AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION OF DENMARK
DURING THE GERMAN OCCUPATION
1940 - 1945

by
Sigurd Rambusch
A+B., Aarhus University, Denmark; 1953

Submitted to the Department of
History and the Faculty of the
Graduate School of the University
of Kansas in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the de~
gree of Master of Arts.

Redacted Signature

Instructor in charge

Redacted Signature

May, 1957 For the department



TO

WY PARTIILS



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

At the end.af»my two years at'tne University of XKansas as
8 Fulbright exchange student from Denmark, I wouhd like to ex-
press my gratitu&evto the University of Kansas in general, and
to the ﬁepartmeﬁt of History in particular, for two unforget-
table years rich in scholarly and human'exPerience@

I am deeply'inéebt@d to my thesis aﬁviser; Professor Thomas
M, Gale; for'stimnlating ideas and useful suggastien&; Profes~
sor Gaié was an aver~raaéy adviser and patiently eradicated
many Daﬁisms from myytext,.

mr. C., H. W, Hasselriis, Director of the‘Dsnishlinfarmatiah

Office in New York City, has followed the progress of my work
through the 1ast year and a half, MNr, Haqselriis* profound
knowleﬁga of American pnblia npinian 0f Denmark during the war,
and hig‘pwn role.ln torming it, made him.the central person in
my 3£dry‘ 1 want toiGXprésq my gratitude to Mr, Haqseiriis
for giving ma free access to the archives in his ofrice, for
aiding me, especially by granting me an interview; and for make
ing the threa weeks I did research in his office so pleasanbt.,

| Thévmen:aﬁa women of the war-time Danish 1nformation.ser«
vices, and of the Danisnoﬁmariean orgénizatians; were very co-
ogerativef With Mr. Eal Winkelhorn, banking executive of New
York City, and Mr, Kal thansen, the Danish press attaché’inv
New'Yofk City, I hadJinterviews far*ﬁhicn I am very graterdl;

| Mr, John Hansen, manufacturer of Davenport; Iowa; and Mrs,

Signe Toksvig, authoress of Virum, Denmark, wrote very infor-



ii

mative letters to me, for which I want to thank them.

A promising aorrespon&enca was interrupted when the great
‘ﬁaniabwﬁmerican‘actor; Jean Hexshélt, dled in February, 1956.
Rev, P, C, Jensen of Blair, Nebraska; statistician and his-
torian of the United Evangelical Lutheren Church, and Rev, Al-
fre@ anaan, D, D,, of Qes ﬁoines,\lgwa,‘preaident of the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church provided me with informa-
tion about their churches,

A notice in the Danish-American press asked readers tosend
to me what racollectiuns an&.elippings_they might have concern-
ing my topic. The following five persons segt me newspayér
clippings for which I want to thenk them: Mr, John Jacobsen of
Salinas, California; Rev., P, C. Jensen of Blair, Nebraska; Nrs.
Helga Larsen of North Hcl;ywﬁa&, California; Mr, O, Rostgaard
of Detroit, Michigan; ilrs, ElIEﬂQSimopsén of San Francisco,

For special informaﬁioﬁ oﬁ various pcinta,'l owe thanks to
the Amﬁticah~$canainavian Foundation of New York City for pro-
viding me With”the annual;reparts'of ﬁhe‘FQundatian during the
war, anﬁ to Mr, Peter Brison of New York City for sending me
information from the New York Eﬁg@g,mérgue Tile,

Tée W@#SOn Lirery of ﬁuaﬁniversiﬁy of Kansas spent caneiamA
erable sums in providing the books and microfilms that I needed,
My best thanks to tbe librarians of the Referenca Desk; Misa
Joyce Mcleod and ¥r., Reild Harrsch who were particularly helpful,

Last, but not leasy, my thanks go to that untiringly con-
st:uctive eritic of my spoken end written English, my uncle,

Mr, Edward A, Rambusch of Herrison, New York,



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER PAGE
I » INTRODUCTIONQ . * - » L ] L] L] - L} L L] » . L] . L] l
II. WHAT REALLY HAPPENED IN DENMARK
1914-0-191&5».-.-'.'.;‘-u{.’.'-.g... 8
III. DANISH-AMERICAN INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZA=~
TIONS DURING THE WAR . « & o %‘4‘4-’ e s s 0 29
A. American knowledge of Denmark through |
Danish settlers and directly from Den-
markogp,t'-tuﬁ'pooyod.&te 29
B. The Danish Minister, Henrik de Kauff- |
mann, and his relation to the Ameri-
can governmentn « s & » L N 37
Ce The pro-Denmark organizations after
April 9, 1940; creation, program,
and WOoTKs o + o ¢ ¢ & ¢ 4 o s 0 o o 0 o« L2
IV. AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION OF DENMARK FROM
APRIL, 1940 TO JANUARY 1942 v ¢« « v v o o o o 57
V. AMERICAN FUBLIC OPINION OF DENMARK FROM
JANUARY, 1942 TO SEPTEMBER, 1943. « +
VI. AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINIOCN OF DENMARK FROM
SEPTEMBER, 1943 TO MAY, 1945¢ o o o » o « « o 112
VII. GONCLUSIONS L] .o @ ¥ e 8 % ¥ ¢ .0 « . »a ¢ & » 131

BIBLIOGRAPHY. « o o « « o o ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o o o o 140

86

.
*
-



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this thesis is to study American public
opinion of Dénmark durihg the German occupation from April 9,
1940, to May 5, 1945; however, a few wafds about the sources
and the methods of the writer may be appropriate,

Historical studies of public apinion in modern times are
based on research in the means of mass communication, Radio,
television, films, newspapers, periodicals, and books reflect
public opinion. What really stirs the public will sooner 6r
later be discussed in one or several'cf these means of mass
communication.

Why is it assumed that the man-in-the-street holds the
same opinions as the books and papers he feads,vqr the films
he sees? The belief that the producers of these usually want
to confirm people's opinioﬁs is not enough‘ef ah exp1anation¢
luch more important is the fact‘that mass conmunication pro=-
vides the basis of public cpini&n, for it furnishes the com=-
mon man with his knowledge of facts and with his opinions.

Thomas A. Bailey's excellent The Man in the Streett

throws light on many problems concefning the creaticﬁ of pub-
lic opinion and its influence on polities, particularly for=-

eign policy.~vBailey'repcrts a national survey from‘l?hh

1. (N.Y.: Macmillan, 1948), p. 305.
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showing that nine out of ten editors regarded the leaﬁingvof
public opinion as their chief function: Most probably, how-
ever, it is the editér, who is being led by his readers, ad-
veréiseps, and stackhélderg, thus Bailey is able ﬁafconciude’
that: "withih braéd limitvs tharﬁewgpaper must reflect the
preailections.an@ prejudices of its subscribers."?

Newspapers are Ao‘doqbt‘mere influential than the other
means of communiéatibn in forming the opinions of the masses,
Bailey wribes;,ﬁThe thoﬁaandftongued newspapar press is a mon-
ster with treﬁendous power. ' It has long giveé”us the bulk of
our information about theveutside world, and this is a fright-
ening PGSpOHSibiiitya Without sound information there can be
no sound public opinion,Aand without sound gubiic opinion
there can be no intelligent foreign pelicy§“3 ‘ |

For this study thé foliowing newspapers have been searched
systematically from Rpril 1, 1940, through May 5, 19#5;

1;;The New York Times, the internationally oriented famous

'metrOpolitan paper, usually liberal, is always trust=-

worthy when reporting foraigm newa;: The gggggi‘index

gives complete coverage of the subjects reported by the
papaf, and therefore the Times figures in more histori-

cal studies than any other paper., Politically the Times

2. Ibid.
3. Ibid., p. 304.
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was independent Democraﬁic; during the war it,wés inter-
ventionist, In 1940 therzggggﬁ daily circulation'was
"L7h,277, while thée Sunday ciﬁculétion amounted tdf.
788,997 -

2. The Chicago Tribune was under the editorship‘of Colonel
Robert R. McCarmick; whose apiniona, bftéh”extréme,‘are
found infhis-papera The Tribﬁne termed itself inde~
pendentg but cénsistently;supported thafmoét conéetvae
tive causes. Bﬁring the war it supported Lindbé%gh's"
America First organization and was isclationist}~ The
Tribune's‘dailyvcirculatiohvin 1940 was 703;922; whiie'
Sunday ciréuiation was 1,134,019,

3. The Los Angeléa giggg,wés‘independenﬁ Republican and
generally suppprtéd Republican policies. Although the
Los Angeles Times considered the Pacific front the most
important one in World War II, it was favorable to the
YEuTOpean-Alliés and reported extensively from the Euro-
pean front. Its circulation was 219,341 daily; 357,459
'Suﬁday copiea, Because of difficulties in'proviaing
microfilm of the Los Angeles Qgggg;‘ﬁhis paper has been
covered only through February 7, 1943; |

s The Atlanta, Georgia, Conétitutibn, a Democratic paper,

L+ The circulation and the political stands of the New York
Times and the following five newspapers were found in
Ne W; Ayer & Son's Directory of Newspapers and Periodi~
cals, (Philadelphia: N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., 19L0).
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was for all aspects of Rooseveltt!s foreign policy. The

Constitution had a airculation~6f'95,52k daily, 1@2,805

‘Sunday copies,
5‘,The meorla, Kansaa, Gazette, independent Republlcan,

was a small town paper of national ranown thanks to its
editor, the eminent jaurnalist %1lliam Allen White.A'
White's war time sympathies are expreased by his pre-
sidency cf The Committee to Dafend ﬁmerica by Aiding
the ﬁllies from its founding in the summer of 1940 until
his death in January, 19@&. The Gazettels dally circu-
lation was 7,250 copies. | | |

6. The Lawrence Dailv Journal~%orld, Republican, ccvered

~ a small Kansas community with which the_author is
familiar. It was a cleverly edited 1ittlé_papef'with
isolationist conviction. Daily circulation was 5,351,

It is hoped that this selection is as réepresentative of
the American press as a selection of six papers can be. They
represent important regions of the country and the most éutyv
standing political viewpoints. Two papers were selected from
one state in order to find out Whebhgr there was divergence
of opinion in this limiteﬁ area, The a@éwer was negative,
Kansas waévchosen for this demonstrationvbacause it is most
familiar to the writer.

‘While studying these newépapers, the writer came tol,

attach éreat importance to their headlines, realizing that
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many readers never get beyond them. The wire servicé ébory
- itself can be found identically in other papers, the head-'
lines 1ndicate the opinions of the paper. Also the place
whera'the subject in questlon has been placed is importangg
is it on the front page or on page thirtyntwa? Is it cn‘ihe
editorial page or on the back ‘page? Spaclal attentlcn was
paid to editorials and letters to the editor.

| Periodicals cantain.aéticles with verified ﬁewsAandl‘
better‘fouhdeé 0pinions.thankthe day-by-day neWsyagerg;g*All )
the articleé}concerning Dgnmarknlist@& in the“standafd bib~

liography A Reader's Guide to‘Periddical Liﬁérature»Were ex=

amined. s Twentyufive American pe”iaéicals had 86 articles
about Denmark; 1eading were Newsweek with 16, Naticn w1th 11,
Time with 8, Current History with 7, New Republic with 5,
and Life with 4 articles. |

A'notice‘in the Danish-American newspapers about the
proaect asked their readers to send to the writer what they
might have of recollections and newspaper: clippxngs con=
cerning his topic, Five persons responded, thus expanding
the range of newspapers and periodicals.

The few books about Denmark published during the war
have all been studied. The preserved manuscripts of the radio

broadcasts sponsored by the Danish-~American organizations have

5. (N.Y.: He W, Wilson Company, vol, 12, 1941, vol. 13, 1953,
vol, 1k, 1945)



been included in the research,

' The activities of the various ﬁaniéh—&méfican gocdqwill
and informaﬁion services have been covered, partly by re- ’k
seafch 1n‘their'archives, partly by interviewavand éobreufd
Spondence with the leading men in this'ﬁefk» Mr@ C. H. &.
Hasselriis, head of the war-time organization Frmends of Den=
mark has been mentioned already under "Acknewledgements,

- In the archives of his offica, now the Danlsh Infermatlcn
Office in New York City, much valuable information was found,
Interviews were hud not cnly with.er Hasselriis, but also -
with the authorass‘ﬁrs. Signe Taksvig, now livxng in Benmark,
Mr. John Hansen of Davenport, Iowa, and Mr. Kai Winkelhern,
New York City, all of whom were prominent in the informa-
tion work,

The Danish-imerican church synods have been asked for
information about their status and activiti&s(in 19&0. Rev,
P, C. Jensen, Blair, Nebraska, sbatistician'aﬁd,hiStorian of
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church and Rev;'klfred»ﬁénsen,
Do D., President of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Des Moineé; Iowa, provided the writer with such information.

Regarding the illegal news exchange from Denmark via
Sweden to:Great Britain and the United States, theAwfiter
has his knowledge from standard historical wofks and in‘addi-
tion he had an interview with one of its leading men, Mri
Kai thansen, at present the Danish press attach5w1n4Néw

York City,
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As every student of public opinion knows, the public's
concePt of the facts may be widaly differ@nt from the actual
facts. For the orlentation of the reader the followin” chap-‘
ter gives a short survey of what really happened in Eenmark,
ending with a note about haw the news got through the Genman
censorahip to the free world.

The third chapter describes the view of Denmark held hy
the American public in 1940. A survey of Danish eentribu~
tions to American developmanﬁ and of the aebivibmes and insti«
tutions of Danlsh*ﬁmericaﬂs in 1940 is inuluded. The dis-
ruption of normal rclatians with Denmark callad forth smveral
information and good»will organiaaticns sponsored by Eanish~
americans and friends of Denmark. The activities of these
organigzations have been considered along with the‘pcsition
of the official Danish representative in the United States,
Minister Henrik de Kauffmann,

Amarican publnc opinion of Denmark dur;ng World War II
seems to have developed in three stages; it i& therefore de-
scribed in three chapters in chronological sequence.,

The writer, belng a Dane, r@alizes the importance of a
good American opinion of Denmark and wants it to be as good
as possible. He hasg, however, made an honest attempt at
deséribing the American opinion of his cenntry during the
Second World War as it really was <« be that good or bad.

The reader may decide whether the writer has been successful
in this attempts



CHAPTER IT
WHAT REALLY HAPPENED IN DENMARK 1940-1945

Denmark's geographical position next to (Qermany and at
the entrance of the Baltie has affected‘her foreign policy
as far back as history has been written. ﬁenmarkkfcughb with
Sweden for centuries over the domination of the Baltic; when
that contest was about ended in Sweden's favor at the be-
ginning of the eighteenth century, two new contestants
arose, Prussia and Russia.

By the middle of the nineteenth century, Pfussia was
becoming the leading power in this part of Europe. Denmark
became the first viectim of Bismarck's policy to unite and ex-
pand Germany through "blood and iron." The war Qf 1864 be=
tween Denmark and the great powers Austria and Pruésia ended
in Denmark's military defeat and the surrender of her two
Southern provinces, Schleswig and Eblstein, the former one
having a heavy Danish population in its northern half.
Prussia continued her successes, In 1866 Austria was beaten,
and aftef the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-1871, Germany re=-
placed France as the leading power on the continent.

Denmark's foreign policy after 1864 had to be one of

neutrality.l Her trade turned west - mainly to England -

1. The major source of information for the first part of this
chapter is: John Danstrup, A History of Demmark (Copen-
hagen: Wivel, 2nd ed., 19477, p. L20-1067
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and the sympathies of the people went in the same direction;
Denmark's foreign policy, however, could nevér be in conflict
with her strong neighbor, Gérmany, Thus Denmark in 1870 ré~
jected a French offer of an alliance in the war with Prussia,
and in 1914 she steered clear of the World War by laying
mines in the belts and the Sound, so that the Allied Ships
could not get to the Baltic, and German ships had to use the
Kiel Canal for traffic between the two seas, The main reason
for the success of this step was, of course, that the Allied
interest in the Baltic‘never was great.

The Peace of Versailles gave the people of Schleswig a
plebiscite to indicate their future nationality.  The result
was that the northern half - about as many as had in 1864
been Danish - voted for Demmark, Although there still re-
mained some Danesvsouth of the border and seme;‘though fewer,
Germans north of it, all major points of conflict were eli-
minated between Denmark and Germany during the Weimar Consti-
tution,

Dermark's military policy since 1864 has followed her
foreign policy. For a generation segments of the population,
hoping for a war of revenge, and those fearing another German
attack, were influential and brought about the fortification
of Copenhagen, this being the only place in the country that
could be defended, even temporarily, until help arrived from

friendly countries.
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Before, and especially after, the First Morld,%argythe
futility of any Danish military preparedness - being devoid
of Allies as the country was - became obvious to most of the
people, With faith in the League of Nations' ability to
prevent wars, the Danish Parliament in 1922 cut the country's
military force radically., Under the inflﬁehce of the world
depression a further reduction was made in 1932, and in‘erder
not to offend the irritable Nazi regime the Army Act of 1937
reduced the militafy still more, For instance, the volun-
tary defense corpses were dissolved,?
~ Substantial reduction in military expense made easier
Denmark's remarkablé progress after 186), the defeat of this
year spurring efforts for compensation. Economically the
country developed its agriculture to its famous high level,
and an industry grew up that by 1930 occupied more hands
than did agriculture. The Danes came to be one of the
wealthiest people in the world. Socially the social-liberal
welfare state with social Justice and securitf reached a
high degree of development. Cultural life prospered. The
educational system, especially adult education in the folk
high schools, was often an inspiration to foreign countries.

