setiling in Dakota Territory but-according to Christim
Krehbisl he was now determined to settle in either Minnesota or Nes
braska, and accordingly led his followers divectly to Nebraékdés

The second group &f the Alexamderwchl Menhonites, wmder the leadw
¢rship of Dietrich Gaeddert, Peter Balszer, and Peter Ratzlaffy de-
parted from Hamburg on the S« g¢ Teutonia'on Angust 16, 1674, arriving
in Neit York on Septeriber ¥, 18747 Midwey across the Atlantio Osean
the Teutonda eaight fire bub it was quickly brought wnder controls It
was the last Buccessful voyage for the vessel, for tn its next trip
seross the Atlantis it sank,'C

A1l dmmigrante landing in New York were required to pass through
Oastle Garden, the landing depot for immigpents from 1855 wntil 1890
when the station was moved to Ellds Island: Imnigrants wore rogisters
at Castle Garden and usually remairied thers wtil "@;;ey secured tickets
and provisicns necessary to ¢ontinue their Journey in smerdcn, 11 It
was at Castle Oarden that representatives of thé various railvoads and

®krenviel, prairis Risnser; 90,

V5616 scted Passenger lLists of Vessels Avmiving at New York and
Fhiladelphia, 1373-1879« o+ Js Friesen, only a varg'" y%'njgg ‘chﬁ.ﬁ'%he“ﬁ
he erossed the ocoan on the Teubsnis, recalls that they arrived in New
York on Septembsr 2, {874, instead of September 3, as the official ree
oords indicates; lLikely the vessel arrivad in New York on the prior
date, bub the passengers did not efficially disembark until the fole
lowing days Js J¢ Friesen, "The Land Jowrnéy & the Sea Voyage to
America in 18744" 6y J. J. Friesen Collsction, losated in the Bethel
College Historical Library, North Newbon, Kansas,

. "“Ay ds Dyck; "Hoffmungsau in Kansas,” Mennonite 1ife, IV (October,
1949), 1819, tE S '
"Chrisﬁ.an Krehbiel, "Seeond Report of the Méemonlte Board of

GQuardimns,® Herald of Truth, November, 1874.
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state irmigration ageneies besieged the imigrants with offers and.
tlaims of all types: The routine procedures at Castleé Garden included
a medical examination, Foi the passenpors of the Teuboriia this cone
sisted of passing single file over a snall stepladder while a dostor
glanced at themy The Menndnites 4ll passed the esamination, spent the
night dn Castle Garden, and left an September § for Elkharty Indisna,'?
The Teutenis passengers had been met in New York by David Goers; Wil
holm Ewert, Cornelius Jansén, and €, B. .‘3:‘:11:::1.:,1}‘,.-"i3 Dietrich Gasddert
and Wilhelm Bwerd led a nmber. of Alexanderwohl Menmonites directly to
Ransass bub sixty-seven families continued on to Idnesin, Nebraska, on
a special Burlington immigrant trainy to Joln the advance party led by
Jasob Butler, ™. I chiesge the Murlington Ratlroed aseumed Jurtsdietion
over the special immigrant train, : Captivated by' Sohmidt’s Minterestt
and Mieind treatment® on the jowmsy wp to that point, the Hennonites:
requested that he scoompany them to Nebraska,  Burlington officials.
quite naturally refused; so Sehmidd was obliged to travel by a regular
passenger train. When the Burlington train arrived in Iincoln, Sthmidt

_ 12Friesm. "Land Jonrney & the Sea Voyage to Amerdea in 1874,% 6,
do ds Erlesen Collection
”Ba:mam "Geschichie der Alexandérwohl Mennoniten,® 32,

Funk, "Progress of the Russlan Emigration,® Herald of Truth,
October, 187%, In a September 19, 1874, letter to David ng'mz.f»- Berne
hard Warkentin indicated that he had been travelling with the Alexw
enderwohl group for fourteen days and that 4t was being led by Touzalin
and Peter Jansen, which would tend 46 suggest that it was Peter Jansen,
not Cornelius Jansen as Barman stated, who met the Alexanderwohl Mene
nonites in New York, Warkentin also noted that Gaeddert wag in Kansas
dotking at lands Thus, eontrary to J« J+ Friesen's suggestion that
Gaeddert had personally led the Tentonis Menmonite passengers o New.
braska {"Land Journey & the Sea Voyage to Amexdea in 1874,"%), it is
g;ident that Gaeddert led some of the Alexanderwohl Mennonites direotly

Kansas,
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was wiAting ab the depots!? The second group of Alexsnderuchl Mennon<
186 drinterants ‘arrived 4n Iincoln on September 8, 1874, 16 and Lineoln
way then practically irimdated with prospective Mennonits settlerse.
over one thousand were in the city;w Attempting to provide suitsble
lodging for over tné thousand persons was & gigantio task ad Touzalin
Tabored mightily to house one ind all.'® The reglar Burlington ine:
nigrant heme in Iincoln was far too small to accommodate all. the Menw
nonites and the Burlington quickly erected another large frame stiucture
at the fairgrounds. Built in the form of & cross, the interloer was
18 feot wide and sach 1inb of the cross.vas 258 feet long.'? .he
building was not yet completed vhen the second group of Alexanderwohl
Mernonites airived in Lineoln and carpenters were still adding the
finishing bouches o thé roof mnd the floor.20 In addition to the rege
uler immigrent home and the one nearing conplstion, the Hennanite fame
$1des were houseri' in other tuildings at ﬁie foirgrounds and in railrosd

15?6’:&:. Harratives of Alexandetwohl Mermenites in Iincoln, Ne
brasks, 116; John B, Spore, "when the Colonists Arrived in 1874,* The
York Republican (York, Nebraska), August 12, 1937.
 Y5uionen, "Land Journey & the Sea Voyags to Ansrica in 1870," 6,
4+ 4y Eriesen Collections

17 pnonvmons. "he B, & ¥, R Re dn Burops:! The Dally State
.. Anonymous, "The B. & M, R: R+ in Furope,® The Dally State
Joumsal, September 12, 1674 °pey” The Dy S

¥ Doty State Journals September 13, 1874,

39}\!&0' 5. "The : ; : g

“Anonymeusy ¥The Be & My Re Re in Burope,® The Dally State
Joumal, Septamber 12, 187k, e
, ?OJe Js Friesen, "Recollections of the Emigration from Russia

and the Pioneer Life in Amerieay 1874," 6, J. J. Friesen Collection,
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passenger éars on side in'acks‘.z"
The Perdoed of Indecision
A committes of five Mermonites was appointed to tour the Burling
ton lands and Touzalin and Peter dJansen led them first to Burlingtom
lands in Franklin and Webster Countles; nebras'ka.zz
nonite young men accompanied the party to that area to help dig wells,
but because of the desp water level they were unable to produce sat-

Some of the Mene

isfactory wells. Then, spparently on the recommendation of a grain
buyer from Sutton, Nebrasla, who had séttled in that avea after emis
grating from od;assag Russia, some years before, the Burlington agents
2190 showed the Mennonités land north of Sutton and the Little Blue
River,23

Sehmidt had secursd the conmittea®s promise that they would not
déeids on a final location until they had also seen the Santa Fe lands
in Kensas.2* Peter Jansen accompanied the Memnonite delsgates to Kene
8as, "to ses that the land sharke of Kansas don't come any 1ittie game
over them, and, if they are not suited down there, to bring them back

2'3. Js Friesen, "Recollections on our Journsy in 1874 and of
Pioneer lLife," 3, J. J: Friesen Collection.

22Bernhard Warkentin to David Goerz, September 19, 187%, Bernhard
Warkentin Collection.

23Friesen. "Recollections of the Emigration from Russia and the
Pioneer Life in America, 1874," 6+7; Friesen, "The Landseeking Expee
dition in 1872 and Incidents on Thelr Way to America & in Pioneer
1ife," 43 Friesen, "Qur Fathers Settled Here in 1874," J. J. Friesen
Collection,

zl’Anonymoue‘, "Henderson, Nebraska felert goldenes Jubillum, "
Chrdstlicher Bundesbote, (Newton, Kansas)y August 31, 1937.
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to this State.">> Wnile the committee inspected the lands the Burling-
ten and Missouri and the Santa Fe Railroads offered for sale, the Bure
lington continued to care for the Mennonites in Lincoln, The chill
night air necessitated fire wood which the Burlington provided for the
Ammigrants in abundance, Most of the food and other essential items
wers purchased in I&ncoln;% Many of the young Memnonite boys he‘lpeé'
to keep the family larder supplied by assisting the butcher at the
slaughter house, For their help they received the livers of the butche
ered animals which they divided among themselves and gave to their
mothers who fried the liver for part of their family m'eals.'27 On Suhe
days the Mennonites eonducted their éwn religlous services, octasione
slly meeting under a large eireus tent at the fairgrounds.?® Apparently
the sermons were geared to their emigration experiences and problemse.
one of the Mennanites, speaking in German, strongly urged the group to
settle permamently in Nebraska, and not in Dakota Terrilory; where the
winters were of greater severity and of longer dnration.zg

“The Debate
After the railroad lands had been investigated the committee pree

o Z5anonymous, *The Mennenites,” The Beatrice Express, September 10,
1874, |

26Voth,- Narratives of Alexandérwohl Mennonites, 116,

27Friesen; "Recollections of the Emigration from Russia and the
Pioneer Life in America, 1874,% 8; J. J. Friesen Collection.

