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CHAPTER I 

lt taltes but ·a glance at edu.oa.tiona.l booka and 

periodioala to discover that there ia and has been for 
soma tirie a gana:tia.l -dissatisfaction among all educators 

and teachers of English. especially, with rafarance to tho 
taacJhi~~ of gnglish. English aoti:raea. both in literature 
and composition. have boen cr1tie1aed and oond~mnad re• 
peate{1ly. 

"St·udents ontoring high aohool do not have 
thoro~1gh tratnin.~ in grammar a.nd componit:ton,n writes one 
ari tic; while :).notbor says ·that college freshmen wri ta 
compoeit.ions \ffro1•thy of high school freshmen. 

l 
J. w. Searaon,profassor of English at the 

University of rrebrs.aka and wall-knovm writer in tnia field. 

quotas John B. rVisoly of Terra Haute,\ Indiana, thus: 
\ 

"I think we naed ,a fi'!'ring of reaponsi bill ty 

aspao!ally vrl. th regard. to the machanlos of .English. I am 

extremely weary of ()Orreoting crude errors in English in 
· the v1ork of my 'freshmen students, mistakes in the spelling 

·of common words, !Hlnotu.ation. santanoe struotnre,. ato. 
I don't sea why these things cannot be taught in the grades· 

1. J. w. Setiraon, 0 Determ1n1ng a. La.n.g-unge Reform." Eng. 
Jr. Feb •• 1H24. 



and :tr; ~;he hi!!h school, ·an,1 I ;~hO~lld ii·~a tC) aao iniJi;,•iduul 

te rLn~;:1 hold r11Btiom1ible fo1• u. par·t o:r this ala~·'!) ntury bu.t 
.. 

:f11nd.an~o n t. nl ~~.ro dr .. it . 

teach ~n~lish, rocolva in the ~nrio~s·univor0itios lo at• 

tacbaa many times. 

The reoult of thano ~ypioal criticisms han bean s 

gr~at num~or.of e~parlManta in .tho teaching of ~nglish. 
' 1. :". 

1'he IJational Council of Teaohors of ,'~ni:;ltsh hue 

. ' 
~3hoq.lf3 ho he·.ir:U.~r :;·~tT•0t:rnod· in a· 11natlon.-,-;t<le co-oporation 

busina0a lsttors, for~~. Brio , and reports; and ability to 

meohanicB of ~~rn~linh n.ro ofluentinl. ArnOrn·? the rnont urt~ont 

neado, to !~prove tho toachin~·of ~n~llsh~ ara: dsfinito 

sn.r,roy of tho toa.ohing of lnrn~nago and li toratu.ro; v.nd 

l J ~:' r.• a~1 ~(:'lion • • ., I • >.) '·'' :'. Q . t 

J ..... ~j\ . b i·· OC'}f; .... 1 e .• • . 'OJ(~,.:... 
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. . 
.~mpbasts of meohanioa to attainsk11l in the use of English 
as ato~1• Thf mechanlcs of Eng~tsti seem,indira~tly or 
dii.-eotly related to theae,noeas,. 

' . 

'snob articles a.s "A. Stat1at1oal .study of Usage 
. ' l 

and of Ohild.ren*s irrota in Cap1tal1sation", "A ... Laboratory - . 2· ' 
Experiment .in English Oomposit1on"• "~elli.ng Engliali, Lit·· 3 . ' 
eratttre to Mon•Litarary Studentsn• f'A~Stat1at1oal Study of , . 4 ,! 

Current :usage in Pu.nctu.atton'1 , and such new: books a.a Tanner• s 
. ' " . 

"Oompositlon and Rhetoric" and Httchcock'a ''Junior English 

Boolt~ e:re illustrative of research and.writings Vlhioh have 
been made in th& effort to 1r"p~o11e,. conditions 1n the 
tanchin~f of Englialh 

Tbrou,ghot1t these wi.-1 tings .1~di~ootly or diraotly 

is stressed ·the necessity of ,taa.ohtng. in the grades, and 

of ·f~ll()wing up. in the high school. _akill in th~ mechanics 

of. Eng~1sh. •. A· reasonable knowled~e a~d .1'raot1oe of oo~reat 

cap! tali:at1o~ •.. spelling. punotuat1on, .. grammar. and sent• 
. ' 

ence at:rmctt11.'e is _essential for effective v10-rk in· organize.~· 
tion, oontont. and ~anaral excellence of v~t~ten oomrosition. 

Thaee facts nuggest . a study in the rolati ve per-
, . . . . . . . 

siatenoy of errors in English aompoaition-. The purpose of 
the atttdy ia to furnish a basis for· direction of effort· by 

11 by s. L. l?re;;sey in tho English Journal, Dec•, 1924. 
2. by lfllmor O. Statt:f'f er in tho English Jou.rnal, Jan,• 1925 • 

. 3. by John J. Pa'fJ1:-y in the English Journal, Jan.,. 1924. . 
4. by Helen Ruhlan and s. L .. Pressey in the English Journal, 

l1ay. 1924. 



both taaahars and. pupils,· 

A few of the -articles marl.ti onad abovo are .!nd:lroo t1;v: 

related to th:t'a -i;st11dy at~ thay. also,· ~.~1ggast ohungea to .he 

mnda in tha taaohi.n~ of composl ti on. ,1.SxJ)t:u.•lrnents that bear 

direotlz on thia p1"oblam are few .in m1mbor. 

In 1917, Roy I. Johnso.n mndo a atutl:1. ·the primary 

pi1rpose. of. ~-'~hich wua to discover t
1The Paroistenoy of Error· l . . 

in ;~nglish C}omponit~.on." It was oa1"riacl ol1t in Kans.as City, 

IJisso1rri •. A se1~iaa of throa fi fteon .... minuta wrl tten axar-. 

cises was gi van t·o a group of high school freshmen from four 

·schools u.nd to the collage· freshmen of tho Junior Collef~f.h 

132 com11lat~ aat13 of ezeroh1as wore collected from tho. high 

~chool students; while 66 ware collected from the oollo~a. 
' 

.A ucategory of Errorsu, lncl!~ding only tochnioa.l ones, was 

cor111ilad and tho errors f;;mnd tn ·those pa.rors wnre <lie ... 

tribu1;oo into ltl {liYlsions. r!rumerous comp1ttations an<l oor-

relutions lod. t;o tho conclusion that ·the. condition than VlaS 

one tl~~:tt ·1ndi.cu;tad a !~onaral neecl of increased amJ)h!n:is 

u1)on the maohnnicZ:1 of JJngliEih Cor:;pdol ti on. Ey discovor..1.ng tho 

rank£~, i.n pa:t""[?istonn;,1, of the rnujo1"" classes of arr-or, Johnson 

ai1g~·ea.ted a S'.:i·3ntl fio basis fot' the di reo-tion .of effort. 

R. L. I.ayrr.an, of the 11nivetanity of Chicago, in 1918 

1N1da a stua.~1 invo1ving dsta f1•om for1r high EJohoola. Ho u~ed 

1. 11J>ersistenoy of .l~rror :tn ~ngllah Compoal·tionn • R'. I. 
Johnson._Sc~ool Ro~low 25:5~5-~0, Oct. '17 • 

• 
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a method sirr1tla~ to Johnson's, vd.th the .excep~io?l. that he 

em:ployed a' ~iva-m1~te ~preparation. beforf:) writing t' used' only 

narrative axarai·ses,, snit dlstribu.·tad ·the erro~s aocordlng to· 

Johnaon.'s category lnith the purpose ·o,f answar~·ng .·tha· ... following 

quastioi1s: 

111 What relation ;ex1ata between fluency ·of ex• 

praasion andmachan1onl aootiracy? 
2, What relation ex1ata between flu~nay and 

genaral excellence apart from meohanles? 

fJ. What relation e:xiats· betwaar1 maohnnical accuracy 

. an(l general exoellanoe? 

· F~llowing· the distribution of e-rroro~ •. computation 

of rati.o of e:r:ro1•a par pnpil and par·· v1drds, of· ranks of errors 

according to ·frequency, and o:f rntio o·f error~ tn lo~ and· 

· short thamea, ied. to tho conolus·ion that there 1a a poa1 tive 

correlation batw·een fluency· ana. acu~1raoy, as those pupils 

tvho \Vri te flnontly s.ra · freest from moohanioal errors• 

·As a be.oia of 11ganaral excollencen tho·papera were 

rated. acoording to· the. •*aai'vard•llewton Sos.le for Narratives'',,. 

.a ole.seif'iot:itio.n based. on a list of t:ualifications of a good 

narrattva. and ahor11ing ranks of A. ·100--93; D~ · 92--azi o. 82•7&; 

D. 1"/6-66; and E. lfarious oompariaona ·vmre· •msda. :&'or one of 

~besa, a ta.'bla waa arranged 'to shot11 dlvia!on o.f themas 

1. "Flueno:v. Accuracy, arid .General ·mxo~llenoo 1ri I~nglish 
Ooml>Oei t1on" ~ ·R .• L. LSfrna.n, · soh.ool Rev~iow · 26: 85•1001 Feb., •1e 



' . 
aaoordlng to length f tha l~m:il::a· being 0 to 50, 51 to 100, 101 · 

to 150, eto. number of. words) in. tlie ganaral e1wallenco· scale 

. of A, B, 0 1 D, and E. ilnother t~ble wa~ prepared to ay)o.t 
\ 

and give tho narnbar of errors in eaoh·of thaae rnnlts of 

gebaral excellanae. 

The ooncluaiona·aat forth ara that general ex-
cellenc.a aaems to ba attained by moat flttant wrt tera and 

that th1s general exoall.ence ia aaoompanied by a raaaona.ble 
o ommand of the meohanios of writing~ 

The \'!Ork of thaae two exp.arimente:rs may be aum• 

ma11 ized thua: 

geat a eoientl£io direction of effort in the elimination of 
mechanical errors; that of' L3fflu1n was to oarry tha procedure 

a·atep :further by oons1d6ring the relation between general 
axoa~lenoa, fl11onoy, and the command of mechanics.· 

2. Johnson•a experiment inirolvad the· use of in• 

numerable matheqititica.l ratios 11 mean· deviation, correlation 
and i~uti.onal analysis; while Lymarf1 s study included matha-

mationl rutloa • many comparisons. a.nd rational analysis. 

s. The results of Johnson's expdriment indicate 
ari urgont noocl of drill in. the mech~nios of writing; Lyman's . 
concl1inions inclicate that tho less fluent ·wri tars. need .tha 

moat drill in maohanioa. In other words. Johnson's exr,;eri• 

ment points to tht'.) teohnical errors to be emphasized in drill 

o:f rnech~;mics while Lyman• a stt1dy shows tho typa of student 
' ' . 

whose 'rtrill in meoha.nlos ohot1ld ba 1noraaaed. Ro,ve"ter. Lyman, 

6 



h!maelt .• favors an effort to create ·conditions that pro-
.. 1>. 

duce ''effective expl!'esston aa such, apart ·from mechanical 

aocuracytt. for ha beliovee that ••aocu~aoy is a. matter of 

ca.re, rather than knowledge or ha.bit". 

As will be indicated in 'the next chapter, the 
present 1nolucles fiuitora aomowha.t reiated /to each of these 

ex·perimants. 

'I 



SPECIFIC THESIS PROBLEM 

The problem of this ,etttdy la tho rolativa freqltanay 

and perstetenoy of technical errors in written oompoaitlon 
of frashrnen and ju.ntors of a· ty11ical high s~hool. 

It is related to Johnson• e atu.d.y in aa mu.ch aa 1 t in-

a.111,lea the foll owi.ng questi one: 

1. What are the most p.ersistent errors of the 
; 

frashrnan cln.sses? of the jr1nior classes? 

2. Wha·t · ia the order of their peralstenoe? 

It ls 1n'11roctly rc:llated to Lyman's s~u.dy as it at-

tempts t.o show a comparison of errors nm.de by o}~c~llont. av-

era~a. and below a"t~ra~a student a. 

Other points' under consideration are to doterraine a 

dlrac'tion of nff<Jrt in elimination .of mechanical . 01· toc~nioul 

errors in the 11articular field in \Vhich .the data for this. 

etndy has been collected. These include: 

3. How do· totals in errors of ea.ch set of a1:er-
r.d.saa of' the juniors nompo.·r-e wi·th those of the froshrnen? 

4. How do the orrors vary dur1ng ti:)e ·term in 

the freshmert claaaea? in the junior classes? 

6. lira there any spocific types of errors fia-
ouliar to excall~nt, average, ,t.md below ave.raga students?. 

6. What ardor of drill may be ~uggestad as a 

rernacly for freshmen? fo1• ju. i,.ors? What special direo ti on 

of effort in gronpa within tho clnaeea? 

a 



North.east JU;:Iior and Senior High ~:ioh<H:>ls in Kanan.a City, 

t~issm1ri. 

Piva m1rrati"'1e 01,.o:roisos wore written by nine fra.ah-

man classes of tho ~unior High.and ae~on junio~ cluasoa 

· o:e the denior High. '!Jhe 'frenhmon class is tho· nacond. and 

last :len.r ot• the Ju.nior Uifth; tho ju~.dor, tho sooond yoo.r of 

tho throo · ;10Gr"S ( :;1oph·m.,o r·a, .. iunl o~, and, {'.3eni ~r) of the 

8enior HL~;h. The_oo nar:·tititres were vrtrittan during tho fir::Jt~ 

sixth, 1Jlovant,h, ;:1 toon~h, arid tv1octla~h wfJoks of tho fall 

term o:f 1~;~4. dov.o.ttHl, c~SptwL __ y, to com osition. l'h;.Jso ox-

(an t~.dvantn~ocp'il:l pl,m, ang~!ested by 7.:ymll.n) rmfl ft ftoen min-

utoa :for wrl tln~. Tho f.oll .;wi.ng mih~iects _,l'fSf·''.l ttsed ·1n tho 
or,~,.."". nt1 m, e··" • (1) '":Ji.;•·r; ,.:·n,~ t~ A ':n.r.,····nu · (·~.·~) n:in :-~· .. c·1·ti.·n(:'!' no·.,r", ·'·'-'.i. _,_,..,, tl. .i.n .... dl..c1 (1 . .,.. .. v ... ';.Ll.. t ·- t.:i., .i:.i..... -~, •• ,•. t 

.rhe e~orcisea ware given in tho foll9wing classes: 
1 

1. Thr.ee clin~rnas of 0 N' froshmon, including' t1.n aver-

10 
\ 

2. '.Vhroo clussoa of· ''B 0 fra~.shrne.n, inel·u".ling un average 

of 82 lndividti.:ils pnr nur:·rttiva topic • 

. 1. "A", "B,. • and •.tc '' '.g-ro11po ar~ the narnes •w1hlch <lesir:nuto tho.· 
· oxoollont, nveru.~e ~ 1.mcl below average .~ro11pa into whic~h the .clngliHh 
stuclonts of the ht'?!{; a<~hool in ,~rhlch tho drdai for ·this ~itt1dy vrn.s 
c olloottld ure arranged. The cl~:issi fication is based on teachers'· 
jud.rr,oments of et11dent~;3' ~:t.bi'li ty, Jm.t1t g11 adoa in gnglish, and. tho 
r<Hml ta of a ·rerman ~ronp tost. 



5., T.hraa ctasaoa of. "C" freohman 
. . - l • 

including an aver~.iP.G 

of fi5 .. 2 indtvtt\uuls per nar•rative topic. 

4. Tvro olaaaaa of "An juniors. including· arr avcfrllgo 

of 51.8 individuals· per .na1~ratlva toptc.{Only two cln8aaa 

ware mrnc1 es thore 'r1ere only two "-A" c~l1;iaaoa :tn the entlre 

school.) 

5. Three classes of nnn ;juniors, including an avo1..~~1go 

of 73,. 6 indi vichta1B per na.r r·ati v0 ·toplo ~ 

6. 12wo cltl9BOS of '"'O" (the ·only two in tho ~rnhool) 

;,1u.nior13 t inclmiLtli;'.l; un average of 56 .4' indi vidu.als per 

11 

•. 

The cilaea~e used ~oro token at randon. with the a"oaption 

of ·tho .junior t'liu ancl "en. of: ir/h'i.oh.th~ro wero onl.y t,~:o euoh. 

oasos was 11sea. rind. J.n tho j~F-:ior olasoos a total a.vera~e 
.. 

of 181 .. 8 c.atHn1 vmn :rt.91Jt1 . :t'cq~ e,~:wh tl1ome. l'he~~o r:1nd.e a· f!rtin.d 

·total nvor1.1C"o of 4~·0~3 .. 4 .. cttfforont wi~t terB, ,aach contrllmtin~ 

fi 116 thomas •. 11ho tctf1l n11mb\1r. of tharnes actually eon;Jida:r-

ed in this study, i~J 2017 t ~vhicij, • 1.t 1rJtH1 \thott:rht' ~'!Ollld 

ha nnou.gh to plc~tt1ra typioal conaitions and tende.ncioa. 



. ,· 

Narrative Topics 

l. Uissinr-; tha Train 

2. An .ill:<ci tin~· Hour 

3. Stn.rtlm?· the Oar 

.. . . 
"' . . . • .. . . • .. . . 

.A : B .1 C . .. 
55! ?7: . . . .. 
fi2: 79: . . . . 
54: 70: 

A : B .. .. 
87;: 

.. . 
82: 

. . 
' . 
82: 

57 

59 

5r1 

. .. .. . . .. . • . . .. . 

. • 
431 . • . . 
420 :: . • 
398 . . 

~ : .. . 
• 1 • 

.. ·: . • .. 
4. ·A Daii in th~ Country· 47 ! ·72: 55:·· 385 .. . 

~ : ' : : : : . 
: 51 :- ·? o : 78 : 50 : sa 3 : 

Totals•. 
:· ; · : : .ih - · !G:rand total 

.·: · : : : : :·:: ·· :oi avora.,'l"e of;~ 

·:5l .• 8:73.6:5G.·4·:84.4: J 82:5f:.2:4o:::.4:thol::es par· .topic 
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TABLE II 

OA'r EGORY OF ERRORS 

l 
Johnaon•s Category of Errors, which was used as a 

baaia of' 9lasstfioation\ of errors in this study, contains 14 

major types of errors. Ea.ah of theaa i~l aub•dividod int,o 

more speai:f'ic types. Each 1e numbf3rad and many are illus-
trated.' For th& sake of a detailed atudy the aub•diviaiona, 
rather tht~n the major divisions •. were employed. Thus there 

are. in this st~ar. 47 kinds of errors. 
I. tiistakes in the eaaa of pronouns. 

lt Subjaot or object of verb in wrong case. "She ea.w 
my brother and I"-, 

2. Pr~dicate.nonn !n wrong case. "I do not know 
whom he is 11 ~• - . . ( . 

3. Object of preposition in wrong oaae. , "They oalletl 
to ,my ft1and anti x··. '' 

4. Use of objective for poaaesstve with geru.nd. "It 
we.a all the result of that m crossing my ]Jtl'th0 • 

Other rniemses of pronouns. 

s. Diae.greemen.t of. pronoun'' and antecedent. "A parson 
cnn find v?hat theM; look for". 

6. ttY011" used 1ndefl~1tely.. "Whon 1011 start to high 
sollool yo1t :fo~l important~'. 

/ 7.; \utaOollanooua misuses of :prono1ina. "A lady which etc. 
1,:·ii/" 

:,.1II.' lt1iatakea 1.n tba· ttae of verbs. 

I ! ,, 
1. , i:~Pera1stenc:v of. 1~rror in English Oomp.osition'', R. I• Johnson, 
Ucli9tol Raviav1 25 :655•80, Oct. '17• · 

.• '\ 
J ' \ 

''\ 
,\ 
I \ 
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8 • Disagreement of sub jact and prod.icate • non the bank 
was s'oma waterlllios". ' 

9. Change of past tense in main cl.allna • 

10 •. wrong pa.at tense or 1;aat part1cipls. 0 '1'e had dranlrf'. 

ll. Virong verb used. 1•1 will lay down''• 

12. :Miptaltaa in mood. "Be acted aa thongh he was the 
lting' s sonn. . 

IV. Mistakes in tba use of a.d.jaqt~vaa and adverbs • 
. . · 

lZ. Use of ad jec ti va for adverb• '."!Ia · s1>oke rasi:aot fal" ~ 

14. Uaa of "mostn for "almost·". · n1 go .!T!2.!! every time". 

15. nonlytt misplaoad in the santanoa. ·. 0 ! onl:y; had one 
lesson to st11dyn. 

16. Use of donble ·negative. "'l'here ·wasn•t hardly room 
for me"• -

i 'l • lUooellaneous ml ruses of adjective and adverb. "It 
was a vary healthy food" .... 

v. Mistakes in the uae of pre·poGittona and conjunctions. 

18. Use of wrong or a11perfluo11a prapor{1 ti on. ttlle got off 
.21, the oartt • 

19. Use of wrong oonj·a.r.iction. "The :reason was bocat1aa" 
etc. 

' 20. 1Ususe of ttlike". "It l.ooka like he wasn't coming''. 

VI. Ungrammatioal sentence strt1cture. 

21. Incom1}lete sontence. 

22 • .Failu.re to ··make new sentence for new thought. 

23. Miscellaneous mistukaa in sentence structure. 

VII. :&"allure to express olear meaning. 

24. Ambig11ity due to indefini~~. pronominal reference. 
nae bad to eat olives with the Sm1 th girls .al though 
ha did.n 't like them rt. . . . ' ~,. 