The arts and sciences fared well; the Danes bought

2. Vilhelm la Cour, ed., Danmark under Besaettelsen (Copen-
hagen: Westermann, 1945}, For the legislation of 1922,
see i %g, that of 1932, pp. 27-29, and that of 1937,
pp. 38-39. |
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proportionately more books than any other people, and their
public health was unéqualled.

The ascendence of Hitler in 1933 presented several dan~.
gers to Denmark where his frontier revisions and threats of
revenge created fear just as in most other European statgs;’
The trade between Denmark and Germany was;extensiVQ,nand}Hit»
ler’wanted‘ta be on‘good terms with this neighbor, so he
offered Denmark a non-aggression treaty which was concluded
on May i, 1939.3 Norway, Sweden, and Finland rejected a
similar offer., Their position was different, Theirlge@gra-
phy allowed & long resistance until help ccould arrive. Win-
ston Churchill expressed the diffarence in an interview Feb
ruary 2, 1940, with‘Scandinavian repcrtersi "I have nothing
to reproach Denmark for. The others (iaeasﬂerwgy:and Sweden}
have a ditch across which they can feed the tiger, but Den-
mark is sorterribly'clése to Germany that it would be impéssi-
ble to bring aid. I at least would not undertake to guaran-
tee Denmark,"k |

The outbreak of war in September, 1939, did not. change
this situation. Poland,; although joined by England and
France, was goon conquered by Germany. Soon military acti-

vities boiled down to "the phony war" on the Western Front.

36 Ibidt, PP 56"57.

L. Quoted, with references, in Joergen Haestrup, Kontakt med
England 1940-1943 (Copenhagen: Thaning & Appel, 195L),
P gg% and, in BEnglish translation, in John Danstrup,
Pe . ' '
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What would be the next German step? Danish political leaders
knew that they could exyectwﬁo help in the event of a German‘
attack. Denmark declared herself‘neutral‘and-hoped to avoid

being drawn into the maelstrom.

| The invasion 0f'§enﬁark and'Narway"on April 9, 1940,‘
came as a shock to the rest of the world as well as to these
two p90p188¢5 The diplamatic war between the Allias and Ger~
many concerning the transparh of Swedish iron ore from Nor~
wegian ports to Germany had drawn attentian to the area"}
Great Britain had protested to Norway and Sweden, and on
April T the British mined Norwegian waters tc 1mpeda thia |
traffic so vital to Germany.6 We kncw that the Britiah ‘had
planned’ to invade Norway on one of the days april 8, 95 or
10.7 They were late, but they won the rale ag the friend of
the two countries. Norway's Atlantic ports and the Swedisﬁ _
iron ore she éxporbed were principal abjectivésrin anyiaccue
pation cf"ﬁarway; and the possession of Denmark as a con=-
necting link was an imperative écrpilary.

In the early morning of April 9,€German'trocps crossed

the Danish border; at the same time troops were landed in

S Covering, in general, the occupation: Ibid., pp. 167-90;
and Vilhelm la Cour, pp. 127«9%.

6+ Ibid., p. 202.

7 Walther Hubatsch, Die deutsche Besetzung von Daenemark und
Norwegen 1940 (GoettIingen: fusterschmidt, 1952), pe 258
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four strategic places on the island$, and while the city
slept the gavernmental and miiitary establishments of Copen-
hagen were conguered.

The Danish afmy, which at the outbreak of the war had
amounted to 36,200 troops, had been gradually reduced to about
14,000 of which only half were fully trained. The ‘reason was
fear of offending the Germans. For the same reason the sol-
diers had not been allowed to make any defensivéiéreparatioaéﬁ

In southern Jutland three g&rrisons‘turnéd 6ut_fdr combat,
Their conduct was perfect, but they did 1itt1é fighting“before
they were ordered to cease fire. In Copenhagen the king's
‘guard fought in front of the reyal palace until 6 00 Beme,
when the king ordered them to stop; the actual shooting lasted
twenty minutes. All of the Gefman operations Wéfe cdovered by
fleets of airplanes, but no bambs,werekdrOpped.g The scanty
Danish forces were ready to fight, and whenever they got the .
chance they did all that could be expectéd from them, Their
total loss was sixteen dead and twenty-three wounded, 10

The reéoluticn to stop fighting gnd‘accépt the German
terms was made by the king and his cabinet in the early

8. Boerge Outze, ed. Denmark during the German Occupation
wopenhagen London, Chicago: Scandinavian Publisnlng Com=
pany, 1946}, p. k. |

90 Ibido, pp. 19"209

10, Frit Danmark*s Hvidbog (Copenhagen: Thaning & Appel,
1945-19407 , II, L7k ’
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morning of April 9.11 The Germans maintained that they had
come to Denmark as friends ta/prevent an impending British
invasion. They promised to interfere as little as possible
with internal Danish affairs, and to respect the civil li-
berties of the Danes. Kind Christian X and the Prime Mini-
ster,/Thorvald Stauning, issued a joint p#oclamation to the
people explaining that the occupation was unavoidable and ad-

monishing everybody to do his duty and to keep quiet,

Beyond the narrow field of maintaining peace and order,
further cooperation between the Danish government and the
Wehrmacht soon became necessary. FEurope was blockaded and
isolated from world markets, so the countries under Gefmén
domination developed closer commercial relations., The secu~
rity of the German military units necessitated some secrecy
as to their affairs, hence followed limitations of free
speech and movement of the Danes., Denmark's foreign policy
had to be coordinated with that of Germany. Hitler*é plan
was to make Denmark, which racially was so close to Germany,
his "model protectorate” to prove the blessings of German
friendship. So the German policy was lenient and tolerant dur-
ing 1940, and there was practically no friction. In this res-
pect bDenmark stands in glargng, unfavorable contrast to Nor-

way, where the military resistance by Norwegian, British, and

11. Ibid., pp. 19-20.
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French fo?ces went on for two,mcnths“and was followed by an
- increasingly active resistance movement. |
The Danish government, which since 1929 had been held by
a leftist coalition of the big Social Democratic Party and
the little Social Liberal Party, was joined on ﬁpril 10 by
members of the Conservative opposition. Its program was to
get along with the Germans, so that Denmark, as far as poss1~
ble, was kept in Banish hands, and in this it had the support
of most of the population. Very few sympathized Wlth the
Nazis, the large majority just wantad to get alcng without
friction and to pursue their cwn ends,
~ As a sacrifice to those who ‘considered the government’s
neutral and anti-military polmcy r@sponsible fer the events
on April 9, a shift took place in the cabinet on July 6, 1940.
The foreign minister since 1929, Dr. P. Munch, was substituted
by Erik Scaveniué (1877~ ), who also was a Sociél'Liberal.
Scavenius had been foreign minister 1969~lgl0 and 1913-1920
and was a skilled diplomat and politician; he was of noble
birth, and his character was self-confident and proud‘l2
Scavenius! position was not easy. He was not pro«German
- he was not pro-anybody -~ but he was a hardnheaded politi~

cian who would give the Germans what had to be given in order

12, Krak's Blaa Bog (Copenhagen: Krak, 1956), p. 1381; Dansk
gio§ratisk Leksikon (Copenhagen: bchultz, 1944), Xx,
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to keep the government, the administration, and the courts in
Danish hands and to maintain a sound economy. On some occé—
sions, however, he went toQ far in meeting;thé German demandss
In his program speech of July 8, 1940, he admiringly,prai§ed-
the German victories and promised Daniﬁh cooperation in bhe‘
establishment of "Neuropa.," In Januaryg‘IQAG,,he_surrendered
ten torpedo boats to the Germans in spite of the opposition
of the king and most of the cabinet member3313 ,Séavenius‘did,
not delay as much as he might have done the,act,outlawing»tha‘
Communists, 14 and with-reservation$ Qf'little significance he
made Denmark Jjoin the hntzwﬂomintern Pact in ﬁovember, 1941.
Scavenius! policy on these points was farced by the Garmans,
but it was widely regretted by the clti?ens.l5

The high point of Scavenius' cooperation policy was the
election in March, 1943, the only free election in occupied
Europe. Its result was a resounding victory fér democracy:
89% % of the voters turned out, and 96% of those cast their
votes for one of the\fiﬁa'democratic parties. The Nazi party
received only 2% of the votes, although it included the Ger-
man population in Northern Schleswig and received vigorous

support from the occupation power, The Nazi votes numbered

13, Vilhelm la Cour, pps 297-298.
14. Frit Danmark's Hvidbog, I, R62ff.
15. Vilhelm la Cour, pp. 320-328.
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43,309 which was a gain of only 12,000 since the 1939 elec-
~tion's 31,032, 1Its three seats out of 149 in the lower house
of Parliament were not increased.lé‘

An estimation of Scavenius! policy must keep in mind that
on the whole he had the support of the king and the political
leaders, and it seems evident that any ather‘man‘that‘the,Ger-‘
mans would have approved, would have been meré friendly to
them. Scavenius! policy must be ﬁarmed~succé53ful in so far
és he kept Denmark in Danish hands for three years. But as
far as the self-respect of the people éné their prestige
abroad are'cancerned,’it was a failure. The 1eading authority
on the history of these years, Dr. Joergen Haestrup, believes
that Scavenius! policy failed. "Seavenins'wéards were; par-
haps, poor, but those that he had, were not utilized.7 The
present writer takes a more sympathetic #iew of Scavenius?
goals, means, and results.

. Shortly after the election of March, 1943, the ground
broke from under Scavenius' cooperation policy, because the
peoplet's spirit of resistance had been growing steadily for-
a couple of years,

As the German war machine rolled into Kolland, Belgium,
and Luxemburg on May 10, 1940, and into the Soviet Union a

year later, June 21, 1941, Hitler's real intentions grew

16. Ibid., pp. 356-358.
17. Joergen Haestrup, p. 40.
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clear, and the Danes realized that the cause of the Allies
was also their cause. The military occupatién’grew intdlef#'
able for a people that had ‘always gaverﬁed itself, and the
systematic exploitation and slow elimination o£ civil'1ibera -

“ties called forth the spirit of resistanée. Haestrup»thinks
that the real shift in the people's feelings came in 1941 =
strongly influenced by military events and the faét'that'tha~
United States and the Soviet Unien joined'thé wara13<_ 

. From the beginning the most impcbtant ways cf"axpressing'
opposition to the occupiers were these:

1. passive resistance gg'all kinds: Slow-down strikes

and ordinary strikes became a way of inflicting damage on the
German war machine. Non-coopsration and "the cold shoulder®
must also be mentioned in this connection as a sort of ésyw
chological warfare, -

2. Illegal press: For information about what happened

in Denmark and the world, for warning against persons colla=-
borating with the Germans, and for strengthening the will of
resistance, an illegal press sprang up. By the end of the
occupation there were 538 illegal dailies, weeklies, and
monthlies, and 298 books and pamphlets had been published
throughout the occupation yearss The rate of growthfof the
illegal press was amazing, as is born out by its Circulatidn

numbers:

18, Joergen Haestrup, p. 38.
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1940: 1,200 coples of dailies, weeklies and monthlies
1941: 40,000
1942: 301,000
1943: 2,600,000
1944: 10,935,000
1945: 10,131,000 (to May 5, 1945)19

3. Sabotage: At an eérly date, probably by the end of
1940, the infant resistance movement received this ultimatum
from London: either you destroy by sabotage the lines of com=-
munication and the factories serving the Germans, or we will
do it by air raids. The choice was sabotage. In groups of
usually six to ten members, the saboteurs met at night in
secret places to contribute their share to the general war
against Hitler. To an increasing dégree the factories work-
ing for the Germans were blown up, and the Germans could never
be sure how long a time it would take to get troops and milie
tary supplies through little Denmark.

King Christian X assumed in these war years a role quite
different from the one he usually occupied as a constitu-
tional monarch. King Christian, who had been on the throne
since 1912; was born in 1870, so he was an old man when his
- country was overrun by the invaders. His attitude towards

the Germans was dignified and cool, yet correct.

19, Leo Buschardt et al., Besacttelsestidens illegale Blade
og Boeger (Copenhagen: Dansk bibliogratisk Kontor, 195k).
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Typical of this attitude was his. answer to Hitler's con=
~ gratulatory telegram on the foyal.birthday; Septeﬁber 26;1
1942, fIt was extremely brief, QMeineanesben Dank,’Christian'
rex"<0. - and Hitler was furious! A political crisis fol-
lowed, under which the Danish minister in Berlin‘was dis~
missed; and. the, German minister in copenhagen was recalled.
A stricter policy in Denmark followed. Not until the king
had assured the touchy dictator that no offense had~§e@ﬁ.in~
tended, indeed the answer was just like the Danish kings!
replies had always been, did Hitler célm down.?l One result
of the "telegram crisis" was that Scavenius became Prime Mini-
- ster on German insistence. He kept his position as Foreign
Minister.

Around the king were concentrated all the national
feelings that were otherwise hamelesé,because‘of the question~
able cooperation policy. King Christian's tra&itianal horse-
back rides in the morning through his capital ncw became a
dear sight to the Danes. The old monarch was met by his sup=
pressed people with a love close to idolatry:

By mid-summer 1943, the relations between the German
occupationtforce and the Danish people reached the breaking

point. Spurred on by the Allled vi&tories, thé saboteurs

20, "My hearty thanks, Christian Rex."
21, Vilhelm la Cour, pp. 247-248.
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inecreased their‘activities, and the population was behind’them,
so that the Germans could nothseize,them. ,Large strikes an& |
stregtifighting flared up in the big provincial cities in
July, and soon the commotion reached that seed bed of resise
tance, Copenhagen. On August 28,’19&3,i€he Germans handed
Prime and Woreign.Miniéter Scavanius the following‘ulﬁimatum:

The Danish government shall éeclare, with immedliate
effect, a state of emergency in the entire country,
This state of - emergency shall include the following
provisions:
1) Prohibition of public gatherings exceeding
five persons,

- 2) Prohibition of strikes and any kind of
financial support to strikers,

3) Prohibition of any gatherings, whether indoor
or outdoor. Curfew to be imposed from 8:30 p.m.
to 5:30 a.me ++.411 firearms and explosives, not
already seized, to be delivered up before the
lst of September, 1943,

L) Prohibition of any annoyance to Danish citizens
owing to cooperation with...the Germans,

)} Censorship of the press...,

) Setting up of Danish prampt~warking, special trie
bunals for dealing with infringements of decrees
issued for the maintenance of public order and
safety. Such cases of infringement to suffer the
severest punishments...3abotage and any incitement
thereto, attacks on units of the Wehrmacht or on
single members thereof, possession of firearms or
explosives after September 1 19%%, shall be im-
mediately punishable by death cos

O

These radical demands would have meant a death blow to
what was left of Danish'independence. They could not be ace
cepted; and a united cabiﬁet stood behind the refusal. The
German answer was to dismiss the governmenﬁ‘an& take every-

thing that had been denied them and a good deal more. The

22.. Boerge Outze, pp. 32-33.
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government was diémissed, so from August 1, 1943, Denmark had
no government, and the adminiatrative system and all other
important functions fell under direct German control. Actu-
ally .a state of war now existed bhetween Denmark and Germaﬁy,
although a declaration of war was never issued.f | ,

The army, which since April, 1940, had been reduced and .
kept isolated in its garrisons, was rnow demobilized after |
some fighting. The navy preferred to escape to éwedéﬁ;drztc.
scuttle itself éabher than surrender its ships to the enemy. :
This act, important also in the eyes of the outside wqud,,'
had long been prepafed, and was resolutely carried out. -
During the fightinéJinqﬁhese days twenty~three séldiefs“and;f,
sailors 3;‘&3,.‘).1.":33

It ié ﬁot correct to call Denmark eampletely without
government, for in the early summer of 1943 the leaders of
the four’biggest resistance organizations had formed the
Freedom Council for coordination and intensification of re=
' sistance, The ?reedomleouncil,came to be Denmark's real
government from the snmmer(of 1943 until the liberation. It
was recognized by the Allied governments, had the loyal sup~
port of most of the population, and directed the general
policy against the Germans. |

The break with the Germans was followed by increased

terror and exploitation - "Horwegian conditions™ had come to

23+ Frit Danmark's Hvidbog II, L473. Covering, generally, the
events around August 29, 1943, Boerge Outze, pp. 32-39.
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Denmark. The Danish answer was more sabotage. Thousands of
sabotéurs were Jalled and executed;'é,lﬁh were deported té*
concentration camps in Germany, where 546 of them died.?¥
The people coopérated with the szboteurs, and the Germans,
often unable to find the “eriminals, rééerte&’to collective
punishments and the practlce of ﬁaking hostages, whlch in turn
called forth new resistance.

In October, 1943, came the most brutal attack on Danish,
ves, indeed, on humanirights‘ "All of the appfoximately 7,000
Jews in Denmark were autlawed and deportations to the anni-
hilation camps began. ‘But Denmark lived up to her repubatien
of being the European state that treated its Jews besb, a |
magnificent job of regcuing tock place, so that only L75
Jews were taken to the concentraticn camps. The efficiency
of the illegal connection with Sweden had been proved¢25

In Séﬁtember, 194k, the Danish pdlice force was im=-
prisoned, and the citizens had tb organize voluntary cdmmit;
tees for'protecticn against ordinary criminals and CGerman
soldiers, | | |

On New Year's Day, 1945, Winston Churchill sent the

following radio greeting to the resistance movement:

2L« Frit Danmark's Hv1dbog 11, k73.