28_1‘_h__e_ Dally state Journal, September 15, 1874,
29111_9, Daily State Journal, September 18, 1874
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sented 16 the entire songPegation the conditions they had discovered
3n Nebraska ind Kansas. " A hugé copén mesting was arranged with the
committee seated in front of the Mennonite lodgings, Toupalin end
Potor Jansen (serving as Touzalin's interpretor) standing 4n an open
buégy in front of th‘é cormitiee, and the prospestive Mennonite sote
Hlers eagerly crowling aromd, The Santa Pe agent, Schmidt, stood in
the nidst of the Mennonite immigrants, from vhich vantage point he
résponded to Touzalin's offers and ’statements-:”

Touzalin began the meeting by offering to the Mennonites the
lands hé had earlier shown them in Franklin and Webster Counties, The
deleégation objected to those lands because wells needed to be dug from
75 to 150 feet before water eould be secured, becauss the prairie had
only sparse grass cover mich would provide insufficlent hay for feed
ing oatile, snd betause the road from the rallroad to thé land led for
over five miles throngh sandy hil1s, Tougalin was prepaved to mest
the objections end promised that the Burlington would either drill a
well and put in a pump on every quarter sestion of land or drill a well
and put up & windedll on every section of land; that the Burlington
would fwrnish free of charge 4ll the hay the Mennonites might need for
the winter; and that the vaiiread would also build a temporary plank

3°Bemhard Warkentin to David Goers, September 19, 1874 Borne
hard Warlentin Collection:

3iyotn, Narvatives of Alexanderwohl Memnonites, 117-118,

mﬁacwﬁmﬂm to David Goers, September 19, 1874, Bemns
hard Warkentin Collection.
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%
road between the Memnonite settlement and the nearby towns,”? Also
traveling with the Alexanderwohl group was Bernhard Warkentin, Many
railroad sgents had already tried to tempt Warkentin with the best
offers their company's could give to the Memnonites, yet Warkentin
thought Touzalin's offers to be "galnlons,">* In behalf of the Bure
lington, Touzalin offered to provide every family with a security
bond of $20,000 vhether they settled om railroad or government land}
£6 budld an immigrant house with a espacity of 150 to 200 families

and give it to the congregation; and to transport 250,000 feet of
lumber to the settlement at the Chicago price, For cash purchases,
the Burlington would sell its lmmd for an average price of $2,00 to
$2:50 per acrés-a reduction of forty-five per cént from the appraised
prices A thirty.five per cent reduction was offéred for & down paye
ment of one-tenth of the total cost and a twenty-five per sent vee
duotion for psyment made on the ten year oredit plan with six per cent
intarest,” No matter how appesling the conditions were, however, the
Mermonitss just were not Anterested in thé Burlington lands in Franke
1in and Webster County, " Indeed, it became inoreasingly evidemt to
Tougalin that the eommittse had boen so favorably impressed by the

Santa Fo lands thet they were inciined to sccept Schmidi's offer,-

33voth, Narratives of Alexanderwohl Mennonites; 117s

Mpernhand Warkentin to David Goers, Sepbember 19, 187%, Bern~
hard Warkentin Colleetion,

3504,
, SGSpore, "ihen the Colonists Arrived in 1874," The York Republie-
ozn, August 12, 1937. ' ‘

3Moth, Narratives of Alessnderwchl Mennonites, 117.
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Touzalin tonsequently abandoned his effort to sell the Franklin
and Webster Cownty lands end offered instead the lands morth of Sutton
in York and Hamllion Countiés which he had also shown the M‘enndni-bes;Bs'
If the Mennonites would settle there, Touzalin said, the Barlington
would transport to Nebraska free of tharge the train load of freight
the Mennonites had waiting in Phiiadelphiaj it would charge no freight
for all the lumber, ¢oal; grain; and othes supplies th¢ Mennonites might
need} end would give free railroad passes to vertain designated Men
nonites, From his location in the midst of the congregation, Schmidt
promised that the Santa Fe would match each of Touzalin's offerss The
disoussion soon centered on the prices the Burlington would charge for
the lands, Tousalin's every offer was more inviting than the preceding
one; but Schmidt matohed every offer. Finally, Touzalin promised that
if a11 the Mennonites remained in Nebraska the Burlington Railroad
would "give them the necessary land for nothing." Schmidt did not match
the offer of free land, probably because he could sense that the eoms
nittee was on the verge of choosing Kensas and, &8 he later explained
to one of the Mennonites, he wanted to salvage some financial returns
for the Santa Fe. His instruetions, however, had been to bring the
Mennonites to Kansas "at any cost, *%? In yespomse to a query from the
Reverend H, Richert, the committee's principal spokesman, Touzalin

3851)"1‘50 "When the Colonists Arrived in i3174,_“ The York Republiesn;
Aupust 12, 1937, 3, York Republiesn,

3__9Voﬂx.~ Narratives of Alexsnderwohl Memnenites, 117-118; Spors,
"ihen the Colonists Arrived in 1874," The York Republiean, August 12,
1937¢ Anonymous, "Henderson; Nebraska feiert goldenes Jubilfum,®
Christiicher Bundesbote, August 31; 1937,
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ragnanimously indicated that the Burlington would not charge the Men
‘ficnités anything for the éxpensés they had inedrred in Lincoln, bub
that if they wenit to Kensas thé Semta Fe would heve to furnish the
fiscessary ﬁansporta@-.iém%

The Alexanderwohl Menménites did not decide vhere they would
settle immediately following the eonclusion of the meeﬁing;lﬁ‘ Though
they had been offered a £ifty per cent redustion on the priess of the
Kenses lands as well as & seetion of land for the poory the poover
irmigrants seemed desirous of Pemaining in Nebraska, whilé mést of the
other inmigrants wished o go Yo Ranses,
end, as Touzalin had feared, the great majorily of Mennonites elected
o leave Nebraska, most going to Kansas, but some also 4o Miﬂnéﬂoﬁé;hs
Manitoba and the Dakotd Territory, ™' On Tnesdsy evening, September 22,

& large portion of thé Mernenites ther in Iincoln left on the Atehison
_ and Nebrasks Railvoad fos Ka:‘r,lsas,.% arriving in Topeka the followling
nights The epproximately 102 families that departed on that train

The decision waoe soor made,

”“\foﬁ:. ﬂarrativeé of A‘laxanderwoii Mermonites, 117-118.

£”'Iha meoting 1ikely took place on oF prior to Saturday, Sep~
tember 19, and Warkentin indicated that the final deecision would
probably be made by Honday, September 21, Bernard Warkentin to David

Ooerz, Septerber 19, 1874, Berphard Warkentin Collsetien,’

s,

Mgpere, Mihen the Colontsts Arrdved in 187%," The York Ro-
pobliean, August 124 1937:

mBamhard Warke:g‘!n to David Ooers, October 12, 1874, Berp~
bgﬁ Waxd entin ol;aec Ons

“*5;1_'_h__'e_s_ Daily Stats Journal, September 23, 1874
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numbered 557 persons and filled éleven passeénger coachés and wpon
arrival in Kansas inmediately Set sboub touring the Santa Fe's lands
prior to making individual Belejcﬁians‘%

The Burlington and Missourd River Railroad had lhoused over ¢ne
theusand Menmonites in Iineoln for three weeks, and those vho shose
to settle in Nebraska remained in Lineoln for three additional weeks,
Touzalin had been confident that the entire group would settls in
Nebraska ¢n the Burlington's 1ands and was "furious® vhen 'the great
majority departed for other states, apparently blaming Warkentin in
part for thetr departure,”’ Tousalin had been outmmenvered i the
contest between he Barlington and the Santa Fé for the Alexandewwchl
Mémonites by the man he had ordginally hired to help bring the Men-
nendtes to Kansas for the Santa Fo, Touzalin had trained Schmidt too
well,

The Burlington Gontract
0f the total gronp, thirty-five families rumbering between 205
and 207 persons had decided o remain in Nebrasks and they settled on
1onds #n York snd Hamilton Counties which they purchised fiom the Bure

lington and Fissourd River Railroad t:campan:rr.l"a Other than for the ale

M6 psrmhard Warkentin to David Goerz, Sepbember 2%, 187k, Berne

hard Warkentin Golleetion,

Ml permhard Warkentin to David Goer e el
arkentin to David Goerz, September 19y 1874, Borne
hard Werkentin Collection, ¢ S6P v 1874, Born

“8pva Abwshane (Mrs, Peter J. Friesen), Family Diary, new in
possession of A. W, Friesen, Henderson, Nebraska; J; Js Friesen, "lList,
The Mennonite families who first settled 4n the western part of York
and the eastermn part of Hamiiton Comnties in Nebraska, Oct, 14, 1874,*
ds Jo Friosen Collections Friesen lists the names uf the original
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ternate sections of land belonging to the Burlington Railroeads. the area
‘had alveady been almost completely settled by homésteaders, The home
gteaders. wore largely of Anerican stook, descendants of settlers in.

the Atlantie seaboard states, although there were some Germins, Swedes,
and Trish, The homesteaders ‘each had approximately thirty to forty
aéres of land ynder aultivatidni\,.ﬁxé. rest of the prairie was a fgrsat
564 of wribroken grass? marked enly by tislr Log-¢abin's and dugouts.”
“ Tudugh all slgns polnted 6 a bountiful harvest in 187%,°C fhe homew
steaders’ hopes were dashed by thé Rocky Mountain grasshoppersi: The
“dvea vhére the Menmonites ssttled in the'fall of the year was invaded
by ‘the grasshoppers én July 26, 1874; Coming in hordes so thick that
they obscured the sun, “they quiskly settled on the eultivated sreas and
began ‘theix feasting:”! By nightfall he com had a1l been devoured
and mere stumps rémained, The ,grasf;hopperé'; ‘also strlipped the garden
. patehes, gnawed heles in carpets vhich had béen placed over plants in
vain attempts to salvage them, and finally attacked the prairie grasses,
After they had eatén they bored holes in the ground, filled them with
aggsf end then died, In places their dead bodies coversd the earth in

irty-five settlers ‘and a sonsultation of the official passenger 1ists
of the S S. Cimbria zand the S 3. Tenton onia reveals that, with one
possible exceptiﬁn, a1l the families who chose o rémain in Nebrasks
had been passengers on the 8, S. Teutonia--contrary to Dyek's assertion
in "Kansas Promotional Activities with Partioular Reference to Mene
nonites, ™ Bo.4y,

494, E. Sheldon, '"ha Nemnanlte *Eimwandermg! o Nebraska," The
enneniite, LIT (September 21, 1937): 8s