25. Avrkv1ard or complicated ph·rasing. 



2s~. Other oaaas of amhigt1i ty. "Hor mother cooked a 
dozari egga and twioe aa mnch baconn ·• 

VIII.· Miatakea in punctuation-. 

27. no period. 

2rr. t~·eml·H.~:ra of soriea not separated:. 

29• Indepcndont.clau.sea of com.pw;>ttrtd. sentence not 
separated·· , . · 

30·. Ho p1inoti1atio11 ~l:fter tntro<lu.o.tory ·a1~prosa1on·. 
"Wall ·-how ·are you.? 11 - . . 

a2. JUsoella.naou.s punotttation. 

IX. tli~:rtakee in use of a11oatrophEh 

16 

53. Failure to distinguish between °it's" (it is) and 
possessive "!ts". "ilha bird will not do it's bast 
singing if .ll! a cltH1dy do.Y•"· - · 

34. Wrong form of poeaessiva no"'1ns. ."There ~r~as a sale 
of la.die' s dresirns 0 • · 

35. no. clock" wrl tton wl thont apo.stropha. 

3~. Misonllnnaoua rniarisaa of apostrophe. 

x. Mii~takes in cap1tnl1zat1.on • 

. 37 •. i'ailu.re to tlSa cspi tal, 

38 ~ Improper nee of onpi tal., 

XI. Careless omission or rap~ti t.ion. , 

39. Omission of word or phra~e~ 

40. Omission of latter or syllable. 

"I dont know" • • 

41. Repetition of ayllt~blns, words, 01• phrases. 

XII. 1~11stnkas in spelling. 

42- Oompo~nd worda incorrectly written. 

45. Misspelling of "to"• •tto.o" t' "two".· 
44. Misapalling of "their", "ther~"· 



45• Other miaapeilel words-
XIII. 46.- :Misa.se of :Ttiotatl.on mo.r1ta •. 

XIV. 47. ?i!laoollaneo11s {>rrora. (Thia includes any 
technical' a·r x·or not listed above)• 

·11 



!n anmmari zing this ahapter the following fnt1ta 

pra::3ent themselves i 

· l. The pu.rpose of thia theHie is to f'urn:tah a baa.ls 

for clireotion of effort tn the aliminntion of tachnioul 

errors. 

junlor thomaa, furnianerl by 238 diffal."~nt· fre 1llhmen. and 

19'7 different 11uniors• 
z;. Johnson' a ••cat·i)go.r.y o'f Jtrro'Nt" was used for 

clseeifioation Gf errors. 
4. Tablas I to VIII rrcrnont the data wh.1ch are the 

basis for thia stu11. 

18. 



OllAPTER XIX 

PRmSEUTATION'.tUlD Il~TillHPRrnTATION OF DATA 

As stated: in the_ :Preoed.ing aha.pt er, the. distribution 

of data with refet'enoe to the various 'types of.erro~s in 
the three groups of the two classes of students, freshmen 

. I 

and 3un1ora, is to 1;>.e f 011nd in '!'ables III to VI II. These 
., 

tables present ~ha following items: 
' -

l. The OLASS_ and SECTION within tha class. 

The olasaifioation into .aections, is based on 

a Tarman group.,aoore. a taaaher•judgmant score. 
and tha previous· record in Engl iah. ''A" is 

the highest grou.p: ''Dn, tha med.tum; and ''O", 
the lowest. 

2. The. SET• (a neat" bein.g the thamaa of a class 

on a §ingle subjeot) which indicates the time 
at whioh the errors were made •. 

~ 

Set l was written 
a.t the beginning ·of the .term,. .set 2 five weeks 

later, eto. 

3. The ERROR MU1ID1~RS whioh correspond to the numbers 

of Johnaon1 s list a.a given in Tabla II. These 

ni1mbers are explained in that table,. 

4. The mI1wffiER, OF TD\!ES each kind of error was made 

in oaoh aet. 
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. . 
5. The TOTAL !lUllBER of timaa ea.oh error was 

made in the five sets. of each: group~ that is, 

1-n the five. narratives of thtr "A's". for 
instame •. 

6. The TO~AL NUMBER of times each error was made 
in the five sets of the three ·groups,·' that is, . . 

in the five narra.tl~as of "A's"• 0 :a 's"·, ·and 
0 o•s". 

7. The· TO~~L OF ALL THB E..~O.RS made in esoh set, 
'• . ' ' ' 

that is, the number of erro:t-s ma.de by the 

. "A'~". for inata.nca· in one sat" .. bt narratives. 1 

a. Th~ TOTAL OF ALL THE ERRORS in th~ five sets 
for eaoh of the three groups• 

9 • The TOT AL. OF .ALL. T Rm ERRORS in the five sets 

for.all freshmen. 



.mrror Bets: -
l 2 3 4 5 Total 

l 
2 
3 
J: 
5 

-

0 
l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

6 
7 
a 
9 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
1 
l 
l 
l 
1 

8 
9 

20 
1 2 

2 '2 
23 
24. 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
51 
32 
33 
34 
35 
56 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

0 
0 
0 
0 a 
2 
l 
0 
12 
14 
3 
l 
3· 
0 
2 
9 
3 
12 
l 
l 
25 
48 
l 
l 
9 
12 
4 
4 
10. 
11' 
2 
11 
0 
2 o· 
7 
20 
32 
27 
2 
4 
2 
z 
l 
45 
11 
22 

3 
0 
2 
0 
l 
4. 
5 
l 
5 
3 
3 
l 
4: 
0 
2 
I· 
6 
9 
0 
l -11 
19 
20 
9 
0 
14 
2 
1 
6 
3 
3 
11 
0 
0 
3 
g 
12 
15 
23 
0 
3 
0 
2 a 
39 
ll 
10 

0 I 'l l 5 
0 0 0 0 
0 l 0 5 
0 0 () 0 
2 5 3 / · 19 
4 10 .0 .20 
l I 0 l a 
3 . ~ 5 ti 14· 
5 I 19 15 54 ! 

4 I 7 ,. 56 
a I & 24' 
l 0 0 3. 
'1 15 0 29 
1 0 o. l 
l 0 l 6 
l ! 0 0 2 
3 3 9 25 
9 16 l 4'1 
i· l 0 3 
l l l 5 a 6 .6 56 
44: 27 15 155 
4 : 12 ll 48 
3 2 3 la 
8 5, 0 22 a 12 g 65 
5 4 4 19 
0 5 l 9 
l 2 0 18 
10 5 5 30 
ll 4 4, 24 
56 41 6 125 
0 l 0 l 
0 0 0 2 
0 a 5 16 
14 23 6 59 
17 9 a· 66 a 10 9 73 
2'/ 16 23 116 
18 4 6 30 
3. .7 ' 24 
3 6 0 10 
6 4 3 18 
l 5 0 9 
'76 56 50 265 

. 24 ': 10 a 64 
23 6 5 66 

Tota.la 379 2'17 428 372 241 1697 

TABLE III 

. DIHTRIBUTIO?l OF . 

ERRORS OF "A," 
FREsmam1 

Tht a tablEJ shows t.ha 

m1mba21 of times each 

error was made by 

fI'eshma.n ''A11 olassas 

in aets·i.s.~.4.6• · 
a "aatt• being the 

themes of the "A" 
classes on·a single 

subject. Bach erroe 
type 1s designated 

b~ a nnmbar which is 

explained 1n Te.bl~ II 

on page 14• 

A.if a:taga nttmb~r of 

errors pa~ aet : 539~4 
Net Impro~ament or 
daor~aaa of errors 
between sets l and 5 . 

. : 158 •. 

'21 

·. 
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Table TII ravaala, among others., the following 

.facts about "A" freshman: 
. . . . 

I• Set 3 contains tlle g~eataat number o:f' mistakes 

with a total of 429. Sets l anu 4 a.re next with 
totals of 579 and ~~72, raapactlvely. Set 2 

contains the next to the lowest with 277 errors, 
while sat 5 ha.s the lowest total with 241 

mistakes. 
II •. ~he average number of errors per set ts 339~4, 

whioh is less than that of the othar. two fresh .. 
' ~-

man grm1pa' aa may be aeon on pages and • 

Thia !a simply in keeping ,-,vi th the usual 

oompara.tive work o·:t "A"- classes, · 

III. Sat l has next to the hi~heat total. The er1'*or& 
; "·· ' . ', ' . . . 

which oontribnta, es1)acially-, to thts are; 

l~ Fa.ilul"e ·to make new sentence for ~ new 

thought ( B2)' 

s. Mtsapell!ng (45)• . . 

5. Improper use otf cap! tal C 38) 

:·4~ Ommi~asi,on of word o~ phrase (39} 

6. Inoomplate sentence ( 21) 

6, ltiscellaneotts arrora (4'1) 
v. Failure to use capital (37) 

8. Wrong past tense or pas~ participle (10) 
( . 

9. Mistakes in mood (18) 

22 



10• Uae of W?'Ong or su.perfluo·ua con3uno-

. tion {18 >• 
11., Chango of past tenea 1n m~:ln clause ( 9). 

12. Othet' oases of, ambigu.i ty ( 2~). 

i:;,, No punctuation a:t•tar introductory 
clause f ZOh · 

14 • l11soellaneo~ls plu1ctuation ( 52 l 
15 .• Mieu.se of quotations marks q(46) 

These fall into the general types of; 
l• Punctuation 
2. ~Tieepelling 

!3• Sentence etru.c1nire 

4. Oa.pitalization 
a. rarts of speech 

xv .. ·sat 2 contatma 102 errors leas.tha.n sat·1. The 
' . I 

errors which showed most improvement are: 
l. Change 0£ pa.at ·tense in ma.in olattse ( 9) 
2, Wrong pa.at tense or paet participle {lO) 

23 ·.· 

3. Use of wr~!!g 01' sn11erfluot1.s oonjunotion (18) 
4. Inaomplota santanoe (21) 
5. Failure to ma1te new sentenoe for new 

thought (22) 
6. lndepen<l:ent olauaa of compound sentence 

not separated ,(29 ). 

7 • .No 'punc tu.otton after introductory express• 
ion (30) 



'• 

a-. Failure ~o nae capital (5'1). 

9. Improper use of oap1 tal ( 38)' 

io. Om1sa1ox( of 'vora. or. phrase ( 29). 

ll. li!sapelling (45) .. 

12+ l»!iscellanaous errors ( 47) • 

13• Diaagreamant of subject and predicate (5) 
' ' 

24 

On the othar hand, 1noreaees were made, aspeo1ally, . ' 

by th.e folln!ng errors : 
l. Subject or ob. j act. of v~rb in wrong oaae ( l ) 

2. Object of. preposi tlon in mao.ng case (3) 
'·' 

3,. Mlsoellaneou.s mis.uses of pronatins ( 7) 

4. Miscellaneous misuses of adjective 
:·and 'aav~rb Jl'I). 

5.. 1Useallaneous mistakes in sentence 
·"' 

struotu.re ( 23) 

G •. .A.mbigut ty ·due ~o indafini ta pr~n~minal 
reference (24) 

v., Set 3 has the highest total of any of the five· 
' ;) , . 

. sate of "A't freshmen ... This high total la . ~ue • 

. chiefly, to: . 

2. lf1ac;. ellaneoua' pt1nctnation f 32) 

3~ .:],allure to make new sentence for new 
. thought { 24) 

4• Omtnisaion of word or.phrase (39) 
~. ~!.eu.FJ.s ,of crllotation marks ( 46) 



-g, · Miscellaneous errors (47) · · 
,..,, ' 

'I(.· Ommfsaio·n of letter or syllable ( 40) .. .. ' . . 

Sven th~s set.! however, shows ·1mprovement in· some 
of the errors. ' 

Vt .• set 4 · s~owa ·iihprovament 1n cJ'omparison w.ith set z. 
and sat·5. in turn, shows a decrease in comparison 
with se~ 4. I.t is interesting ·to note; that the 
1mprove~ent -between sets 4 and 5 .!e al.moat '!dent! ... 

cal. v11.'th that between eets· l and ·5. · The errors 

in set~5 which show a.n impro-vement tn comparison 
with b~th set a l .and 4 are: • ' 

l. Di aagreamont of pronou.n and a.nt,~cedant ( 5 ) 

2. ''Yo·o.~ used indefinitely f lG) 

5.. Uae of sdje.ct1V"ed for adverb (13) 

4. Use of. wrong or. auper:f'lous c.onjt1notionfla l 
. 6, . Fe.1lure to make new ~entanoa fo~ 

'·new 'thought (22) 

~·. Otheroaaea.of ambiguity {26) 
7., Members of seriaa not separated (28) 

~· · 1.i!scallanaoU.a punctuation (32) 
· 9 ,.. t~i soellanaous misuses of. apostrophe C 56) 

10. Failure to ·use ca.pi tal ( :-?7) · 

. ll• Improp~r uaa of capital (58) 

12. Omission of word or phrase. (39) 

l,._3·· '111au.ae of quotation marks ( 46) 

14. Miocollaneous errors (47) 

25 



Theae group themselves into the following main 

. twas; 
i. ·Jlisspell:lng · 

2. Omissions 
5. Sentenae stracture erro~s 
4• lunotuation 

5 •. Capitalization 

VI. The not im~rovement or deo:t'aaae of er~or batween 
sets l and 5 is 138, whioh ia practically twice 

the ammunt of improvement made in "B~' and nort 

groups, as 1nd1oated on pages · and 

VII •. Various,faotora· enter into.the inoreaaes and de• 

creases of t.he to·tals of these· sets of narrative 

themas. set 3 may have bean affected by the mid~ 

term examinations bu~ this is not likoly as eat 
5 is not apparently influenced by tho Christmas . 

holidays or tha final examination.. On the. other 
hand, i:t set 5 had been wri ttan under per:tac tly 

normal oondi tlons. the total. might have b~an la,ss. 

Tha matter of spelling is vary complex. This is 
·a!souased ·more fully on page and· following. 

Omisalona'are due probably to oxcltement or stress 

while the errors in sentence structure. punctua-

tion. and capitalization may be du.a to oarelass-

ness, f.at1~ue, ttnd.erlanrning due to ,insuffiotent 

drill or individual peouliari ties on the pa.rt of 

a few students in the group. 

26 
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VIII• The total ·of all the errors ma.do· by "A'' freah-

~an is· 199? •. 'Thia la the lowest number· of totals 

·made b:v.:any of the freshman grou.ps .• as s.een by 

a. oompo.~tson "~11th Tables IV and. V on pa.gas 

-and •·Of these l697·arrors 
16% w~re miaspalling .(45) 

12% ware errors in struo.tura (21.., 28, 23) 

~· \V()re omissions (391 40) 
97& vzara errors in ca.pi talization (3? ,· 39) 

?fo· were errors tn·miaoolla.neo.u.s punctuation (52) 
Thu.a 60)~ off tho· total errors of. the "A" freshmen . 

are in t.hase 5 ·general types or 9 speeifio typas 
of errors; 'VJhtle tha other so% are easttarad among 

36 errot's as 2 do not ocou.r in any sat•· 

2V 
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Erroe .. Sets: 
1-· 2 . t::Z:. 

t'.lt 4 5 Total TABLE IV 
l 0 3' 5 3 I l 

·2 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 
3 0 0 l 2 0 3 DU:lTHIBUTIOIJ OF 
4 0 0 0 0 2 ·2 
6 2 ·2 0 5 1 8 ERRORS o;c.1 "B" 
b 17 2 G 11 2 58 
7 4 4 ~-0 l z 17 FUESHAIEU 
a 10 15 12 2 5 44 
9 .3. 3 7 13 4 30 
10 13 l~ 12 15 13 6$ 
11 3 2 4 3 21 Z3 Thia tabla shows the 
12 0 0 l 0 l 2 
13 3 10 ·7 g 20 4.9 number of' tim_es ea.oh 
14 0 0 0 0 l 1 
15 l a 2 1 2 a erro?.' we.a niada by 
16 2 l 0 0 l 4 
17 2 2 4 6 4 18 fraahman "B" clans• 
18 20 17 14 16 6 72 
19 0 2 0 0 "' 2 4 ea in. eats l, 2,:1,4, 
20 o· 0 l 0 l 2 . 21 2G,. 18 10 4 6 64 and 6. a naet't haing 
22 61 26 25 2 46 160 
23 15 13 12 13 3 56 ~he themas of the 
24 10. 15 9 2 0 54 
25 l 0 l 0 10 12 t'B'' olasaaa on s 
26 li 12 17 9 0 49 
27 10 4 2 l l 18 single·· sub joot •. Each 

. 28· 0 0 4 5 0 .,, 
29 4 l 0 0 l 6 error ty1)0 is dos• 
30 l .3 5 1· 1 11 
31 a 4 8 v .2 29 lgnated by a num• 
32 13 15 27 13 12 80 
33 0 0 0 0 0 0. bat which. is. explain-
34 l 0 0 0 0 l 
35 2 6 l 4 0 13. ad in Tabla II on 
36 5 14 '1 14 5 46 
37 ll 15 17 11 ll 6A: page 14. . 
38 29 7 4 14 2 56 
!;9 27 16 ~2 15 21 109 Average nmnbar Of 
40 0 0 0 0 13 13 
41 l 1 2 3 3 10 errors par sat -.. 
42 0 0 l 0 5 6 
43 2 3 5 2 4 14 361.: a 
44 2· 7 3 0 2 14 
45 70 a3 86 69 99 405 It et improvemant or 
46 '19 9 9 z ll 61 
4'1 12 17 18 16 5 67 decrease of errors ot a 384 28 809 

between eats 1 and 

5 
~ as. -



· The diatr1 button of· ei"rors of "B" :f'raahman in 

Table IV shO\VS, among otbe:r things:, the following 

fac~ts: 

.. ·. I. ; Set l bas ttie .. greatest number of errors of . . . ''. ,· .. .' - ., 

·an:v .. of the ,tlve aats., Set Z ranks nex.t; while 
.. ,.. . .. . . ' 

29 

set 2 ranks third in totals. Set 4 has the low .. 
· ~)'at total. nnd set 5 !e next to aet 4. The 

p~.pars at the timo of mid-.tarm and final 

· examinations show the possible effect of mind-
19et ·and nervousness. 

II. · The .".lver.age nt1mbar of errors per set ia 561.a 
• c • ·' . l 

.' errors •. In· the freshman cle.as,"tha expected" 
. ' ' . ' ' 

. occurs in:.the average nn.mbar of errors per 
sat, a.a the ''on average is greater than the· 

· "B'' and the •'B'' greater than the "A.''. (Sae 

Tables III and V. pages 21 t1nd .~5 •) 

· III •. The errors whioh oont:r:t bute, especially, to 

the to~als of· s.et 1 are: 
l. Misspelling (45) 

2. Failure to make .new sentence for new 
thought ( 22) 

s. Improper use of capital ( i::8) 

4. Omieai~n Of w?rd or phrase (59) 

. 5•·'-.'· Incomplete sentence: ·c 21) 
, 

6.," Use of \Vrong ·or superfluous conjuria• 
.11. ~ n- () ;':) ) 
"" - J.. ; .• 

7. Misu.ae of quotat·ion marks (46) · 



a• _ "YOu'~ used ind.~f1nitel;r ( 6) 

9. . liisaells.neotts mistakes 1n sa.ntenoe 
atrttct11ra f 25) 

These fall into tha general types of: 

1. Mtsspalllng 
2. Omissions 
3. -~rrora in sentence strnot1l're 

4. Errors in punctuation 

5. Errors in o.apitaliza.tlon 
6. :Mis11se of pa.rte of speech 

IV. Set 2 shows .j~:niprovement. as compai'ed with sat 1. 

Thia decrease took place, especially in the 

following: 

l • "Yotitt ttserl ind.efini tely ( G) 

2. Use of \vrong 01-t auperfiu.ous conjunction (18) 

3• Incomplete sentence ( 21) 

4. ~'ailu.re to maka new santanoe for new 
thought (22) 

5 •. No period (271 

6. Independent c~auee of compoU.tid sentence . 

not. separntatl f 29) 

"I• Name of bi ty and state not separater1 (51'> 

s. Improper ttsa of capital .(39) 

9. Omi~aion of word or pbraae (39) 
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10. - lUsuse. of qu.'otation marlta ( 46) 

Increases, bowave~ • ·. ooourred. in misspalli.ng ( 45) 
.,.· . ' . 

aspeoially, l:lnc1 in aevoral othcr-s, also; includ-

1.ng misoellaneona punc·tuatlon ( !-32) • 

V. Set 3 ahov1a an incres.~ltf over set 2. These errors 

cont:t;ti but ed t·o . the incraaae: 
l. Mtsoalla.neou.s pt1notnation (32) 

2. Omission of v1orct or phrase f 39) 

3• Other· oases of an:ibigi1it1 (26) 

4. ·Mama of city a.nd state not separated (31) 

Moreover. the following remain practically the 

awna: 
l 1 iI!scellanaoua misuses of pronouns ( 7) 

2• Disagreernent of ·~rabjeot and predicata (8) 

3• Wrong past tense or ~ast participle (10) 

4• Wrong verb used (ll) 

6. · Use of wrong or superfluous preposition fie) 
" 6. Failttre to make new sentence for new 

I 

thought (g2) 

7 • 1Usoellaneoua mistakes in sentence 

structure (23} 

a. .Ambiguity due to indefinite prononinal 

reference (24) 

9. Fa.ilnra to use oapital (37) 

10• Rep~·t!tion o:f syllables, words, or phrases. 
. (41) 
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ll• :Misspelling of "to" f: "toq~·' ntwo 11 

.12. lUau.ae of uotation marks" 

Uh ~!1 soalla.naous er1:'ors 

Evidently the emphasis o:f weeks iQ-15 of the "A" 
I 

fre~hma.n claaaea did not oonoarn the elimination 

of ari~ore. 