5. Ibid., pp.95-105, statistics ps 2233
Aage Bertelsen, October =43 (New York: Putnam, 1954).
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To you in the Danish resistance movement, :

under the brave leadership of the Freedom Council,

I say this: Ve know what price you paid and are

paying for refusing to be tempted by Nazi blandish-

ments or cowed by Nazi threats; we know something,

about your achievements in harrying and wrecking

the German war machine which rolled across your

defenseless frontiers nearly five years ago. Ve

admire your steadfastness’ and your skill: Your

resistance is a valuable contribution to the Allied

cause and the future prosperity of a free Denmark.
Now as the enemy is near defeat and becomes

more violent we must all stand firm. We must

strengthen. our grip to hasten the end. With cool

heads and stout hearts let us march together to

the victory which will restore the ancient li-

berties of the Panish people ;26 A ‘

Denmark was spared a war of liberation. Montgomery's
Eighth Army cut acroés Northern Germany,vand.May[5,‘lQhS, the
German forces in Hollénd, North Western Germany, and Denmark
surrendered to him. Denmark was free, and soon the war in
Europe was over. Demnmark's material losses were smaller than
those of any other accupied European country, In spite’of
Denmark's official policy, her honor had been saved by the
resistance movement that had won for the country the status
of being practically an Ally.

Denmark's normal relations with the outside world were
broken on April 9, 1940. Her three dependencies in the Worth
Atlantic went different ways. The Faeroes were occupied by
the British on April 16, 1940. Iceland was occupied on May

9, 1940 by the British and a year later by the Americans; it

26, Duoted in Boerge Cutze, pp. &4-85,



formed an important station for the Atlantic convoys. The
Parliament of Iéeland immadiaﬁely took charge of the_iéland's
foreign policy, The minister to Copenhagen was racalleé and
made governor in 1941, 1In 1944 Icéland broke écmpletaly'tha
personal union with Demnmark, dating from 1918, thus b¢ching
- an independenﬁ republic. Gréenland was a&ministered.by!the
Danish legation in Washington, D.C. On April 9, 1941, one
year afﬁgr the occupation of Denmark, the Danish minister,‘
Henrik de Kauffmann, made the Greehlahd‘Dealvw1th the Ameri-
can government; Greenland was put under the protection of the
United States for the duration of the war, and ﬁmericanéases
were established there.27

| Sweden, which succeeded in staying out of the war, be-
came the way ocut to the free world‘fmf Denmark as Well»as forr
Norway. The imbortanceicf Sweden to the rssisﬁanée movements
in both countries can hardly be overastimated,  Hauntad sabo-
teurs and other refugees found a safe harbor just on the other
side of the Sound: From Sweden came arms and’materials for
the saboteurs, and here an amy of refugees was built up,
ready for thé anticipated invasion of Denmarkazg

Great Britain had an equally important role in the devel-

‘opment of Denmark during the war. From here saboteurs and

27. A summary of the Greenland Deal is given in Frit Dan-
mark's Hvidbog II, pp. 133=135,

28. Boerge Outze, pp. 66-76,
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sples were dropped by'paraChqt@s, and with them came arms and
orders for more sabotage and espionage. The'Danish'Council;”
consisting of Danes living in England, was set up in Lon&oﬁ'
in late September, 1940, It didigraat work in encouragiﬁg
and supporting the Danish resistance mevement, and in craatmng
Allied good-will for Denmarkazg apec;al Cperations Executive
(S0E), an organization to help and'lnotruct thefresisﬁance
movements all over Europs, was established in the late surmer
of 194039 The first parachutists it sent to Behmark‘landéd
in December, 1941,31 |

In May, 1942 one of the most prominent Danish polxticians,
Conservative Party leader J. Christmas Hoeller (1894;19h8);
whom the Germans had fOréeﬁ’cﬁt'of the cabinet,‘fled in.a boat
to Sweden from where he reached nngland by plano.‘”ﬁe4bécame'
the active halrman of the Danish Gouncil for the last three
yeaks of the war. To the British he explainad that the offiw
cial Denmark was not the real Denmark, and his frequent
speeches over-the BBC kindled the flame of resistance in
Denmark.3?

The Danish merchant marine rendered great services to

the Allied cause; .?he order from Copenhagen of April 9, 1940,

29, Joergen Haestrup, Do 68.
30 1bid0! P' 100

31. Ibid., p. 112-113.

32. Dansk)Biografisk Leksikon V, 231~233, Krak!'s Blaa Bog
s Pe Y32e
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to go heme or to a neutral port, was disobeyed by nearly all
the ships, as they entered the Allied carrier service.
5,~6,000 sailors served, 570 of whaﬁ gerished*33

The last thing that need be mentioned is how news fromf
Denmark reached the world, and especially how;it reached the
United States, where it became the basié of thefpublic~opine
ion that we are about to study., The Danish radio and press
soon were under German,cantrcl,.so‘what really happened~in
thése‘years’had to be told through other channels,

For one thing, illegal radio senders stérted operating.
The few persons who were allowed to travel to Sweden,actéd as
messengers for the military intelligence service and the stu-
dents' intelligence service, the two most important_news and
intelligence servic&SaA The latter had an ingenious Way of
getting papers and microfil@s over taraweden;fheésages vere
attached under a:éertain railroad car in the trains that. were
daily sénp by ship from Denmark to Sweden. In}Swedenva cone-
tact man picked them up, and they weré passed on to the Wree
Danish Press Service" in Stockholm. The news went directly
from Stockholm to the United States, or sometimes via London,
The first microfilm message, illegally smuggled from Denmark,
reached Stockholm as early as October; 1940.3% |

33. Boerge Qutze, pp. 87-89; Joergen Haestrup, "Hvem skriver
) nggkat om soefolkenes indsatse? Information; Sept. 28,
20, P .Ly. ,

34, Joergen Haestrup, pp. 73-80; Interview with Kai Johansen,
New York, N.Y., September 7, 1956.
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Foreign news reporters received their information from
the Free Danish PreasvServiqe; Among American news reporters
George Axelébn of the New York Timeg has significance in this
study, as he was very influential in forming the information
and opinion of the New York ziggg concerning Denmark, Axels-
son was born in Sweden in 1898, came to the United States in
1917 and from 1926 was a correspondent for various American
papers in Furope., In 1939 Axelsson became New York gigggf'

- correspondent in Stockholm.35

35. New York Times morgue file.



CHAPTER III |
DANISH - AMERICAN INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS
DURING THE WAR

A. American knowledge of Denmark through

Danish settlers7ana‘difectly‘from.ﬁenmark B

American opinion of European nations stemé(ffam two
sources, One is direct kncwladge of the nations through
education, organized infofmatien, travels, and business,
the other is knowledge of the nations through tﬁéirkrepw
resentatives in the United States -- the immigranhss;‘

The latter source is the less important oﬁeiyatill
there is no doubt that it is influential in forming ?ub*
lic opinion of the nation in question, We will there-
fore consider briefly the contributions of ﬁaniéh imm1~'
grants to the development of the United States, the out=-
standing individuals as well as the hundreds of thousands
of anonymous immigrants who helped to build America,

Ever since the middle bf,the seventeenth century
some Danish immigration to America has taken place, In
1650 ten percent of the inhabitants of New Amsterdam

1
(soon to become New York) were Danes. One of them was

1, Axel Sporon-Fiedler, Den danske bevaegelse i‘gg‘ .
forenede Stater i Besaettelsesaarene {Copenhiagen: NePey
s Pe Ds -




Jonas Bronck from the Faerdes, who was to give his name
to the borough of Bronx in Néw York City, having‘purn
chased this area from the Indians in 1639.2

The legend runs that the only soldier to partici~
pate in all the battles of the American Ravblution»was
General Febiger, "0ld Denmark". Chriaﬁian Feﬁiger
(1749-1796) joined the American side only tan‘days after
the battle of Lexington and Concord, fought bravely in
the battles, and served ably as organizer of the system
of food and supplies. In 1783 Fabigér was brevetted
Brigadier General by Congress for his serv1035¢3

Peter Lassen (1800-1859) was a skilled blacksmith
who came to the United States from Copenhagen in 1830.

He became an explorer and developer of the west, settllng

in Northern California in 1840, His name is attachedlto
Lassen County and Lassen Volcanic National Park in
California.h

Whereas these individuals settled at a time when

few Danes came to America, large scale immigration

2. Encyclopedia Americana (New York, Chicago: American
Corporation, 1953),4V, 582,

3+ Dictionary of American Biography . (New York: Scribe-
ner's, 19437,VI, 309; Dansk Biografisk Leksxkon
{Copenhagen: Schultz, 1933-195L), XiV, O

L}O Ibid Y XIV’ 119"’1210

30



31
started in the 1850's, increasing after the Civil War,
This comprised not only Danes but all nationalities of
northern and western Europe. It 1asted till about 1900,
and in these years an estimated 300,000 Danes made the
United States their home. After about the‘year 1890,
Danish immigration was small. Eastern and southern
Europe now provided most of the immigrants,

After the war between ﬁenmark and Prussia and
Austria in 1864, Schleswig with a large Danish pop=-
ulation was annexed by Prussia. Most of the numerous
emigrants from Schleswig were nominally and statistic-
ally German, but in loyalties and culture they were
Danish. The majority of Danes settled in the Midwest;
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, aﬁd Nebraska;»but many:went
to the Pacific Coast, and o? course the big cities like
New York and Chicago goﬁ their share.

Most of these late nineteenth-century Danish imQ ‘
migrants were sturdy farmers who contributed to the good
farming of the new land. A leéding historian of immi-
gration, professor Carl Wittka, says about these Danes:
"As the rate of illiteracy is very low in Denmark and
the people are familiar with economic and political
democracy, the Danes represent in every way aﬂdesirable
and substantial addition to the American population',

and they "enjoyed an excellent reputation for honesty
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and integrity."

Of the outstanding men we will mention only two,
Jacob A. Riis (1849-1914) was a journalist, social re=-
former, slum clearance leader in New York City, and

éuthor,of such influential books as How thayather Half

Lives (1690), The Making of an American (1901}, and

The Battle with the Slum {1902). 4As a social reformer

Riis cooperated closely with his {riend Thao&oré
Roosevelt, who celled him tthe most useful citizen in
New York." ® Gutzon Borglum (lB?lwl?kl); born to
Danish parents in Utah, became one of the greatest
Americsn sculptors. His main works are the four gi-
gantic presidents! heads in the Black Hills of South
Dakota, the head of Lincoln at Washington, DC, and the
‘Twelve Apostles in front of the Cathedral of St. John
the Divine in New York Gity.7

Danish immigrants are known to adapt themselves

easily to 4merican conditions; they have made useful

and respected citizens. These facts in combination with

their small numbers have kept tiem from forming many

5. Carl Vittke, We Who Built America (Cleveland:
 Western Reserve Universiuiy, 4759)s Ppe 293-296,
Quotation on p. 2%,

6. Dictionary of American Biography, XV, 606-608.
Dansk Blografisk Leksikon, X1X, 507-508.

7+ Encyclopedia Americana, IV, 271~2; Dictionary of
American BLOETAPNY, Lls 462«he

32
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preponderantly national communities or political
blocks like the German, Irish, Italian, and other i
migrants have done.

That the Scandinavians, together with the other
peoples of northern and weétern Europe, are\cénsidergd;
"old stock" and well liked as immigrants, was bﬁrn-ouﬁ
by the immigration laws kal931 aﬁd 1924 In"1921 thé
‘annual immigration qﬁot&s for Buropean countries wasi‘
set at three per cent of the foreign born of each naﬁv'
tionality in the United States in 1913,‘fThev1924 1a§5
changed the percentage to two per cent and made 1890 the
basis of computatipnj by this date the heavy:immigragions
from southern and eastern Europe had not yet started.

Riis in his The Making of an American describes his

own life from his birth in,a.little old town in Denmark.
through his first hard years in the United States till

he became a famous Writerfand'ref@rmer,, He never forgot
his old country, yet the book ends with the following
scene£ Riis on a visit to Denmark lies in his bed, sick
and exhausted, He is very depressé&;fﬁntil’hefsees,through
his window a ship with "the flag éf;freedem", "That moment
I knew...I knew then ﬁhat it was my flag, thét»my‘child;.
ren's home was mineé indeed that I'also~hé&l%5céﬁe°ah'

American in trﬁth.“

8. Carl Wittke, p. 516
9. (New York: Grosset and Dunlap, 1906), pp. 442-3



The most imporﬁanh Danish organizations and insti-
tutions must be membtioned here. The churches are very .
important, The two Danish synods the United ﬁvangalia}
cal Church and the American Evangelical Lutheran Church
in 1940 bhad 193 communities with 34;625 mambars‘and 8l
commnities with 18,383 members raspeativaly.,«ﬁﬁsidea‘
gathering Americans of Danish origin for pnrpeses,&f‘
worship, Q& 1940 conducted mostly in English; these sy-

nods understook other activities, They supported seven

old people's hemes, ran two liberal arts colleges, namow

ly Dana College, Blair, Habraska, and Qr&nd'View'Gmllage,
Des Moines, Iowa, and published Danigh and Qanishfﬁmavi~
can literature, especially from the great Lutheran
Publishing House in Blair, ﬁebraska.le |
Fraternities and}clubs called thelr members to meets
ings and parties on special Danish occaslons such as
Constitutlon Day and the King's birthday, and,they‘eften
listened to lecturers from the old country. In 1940
The Danish Brotherhood had 328 lodges with about 17,000
members, and "The Danish §§$narhaa&“ had 143 lodges

with about 7,000 members.

10, Letter from Rev. P. C, Jensen to writer; Blair, .
Nebraska, February 1, 1957; ,
Letter from Rev. Alfred Jensen, DD to writer;
Des Moines, Iowa, February 24, 1957 '

11, Axel Speron-Fiedler, p. 6.

3k
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In 1940 the Danish press in the United States cone
sisted of ten newspapers and pericdicals in the Danish
language, the most important ones being published in
such Danish centers as Omaha, Cedar Falls, iowa, Sani«

Francisco, Chicago, and New York, The American=

Scandinavian Review was, and still is, a quarterly of
high standards with articles about the bhraa~5¢andinavu
ian countries, their culture and current affairs.lg
Coordination and‘ceopefg@ian of these véricus acte
ivities had been atte&pted several times, but without
result, so in 1940 the 138,175 persons born in Demmark and
305,640 of Danish or mixed parentage, a sum of 443,815
DanisheAmericans, had no central authority to turn to.la
~ The other source of American knowlédge‘abcutk
Dénmark is the knowledge obtained thréugh Ameriean edﬁ~
cation, Americans going to Lemmark for business or vaca=
tion, and what little could be found of organized Danish
information efforts. It can be stated with certainty’
that what Americans of 1940 knew of Denmark was very
limited. Hans Christian Andersen, the worldufaméas

fairy tale teller, was Denmark's best known "product™,

l?; Ibido [} PO?O

13. Figures from Statistical Abstract of the United
States (U.S. Govt, Printing Office, 1950), p.30.
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The better informed knew Denmark for its cooperative sy- f
stems and agriculture of a(high‘standard; and a few might'
even know ﬁenmafk as a democratic welfarekatate with an
dldvand highly developed civilization. Demarkfs neutra-
lity and non~armament were khawn;to‘the attentiva:newsu |
paper readers, but its dependence on Germany during the
,193G9s was no doubt exaggerated. Thué the babk ggg§4i§

the Larder (1939) by_ths Germman~born joufnalist Joachim

Joesten had a degree of truth in it, but overstressed?g
German espionage and domination in Benmark;lh

Quite anothef picture of Denmabk had been presented
to American ?eaders in 1937 by Agnes Rothery's Denmark;
Kingdom of Reason. According to Mrs. Rothery "Dénmark,
the oldest kingdom in the world, is also eone of the B
wisest and hapféest“, and e#érything in Denmark seemed
to be perfect.

Attempts tO,Spﬁé&dAkn0W16éga about Denmark among
Americans had bagun”as early as 1905 thrbugh the bénish&

American Association. This organization later merged

14, (Mew York: Putnam, 193%9}. A similar judgment of
Joesten's book was given by Minister Kauffmann in
his report to the Danish Foreign O0ffice on Sept. &,
1940 Parlamentarisk Kommissions Betaenkning,

Bilag V {Copenhagen: oSchultz, 1943}, p. 201.

15, (New York: Viking, 1937), p. XI
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with the American Scandinavian Foundation (founded in

1911 by the Danisheﬁmerican‘ﬁiel$'Peuléon), active in 
exchange of lecturers and students and publisher of the
above mentioned ggx£g§¢lé In 1939 the'Foun&ation’preé*,
pered "both in opportunities for service and in‘frienda",'
and the funds were in bettér shape than ever. Thé‘

numbeé of tta#elling fellows raached a peak of‘ninétyéu
fivé;’twenty»three of thbse were Americans stu&ying

in Scandinavia. fhe rest were Scandinavians sﬁuéying

in the United States; twéntyuféur of those were Danes.

B. The Danish minister, Henrik de Kauffmann,

and his relation to the American government

The morning papers of A?ril 9, l?AG,,braught,Amern
ica the ahockihg news that Hiﬁiar had attacked Norway
and Denmark. We shall later consider at length how the
press dealt with Denmark in the following days and yéars;
here it is sufficient to say that it had litﬁle undérﬁ

standing of Denmark's difficult position and was rather’

critical of the surrender to the German invaders afté?

16, Axel Sporon-Fiedler, pp. 7~8; Hasse;riis,’ﬁggg,'gg.'l.

17. The statistics are from: The American-Scandinavian
Foundation; 28th Annual Report, I N.Y.:American-
Scandinavian Foundation, 15455,‘p. Se




practically na’fighting; ?his'ehailenge séarted‘thé5
syatematic work of informing Americans about Eenmark,
which we shall describe at the end of this chapter. .