1937)5°§g§rett Fewten Dick, The Sod Sod Honse Fronter, 1891800 (New York,

Ssneldon; "Memnonite *Einwenderung! 1o Nebraska,® 8
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depths ranging up to #ix inches, The disastrous grasshoppeér invasion,
the torrespending fear that the girasshoppers would hateh the following
spring and devour anything they might plant, and theé effects of the
finanoial erisis of 1873 led many homesteaders to offer to sell their
lands at prices which were far less than the Burlington was asking for
its lands, For some yeason, however, the Memonites believed that the
homesteads were reserved for soldiers or those who had served in the
army and were umnavailsble to those vho did not believe in military ser-
vice, Thus, thinking that thé homsestesd land was "Soldaten Land," the
Mermoni.tes purchased their lands from the Burlington and Missouri River
Railroad Compmy;f’z

Touzalin econcluded the purchase agreement with the remaining Menw
nonites in early October; 18’71&;53 According to the provisions of the

52.3«.- J. Friesen, "Early Nebraska Séitlers Faced Grasshopper Plague,®
Mermonite Weekly Revisew, {Newton, Kansas), April 22, 1948; J. J. Friesen,
"Qur Fathers Settled Here in 1874," 68, J. J. Friesen Collection,

B ppparently Touzalin firat extended an offer for at least fourteen
sections of land in Clay County, Nebraska, directly south of Hamilton
County, The Burlington Collection includes a temtative Memorandum of
Agreemént dated October 3 which provided that the Burlington would erect
en inmigrant house for the Mennonites, would bore a well for each pur-
chagery: would supply a gitlde to help locate lands and render other ser=
vices free of charge, would grant $300 to poor families znd for the
first two years of the ten years provided for land payments would not
collect eny interest from the ten poorest families providing they had
not purchased more than 160 acres of land, would transport 45,000 feet
of lumber free from Chicazo to Sutton, Nebraska; would bring the be
longings of the group from Philadelphia free of chargs, would provide
free transportation to the Memnonites from lincoln to the station neare
est their final location; and would provide two of thé Mennonite leaders
with free passes en the Burlington from Chicage to their location for
one and one-half years, The Burlington was prepared to grant forty per
¢ent reductions on the appréised land prices for cash purchases and
thirty per cent reductions for lands purchaised on the ten year eredit
plan at six per cent interest. As a guarantee thab it would carry out
the agreement the Burlington indicated its willingness to place $5000
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contract, the Burlington and Missouri River Railroad agreed to conw
struet a dwelling for' thosé families vho were not in a position to
¢rect thoir own houses immedistely emd indicated that the immigrant
house would remain the property of the Menmnonites, Though the con=
tract did not spesify He number, the Burlington agresd to dig Mwells
sufficient to meet all thelr needs,® and if several families living
together would profer 4ty to erect wells with windmills and tanks
attached, all without charge, The Burlington Railroad agreed to supply
a guide who could Bpeak both Enplish snd German and vho would locate
lends and provide other services, ALl the hay the Mennonites needed
for the first winter would be supplied at the Sutten railread station
for-$2,50 per ton, snd-if the I:IennonitéS‘ should need additional hay

the following year, that wuld also be provided at the sams yate, The
Barlington also agreed to set aside $1000 to eonstruct and iAmprove
bridges snd vroadsi t6 tramsport 250,000 feet of lumber from Chicago
4o their losation free of charge; to provids $1000 worth of food and
tlothing for poor peopls dutring the first winter or to lean them line
Ated sums of money at five per tent interest and to give six of the
Mennonite leaders free passes en the Barlington to Chieage for one year
or lenger, The Burlington Railroad further promised to grant the Mene
nonites a f£ifty per cant reduction on the transportation of farming ime
plements; cattle, household goods, mmd other articles; and to attempt
to seoure the lowest frelght rates for their luggage in Philedelphis,

with Cornelius Jansen, Memorandum of Agreément betwoen Touzalin and
the Menncnites of South Russia then at Lincoln; Nebraska, October 3,
1874, Burlington Collection,
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even sending an agent to help eéxpedite the process, Tn the hopos of
sti1l attracting those Alexanderwohl Mennonhites who had slready dew
parted for Kansas, the Barlington promised to provide fres passage

to "the vhole of the Mennonite people now in this counbry » » + from
Lincoln, from Topeks or wherever they may be looated with, their bage
gage and household goods,” Also, the Burlington agreed to transport
eoal for the Mennonites at cost, o yeserve for them free of charge a
body of fouwr townships wherever they desived, end to assist the poorer
Menmonite families in securing the government lands in those four
tomships, 7The lands themselves were to be sold for a veduction of
forty-Tive per cent for purchases paid in eash, .‘i‘crl thirty-five per
dent for those vho paid a portion in pash, and a reduction of twenty.-
five por cent was given to: thoss who purchased land ¢n ten years eredit
paying six per eent interests Finally, as assurance that the contract
would be i’aiﬂu‘un\&' executed, the Mlinghon‘agreea to provide a sun
‘of $10,000 to be placed with any Ampartisl person the Mennonites dess
ignated, S o sontract was similar to the cne the Burlington had pre-
viously extended to the Memnonites offering them lands in Clay County,
except that it was more gemerous. Additional monies were granted to
poor persons, a far greater emomnt of lumber was shipped free of charge
for the settlers, mofe fres passes were granted to Memonite leaders,
and the Burlington slse grmtéd reductions Yo persons making their ene

“mmgton end Missouri River Railroad Compeny eontract with the
Mennonites at Iﬁ.ncoln. Nebraska; 1874, taken from the Burlington files
and quoted in full in Erb, "Influence of the Westérn Railroads Upon
Mennonite Settlements in the United States,® 3132,
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tire land payments in gash or even paprtially dn tash, The Burlingten
éven offersd to double the guarantes that it would fulfill the cone
tract terns,

Tt was ovident that Touzalin wag aceording the Mennonites pref-
erences which the Burlington wes noty according o policyy granting to
other purchasers of 4té landsy On Jammary 4, 1873, the Burlington
1iberalized its policiés in Nebraska, especially these relsting to
payments for land purchases.. Under the new conditions the setiler.
miaking his land payment in eash veceived a twenty por eent peduction
on the appraised price of thé land, The setiler who had chosen the
leng eredit plan and then paid in full after oné year veceived an
eightecn per cent redustion on the pppraised price; if hé paid in full
at the end of two years fifteen per tend was deduetedy &nd if he pald
in full after thres ysars, ten per cent was deductsd.”> On the ten
yoar tredit plon the Mennoriltes were promised a rveduction of twenty-
£ive per cent without being required to pay in full after dny spece-
ified number of years; if they paid a portion in eash they received a
thirty-five per eent redustions and a full payment in cash meant &
forty-five per cent reduction, The sontract Touzalin concluded with
the Memmonites provided rates which wore more than twice as generous
as those provided by the stated Burlington policdes, an indication of
Toutalin's efforts to secura Mennonites ay setilers on the Burlington

0f the thirty.five original families, thirty.four purchased land

55 Overton, Burlington &Iest; 350,
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frem the Burlington and Missourd River Railroad during the first year.
Tuelve fanilies purchased land ‘i Hamiltan County md twerty-two fanilies

5630meuhat pnzz:ling are geveral yoferéncas. tos Memnonite gotilew
ment in Clay County begun at that time, The previously cited Familiens
Kalender of 1878 noted that the large Mennonits eolony north of Sutian
1ay in Hamilton and Clay Counties and had grown so fast that it exe
“tended into York Comnty. Poter Jansen récalls that in 1875 Plarge seote
tlements were started by our eople in Clay and Hemilton Counties,".
_(hemoirs, 42)s the Octobér, 1875, Zur Heimath refers to the "neven
Mennoniteneansiedlungen in Clay County® which did net fare too well in
tha 1875 harvests shereas Hamilton County dids and the Daily Stete
Journal of December {, 1874; mentioned that the Burlington was drilling
we:u.s for the Mermmonites riorth of Sutton in Clay Comty, Those refers
ences notwithstanding, it sppears that no Memonites settled in Clay
County at that time. Jyu J« Friesen; in his voluminons writings ree
garding the origins of the Henderson, Nebraska, Memnonite commmity,
never makes refererice to any settlement in (lay County. The Reverend
As Wi Friesen indicated ¢ the author both in & persomal Anterview and
in a letier dated June 16, 1962, that fnené of these early setilors
bought land in Clay County, As stated they settled north of the Hlue.
River with g fow on the south side, The Hlue river seems to be the
line of demarkation [ sic_/ up to this day betwsen the german sottlers
of Clay county and the Memnonitess The germans in Qlay county elso
camd, from Russia, Odessa 4t seems to me, but came a year or sc eariier
than 1874,% Friesen indicated that even today thera are no mors than
geveral Mennonite families residing in Clay County: The confusion may
be partly explained by the fact that other German settlers in Nebwaska
wore frocuently mistaken by the press for Mennonites,. Funk noted fn
the February, 1874, issue of the Horzld of Truth, that a Intherm
golony frouw Odessa, Russla, which settled in southern Nebraska was erw
roneously referred o by the press as . a Memnonite colonys The Russismn
¢olony in Clay Comnty wrote to their friends dn Russia wia a Barlirigbam
¢ircular, indicating that their lands lay from one to soven miles from
Sutton and that they were of the Reformed Church ("An unsere Vorwandte
md Freunde in Russland}® February, 1874, Barlingtort promotional leaf
let in Burlington Collection)s One of the original land contraets bow
tween the Burlington Railroad md thé Memmonite settlers noted Sutten,
Clay County, as the settler!s address, although the purchased land was
located in Hamilton County. The Burlington operated z railroad station
in Sutton, Clay County, which was the mailing address for the Mermonite
- gettlement and likely led many to sssume it wss also the location of
their settlements A check of tha 1end oifice records of Clay County,
wonld, however, be necessary to clarify this matter.
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acros of land, some vore for less, end ené family purchased 320 ae_:ires’ﬁ'
The thirty-five families purchased approximately 6000 aores of land and
reserved nearly asnothey 1000 acres for friends and relabtives they exe
peeted to arrive later, Prices yanged from $3.50 per acre for cash
purchases 46 $6.00 pér acre on the eredit *p‘l‘m.;f’g Within the settlement
the Mermonite families srowled as clase topether as the alternating
hemsstead lands permitted. In only two places did the Memnonite owned
land not connect at the corners with 1ands owed by other Mermonites.
Relatives endeavored to eelect lands close to sach otherwsfour family
heads purchased one seetion of land, cast lots to determine which quare
tor section each would buy, and then built thelr hemes close togsther
near the center of the éeoﬁm.sg The contracts themselves specified
the conditions the Burlington Railread dmposed on the Mennonite purs
thasers, For ezample, Peter Wall purchased forty acras in Hamilton
County for $4,20 per acre at six per cent interest on the ien year credit
plan. Wall made his last payment in 1884 and the forty acre purchase
éventually cost him $228,48.$168,00 for the principal and $60.48 for
interest. According to the contract, Wall sgreed to improve end bring
under eultivation one-tenth of the acreage each year for the first