32 

VI. Set 4 · doea show a decrease, an improvement of lOO 

ovar the total of sot 3. -rhis ,takes place. eapaoial• 

ly, . in: 
__ l. JUsapelling (45), 

2, utscellanaoua pu11otuation { 52) 
z. , 11ailure tQ make new sentence :for new · 

.thought {22} 

4• Inoomplota sentence (21) 
Perhaps, the empha.aia of this five weeks was upon 
elimination of error~ :tn puno tun.ti on ana: sent a.no a 
atru.otn.ro. The matter' o:f misspelling m~y be ex• 
.Plained by the subject 1 aa the topic of set 5. 
-"Starting tha Car", generally caused the greatest 
m1mber of errors• 

VII Set.5. as in the ca.ea of "A'' and "O" juniors. 
( indioatad in Tables VI and VIII. pages 'l-l/- and 

t; b _, ) shows an 1naraa.ae in sat 5. ~he enlargement 
of ~b:ta eat is accounted for by tba 1noraases in 
the following t 

11 · M!aapel~ing ( 46) 



2. Failure to maka n~w sentence for new 

·thought (22) 

3. Omission of word. or phtii~e ( 39) 

41 AtvlC'Vmrd or' oompl:tcatad phrasing · (25) 

5 • Om1 sai on o:f letter or syllable ( 40) 

6. W.suse of qucrtation marks (46) 
,,, 
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Seami!'...gly • the drill in aentonoe ·structure dltri.ng 

the pr'eceding five v;ael~a was riot auffic:tant to he 

affeoti~~· after five weeks oi emphaa•a upon 

another t:vpa of workf !'erha.ps. hov1ever, this 

inoretisad total is due to the erid. of the te1'Jn 

si tuatio.n, including· tlle holidays and final . 
, I 

axaminutio.na as diaturbanaaa. 

VIII. The net bnprovernar1t or decrease of er:r.ora be-

tween sots l and 5 is 68; 2 ·1esa than that for 

the f1Q f1 freshman (BF.la Ta.hie v. page 35 ) and 

about hair· of that made by "A" f't'eshmen. 

IX. ~he #$rand total of all err~rs made by' "B" fresh• 

man is 1809. This ia 112 errors ~renter than tho 

grand total iii the "A"1 aact1on, but 169 lase 

than that ·of ••o•t freshmen. Of these i8o9 a1'rora, 

22}6 v1ere mi sspo1i1~ ( 45) 

15% wore e1'ro-ra in sent~moo strnct,1ra ( 21. 

22, 23) 



6fo were omissions (39• 40) 

· 4% ware errors in miscellaneous ·i:1uncttta.• 

tton (Z2) 

·. 'lJ}b were the uaa of ~vro.ng 01• suparfluou.s 
prepositlon (18} 

· fJ7~ v10ra miscellanaot:ts erroi~s (47) 

It is evide.nt that the parco.ntagas of errors of . -

thin section tend to soat·tar over a comparative• 
ly larger nn.mbei• o:f ty1)es of errors than ta 

t1•ua in the case of· "A" freshmen and the three 
junior sections. ff:>ea Tables II!, VI. VII and 
VIII),, 
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... ·' ',· 35 

..a 
0 

~0 
0 t1. 

~ ¢'t' lb 

Error sets~~ ~· ea 
' . ,·!!?ABLE .V l 2 '3 '4, 5 

l l ,, 4 l 26 {,) :J)IS?RIBUTION OF 2 0 0 . o·· l 0 l l 
5 0 0 l 0 'O 'l 7 .ERRORS OF "C" 4 0 0 0 0 l 1 .3 
6 l 7 0 Ii l l~:S 40 Jl'!NSElrulN 6 o. l . ·4·.··, 4 0 9 67 
7 2 9· 5 1 0 l7 42 
8 6 B. 7 a 8 37 95 This table shows 9 ·' J..2 . 11 21 9 10 63 147, 

. 10 '. 10 ll '1'2, 8 13 64 155 thG number of 11 3 ·5 ·22' 4 9 45 100 
'12: .o .o 4 0 0 ,4 .9 ttmes ea.oh 13 ·G 6 8 10 0 50' 108 error 
14 0 ·o 0 o· 0 0 :2 

me.de freeh• 15 2 0 2 l. 0 ·5 19 was by 
16 0 1' .. 2 J' ·1' 0 4 10 "O" 17 z ·r.:. 4 6 19 35 76 man class as in ..,, 
18' 15 6' 15 12 3 49 168 
.19 0 2 4 ' 2 0 a 15 £;Jata 1,2,:5,4• and 5· ' 20 l 0 0 l 0 2. 9 

'1sat" "·'· 21' 15 26 .10 ·' .7 ia.· "!6 196 a being the 
22 24 26 55 73 30 208 621 
2'},' ·10 16 .tG a 10 60 164 themas of "Ott .classes :• ..... 
24 '7 2 4 2 l 16 68 
25 0 0 '7 3 0 ·10 44 on a.single sabjeot. 
26 4 ,e. 0 7 6 24 128 ... 
27 5 6 9 .. 4 1 25 62 The name of aaoh 
28 l l' 1 9 l 13 29 
29 3 2 7 4 0 16 40 error type 1a dasig• 
30 6' 3 7 3 2 21 62 " 

'31 4:· 5 2 ·5 l 17 70 natad by a number 
32 6 8 ,54 16 7 70 276 
~)3 0 0 0 l 0 l 2 which 1a explained 
34 0 ·a o· 0 0 0 3 
36 7 '' 6 0 0 2 15 44 in Tabla !X on 
36 14' 6 5 16 6 47 151 
Z7 15 lG 24 16 16 85. 216 page 14. 
ze 43 20 .34 15 '1 119 249 
39 18 15 35 14 '3 85 3:t0 Average number of 
40 0 0 17 10 4 .31 74 errors per aat of 
41 3· 6 2 7 5 22 6'6 "Ort :freshman • 395e4. 
42 0 0 l 

"° 
0 l 17 

43 ,, '1 2 15 5 5 32 ·64 Bet tmpl."OVemant or 
44 10 4 7 3 4 28 51_ decrease of•errora 
45 62 83 70 414 1£€3'5 · between sat s l and 6 
46 16 9 4 62 67 •70 ,· 
47 11 13 104 237 

"I ~ Average number of 
orrors per set for 
a lass as a whole 

:: 1096.6 ' 



Table V shows the foll-ew1ing fa.ots which par• 

tain to ''C n freshmon: 
I 

I. The ht~hest ·tcdit~l of er1"o~s for a a·at o.f themas 

occurs ir1 sat 3. The ne:tt highest is sat 4. 

Strange to. sn:v~i sets l and 2 hava the identical 

total of J349, which ranks .after set 4 •.. Set 5 

has the low()st totals for any .of the five sate. 

If• ·The average .nmnbar of ·errors par set for 110 11 .. 

'.freshman ia 395.4, whioh is ttt~ h1ghast average 

of. any of ;tba ,groups oons.id.ararl in this a-tudy. 

Su.oh a condition is to .be expeoted 7 however. 
III Tha :1/ot,~1. of aet l ranks th! rd. Tha ·chief oon• 

tributors to thi.e total are i · 

l. Misspelling (45) 

2. Improper"a~e of capital (58} 

3. Failure.to ma.ke naw santanoe for new 

thought (22) 

4. l11auae of' quotation marks (46) 

lh Incom1>lnte eantanoe ( 21) 

6 • · Failttra to use cap! tal. 

IV. Set 2 has the ea.ma tota.l as· doea set l. :Mora• 

ove-r. the contributing errors ·are pr-aotiaall1 

the aams. However .. tha error, the improper 

llBO of oatli tal • ( 38) tanda to decrease while 

incomplete aent~nae (21), tends.to increase. 
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v. Set 3 attains tha greates~ total ·of any sat 
of any gl'OU.P• Tha increase is made b:V the 

following. ospecially: 

1. l!iSSJ)Glling ( 45} 

'llt 

2. Failttre to ma.ks naw eentanoa for naw 

, tho~tght (2S} 

3. ·0m1aal.on of word o:r phrase {39) 

4. Irrrproper u.se of ea.pi ta.1 ( ~·8) 

5 •. lU.saellaneou.s p11notua.t1on f 32) 

6. );1iaoallanaous errors ,{45) 

Other arrora, also, co~tri..bt:t.t~ to ·the general 

inc:crease. al thm.1gh in lesser· degrees. 

VI. Set ·4 ag~in indioataa the t·~:maaity,in diffi-

cml ty of arror 22 ~ fnil11re to make. naw aent-

anaa for naw tho11ght• for in this sat this 
error reachaa 1 ta greatest height. Mi.sapelling 

alone, ranks higher. 

VII1 In spite of the high ~otal of set 3, tho "O" 
: · _groi1p ~hows a gratifying condition at tl:J.e end 

of a ~erm•s drill in composition,· namely. ·a 

markacl im11r.ovemant. The sum total of all 

errors shows this. Ths reduction in misspelling 
(45) :tn sentenoo struct11re errors {21. 22; 2Z) 

---· in t~hort, all tha errors shmv the improve-
ment process that took plaoEh .This· dtoroase<of 



err;ora 1s not as grea:'1t. between aots l and 5 as 

it is between sets 1 and 3. 

VIII. The net tr~prcrtrament or daarease of errors between 

aets l and 5 is 70. Thia is 2 greater .than the 

· i mp~ovoment of 11B" freshmen• 

IX. The i;ota.1 nn.mbcr of arrorr:; for· the entire aat 

ta 19'"/7. o:r this total of er~ors, 

20.~; mlro misspelling "{ 45) 

l'17b v1are errors in sant;)nce structure . 
(2~t:· 2,~~ · 0 ·na 2~ ) " ":· ., '"". <-~. . .,., . 

The re.ma,inin~ : 637b of ert'o:ta a.1•a scattered over 

a. v1i(le rnnga of kj.nds ·of a~ro1•s;. 
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. SUMJaimY OE' DAT A SHO~'..fll In 

TABLms III t IV t AUD v. 

I. Jfoch nee ti on shows a gan:rrnl improvemen·t between 

sets l and. 6. For the n i~" group this is 158; for 

the "B" !I 68; 0.ll(l. for tho no tt I ~'0 fl The decrease. 

however, is npt gradual in r1ny o:f the three. The 

".A" group has i to r:c>al:;a in sets 1., 3, and 4; the 

"B 11 gro\lf>,. in sets 1 and 3; the "en gro11p, in sets 

Ir. The average number of errors per sat varies with 

the ncct~on, as follow:::~: HA'\ 339.4; 0 13", 3~1.8; 

non• Z95.4. Thu.s the ntunbor increases f1~om ·'•.an 
through uB" to Hen. 

III. The 01~tsta.ndiP...g ortors ana their pero3ntn~es in 

the five sets for each section are: 

1. Misspolltng (45} 

2. Errors 111 sentonco stl."U.ature ( 21, 22, 2~.d 

~. OmisHl ons ( 39., 40) e;~ 

12 ..... ;~ ::o 

4. Brrors in capitalization {57,38) 

5. l~rro:rs in misoellanooua pttnot11a.tio~ 

B. For th$ "Brt group: 

l. laaspolllne; ( 45) 

{ 32) 71~ 



40 

2. Elrrora in santamHl atrttottn•a ( 21 1 22 

23) 

!Jona of the other. errors a.re not:ltstanding 1
•.; the 

percentage~ rn•a ver~y S<Htt:;tgred ovar vuriqua typos. 

0 • For the no'' gron~p; 

1. Misspelling ·( 45 ) A 20;.a 

2. 1'111•rors in sentenee r:1tr11ctura( 21, 22; 2~)) 

17~ I 

The rcm~\inin~; BZ(ii nre scu.t·tered OV\.-1!' a wide range 

of kinds of orrors. 

IV. The ou:tutandi n?:: erro11 s and. 1;hoir paroenta~es :tn 

the fi'tre Beta fo1"' the class, ~ta. a \17hole, are: 

1. 1Urwpollin~ {45) 19~% 

16% 

Thns 2i4~i?· o:f tho a1'1~~ol"S of tha froshrnan clans 

fall into t'IYO gonora.l or four S}HWi fia types 

of orro~s; while tho remaining 66j!J are acattar-

ed ovar tha other 4c 7:.inds of ar.rors, aa thera 

ls none thrJ.t failH to occur. 

V • The total or i:-orn OJ~ the :f'teBhman class are 

5483. Tho sections shared this in the follow-

ing manner: 

1. The ".il.11 w'i th a. totnl of 1697 mad& 

~~o. 95:,'~ of tho errors. 

2. ·~ha 0 B" with a toi~a.l of 1809 made 

32.992'iG of the errors, an increase 



o:f! abottt 2% over ''A". 

3. 'Phe "O" with .a, total of 1977 made 36 .• 0587~ 

of the errors. an inoraase of about z% 
' > 

~llua there is no sharp distinci;'ion between the 
\ > 

average nnmber of er1•ora for the 0 A", "B", and 

) 

VI. Tha · average number of err<n•s par aat for the· o lass, 

as a whoJ.a, is 1096.6 

VII.· As to the factors \¥hioh af:feot the fluctuation 

of errors or ·the ru.ta of impi~ovemAnt of errora 

in the various saot1ons, it ia difficult to tlay 

exactly- which affected the results or a.t what 

time any particular ona was in affect. 
l ' ' 

Improvement, a.ooording to Thorndike. '•ia tha a.dd.i· 

tion or subtraction of bon1is or the addition or 

st1btraction of aa.tiafyingnoss ·and annoyingnass". 
·The c'ondi tions which effect improvement 

grottps undEn~ th-a classif:f.oa.tion of external. phy-

aiologicai, payohologica.l, and education.a~. By 

external conditions is meant suoh influences as ·' 
length of pract.ice periodt and the intervals be-

tween, time o:f .day. etc. By physiological is 

1. Thorndike. E. L., "gducational .liaychelogy - Briefer 
Oourse "• P• 202. 
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meant oondi tio11s such es tha.t produced. by hav-
ing certain. cliaaasea. Psychologic u.1 conditions 

1 
inalud.e the follov-ling a.ids to improvement : 
"interest in the work, interest in the improve~ 
mant, slgn:J. fic~anoe, problem'-a.tti tude and a.ttant-. . 
iveness, absence ·of irr.atevant emotional excite-

ment, and the abae.nca of worryn. Educational 

o.ondi tions inclt1fte vary important factors suah 

as otgarlization of the praoti.oe drills and tha 

method of work ·taught to tha learner"• 

42 

As· alroady frt.atadr .it ls extremely difflcmlt 

to ·ju.dge • even if a ra:ther minute account of 
each indi vid .. ual 's oxteri or school life we:ra kept. 

which :fiiotor or fnotors e:f'facted the alimi'nation , 

or lack of eli··inat:ton of errors in any· of these 
sections.- Sicknosa. ·trttanay, the weather, holl-

Aaya. examinations, certain extra•ourr-icular 

aoti vi ti as. a.n<l many other speci:fio th:_1nga and 

ave.nta interrupt_aa ·the continuity o·f' tho regular 
school wQrk. 1Boreovar, this occurred in vary1.ng 

degrees with clifferent individua.is• · 

l. Thorndike, E. L., ".J~dltoational 'Paychology - Briefer Course", p·. 214. 



Turning no1;v to the ;iu.:":ior ciaasee similar· 

facts will be con;;;1idere1l. Theae ·tables inolude 

items :pert<:drrtng to: 

l. The number o:f times eaoh kind of 

error waa made in eaoh· ~et.w 

· 2. The mtmber o:f. tir 1e1J each· kind of · 

arror was made in.five sets. 

3. The total m1mber of errors made in 

aaoh sat. 

4. The t'otal nu.ml>er of timas as.on kind 

of ei•ror was made in the five sets of 

the three grOQPS~ 

5., The tot~il of all erro1"'s in the five 

sots tor each of the throo groups. 

G. The total of a.ll ·the erro1•a in tha 

f111a sata fo1• all ju.nlors. 
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Error Sets i . 
l , B 3 4 · 6 Total 

l l 1 ' 0 5 2 9 
2 0 () 0 . 0 0 0 
3 l 0 0 0 0 1 
4 l o· 0 0 0 l 
5 0 B l 0 l 4 
6 53 0 3 0 l 5'7 
7 l 3 l 2 0 7 
a 0 l 2 0 2 .6 
9 0 5 5 4 l 15 
10 2 2 3 2 2 ll 
11 0 5 5 l 6 l. '1 
12 1 2 l 2 l 7 
13 5 .. 0 l 2 0 6 
14 0 0 0 0 0 0 
15 0 l' 0 2 0 5 
15 0 0 0 l 0 l 
17 4 l 6 f) 7· 26 
18 1 2 a- 10 3 24 
19 0 0 0 0 0 0 
20 0 0 0 l 1 2 
21 &, 5 1 3 4 17 
22 7 7 4 l 3 22 
23 2 3 5 a l 13 
24 0 4 4 l 0 9 
25 l 7 7 0 1 16 
26 0 7 8 4 4 23 
27 3 l 2 l· l 8 
28' 5. l 1 2 l a 
29 12 g 4 l 0 19 
30 14 l 'l l 6 29 
51 0 2 0. 2 2 ·~ 6 
32 :34 26 21 ll 12 104 
33 0 0 0 ·O 0 0 
04 0 3. .0 ·o 0 5 
35 l 2· 0 4 0 , '1 
36 10 5 8 12 z 38 
3'1 a 6 2 2 3 21 
38 12 2 3 3 5 25 
39 7 a 20 9 9 60 
40 1 l 10 12 1 7 . 51 
41 l 3 1 2 2 9 
42 9 2 4 0 0 15 
43 3 3 0 5 0 9 
44 l 1 0 1 0 3 
45 19 21 43 20 49 162 
46 5' 3 3 5 2 18 
47 IJ7 16' 11 4 6 84 
Totala 2'14 lr/4 20'7 135 148 938 

TABLE VI 

, 1ua:~t0RS OF "A ft 

JUNIORS 

This tabla shows the 

nu.mber of .times .. oach 

error was made by 

. ju.nio1" nA" · olassas 

in sate l- 2. 3. 4~ 

and 6, a neet0 being 

the themes of "A" 

·44. 

·classes on·a single 

subjaot.Eaoh error 

type is designatacl 

·by a number.which is 

ex1>le.~ned in Tabla II 

on page 14. 

Airorage n1unber of 

erro~a per sat : 187~6 

-Met improvement or 

deoraasa in the nwn-

bar of errors between 

sets l and 6 : 12G. 



Table VI reveals· a nnmbar of interesting facts 

ab·f>,lt "A rt·. juni.ors "· These 1 nolude i 

I. sat l contains tho g1'eatest number of m1ata.kes .. 
rv1 th a ·total of 274,, Set 3 ranks seaond with 

207 errors. Set 5 shows a. slight increase over 

sat 4 whic.h' bas the lowest total of ·the five. 

Thu.a the papors written o.t tha time of mid-yaa.r 
and fim.\l exanu~ show tha possi llla eff eot of mind-

I!. The avorage nu.µ'Iher of errors pa11 set is 187 .6, 

which ls ·by far ·the lowaat avo:rage of any of the 

six:JJec ti one of .:.:rtudents inolud<i!1 in hie st1:).dY• 

Thfs ia tru..J in ~r:rpl'h.e. of the fact that tha themas· 

of this group are longer. in gamn.~ai. than those 

of other aaotfons • S11oh a cowli'l>ion ls the 

45 

raauit of: (1) the sophomore training tn oomposi-
ti.on vrlth the emphasis nn ~ar;r!ail1o'e structure,. (2) , 

the enriched p~ogram that thaea students ~ad in 

the ''.t1n sophomore class 11 (3) ·more. practice in 

theme writing, ( 4} inareaaed maturity, cs·) more 

~3ocL°'J/:·;ontacta.,am1 (6) morq reading. These 

influ.ances inoraase ·the fltte:n,oy of the junior 

students, which,· in turn aooording to Lyman's 
ooncluaions, would reaot ttpon the ganei:tal ex• 



oollance of the th~1mes ·a.rid:, th air freeness . . " ...... ~. 
°''\~~ 

from mechan1.oal cn•1~ors.; 

Irr. Tha errors which contribute, eapeoially, to the 

totals of·aat l are: 

l• · Indafini ta t1sa of 1'You" ( 6) 

2. Incomplete sa11tance (21} 

3. Ft1ilt1ra to mftlce new sent one t:t for new 

thought (22) 

4ii Indepandant clause of compound. sentenoa 

not 'ae.pt1rateit { 29). 