~ This activity would have been impossible,‘or‘atf‘
any‘ratevmuch more difficult;:webe it notvforﬁhé stén&
taken,by the Danish minister to ﬁhe United ééates and
the cantxnued American raeagnition of him.as ‘repres ent»
ative of the abatractian "free Banmar?“

Henrik de Kauf fmann (1888~ ) had been appointed ‘
~ Royal Danish Miniéter to Washington in 1939, and. he wés
the last foreign rapresentative to arrive befors the
war started on September 1, 1939. Since Kauffmann in
1911 received his law degree from the University of
OOPenhagen,’his diplomatic service had taken him*to
Berlin, Roma;'Tckyo, Peking, and New York -- the cen-
ters of world politics., Kauffmann had served in 1913
as secretary to the Danish consulate general in New
York. His wife is an American, a daughter of Admiral
William_n; MacDougall of the United States Navy,lgv |
On the morning of April 9, 1940, Miﬁistar Kauffmann

received from the Danish Foreign Office a telegram
reporting the German invasion. The Danish government
was the first one of those attacked in the;SeeondjWer§ 

War to remain in»cffice under German domination. *Its-

18, Krak's Blaa Bog (1956), p. 834.
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relations with the outside world, including the contact
‘withﬁﬁenmarkfs diplomatic¢ representatives abroad, were
German centrolled from the beginning. Kauffmann con-
sequently was in a unique situation; he lived up to it,
and the firm stands he took frnm &pril 1940, till the
end of the war, secured him a han&rad pasitinn in Danish
hlsﬁﬁryo

On April 10, Minister Kauffmann sent the following
statement to the State Department and to the press:

“I eame to this country to represent my king

and a free and independent paople. That is what I

am still here for.

Democ¢ratic and peaceful Denmark has had to
bow to overwhelming force. =« My country is going
through dark days., =~ It has done so before. We
did not lose courage then, and we will not lose
gourage now.

I will work for one thing, the re~esgtablishe
ment of a free and independent Denmark. . Many will
-work with me, and I know we shall succeed.® 19
It became Kauffmann's job to assure the American

government and people that the Danish government, so
often acting in Germany'!s interest, was not free, but

“that it was a government "under duress". Immediately

the American government and gradually the American people

recognized this stand.

~ Kauffmann's position was emulated by Demmark's

39

representatives in the free world, and in December, 1941,

19. New York Times, April 11, 1940, p. 7.




: 20
the Danish minister in London followed him. By then-

the Foreign Ministry in Copenhagen had broken cempletely
with Kauffmann, The occasion was the Greenland Deal
made on April 9; l9h1, (first anniversary of the inu;
vasien), between Kauffmann and the American government.
The deal allowed ﬁha~Uni£ed States to take.ovér'the dew:
fense -of this impnrtant»sbrétegic area by statidning :
troops:there‘foerhe duration of the war. fThe'Féreign“
Minisher; Scaveniua;‘immediatalyidiamisseé'Kauffmann
and ordered his secretary of legation to take cvar, i
but the American Secretary of State, Cordell Hull, re-
affirmed the ﬁmerican recagnxtien of Kauffmann as tha
repres@ntative of the rather abstract "free Denmark"

On January.l, 1942, twenty=-six. allied and asso= -
ciated‘péwers signed in Washington the Unitéﬁ Nations!?
charter., Kauffmann signed it the following day on' |
behalf of "the Danish nation® and "Danes in the free
world", Hasselriis became Kauffmann's represehﬁ&hi#é
on the Interbﬁllied.counciéi later to become the United
Nations Information Board.

These events will be discussed below as important

20, New York Times, December 3, 1941, p. 7.
21, Axel Sporon~Fiedler, pp. 17«18,
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in shaping American opinion of Demmark. To Danes in the
United States and all over the world Kauffmamn became a.
symbol of hope-.and pride; his words and actions a great a3
encouragement, and they often showed their appreciation.
Greenland was administered by the Greenland Commission -
of July 25, 1940, consisting of ﬂanish»Americans and
friends of ﬁenmark, appointed by Kauffmann. The diplo=-
matic representatives that fellowed the Kauffmann line
were aupported economically by the sale of cryolite from
Greenland, and the Danish merchant marine in Allied
servicezgas to a large degree administered from Kauffmann's
office.

“The official American view of the attack on Dene
mark and Norway was given'by\President Roosevelt infthe
following declaration of April 13, 1940:

Force and military aggression are once more on the
march against small nations, in this in%tance through
the invasion of Denmark and Norway.

| These nations have won and maintained during

a.period of many generations the respect and re-

gard not only of the American people, but of all

peoples, because of their observance of the highest

standards of natianal and international conduct.

Then followa a fnrmal protest against aggression,
and the proclamation endsz

If eivilization is to survive, the rights of smaller

22; John‘ﬁansen National America Denmark Association
(nepe, n.d.s, PP 1-2, Hasselriis, Memo, no.

23, ggglggentariska Kommissions Betaenkning, Bilag V,
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nations to independence, to their territorial
integrity, and to the unimpeded oportunity for
aelf-%ovarnment must be respected by their more
powe ul neighbors. 24
The American government's stand against the aggrea-

sor and for the conquered small countries did not change,
rather, bhese tendencies were strengthened. After tha
United States jained the war in December, 19&1, ﬁhe werld
came to seen cnly white and blackj Denmark fortunately

was white.

C. The pro~ﬂenmarkfcrganizatigns,after’gpbil 9, 1940:

greation, program, and work

After Denmark had‘been.acéupied,fthe challenge to
Dahish“&m@riaana was to tell the truth about how the
aggression took place, and how thevoécupétian deﬁelopsd.
Théy had to unite into one large arganization to get a
hearing. One figure stands. out as the domlnating ena‘
in this organizabion and information work, namely
C. H. W. Hasselriis,

C. H. We Hasselriis was born in Demmark in 1881,
but since 1906 he. had iived in the United Sﬁatea"fiQQt
in Ghlcago, later in New Xark City, as a businessman.:_
Hagselriis had always been in close contact with Danish

cireles, thus since 1912 he had been a member of the

2hs New York Times, April 14, 1940, p. 1.



Rebild Committee (arranging the annual convention in
Denmark of Danish-Americans on Independence Day), and
he was chairman of the Danish committee of the New York
World's Fair, 1939-1940. His knowledge of Danish 1it-
efature and culture was exteﬁgive, and he had contrib-
uted to both Danish and American literature with stories
and fables. Last, but not least, Hasselriis had a sound
knowledge,df public relations, 27

At a Friday meeting in PFebruary, 1940, in Our
Séviour's banish Chureh in Brooklyn, New: York City;
Hasselriis spoke as so often before. But this time the
dark world situation gave his words a special importance,
and he came to speak about "Denmark's Past and Future®.
He menﬁioned the work in which he and some of those
present had been engaged for some time, maintaining the
ties to Denmark and’meeting in churches and clubs to
strengthen the mutual contacts. He concluded’that’this
work might well take on more importance if Denmark came
to be in real danger. The call would then go out for
unified action by the Danish groups in the United
States.26

In the audience was a Danish-American businessman,

25. Krak's Blaa Bog (1956), p. 587. Knud Krame, Dangke
1 Udlandet (Copenhagen: Schultz, 1956) pp. 21%-I5,

26, Danmarksposten,;April, 1940,
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Hans J. Isbrandtsen of the Isbrandtsen-Moeller. Shipping
Company. On April 10, the day after the invasion, he
met Hasselrilis and asked him if he was ready to act as’
he had spoken., Hasselriis' "yes" was immediate and un=-
coﬁditional,.indeed, he had for some time been gaﬁhering‘
material‘with the purpose of informing the American pube
lic of Denmark. |

 Isbrandtsen then employed the well-known public
relations specialist Edward L, Bernays (1891~ ) as ad=
viser in the work to be done, “Bernays had served on
the Americanfcommittee on Public'lnfermatian-at the
Peace Conference at Versailles 1918-19, He was the au=-
thor. of such books as Qﬁrystaliizing ?ublic‘opinion'\
(192h); Propaganda (1928), and Publia Relationg (1952).

After 1919 Bernays had been counsel dh public relations
to ;he American government, to industries and corpora-
Qibﬁé'e~ indeed he was a very good adviser in the Danish
information service now to be launched. Hasselriis
wrote four or five years later: "There was need for
haste in order that American public opinion might clry-
stallize and express ltself in favor of Denmark."
Bernays! services were rewarded, when,zin 1946, he re-

ceived King Christian's Freedom Medal,

27. About Bernays: Who's Who in America 1956-1957
(Chicago: Marquis Publications, 1957), pe 208.
The quotation: Hasselriis, Memo. no. 4, p. l.
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Isbrandtsen had already given Hasselriis $2500 for
a start. Now he called for a conference two wealthy
businessmen of Danish birth; Mr‘ Knud Engelsted of New
 York, and William S, Knudsen, presidéﬁﬁ'af’ﬁenéral ﬁoﬁérs
Corporation since-1937.28 The three men advanced squél*
sums to an amount of $15,000, which Hasselriis, who
offered to volunteer without pay; ﬁhought'sufficient
for one year,

Bernays suggested the name of the new organi-
zation, and around April 15 Ameriean(Friands of Freedom
and Democracy opened its officas at 420 Lexington
Avenue, New York Gity -~ the same building that held
Mr. Bernays' offices. It shquld‘be{notadfthatfthel‘
organization was wholly American, supporbed and di=-
rected by private American cltizens, - The organiza--
tionts name Indicates its program. "The real truth
about the real Denmark was good énough" as Hasselriisfl
wrote, the man who was its leader from the first day.29

~ Another organlzation came: to overshadow American

28. Who's Who in America 1948-1949, p. 1379, Dansk
Biogralisk Leksikon, XiL, 028=30. -

29. Hasselriis, Memo. no. &, p. 3; Memo. no. 4 covers
all of the history of establishing Free Denmark,
as does Axel Sporon-Fiedler, pp. 9-10; Interview
with Winkelhorn, New York, N.Y,, Sept. L, 1956,
ggﬁessed the same purpose of action as Hasselriis.
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Triends of Danish Freedom and Democracy.  Friends of
Denmark, established in September, 1941, asjﬁrse Qéna
vmark,wtook over A;F.D.F.B.'a}work frcm January, 1942,
alﬁolceoperaﬁing with free‘nénesvthrcughoutfthéﬁworld,'
Thus Friends of Denmark's first task was to contribute:
45000 to the "Spltfire Fund" of the Danish Council in
London, which later presented a spitfire to the British
governmentgaq

| In February, 1942, Friends of Denmafkhmerged with
the National America Demmark Association, about which
wevﬁhallfsoon.read; and the two organizations had a
common information service an& pressy its offices were
at 116 Broad Street, New York City. Willilam K;‘Sorensen
was president of Friends of Denmark ; other officers
viere Kai‘Winkelharn;fa bankingfexecutive;QSOQn to be a
trusted intelligence officer«serving the 058 in Europe,
and Hasselriis, the omnipresent, who supervised the
daily work.

The primary purpose of American Friends of Danish
Freedom and Democracy and Friends of Demmark was to tell
Americans ™wie es eigentlich‘gewssen",m?what,really‘
happened” in Denmark. Therefore the ﬁeutral; peace=

loving policy of Denmark after 186k was stressed. Iﬁf

30, Hasselriis, Memo. no. 8, pps 1=3.

31. Hasseigiis, Memo. N0« 5, peo l;,gg;‘g, ;. 3
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was emphasized that the country was unprepared for war.
and had no hdpe,of aid from the Allied_powefs - scg.
what was the use ef.fighting?’

The facts these organizations wanted to tell were
of Danish adult education in the folk high schools, the
cooperative system, the high quality of agricultural
and industrial products, the plain friendliness of the
people; and the democratic way ofrlife in this northern
kingdom «« facts that would appeal to Americans.

Of course the men behind the information service
wanted‘to’appeaquavorably. Thet wanted to "sell® |
goodwill for Demmark, and they chose the selection and
arrangement that would attract buyers. Thus the rather.
socialistic character of much recent legislation in -
Denmark was not mentimned;lwhereas on the other hend
the resistance against the Germans, which in the first,
two years of the occupation was very insignificant, was
éxaggeratedisz One of the prolific writers of the or-
ganlzation, Mrs. Signe Toksvﬁg; stresses that "good .
stories” were welcome, for editors liked ta,pickvthem,lf

‘Lot us look at the work done by American Friends

32. Interview with Wiﬁkelhorn,\ﬁewirnrkg~N;Yt;‘Sept. 5,
1956; interview with Hasselriis, New York, N.Y.,

33, letter from Signe Toksvig; Virum, Denmark, Feb~
ruary 2, 1957. '
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of Danish Freedom and Democracy, and Friends of Denmark,

With amazing speed, two mimeographed pages, one about
the organization, one about its sponsors, were distribe
uted to 2;000 daily newsPapers;tand,many»oftthemfwerer
accepted. & Hasselriis in his repartfbf51945 lists the
following activities:

1. 4 D&nish language news bulletin of ten to
twenty mimeographed pages per week, in about 900 copies
distributed to Danish languags newspapers in the United
States, groups of Danes throughout the free world,

members, diplomatic offices, and others.

2. The fortnightly Danish lListening Post, "splenw

didly edited®, as Hasselriis says, by. the authoress

Signe Toksvig, wife of the author Prancis Hackett. The

Listening Post was distributed to about 3,000 news-
papers, radio stations, govermment ofilces, writers,
lecturers, schools, and libraries.

3. A periodical News from Demmark to radio sta=-

tions and commentators,

L. Occasional "exclusive" feature stories for a
limited number of radio stations.

5

5, Many inquiries were received daily by phone,

mail, or vislts to the office, on speeial occasions -

34, New York Sun, April 19, 1940; New York Herald Tri-
bune, April 19, 1940; New York Times, April <8
and May 16, 1940,

L8
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reaching as high as fifty per day by telephone alone. -

Most lmportant were the news releases, articlss of
one, tWo; or three mimeographed folio pages, sent to

newspapers and magazines, As many as sixteen of them

Were distributed in Apfil and Yay, 1940, A few examples
will illustrate the variety of subjects treated in these

49

news releases as.well as the wide range of publications to

which they were submitted:

") Brief Bibliagraphy on Denmark® distributed to
lecturers and selected study groups and individuals;

"Danish Bducationel System Has Eliminated Illite
eracy in Denmark" -~ to 600 feature editors and 200
feature syndicates;

~MMedical Care in Denmark"™ -- to 500 health edi-

tors, 25 nursing and hospital journals, 50 insurance
journals;.medical Journals, and 100 syndicated health
columns;

"Our Danish Herltage: Thdrv&ld&en,‘ﬁaﬁish Sculp=
tor? -- to 500 art editors:

Right down to "The Blcycle and the King of Den-
nark? w- go 30 bicycle magagines and 500 feature

edltors.

‘The organization printed and distributed four war

35. Hasselriis, Memo, no. 5, pe 3.

36, Hasselriis, Memo. no, 8.
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posters. Also, Hasselriis found time to write two book-

lets, Denmark in Revolt (1943) and Denmark Fights On
(l9hh); both giving surveys of Danish histcry'anﬁ»culture
and stressing that Demmark was‘making active resistan
ance to the Germans. Hasselriis and many others lec-
tured at universitles and clubs.

In August, 1940, American Friends of Danish Free-
dom and Bembcrady distributed to scheols, libraries; 
journalists, and lecturers in great numbers a pamphletv
of sixty~seven mimeographed pages called ggggg‘gg

Denmark. Denmark Before and After the German Invasion.

It contained statements in favor of Denmark by among
others eight Congressmen and elevén college presidents
and the names of 109 prominent sponsors. Fifty of its
pages conalsted of an essay on "Denmark, Landlaf'Bala
‘ance, This pamphlet was republished in F&bruary;\
1941,

It is true that the vast bulk of material sent
out by Friends of Denmark was not aceepted by the edi=-
'torg. But it must be remembered that each accepted
release would reach many readers, and as the releases
were very numerous, the organigzation could afford a
high degree of non~acceptan¢e and still make its

existence known. Mrs. Toksvig, who was iﬁdependent

37. Danish Information Office's Archive, hereafter:
Archive, "Notes on Denmark" - file.
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enough of the information service to be considered a
good Judge of its activiﬂies, stane9 that thé‘ﬁorwagian
information service's men were sorry not to "get
bhrough" as well as the Danes did., Mr. Ebward-smith;
head of British Information said:  "The Danigh Listening

Post is the best of all foreign releases, and I have
‘seen them all®, S

. Friends of Demnmark became by far the most important
organization of its kind, but there were others. We
will consider the first organization comprising all of
the organized Danish groups, the Natianai America Den--
mark Association. On hearing about the invasien;f
Mr. John Hansen, {1891~ ) a manufacturer of Davenport,
Iowa, who was president of the Danish Brotherhood (see
above, p. 34) called his officers far‘a-meeting in
Omaha, Nebragka, on April lé,‘19§0.39 The distress was
deep, the feeling of unity correspondingly strong; in
these officers. They resolved first of all te¢ contact
Minister Kauffmann, and on April 21 a four-man dele-
gation went to Washington for an interview with the
minister. 'They were joined by Hasselriis from the
already functioning A.F.D.F.D. |

38, Letter from Signe Toksvig, to writer; Virum,
Denmark, February 2, 1957.