thres yoars; not to cub any wod except for fuel or construetion of

573, 3, Friesen, "he Number of Acres of land our fathers bought
in 1874," §. J« Eriesen Collection
583, 3, Friesen, "Remsking a Commmity~-Henderson, Nebraska,"
Henmondte Life, V (October, 1950), 10,
o 59.-1;5- Js Friesen, "The Map of the First Mennonite Settlement in
1874 in York and Bamilton County, Nebraska," 1, J« . Friesen Collection.
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buildings and fencesy If Wall ablded by the regulations and made his
pagmerits, he would then bé given a deed o the land, although the
yallroad would reserve a strip of land 200 fest wide to bo used for
right of way or other railvoad purposes, Touzalin signed ﬁﬂx_fa-éoﬁtré;dt;so

Establiching the Commmity

Waile still in Linc,aoln;- most 61.‘[ the Menmmite famildes in the
process of purcha‘éing‘ Bnr:h\ngton iaﬁas also bought horses, é’cms, oxen,
‘harnesses, wagons. toole stoves and other hmehold aquipment. ‘Those
#ho had purchaged teams and wagons ‘Loaded then with the accumﬂ.ated
noxchandise, and drove across the prairies to the Lmigrant housa which
the Burlington Radlréad waa aonatmgtﬁg Lor kha.nénnonitss in aceord-
ance with the contract, Yowng men and older boys drove the 6ows be-
hind the teans vhile the older people, women and children foilowed
soveral days later on the Durlington Raiiresd, Arriving fn Subbon they
wore mot by the men &nd boys and vent on to the dnnigrant house, twelvs
nilés north and fowr miles east of Sutton, One mile east fron the pre-
sent village of Henderson, the Burlingtén built the immigrant bc(msé.in
the centor of the area within vhich the Memmenites purchased their ”
lands, Some of the hemesteaders and residents of Sutton helped to
transport the 207 Mennonites to the immigrant home, where they arrived
én October 14, 187451 e Chieago, Burlington and Quiney Ratirosd
tranSportad frec the eight carlozds of Lumber the immigrant homs re

60 ontract NO& 8503 of the Burlington and Missourd River Railroad
Ccmpany in Nebraska with Peter Wallg Ootobes 205 1874" i‘ 3’_& Erie sen

Lollsetbion,

6"Friesen; "Our Fathers Settled Here in 1874," 2.l 3, J. Friesen
Collection,
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mit‘ed,& but vhen the Mennonites arrived the home was not quite com-
pleted and carpentors were still shingling the roo’figj The heme was
& large frama building; 24 feet wide imd 80 feet long withoub eny ine
torior partitions, Tar paper covered the walls tut not the ceiling,
and the rafters, studdings snd joints wers exposed to view, The floor
was made of wide, smdoth boards® and the entire building vested en
biocks above the ground. Each famlly was assigned a eertain location
in’ the building according to the mumber in the family snd a1l had to
sléep on the floor. Stoves were seb up outside to do the cooking.

Not a1l the Mennonites sould £1nd voon in th imigrant hems and some
noved into houses which had been built by earlier settlers bub had
been vacated for the winter, As soan as everyone was temporarily
hotsed; the men and oider boys began to build thetr individual homes,
:l.eaving early every morning £oom the inmigrant home, Most of the fivst
dwe]lings were nade of sa&. A cammion 5126 homé had walls eight feet
bigh and about tws and one-half feet thick, wal thirty-tw> fest long
and spproximately twenty feot wide, A fow settlevs wiin arple funds
built frame houses and althongh everyone succesdsd in getting his home
veady for the winter, a few families spent the first winter in the de.
gerted homes of semets and honesteaders, 55

€2y, B, Tounalin t6 Charles E, Perkins, November 14, 1874, Bur
Lington Collection.

63Fries~n. "Recollections of the Bnigration from Russia énd the
Pioneex* Iife in America, 1874,% 9, de 4 F I Friesen Collection,

Spcre. Mihen the Colonists Arrived i 1872!-.*' & York Republi~
eany Augast 12,1937 " ’

65Fr5.esm, *Recollections of the- Emigration from Russis and the
Pioneer Life in Agorliea, 1874," 9-14, . d. Friesen Collection.
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Des;:ﬁ.te the fact that the Mennonites ecoived valuable assistamce
from the Burlingbon Rallread and from their homesteading neighbors,
the first winter was a diffiould one, Most of the original settlers
were poor and purchosed their lands on ﬁreditgs-s One of. them reported
in a Jetter o Zur Beimath that machinery vms scavce, there was 1it81e
‘opportunity for earning extra monéy end that the pesple wore ganerslly
poor & During the fivet winter, Towa Mernonttes shipped thres tons
of apples, 240 heads of ¢abbape, 175 dacks of fleur, 82 sacks of vheat,
4o sacks of oate; 82 sacks of sorn; ahd potatoes to thelir beleaguared
brethren in southeastern Nebraska, Thé foodstuffs had a1l been donated
by the Towa Mennonites snd were shipped fres of iy freight charges by
the Burlington Railmead 'to Subion; Hé‘bi‘sﬁk&tss

Even peior to their departure for Amerdica the Alexanderichl cone
grogation recognized that there were some poor fanilies in their midst
who would be unskile to finanes thely migration, ..Qn' Pebrmawy 11, 1674,
ﬂmy"ﬁnstituﬁed a treasury dnto which %m; ~7:ea1‘.ch:v paid sash aseording
to their obility, The funds in the treasury were then loaned, without
inderest, to the reediest families,' Appreximately $8,486,25 was pald
into the treasary and by Janvary, 1875, $7,610.63 had boen lomed to
heedy individuals, Records were keph in a MSchnurbuch® (Cordbook) so

66y, i, Friesen, personsl Anterview with the suthor in Hendersen,
Nebraska, June 19; ‘!9612). '

Anonymous, "Aug Nebraska,® Zur Heimath, February, 1875, Mennone
ite frugality in purchases and %raéz‘ﬁz oven beome the subject of o
short: nowspaper accownt in the Daily State Jeurnal, October 11, 1874,

S pnangmana, *pankabstatbung," Zur Holmath, Nays 1575,
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sonstrugted that it was easy to determine if anyone had meddled with
the i*éeérds‘sﬁg The MSchnurbuch® preveals that of the original thirty-
five settlers in the Henderson axea, thirteen borrowed money from
thelr own congregation,’?

The prasshopper invasién of 1874 waich proved so treacherous to
the nidwestern states actually aided thé Memnonite irmigrants, The
previous year the grasshoppers had £111ed the ground with thelr eges
and many homesteaders foared that they would hateh in the spring and
continue to molest the crops. As spring approached, some homesteaders
brought some sod cub of the field, heated 4t, and to their dismay found
that the grasshoppers hatehed, Comvinesd of the futiiity of planting
erops, many homesteaders were willing to rent thely plowed fields to
the Mennonites for one dollar per asres: The spring, however, wad told
end rainy, The preater part of the grasshopper eggs were destroyed
and those that hatched wers mmall and soon 'died;ﬂ Most of the Men-
nonite immiprants had rented homesbeader's lands, howsver, and ail who
gowsd seed in 4875 harvested a small ercpe-suffieient for bread and
feadeaond thug the Mennonite farmers were alded by the willingness of
the homesteaders to rent their 1ands, 72

égeingeri‘ch;.f "The Alexandexwohl 'Schnurbuch,! # 45,

70.@;9, Alexandertohl MSchnurbuch,® located in the Bathel College
Histordical Library, North Newtony KansaS.

T3, 3. Friesen, "otting Teidences en the Way €6 Anerica in 1874
& here in Ploneer Life," J. J. Friesen Collsction,
” mzsms "Early Nabraséa zget%?gs Faced Graashopparézlag‘ue;“

enmor sekly Review, Apr v } Friesen, "Recollections of the

Euigration from Russia and the Picneer Iife in Anérica, 1874, 19.24,
li iﬂ E g&esen Conect&;. »
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Touzalin quickly began to follow through in fulfilling the terms
of the agreements The Burlington Railrond provided & man with well
digeing equipment who drilled & well for each sebtler who had pur~
thased land from the Burlingion Railyoad. The seotiler assisted with
two meri and his team of horses, ind fraquently his neighbors pitched
in a8 well, The wells were approximately ninety to ono hundred feot
Qeep and gave good water.’?