5. Uo pttnct11ation a:f'te1• introduotory 

axpr.eBSiOn (:~O) 

6. 1Hscal1ancous mioueaa ·of· apostrophe ( ~55) 

7. Fa1111ra to \lSO oo:pi tal ( 37) · 

8 • Improper uaa of cap1 ta.l { 38) 

9. Uisspall1ng { 45.) 

10. lifiacellaneous errors ( 47) 

These fall into tha general types of~ 

l. Punctua.ti on 
2. On.pi talizat:ton 

3. MisspaJ.11ng 
4. Santano a st~rnture 
lh I.ndeftn1 te u.se of "yott '' 

Posai bly the:30 five typos of arrore _ a.re d\1e to · 

.careleaa11aes. This _explano.t1on would be pla1ioible 

if these errors drop ottt in tha other four sets• 

4G 



Xn the· caae of the ind.efirtlta :nae .~.f: .. ~',you.", 
I ~ > ' '"I, • ". • ' ' . . . . .. . . · .. ::: .. :,;*/ 

this ia true; in :faet, 50 o·f. t)l~1se .~1.:1 ttaes 
' ' ' ·~~- . ~· . . . "" ' , . .._ 

of "you.'' \Vere made by one v~:ri.tar. l?u.notua.• 
.. ..... '. ' ., "· 

>tron and OF.p1tnl1sation tend rapidly to 
deorea.sa. 

IV. , Bet 2 contains 100 errors leas thar1 sat 1 .. The 
l~<\ 

errors .which aid in th1~1 improvement a.re: 

2. Use of ad.jacttve f.or adverb (13), 

3• :Miscellaneous mleusaa of ad~1act1ve and 
a.rlvarb (1 .. /) 

4. Inoomplet~.sentence {21) 
s. Indepe.ndont els.uses of compound· eentenoe 

not separated {29) 

6~ .;. hU.aoella.naous punct11.a.t~on ( 52) 

7, Mieoellaneou.a misnses of ~postrophe (36) 
8 • Fail ·~.re to :asa cw:Pi tal ( 5'1) 

,9. Ocmpou.Ud words 1ncoi+rect1r written ( 42) 

lOw Misaallaneot1s errors ( 47} 

These point m1t tha·t 'f;he emphasis ~in c,o:r'raot!on 

of. arrora of tha_ first five weeks '.Ya.a possibly 
' 'H' :;,,,. , 

pla.oed· c>i:tf . 
. ~ .. , 

l. . Tlia u.sa of a.tljea t;i ves and adverbs 
. . 

2 .. · ~.J?uno.tiiati,on 
' ~ . 

a •. Ca.pt t·a11 zation 
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on the oth~r. hand, inoreaass were made• especially 

b~·. the following errors I . 

lw Olw,nge of .pa.st ~anae in, me.in -ol~uaa (9) 

2. Wrong verb used {ll) 

s. Ambigt1i t 1y d11e t.o ir1de:f'ini ta pronominal · 

~reference ( 24) 

4., .Awkward or complicated J>hrasing ( 25) 
' 

5. Other cases of ambigu.ity (26) 
6, Ommssion of lattor or syllable (40) 

These show a need of emphasis in th.e use of verbs 

and in sento:n~:!e strilct:ira. 

V. Set ~· shows a total increase over set 2. Elrrors 
. ) 

39 and 45, aapac ially, acld to this• These are 

omission of word or J)hrase and. nilsapelli~~f Tha 

former may be due to curele~1.sness, fstigua, or 

nervousness: while the 'tatter is likely t.o be due 

to the sub jeat; "Starting the c·ar" 1 whia:h has al• 

ready boen dlson.soea on pago/{?2.. Decrea.ses ..... s.r,a to 

be ea.en in: 

.1. Fallu.r·e to make naw sentehoo for n-aw 

thought· ( 22) 

2. ·1ascellanoo11s ptu.1otua.t1on ( 32} 

3. Failure to use capital {57) 
VI. Sat 4, -has the lowest ·total of the :five .sata. The 

aon·tribt.,tora to au.ch a condition shO\V that instruc-

tion in CO?':reotion of errors tteduoad, in genaral, 
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punctuat!onf ua.p~ taliza.tlon and sente~oa atru.o-

tnra ert'ors. 
VII. The enla.rgemant of errora·in set 5 ts accounted 

fo:r- p~rtioularly, by i 

l.. Wrong verb used O .. l > 

2 • No pU..notuation a',fte~ introductory 

expresaio?'i l30) 
z. Omission of latter or syllable (40) 
4.. JJiisapelling {45) 

Again carelessness. fa.tigu.a and mind•aet may 
aacottnt for this. It is trua, also. that the 
subject effected. the misapelling. as automo• 
bile oxperiencaa were the most popular topics 
for n A lia.rrow l!lsa ape"• 

.VIII. The net improvement or dacreas~ in errors be• 

tween aats l and 5 for .. A'' juniors is l26t Thie 
is not qui ta as gr·eat as that of the "A" fresh• 

men, l>ut greater than the improvement of' alt 
other grot1ps. 

IX. The .total of a.11 errors ma.de by n-.t\ 71 Ja.niors. is 

9ZS. This is the lowest number of errora made 
b:y any group. Of.t'1ese 938 errors, 

.16% vtera misspelling ( 45) 

.11% were mieaellaneone punctuation { 52) 

fii& were omissions {39• 40) 

8% were misoellaneoue errors f47) 

6% were errors in aentenoe structure 

C21, 22, 23) 
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Theae wera ':th~; oh:fef riliatakea; while the other 

51$ a:ra :scattered among 22 of the remaining 59. 
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Error 
l 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 

. 14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 :zo 
31 
32. 
33 
i4 
35 

Sets: \ \,' 

" 't· \.~'. ' 

l 2 3 •!4 5 Total . TABLE .vtI _,.,...;:...-:-..;;.....~~,...-.;. ........... _.........,.._~ ·~ ·o i o 3 i 5 i · 

'. 0 l 0 0 0 . . ' ' l . . D°I3TRI:BUTI on 01' 
;2. ·o · 1 o o . 5, -. .. 
l. 2 :l 0 0 . 4· ·. . .ERRO~S OF "Bt' 
o 2 ·· l e 3 . : ".a . . it i~ i . ~ ~ , :;; ,, .(, · :Jtm:i:p~s. 
0 6 5 4 6 ' 21.: ' . . ' ' ".', 

10 2!3 a 9 10 . 
1
6

9
0. This,.~e:ple .·ah~~1s the 

2 l 4. 6 6 . ' . ' ' . . •:'· ,. ,' .. 
15 16 7 5 4 46 . ·nnmber of;. titri,e., ·aaoh ' 

0 ·a.· .2· .1 o ·3 ·· ·· .. :·" .. ;·,i ........ .. 
. .. ' ' ' ' . '·~\~·:. ·. . 

6. ll· ,Er 0 0 22. '· error we.a mada·~:h~ · ·· 
0 ; 0 0 ' () . 0 0 : . . . . ·; ... ~. . ' ~ \ .... : " 0;¥ 

o l ~ o o · o . · l. :1unfor .'"B" ci-a~Js~s. 
0 0 '0 3 1 : 4 .. . ·, . ''. ;' , . . · .. "' .. ::,:·J<~i .. · .. ' l l 4 · 9 6 . 23:. in sots 1,.2, ~}\,\·"'" , 
2 1 ~ 17 1 n l! ~ P « ' ' • . ·. . .· -'; •._: '.'. \ : . ,J . '• .. ·,,;:, u ... ". ·. . ·.· ' ,, ' 
o l l o o ·· 2. t. and Ir.· a· 11 s·e·t·~~· ~~,) 
3 1 1 5 4 . 12 ·. ' . . . ~ \ 

10 5 · 5 c-s · 6 27 · . lng the themes· o ~ · 
J 9 ng 24 l . 10 92 . . . , ·• . \ 
·o :.6 'i · 7 12 26 "B;' Claaaea on a1 ~ 
l . 1 0 5 

10 28' 28 3: 
~3 9 3 7 
9 8 0 0 
2. ll 2 2 
0 29 {) 0 
.·~ 0 . 3 l 
3 ·2 ·2 4 

16 ;~3 26 7 
0 0 l 0 
0 l. 0 0 
3 0 0 l 
7 9. 6 16 
2 5 4 6. 

20 4 6 · a 

5 
o. 

13 
12 

l 
0 
3 
l 
() 
0 o· 
l 

12. 
69 
35. 
29 
18 

sinr:le, subject .1. 
., 

' . \ 

Each e1•ror. type is 

. 35 .. de$.:11gnEitad by' a 
10 
12 ·. nnmber which is ex-
88 

l plained· in 1I'able II 
·. l 

5 on pt:ig.e 14. 
43 36 

37 za 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
46 
46 
47 

·, 19 28 . 20 20 

5 
10 

5 
1.6 

2 
l 

27 
43 

103 
.97' 
10. 

Avers.P-"e .nttmbar of: 
' ' ......... '' '' 

'l'otals 

7 46 42 0 
l 5 l 2 

20 19. 9 l 
3 6 ·4 1 
O" 2 0 4 

24. 62 57 40 
4 9 :!.l 2 

37 22 26 10 
277 480 350 219 

0 ' 
3 
l' 

41 
.2 

6 
212 

~~rore per set : 
49 307.6. 
16, I 

'1 Nat· doc1·oaae of the 
224 
'28 
101 

. 1538 

. number. of errors be• 

tween sets 1 and 5 : 

'• ,t 



;; ,_: .,: ". - •• ,11 ... > '' •• ·.oi.' .; . 

Tabla VI I di splays the followtng :~_cio.nd1 t ~one, among 

, I. Set 2 has by far tho highest··. total: of all . sets• 

a.a· its total ia 480. set 3 reduces this to 360; 
sat 4, to 21·9: and sat 5, to 212 •. The· 'excaed.ing• 

ly high total of set 2 can not be explained. sat• 

1sfaotorily, although a nr1mbe1• of factors ( snoh 

aa. the chief interest of the olassas at that time, 

sickness, etc.) might operate. 

II. The aver11ge number of errors }'.>er aet ts 307.6. 

~his is not as small .an. ava:ra.ge as that o~ ••en 
juniors {sea page h Two elements tend to pro.o.. 

duce these olron.matanoas; nama11. tha emphasis 

of the ooursa oontant is upon narration, desor.ip-
tion. ~xposition, and argumen:t, as auoh, rather 

than upon oor.raction or elimination of' meohanioal 

errors; moreover,. ·nBtt juniors ava1"age ,longer 

themes than do the tton .~un1ora. 

III. The ohinf contrib'ntore to the total of set l are; 

l. Miscellaneous errors (4'!) 

2. Misspelling (46) 

z. Itnpropar u.se of aapi tal {ZS) 

4. Compound v;ro rds incorraatly·· written ( 42) 

5 • , Fa111ire to make new santanoe for new 

thought (22) 

6. Om1aaion of word or phrase (39) 
These are errors that ma.y be due to carelessness. 
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IV• ~he extremely hi.gh. total of set a ·oan not be 

sa.tiafaoto:r11Y'. accounted for. The oontr1but• 

ing errors are: 
l. Use· Of wrong or su11erfluoue preposi-

t.ion f 18} 
• l.i 

2. l'e.ilure to make new sentanoe for new 

thought (22) 

3. Awkwa.1•d or complicated phtasb13 ( 26) 

4.. J:tambe:i.•a of sar1ea 11ot separated ( 28) 

6 • Independent clause of compound , 

sentence not uepara.tad { 29) . 

€h M1soellanaous p®ctU.a.tto:n {a2) 

v.· Omission of word or phrae~ (39) 
a. Omission of letter or ayll.a.ble {40) 

9•. lUsspelling {45) 

These errors portain,. ln ge11eral, ·to~ 

l • Sontonoe structure · · · , '· 

2. Punotua.tion 
S. 1tisapal11ng 

4. Omissions 

v. The total o:f s~t 5 ia leas ·than that of sat 2 but 

1 t is higher thfln an.v of tha othar three s~ts. It 
1s intaresting to notice that th~ cont·ri but.i'ng ~-
s:trora are idantioal. For tha most part• 1,r1i'th 

those of set l, \«Ji th the addi t1on of er1,.or 40, 

omisa1on of lat tor or aylla.l>le · 

VI• Seta 4 and 5 show a d.eo:ldad improvement over the 

53 
' .... 



prooading }:Sets of themas.. Thia decrease of 

errors took ·place, ospoolallY in the following 

errors: 
l. Use of wrong or sa.parfluotts I>reosi ti on ( 10 ) 

.. 2. · Failure to make nevi sentence for new 

thonght{22) 

i. Awlnvard or ·complicated phr!taing ( 26) . 
4. Inda·pande.nt· clatisa of compound aentenca 

not separated ""t29) 

5 •. Mlsoella.n·so11a punotua.tion (32) 

6. Omission of letter or syllable (40} 

7,. 141sspalltng (45) 

Thus tho chief .errors of sets 1, 2, and 3 ha"lfe been 
chocked ~r ·alimina.ted-. J.toreovor, errol."s in sentence 

struotur~ tend to inoraaaa. At any l;.'*a.te, the more 
elementary mistaltas have been lessened• 

VII The net inoreaaa of the· nnmbet" of errors bstwaen 

set 1 and 5 is 65. Thia is not as g~eat as the 

improvement for "O.'' juniorG as may ·be seen bJ'f 

referring to Table VIII. page · • This, as well 

as the average number of t:lrrors .par set ta in~ltieno• 

ed by the scattering of interest and effort, in 

t'he 11B'' classes, over types of diecouree, especially. 

v11 th elimination·· of errors as a eecondary interest. 

VIII. The total number of errors made by "B"· 'juniors 

is 1538. This ia the highest total for any junior 

section. Of these 1558 errors, 
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14% '"tare tnisspelling (45) 

l~ were omissions (59, 40) 

9%. were in sentence structure (21, 22, 23) 

51~/ ware in mi ~m t:ll lanoou.a pt1nc vuatton ( :32) 
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. ..a t'9 Ci) 66 

0 0 .... 
·d- £l , f1, 

Error Sets.;, 
l 2 3 4 6 r 0 0 l 4 7 21. TABLE VIII 

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 l 
.3 o· 0 0 0 0 0 4 DISTHIBUTION OF 
4 0 i· 0 0 0 l 6 .. . 
5 3 4 0 l 1 ·'g 21 ERRORS OF non 
6 4 l 5 3 2 .'15 10'1 
'1 l '1. 6 2 0 16 52 JUNIQRS 
8 4 a 4 3 13 32 68 
9 'l 4 10 6 17 44 119 

-This 10 6 14 10 4 ,, 40 '70' tabla showa 
11 6 5 9 5 . ll .z4 97·· 

number· of 12 l 0 0 0. 0 l ll the 
15 5 6 6 3 0 1.9 47 
14 () 0 0· 0 0 . ··a 0 'timaa each error 
16 6 l l l· 0 9 13 
16 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 was made.by junior 
17 4 5 4 10 17 40 89 tt0·n 
18 10 12 3 6 6 S7 115 classes in 
19 0 0 0 l 0 l 3 
20 0 1 o•L l 0 2 16 a·ata · 1. 2. 5·, 4, 
21 19 ·15 G 3 22 66 109 
22 26 17 ll. a 20 82 196 a.nd 6. a "set•• be• 
23 35 21 14 10 16 96 135 ··lng 24 6 6· 4 5 12 55 54 the themes of 

. ·' 
26 0 o. 0 l 0 l 86 
26 10 3 12' e 6 38 96 .. non classes o?) a 
27 7 4 0 0 2 13 50 
28 .l 5· 4 6 l 14 40 single subject. Each 
29 6 3 .•. 0 1 0 10 64 
~o 8 2 9 3 l 25 62 error ·type is daaig• 
~l ll 5 ·2·. 3 2 21 r?9 
32 a 14 12 0 6 40 232 nated by a number 
33 0 0 o, 0 0 0 l 
34 0 Q, ·0 '1 0 11 11 which is explained 
35 5 4 0 19 5 35 45 
ZG 7 3· 6 9 7 32 113 in ~able II on 11age 14. 
3'1 5 6 12 5 13 40 .as 
38' 25 14 6 10 3 57 125 ~~varage nu.mber Of Hrrors 
:-;9. 2'7 15 22 0 16 80 236 
40 0 0 0 3 2 5 llJ0 par· sat -270.8 ~ .. 
41 4 5 2 0 'Z 16' 55 
42 0 0 0 2 0 2 66 'Net decrease of mun• 
43 6 6 6 2 2 21 46 
44 3 6 l 5 l 14. 24 bar of errors be-
45 49 40 ''. 38 43 42 212 688 
46 15 2 6 l 2 24' 70 tweon·seta l and £r 
4'1 18 17 17. 9 7 68 253. -48 07 ~64 !?850 .. 83. Average number 

. of errors par,set for 

classes whole - 766 as a .. 



.:' .. ·r' .. 

'l'abla VI II presa.n:ts to the errors of no" 
j~n1 ors. It shows ; 
I. sat l(has the highest total. Each ea.ooaedtng 

set shows a gradual. deotease until set 5 which 
shows a decide4 increase over set 4. The 
ocou.rrenoe of' the inoraaae in aet 5 may ba as 
stated abovE!, ooinoident·with· the distraot:lons 
of the holidays and the final examination. Since 
the conditions under whioh set 5 was written ware 
not .. normal, its raa·u.lts are not disaou~sg-ing .~d 

the oonsiatant improvement in tha~onr sets,is 

enoouraging. 

II. The aiferage number of errors per set is 270.a. 

T'11a is 37 leas than tha total of .the "B" ~uniors 

which,. in turn, is .183 more than the ·total. of the 

"A'' groa.p. This sum 1s less .than that for the 

5'7 

"B'' juniors pa.rtly baoauae of the fa.ct that the 

procedure in the "O" ola.ssee places the emphasis 
upon correction and elimination of errors. large•. 
ly through the stressing of ~pecial exercises 

pertaining to the various kin¢s of errors. Thus. 
the aoua.entration on thls t1pe of study proved 

effective. 
·'' 

III. The total of set 1 was ma.de, chie:fl~. b;r the 

.. , following errors: 

l. llieepalling ( 45) 

2, lilsoalle.neou.s errors in sentence 



struct,1re ( 23 ) : . 

:;. Om1sa1on of word o.r phl;'aae · (39) 

4. Failure to make new aentenoo for new thought (22) 

6 • Irnpropor usa of ca.pi tal ( 3·8 0 
Eh Xncomplate aentsnce { 21) 

IV •. Set 2 shows a. d.eorea.se of 85 errors, as compared 

with sat ,i. This improvement is made in the follow-

1ns errors t 

l. ~ndo:fini te u.se of "you" ( 6) 

2 • Ohanga of pv.at tense in main vola.u.ae ( 9 J 
5• Inoomploto sentence ( 21) 

4. Failure to make na'ltf sentenoe for new 

tho11gh t ( 22) 

5, 1Iiaoellaneot1s errors in ~entanoe struot11re ( 23) 

6. Other oases of ambiguity (26) 

7. No period (27) 

a. llama of city and stn.te not separated (51} 

9. M.isoallaneot1s misnaas of apostrophe ( :-::6) 

10. Improper use of capital (38) 

11• Omission of word or phrase (39} 
12. Miaapelling (45) 

15. Misuse of m1otation marks (46). 

Theae errors • in genoral, · aro ·those which pertain 

to: 
I 

l. Sentence etrnotura 

2. Punctuation 

z. Mieapalling 
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On.the other hand. 1nareasea.are made in the 

, follo.wing: 

: 1. Disagreement of. pronoun and antecedent ( 6} 

2 •. ·:Lriscallanaons mla11sas of pronou.ns { 7) 

· 3_. Disagreement of etib ;Jaot and · pred!oate (a) 

4. Wrong past tenae or past participl~ flO) . 

6. Mistakes in mood C12) 

6. Members' 10f sar1aa not aaparatad C 28) 

7. l~1iaoellaneous punctuation {52 ). 

Thus,. while. tbAr@ was an imprQvema~t in aonitr'typas; 
i ! • • ' 

of punotuationt aet ·2 doea.n()t ahow a ganaral or 
oomplate understanding of the punctuation fMJ.114 in 

the simple narrati vea Wl'i tten by these "0" 3ttniors 

v. Set 3 1 also, "Shows a daoraaaa as comps.red with the 

preceding set, although not as great a one between 
sate 1 and 2. Th1a improvement was made in: 

1-. Disagreement of pronoun and antecedent 
2. \Vrong·r:a.at tense or past pax-tlcipla flOJ 

3. Disagreement of sub jeot and predicrn.te (a) 

4. Use ,,of worng or superfluou.s oo.nj1inotion (18) 
'\J . 

5. Inaompleta aentonoo ( 21) . 

6. Fa1111re to make .new sentence for new 

thou.,ght (22) 

7 tascellaneotts mistakes in sentence atruo• 
tu.re ( 25 ). 

a. Im1>roper tl 'JO of oapi t&1 ( 38) . 

9. Misspelling of "their"~ "there" (4•) .· 
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Th11a, the "O" group im1.;1rovacl ln 9 error~· 

which were rather ··prominent in sata + .and 
.... ,~: ;,, . 

2 • . Iricreasas, however, were made ·.,'.f.n the 
,.· .. :'1 

following orx•ora f'' · ·,,\<~t.··'. 

· l• Subject or ob·jact qf v·orb .. ~:{~r;.~:rong 
' ' ' . ) ~ 

ease (l) 
2. rtYott" us ad ·tndafini tely { 6) 

~· 

3. Ohanga of past tonao in main clanse (9) 

. 4. Wrong verb 11sea (11} 

5. Otht>tt cases of aml)igu.1.ty ( 26} 

G. .Mo punc~tuution aftor introduoto1·y 

(-rn:proasion C 30) 

7. 1:!1.soollaneoi~is mim1aoa .of apostrophe ( 36} 

8 • Failltl*e to USO ca.pi tal . ( !3'1) 

9. Omission.of word or phraaa (39) 

10. Mts11ee of quotation n1arka ( 4G} 

VI• Set 4 haa a dacreasa in tbs total number of· 

errors as compa.~t.ld with the nurnbar of eat 5. 