39. Krak's Blaa Bog, (1956},‘p, 557




At this meeting John Hansen suggested to Kauffmann
that the Brotherhecod take the initiative to form a na-
tional organization comprising all Danish groups in the
United States, brotherhoods, sisterhoods,\churchaa; and
clubg. Kauffmann endorsed the idea,‘although he, being
the official represaﬁtative of the Danish state, couid
not join this organization of American ciltizens of
Danish descent or mrigin.ho

Such an organization was formed May &, 1940 in
Ghicagofat_a meeting where nineteen of the most impore
tant Danish groups were representad. John Hansen
sketched the plans. A national organization should be
formed so that all Americans of Danish extraction could
bevraaéhed,~if necessary. No drive for money or goods
té be sent to Denmark should‘be made."P. Bang-Jensen,
attaché to the Legation, participated as Minister
Kanffmann's representative and explained how snch,an
organization might be’particulariy useful., If a nego-.
tiated, compromised peaée had to be aacepted; ﬁhe faﬁe
- of the occupied countries might depend on the attitude
of the United States. In that case, a solid repre-

sentation of American citizens in favor of Denmark's

Ll
freedom might be decisives

40, 'John‘Hansen, ppe 2=ke
L1, Archive, file 103; Axel Sporon~Fiedler, p. 13.
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In 1918 the Danish-Americans had succesefully exerted
such an initiative in favor of a plebiscite‘émeng the
Schleswigians.h? |

 Others spoka,'ﬂa$éalriia among‘them,utelling‘abbut
his American Friends of Danish Fraeﬁom-aﬁd.nemocracy,
and proulsing his cooperation, and asking for that of
those present. An executive committee of ae?an was
farmed;\ﬂassalriis and the well-known actor Jean Hersholt
(1886-1956) were among the membera. The committee
- elected John Hansen president, and the name National
imerica Demmark Association was adopted. Hasselriis
was to handle the Association's publicity,in the Amerie
can press. In August, 19.0; William 8., Knudsen was
asked to beecme,honorary,preaident; and he accegpted.
After his appointmént,as leader of the whole American
defense mobilization progrem, Fnudsen was more than ever
the pride of the Banish*&ﬁericanﬁg

National America Denmark hssociation's activities

under John Hansen's presidan¢y,,19§O~19h3,,include the
printing of two milliun‘goadwillystamps for use on
envelopes; they were made on Hersholt's suggestion and
at his expense, Christmas, 1941, the Asscclation sent
5;000 packets to Danish sailors in Allied service.

14-20 Ibid. s Po ll}o



In the fall of 1942 the Assoclation arranged a trip.
through the United States for Christmas Me@ller; the
political leader, who had fled from Demmark to Great
Britain invMay, 15.9&2.“..1!f

C.On June 18, 1943, Jean Hersholt succeeded John
ﬁansén as'preai&@nt.ﬂiﬁmw’tha Danigh Refwgee Fund bef‘
came important. - It had hitherto been a charter member
of the Assaciatienaunderithé leaﬁarshipvaf~itékfcuﬂder,
'ESpG?VPetSFﬁGn; a Chicago manufacturer. ﬂnder'ﬂersholﬁ¥s
energetic presideney, the Fund sent money i;dt.hé Danish
refugees in Sweden. In November and December of 1943'
alone, %45;&06 was collected; the Danish Jews were just
then fleeing to Sweden.. On January 29,'l9hh”nenm&rk;
waé-certified as & member of the Nationa1»war Fund;>
This meant that the Association had té stop all‘priVQte
appeals for contributions., On the”other»hand; it was
now being financed by the War Fund. By this time thé
asséciation had about $%0,000 collected fram among7"jd
Danish-Americans. Alsé the name~changed, ncw'it'be-'

came fAmerica Dénmark Reliefvxnc..but it still worked

43 John Hansen, pﬁ' 4=7; Christmas Moeller's trip,
see Archive, file 1l15. ‘

Lhks dJean Hersholt, National America Denmark Association,
(n.ps, n.d.), p. 6+ About Hersholt: Krak's Blaa
Bog (1956}, p. 632, |
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along the old lines spreading informetion about Denmark |
to build up goodwill for the country. From ﬁha‘War‘Fund;
America Denmark Relief Inc. received a sum of %lé?,&zégos
which'was partly spent on Danish sailors in Allied ser=
vice and refugees in Sweden, and partly kept as a re-
serve for postewar Denmark, The income of'N.A;D.A;'
from ¥ay 1940, till it wds accepted into the "National
War Fund® was %158;974.3&.& In June of 1944 Hersholb
renounced further help from the War Fund for the reason
that other countries naedeﬁ it more. In December, 1945,
Anerdca Denmark Relief Ine, was dissolved. °

The influence of the National America Denmark
Association and "America Demmark Relief Inc." is dif-
ficult to estimate, - The organization had no periodical

of its own until the Hational America Denmark Associae

tioanullatin began on November 15, 1943, but it {n=

fluenced its memhar.mrganiz&tiena indirectly through
their 1eaders.w By May, 1945, there were 567 charter
members, including all the important Danish-American
groups., Most difficult to incorporaﬁe was the organi-

zation of Danes in California, California Demmark Fundj

L5, Jean Hersholt, ps 13+
46. Ibidi, Pe 13, 1lie
7. Archive, file Hek.
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net until August 1, 1943, after the Galifornian Jean
Hersholt had baeome“prasidant; did it eatar.‘s'The Of&‘
ganization became known to a wider public by its par- .
ticipation in the National War Bond Drive and by
gponsoring various exhibitions énd activities in‘_
connection with\ﬂenmark..g

To D&nes.in»th@‘ﬁniteé 3tates 1t was the first ore
genization that included all of them for a specific pur-
poge, coordinating their efforts for the good of Denmark,
John Hansen wrote to the present writer inkSeptember;
1956, that the officers af,ﬁhe National America Denmark
Association were in close contact with Minister Kaulfmann
in all that they did. It often showed its appreciation -
of his stand. OvJahn Hansen summarizes; "In retro-
spect 1t may appear as if our afforts were not very
great, but they were what they were upon advice of the
paaple.in influential pésitiana; people that szhould

, 51
know and did know which was the best course to pursue.”

48. Axel Sporon-Fiedler, p. 15,
49. John Hansen, passim; Jean Hersholt, passim

50. John Hansen, p;’8; Jean Hersholt, p. 11; Axel
Sporon~Fiedler, pp. 13~1ll.

51. Letter from John Hansen to writer; Davenport, Iowa,
September 25, 1956.



CHAPTER IV

AMERICAN PUBLIC OPIRIOR OF DENMARK
FROM APRIL, 1940 TO JANUARY, 1942

The attack on Denmark and Norway in the early hours .
of April 9, 1940 was a shock to the American'public. Be=
cause of the fi&e hours?! difference in time betwéen Scan=
dinavia and the Atlantic coast of the United States,
~Americans read about the Blitzkrieg in their morning pap-
ers., Let us first consider, how the papers selected for
this study reacted on April 9 and the following déysr

The German move was not without reasonahle motives.
The strongest of these was to protect the vital iron ore
traffic from Narvik in Northern Ncrway along the Norwegian
and Danish coasts to Germany. Also, Allied occupation of
Horway was more than a probability, so the second‘aerman
motive was to prevent such an occupation. But it is one
of the characteristic featﬁres of our story that the Allied
provbcatiohs and the reasonable German motives were all
but forgotten. There was room in American hearts only
fof sympathy toward the‘ﬁwo innocent attacked countries
and a strong resentment against the wolf that had attacked
them.

The New York Times's correspondent in Denmark, Svend

Carstensen, best grasped the important steps in the in-
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vasicn, and wired the Times in the early morning from
Copenhagen. A little later in the day he sent another
telegram, this time from the Jutland town of Xolding. A
little too optiﬁistically Carstensen reported: "Although
there were no reports of clashes betweén Danish troops
and the invaders today, military activities were expected
at Hadersleben 30 miles North of the border." Carstensen
wrote that negotiations were going on between the Germans
and the Danish government to assure that army and navy
would be maintained and the country's political indepen-
dence secured.l This was (with one exception) the last
telegram Carstensen sent to the New York Times until May 1,
1945, and the last one to leave Denmark before German cen=-
sorship was clamped on the country.

The New York Times carried several photos from Den-
mark and printed, without comment, Goebbels'! defense of
the invasion (namely that the Germans had come as friends
to protect Denmark and Norway against Allied occupation).
Also, a United Press telegram from London was printed
under'the headline "No Resistance, British Hear"; this
telegram expressed the belief that all key places in Den-
mark would be occupied within 24 hours. One sentence ran:

"A Danish garrison at Soenderborg was reported retreating

1., HNew York Times, hereafter N. Y. Times, Ap. 9, 1940,
p. 1; interview with Kai Johansen; New York, N. Y.,
Sept. 7, 1956; New York Times' morgue file.
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to avoid contacts with the Germans, "2 This/gave'a rather
unfavorable impression of Danish resistance.

The events in Norway occupied much more of the New
York Eigggf'intérest, as indicated in the eight-column
headline on page 1l: "Germans Occupy ﬂénmark, Attack Oslo;
Norway then Joins War Against Hitler; Capital Is Reported
Bombed from Air."

Also the nther papers focused their interest on Nor~
way's struggle and ignored Denmark rather soon, The Ghi~
cago Tribune's eight-column headline on the front page
ran: "Norway and Nazis at‘War; Germany Invades Denmark."
Goebbels! statement is printed without comment, and the
Tribune's correspondent in London reported correctly what
was happaning{ The Tribune devoted its picture back page
to the invasions; it had a map and several pictures from
benmark. Again, the contrast to Norway stood ont,3

The Los Angeles Times, the New York Times, the Tribune,

the Constitution, and the Detroit Free Press used head-

lines of eight columns whose contents were the same as in
the papers already considered, as: "Germans Invade Den-
mark; Norway in War with Nazis". A subheadline runs "Oslo

Bombed; Troops Landed, Danish Forces Retreating Before

3. Chicago Tribune, hereafter Tribune, Ap. 9, 1940, p. 1.
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the inemy; Armed Transports Reach Copenhagen; Cther Key
Cities Expected to Fall Quickly" -~and again the unfa-
vorable UP story is printed,“ But the Los Angeles Times
also told its readers how sﬁall the Scandinavian armies
were, "a mere 250,000 (if total mobilization) against'the
military might of the German Reich."?

The Emporia Gazette wrote in three columns: "Nazis
Smash Into Norway and Denmark; Battle Allies at Seaj Oslo
Falls to Invaders, Danes Passive." The unfavorable UP
telegram from London was printed, and Goebbels'statement
6

was paraphrased, again without comment.

The Lawrence Daily Journaleiorld thought that three

columns were sufficient for a headline stating that "Naszis
Invade Denmark and Norway." But the front page also con-
tained the military events, concluding that "All Denmark,
which decided not to resist, was under German control", and
mentioned the small armies of Denmark and Norway: "Den-
mark and Norway No Match for the Might of the Germans",
Also the proclamation by King Christian X and Prime Minis=-
ter Stauning, and the influence on the American stock

market of the invasions were on the front page.7

4. Los Angeles Times, hereafter L. A. Times, Ap. 9, 1940,
P lq ‘ )

5 L‘- A. ‘I‘imeys, Ap, 9, 1914'0; p‘o 3
6, Emporia Gazette, hereafter Gazette, Ap. 9, 1940, p. 1,2.

7 Gaaesff, Ap. 9, 1940, p. l,
dev&uce ..Da.:'l:f Joucua) Werld ,

hecearrev  Jouvaal Wey ‘ol
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On April 10 the big papers had the King's and Prime
Minister's proclamation about maintaining peace and order
and cooperating loyally with the German occupation forces.s
lormal life was soon resumed. The first note of the in-
evitable restrictions was the blackout order,9.and‘thereby
the military reporting from Denmark was'over, for, in the
words of the Tribune's correspondent in Berlin, "The
occupation of Denmark, which was proceeding smoothly withe-
out resistance on the part of the Danes, was reported to
be virtually csmpleted."lg The Gazette, under the head "A
Swift Coup over Denmark® assured its readers that "every-
day life was practically undisturbed, il

On April 11 the best informed papers bring‘correéted
and more detailed news about the invasion. Thus the New

York Times and the Atlanta Constitution report the fight-~

ing, hitherto neglected, by the Royal Guard under Prince
Valdemar.t? The Tribune and the Gazette tell about some
resistance in Jutland and the shocting’down of one Danish
plane.13

Thérevare frequent photos of German military establishe

g, N. Y. Times, p. 4; Tribune, p. 16, Ap. 10, 1940.
9. N. Y. Times, p. b3 Tribune, p. 10, Ap. 10, 1940
10. Tribﬁne, Ap. 10, 1940, p. 1.
11. Gazette, Ap. 10, 1940, p. 10.

12. N. Y. Times, Ap. 11, 1940, p. 5; Atlanta Constitution,
Ap. 1171950, p. 12, hereafter Constitutiom,

13. Tribune, back page; Gazette, p. 2, both Ap. 11, 1940,
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ments, and the American reader must reluctantly have ad-
mired the efficiency of the invasion, so ofteh brought aut
in these days of mid=-April, The echo of all of them is
nDenmark did not resist the accupaticn“, "The Danes did not
fight®, The New York Times for a whole year added "German=-
occupied Denmark® to the head of its teiegrams from Copen=-
hagen, --thus reminding its readers that what official Den-
mark di& was probably dictated by the Germans.

How did the editorials speak about the events in Den-
mark? HMost papers carried editorials deploring the invasions,
praising the integrity and bhigh political standards of Den-
mark and Norway. The New York Times wrote: "The occupation
extinguishes still another light of civilization and decency
on the continent of Euroge‘"lh

The Tribune wrote: "These people were prosperous,
cultured, peacefui, and amiable with high standards of ine
telligence and comity." The Iribune draws the cﬁnclusicn
that the United States must now protect civilization, but
there is, of coufse, no wish of going to war. On the cone
trary, the Tribune, as well as the Gazette, warns against
intervention;the gazette quotes six Congressmen in support

of this stand.lB

114-. Times, Apr’il 9’ 1940’ Pe 220

15, Tribune, Ap. 9, 1940, p. 18; Gazette, Ap. 9, 19&0,
, Pe
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The Los Angeles Times on A4pril 11 reproduced a select-
ion of editorials about the attack. Among the best of |

these is that of the New York Herald Tribune: PThese two

small nations of Burope stood as a symbol of all that
America holds dear. 1In the old world their peoples prac-
ticed ideas of gcoodwill and individual liberty which have
been the hepe and inspiration of this new continent."lé

The Los Angeles Times' own editorial the next day was equal=-

ly sympathetic, as was that of the Atlanta Ccnstitution.l7

The Lawrence Dally Journal-World is cooler: As the

war "“came virtually unannounced, and since a minimum of
resistance was offered, the entry of war into Scandinavia
was less horrifying than it might otherwise have been;“
But the Lawrence organ distrusts the German promises: "The
Scandinavian countries have no assurance that their liber-
ties will be returned to them after the war'--does this
anticipate a German victory?le

President Roosevelt's statement of April 13 (see above,
p. 41} appeared in the New York Times under the headline:"
"Roosevelt B;untly Condemns the Attack on Denmark and Nore-

way', and on April 15 it was supported by an editorial.lg

16, L. A. Times, &pn 11, 191+0, Pe 'l}o

17. L. A. Times, Ap. 12, 1940, p. 4; Constitution, Ap. 10
1940, _.p —= ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’

WE S A T

Ap. 9, 1940, pu bu
19. N. Y. Times, April 14, p. 1, ibid., Ap. 15, p. 16.

18‘ =X ‘.- S~ Jou&”nal~¥‘30rld,
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The Constitution was more teﬁpered.zo The Tribune head-

lined the statement "Cermany's New Drive Assailed by Roose-
velt. He Condemhs,the.lnvasion of Scandinavia‘"zl The

Los Angeles Times introduced it to the readers as "Presi-
dent Raps Invasion. HNazi Blitzkrieg ﬁgainsé Norway and

Denmark Franklyyﬁondemned;"zz The Journal-VWorld ccmménted

on it in an editorial emphasizing that the President had
been very un-neutral, and although the paper had to admit
that "His view of the situation is that taken by'nearly all

Americans"™, the Journal-World is still ill at ease with his

strong expressions,<3

There are letters in defense and praise of Denmark in
several of the papers, often written by Danish—Americans;zu
The reactions of the Danish-Americans, those appearing in
print, do not differ fundamentally from the genefal Ameri-
can reaction, but of course the grief is more intense,
According to the Loé Angeles Times, one Danisheborn skipper
was killed by the shock,?? The Danes gathered to discuss
the situation. In Solvang, California, (the largest Danish

20. Constitution, Ap. lh,kp. 1,
21, Tribune; Ap. 1k, I,}p. 10,
22. L. A, Times, Ap. 1k, pe 1.
23, Journal-torld, Ape 15, pe ke

2. e.g. N Y. Times, Ap. 12, 1940, p. 22; June 27, 1940,
p. 22; Tribune, Ap. 16, 1940, p. 10; Constitution, Ap.
10, 1940, p. 93 N. Y. Sun, Aug. 1, 1940. -

25, L. A. Times, Ap. 10, 1940, p. 7.
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settlement in the West) “Peogle Hang Over Radios in Faint
Hope of Catching News of Relatives."26 The attempts at
organization of the Danes in New York and all over the
country have already been discussed. In california Ameri-
cans of Scandinavian descent formed a cémmittee to aid the
old countries.27 While in HNew Yerk Norwegians were eager
to enlist for voluntary miliﬂéry service, Danes were not
so sure of ﬁhat they wanted to da.za John Hansen writes
that "The attitude of the Danish population...was one of
bewilderment", and this bewilderment shows up also in the
Danish-~American Press.29

Kauffmann's statement of April 9 "I came to this coun-
try to represent a free aﬁd independent p90ple..."‘was re-
produced only in the New York Times and the Los Angeles

Times of the papers examined., The Constitution summarized

it,20 But all interested Danish~Americans heard it, and
to them it became an encouragement and inspiration. Simie-

lar feelings were cailed forth when Kauffmann and Consul

260 L. A. Times, ﬁpq 10’ Pe 2.
27. L. A, Times, Ap. 10, C:8.
28, N. Y. Times, Ap. 13, p. 6, Ap. 16, p. L.

29. Letter from John Hansen, Sept. 25, 1956; Dansk Tidende,
May %O, iQhO, p. 1l; Luthersk Ugeblad, Ap. 2L, 1940,
PP. ¢ .

30, N. Y. Tlmes, Ap. 10, p. 123 Ap. 11, p. 7; L. A, Times,
Ap. 11, A7; Constitution, ﬁp. 10, 1940, p. 9.
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General, Georg Bech of New York, spoke on the Danish Con-
stitution Day at the New York World's Fair;Bl Soon some
of the Danish-Americans joined the organized efforts that
we have already considered.