Correspondende Barlingion ¢fficials at the Boston headquarters
soon reéceived, howeves, indlcated that 21l was not woll with the new
Monnonite sobtlement., After leading & group of Russian Memcnites in
a survey bf Union Pacifie and Burlington Raliroad lands in Nebraska,

J+ 74 Rochussen voturned to Minmesota where he was living when Tougalin
requested his assistance in fmmipration mattersy Rochussen declined
the offer and took it upent himself to write to John H Dennison, Sece
yotavy-Troasurer of thé Burlington and Missourd in Boaton,"" to explain
that "great diseontent® provailed améng the Russian-Oormen Mennenites
tho had gettled north of Sutton. The discontent; Rochussen felt,
stenmed from the 1874 agreement embodying “extravagantly favorable cone
ditions" shich Teusalin had coneluded with the Memmonites and which he
had not kept after the firet yoar,”> Toupslin extended ddentical terms

73Friesm, "Reeoliect.ions on our Journey in 1874 and of Pioneer
Life," 5, . J. Friesen Couection; Anonymous, "The Mémnonites of Clay
GO“BW,” The ﬁ_.:!x Stateg aly. Deﬁember 4 18? s
72"Demism was serving as Searetary-Treasurer In 4858 and eontimied
in that position for some time. He was also active in organizing towne
gége ;gmsgznsées in Towa and Nebraskas Overton, Burlingten West, 108,
3 »

753, 3. Rochussen to John N, Dennison, May 15; 1875, Burlinsten
Colléctiom
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to the Mennonites vho might coms 4n 1875,7C and Tsask Peters ncsords
ingly wrote numerous lettors to Russia in en sttempt fo intersst future
Hennenite dmmigrants in purchasing land from the. Burlington Railroad.
‘Peters, Like Correlius Jansen; had been expolled by the Rissian gove
ermments He had aveived in thé settlement on January 8, 1875, end sete
tled two miles west and threé and oné-half miles sonth of the immigrent
house on land near the ,,I,ittaf.é Hiue Biverw shich was given to him free
by the Burlingbon Reilfosd,7C Peters! arrival had boen tuite wexe
pacted but he irmediately beaama the elder ind leader of the entire
settlenent,’® In his letters to Russia Poters explained the éonditions
Touzalin had extended to those Mennonites whe would dome in 1875, eme
phasizing the fine tlimate end lande vhich made Nebraska "the best
state.180 I ons of thoss Jetters Peters adnitted that deep well water
wes a hindrance, but pointed to the wonderful American machinery wrich
-obviated the problem: Peters plso mentioned that fonr families had ve-
tuimed from Minnesota and had taken land in Nebraska: Peters felt that

76A. E. Touzaliu to Tsazk Petera, February Y, 1875, ;ﬂngtcn
Coliection, In the letter Touzalin also promised to assist the poor
families by building wells for them and releasing them from any land
peynents for two yearse

WFriesen, "Recollections of the Emigration from Russia md the
Pionéer 1ife in America; 1874," 13-174 Friemen; "The Car Procession and
Sight Seeing Trip o Some of the Corners of the Land en Which our Fa
thers Setiled in §874," 9, i. d« Friesen Collection.

78 Aq V. Friesen, personal intérview with the smthor in Henderson,
Nebrasks, June 19, 1962,

79Friesen. WRacolloctions of the m.igratian Trom Russia and the
Pioneer Life in Ameriea, 18?13-," 214 J+ d. Friesen Collection.

essoxgg%eziiers o Leanhard Sudernann, Beptember 13, 1875, &+ L
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the only major difference smong thé variouns states was elimaté.-those
preferring eold elimates vould go north, those partial to hotter olis
mates could go south, and thesd favoring & moderats slimate could
¢thoose a middle state such 2s Nebraska. Hard work and trust in God
would mean success no matter where the immigrants would settle, al
though Petérs wondered whethess Kansas eould eseapé droughts and noted
that Mimesotals winters wore very gevers, ! Soms Mennonites did come
to Nebraska as a result of Peterst letters and becamé disillusioned
vheén Touzalin's promises remsined mfuifilled, espsclally those ro.
lating to the boring of wlls., The settlers began to ask Peters Mwhere
ave all thy promises?” Beoause they commmicated their dissontent to
their friends and relatives still in Russia, Peters expected that
though some Mennonite immigrants would still some to Nebraska, a large
group ¢ould hardly be e':tpeetaa.ez Aceording to Rochussen, Touzalin had
not paid the cost of boring five wells, had not pranted the rebate on

a few ears of lumber and ¢n several oceasions had not waived small sums
of purchase money, Rochussen éncouraged Dernlson to investigate the
situation and Mozéned him that he was refusing Touzalin's offer of ene
ployment because Tourzalin was "so changeable, 8o wild 4n his Adess, so
proné t0 abandon plans after having only just commenced to work them
out, g0 mcertain as to temper and gdo Avrogant mnd domineering, n3

| 3‘Isaak' Peters to Leonhard Sudeymann, Septembér 13, 1875, J. 4.
Erdesen 00%‘ ction, Sudermann was pliuming to emigrate to America and
came in 1876, setiling in Kansas: He had been & member of the conmities
of twelve vhich visited North Amerdea in 1873,

_ Baxsaak Peters to Cornelius Jansen, Mavch 17, 1876, Burlington
Collection,
Jd+ Js Rochussen to Jom N, Dénnison, May 15, 1875, Burlin
Collection . ' ' » Burlington
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George Tyson of the Burlington's Boston office acknowledged Rochussen's
letter, expressing regrot that the Mennonites were discontented and
promising that attention would be given to the mat,térsm

Rochiissen also wrote Touzalin end pespectfully deslined to work
with him because "hé feeling among the Subton Mennemites about your
breach of the contract you 8o rashly concluded with them in 4874 is too
strong." Rochussen indieated that when the immigrants had asked
Touzalin to have the freight on wheat reducsd he had done nothing, but
vhen they had written Dennison eoncorning the matber the gonceasion had
been promptl:r granted, 2

The following year a young Catholio priest, Father Lechlesiner,
reported to Touzalin on the Mermonite situation in Peters! mngregatiomaé
He ventured the opinion that the Menmonites were being Mtroubled by
dutpiders,{“ and suggested Rochussen; who had had previaus dealings with
the Union Paeific land department, a8 a possibility, lechlestner in-

 Bgeorge Tysen to d4 3. Rochussen, May 25, 1875, Burlington
Colleetion, ' ; : ,

Js J¢ Rochussen to A. B, Touzalin, May 15, 1875, Burlington
Collection: ' ) ' '

_86Hochussen,qamré, of Touzalin's plang to have Lechlestner assist
him in promoting Catholic immigratien to Nebraska had sarlier advised
Touzalin to be wary of relylng on the "energetic but indisecreet" young
priests Rochussen urged Touzalin not to pive Lechlestner a season's
pass on the Burlington's linas, not to send him to Chicago to meet a
group of Franciscans, nor to send him o Russia as an agent of the
Burlington land department. Rochussen thought Lechlestner to be ®very
tnpopular with his fellow priests by reason of his ¢ + + conceit,”
and advised Tougalin to deal with amy prospective Catholie immigrants
himself, although it might be useful to give lLechlestner a salary to
stand alengisde Pwith his mouth shut." J. J4 Rochussen to A E.
Touzalin, May 15; 1875, Burlington Collection.
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formed Tougalin that the Union Pacifie had offered the Menmonits set-
tleérs near Sutton favorable terms if they wodld purchase Union Pacifie
lands and would furthermore make good any losses the Mermonites might
gustain by solling out at Suttons Moreover, somé of the Memnonites
believed that the Burlingtn Reilvoad %es faveritig Jansen and his
friends in Jefferson County by charging them lower freight rates, ILechs
lestner saw an additicnal contributing cause to the gereral dissatise
faction in Isask Peters, Mhe wnrily soul in the settlement,>7

In 'gpe pash Isaak Peters had been the smuse of a donsiderable
aomt of dissensien: As Proacher snd elder oi‘ his oongregation in
Russia, Peters maintained striet and rigorous requirements,. exersising
guch striet ehurch diseipline that a division develeped in the cone
gregation from i‘t«ﬁxi&:eh Peters was f£inally expelled shortly before he
emigrated to America. The Russian government expelled him too, because
he advosated non-resistance and emigration, Arriving in Nebraska in
1875, Poters was chosen elder of the Bethesda Memnonite Church tut by
1880 he withdrew with a minority of the congregation o organize a new
etureh 8 It 45 entizely possible that some of Peters! veliglons dis
dgreements with his fellow Metmondtes may have eaused him to blame
Touzalin snd the Burlington Rallroad for some diffionlties; nevertheless,
it seems ¢lear that Touzalin was somevhat lax in fulfilling a1l the pro-
visions of the Y874 agreement and the extension of its provisions to

87Ferd. 'Ibchlesgzer %6 Av E, Tousalin, April 24, 1876, Burlington
foliection. | ) ’ ' » Burlingdon
88, F. Epp, "Isaak Peters," The Memnonite Pncyclopedia, IV, 153«
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latey Memmonite immigrants, According to the eontract, for example,
the immigrant house the Burlington had constructed in the center of
the comminity was to be the property of the Mennonites and for some
years the Mennonites did use the tuilding in summers for a churdh
meoting place, but during the wintsrs they met in the warmer homes of
settlers. The Burlington finally sold the immigrant house to one of
the Mennonite setilers who itransported it to his farm and for a time
the Mennenites continued to nse one-half of 4t for their church,?

An dricident vhich oocured during one of the first years of the
settlement évidenced the continued rivalry between the various states
and land agents for the Mennonite setilers. One of the Alexanderwchl
Mermenite Ammigrants, Gerhard Petkeyr, built his sod house in a low
basin in York County; A heavy spring rain threatened to flood the home
and Petker's family was evacnabed by another of the Mennonite setilers
living néarby, The home was flooded and the mud walls eollspsed, When
nows of the event reached Kansas, some of the setilers and land agents
there wrote to Mermonites still in Russia indleating that most of the
éntire Hormonite setilement in Nebraska had been "drowned out by a
£1o00d,"%°

In 1867 the town of Henderson sprang wp in the midst of the Mene
nonite settlement, spproximately one mile west of the immigrant house.

SgFriesm "The Landsesking Ehcpedition in 1872 and ncidents on
Their Vay to mnerica & in Pioneer Life," 8, J. J. Friesen Collection,

: 9°Fr:.esen; "The Map of the First Menmonite Settiement in 4874 in
York and Hamilton Comty, Nebraska," 2, J. d. Frdesen, Collsction,
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It was named after one of the original homesteaders, David Henderson,
who hemesteaded 4n Henderson township 4n 1866,

For a numbeyr of years additional Menmonites £rom Russia joined the
smsll setilement end the Ménnonites slowly purchased the land from the
homesteaders situated among themeegenerally paying sbout $25 to $30
per acre of land in the early yoars--until the Heéenderson community bee
came almost exelusively Memnonite:; At the present time; in the town
of Hemiderson which has a population of zpproximately 750, there are at
nost two or three non-Mennonite families. The surrounding area too is
almost eompletely Mermonite--for ten miles to the east of Henderson,
five miles south, eight miles north, and ten miles mst.gz Though
Congressional legislation never provided the solid Mennonite commmities
the immigrants hed desired, the growing progperity of the immigrants
and the passage of iime eventually achleved the same yesult.