The deoraasa is ma.dain tha following errors~· 
t: ·~~·. ·. 

1. "You'' used indefinitely (6) 

2,. Dif.u1g1•aamant of su.b jaot and predicate (a) 

3. Change of ·past t<Hll~a in rnn .. 1n olm1aa ( 9) 

4. tNrong past te.nae or: pat1t participle (10) 

61 Wrong vorb uae~ {ll) 
6. Usa of adjectlva for e.d.varb (lB) 

'1. Inoomplata l'entence ( 21) 
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a. Failure to make new sentence for .. new thought (22) 

9. liisoellaneou.s mistakes in sontemoa atruc:·ti.1re ( 23) 

10. Ot_h.e:r oa~es of amblgu.1 ty f 2G) 

11 .. No pnnctu.ation aft~r 1ntrodlia·tory e.l..'l'ression ( 30) 

12. l.ii.acallap.eous p11 otuation ( 32) 

13. Fa~lt1re to use capital '2>7) 

14. Om.~ssion, of word or phra.ao ( 39) 

lft • Mt~spelling Of 0 To 0
, ''too"• ''ttvo" • 

l'o• tri~uae of rp1otat!on marks 

In general the a.bo?a ll~1t inolu.des these types: 

l. Verba 
e. Santanae atru.otu:re 

z, Punctuatton 

4. :Miaat>elling 

6. Omi~s1on. 

In api to of the 1mp~•ovamont mt1da in the errors. list ad 

there ware" "1 ·errors in whioh prominent tncraaaaf3 occurred: 

l• Miscellaneous mlauaea of a.djeot!ves and 

adverb {17) 

a. Use "o~ ~::cong or superfluous conjunction (lB) 

z. Wr~ng for.m of .poaaes ·ii ve no1.tns C 34) 

4 ... · 11·o'clo!Jk'' .. '.vrit·t1:1n without apoat·.r-opha .(35) 

5. Mi so ellan.eoua ,mi au.sea of apostrophe { 36) 

6, Impropor nae of capl tnl ( 38) 

7. Omiasi on pf lett at or syllable . ( 40) 
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In several arrora, slight inoraasoa were made. 
A aonaidarstion of ·the figures in the errors 
of the thamaa up to this point suggaata; 

· 1. In the tiaaa of 17, lB, 35. 56. ant\ 39 

the learning proooas mnst have been 
incomplete (sea page · for a more 
complete discussion of thte >.• A ltnow-

ledge of this ma.ta:r1al functioned in . 

in set 3 but in sat 4. after the study 
of anothor type of error was st·reaaed. 

· the etndent tanctod to make the old error 

while oo.rraating others. 
VII. Sat 6 indicates an imJlrovemant over set 11 in 

fact. the net docreaaa is 85. However. this set 
Bhov1s an inoraa.se in total over set 4:. The 

errors whioh oau.oo tha inc:raaaa of set 6 ovar ·sat . 

4 are. espeoially: 

l. Disagreement of aubjac~ and praaioate (8) 
2, · Cha.nga of }Jsst tense· in main clause { 9) 

z. \'Vrong pa.!3t tense or past pa.rttoipla (10) 

4 •. Wrong verb used fll) 
s. Incompleto aentanca {21) 
6. Omission Of word. or phrase { 39} ·• 

Each of these errors shows oona1d.erable fluctuation 
between sets l tp 6 with noticeable ls.alt of 
improvement in aet 5 e.a oomparecl with the preoad• 

1~ set, al thou~h 1 t (set 4) ahovve an improvame.nt 
aa compared with.sat 3. Perhaps. these factors 
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are causal: 
l. As stated a11ove set 5 was not written 

t1nder normal oondittons., due to tha recent . 
Christmas holidays and the approaching examina-
tions. These produced two o«>ndi t1ons which l ' . I / . 

Thorndike li~ts as being unfavorable for improve• 
ment: other 1n.terests (than this sub 3eot or sohoo:i, 
in general) and worry~ 

2. Appa.rentl7 in these classes in whioh the 
, emphasis was. dr1ll work, the drill was :based upon 

the noticeable ei-ro:rs as 1thay appeared. F.or set 

63 

4 these were many in number ~ut pertained, espeoiaJ.l~, 
to errors 1'1, 18, 34,,56• 56• 38; and the11a.was 
improvement in all.'of these in set 5, with the 
exception of 1'1 and 18. Error 1'1, m.isoell.aneous 
misuses ~f adjeat:lva and .adverb 1ncrea.sa.a; while 
error 18, usa of wrong or s~e~fluous con3unotion 
remained stationer;v. ,~Ho~~3ove.r .. t 'tha outat-S:fiding 
increase in set 5 was made in errors which were 

" I 

low in sat ,-. Evidently b~tween ec;rt ~ and aet 4 

the strengthening of .the bo~a.s. t¥ld their satls-· 
fytngnass, foi- these errors was insufficient,. for, 

.. . . . ' 1. Thorndike, .E. L., '"Educational Psyoholog;y • Briefer 
Oourse" P• 205 



as soon as the omi.~ha.sts ot the drill work, ~hi!t• 

ad to otha:t errors., the or1g1nal ones tblld to 

i~en.ppe.a».. J?et!'hr1ps, not onl;v is the element of· 

sa.ttgfytngnesa laoktng to" these ln.a.1 v!d.a.l1l.P 

whGtn tho1 da not maJta thase e~rort\f but nl.so te 
the slemgnt of u..nnov1nsnese laaldnt when they 

do mal1to the erl'!ors. · 

ln, ref ot'onoe to tloc:ceaaee o:t arl'o,.-s. 1 t, 

ls 1n\e'teottns to note th&t. tn ganaitai,. the 

4~01'80.!lOS are. .lowat' th~n. th~o lntt'l'tlfl,~$S tn ff Gt 5 • 

Vttr, In splta of the 1ncronse of arrora 1n set 5 
~A, 

ovar ~·o:t. 4. there ts a ~ot improvement 1,n the "O." 

~trortp ot as, which. le gre~t9tt bhan tbut .. of the 

.. n1
• 3nn:tors. Thie shows the ga,ne1•al effaatlve• 

ness of drill 1n tho "CP' alaas,efh. 

xx. i'he total numbnr of orroJtll for. the flve 4lets of 

tham$S la 1654 1 '\fbloh te .~u1 eiverage, of le~~ than 

tba'b of tbe 0 B" group. ~ht8 total, also, le ln.-
•l1oat~ve ot the affaot1vone1:1s of dl'111 1n tha 
0 011 ol1J.aees • The chief ciontrt'btttors to th1s totnl 

1. 1J1espell1ng ( 45) 

2. Errors ln aentenc~ struottn•e f 21. 22. 25) 

a. Omtaatone ( ~~9 l 
4. lUao~llan.eo1uJ errors ( 47) 

x. · Thct uvort1go · nmnber of er~ote pet' set for the alaas 

ae a \vbole to '166 as aontrastea wlth 1096.G av~r· 
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. age number of errors per ·aet for the freshman . 

olaaa as a whole. 
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SU'.MMARY OF ·DATA SHOVm IN .. 

TABLES VI~ VII, VIII .. 

\ ; .. 
I 

I Ea.oh ·section shows a general improvement between 
sets land 6. For the "A" group th~s is 126; for· 
the "'Bn. 65; and fo1 .. the "O", 83. · The deo~aa~e 

however ~radua~ is not. in any of the thr~e.~. The '~A!.~ 

group · l!as ·1 ts. peaks in eats l, 3, and 5; the ttB" 
. ' ' ' . ' . J 

in sat B •• suoh a tremendoue~increase that it is 
! • ' - lir··.:· 

.. extr:amely difficult to _aooount f~r; . thf) ."O", in 
. ~. 

sat 6. It ta interesting to note,that. aside. ;from 
~ .' t ·, ' 

the increase in set 5. the most . gradual and noxt. 

to the highest deor()ase takes place 1ntha ciasses . . 
in which tbare was a systematic drill 1rt grammar, 
punctuation, e.nd sentence struct~re. in apita o"f 
the fact that these ware the classes of the lea.at 
ability. 

II. The average number of errors per set varies with the 
section, although''tha expaoted'' doea not occur in 

tha ~unior olasaaa. as the "B" average exceeds the. 
"O" average. ~he average of ar_rors per set is- .as 

follows: ''A". 187.6; "B". 507.6; and "Q''.270.a-
, • . t' . 

III The Olttstant11ng errors .and thair percentages for 
each section in tha five eats are: 
A• For tlte "Att group: 

1. :Misspelling (45) 'l~ 
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2. i!lrrora tn miscellaneotts pu.notuation ( f>2) .. 

z. Omiseiona (39,40) 8% 
4. · '.Miaoellaneou.s a:trta-•6 f 47) s% 
5, Errors in sentenoe ~tru.cture (21, 22, 23) 

lh For, the "B'~ grou.p: 

1 .. · Omissions (39• 40) 19% 
2. · .M~sapalling (45) 141' 

5%' 

3. Errors in aantanoe structure (21,22,23) s% 
4. Uiscellaneoll.S errors (47) &}& 

5. .Errors in miscellaneous punctnat1~n · ( 47 )' 5~ · 

a. For the "O" .sronpt 

i. :&risapelling C 46) 15% 

2. Ezitrors in aantanca structure (21,22.23) 15% 

5. Omissions (39.40) 6% 

4. Misoalla.neons errors {47) 5~ 

5. Errors· in miscellaneous punctuation ( 52) · g1/, 
IV. Tha outstundi.ng errors and their .·paroentnges in . 

the :f'iva sets ~or the class. as a whole. are: 

1. Misspelling (45) 15% 

2. Er'tors in sentence r:rtru.atnra (21,-22.23) 14~ 

3. Omiesio.ne (39,40) ~~ · 

4. Errors in miscellaneous l'unctuat1on {32) 6% 

5. Misoellaneona· a:rr·ora ( 47) &fo 

Thu~ 50% of the er,.ors of the junior class fall in• 
to these five general types• 
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v. The to,tal errors of the junior cl~1ss are 38SQ,~ · 

The groups shared '.this in ~he follwo.ing m~nner:: 

l. .The ''At' with a total of 938 made 24,49% 

.of the errors ..• 

2. The "B" with a total of 1558. made 4.0.16. ~ 

of the total errors • • 

. 3. The "0" with a. total of 1564 made 55 .ze% 
; ;ot the total eri-ors. 

J 

VI• The average number of errors par set for the class 

a..s a whole, is '166. 

VII. The factors that affect the rate of improvement 
in the junior classes are pra.otically the same 
as. those considered in reference to the freshman 
olaaa, However. there are a :few different fa<~tor·s. 

'rhaae include; 

1 •. Inthe."A'' and,"B'' groups,. the emphasis is~ 

: upon narration, d:>soription. exposi tton. . 
. and argument; v1hila elimination. of errors 
is a. seoonda.ry interest. 

2 •. Extra-cu.rrioula.r aotivitiea and their divert• 

in~ interests are greater fol' ~uni ors than 

for freshmen. As to whether this is ,to the 
advantage of the freshmen or the juniors 

1. ,, l 

is unknown. 
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A. COMPARISON OF DATA.SHOW~ IN TABLES III, IV, V 
\VITH THOS.i!l TABLBS VIi VII• AUD VIII 

I. Each aeotion of both classes shows a net improvement 
between sets l and. 5• 

II. In the freshman class the average number of errors 
per set for a section ·ahowa an increase from "A0 

,, . 

through "B" to "C ", In the junior c~ass • however, 
this.is not true, as the "0° average numbor of errors 
per se't is less than the. "B" --.- the effect of'. change 

of oou~se content.. in the "C '' aa·o ti on. from the 
usual ~tt~ior work to drill in oompoei, tion. 

\ . 

.. 

III In the freshman class. the outstan~ing errors and 
their·peroantages 1n tha five sets ~or the class, 
as a whole, are: 

l• Misspelling (45) 19% 
·2. Errors :ln ·sentence structure ( 21., 22 ,'23) l~. 

with the rar·-.aining 68'; .scattare.d somewhat evenly 

over the 43 kinda of errors. 
In the junior cl.ass, however, 6o% o:f the errors fall 

into comparatively high percentages. .~heae are: 
l. Misapell,ing {45) 15% 

2. Errors in sentence structure (21,28.2~) 14~ 
3. Omissions f39) 9% 
4. Error 1n miaoellaneous pnriotu~tion (52) 6% 
6. Miaoallaneous errors (47) 6% 

IV• Th11a in both olassea the most common error is. 



M~sspell1ng. with errors in sentenoe structure,, rank-

i:ng seoond • The totals for misspelling: ara as 

follows: . 
. Sets: 

Freshman '"A" l .3 4 5· Tota.la Rank 

Fr ashman ''A'' 45 39 76 ' 55 50' 265 ·4 
' 

Freshman "B" '10 83 86 68 99· 406 5 

Freshman nor• 62 '12 12'1 83 70 414 6 

Junior "A'' 19 '•. 21 . 43 20 '49 J 152 l 

Jttnior "B1t 24' 62 5'1 . 40 41: 224 3 

Junior "O" 49 40 58 43 42 212 2 

From these totals 1 t would seem that the "A" juniors 1 

/ are the best spellers; the ·"On ·juniors are the next 
beat; while the "Ii" junlol'e rank next.· The "A*' fresh• 
men have a few more than the "Ott juniors; but betw:een 
the nA" and "B" freshmen .there ia a.decided increasaj 
and tha "O" freshmen rank lat1t, with fi1 slightl~ hig~­

er total .than that. of the "B't section. 

'13 

In the 909 themas written· by. frsshmen, · 1080 v1orda 

were·miaspelled; in the 1~06 themas written by juniors. 

588 words ware misspelled. This mae.ns that eacth fresh• 

man averaged 1.19 misspelled words 1n·five themes and 
. . 

that oaoh jnn1or averag~cl .53 word.a 1.n five themes. 

Tha~e misspelled words have ~ean compiled, in 
two groups ---- (1) those misspelled more than twice 
and (2) those miaapelled twice or less. 



wo~da ·misspelled more,· than twice · 
. ' ' . ' , . ' ,- ' ~ 

{The numbers follwwing the 1;words 
...... 1 . r,1 

show how of.ten e'.ach word ;was miapelledJ 
,. ·~ .· 

across 3 
~11 ri.rsht 11 
almost 5 
already 4 

·an ll 
apartrri'ont . 4 
around 12 · 
arouaad 12 

biOlfOle 6 
brakes 6 

:ce.rborator 6 · 
carelessness 12 
chores 12 

, climbed 12 · 
closely 12. 
coming 4 
crossed 12 

decided 5 
disappeared 12 
disc·ovarod 4 
~roppad..4 
down 5 

engine 10 

'finally 19 
for 4 · 
four 6 . 
frantically 3 
frightened 4 

gas 3 
gasoline 5 
·getting 3 · 

.. ·~Oing 5 

' " . 
· gone 3 

grabbed 6 

happened 4 
horses 7 

saturday·z 
· slip_ped 3 
·soma 3 

., ·~:stepped 3 
stopped.40 
sane.rate 3 

imagine 11 ·.separated 5·· .. 
irntnediately. ll. ;ShOJlping Z. 
impossible ll steor 3 · 
inaonveniant 5 · steering 3 

.·'investigate ii· ·-.'.skidded· 5. 

know 6 
magneto 11. 
mecha.nio Z 

·message 5 
mim1te: 4· 
month.3 
necessary ll 
night a · 

of 3 
·off 9 
on 3· 
overalls :; 
ordinarlly.5 

plan.nad 25 
puncture 5 

. nuite 3 · . 

radiator 4 
~a.bbl t 6. 
restaurant 4 
running 35· 

ala1gh.4 
equirrelsZ 
au..r:prisr:1 6 
siveater 5 

i· • swimming 6 

telephone 3 
. then a 

·.there 7 
thol1gh 4 
thot1ght· 6 
through· lo 

· tirad 3 
together ;? 
·tv10 3 · 

uncle 3 
until 35 

wait 5 
waited 3 
waiting 3 
water 3 
whe·ther 4 
whistle 4 
with 3. 
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Wotda · mtss11elled, onae or· twice 

abot1t 
abroad' 
aooelerator 
accidentally 
acquainted· 
aoquir,ed, 
admitted 
aer·ial 
aeroplane 
after, 
afterwards·. 
again · 
ago 
all 
allow·ed 
along 
although . 
always. 
amateur 
ambitious 
a.mbulanc·e . 
amusement· 
and 

· an.emic. 
angrily 
announced 
·an.other. 
·anxious 
anything 
any 
anyway 
apparatus 
apparel 

· apolo.gized 
apology-. 
arose 
arrived 
assumed 
arguing. 
ate 
attention 
avoid 
away 

baggage 
banana 
barely 
barrell 
both 
battery 
battle 
bawling 
before 
began 

coaxed 
Colorado 
combatant a 
oommiasa.ry. 
completely 
oomplaxion 
confusion· 

dr:e.matia 
dreaded 
driven 
drowsy 

···.ducky· 
during 
duties· 

before 
began 
being 
beginning 
behooves 
below 
bend 
beneath · consented .. 

·better 
between 

conscience easier 
bit 
blackberry 
both 
breath 
branches· 
bumpy·· 

consist aasliy 
· continn.ous · effeot · 

buried 
business 
but 
button 
buggy 
bttlletin·· 
burned 
cabbages 
cabinet 
came 
captured· 
car 
08.t .. bon .. 
careful 
caring'. 
carrying 
cashier 
·caught 

.. cha.grin 
charm 
championship 
ohance 

.. chasing 
chasm 
ohauffer. 
choker 
Chin 

oon~eyanoe eighteenth 
country eighth 
couple either 
course elated· 
cousin · electrician 
cra.nk . employees 
ore.nked .. ·.emergency · · crept endeavoring' o·rime , ·. enough 
croquet .. · enthueia.em . orowd . entered · .. 

. curb . especially 
curbing·:· ast1mat1on 
curly e:vening. ' curta.1na avanly 
cu.rving ever .. 
cus:tom. . avidantlY, 

·cylinder .. exactly·. 
. examined· 

da.mag~, .. .. · exas·perating 
dared . .exoitedlj' 
da;va . · .. exciting . 
dac.1·ared ' elio1 tement < 
deapaltment .. · ·exhausted· 

·depot .... · : . -·exped1t1on· · 
aaat.i.natio11 · experience ': detour 
digging · · .. . fatlure 
.di.la~td&.tad faint 1ng · . 
diffict1lt·y , ·: fairly .. · .. '. ... 
directions · · famil·ies· ··· 

, disappearing fashioned 
disappointment father· 

· di ac omf 1 tu re " 'f'aul t. · ohttm 
choking 
.clamored 

·. dira?~l\>~:\ · feel•· · 
· " dirty . , feeling I; clapping 

clerk 
"oloder 
clothes 
clover 
olutoh 

diaga.at·aa: · felt 
doesn't · fence 
dollars fifteen 
downstairs filling dragging · 



1'',. 

'/. :' 

'·'16 

financial bills jarked mine ' ' , hfnd finest .jammed :Minnesota 
. five hire minnows · 
·fix " hiring. kept minu.taa 

.'; football hitting · xs.naaa ot.t1 mishap 
:forgot hobble 'ltind rniss 
fortuna.talzr hold knew mies ad ·forty holding knob llisspuri 
.found holiday know molasses 
f aurtean home knickers · month 
fracture ·homeward morning 
freeze ·honked laid· more 
frianqs honking lantern motor 
full hoped laps motored 
fullness .. horrid . laugh. motorman 
.furrow hou.ea ·laughed J mo11ntainous how Lawrence moving· 
garage however learned mow ad 
gather:. ~ httmorad leading mysterious ' humming gear. leaped 

. girls hungry least natural 
goodby- hltrrie,d Lea"trenworth near 
goo~ly hydrartt laaves neat 
gorilla loft . nocess! tated 

.gravel icy letting need 
great. · if lengthwise needed 
greatly image l1)31Jted · . n~groes 
grip lm1tstion liked ·neighborhood 
ground ir'."mensely limbs nev··1s stand 
group impatient little next· 
growling important long no 
grudgingly incident loss not 
guess inoonvenienoad1oud notice 

. guide industrio11s 'lU.Ck nuisance· . 
guns tndepa.ndanoe luckily m1mber information lunch 
had injure lytng ocoastan 
haan•t inning' oooaaionally 
hailed lntolligontly obstinate 
half' interfered machine oft an 
half•wa.y invaria12Jly made Old 
ha.nd•ca.r inter-city manage older 
Ha.llowa•en inventor marshmallows 
happening intermediate masquerade once 
harnessed· 1ntaru.rban msybo one 
having it meadow one's 
hayloft interior maa.nt only 
headed instead maobanism opening 
hearing it ma et opera.tor 
heavy messenger operation 
h1daotrnly ~umped mat opponents 
hiding arks mid opportunity 

milk 



o·ppoaite· 
organiaod 
Orphaum 
our 
outsicla 
over 
palace 
pallor 
parading 
parcels 
participate· . 
particular 
partner 
party. 
passenger 
past 
patiently 
peace 
peoulisr 
pedal 
pedala-
peal 
peeling 
penalty 
perhaps 
performed 
perplexed 
persuade· 
petrified 
pionio 
pile 
place 
planning 
platinum 
platform 
played 
playing 
pleasant 
plenty 

\ ,: 

quickly .. -· 

pole 
pony 
porch 
poultry · 
practicing 
praoiou.s 
predicament 
prepared 

pressure · 
presumably 
pravionsly 
price 
privilege 
procaae 

·profession 
prominent. 
pronouno od 
proof 
propeller 
puddle.· 
pullman·· 
pulmotor 
purpose 
putting 

ran 
· · rai-ning 

rather 
·· ray 

ready · 
realistic 
.ra~ently 
receiving 

. remember 
rem·ambered 
reneated 
respiration· 
results · 
rheumatism 

, ridden 
ridge · · 
riding 
right 
riot 
road, 
rolled 
romantic, 
ropes 
rooms· 
ro~igh 
roughest 
ru.bbi'eh 
run 

· salve 
sandwiches 
saying , 
soattorad 
schedule 

S8lla~a~aa. 
scretving 
searched 
seemed, 
sense 
senses 
separator 
saver al 
seventies 
severely· 
shabby · · 
ahadQ 
shad.··· 
sh:la1d , shining , . 
ahottld. 
shows· 
ah owed 
shewn 
S.ign . 
similar.· 
singlenes~ 
aitting 
Skating 
skelaton 
.skidded , 
sled$. · · 
slipped 
·sloped 
slowly 
Smithville 
emoo't;h 
snappy 
snowy , . . 
soaking· · 
solid 
something 
soon. 
sophon1ore 
sound 
speech 
spend 
JqlJJIJ 
spied:", . 
Spilled 
spinned 
sprained 
squeeze 
staid 
stared 
eta.ring 

station 
I ata.yad · 

steadily 
steep. 
steeped 
stirt1Up 
stomach 
stooped 

·atop 
stopping 
at·oraga · : 
atraigh~· · . 