The activities of American Friendé of Danish Freedom
- and Democracy can to scme degree bé traced in the New York
Times. On April 28, and again on May 16, 1940, the organi-
zation was presented to the New York Times'! readers in
short favorable articles.’? In June the A.F.D.F.D. told
the New York Times' readers that American Independencé
Day, traditionally celebrated in Denmark, could not be
celebrated under the new conditions, but many Danes visited
the Lincoln Log Cabin in the Rebild National Park anyway.33
In December, 1940, A.F.D.F.D. supplemented the news about
the slowly growing resistance in Denmark by a news reiease‘
With examples of resistance, including the spectacular
"song fests" --community singing of national songs by scores
of thousands of people.3“ This particular release resulted
- in an editorial in the New York Times...kindly recognizing

this new form of demonstration against the‘Nazis¢35

31, N. Y. Times, June 6, p. 30; Archive, file H-50,
32, N. Y. Times, Ap. 28, p. 263 May 16, p.'i?.

33. N. Y. Times, June 30, 1940, p. 25.

34+ N. Y. Times, Dec. 15, 1940, p. 5.

35. N. Y. Times, Dec. 25, p. 26.
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The ﬂanish-born director of General‘Motors, William
S. Knudsen, in June was made leader of American defense
mobilization, thus directing the biggest production system
in the world. As we have seen, Knudsen helped the Danish
information servicé to get started, and when his life was
portrayed to American newspaper readers his Danish back=
ground was remembered-~to the benefit of the Danish cause.36

Beneath the surface, however, most Danish«Americans
were painfully conscious of the poor role their old coun-
try had played, In lettéra and interviews this has been
made evident to the writer. Mr. John Hansen of Davenport,
Iowa, (see above pe 51) writes that during the orgénizing
meeting of N.A.D.A. in Chicago, April 16, 1940,'“two’of
the Danes present criticized the Danish government severely
for not putting up any fight", and John Hansen tells that
he "received letters and telephone calls asking me to pro=~
test to the Danish government because they did not put up
a fight like the Norwegians."37

Hasselriis stresses that "the fact that Denmark gave

up the fight almost immediately, in contrast to Norway,
did not make a good impfassion%”BS
The reaction of Danish-Americans to the‘evehts'indDen~

mark cannot have been something‘isolated; it*must have had

36. HN. Y. Timee, June L, p. 12. Gazette, Sept. 28, 1940, p.4.

37. Letter from John Hansen to writer; Davenport, Iowa, Sept.
25, 1956¢

38. Interview with Hasselriis; New York, N. Y., Septi &, 1956Q
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a counterpart in the American public-~but, fortunately, or
unfortunately, courteousy kept it from being expressed in
the means of mass communication, Only a few cases of ill
will against Denmark have been preserved by Danish-Americans,

Kauffmann recalls that the exaggerated notions of Ger-
man domination of Denmark before the occupation were diffi-
cult to change. He mentions that the state training ship
Danmark was caught in Jacksonville, Florida, by the news
of April 9, 1940 and its crew was met with insulting cries
when it left the ship. Kauffmann also mentions a newspa=-
per report of a boxing maﬁch in which it was said: "He
laid down without a fight, like a Dané."39 John Hansen re-
calls having seen in April, 1940, a cartoon in a Seattle :
paper picturing King Christian under a bed. The writer
has not been able to locate this cartoon.4O

‘Lastly, Kauffmann mentions that the seemingly friction=-
less cooperation in Denmark in the first months of the occu-
pation left a bad impression, which might have chrystallized
into an opinion of Denmark as a weakewilled, Nazi-submitting
country.hl

Greenland received tremendous interest. Letters to

39, prarlamentariske Kommissions Betaenkning, Bilag, V;
ps 190-208; the date oi this report by Kauffmann to
the Danish Foreign Office, is Sept. 4, 1940,

40, Letter from John Hansen to writer; Davenport, Iowa,
Sept. 25’ 19560

41, Pparl.Komm.Bet., Bilag, V, loc.cit.
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the ediﬁér,‘editcrials, Speeéhes in Gongrass, supplemented
the ample flow of news about the large Danish island off
the American continent., Most of those that expressed
themselves were aggressive, wanted the United States to
annex Greenland, and maybe Iceland tou; Most vigorous in
such schemes was the Tribune, which even suggested that
Uncle Sam bring all European dependencies in the Western
hemisphere under his protaction.hz The Monroe Doctrine
was often mention@d“B, but the President did not use it.
However, he expressed the wish of aiding the Greenlanderé,
facing'disaster now that they were cut off from vital
supplies from Denmark . 4

The risk that the Germans might use Greenland as a
stepping stone in a war with America was evident. Only
Charles A. Lindbergh Seems to have been blind to this risk
as he agitated for hisvpolicy of "Hands off" the European
dependencies, non-intervention, and no help to England.hs
From Denmark came news that Denmark firmly intended to
keep Greenland, but the American interest in Greenland

still ran high and culminated in the Greenland Deal of

42, Tribune, 1940, Ap. 12, p. 14, editorial‘ May 13, p. 12;
AUg. II, Graphic Section, p. 7; Dec. 31, p. 5.

43, N. Y, Times, april 11, p., 1; L. A. Tlmes, Ap. 10, p. 2.
: Tribune, Ap. 12, p. 6.

Lho No Y. Times, Ap. 13, 1940, p. 4; Journal-World, Ap. 12,
pe 1o

L5. N. Y. Times, Ag. 5, pe L.
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April, l?hl; Then the interest declined, the case had
found its satisfactory solution.

Danish shippiﬁg was bound to receive some attention.
The large Danish merchant marine in foreign ports or on
the high seas was a prize coveted by both parties ih the
wars On April 9, 1940, forced by the invaders, the Danish
Foreign Office ordered all Danish ships to ¢ ome back home
or seek Axis ports. The British government recommended to
the Danish ships that they put into Allied ports, but the
Danish conéulates around the world told them to go to neu= |
tral ports and await further orders; most of them did sc.
Kauffmann appointed a committee of Danish shipping men in
the United States to work to keep Danish ships in Danish
hands, that is, Danish shipping agencies in ths free world,
but serving the Allied powers.hé June 1, 1940 all the
Danish ships that had been kept in American ports were re-
leased, and it #5s up to the owners to decide their future
fate. Evidently an agreement had already been reached,
for most of the Danish ships joined the British carriér

fleets under British flag and for British pay.h7

L6, N. Y. Times, Ap. 13, 1940, p. 6; Tribune, Ap. 13 1940,
, pe 33 Lo A, Times, Ap. 20 19h0, Pe A:D; Journal~World
Ap. 12, p. 13 Ibid., Ap.«lB, p. 1, , ‘

L7. %;,g: Tlmes, May 24, 1940, p, 5, Trmbune, June 2, l9h0
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A good deal of interest was devoted to America's
financial stake in the two occupied countries.hg, Their
funds in the United States were frozen, but Denmark paid.
the interest on her loans throughout the war,;and the
readers of the New York Times's finaneial pages were so -
informed.4?

The concept American readers had of Denmark during
1940 was that of & country of peace and order, a country
that had not carsd to resist the German invaaion,znd that
now cooperated easily with the invaders, The rationing and
the well organized exploitation were the most SPectacular
sides of Danish life, and they were therefore stressed in
the American papers.50

The readers of the New York Times were informed when
the Danes.were ordered to deposit their arms with the
police, when new notes to pay the German purchases were

issued at the cost of the Danish government, and when, on

1-&80 Ln Ao Tim@S, Apt 29, p‘ 2; m, Ap‘ 10’ p’ 33;
Nu Yc TimeS, APO lO, pﬁ 39; W’ AP- 18! 9" 5‘

49. N. Y. Times, July 8, p. 29; 1940; Ag. 27, p. 18;
Dec. 25, p. 38: 1941, 7 > Pe 2

50. All references to 1940: N, Y. Times, Ap. 14, p. 39;
Apo. 16, Pe 7; MayZO,p‘ 25; t’sﬂugo II,‘,pa 20; L. Ac
Times, Ap. 12, d:2; Ap. 16, I:3; Tribune, Ap. 17, p.

107 July 5, p. 2; Octs 6, pict. Sect., ps 7; Journale
World, Ap. 12, p. 1j Ap. 29, p. 4; Gazette, May L, pe. 4o
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the last day of the year, soap was being rationed.,”l But
two weeks earlier an AP ﬁelegram,was printed in the Tribune
under the headline "Danish Children Will Get Vitamins:
Thousands of Carrots"-~an example of German prOPagandaa52

Of the King Christian cult, that 1atar was to become
so prominent, there is not much to be seen in 1940, The
Royal family got some attention when a daughter was born
to the Crown princess on April 16, 1940, as reported in an
AP story printed in the New‘York Times, the Tribune, the
Los Angeles Egggg,land the Gazette. Of all the papers ex~
amined, none writes more about the King and his family
than the Tribune, Thus King Christian is seen in the Trie-
gggg»hunting on his morning ride, with his ScandlnaV1an
fellow‘kings‘53 The New York‘zgmgg alone tells in a Svend
Carstensen story about the King's birthdéy September 26,
19h0, including remarks about his rising popularitya5b ‘

The last subjecﬁ to be dealt with in this survey of
American newspaper cpinion of Denmark in 1940 is the first

faint traces af resistance, The New York Times told that

51 N. YQ Times, May 20, p. 25; June 15, p« 33 Decs 31, pes 3.
52. Tribune, Dec. 15, p. L.

53. All references to 1940: Tribume: Ap. 26, back page;
Ap. 28, picture section; p., 0; May 12, picture section,
May 29, back page; Dec. 15, picture section, p.
ﬁ Gazette, July 18, 19&0, P+ 10a

5&-6 Ne Y& Times, 191&0, Septu 26 Pe 7, Septs 27, D 7:
it should be noted that Svend Carstensen was not come
~pletely silenced yet.
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in August some youths were jailed for "molesting Nazis",
that there is some espionage, and that clashes between
Danish Nazis and loyal Danes took place in November, 27
On December 10, the New York Times and the Tribune reported
the jailing of 300 Nazis after a riotsé‘ in Southern Jut-
land, where they were particularly active among the German
minority. Not much, but this was about all that resis-

tance amounted to in 1940,

In 1941 the pattern of American opinion of Denmark
followed the one laid down in 1940, Not much was written
in the newspapers‘about Denmark; only two eventsggppeared
on the front pages. They were the seizure of Baﬁish ships
in American ports and the Greenland Deal,

The seizure of Danish ships, discussed on the front
pages of all the papers examined, began in South America
in February, as some of the South American governments
seized Danish and Axis ships for government sefvice for
the dufation of the war. On March 31, l9hl the American

government seized twenty~eight Italian, two German, and

thirty=-five Danlsh ships in American ports. The associa=
tion of Denmark with these two powers was unfavorable, as

the majority of readers would not notice the difference

55, §§ Y. Times, 1940, Ag. 16, Ps 5; Sept. 1, p. 19; Nov.
s P

56, N. Y. Times, Dec. 10, 1941, p. 10; Tribune, Dec. 10
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between Denmark and the Axis powers. Apart from the
differences in political status between these countries
and Denmark, the whole matter developed differently., For
instance, the German and Italian crews sabotaged their
ships in order that the Americans would not be able to
utilize them, and this sabotage precipitated the seizure.
The German and the Iéalian governnents prctested~vigdrously,
whereas Minister Kauff@ann decided not to forward to the
American government the protest by the government in
Copenhagen.”! The careful reader would also notice that
the Danish aailars;behaved as, and were being treated as,
friends of Denmark,5$_buﬁ the overall impression obtained
today from the papers is that not enough distinétion‘was
made between Denmark and the two other countries; The -

Journal-World made no distinction at all in its story,

which was headlined “US Seizes Ships to Halt Sabotage.”sg
The purpose of seizing the ships came out on April 9,

when Reosaveltlasked Congress for authority to lend or

57. H. Y. Times, Ap. 1, ps 1j Ibid., Ap. 3, p« 1; Tribune,
Mar, 3I, 1941, p. 1, p. 16} Gazette, Mar. 3, 1YLI, p.
1; Journal-World, Mar., 31, p, L, Ap. 1, p. 1. New
York Herald Tribune, Mar. 31, 1941, p. 3; 4p. 1, p. 8;
%g.é, VII; New York Daily News, Apr. 1, ps 2, ps 26~

58, Tribune, Ap. 1, back page.
59. Journal-iorld, Ap. 1, p. 1.
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sell the Danish ships to Great Britain.éa The autherity
was granted. The rest of the South American republics |
followed the Unite& States in seizing ships, but kept the
ships for themselves. In June and July many of the Danish
ships were assigned by a Congressional Committee to Ameri-
can shipping lines, but now the subject did not receive
much publicity.él

News about the Greenland Deal came to the public in
a release from the White House on April 10, 1941, 4ll the
papers had grasped that the deal was made by Kauffmann on
his own, because the Danish government was Yunder duress",
and thus this basis of Kauffmann's position got its first
real publicity since April, 1940. Most of the papers ex-
amined menticned that the date of the deal, the first
anniversary of the invasion, was intentiohally selected.éz
The New York Times wrote in an editorial: "It is well
known that the Danish government in Gopenhagen>is no long-

er a free agent, but a prisoner of the German Reich with

a loaded'pistol at its head,n®3

60. WN. Y. Times, May 8, 1941, p. 123 Tribune, Ape 9, pe
1; Gazette, Ap. 10, pe 13 May 12, Pe

61, N. Y. Times, all 1941: June 27 P 23 July 18 P
353 JuIy 22, p. 37; Aug. 8, p. 53‘ ’ i

62. N. Y. Times, Ap. 10, 1941, p. 1; Tribune, Ap. 10
1; L. &, Ti&ew, Ap.’lﬁ p: 1; Gazette, § 10, p. ﬁ,
Ap. 11, p. 33 Journal~?orld, Ape 10, p» Ap. 11, p. 3.

630  Ne Yo Tlmes, Ap. 11, 191}1, P 204
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The baﬁish government déclared the deal:void. This
declaration created a bad impression in those without a
clear knowledge of facts, but to counterbalance this decla=
ration there was the Kauffmann statement that he would stay
even if he were recalled to Denmark, This is exactly what
happened; Kauffmann was recalled, refused to go, and was
dismissed by the Copenhagen government. However, the Ameri-
can government continued to recognize Kauffmann as the rep-
resentative of the true Denmark,

"Ignoreé Puppet Rule", the fazette wrote,Acarrying
a photo and a friendly artigle ébout«bhe diplomat. The
lNew York Times had not only Kauffmann's photo, but also the

full text of the Hull-Kauffmann notes. The Journal-World

called making the deal in spite of the refusal of the Copen=

hagen government a "dodge". 6k 8till it cannot be said

that the paper wanted the deal undone; it just crltlcized

the administration for risking America's security.
One,significant'fact about the Greenland Deal is tha¢

after it had been concluded, Gréenland ceaséd to appear in

the headlines. The problem had been solved in a way, it

can safely be said, largely favorable to Denmark.,

On July 8, 1941, Americans relieved the Eritish,tfoops

64, N. Y. Times, Ap. 13, l9h1, p. 1; Ap. 15, p. 8; Ap.
17, pe 12; Tribune, Ap. 13, p. l Ap. 17, p. 3,
Gazette, Ap. 12, p. 1} Ap. 1k, p. 10, p. 2; Journale=
World, Ap. lh, editorial p. b4,
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on Iceland by occupying the islandq Again Cépenhagen pro=
tested. Hasselriis wrote a letter in the New York Times
saying that the Danish language newspapers in the States
were all for the American step in Iceland,és

” From Denmark there is, of course, much less news than
in 1940, Only the New York Times reports the trivial fea-
tures of 1life under the occupation: air raids, rations,
Danish labor seeking jobs in.Gérmany, political develop-
mentsaﬁé The other‘papers react only when more épectacular
things are happening, and in 1941 that is not very often.

The surrender of the ten torpedo boats in PFebruary,
1941, was described by messages from the Free Danish Press
Service in Stockholm that made it clear that the‘gcvernment
had surrendered only after many protests. The New York
Times mentioned that Denmark had resisted several earlier
démands, and that the Germans had brought very heavy press-
ure to bear on the government. The government had made
it a condition that the torpedo boats be used only for
guarding and training in the Baltic.67 The Los Angeles
Times mentioned that the crews disarmed the boats and left

the flags on half mast., %8

65. N« Y. Times, July 20, 1941, p. 7.

66, N, Y. Times, all references to 1941l: Jan. 29, p. 3
Aps 8, pe 14; Aug. 20, p. 5; Sept. 20, p. 2.