913, 4. Frissen, My This Historieal Marker?® Memnonite Weekly
Review, September 8, 1937, ‘

92A.~. We Friesen, 6‘12391‘501121 interview with the author in Hendersen,
Nebraska; June 19, 1962,
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Chapter VII

THE BURLINGTON. ATTRACTS AND LOSES OTHER MENNONITES

Competition for the Burlington
Competition for the Memnonite immigrants remained keen throughout

the 4870ts, Disturbed at the Burlington's success in settling Mennone
its immigrants on its Nebraska lands, in 1875 the Union Pacific Raile
road Company made @ concerted effort to secure Mennonite settlers for
its own lands. Convinced that the immigrating Mennonites had never
properly investigated its lands, the Union Pacific invited the Mermone
ite Executive Aid Committee to send a delegation to inspect the Union
Pacific lands in Nebraska, Six men made the jowrney and viewed Union
Pacific lands north of Columbus and in other localities, They found
the land extremely productive and discovered that wells needed to be
only ten to twenty feet deep before "excellent drinking water" was
found, The land prices ranged from two to ten dollars per acre and the
Union Pacific offered either a ten per cent reduction for cash payments
or a ten yoar credit plan, ‘The Union Pacific also promised liberal
froight reductions, even if the Memmonites would purchase government
lands. Elder Isaazk Peters of the York and Hamilton County Mermonite
settlement accompanied the delegation for part of the journey snd was
also favorably impressed with the Union Pacifie lands, The delegates
were enthusiastic enough to utilize the Herald of Truth to encourage
the immigrating Mennonites to view the Union Pacifiec lands shich wers
"as rich as,. and more favorsbly located then, any of the unsettled

121
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lands which we saw on this or any other trip through the West.;"i

The Union Pacifie, the Santa Fe, other westem railroads, and
the Canadian provinece of Manitoba continued thelr efforts to attract
the incoming Mennonite immigrants. The Burlington Railroad also
faced competition from Brazil and other South American republies vho
endeavored to entice Hennonites and other Russian colonists to their
ahoreuem2 Brazil, for example, was offering prospective settlers free
transportation to Brazil, free lands, freedom of religion, exemption
from taxation for ten years, daily ratiocns for ons year, the right
for settlers to elect their own minieipal officers, schoolhonses in
each distriet, and lumber for the erection of houses, Each famlly was
also offersd two mules, two mtock hogs, poultry, two shovels and sime
1Jay implements with payment to be made in five smnual installments
without interest. Such offers, Touzalin realized, he was in no posi-
tion to mateh, But he was confident that the wostern states of Amerdea
offared superior advantages to prospective settlers and that if the Burw
lington Railroed edopted proper moasures it could secare for Nebraska
fthe best ¢lass of these paople who are migrating or about to migrate."3

First Mennonite Settlerps
Though Touzalin continued his efforts to setile more Mennonites

John Shenk, gt gl:¢ "A Trip io the Far West/ Herald th.
September, 1875-,‘ ¢ 3 < derald of Truth,

ZFerd, Lechlestner to A. E. Touzalin, Aprdl 24, 1876, Burlinsto
Collection. . » ope + 1876 Burlingbon

31, E. Touzalin to Charles E, Perkins, June 17, 1878, Burlington
Collection, " ' P
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on the Burlington lands the settlements in Jefferson and Gage County
and Hamilton and York County were the only major Burlinpgton successes.
The Burlington had little influence on the first Mennonites who séte
tled in Nebraska, most of whom moved there from their homes in the
eastern states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, and Iowa: In 1870

or 1871, Henry Yother, a Pemsylvenia bishop in the 0ld Mennonite
Church, settled in Gage County, Nebraska: By the end of 1871 there was
énly one edditicnal Mennonite in the area beside Tother. fn Old Mene
nonits settlement was begun in 1873 west of Milford in Seward County.
On April 3, 1873, three Ohio Menmonite families settled there,” and
soon eight additional Amish Mennonite families arrived frem Illinois,
Though some of the early settlers in Seward County purchsased their land
from the Purlingten Rai‘.l.road;? nost of them bought land from home-
steaders already in the repion; paying from six to nine dollars per acre.
The eongregation grew slowly--in 1878 there were fifty-five members’

6

8

l'fc,. Henry Smith, ‘The Memmonites ¢f Amerdea {Séotidale, Pennsylvania,

1909), 289; John F. Funk, "Bro, Henry Yother," Hersld of Truth, Jenuary,
1872: Memnonites represent many different conference groupings, the
largest of which is the Old Mennonite conference, The second largest
group are the General Conference Memonites, and the great majority of
the Mennonite immigrants in the 1870's are now mmbered in that group,
Some 'also - represented the Memmonite Brethren conference.

5Schmidt; "The Mennonites of Nebraska," 67; Erb, "Influence of
Western Railroads Upon Mennonite Settlements 4n the United States,® 3b,
€gugene Phil1ip Glemens, MOrigin and Early History of the Nenmonite
Church in Nebraska," Mennonite Historieal Bulletin, XVIT (January, 1956), 1.
~ 7Erb, "Influence of Western Rallroads Upon Memnonite Settlements
in the United States," 34,

83cimidt, "The Menmemites of Nebraska,® €7

“Brb, "Mfiuence of Western Railroads Upon Mennonite Settlements
in the United States,” 4.
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and approximately twenty-one families in the area. They were well
satisfisd with the land which could bs purchased for from six to
fifteon dollars per acre in 1877. living only twenty-two miles from
Lineoln, the state capitol, the Memnonites had access to good markets
end their thirty to eighty foot wells produced good water,!® In the
1880's those early setilers were joined by additional Mennonites swho
settled mainly in western counties where chesper lands were available
than in the eastern counties vhich were being settled with great ras
platty, 1!

The jiebe Grow

The Mennonite migration was at its peak during 1874 vhen nearly
6,500 Smmigrants errived in the United States,'? In eddition to sete
tling the Kleine Gemeinde and the Alexenderwohl Mennonites on its lands
during that summer, the Burlington also attempted to sell its lands to
a2 group of Memnonites wnder the leadership of Jacob A, Wiebe, But the
Nebraska nemesis, deep well water, was the reason that Wiebe gave for
¢hoosing to settle in Kansas rather than in Nebraska. The group had
left Russia on May 30, 1674, and arrived in New York ¢n July 15, 874,13
At the {ime that Wiebs and the approximately twenty-four families in

105, 3. Petersheim to Editor of Hergld of Truth, March 16, 1877,
Herald of Iruth, May, 1877.

M elemens, "origin end Early History of the Mennonite Church in
Nebraska," 1.

12]03bbrandt, "Enigration of German Memnonites," IT, 28,

131a00b 4, Wisbe, "Mhe Fomding of Gnadeénau,” Krahn, ed., Erom the
Sterpes to the Prairics, 98-99.


https://H1sto:ey-.of
https://states.12
https://pidity-.11

125

his group arrived in New Yorlk, Cornelius and Peter Jansen were also in
the clty and persuaded Wiebe to temporarily leave his followers in
Elkhart, Indiana, until suitable lands for settlement had been located

in Nebraska or other states,!’ The fanilies remained in Elkhart in

homes John Fy Funk provided for them while Wiebe and another member of
the party went west to investigate lands. Though they travelled throughe
out Nebraska they finally decided to locate in Kansas bscause there

wells wors shallows Since the members of the group wors not particularly
wealthy Wiebe felt that if they would remain in Nebraska the expenses
cormoected with drilling deep wells would prove & resl hardship, Until
thé transaction with C. B, Schmidt for Santa Fe lands in Kansas was
¢oncluded, however,; Schmidt feared that the Mennonites would still de.
cide to locate in Nebraska, As for many of the Mammonite immigrants,

the first years were trying vnes.for Wiebe's group, and Cornelius Jane
sen loaned the settlers $1000 to assist them in their beginnings,'s

The Hutterian Brothren
Thé Burlington and Missouri alse attempted to settle a large colony
of Hutterian Brothren on its Nebraska lands in the summer of 1874, The
Hutterian Brethren had originated in Austria. as part of the Anabaptist
movement of the sixteenth century and have continued to practice nonw-
rosistance and the community of goods in eolonies they have' established
in England and in North and South America, The American press commonly

- Vgomihard Warkentin to David Goerz, July 20, 1874, Bernhard War-
kentin Collection,

Viiisbe, "Founding of Gnadenan,” 99-101,
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rogarded the Hutterites as Mennonites, though that was technically not
trme, Irt 1874 Petor Jansen informed the Daily Btate Journal that
though ‘the Hutterites had soms of the distinguishing characteristics

of Memnonites, they were net "regular Henmmites.,"’é A group of
Hutterite Brothren arrived on the S. S. Hanmonda in Bew York City on
July 19, 1874, and the approximately eighty families proceeded immedie
ately to Nebraska under the charge of the Burlington and Missouri River
Railroad, 77 The group of approximately 250 adults znd 150 children
arrived 4n Lincoln on July 22, 1874, and the 400 Hutterites filled nine
rallroad coaches and one bagegsge cars The Burlington Railroad housed
the immigrants in the Lincoln immigrant house, in the falrground tuild
dnps, ond at an old "Union Hause."w #hile the Burlington land sgents
showed the group its lands, éspecially 10,000 to 15,000 acres south of
the Platts Rivar.w At first, the Hutterites were guite pleased with
the Nebrasks lands where they planned to settle, Wnile the leaders were
viewing the various Burlington lands the group made only the most necw
essary purchases in lincoln; even though they sppéared to be amply
gupplied with cashe-the New York Herald hod reported that the colony
brought $120,000 in gold aleng with them: In addition ‘o farmers;

o 1€ )nanymons, Mitore Russians," The Deily State Jowrnals Mugust b,

17Beynhard Warkentin to David Goers, July 20, 1874, July 21, 187k,
and July 22, 9874, Bernhard Warkentin Collection; John Fe Funk, "The