·· straightened 
· strapped · 

atraet,· 
· Strtlggled 
attlbborn 
stumbled~. 
atraddle·d 
·substantial 

·. · :a'b.ooaadad . · 
aucoeseful .. 

·· suoceasion· · ·· 
· suctton, •·· · 

·' suddenly" 
suits 
summer · 
sunburnt 
sunny 
sunshiny. 

·supper• 
·sure 
au.rely .. · · · 
surprised 
.surveyed 
surrounded 
· anxar'ounding 
sweat 
sweet 
switch 
syrup 

ta.ntaliaa 
. ·. tapping. 
· .. ::t~ray . . 
· tax1··· .. · ... 
· taaofier 
:·tearing 
technique 
telegraph .. 
telegr~p~ed 



telegram 
ten· ··· 
terrible 
CJerriblY 
terrified 

·than 
the 
tha1l' 
they . 
thinking 
thing 
those 
thrashed 

· three 
threw 
thoroui_5hlr 
thundering 
tickets 
tied 
time 
tire 

: .too 
· topsyt11rvy 

tou.1•ists 
·toward 
town. 
trafflo 

· transferred 
treacharo11s 
treas el 
tro11ble 
trunk 
travel 
traveled 
traveling 
trifle 
trimmed 
trying 
turmoil 
turn 
twelfth 

unau.ainass , 
unbuttoning 
unfn·111ar 
unfort11na te 
umtsually 
up 
ttS 
using 

ttsua.11; 

valuable 
:van.a 
·various 
V<:UJ1 
via.duct 
visit 

wagon 
was 

',:wataxed 
watoh . 
v1a.teh1ng 
weather 
v.roariaoma 
Wednesday 
weeks 
wa 1ll 

·went 
were 
weren't 
what 
when 

·where 
which 
while 

·whipped 
whistling 
.whose 
wind 
v.riring 
witnaasing 
would 
wound 
wraps 
wrapped 
.wrack 
wraokaga 
wreok1ng 
wrong 

you•ra 

zoology 

vs 



The factors which affect thamattar of spelling 
l 

ara numerous. Hollingworth liats twalve possible· 
factors, ~naluding: · 

11" . Sensory defects,· ai ther the eya or the 

2.· General intelligence •. . . 
· 3. Faulty pronunciation. . .\ ._ 

4• False attdi tory perception •. 
5. False visual J>eroeption. 

G~ . Failure to remember; failure to retain 
1. . 

7. Motor awbmrdnass and inco•Ordina.tion. 
a. Lapses, 

• ' I ~ 

9- .Transfer of ha.bi ts prav.1ously acquir~d. 

10. Idiosynoracies. 

ll• Temperamental traits. 
12. Heredity .. 

Thus in order to account for the words included 
in the spelling· list.above a minute and intrioata 

study .of each word and eao~ ind1vidnal misapellirig 

the· word would. need to be made. Such a study would 
l 

require, according to Hollingworth• and to common 
aenea: 

le A direct examination· of the individual. 
2. A family histox•y. 

3. A development history, 

4. ·A eohool hiatoryr. 

1. Hollingworth·, s. L., "Special Talents and Defectst' . 
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l 
Gates states that (1) the most common cause 

of misspelling is inadequacy of acquaintance with 

the visna.l form of the word. (2) inability.to muke 
an analytical attack upon unfamiliar words is typi""" 

cal of a, poor speller, and ( 3} spelling of words 

must be acquired by specific praotiqe, 
The latter ls very significant and is stated 

repeatedly by various authors ln ;thair discuss ion 
of the psychology of spelling. Clearly stated·, 

each \Vord ·in the langttage is a new problem and· mu.st 
be learnec1 as a separate act and ia in no wiao direct-
ly dependent on the learning of other words• 

This statement is illustrated by the fact that 
the narrative top.lea, ''Starting the Car" and "A l:larrow 
.Escape" (vihen this oc·ourrad. in an automobile 
accident or near•accldent) caused ·the greatest number 

of misspelled words. Tbis lives true in four of the . 

six soatlons. Such words as naooalerator", "battery"• 
nbu.mpy". "oar" t "carboh''f. "ohau.ffeur", "choker" t n'ahok• 

1ng"' "clutoh't t . "oonveyanae0
' "crank"' "ora.nked n t 

uou.rb", "curbing'' 1 "cylinder"• "machine"• nmeohanism" 
"motor", eta. show ·the effect of a partly lea.l."'nad 

vocabulary required in this specific subject. These 
·are words· which probably are more peculiar to the 
3paak:f.ng than tha wri tirig vooabttlary of high school 

l •. Gates, A. I •• "'.rhe Psychology of Reading and 

Spelling". 

eo.·. 



stud.ants• Moreover. many of the stu.d.enta · probably-
have 1naocn.ruta Ol" !noorreot andi to'ry. end Viau.al 

conceptions of these words-
.As to what to d.o in orda·t;· to improve the apt~ll• 

i.ng conditions in this or an.v si tna.tton, .expe·rlmenta 
i· 2 3 

of Gates, Hollingworth, Witty and ot~era h.avalead 
to the general conclusi~~~, that ·any ebild of average 
intellig19¥J.oe and normal sensory eapaci·ty <Hl1Llt:J<iit•rt 

I , " 

to spell.· if .sufficieht drill oa.n ba u.ndergona~. Th.~1a .-

oarrying this 1daa·. ftt.:rther; the condi tiona shown 
in the three aeotiona of the two ala.seas 
uae.d of this study .. could. be improved. by means o·f epac~ 

ific and well-outlined drill. 
4 

Witt7 1n his 0 tantattve oonclus1ona'1 , as s 
raault of ·an expt.n•lmant· with 25 oases o:t so•called 

apolling · di':Ja.biliJ;y states: ''The Law of Exe:roise. 

wi tho·1t duo attention to the La.,vs of Readiness and . 

of Effect. may be insufficient. Spelling.ability 
consists in·t~o :formation of hiera.rc~les·o:r orga.niz• 
ed bonds. J.tora attention mu.at be given to tha ·rea.~1-
neao of ·the ohlld_to fotm spaoifio bonds .. and to the 
best ti· ·e for establishing certain new or diff1ou.1 t 
ones. 'l'hara u.ndoubteclly ma~]'.;;, be a.n ()ffiaient · techni .. 

1. Gahes. A. I., 'tl?ayahology of l~eading and Spelling" 
2. Hollingworth. L. s • .- nspeoial Talents and Defectsn 
5 • Witty, Paul A., . "Diagnosis and Remadial 'l'raatmont 

of I'oor s1,ellars 0 to· appaa.r in Journal of Ed• 
Rasoaroh ln fall of· 1925 

4. Witty, Paul A.• 11Diagnosie and Remedial Treatment 
of Ptior Spellers" 
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qua in developing the spelling· f'unctton .• ,n I 'I ' 
Gates outlines a detailed procedure for the 

teaohor and. for· the atua.ent to ·follow in order to 
improve spelling •. In an experiment.· the various ·· · 
ala.seas using th& suggested method made m·oro .than 

' . ' ' 

twice the improvement made in a1mfla.~ clas.ses in the 
· average s.ohool• This method ncomprtses d~re.ct prao• 
t1oe in pronu.noiat:ton a.nd 'visual \study by syl.lables 

' . 
or more inalualva units. with a device for cbaoking 

) ' . ~ . ' 

acou.raoy by 'vtsualtzation• and by writirtg; It pt1r-

posae to secure Cl) appropriate.habit~ of visual per--i 
oept.ion of words, .( 2) correct. pronu.ricia.tio.n~ ( z'> 

I ' 

ability for.independent. analytival attaok, and (4) 
final mastery thro1tgh · Vfi.i ting~· Spelll~. rnlas, ~ord 
gronpinga, dia.or~ti.cal marks, ete •• · are used very 

aparin~lY•" 
2 

"'Learning is oonneoting; a.nd teaching·· is the 
arrangement 'of sitnationa which .wtll laad to de"s1i*-
a.ble bonds and make them sat1afylng1' ia the keynote· 
of the spelling.problem. 

V • The p~roentages of the total errors of the two class-
es distributed EMotions oi' the two classes oocur in 
tha following order: 

Freshman 11An 

.., "B" 
rt r·· "O" 

30.95% 

32•99~ 

36.06a%. 

Gates• A. I., t•payohology· of Reading and· Spelling, 
pages 78•87 ~ 
Thorndike. E. L. • "Edncat,lno.al Psychology ... »rief• 
er Oot1rse", r. 174. ., 
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•1un1or "A" 24.4g%, 

tt "Bu 40.16%' 
1t "O" 55.055' 



.- ' ' 

. 1'.ABL~S t II TO VI Il •. 

Tables III to VIII show the <U.atr:lbti.tion of a~rors 

1n the 4.7 ceitogo11iae anc1. the. fiva setu fot classes of 

"A", 1'B", and "Of1 grou·p:tng. Rovraver~ in tlia final analy-. 

e1s the 1ndiv1d.u.a.l rather than the cla.aa: ·1n ·the important 

·oonsiderat101h Fol" this reason Tables .U to IlV have besn . . 
made· by.dividing the figu.rea of Tablas l:I!·to VIII by the 

I • . 

84 

numbor of inaivldu.~U.a· in each group, aa 1ndioatad in Table 

I. Thus Tables IX to XIV show tho average distribution 
of errors J>Or ind1vidttal in each of' tho. freshman and 

juni.or .grou.:r)s, "A'\ "B", .and ucp•. The ·f~ga.res 1ncU.cate 

the same t~n,as ·of tot.r!lS as those of Tables III to VIII 

do, but in terms of the individual. 



Error l .· 2 ·3 
l Q •033 0 
2 0 0 0 
3 0 .022 0 
4 0 0 0 
G .,oa!l'('t ~011 •025 
6 • o s:ir~:~:. •044 ·•65 
'1 .QlOSE .055 .0125 
B 0 ~011 .0375 
9 .·13 .-055 . .,-0375 
10 .rl6 .053 .• 05 
11 ~'C,.32 .• ;053 .-1 
12 .~0108 ,,·011· •·0125 
13 .-032 .'044 .·oss 
14 0 0 .:0125 
15 .021 · ... 022. .-0125 
16 0 .-011 ··0125 
1'1 .032 .055 t03'15 
18 .13 • -10 .112 
19 .01oa 0 •0125 
20 .01oa .• -011 .0125 
21 .27 .• 123 .• 1 
22 ~62 ~·221 .• 55 
23 .0100 .• 22 .·05 
24 .0108 .• 10 .0375 
25 .098 0 .1 
26 ,113 .• 155 .. i ·• 27 •043 .• ·022 .• -0625 
28 ··043 . .-011 0 
29 .1oa .• oo5 .• 0126 
30 '.119 ... 033 . • 125 
31 •021 .• 033, ,Olfll 
32 .. 119' ·;.·J.22 .• ·7 
.33 0 0 0 
34 .021 0 0 
36 0 0 0 
56 .076 .• 10 ~.Ol 75 
37 .21 .• 133 · .• 1212 
38 .347 •156 :,l 
39 .-297 .255 .337 
40 •021 0 .• ·225 
41 .043 • -033 .0:?'15 
42 .021 0 .0375 
43 .035 .022 .075 
44 -0108 .022 .0125 
45 .489 ···453 ~.;95 

46 .119 .. 12a ... 3 
4'1 •2!';1 .111 .287 

..0 t<~ ~ m co .qt . i.:<~ 

~ 1.0 0 r,-.. 
0 • ~ ...., • t<) • 0 

\:1 ' 
..qi 4Qi 

4 
-.0125 

0 
-.0126 

0 
.-0625 
.125 

0 
.0626 
.·228 
.08"15 
• ·05 

0 
.18'1 

0 
0 
0 

.-0375 

.2 
··0125 
.0125 
•075 
•337 
.15 
.025 
.os25 
itl5 
.-05 
.0375 
•025 
.0375 .os 

' .• 5. 
110126 

Q 

•l 
··287 
.112 
,125 
.• 2 
.05 
.0875 
.'0625 .oa 
,.0625 
.68'1 
·.125 
~02 

I.(') 
1.Q 
t--
lQ • 
~ 

.5 
:.012 

0 
0 
0 

.';·t05"/ 
0 

;.01~ 
.062 , .• iav 

... ·oa7 
·•·QV5 

() 
.0 

0 
,,.012 

0 
;.112 
.• 012 . .•.. 0 
.• 012 
.075 
t.187 
:.137 .• oz1 

0 
.112 
.,05 
.• 012 

0 
·•OZ7. 
Q05 
;.0115 

0 
0 .-oa2 

:11075 
.• 099 
«099 
.• 2aa 
.'076 
.oa7 

0 
.037 

0 
•062 

85. 

· •.l' nt. Ill t-t · T..ABL.Lil IX 
.;;.0675 

o. 
:· .• 0345' 

0 
·;•2225 
·t.240 
·:.0903 
~t.1'130 
'.;.;6575 
.~:.·40'16 
~-·290 . 
,.,0343 
;··348 
,.0125 
'*10875 
t,.0235 
;,2690 
f.•554 
~-0358 
··0688 
;.643· 

tl;.815 
•e56'7S 
,.2105 
····2605 
'•647 
:··2275 
····1036 
, .• 2005 
•13515 
1•1'6'17" 
:.516· 
.• 0125 
:.021 
·•162 
.,..5555 
~-.6759 
'•837 
,.577 .. 
.371 .0 ,.eaao . 
.• 1210 
.. 217 <I 

·1078> 
2.521 

TIU:!l AV.@HAGE: 
DISTRIBUTi:on OF 
ERROH3 PER 
INDiVIDU .AL Ul 
THE FRESlU1t1U .,, A" 

., 

GROUJ:>S 

Th.is table shows 

the ·errors per 

1nd1 vidua.l. (that 

is •. 'the class 

errors divided 

by the numbei- of 

students·) ~in 

f .rasb.man n,Att 

ol.tissea '·1tt a·ats 

'' 

Average number of 
'• errora·per set:: 

Nat "improvement 

r t1ecraasa o·f 

errors, botwa
1
an 

sets· 1 and-5 

c'099 .. -..765 
11062 .711 

0 tQ 
<D ro 
t.Q 0 qt s-1 • • • 
OJ a. 

rf 



Tabla IX shows the following :facts whioh perttiin to 

the ~vernge !ndivtdual in t~e fre~h~an ,.".A" groups 

I. The average nnmbor of ·arrors pal' set :for each in• 
divi(lttal is 3.82 with a total of 19.1085 erro1•a 

and a fluotuat1on in tha totals per set from 4.05 
to s.04 to 4.97 to 4.57 to 1.45~ 

.It. The· ar."."ora which aau.se the totals ·~inct the variations 

of to'tala shift· in general, ·althon.gh misspelling 
. . . I 

-( 45) 1s the outstanding error Qf sate l to 4 w1 th 

omlsa ions· of word or phrase· a.s great as in set 5 ·• 

For·tnata~ea, the.second highest error of aaah set 
is us follows: : 

l.r Set 1 t- improper use of capital (ZB) 

. 2. Set 2 _._ Om1as1on of word: or phrase ( 39) · 

3. Set 3 ~· misoallananu.a pnno1;uat1on (Z2) 

4. Sot · 4 ..... !U.aoellanecma punotu.aM.on ( 32) 

5. Sat 5 .,.,. change of past tense in mo.in· .cltiuse 

. ( 9) and failn.re to maka aantanoe 
·~ \'$ 

for haw thought (22) 

Of the five types of brrors·in th1~ ltet.·that of 

sat· 5 ia the laaat elomontary; or·, in other words 
" . ' ' .... 

the: less elamenta:ry sr1~ors ware l"aduoed or alimtn• 

a.tad more· oo.sily. 

IIt. The net improvement or decroaaa of errQrs between 
. ' ' 

sate l ana 5 1s· 1.6 or 4.~· o~ tha average nrunbar 

of ~rrore par sot. 
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This ,improvement is made', ah1efly,, 'by: the 

. decreo.se~.betwean aert·f;J ·l and 5 in th~ following: 
' ,, . \' ~ . .... 

l. l11sspall1ng ( 46) ~ The· d~a~ease in t~t,,a error 

.;ls .. (rr~1.ta great,· as it is· from .«48 words in set~ l. 
' • • ' • c • .. • • • .., ~ 

..• 43. ~:crds in .~et. '~i, f95 words ,in ·set. '5t and ~GS v1ords 

in sat 4 to .os ~orda in, aat ·. 5 + · ThE:J . spelling problem 

in terms of the average distributi~n of. er·rors par 
• I ~~ ' 

individualo in the freshman °At~ .gr~up• does not seem 
, ) ·• . 

to be for thia group as difficult a:taak as earlier . ' .. ,. 

disoua.a1ons· of spelling. i'n.:th1s 'stll.~1." would iridicata. · 

2. Imp1 .. opar use of r.nip; tal ( 38). The improve•· 

mant of this· error is more gradual and· oonaistant 

than that. ~f m1aapall1ng, a.a· the da'ciraasa is from 

.347 to .is errors in sat a and .09 errors in se:t 5, 

following a grad\:u1l reduction in s~ts 0 •. and 4. 

· ,, 5.. ll:tsoella.naous pa..nctuation (32L. The de~;, 

crease. Of this follO?/S a dee !dad increase in set: 3. 

4. Failure to make naw sant~nce for. new 
' ;i.. • ' • 

thought {22). The dearaaa~ of this error" follows,(_ 
' ' ' 

notioeable fluotuatfons. as ths following figu.res 
' . .. ' •; . . ' 

indioat a: aet l, .• 52; aat 2; •22 ;· ~et t?• •55; setf~.~ • 

• 33; and sat 6, .·ia. 
''\, 

SU.oh varying ioccur..renoes in ~rrore,, as in' these 

suggests this question: would this.be the case id' there 

had been both class and individual inatr11ction? 
• 

87 



Error Setst: 
·1 2 . 5 

l . ' .o t.036 .060 
2 0 0 0 
3 .0 0 .012 
4 0 0 0 
5 .-023 •. 024 0 :a .195 ,. .024 .073 
11 .046, '.048 .060 a .ll4 .1a2 .146 
9 .03,i .QZG ~oa5 
10 .146 .102 ~146 
11 .034 '.024 .048 
12 0 '. 0 .012 
13 '.034 -~21:' .. oa5: 
14 0 0 0 
15 .011 .,024' .0114 
!G ;' .023 ' .012 0 
17 ~023 .024. .048 
18 .229 '··195 .170 
19· ~o '.024 0 
20 0 0 .012 
21 ,· .298 .• 219 ' ~121 
22 .701 ... 317 .~?04 

4 
.• 0=17 

0 
• 024 

0 
'.0~37 
.135 
.012 
.024 
.J.60 
.160' 
.037 

0 
.111 

0 
.012 

0 
.073 
.183' 

0 
0 

.049 

.02'4 

·5 Totafs 
.012 .145· 

·O 0 
0 .~056 . 

~025 .• 025 
,012· .096 
.025· •452 .o:;a .293 
.064 •630 
.0~1 ·· .536 
.17, .ao4 
.27· .', .413 
.011:? .024 
.25~ '.606 
.012 .012 
11026' 1.096 
.012 .04'1 
.051 •• 219 
.078 .ans 
.025 .049 
.012 .024 .o .. 1a .765 
•589 l.9Z5 

THE AVER.AG l~ 

01!" ERRORS , 

P.E:R nmrv-
IDUA 
IDUAL IN THE 

GROUPS 

Thia .table: shows 

the ar1•or~ ,, per 

.14clividttal ··(that 

is, the ol.nss 

23 .172 .158 .• 146·' .160 .oi;a .674 
24 

errors divided 
-.114 ' .158 " .109 

25 • ,'J .Oll 0 •. 012 
2G .126 .146 ' .207 
27 .114 '.048 .• 024..' 
28 0 0 .048 
29 ' .045 '.012 o. 
30 .011 '~036 .060 
51 .091 '.048 .097 
!?2 ' .146 11182 .• 329 
33 .o 0 0 
Z4 .011 0 0 
Z6 ' .023 .Q73. .012' 
36 .057 .170 .085 
Vl .126 .182 .207 
38 ' .333 .• 085 '.048 
:?9 .a10 .195 .390 
40 0 o·· () 
41 : .011 • 012 '.024 
42 ' .. 