67# Ibid.’ }?ebi 9,, pb 16'
68, L. A. Times, Feb. 9, 141, p. I, 10,
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In 1ate’?ebruary; 1941, the Foreign Office disowned
the Danish Council in London, explaining that the govern-
ment in Ccpenhagen was Denmark's only government, and that
it recognized as its representative in London only Minister
Eduard Reventlow. 'Count Reventlow was loyal to the Copen=~
hagen government till, in November, 1941, he broke with it,
his reason being Denmark's adherence to the Anti-Comintern
Pact.ég‘

The Anti-Comintern Pact waé signed in Berlin, November
25, 1941, by the six old signatories to the first pact of
this name in 1936, and seven new countries signed, among
them Denmark. "Nazi Stooges to Sign Up Tuesday. Berlin
to Make Big Show of Axis Pact", the (azette proclaimed on
the front page November 24, Neither here nor in the other
examined papers was the difference between the majority of
Naéisb and Fascist countries on one hand, and subjugated
countries like Denmark and Finland brought out.7% There
was one éxception:v “The néw signers are to bé*..who have
contribuﬁed manpower in the battle againét Rﬁssia, occupied
Denmark and Bulgaria, and the Japanese sponsored Nanking

regime in China."” The Constitution in this sentence set

69. Tribune, Feb., 22, 1941, p. 6; N. Y. Times, Feb. 22,
P io . ' ‘

70. N. Y. Times, Nov. 23, 1941, p. 1; Nov. 27, p. 22;
Gazette, Nov. 2k, pe lj Journal-World, Nove 24, p. ke
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Denmark off ffom the Nagzi coﬁntries, and proceeded to pléce
it in the company of Bulgarial! The Los Angeles Times attempt-
ed an explanation that recalled the unhappy days of April, |
1940, The paper noted that Denmark's adherence seemed in=
congruous because of the omission of other occupieé states,
But, the Los Angeleé”2§§g§ explained, m"although Denmark is.
occupied, it has offered no resistance, and its government
is intact.n’t
. Favorable news from Denmark, news about resistance of
obstruction, was scarce. In January four officers in the
Danish afmy were sentenced for spying on the German army,
cne of them got life imprisonment. This case was mentioned
by the three biggest papers in this research.72
Only the New York Times wrote about the demonstrations
againsﬁ the surrender of the torpedo baats,73 and George
Axelsson, New York Times'! correspondent in Stockholm, sent
telegrams when important things went on. Goncerning Den-
mark's adherence to the Anti-Comintern Pact, he was kept
busy explaining how Scavenius fought with the rest of the

cabinet to make Denmark enter, and how strong the popular

71. Atlanta Constitution, Nov. 25, 1941, p. 1.

72. N. Y. Times, Jan. 27, 1941, p. 3; Trlbune, Jan., 27,
p. 2; L. &, Times, Jan. 27, I, p.

73 N..g. Times, Feb, 10, p. 7; Feb. 12, p. 8; Feb, 13,
p‘l . : i o




80

protests were against this step.7h

War on German nerves, the so-~called "cold shoulder",

was described by the New York Times75 and the Tribune,?6

and some hints of resistance and punishment of those ob-~

structing the cooperation policy can be found¢77

Christian X is secen from time to time on his horse, or

his bon mots are quoted;78 On his birthday in 1941, however,

only the inexhaustible New York Times writes about him and

the celebrations.

79

The Danish organizations in the States were busy organ~

izing commemorative g&therings on April 9, 1941; in Chicago

Francis Hackett spoke at a banquet;gc The A.F.D.F.D. was

active with releases about resistance

Danes wrote letters in support of Denmark.

81, and individual

82

A three-man mission from the Danish Council in London,

T
75,

764
77

78.

79.

80,
81,
82,

N. Y. Times, Nov. 28, p. 5, 7, L. Ao Times, Nov. 25,

1941, p. 'R
N. Y. Times, Mear. 2, 1941, p. 28; Ibid., July 8, p. 6«
Tribune, June 9, 1941, p. 3.

N, %i Times, 1941: July 13, pe 163 Aug.2l, p.31; Nov.l2,
Pe »

N. Y. Times, May 14, p. 7, photo; Nove. 3, p. 6.

N, ¥. Times, Sept. 27, p. 2.

Ibid., Mar. 31, p. 5; Ap. 6, P 25. Tribune sAp.6, III,p¢3.
N Y. Tlmes, July 10; p. 2.

Ibid., July 20, IV, p. 7.
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‘after their travel through the United States, pledged the
full cooperation of the 300,000 Danes in the States in
winning the waf, and assured that in Denmark the Germans
were being ridiculed and that they felt ill at ease.83
The New York Danes gave a dinner in honor of Minister Kauff-
mann, The planning of it, as well as a repcrt‘from it, éan

be found in the Times;gh‘

None of the years under cohsideration carries more perio=-
dical articles about Denmark than does 1940, on the other
.hand, none of these years sees as few articles about the
subject as*does 1941, |

Joachim Joesten, whose pessimistic views about Den-
mark we have already met, published articles in the Nation
in June, 1939, and January, 1940, in which he spelled out
his certainty that Scandinavia would be the next war theatre.
"That Denmark is élready virtually controlled from Berlin,
is not much of a seéret any longer."85 Time and Newsweek
struck sinister notes when, in March, 1940, they carried

articles about Scandinavia titled "Darkening Up Here" and

83. Ibid., July 27, p. 22.
4. Ibid., Dec. 28, 1941, II, p. 1; Ibid., Jan. 8, 1942, p.13.

85. Joachim Joesten, "Germany vs. Russia in the North,®
Nation, CIIL (June 24, 1939), 719-22; Joachim Joesten,
ls scandinavia next?" Nation, Cl (January 13, 1940),
lbl"l&l}o
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"Scandinavia: The Showdown is Near".aﬁ

April, lth, saw seven substantial articles in gréat
national magazines about Denmark., These articles were
generally better informed than the newspapers. They brought
out the background of the invasions, Germany's motives, the
Danish and Norwegian military preparedness (or rather lack
of it), and the amazing efficiency of the German invasion.
Greenland was immediately in the mind of these commentators,
and one of them, K. Hutchison, in the Nation, evaluated the
economic consequences to the United States of the invasions.
The best coverage of the events in April, 1940, was given

by Newsweek., Time was a little derogatory: MJithout much

fuss the easygoing Danes accepted /The German soldiers/,
rigid blackouts, no more light bser..‘"gi
Ten articles are almost equally distributed through=-

" out the rest of 1940, They tell about the transition to

86. "Darkening up~hereé" Time, XXXV (March &4, 1940), 19.

W. V. Pratt, "The Showdown Is near," Newsweek, XV
(March &4, 1940),26.

87. '"Northern Theatre," Time, XXXV {April 15, 19#0%, 25-26:
m"After Occupation,® Time, XXXV (April 29, 1940), 34:
"Scandinavia Engulfed in War by Lightning-like Nazi
Coup," Newsweek, XV {April 15, 1940), 21-23; "Denmark,"
Newsweek, XV (April 22, 1940), 17-21; "Rations a la
Reich: Danes and Norwegians Feeling Pinch of Involun-
tary Economy," Newsweek, XV {April 29, 1940), 24;
"Warts Shadow Falls over Western Hemisphere as Germans
Seize Denmark," Life, VIII (April 22, 1940}, 21-23,27-
36; K. Hutchison, "German Aggression and American Busi-
ness," Nation, CL (April 27, 1940), 540-41,
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war conditions; rations, German censorship, cooperation
policy, and bhefgeneral impression is that the Danes have
made the transition easily. In October we meet an old
acquaintance, Joachim Jaesten, who in an article "Did Sure
render Save Denmark" has the pleasure of seeing all his pro=-
phesies fulfilled. He answers his question in the negative
by saying that the Danes are being systematically looted
by the Germans, who can't even protect them against air
raids. Joesten's usual scepticism comes forth when he ex-
plains that the public schools have for a long time been
infected with Nazist ideas, ~but in the community singing
(the song fests) and the gathering round the king, he sees
indications that the nation has the will to "retain its
old culture and its soul."&g

The year 1941, however, ended with a favorable note,
as Francis Hackett at Christmas time published hig "Denmark

Under Duress" in the'New Republic. The article is friendly,

understanding, and trustful that the new anti-cooperative
spirit will carry Demmark through the war, for "lawlessness
and treachery create [:n the law-abiding Danes? an obduracy

that is immeasurable."S?

88. Joachim Joesten, "Did Surrender Save Denmark," Natxon,
CLI (October 5, 1940), 298-300. -

89. VFrancis Hackett, "Denmark Under Duress,® lew Republic,'
CIII (December 23, 1940), 861-63.
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In 1941 only eight articles were produced about Den-

mark. The New Republio in an ediﬁoﬁial in January under-

scored Hackett's picture of German looting by facts 6b~
tained from an AmericaneScandinavian Foundation leaflet.”"

Joachim Joesten, in the‘only periédical comment of
more than superficial value about the Greenland Deal,
praises Kauffmannts courageous stand, 71 Time brings facts,
but no opinion of the German looting, and assures its read-
ers that Denmark is not contented and prospercus as Goebbels
wants the world to believe. Christian X's mounting impor-
tance is recognized.’?

In December the Danish-born foreign policy commentator,
Gunnar Leistikow wrote in the Nation that the adherence to
the Anti-Comintern Pact is resented by the Danes, who are
all againsp the occupiers. Thus there is a sort of sabotage,
not spectacular like in other occupied countries, but effec-
tive. '"Nobody is organizing this~~there is no underground
movement of importance--but it is as general as it is spon=

taneous" Leistikow concludes‘,g3

90. "Nazis in Denmark," New Republic, CIV (January 6, 1941),5.

91. Joachim Joesten, "Hitler Lcses'Greenland,ﬁ Nation, CLIi,
(April 19, 1s41], 471-72. | —==

92. ;Shagow of the Swastika," Time, XXXVIII, (July 21, l9h1),
2=2

93. Gunnar Leistikow, "Denmark Signs up," Nation,CLIII,
(December 13, 1941), 607-08.
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The only book published in 1940 about Denmark was

Francis Hackett's I Chose Denmark in which the well known

Irish-American author, who married a Danish journalist,
Signe Toksvig, explains why he chose Denmark. The well
written book is full of praise and sincere love for Denmark,
and must have made the readers think well of the country.

To a Dane, however, reading it several years later, the
bock is scmewhat boring because there are no criticisms to

counterbalance the overflowing praise.gh

Oy ggzngms Hackett, I Chosz Demmark (N, Y.: Doubleday,
0). :




CHAPTER V

AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION OF DENMARK
FROM JANUARY, 1942 TO SEPTEMBER, 1943

The pericd to be dealt with in this chaptér starts in
the beginning of 1942, after the United States actually
entered the war and joined the United Nations; it ends in
August-September, 1943, when Denmark virtually entered the
war, |

The American opinion of Denmark in this period shows
a steady improvement over that in the previous period.

The coverage is more complete, and the opinionsvexprease&
about Denmark grow more favorable till the crescendo of
late August, 1943, gives Denmark more publicity than she
had ever enjoyéd before, and has, so far, ever known since.

The events of August to September, 1943, are so im-
portant that the last half of the chapter will be devoted
to them, whereas the first half will deal with the events
from January, 19h2'to August, 1943,

The attack on Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941, meant
that all problems as to right and wrong in the war suddenly
disappeared.ﬁ In the public mind America was right, and
so were the Allies; the enemies were all wrong. Fortunately
Denmark, though not an actual Ally, had placed itself among
the friends of America., Thus the writer believes that

Mrs. Toksvig is not right in thinking that Americans were
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less friendly to Denmark after they had joined the war.l

On January 2, 1942, outstanding statesmen from twehty-
six countries in Washihgﬁon signed the United Nations!:
pledge to fight for the ideals of the Atlantic"Charter
till the Axis powers weré defeated. The next day Minister
Kaufimann signed the pledge on behalf of Mthe Dénish Nation™
and "Danes in the free worid". 0f the papers studied only
the New York Times noted this, and then on page thirty-six,
but the Allied governments, well informed people, and most
Danish~Americans knew about it and could disseminate this
knowledge, The Los Angeles Times explained sympathetically
why Denmark did not sign the pledgé as a counﬁry: "Denmark
has no refugee government éarrying on the war against Ger-
many, as do Poland,'leland, Norway, and others."z

The Danish-ﬁmérican organizations and friends of Den-
mark were active in this period and had finevpublicity in
the New York Times. Thus the American-Scandinavian Founda-
tion,3 Nrs., Ruth Bryan Owen, onetime American minister to

6

Denmark,“ Minister Kauffmann,5 and Hasselriis™ expressed

l. Letter from Signe Tokuv1g to writer; Virum, Denmark,
February 2, 1957.

2. N. g. Times, Jan.4,1942,p.36;Los Angeles Times,Jan.4,1942,
pe 5.

3. Ibid., Feb. 9, 1942, p. 11.
L. Ibid., June 10, 1942, p. 12.
5. Ibid., March 14, 1943, p. 23; Ap. 10, 1943, p. 3.
6. Ibid., March 25, 1943, p. 3. |
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faith that the Danes would be firm against their oppressofs,
and that they would ultimately regain their freedom. There
were letters and interviews to the same effecﬁ.7‘ There was
even a notice in the New York Times when Jean Hersholt
succeeded to the presidency of the National America Denmark
Associat;ion.‘8

There was very little unfavorable news, the men of the
Danish news exchange in 8toc§holm and London had seen ﬁo‘
it that mostly the favorablevside of life in Denmark re-
ceived publicity. But it was mentioned, when the Copen-
hagen government‘considered ousting the Danish minister in
London, who broke with his government because of its ad-
herence to the Anti-Comintern Pact of November 25, 194159

After the telegram crisis in 0ctobér~and November,
1942, Scavenius took cémpleﬁe control of the govérnment
as Prime Minister and Foréign Minister. In a declaration
of November 10 he pledged Danish aid to Germany. Good rela-
tions with Germany were vital to Denmark, so Scavenius

declared that the new government would not tolerate

7. Ibld. July 2, 1942, p. 9; dan. 27 l9h3 . 203 July
W:J, > 5. ’ 3 ’ s P | H

8. Ibido, June 214-, 19h3, Pe b
9. Ibid;, March 10, 1942, p. 5.
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"sabotage and other crimes."io The Tribune had good rea-
son to headline this telegram "New Danishvﬁégime Pledges}«
Aid té Germany", and feaders had good reason to doubt Den-
marks position in- the great war.ll

A few days later it was reported in the New York
Times that "Nazis Tie Demmark to War Machine. Her Yards
to Build Ships for Germans, Industry to Supply Fortifica-
tions Material." The reader who read all of the article
would find at the end information about new hardships ime
posed on the Danes, a consequence of the “obstinacy to the
blessings of the 'New Order?,, "2

Far more frequent was the favorable news, and fortuna-
tely it had better publicity. There were many indications
that the Danes were ill at ease unéérfthe German occupa=-
tion, and they demonstrated te an increasing degree that
Denmark was not the "model Protectorate' that Hitler had
intended it to be.

The Danish Nazis were extremely unpopular with the

population and were often attacked by it.13 Their Free

10, Ibid., Nov. 10, 1942, p. 8; Nov, 11, 1942, p. 63
Journal-iyorld, Nov. 11, 1942, p. L4; Constitution, Nov.
11, 1942, p. 3.

11, Tribune, Nov, 11, 19&2, ps e

12. N. Y, Times, Nov. 18, 1942, p. 3.

13. 1Ibid., Feb, 9, 1942, p.iB;”March 2, 1943, p. 9.
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Corps Denmark, consisting of,valunteers, willing to fight
for the Germans, returned from the East Front in late
September, 1942, and iﬁmediately its members were involved
in riots with the population. The Germans had to send them
back to the front to restore peace and order,1% These
skirmishes prové how little was needed to enrage the people;
a gréaﬁer revolt: was fermenting.

There wasg a reai fear during the telegram crisis of
October and November, 1942, that the Germans would establish
a military dictatorship. Tensions created by the King's
reply to Hitler were increased by the troubles with the
Free Corps in September and October, 1942, and the crisis
was not solved until Scavenius in early November took over
a more pro-German government. The positions of military
and civil commanders were handed to the ruthless soldier,
General von Hanneken, and the confirmed Nazist, Dr, Werner
Best, respectively. At the height of the crisis, the Los

Angeles Daily News carried a three-column headline "Danes

Apprehensive, Fear Nazi Occupation Regime," which reflected

the fear of those days, but did not recognize that many
15

Danes wanted "Norwegian conditions,."

1k, All references to 1942: Ibid., Oct. 2, p. 3; Ibid.,
Cct. 7, p» 53 Ibid., Octe. &, p. 9; Ibid., Oct. 9,
p. 8; lbid,.,, Oct, 11, p. 29; Ibid., Oct. 13, p. 10j
Gazette, Oct. 6, p. 1; Ibid., Oct. 7, p. 1; Journal=-
goria,lOct. 6, p. 3; 1bid., Oct. 7, p. 4; Ibid., Oct.
y P Lo

15, Los Angeles Daily News, Oct. 14, 1942,
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J. Christmas Hoeller, the leader of the Danish Con-
servative Party, was the first to be forced from a cabinet
position by the Germans. He indulged in illegal activities,
and by the spring of 1942, his continued stay in Denmark
had become too dangerous. After a dramatié flight. he reach-
ed England in May, 1942, and as chairman of the Danish |
Council in London he comménted on developments in Denmark
and spurred resistance. Some of his statements were re-
ported in the New York Timesz, and in‘May 1942, he assured
the British that ninety-eight percent of the Danes were
behind the Allies,1®

From the spring of 1942 the New York Times regularly
told about jailings of men from the resistance movement .1’
A Reuter's story from London, November 25, 1942, printed
in the‘New York Times and the.Los Angeles Times, told that
for the first time Danes had been sentenced by:a German
court martial-~two persons listributing illegal papers had
received five and ten years rQSpectively.lg The Germans

were becoming concerned over the parachutists that were

16, Times, May 15, 1942, p. 11, Other statements by Christ-
mas foeller are in: Ibid., June 4, 1942, p. 9; June
13, l9h2,‘p- 9; AF' IG’ lghB; pa 30

17. Ibid., March 5, 1942, p. 5; Mar. 31, 1942, p. 10; Sept.
Ts 1942, p. 33 Ded. 12, 1942, p. 4; Feb. k4, 1943, p. 8;
May 1, 1943, p. 5; May 9, 1943, p. 6.