Russion Emigration,” Herald of Truth, August, 1674,

vt 18 onymous, "A Ble Accession," The Daily State Journsl, July 23,
874 ' ’

tne Beatrice Express; July 30, 1874
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mechanies, sarpenters, blacksmiths; tinsmiths and shoemakers were found
in the groupy 211 intending to practics the commmity of goods in the
Nebraska colony they plamned 1o establish,2® A large portien of the
Hutterites soon decided, however, that the Dakota Territory where

thelr friends had already settled; was more gppealing than Nebraska
and left by train for Dakota,?! in inoident reported in the Datly State
Journsl vevealed how diffieuld it could be for the immigrants to de
cide vhere to locatewdisaprecments conegrning the final losation somée.
times even $plit families. A fathes of thres or four boys way de
termined to journey to Daketa and his wife was equally determined to
remain in Nebraska. A long argument in German and Russian settled
tothing: One of the ¢oleny's leaders was ecalled, and, on the floor of
the immigrant house, counted oul one thousand dollars in gold coin for
the husband and smother thousand for the wife, After the division s
made, the couple shook hands end separated, the husband boarding the
Dakota bound train,. his wife remaining in Nebraska with the ohildren.za
It 13 1ikely that those vho initially vemained eventually also laft
Nebraska, for no Hutterite colonies wore ever established in Nebraska,
and thé Nebraska newspapeérs did not mention that any Hutterites re.
mained in Nebraska, When the first group of Alexanderwohl Mennonites
grrived in Lincoln the Daily gState Jomrnal commented that "they are a

o, o, Vo Mementtos," The DatLy Stats Jouenal, Suly 29,
1874 # snonymous, "Bound to Dakota," The Daily Stats Joumel: Augast 8,

zzAnonymous, A Russian Divores," The Daily State Journal,
Aogust 15, 1874,


https://ttBotJ.nd
https://chUdNn.22
https://board.mg
https://httuigranthou.se
https://Dakota.21

128

better looking olass of people than the blue<jacket men and women who
were here a short times sincs [THutterites 7, and who went up to énjoy
{the barrerness and inviting insalubrity of Dakota. w23

Statisties

Though there i5 no available evidence of any Burlington influeénce,
two additional small Mennonite groups settled in Nebraska in the early
1870%'s, Two families settled in Knox County in the northern part of
the state near the Missouri River, reporting that they had "good land;
well watered and timbersd,® and that government land was availsble as
were homestead claims which could be purchased for from $100 to $300,2
According to z report by the Menmonlte Board of Guardisns, fourtsen
families from Jacob Buller's group also settled in Nebraska in the fall
of 1874, The families wera not members of the Alexanderwshl congree
gation, but had merely travelsd with the groupe They settled on gove
errment land in Franklin Comnty, and, finding the initisl going diffi.
oult, requested finanoial ald from the Board of Guardians,®?

The Mémnonite Board of Guardians estimated that approximately
pighty Mermonite immipgrant families, numbering over 400 persons, had
chosen to make their homes in Nebraska by the £all of ‘1871».26 The én-
sudng years brought more Menmonite immigrants to Nebraska, but the later

23me Datly State Journal, September 5, 187,
2Mdopald of Truth, March, 1875,

| Z¢renbiel, "Second Report of the Memnonite Board of Guardians,"
Herald of Trmth, November, 1874.

26r044,, 180,
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arrivals tended to locate in the peneral area shere their friends and
neighbors had éarlier settled--often on the exceas land the earlier
gottlers had purchased or reserved, or on lands purchased from other
settlers, the government, or the railroad. In 1875 at least twnty
additional families chose to setile in Nebraska,‘?'? and additional per-
‘gons oame in *18‘76,'28 1877.“29 and later years. Of the ten thousand
Mennonites who emigrated from Russia to America during the Mémonite
migration wave of 1873 to 1883, approximately cne-half chose Kansas
‘a8 their now home, The other five thousand Memnonites located in Ne-
braska, Dakota, and Mimnesota,’® Thus, Touzalin hed been wnable to
gocure for Nebraska the number of Memonite settlers that he so are
dently desired. Yet those Mermonites vho did settle in Nebraska
represented the successful colonization efforts of the Burlington and
Missouri River Railroad and its chisf Nebraska land agent, A B,
Touzalin.

John F; Funk, "The Emigration from Russia," Herald of Truth,
Septenber, 1875, ' o
; "“As E. Funk, "Russiani Buigration,® Herald of Truth, Augunst,
18761 Jol Shenk, npreies of the Vatorlan T h ge%glr_’gg Truth, Sepe
tamber, 1 *

o 2936t F, Funk, "The Russian Emdgration," Herald of Truth, August,
1877, |

30 03tbrandt, "Enigration of Russian Memenites," I, 33,
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Chapler VIIT
THE BURLINGTON, THE MENNONITES, AND NEBRASKA--CONCLUSIONS

The preceding chapters have focused on. the various attempts of the.
Burlington and Missourd River Railroad Company in Nebrasks, in compe.
tition with other western lmnd grant railroads end foreign cowmtries,
to secure Memmonite settlers for its Nebraska lands, JAn attempt will
be made here to placa those activities end their results in their proper
perspective,

The Burlington and Missouri River Railroad was very active in pro-
moting foreien emigration to Amerdca and its foreimm advertising was
undoubtedly responsible for many immigrants who landed at Gastle Garden.
But although the Mennonite setilements in Rebraska vepresented the
sncgossful colonigation efforts of the Burlington, the total Mémnonite
nigration did not: Neither the Barlinpgton nor any western land grant
railroad was responsible for the decision of the Rugsian Mennonitws to
migrate to the United States in the 1870's. The Mernonites wore pros-
pering in Russia and hed the Tsar nobt revoked their specisl privileges
there would have been no yesson for them to migrate. Once the exodus
wms undemmy not a2ll the Memmonites who migrated wore motivated solely
because their religious freedoms were jeopardiszed--some went also for
adventure, to escape from crowled conditions, for a new start in a new
land. Bat the stimmlus for the great migration wms the abrogation of
the religious guarantees the Mennonites enjoyed in Russia, and had that
not oceured, few would have departed. Moreover, the committee of twelve
which investigated conditions in North America mede no firm contracts

130
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or sormitments: Consequently, &lmost 211 the Memnonites who left Russia
did not come to Ameries planning to settls on the Burlington lands, the
Santa Fe lands, or any other railvoad lands, They merely come, leaving
the decision concerning thelr exast location to be settled efter their
arrival.

However; the fact thabt such a large number of the immigrants chose
to settle in the United Stales rather than in Canada suggests that the
western land’ grant railvoads did exert some influence in the choice of
the general area of settlement: A1l the conditions vhich the Mennonites
deemed essentisle-cheap, fertile land; closed commmities, religious
guarentees, economy of transportadions<were avallable in fuller measure
in Canada than in the United States, yet over half' of the migrating
Mennonites settled in the United States. The prosence of many Mennonites
in the eastern United States partly explains that decision, but the ine
viting terms on good lands vhich the western land grant raiiroads ofe
fored were also of some importance, The extént of the rallroads' ine
fluence in that regard, however, is extremely difficult to measure.

The various western rallrwoads with large land grants at their dis.
posal. viewed the influx of thousands of Menmonite immigrants with great
anticipation, But conditions for the Burlingtom Reilvead were far from
propitious when the Menmonite Immigration began. Following their ine
vastigation of the Burlington and Missouri's and the Union Pacificels
land grants in 1873, none of the committes of twelve had favored lo-
cating in Nebraska: Though the lands appeared to be fertile, they had
gparse grass cover, 1ittle timber, and jealously guarded the water de
posits, Any Menmonites the Burlington would securs ag settlers on its
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1ands would be attracted enly by eonvineing advertising and alesmane
ship, Theé Burlingbon's task was made more difficult by the Memnonite
tendency to settle where their co-religionists had preceded them, and
some of the first Memnonite imigrants had settled in Kansag in Jane
wary of 1874, For that, the chisf Burlington land agent, Ay E, Touzalin,
had enly himself to blame, for while employed by the Santa Fe he had
secured those first settlers for Kansas. His wise selestion of C: B,
Schmidt as a Santa Fe agent also hampered later Burlington efforts as
Schmidt ably carried forward the tolonization work of the Santa Fo
after Touzalin resigned to Join the Burlington staffs The Mennonite
desire to setlle together was quite understandable, The Mermonite ime
migrants were strangers in a strange land, They did not wnderstand
the language of thelr new neighbors, they had to remain constantly
alert o that no one would tike advantage of them, and they were faced
with new farming problems, now pests, and new diseases. Their finanolal
resources were frequently meager, and their falth was often tested to
the 1im1t.-" It was only natural that they desired to be among those
of their owm number, Thus; Kansas and the Santa Fe had a decided ad-
vantage over other states and railroads hecause thé first Menmnonite ime
migrants tho located there were reasonably satisfied with thelr lot.