0 0 .012 
43 .023 • 0~56' .03G 
44 .023 , .oaa , .o~.;s 
4r,' .ao4 i.01 .953 . .) 

4G .210 .109 .109 
47 .1:z;7 .207 1219 
48 
4 m C\'I ~ en ,... OJ ~ tO 

QS en qt LO 
+:' • 411 • 0 ~ ~ .qt 
E-i 

.024 0 
0 .12a . 

.111 0 

.012 .012 
' .03'1 0 

0 .012 
.012 .012 
·.-086 ~025 

' .160 .152' 
I 0 0 

0 0 
.049 :.0 
.172 .064 
.1~?5 .140 
~172 •025 
.. 160 .~68 '. 

0 .166 
.037 .0~38 

0 .064 
.024 .,Qfil 

0 .026 
.8391 .27 
.037 .140 
.103 .Ou4 

m 0 
0) ,.... 
~ 1.Q • • tQ ~ 

'•405· 
.157 by the nmnbar 
.590 
•2lQ · of s·tudents } 
.oa5 
a06Q 
.131 
,;.347 

~ in· fresh.man 

iinr1 c'laasea in 
.969 

0 
.011 
.l57 
.548 
.?90 

'.663 
l~32~ 

t1l66 
~122 
.. 076 
··170 
.t169 

4.8.,./G 
.Gl3 
.910 

~ 
t<) 
()') • a 

and 51t 

Average n11.m• 

,,ber of er~.ors 

par set :4.38 • 

Nat · j.m11rove• ·· 

ment or decrease 

of errors be-
tween' sots l 

and 5 • .412 
' -



Table X shows the, following ta~ts whioh ~erthin · 
to tha avaragE:'t individual tn the freshman "Bf' 
.grot1p: · 

. \ ' . 
I. The average .number of errors .. per set for 

,. f ' 

t.uwh individu.al. ia 4.38 ~iith a ·total of 

21,953 errors in the five sata and,a fluotuation 
in the total.a in the follmdng ma.nnari ae·t l, ·4. 9; 

sat 2, 4.4; aet 3, 4.6; · aa;t 4, 3.4;. and sat ·5, 

4,5. 
· II. The errors which cause ·the totals a.net the varia• 

tlons of totala in the five sets ahii't somewhat. 
Ho111ever, miaspe11ing ( 45 ) is still the p1•edomin• 
at:i~g error in ea.ah set. The .aaoond highest error 
1s the ea.me· in sets i, 2,. and 5·, this being error 
2a, failure to make naw sentence for new thoug'hti 
bu.t ·1s arrot 39• omission of word. or.phrase in 
set 3 and errors 47 and 18• m1eaellaneous errors 
and incomplete aentnacat in set 5, The third 
h1gh~st does vary in avar:y set• aa follows: 

l. Set 1 --- Improper use of car,1 tal (39) 

2, Set 2 ~~~ Miaoellaneoue errors (47) 
z. Set 5 ••• M:t.eoellaneoua punctuation (320 
4. Set 4 ·-- lvfiscellaneoua m.tm1sea of a.postro• 

phe (ZiG) 

5. ·set 5 --- Wrong verb uaad fll) 
This is true ,ger>niJ:tlly, in refa1"Bn\"Je to ma.Q.y ·of 

the otharcrerrors. 
III. !l'he net improvement or decrease of errors 



between sets l and 5 is 412 wh1oh is somewhat . 
rno.dost as QQm·pf:i:rgd with that of the freshman "A" 

' , 

group. The. lovn~st total is that of set 4 .. If tha 

total of sot 5 had not aat11ally· and considerably 

increased, the net improvarnant would have basn 

better. 21 errors contribµted to ·this .improva• 

mant.· 
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1 
2 
3· 
4 
5· 
G 

... 'J .. 
8 
9 . 
10. 
:ll 

• 12' 
13 
14 

·.15·· 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21. 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35. 
36 
~;7 . 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47' 

co 
0 ..... • U> 

t ~ 

·~ ~ co. 
: ('.} en . • • M 

SQ ,.... 
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Table X ahowa 'th~ following· faota. which perta!.n 
to. the average 'individual ·.in the 1reshman "O" .grOllp.: 

.t. The average nu.mo er .of errors per sa~ , for each in.;.. 

dividual 1~ '11344. vdth .a. tot~l of 3Q.-723 errors 
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in tba :five sets :und a :varta.tion :1.n':.the ·totals 1n. the 
foll~Hving J;tm.~er~ set), 6 .. 1~; set~, ofa~; set 3., 

11 .• 28; :set· 4,. ?i85: a.nil s~t; a·,\ t>.58 :. 
II. The errore \vhioh cause the "0° ind1Vldun1 the moa·t 

d1ffio11lty •. on aaoount of. their tana~ity are; 
i.: Miss~elling (45)~ whioh· ·shows ::a nat tncrrease 

of .·32 worda ~ 

2.. Wron~ paaf tenaa'. or p~1.s:t partioipl.e (10) 
3 •. : Wrong verb~ us,~d Jll) 

4. lJisoellanaaus misu.ses ~f adjao.tiva for 
adverb {l7J , 

5 •.. Inaompleta. senta:naa ( 2~ l. 
G, Failure tq make 'new sorttence for . netv. thoug'1.t ( 22) 
7, lUscellaneoi1a mi'stakes in sent'enoa strnottire (23} 
a• Fail'hra to use oa:p l'.ttt.l ' { V'l) ' ~ , '· . . .. 

III Tha n'at improvmn~nt or ·aaor.aase . of er:rora between . 
sets 1 and 5 is ~528 a.r,1. co:mpa~ad ·Vil tr\ e.n imp~c.rvement. 

of l.G in the 1•.A'' gr011p and.412 in ttia "B" group. 
The errors in which 1mprovamor1t took· ~j,laoa- a.re . ' 

liste)d att follows (with a star 'before,. those with the 

moat ·conspicnioua daore·<.l.se h 
l• 0 You" used indofini tely ( 6) 

2, JUsoalianaoua misuses of pronouns ( 'l) 



3. Ohanga of past tense in main olau.scn ( 9) 

4. Use of adjective for adverb (13) 
5. "Only" misplaced ~n sentenoa (15) 

6. Use of double naga:tiva 
' . ' 

93 

Use of wrong or su.pt:krfluons · conjuncr.tion { 18) 

a. Use of ~rronp; conju.notion (19) · 

9. Ulsmse of like (20) 

io. Ambig11i ty du.a to inde1fini te p~onominal 
raforaneoe { 24) 

11. No poriod (27) 

· 12* Independent cla:aaea of compou.nd aantenca 
\ 

not separated { 29) 

l3c No punotu.e~tion after. intridttotdlry express-

ion {ZO) 

14• Nama of ci t~l and state not·',aepa.1--ated ( 31) 

*16. "O'clock" writ·ton v1i.thou.t an apostrophe (:;5) 

· *1G. 11iaoallar1eou.s miElttaaa of a.poatro1Jhe ( 36) 
' ' ' 

· 17. Fa.iln.re to ttsa capital (37) 
*ls. Impropor use of oapital (3a·) 
*19,, Omission of word or phrase Ci9) 
*20. Misspelling of 'tthal.'rP. "tri~ra 0 • ( 44) 

*2111 lfieuHa· of quota.ti.on .me.rks (46} 

III• The thama of set Z wr1t·tan' by 1frie ·typical 0 0° 

freshman o on t llined 11. ~~84 E>r t .. ors, tvirlce the 

number. o:f orrora in ·the theme of· aat 6~ 'Dhe 

errors whioh oontnin the highest tot~ils land 



, ~lao., un incraasa ove1' sot 2) in the theme of 

eat 3 deal. e$pociall:y,. with! 

l. J .. U.aspolling 

2. Omissions 
3. Oapitnlizat!on· 

4. · l'u.notuation 

5. Sentence atmioture 
I' 

In faot, tha 1•asnl ts of this narrati"'te a.re some• 
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what t11aoourag1ng for "O" freshmen as they indicate, 

very necessary drill tn so many types of orrors. 
The elimination of errors \Vhich follows in sets 
4 and 5 is onoouro.g~ing. The total of. almost 

twalv'3 orrors par theme (and a snort. theme* too 
as tha freshman themes are gena1"nlly shorter 

than thoea of the juniors) suggests that a very. 
systematic intona1ve drill ia essential for 
th9se students. 
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a ~ c number of errors 
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i 2 3 A 4 s . 6 B 1 s · 9 O 10 11 12 13 y14 1s 
;;JJil-]}OEi\fcYJl{,~-SCIY.tA!~ "B" Q.nd non Grou12s . ( lfjf all sets) 

O - ~·- num~er of errors on a B - scale 
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A OO:tffiARI60N OF ._TI:IE TYI:i!CAL 0 A" "IF' AND 1'0" 

STUDJD!iT. 

I• The average number of errors per 1nd1viclttal ohov1a 
s d.eo.ided inc re.ti.Se from the "N' throu.gh the t!B n 

to the . tto ". as :follo\'rs: t• Au* 3,82; "Bu, 4 .38; · tmd 
110 ft' 7. 344. 

II• Toge th ~lr one ''A',, ona "B tt and C?ne '•c" student made 

77. 75 errors in the five themes. These porcentfigas 

show their shares in this total: 
i. "At' with. 19.10 errors 24.5% 
2. ''B" with 21.93 erro1"s 29.3~ t 

3. no" with 36.72 errors 47.2% 
III The not. tr:,provmnent for tha three types of students 

is as follows: 

.s2s 
Thus the "A'' stn.dent malio more than Z ·times the. 1m-

Jn."'ovamcmt of the l'O" atttdant and practically 4 . 

tbnoa that of 'trHl "13" student. The enmhasis of 

aubjact--matter :for theao three types of 1nc1ivik 

·~uula is very almlJ.ur wl f;h an qnrichment of con• 

t ant for the ••A,. s tttclo nt. The f ao t thut tho nB tt 

st11d.011t ~3aemlngly clid worse than .th~ ·'tc •t may be 

due to this: the uno r-ro1t11 gen:}rally oontains 

~9a 



students of m.oro varying abilltiaH nn<l ts therefore, 

e. rno1 .. a r'.?.1 :fflcul t grou.1) in which· to :find ont 

individual differences. while the "0 1
' gro rps a.re 

al·1;houp;h of laa~1er ability, moro homogenaol1s. 

IV• Tha fl ve most tro~1hleaome errors for eaoh type 

of ind.:t.vidntil are as follows: 

"A" atndent• ... -

1. Mteapell1ng (45) 

2. Fail1tra to make new aontanoe f.o·r new 

·thm1g-ht (22) 

5. Miaoallaneona punot11atio.n (32) 

4. Impro1~er uaa of capital C~~m>. · 
· 6 • :Misu.De of quota.ti on rnarl1a {46) 

"B" studant---
1. Misspelling (45) 

2.. Fa!lu.re to make ne·1:v sentence. for mew 

thought (22) 

3• Omian,ion of wortl or pht'a.sa {39) 

4. Miao~llaneous errors (47) 

"ot• i3tudant-:-•• 

1. M1aepelling (45) 

2. Im1)ropor u~1e of ca.pi tal { 38) 

3. ~10.1111rn to make na'v :Jantenoa for new· 

thOll~ht { 22) 

4. 1~~1ao ellartoons orrora ( 4!) 

5. ?.11EH3I)olling of •1thei ~u, ''there., {44) 

99 



v. It ia significant that. although the ''C" 

indiv1.da.al has .a highor net imprpiramant than 

the ''B'\ the. "B't student has a total of more 'than 

ona or more for th a .five themes in only 3 errors. 

Howevor t the '10" atttd.ent ma.leas a total of one or m 

mora in 11 errors. 

\ 

individual are important. They indicate tha need of 

a teaohi~~ prooadtt!'a speaificn.ll;v e.djua·ted to the. 

problems of oaoh group. 

100 
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TABLES XII,:;III and XIV• 

!tables XII, XII? a11d X!Vahow the ave.rage 
dietribu.tion ot errors p·e:r ina.ividm.il in e·aoh of the 
~unior groups,,.,."!", t•;stt,. and "O"•- !i!h& figures 

·give .the' :f'olloWing information:. 
l • !m1e error number• 
2. ~e numbe:r of tim~s each error 

ooourred in ea.ah set, 

/ 

3• The tota.1 errors in eaoh set•· 
4• The number of times each error I . ~ 

was made in the five sets. 
5. The total number of errors ma.de 

by the typical "A"•. "B'\ and "O't 

student •. 
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trroi:-m 
l 
2 
5 
4 
5 
6 
'1 ·a 

'•g 
l 0 

·l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
1 

1 

·1 
1 
l 
2 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
? 
a 
9 
0 

21 
22 

3 
24 
2 

2 
2 

6 
6 

2'1 ae 
29 
30 
3 l 
32 
33 
M 
35 
36 
S7 
58 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
DJ 

'QI 
IP 

~ 

Sate 
l. 

· .01a 
0 .q1a 

· w0l8 
0 

.94 

.01a 
0 
0 

.,03G 
0 

.018 

.054 
0 
0 
0 

.074 
t.t018 

0 
·O 

.109 
ttl27 
,.036 

0 
.. 01.a 

0 
.054 
.054 
.218 
.254 

0 
.610 

0 
O· 

,010 
.1a1 
.145 
.218 
.127 
.01a 
.018 
.16~? 
.054 
.01.s 
.345 
... 09 .aa 

~ 
0\ • ~ 

2 3 
.019 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

.059 .010 
0 .055 

.0511, .oia 

.019 .03? 

.096 .092 

.030 .056 

.096 .092 .osa .010 
0 .01a 
0 0 

.019 0 
0 0 

.019 .111 

.03a .147 
0 0 
0 0 

.057 .01s 

.1~4 .074· 

.05'1 .092 

.07G .074 

.134 .129 

.134 .14'1 

.019 .037 

.019 .01e 

.0{10 .0'14 

.019 .129 

.. 038. 0 

.-50 .3ea 
0 0 

.,057 0 .oza 0 
~096 .14'1 
.115 .03'1 
.·039 .056 
1163 .370 
.193 .222 
.057 .010 
.038 .074 
... 057 0 
.019 0 
.405 .79& 
.057 .. 053. 
.307 • 203 

0 '° t<~ ,..., 
l:Q co • • l'Q t<). 

4 5 
.106· .039 

0 0 
0 ~o 

0 0 
0 .020 
0 .020 

.042 0 
0 .039 .oas .020 

.042 .039 

.021 ~U7 

.042 .020 

.042 0 
0 0 

.042 0 

.021 0 

.170 .157 

.212 •. 059 a 0 

.,021 ,020 

.042 .079 

.021 .,059 

.042 .020 

.021 • 0 ··o .020 .oas .079 

.021 .020 

.042 .020 

.021 0 

.021 .1111 

.042 .059 

.2:;4 .235 
0 0 
0 0 

0085 0 
.265 .059 
.042 .. 059 
.063 .09S 
.190 .176 
.021 .137 
.042 .039 

0 0 
.063 0 
.021 0 
.426 .96 
.,106 '.039 
.oa4 .l.1'1 

tC) OJ tQ 0 Q) (1\ • • "1 C\J . 
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Total 
.1s2 

0 
.01a 
·.010 
.07&· 

1.015 
.156 
.095 
.293 

-.210 . .zaa 
, ttl56 

.112 
0 

•061 
.021 
.5ll 
.4'14 

0 
.041 
•305 
.416 
.24'7 
.l.'/l 
t30l 
.445-
.151 
.155 
tt551 
.640 
.119 

l•9'15 
0 

.05'1 

.141 

.'13B 

.,599 
-.4'12 

1.01& 
-.591 
el'74 
.2'1.6 
.174 
.<>58 

2.029 
.345 

l.661 

tO 
4'l 
CD • t---..... 

s TABLE XIX · 

THE AVERAGE 
DISTHUmTION 

OF ERRORS 
PER INDIVIDUAL 
IM TH.Bl JUNIOR 
''A" GROUPS 

~hia tt;ible 
shows the· 
errors per 
ind1v1du.al 

(that ls, the 

the ciasa 
d1v1dad by 

the number 

Of students) 

in 3u.ni·or "A" 
classes in 
sets 1;2,3,41 

and 5. :'~ 

The average 
n1:unber of 
errors per 
set • 5.665 • 

~he net improve• 
mont between 

sets l am 5 
is 2 .. 045 
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Tabla XI~ shows the . follo\11ing :facts wh.ioh pertain to 
the avoraga i~d1 'tid.~al ·'in ·tfu:1 • jnriio~; ·u A11 g.roup ~ 
l. The a.ve;r!i,ga nmnber of e1~1-.ors par set is ~h565 · · 

W1..tb a total for the five themas o.f 17,826 .• 

Tho total.a of errors for each theme a.ra a.a 
' . 

follows: set l, 4.9: eat 2,' 3.3; aet 3., 3.S; 
aet 4, 2.e; and eet 5 .• 2. 9.- Thtta for the · tt A'' 

,1ttn1or the first theme had. the greatest number 
of' errors .. 

II.. The net improvement batt.veen aats l r:tXld 5 is 

2.045. The errors which tend, especially to 
deeroe.ae by set 5 arCl ~ 

1. Indef1.n1 te t1aa of' ~you.•• f 6) .. 

2J Indopendant olauaea Of compound sentence 
not separated (29) • 

3. No pu.noiiuo.tion after introductory ex-
preae:lon ( 30 h 

4" MisoelJ.anaona pnnotttation J32). 

5 • Improper use of empt tal ( 38). 

6. O ompound words i ncorreotly wri t·tan ( 42 l • 
IXI. O~ tha other. hand, some of tho errors tend to 

inorenaa. Thaaa are, ospeoiully: 
l. :Mioo:polling ( 46). 



2•' Omiasiona (39, 40). 

5. wrong verb used (ll), 
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4• 1Uaaallanao11s .misuses of adjective. . . 

and adverb {1'1). 

IV. Ea.n.1 of the arrora·show considerable variation 

through the various themes.- · 
1'Fo,;. tnstanco. 

. . 

errof 39• om:l.esion of word or phrase fluctu .. atee 

in the followfng me.nnai # set :i, .12v; 
set 2. .153; 
set 5, •. l 76. 

set 3. •571 set 4, ,19; and 
. . 

Thie ls illustrative of the 

type of error whose decraasa:is not oona1atent. 



· ·sets 
E 
l 
2 
5 
4 
5 

rr.or 

6 .., 
8 
9 
l 
l 

0 
l 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
2'1 
28 
29 
30 
51 
32 
33 
34 
36 
36 
3'1' 
38 zg 
40 
41 
48 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

';I 

' 

1, 

·, 

l ·a 
0 ~.012 
0 •. 0~2 

•026 0 
.01z ·0·25 

0 ·•026 
itl43 t.160' 
.013 -~'. Q 
. 011 •076 
•130 .291 .oae .0,12 
.195 .1a9 

0 0 
.078 .1·:;9 

0 0 
0 .012 
0 0 

.013 .ot2 

.026 ,189 
0 .012 

.039 .012 
•130' •OGl. 
.247 t.4Bl 

0 ··0'13 
,013 .012 
.150 .353 

.• 039 .114 
.11'1 .102 
•026 .139 

0 .365 
~039 0 
;059 t024 
.207 .• 413 

0 0 
0 .012. 

•039 0 
•090 .;,114· 
.026 .061 • aao .049 
•24'7 ~354 
·•090 .683 
.013 ·•061 
•260 .241 
.039 •061 

0 .024 
.312 4*'184 
.052 .114 . 
,480 .278 

3 
l 0 

0 
•Ol.4 
•Ol4 
.014 
.099 
t0l4 
,.()'IO 
~l12 
.o&6 
4.098 
•028 
.0..10 

0 
I 0 

0 
,,066 
.238 
.014 
.014 
•042 
.536 
.014 

0 
.392 
.042 

0 
.02s 
•084 
•042' -.oaa 
... 5'11 ' 
.014 

0 
.0 

.. OB4 ,ose .oa4 . 
.2e5 .Bo 
.014 
.127 
.oa& 

0 
.• a1 

. • 16'1 
.371 

··4 
.o4.2 

0 ·o ·a 
•·02't 
•054 
w09.7 
.054 
,.125 
:~.94 
;..os9f: 
.01:4 

0 
0 
() 

~042 
•. ;fea 
.16'1 

0 
.042 
tt042 
.r0l4 
,_097 
.• 069 
-.042 
··097' 

0 
.02'1 

0 
,.014 
•. 054 
.09'1 o· 

·<> 
'·•014· 
i.222 
.. 084:" 
.• 112 
..... 2ao 

0 
.• 02'1 
.014 
.• 014· 
.056 
.656 
.• 02'1 

'• .139 

15' · TotJ:1l f;1 · 

.•014 .• oss 
0. ··012 
0 t040 
0 .. •052 

•04~ .•109 
.014 •459 

0 •124 
.• 086 .• 2a&: 
.• 142' .aoo 
.. oas ;t264, .osa .• 609 

0 .042 
0 .28'1 
0 0 
0 •012 

•Ol4. .056 .us .524· 
.oas .?06 ·o .026 
.059 .• 166 
.oa&, ··361 
ol42 1.22() 
tl'12 .356 
•0'70 el64 

0 ·91'1 
.1S6 .478 
··172 1391 
.014 •234 

0 .449 
•043 ... 139 
t.014 .• 159 
:9086 1.1?4 

0 .014 
0 ~01a 

.014 .06'7 
-.070 ,.sao 
.142' .369 
.070' ··5'15 
4-228- l.594 
.02a · l.t~Ol 
~014' .129 o· .642 
.043 .• 213 
.014 .0~4 
• sas 5.04'1 
.02a •. Z'18 
.066 l.354 
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'.!'ABLE XIII 

THE AVERAGE 
D?STRIBUTION OF 

· ERROitS PER 

XNDXVI.DUAL .IN 

TD JUNtOll. "B'' 

GROUP 

~is· table shows 

the errors pal' 

individual (that 

ts.. the class 
divided by the 

numbe:r of stu• 
de~t s;~ , t,n 

~or "B._, .. ,"t,1asees . 

i1:1 sets 1, 2 1 3,. 