18, 1Ibid., Nov. 26, 1942, p. 11, Los Angeles Times, Nov,
26, 1942, Pe ke
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being landed from Great Britain. Large sums were promised
for information leading to their seizure. One df the tele«
grams suggested that the Danes were tricking the Germans,
as they spread parachute material where no parachutists
had bean.lg Another razszia against thé illegal éapars
was made in February, 19433 a UP story told that twenty- |
eight Danes had received prison terms up to ten years "for
aiding enemy parachutists and editing an ellegal paper."20

March 23, 1943, an election was held for both houses
of the Danish Parliament and all the local assemblies. ‘The
Germans must have expected a victory for their followers,
otherwise they would not have allowed this election, the
only free one in occupied Europe. The election saw the
biggest turnout of voters of any Danish election, and the
German expectations were crushed when the Danish Nazi Party
gained only some 12,000 votes and did not increase its
frepr%éentationrin Parliament. The five cooperating demo-
cratic parties received a strong vote of confidence, and
Scavenius, the spiritual father of the cooperation policy,
had another few months of political existence.,

The election is‘mentioned in the Tribune and the Jourhal~

World, and the New York Times, in addition, reports the

19. Ibid., June 9, 1942, p. 7.
20, Ibid., Feb. 25, 1943, p. 5.
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election figures.zl Comments on the election were given
by Christmas Moeller from London, and by Hasselriis from

22 and the New York Times

the office of Friends of Denmark,
devoted a sympathetic and admiring editorial to it.23v

A wireless story by George Axelsson, Stockhoim, March
31, 1943, is typical of the wide variety of news from Den-
mark printed in the New York Times. Axelsson tells about
the protest of the eight Danish bishops against German
anti-Semitic propaganda and arbitrary arrests, Six hund-
red architects complained to the pro-Nazi minister of jus=~
tice about the unsanitary conditions in the state prison
in Copenhagen, where many persons of the resistance move-
ment were jailed. The story finally contained a notice
that 200 Danes had been arrested in Aarhus, Jutland, after
the last sabotage wave, ¥

Sabotage was the most effective form of resistance
and also the one most spectacular in the eyes of foreign |
observers. From the summer of 1942 sabotage increased,

and the biggest American papers were pretty well informed

about this. Here are a few headlines from the New York

21. Ibid., March 24, 1943, p. 3; Ibid., March 25, 1943,
Pe 3; Tribune, March 25, 19437 p. p. Lj Journal-World
March 25, LVEB, pe Lo

22. Both: New York Times, March‘ZS, p. 3.
23+ 1Ibid., March 25, 1943, p. 20.
24, Ibid., April 1, 1943, p. 10.
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Times, one-column headlines of usually one or two inch
stories: "Danes VWreck Hazi Power Lines™; "Nazis VWarn
Danes to Curb Sabbnagé"; "Premier Warns Danes Against
Sabotage"; "Sabotage Razes Danish War Plant","with two
photos of the destruction; "Danish Youths sallied Nightly

from Prison to Commit Sazbotage Against German Army" (a

story taken from Demmark--Fight Follows Surrender, a
Friends of Denmark publication};’ané "Danish Saboteurs
Burn 5 Factories".25

In a New Year's survey of the occupied Furopean coun-
tries, the New York Times wrote about Denmark: Scandina-
vian reports said a wave of sabotage and passive resistance
in Denmark had forced the Germans to establish an anti-
sabotage corps numbering 15,000 men."zé

{ing Christian received more attention in the New
York Times in this period than in the previous one. It
feported that he was cheered, salutated, and greeted on
the occasion of his thirty-years anniversary as King in
May,'19h2.27 The king's "Thank you™-telegram to Hitler

was mentioned,?® and when the old monarch fell from his

25, 1Ibid., July 15, 1942, p. 8; Ibid., Aug. 23, 1942, p. 25;
Tbid., Sept. 3, 1942, p. 6; Ibid., Feb. 20, 1943, p. 63
ibid., March 8, 1943, p. 6; Ibid., Ap. 6, 1943, p. 3.

260 Ibidu, DQCG 31, 1913'2’ P 60

27. Ibid., May 16, 1942, p. 3.

2¢. Ibid., Oct. 6, 1942, p. 6.
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horse and was injuréd it tal& how the people held their
breath. The New York Times on page two carried a photo
and an article three ﬁuarters of a column 1omg,29 and
noted that for a time he was so ill from the complications
of his fall that he had to turn over the government to his
son, Crown Prince Frederik.3C At the Royal birthday Septe
ember 26, 1943, so shortly after the August outburst, Danes
were forbidden to gather, but the New York Times told that
they waved their flags in honor of the king.Bl ;

vThe other papers do not seem to consider King Chris-
tiants doingsanews; even the Tribune's interest in rovalty
had faded, -Not until the August, 1943, crisis does he
appear regularly, with photos and biographical sketches,
to receive praise and recognition,

Search for editorials was rewarded only in the case
of the New York Times. An editorial on October 9, 1942,
in this.all~covering paper recognized Denmark's resistance
and warned the Danes of giving in to the most recent Cere
man demands.>® The New York Times also carried two editor-

ials triumphantly declaring that Denmark was not at all a

29. ibid., Oct. 20, 1942, p. 2.
30. Ibid., Oct. 28, 1942, p. 11.
31. Ibid., Sept. 25, 1943, p. 3.
32. Ibid,, Oct. 9, 1942, p. 20.
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"model countr&ﬂ, that thefaafmans had broken their pledges,
and that the Danish reaction to Nazism was fiérce resistance,
"The Nazi Rot in Denmark® was the title of an editorial in
‘January, 1943, which concluded: "The moral, as the Free
Danes long ago decided, is that the oniy way to get on with
Hitlerism,yis to kill it,"33 A report from the Office of
War Information in the New York Times in August, 1943, rec-
ognized the significance of Danish shipping in Allied ser-
vice, and of the Danish underground movenent , 3

4 glance at the footnotes in the first half of this
chapter reveals that the documentation to an overwhelming
degree comes from the New York Times, The fact is that
the other papers examined carried news about Denmark only
when spectacular events took place there. Such events
were scarce in the pericd from January, 1942, to August,
19433 but in August and September, 1943, all the papers
had a chance to domonstrate what they thought of Denmark.,

Only once during the Second World War did Denmark fige
ure on the front pages of American newspapers for any con-
siderable length of time. The occasion was the "people's
revolt" at the end of August, 1943, and its effect on

American public opinion of Denmark was very good. Denmark

33, Ibid., Ap. 8, 1942, p. 18; Ibid., Jan. 23, 1943, p. 12.
314'0 Ibidw, -&gc 11&’ 191}'3’ pi 12.
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came to stand as an Ally, as the country that refused to
continue its relatively good relatiocns with the-cccupatinﬁ'
power, and voluntarily chose to become'an enemy of the Nazi
regime.

For cne whole month, approximately August, 20 to Sept-
ember 20, 1943, news of Denmark is found in all the papers
examined, gnd for about a week, August 27 to September 3,
Denmark is on the front pages. As the amount of informa-
tion is overwhelming, it is impossible here to tell the
whole stery. Therefore the reader is directed to the sume
mary given in Chapter II, Here we will study which facets
of the complex pattern were emphasized by the press, and
this is studied most profitably in headlines and editorials.

The months of July and August, 1943, were very hot.
Influenced by the great Allied victories in Africa and
Russia, the smoldering discontent of the Danes broke out
in open flame, and an unprecedented wave of riots and
sabotage swept over the country. 'Many Hurt in Danish

Riots" wrote the Los Angeles Daily News in a sympatheticv

article.35 'The Germans demanded that saboteurs be tried
by German courts, but withdrew the demand August 17, as

the Danish government threatened to resign.36

35. Los Angeles Daily News, July 16, 1943.

360 Times, _Augo 17, 1914-3, P 7', Aug. 18, 191&3, P l};
Trioune, Aug. 18, 1943, p. 6.
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UDisorder Wave Riées; Denmark Parties to Meet", the
Tribune notéd on August 20,37 whereas the Atlanta Constitu-
tion carriéd the slightly misleading headline "Danes Study
Flans For Open Rebellion; Sabotage Is Rampant."Bs

August 21, a general strike was considered probable,
and a statistical report was produced showing that sixty
plants had been sabotaged in the last ten days-imore thor-
ough than air power", George Axelsson remarked, The ggggg'
nal-World editorial on August 21 was titled; "Danes Hard
to Hold", and began: "Denmark was the country most easily
and quickly overrun by the German wave of conquest; but
tho easy to take, it is proving hard to hold." The Journal-
World finally explained why sabotage of factories and rail-
roads was important.39 |

A government proclamation signed by Scavenius and the
king admonished that the sabotage stop, in order that the
trial of saboteurs could stay in Danish hands. The Tribune
headlined it on August 22: "Halt Sabotage, Daﬁes Warned

By Government. Edict Seen as Victory over Nazi Demands."ko

37. lbid., Aug. 20, 1943, p. 5; Journal-World, Aug.20, 1943,
Pe In '

38, Constitution, Aug. 20, 1943, p. 1.

39, Tribune, Aug. 21, p. 7; N. Y. Times, Aug. 20, p. L;
JournaI:World, Aﬁg. 21: Pe Lo S ’ ’

40, Tribune, Aug. 22, p. 1; N. Y. Times, Aug. 22, p. 1,
Pe I?;BConstitution, Aug, 23, p. I; Journal-tiorld,
Aug. 23, P Lo
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"Hold Protest Parades", the Gazette wrote about the
Danes August 25, and another Gazette headline on that day
was: "German Troops into Copenhagen; Three Divisions
Attempt to fuell Riots and Sﬁrikes in Danish Capital.“hl
The press reported that the provincial cities flared up
with riots, sabotage and persecutions and the New York
Times summed up the events of August 25 with "Nazi Machine
Guns Cover Capenhagen; Denmark's Capital Reported Awaiting

Climax of 10 Days Series of Sabotage," The Constitution

had the strange headline "King $till Popular', which cer-.

tainly did not reveal any understanding of Christian X's

position,hz
The Gagzette on August 27 had: "People's Revolt to

New Heights; Authorities Féil in Efforts to Halt Wave of

Riots."™3 w120 Arrested in Rioting...Troops out of Ccntrol;

King Threatens to Quit if Nazis Seize Denmark."hh The

Journal-World expresses fear that "the rising fairly cer-

tain to occur some time...may be a little premature,m*?

4Ll1. Gazete, Aug, 25, p. l; Journal-World, Aug. 24, p. be

L2, N, Y. Times, Aug.lzé, p; 8; Tribune, Aug. 26, p. 1;
Constitution, Aug. 26, p. 113 Journal-World, Aug. 26,
p. l; Gazette, Aug. zé, e 1 ‘ »

43. Ibid., Aug. 27, pe. 1; N. Y. Times, Aug. 28, p. 6.

klo, Constitution, Aug. 29, p. 1.

45. Journal-iorld, Aug. 29, p. 1, pe b




100

The Los Angeles Daily News introduced a new aspect through

its article "Chutists Aid Sabotage in ﬂenmark."#é

The fevolt in Denmark reached its culmination on Aug-
ust 29, The next day it was spelled out in triumphant
headlines by the American press. The bigger the papers
the bigger the headlines; thus the New York Times devoted

four columns on its front page to Denmark, the‘ConStitution

and the Tribune had as much a3 eight columns, but the

Gazette, the Journal-lorld, and the Los Angeles Daily News

thought three columns sufficient. But the feelings express-
ed through the headlines were the same, as a few examples
will demonstrate. The Tribune flagged "Danes Scuttle War-
ships", carried a photo of Christian X, and had minor
headlines like "Several Killed in Riots* and "Tanks Roll
into Capital".57  The Gazette had "Nazi Guns on Denmark;
Sink Many Small Craft in Flight; Scuttled Navy Burns
Fiercely; King Christian is Interned.“hg And the Los
Angeles Daily News criéd: "Danes Revolt, Sink Fleet, 9

The Constitution carried a photo of "vemerable King Christ-

ian of Denmark" in admiralt's uniform and a loﬁg article

46. Los Angeles Daily News, Aug. 27.
47. Tribune, Aug. 30, p. 1, p. 6.

L8, Gazette, Aug. 30, p. 1, pe 2.
L9, Los Angeles Daily News, Aug. 30, p. 1.
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about him by a specialist on royalty.ﬁo

The details of the scuttling and the fight of the army
were brought.out in the followiﬁgldays with headlines as:
"17 Hold off 200 Soldiers"®l, and "Fight till Shells Are
_Gone",ﬁz‘whibh‘iﬁdicabed~ﬁhe dramatizing tendency., The
politicai event reported on August 31 was the arrest of
the king and the cabinet; on this occasion the Tribune had
Scavenius' picture on its‘front’page; the Los Angeles Daily
News had “Germans Jail Danish Leaders in Wholesale Revolt
Roundup."?3 Editor Ralph McGill wrote in his column in

the Constitution a personal memory of Denmark. During a

New Year's party in Copenhagen in 1938 he had met a young
Dane who was very bitter because his country seemed to be
complacent, and lacking the will to defend itself. "Den~
mark is rotten™ he shouted to the astounded party, and he
made a deep impression on McGill, The article recalled
that the Danes did not fight when they were attacked, and
went on: "Ihe Danes have revolted. It cost them not so
dearly. A few hundred were killed, others will be killed."

The main result was that an&ther'ﬁ&rman scheme had failed.

50. Consgtitution, Aug. 30, p. 1, p. 2.

51, Journal-World, Sept. 1, p. kL.

52, Los iAngeles Daily News, Sept. 2.

53. Tribune, Aug. 31, p. l; Gazette, Aug. 31, p. 1; N, Y.
Times, Aug. 31, p. 3; ibid., Sept. 1, p. 1; Los Angeles
Daily News, aug. 31.
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MeGill conclu&ed thatbhis young bitter friend must have
been anbng those resisting in these days; "I know he is
happy. /Thé Danes can hold up their heads again.ﬁsa

The'gfaat battle was lost by the Gérmans. They tried
to reestablish the government, but Scavenius refused to
serve again. "ﬁanevhefuses Nazi Offer to Form a New Govern-
meht", as the Gazette expressed‘it.ss Next the department‘
heads appointed as ministers declined to serve, and the
party leaders finally refused any cooperatiqn.56

In general the attention paid to Denmark decreased
after September 3, when the invasion of Italy took place
and dgmanded the.interest of' the reading public, Only the
New Yérk Times and the Tribune still reported the Danish
events as for instance when German rule, relaxed for a
while, was tightened again on September 4. In these days
of the aftermath of the revolt there appeared a couple of
letters in praise of Danish resistance, notably bne by

Signe Toksvig in the New York Times, and from Chicage and

Los Angeles came news of Hersholt's tireless work for

54, Constitution, Aug. 31, p. ©O.
55. Qazette, Sept. 2, p. 13 Tribune, Sept. 3, p. L.
56. N. Y. Times, Sept. 3, p. 4; 1b1d., Sept. 1lh4, p. 7;

lbid-, E;epto 21, Pe 10 Ibidn, Uct. ll, P 5; ibld.’
Uct, 19, p. &; Tr ibune, Oct. 19, p. k.
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NeA.D.A.57 In the middle of September there were new
threats bf)increasing martial law, restrictions because
of mora/sabotage, reported only in the New Yerkvziggg.ss

| It is interesting that the New York ggﬁgg takes a

calmer attitude‘teward Danish events than the other papers
during the frantic month of August, 1943. The New York
Times' understanding of the intricate political problems
is much better than that of any other paper. Of course
the New York Times continously had news of develmpments
in Denmark, and had at its disposal George Axelsson in
Stockholm, who received his news from the Free Danish Press
Service there,

The other papers tended to concentrate on the pictur-
esque, dramatic events, and no full understanding of the
events in August, 1943, can be obtained from them. They
raised King Christian X to & new pitch of publicity which
he hardly deserved; his picture appeared in them, and they
informed their readers when "the venerable king" was ine
terned.

The fact stands out that Denmark received wide pub-
licity, and that there was only one opinion of Denmark by
the middle of September, 1943: That of deep admiration and
recognition as a worthy Ally.

57. HN. Y. Times, Sept. 6, p. 16; Tribune, Sept. 4, p. 12;
Chicago News, Aug. 30, 1943; Tos angeles Daily News,

RUg. 31.
580 N- Yo Times, Septo 15’ pt 3.
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The New York Times in an editorial of August 31, 1943,

titled: "Denmark the Victorious" summarized the events and
gave its opinion. The Germans had broked their pledges,
and "this land of enlightenment and civilization was to
sit quietly'while the Goths clumped’through the streets."
But "Contemptuous, cuperior, correct the Qanes kept their
unwelcome guests at arm's length for three years;...the
stalwart kihg spoke and acted for them all,"™ The break
came when the Danes would not obey the German demands any=-
more, and "over night a peaceful population became ferocious.”
As to the significance of the events, "This is certain,
what has happened in Denmark is a German defeat."sg

Still more favorable was the letter from Secretary of
State Hull to Kauffmann September 2, 1943, Headlined "Hull
Will Continue to Deal with Envoy. Sees no Change in Status,
He tells de Kaﬁffmann“ the letter asserted that the Secre-
tary was "proud of this re-affirmation of your country's
devotion to the principles of freedom and democrac<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>