To be sure, thers had been Mennonite settlers in Nebraska when the
great migration began, but their influénce on the coming of any Mennon-
ito immigrants to Nebraska was of no resl significance. Thelr number

1M31vin *gingé?crish. t;'lhe Reaertions of the Russian Mennonite Ime
migrants of the 1870's to the American Frontler," Memnonite Quarteriy
Review, XXXIV, (April, 1960), 138. ’
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was very small; they were members of a’different Mennonite conference
group, end they had settled on government and homestead land in counties
other than those whers the Burlington Railroad owned the lands it was
offering for sale,

Peter Jansen's decision o purchase Burlington lands in Nebraska
in the f£all of 187% was an important ¢ne to the Burlington and Missourd.
Not only was he influentisl in the dseision of the Kleine Gemeinde Hene
nonites to purchase Barlington lands but the presenss of Peter and
Cornelius Jansen on the Burlington's Nebraska lands gave the company a
certain stature and respectability, Cornolius Jansen had been one of
the first Mennonites in Russia to advocate emigration to Amerdea, His
efforts had been so alarmingly effective that the Russisn govermment
found it necessary to exile him, That he and his family lotated én the
Burlington's Nebraska lands was a strong talking point for Burlington
agentss Peter Jansen's inteérest in settling Meéennonite immigrants in
Nebraska mlso proved beneficial to the Burlingtons Many of the Jansens!
friends and relatives came to Nebraska to view the Burlington lands at
thelr suggestion, and Peter Jmsen served Touzalin well a8 an oceasional
interpretor in contract negotiations with the Menmonites snd in meoting
ineoming immigrants in New York. The Burlinpgton offleials were wise
in providing the Jansems with free railroad passes and in fulfilling
their contract obligations so that the Jansens continued to boost Ne-
braska as a desirable place of settlement for Mennonite immigrants,

But, had it not been for the Burlingten's promoticnal efforts,
éven the Jansens would probably not have settled in Nebraska. Even bee
fore Touzalin became land agent 3n 1874 the Burlington end Missouri had
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been inviting Memmonites to gettle an its lands and extending ¢o them
genaral propositionse Such gemeral propositions; however, though reo-
flecting the Burlington's interest in securing Memnonite settlers,.
wers unlikely to have the desired results:: It was the personal con-
tast of Touzalin and other land agents with the Mennonites vhioh proved
far more offectual; It seems gpparent that one of the chief reasons
that the Burlington Railroad secured Mennonite settlers for its lands
was that it actively and pewsonally sought them and was not content o
await their arrival as a result of genersl advertising. Burlingten
advertisemsnts appeared in Mérmonite papers and perdodieals, Thé ad-
vertisements themselves were nsually not of a general nature bub free
quently ealled attention to the Memmonito volonies already established
on the Burlington's Nebraska lands, inviting prospective settlers to
contact the Mennonite colonists for further informations Burlington
agents in New York made every effort to supply all the Mennonite ime
migrante with Burlington advertising materisls and to divert them to
Nebraska if at all possible; The free accommodations the Burlington
provided for the Mennonite immigrants enabled many of them to view the
Rebraska lands even when they wore uneertain if they intended to sete
tle there permanemtly. The free housing in Iincoln the Burlington pro-
vided for over one thousand Mennonites for over three woeks in 1874
testified to the peal with which the Burlington Railroad sought Mene
nonite settlers for its lands, Finally, the liberal terms the Bur-
lington gave the Memmonites for e¢ash and eredit purchases-emore liberal
than those it was offering other settlers according to its stated come
pany policiese«further evidenced their specific attempts to procure
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the Memnenites as settlaers,

The Burlington snd Missouri did not, of eourse; concentrate only
¢n securing Mennonltes #3 settlers on its landg, Its agents endeavored
to colonize persens of other ethrie and religiouns backgrounds as well,.
Bat, for Touzalin and othér Burlinghton officisls, the Memnenites repe
rosented the best settlers that conld be secured, In 1878, with several
hectic years of colonization activilties alveady behind him, Touzalin
wote the Burlington Vice-President, Charles ¥. Perkins, to report en
theé various settlers,

Thé Russo-German popwlation inm the Southern portion of

Russia consisty of over one million people, -They belong

to five sects, ranking in puint of agriewltural worth

a8 woll ns wealth in the following order: Memmonltes,

Lutherans, Baptists, Catholicss The first two classes

are especially a people possessing in a high degree

the charasteristics of industry, frugality, and tome

porance, end rank among the best Larmers in the world,

No.better people in the world eould be found for ntie

lizing every aora of land in ‘the various districts

vhich they mey settlo, and wherever they may go, a

dense population, producing a‘_larée export surplus will

bo the results of their locatiomn,

In the letter, Touzalin averred that the Burlington had already sete
tled approximately thres thousand Russian settlers on its lands tho
wore in a "eontented and prospercus condition partly from the aid
given them by the tompany; but chiefly through their own endedavorsy
and are giving us active cooperation in securing their twethren in
Russia.® Frequently coming with few balongings and 1ittle eapital,
the immigrant baginnings in Nebraska were often marked Ly severa. harde.

24, B, Tousslin to Cherles E, Perkins, Jme 17, 1678, Burline.
m_Cogectﬁ.Gn-
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ships: To ease such initial difficulties, Touzalin proposed t6 Pere
kins that the Burlington adopt general policy measures which would at
the same time insure that a large portion of the desired settlers
wuld c¢hoose the Burlington lands. Tougalin urged that the Burling.
ton continue its advertising campaign to bring Nebraska to the Smmie
grants! attention, provide special xates and terms on large land areas,
make loans available for the purchase of livestook and farming ime
pleménts, attempt to secure the lowesh possible rates of fare by ocean
and railroad from Russia t6 Chicago, transport the immigrants' live.
stock, lumber, and agricultural implements from the Eaat to Nebraska
at the lowest possible rates, and transport the immigrants to Nebraska
as cheaply as possible. Touzalin informed Perkins that many of those
policies wore slready being implemented amd reiterated the basic Bure
1ington policy of furthering ths future traffie interssts by establishe
ing prosperous communities rather than attempting to earn large profits
through land sales,’ That poliey was borne eut by Touzalin's transe
actions with the Memnonites, If the Alexanderwohl group agreed to ree
main in Nebraska, Touzalin was prepaved to give them frse land. He
aerranged to have free wells dug so that the immigrant farmers would have
a better start, He refunded all the fares seven Menmmonite families paid
on the Burlington in 1875 shen they joined the Kleine Gemeinde settles
nment even though they purchased no land themselves,

The Burlington officials wore well aware that they had not been

A A: E, Touzalin to Charles E, Perkins, June 17, 1878, - g
ton Collection, - ¢ 7, 1878, Burling:
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as suceessful in ¢olonizing Mennonites as they had hoped, but they
wore well satisfied with those settlers they had secured. Professor
James D, Butler, in a pamphlet explaining how the Mernmonites utilized
prairie grass for fuel, concluded that of a1l the Mermonite immi-
grants "the best class have made their homes in Nebraska, and in that
State are to be found the most prosperous Mldnles’.“i" Thus, the early
realization by Burlington officials of the desirability of securing
Mennonite settlers, the carefully plammed and exocuted advertising
campaign directed specifically ¢o them, the willingness to change state
laws AT necessary te provide more sppealing conditions, the extremely
1iberal financial terms offered, snd the great ability of Tousalin all
contributed to the Burlington's suceess in settling some Mennonite
imnigrants on its lands,

The committes of twelve in 1873 and the delegation of 1875 noted
that the Union Pacific Railroad Cempany possessed much high quality land
in Nebraska shich they wereé prepared to sell at reduced prices, Though
the reductions were not as generous as those offered by the Burlington,
it 15 unlikely that that was the sole reason why thé Burlington se
oured Memmonite settlers snd the Union Pacifie did not, The Union Pa.
eific also advertised its lands in German pamphlets and brochures,”
tut they wore of a general nature and the Unlon Pacific did nhet make
any really concentrated attempts to interest Memnonite settlers in its

James Davie Butler, Chesn Fuel for the Prairies (pamphlet probably
sritten 4n the late 1870's, located in the Library of Congreds, Washe
4ngton Ds C.y photostat copy in the Bethel College Historical Litrary).

SAnonymous. Land-Bach der Union Pacifie Eisenbahn.lindereien,
1874, Union Pacific promotional brochure, located in the Bethel College
Historical Library.
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lands wntil the sumer of 1875, By then it was too lateé as most of the
incoming immigrants were determined to lovate whers thelr friends and
velatives had alveady setiledi. The failure of the Union Pacifie to
attract Mermonlte settlers for itg Nebraska lands vhile the Burlington
was enjoying 2 modicum of success further attests to the infinence of
the Burlington on the coming of the Menmonites to Nebrasica,

The depth of the Nebraska water level handicapped the Burlingten
Railroad 4n its efforts to conclude contracts with Mennonite immigrants,
Though the free wells which the Burlington provided for the first sote
$lars dissuaded their fears, at least one large group of potential
gottlers turned boward Kansas because they feared the expenses of deep
wolls, The expense entailed in drilling a well was an important factor
for the 187% immigrant to consider, but those vho remained and purchased
Nebraska lands found such an ample water supply that today nearly all
the Ménnonite farms in the Henderson area are irrigated from an gppare
ently inexhaustible water supplms

In rotrospect it i5 slso interesting that the Nebraska Mennonites
succeeded in structuring closed homogeneous commmnities even though the
United States Congress rever responded o the Marmonite memoriais and
petitions with legislation providing the large blocks of land the Mene
nonites desived, In Jefferson County the Burlington sold the Memnonites
the large block of 1and it had appropriated bsyond the normal twenty
mile land grant limit and the effectiveness of the Mermonites in es.

6A. W. Friesen, personal interview with the anthdr in Benderson.
Nebraska, June 19; 1962,
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tablishing a relatively closed commmity tan be inferred from the
Beatrles Exnress refevencs to their colony 48 "The Russian Settlement,"’
and the loeal use of the term, "Russisn Lane," In York and Homilton
Counties the Mennonltes gradually purchassed their neighbors! lands
until they established the solidly Mermonite éommmity presently ex-
isting,

It was coincidental that the Mennonite migration from Russia
ocourred at the same time that the western land grant railroads wore
80 actively seeking immigrant setilers for their lands. The Mennonite
irmigrants left Russia primarily because their religious freedoms wers
jeopardiged, They oame to the United Statos seeking locations vhere
théy would be assured of practieing their religious beliefs, of ese
tablishing closed commmities if at 11 possible, and of setiling on
fertile lands, The locations they ultimately chose within the western
states of Ameriea were determined in large measure by the western raile
roads, The Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Company of Nebraska
wag aware of the Memnonits migration from the first, Espeeially bee
tause of its chief land ageént, A. E, Tougalin, the Burlington ene
vigioned the benefits of colonizing the Mermonits immigrants on its
londs, and actively sought and won & sizeable number as settlers,

e Bentrice Express, February 3, 1876.
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