· 4,, and 5• 

Average ntunbe~ 
of &rl'ors per 

set is -'-•3• 
lat improvement . 
o~ decrease of 
errors between 
sets l and 5 ia 

.• 5'1 



Table XIII shows the following facts which/per~ 
tain to t1:1e typtttal "B'' jttnior t 

t. The aver~ge number of erro~~ ·per ~et is 4.13. as 
oomp~rsd ~o the: average of 5.5 erri'>~s per set 

made by ~he "A'' 311ni9r~· 

II. The total number of ~rrorat made 1~ th.a five sets 
ta 20.~>5?, 13.B?6 m?ra ettrors tnan'.mada by the 
averaga "A" ju.i:i1or. 

III The.net improvement is 15V errors, about one.-
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foui:~h of that. ma.de 9Y the. •t.A'' 3u~1~1·. ~hts improve• 
man~ 0001irs. especially in" the f'oilowing: 

l. $.entenoa structure·, ( 21, 22) 

2. · tj°se of :~erb (11) 
. . 

3. <?!ntss.tons <.a9.,4o!l 
4. Punot11~tion ,(.32) 

IV. Judging tjy the error.totals for tha five sets the 
foll(H"'ring are dlfficn~·l t fO?,' the "llf1. ;Jun10rl 

·1. ~isapall!ng (45) 

2. Qmiasions (39,40) 

Ilise e11aneous an-ors C 47) : 1 I· • i• 

4.. Fatll1r~ to make naw sentence for naw 

. 'i 



2-. Misoailanao·us misuses o·f adjeotive and 

adverb {17) 
3. · · Miaoellanaous miataltea· in sentence struc• 

· . tur.e ~ ( 23) 

4• Other oasaa o:r·amb1ga.ity (26), -
5 •. lio period · { 27 ) 

,. ' 

s·. Failure to usa .ca.pit~. (~$'7} . 

7 •. · '.M1aspell111g ( 45) 
1.. \. -· 
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Error 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
G 
7 
8 
9 
10" 
11 
12.' 
15 
14 
15 
16 
17 
lS 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
50' 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
56 
37 
38 
59 
40· 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

rn 
~ .µ 
0 
E-t 

Sets:. 
-=· .. l, 
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• Z • 7 • ~ TABLE XIV 
0 0 .0 0 '. 0 0 ' 
0 Q 0 . 0 () 0 .THE AVEaAGE DISl 
0 .• 017 0 0 0 ~017' 

~04t .• 068. . 0 .Ol9 .. +019 . •152 TRI'.BUT!Olf OF · 
.o·G4 .017 .090 · .• 057 .os7 ·· .... ass :;::'1:: ; :.::~~.r" 
t.01& wl20.. .--109 ~038 . ·· 0 . •283 bllU~ORS PER :UiD• · . 
•. Oo4 .,137 .072 .-Ofl'f · .,.240 tt·570 · . .L ·;.:,,:~~: ··:··,r · 

•112 .oaa ' •181 .·115 ' "514 . •790Il:MiiIVIDUAL Ill 
.oao .241 · ~lal.. ..c)76 · .129 .. ,707.: .. ·• 
,096 .051 ,163 ~09() •. 205. •609 ~Hlt JUMIOR ''O'.' , 
.016 "· < 0 . ' ' 0 0 0' .016' 
.. oao ,120 •. 090 .057 0 ··329 ' GROUPS 

o.· Q.. O· 0. O·.· ·. 0 . 
,096 .01v .01a .019 o .12so This tabla ·an.owe 

o · o· o o o·· · o · · 
.064 •. 095 ,012 .192 •. 314 . -.·'12'¥'/. the ·arrors, per_ 
.158 • 206 •. 054 .115 .111 .;644'" 
.. o , o O .019 . ·o .. ·019 ind1itidua.l (that 

'0 ."Ol 7 0 -..019 ' 0 ' ... 036: ' ' . " 
1501 .268 .109 .057 ,4011 i.1z2 is,. the olase 

' ,,415 .292 .J.99 ' 11153 t·30'l: l.-·427 ' 
._555 .361 ,254 ol.92 .296 l..668 a~rors .di,vided 
.-096 ~102 .ova .09&. w222 .sea 

o o , o .019 , . o .• 019 by the nnmbar of 
•. 158 •. os1 .,2a1 .155 .091 .571 . . . .. 
.112 .oGa · o . · O ,037. ··21''1 students) in 
.016 .051' .072 t096 ~018 . .253 . 
,.096 .051 0 w0l9 , 0 . .166·· .. 3unior. "O" class• 

: .12e .,054 .163 .os7 .01a. · .,400 · 
.176 .051 -.936 · >t05"/ .ozv ·•·366. aa: in sets .1.~2,. 
.12a .241· •. 2a1 · . · o .111 .• 698 · · 

o o· o a o .·· o 3,4 •. and th· 
. 0 ' 0 0 .154 0 .134 

.oao .os.a " o .565 .091 .,,504 .Average number· 

.112 ~061 .109 .175 ~129 .5"14 . 

.oao .o.a& .21a .096 e240 •. 720 o:t arrota par 

.397 ,241 .090 .192 .055 ' .,.975 ' 

.428 .2aa. ..399 o .296 1•580 sat: i.J:..-749.: :Net 
' 0 0 0 •. 05 7 •. 057 •. 094 

.064 .os1 •036 o .129 .. 280" improvamont ·,or · , 
, . o , .· a . o o · . o ,· o 
.096 .086 .109 w038 .057 . •366 · deorease of err"!" 
•. 047 ,102 .01a .05'1 •'OlB ', , •242 
•. 777 •. 699 .690 .a2a •. 777 z."759 ors between aata 
•. 206 .034· .109 .019 .037. ~405 ' . 
.285 .292 .309 .• 173 .129' i.1aa·1 and 5:: ~621 

~ t<;, ·~ tQ t-- (\l "41 
~ tO Ol C\J t\l a::... 
tO \.0 .qt Ol 0 • • • • ' . J, • t.<) tn < ~ ~ ~ ' . lQ c;.\} 
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Table XIV ,shc;tws the. following facts pertaining . . ' 
to ·the t~ioal: non ju.trl.Q::r~ 

t •. The av~r.age htUn~er of. orrore per ·~at 1.s 4._74, 
' •,' ' 

which is· slightly greater than that o:t the "B0 

group, 
II·~ Tho to.tal number of' errors per . 3t~1d.ent. for. the fitte t 

tb01paa 1a 23~749 1 as oompa.rell wit~ l7.~2 for the . 
1 ' 

"A" J11ni~r a.µcl 20.aa2· for. ·the 0B"'• · 

I It The sat totals shoVI the following: vari~t~on i . set l 1 

s.643; aat ·2, 4.664; set 3, 4-.493; set 4.3.927: and 
set 5, 5•022. If the errors· o:f' aat 5 had not inaraasaa· 
the nat improvement would htlVe ba~1n mu?h greater. 

I'V. The net improvement is .s21·a.s contrasted witll 
, . 

21043 made by.the "A''' 3ttnior and ~57 made by tha 

"Btt. Tho foll?w~ng er~ora, ?speoially,: aon·tribute 
to this improvement:' · 

i.· ·Jaeeellaneou.a m1stakEH3 in $entonoe atruo* 
· tura · (23) 

2. Othar oases ~f ambigu.ity_ (26) · 

3. No period (27) 

4. Name of oity and s~ate n~t ao~arated (51) 
6. · Impropar use of oa~i tnl ( 3~) · 

6, : Omisaion of .i~ord o~: phra.~e, { 5~) 

v. The oocu~rencas:o:r the errors ara·very_fluctua.ting. 
For ~natn.noe • error 2~, incomple~a aantenoa, oco111•s 

': 
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. in the following mal1ner1 sat· 1, .zoi set 2, •25; 
< ' , • ~ • ,'_. ' ' ' 

aet 51 .10; set" 4, . .• oai sat' 5,. ,40. Bee~ingly, 
· thia and ,other errors_· wa~a not attf'.fi~i_antly learned 
or a,uf:fio,ientl~ drilled upo,n to fu;nction effect-
ival:y ln 'set 5,: · 



JUNIOR 
. . 

A oonatrasting t:ona:tderation of ~ables X!'I.1 ·XIII, 
' ' . 

and XIV brings 011'(: these faats:,. 

I. The average number of srrors· per sat' of the aver~ 
. . 

age ~A" junior is 315G5; of the "B:' junior,· 4~13; 

and of ·tho average non jtinior,; 4•'74~hv. 

II. The total number of e~rorsmade1 in the five sets 
are as follows: "A", l 7 .826; · n111\ · 20•652; and ••on, 
23~749. 

III The predomintit.1on e:rror of the ·three· sections is 

miaepalling• Tha average. "A11 student misspelled 2. 

929 words in.the f'iva sets; the «Btt, ·~.047 words 

in the five sets; the nett 1 3.759 worda in the five 

sets. 
IV. The next highest error varies with each grou.p. For 

'111 

· the "An. t t is misoallaneou.s 1mnctua.tion; for the "B" 

omission of wor~·or phrasa;'for the "O".·miaoellan• 

eons .errors in sentence stru.oture. · 
v. The third .highest eroor varies, For.the ttArt and 11B" 

individual, it 1s misoellarieoua errors; for the "O" 

individual, it is failure ·to make new sentence, 

for new thought• 
These comparisons shov1 two facts; (1) there is a. 

usual inoreasa of arro1•s fi•om" A" throUgh "B" to "O"; ( 2) 

thnt tho problem of each individual tends t.o be pecul4'· 

iar to each_ individual. ltovievei-, the di ff ere.no~ between 

the averu,ge 0 A" and "B" individual is greater than between 
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A OOMTRAST OF FREsm~~a.u -'um .JUlUOll. INDI\TIDUALS 

A contrast of the faota enttmeratea on pa.gas 111 

and lla suggests ·th~ followingt. " 
:t. The.average nu.mbar of arror~.par·tndividua.1 par set may· 

be s~mmar1zea in this way: 

Freshman "A" 
Jun! or "A.fl 

s.a2 
5,55 with the difference or 1mpro..,e-

ment on the part of the ·average· 11 A" otndent 
. between his freshman and _311.nior year of 
. 2.25 errora. 

Freshman °B.- 4•08 
Junior · ''B0 4.13 showing an improvement of ~25 

errors botwoen the freshman and jnnior years 
in the ea.ma soctlon. 

Freshman "0" V.344 . 

Junior "O·" 4•749 with the 1mpr~vement of' 1.595 
err.OlfS• 

II. The total$ of' ave:rtaga errors per individual made in 
the five.sets may be sumrnarized in this way; 

Freshman ''A" 19.1085 
Junior 11 An . 17 .s26 with· the di f:fsrnece or im" 

pr()ven1ant on the part of the average ~A" 
etndent of i.2a orrors~ 

Freshman "B 0 21.933 

errors. 



Fra ahman · ''O''' 5th725 
; 1' ~ 

Junior ·non· 23•74~ with the improvement of 

. l.2,j974 e:r:i--ora* 
~he atriking improvement ma.de by the "C" individual 

• I ' f , 

s.eems indicat1veciof what oan. be aoeoiitplJ.E!~ed when the 

emphasis fa placed ,on t,ha elimination >of errors. 

III, The predominating error for ea.ch.of:the aix·types of in• 
I ,. f' ·~ .,._ < ,, ~ ' 

dividuala ts rnia~rplling•, The follovd.ng figures· aum up 

this matter: . 

Ntunbar of words. tfliaap,ellad s : 

!:re sllma.n "A0 

Junior ''.A" 

Freshman un" 
Ju.nior "B" 

Freshman "O" 
Junior no1t 

2•929 (hex.•e there is an increase 

whiuh may bedue to tha d.ifferenaes in 
vocabu.lary) 

4•976. 

3~047 

7.48 

3w1159 

In this 1ns~ana~r1 also, the "0° individual made the 

greatest improvement·-. 

llV 

IV. The next h1ghast orror is the s~e among the fresh• 

man individuals. !rh:te ta e:cror 22. failure to make .naw 

sentenae for new thought·.· Xn the juniors there aaem~ 
no . · . . 

to be a/typical error although there ts 4me peoul1ar · 

to eaoh section. For the 0 A" this is misoella.neou.s 

punctuationt for the "Btt, omission of word or phrase; 
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on the "O" _ miaoollanaous errors 1naentonoe struc-
. I . ' ' ~ ! '• 

ture. Perhaps. there is en.error peoulial'-'to each 
• - ,, ':: '~ ' ' '• 'I' ,< ' > ~ ·.· • \ ' 

~f th'e 3uri1or irtdividuaia b~o~1ttsa. the aect1ont1 are 
more d!stiotly sagi"egatecl by the thf:ra year of -

' - " ' ' .- ; ' ',, 

claeailioation .• 

. V • The third highest error va.riea .somewhat among both 

the fr~ahman and ;jitnio~ students·· For thq "A'' fresh-. 
. . 

man this is miaoallaneous pttnot1:w.tion while :for the 

"B'" freshman it is omisslon of word or phrase .. In tha 
jun:tor gro~1p for '~.~u and ffJJf' individuals t tl1is 1.a 

miaoellanaou.s errors while for the non ·it is failure 
to maka new sentence for new thought~. 
Tbaae · d[ita, su.ggeat·: 

l• · Thar'a ia an improi/amant or decrease of. ari-ore 

batween>.the f1•asbman and ju.ntor work• This 

may be duaVlio(J+) diffaranca in themo length; 

(2) difforanca in emphasis of .. su'b~oct matter; 
C ~!) c1ifferenoe in interest and a ttitnae· ·of 

a'tttdants 1n roierenoe to :·composition errors; · 

(4) diffararioa.ln.amount of time spent on 
eli>mlnation of errors; (5) insufficient 
drill !n freshman and sophomore classes. 

2. The ••c'• ju.nio:r makes ;the most decided 1m~ 

provomont, inspita od the fact that this 

ie the lov1eat gro111'> whieh is illustrative 

of \the effaotiveEess of· drill• 
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3• There is a eonBi.stent dif:ffJrenca between the 

'~An and "Br' totals and a ··greater and· equu.~ly 
, , : r 

oonsietent difference. between nBn and ''O" ~ 



THE RAMK FRE(iUEMCY OF NRRORS 

At thls time a a11mmary of the. find~nga as to tlio 

fre:~1ueno:v of er?'ors will be made by- exp11 trn~~ing· tho 

47 errors inclnd.aa. in ,1ohnson • r.:1 "C~tego~y of .B1i:-rol."s 0 

ooourra;:1. 1.n tho two· classes str:s.cUed. 

Tabla XV indictlltJ9 tho facts pari~aLning to ranlt 
for 

:f'rsqt10noy by. ohmrdng/sach of the froshm~n· groups: 

l. ~he a:vror m.1~ber. 

2. The error nama. 

z, The rank or oro.ar- of :fref':.uency; the 
' . ,• 

highest total '1ms rankod l. · 

4~ Tha ranks of freqnency of erroro for 

6* Tha average of theso ranks. 

s. The ranks of. frequency of errors for the 

class, o.s a. whole., 

Thu.a theea data a.re s me:?..ns of com~arison of errors 

within eaoh ,g:ro1tp ( "N' • '':B" • · or °C'') and between the 

throe gronps. 



Errors: 
' n t'i n ...... "Bu ncu Class,- cm.as~ No. Group Group G:roun AvrJ'r,-. Hank 

1 Subject or object of verb in ·wron~ case 37.50 29:.50 .34.50 33'.83 34 •:-, 
•-;-

2' :Predicate noun,,in wro~ case 46•50 -45-.,50 4Z 45·:,.33 46 

3 Object of prel;osition in Ytrong aasa 40 40•·-· ,43 '' 41 42 Use of-]>.bje_cti;te~::for 
4 -poasesstve with ~eru.nd 46.:50 42 _43 - 4~3.85- 43 1;.. Disagrae<jment of- pronoun and: antecedent 

25&50 54;.50 31·.,50 30~-fi 32 - .. 
\.~ 

' 5-· "You.use: indofinitelv . 24 17 34•50 25'.16 25 
7 18.scalle.neous misuses of rrr-onottns ' 35 24 26.60 28.50 

'-. 
8 ·Disat?reement of subject and "Preclicate 31 18 16;.50 21.16 18 
9 Chan&ra- o:f 'J)ast tense in main ela11se 12 ' 20 9 13;.6 l..4 

10 '?Yrorur -pa~1t tans a or 11a.a t pa!'tic1nla 15 ? 11 11 11 
ll _ wron~ verb used 20 19 15 18 17 

'-

12 Mistake a in mood ' 40 42 38•50 ~0;16 12 
_, 

13 rr~m of ad.1activa for adverb lS 13~5 20 17•6 16-

14 .Use o:f "mostn. for ttalmost" 44a:50 44.1.50 46~·~50 . 145•16 45 

15 "Onlytt misplr:icod in the sentence 36~ 34•50 37 65 •'83 36 

16 Use of double na~atlve 42.50 7.8.60 38.50 :39.83 39.5 



T7 ~sceiianeot2B m~snsas of Ad~i. and Adv. ~2 22•50 16A.fi0 30._33 31 
l.8 use o:r vn-o~ or suEerflum1s ;ercposition .4 5 13 l.0.66 9.5 
19 U'se of v"lrO~ conjunction 10. 38•50 36 38.16 38 
20 .Jisuse o:f 111i1ca" 37•50 42 40 39.83 39.5 

- 2l. .. nc ompla te sente.nce 0 9 7 a.66 a 
~~ 01a11. to make ll0\?f sent~ :for new thot 2 2 2 2.00 2 
23 Misoellanoous misu.saa of sentence strua• 3 !10~5 10 ll..,16 12 
24 Ambifrllitz due to indef • ;eronominal ref•Y ~8 18 28•50 24.83 24 
25 Awk\vard or comnlioated vhrusin~ :3 ~9.50 54 28•83 29 
26 Other cases of ambiRtli t:v .. l ~~3•5 23 15.83 15 
27 No period. -- ~5.fiO 22.50 22 25.!33 2J. 
28 Momebcrs of series IlOt _senaratad 3.50 !35 31;.50 3!.3.33 33 
29 lo 'Punctuacion a:ftar intro. ex-press.~ 6;5 31 25 24.16 23 
30 Indan. clauses of oornn. Rnnt .. no-f. sen~ m l~f; ~F.;fl 2fLfi0 ,?;tt..:.~o ,~f\ 

3l. Iia.me of ci t:v and state not senaratad 20 21 26t.50 22.50 20 
32 liiscallanaons nunctuation 3 4 • f"' 5 . 4 "l 
53 1!1ailuJ:~a t;o dlst~ bet\"Ieem it"s and its ~4 .• 50 46•50 43 48 47 
34 -wronR" form of uossaaaiilre noun 2.50 44.50 45.,50 44.60 46 
35 no'elock" written without anoatronhe BO 28•50 50 29.60 30 
36' Miscellaneous misnaes of Tf 9 15 14 12.66 13' 
37 Failure to nae oani tai . ~· . .., 8 5.,50 6.66 7' 
38 Im-pron er usa of' oanita.l 5 10.5 ' 3 6.16 6 
39 Omission of worcl and -vllras a 4 3 6•50 4•16 3 
400mission o:f 'letter or a:vllable L6.5 28-.50 19 21.z3 19 
41 Repitition o:f ayll. ... words .or nhras.gs ~o 32 24 25 .• 53 26 
42 - -- Compound words inco:rreotly written 32 ~6~60 43 57•16 37 
43 .Mi spelling of. 11tou ntoon ntwon 

' 28 25•60 18 23.83 22 
44 lli asl'aJ.li n~ o:f 0 thef ru athFJra 0 53;50 25.50 18 26066 27 
45 Other miesnel1ed words l 1 l 1. l. 
46 · ~i~uae of auotat.ion marks 8 12 12 10.66 9.:5 
4V ltlseellaneous errors 6•5 6 4 5.5 - 6 



I,. ~he quatand~ erro~ of "A.1! ':erashmezr 1s . 
~sspell1ng. 

XI• The ~ext most significant errors and of 
s:tmila~ totals a.re: . 

123 

1., Failm!'e to make new sentence for 
newthoughi.t• 

~. J&isoellanaous p~otuat~on. 
i 

3. Omission of w0rd or phrase. 
XIX. The. tollov11ng arrors wera mad.a pn an average 

of one-.11al:f to one time by each· student· in the 
five aetat 

l« Improper usE.1 of.oap:ttal, 
2. :Lt1aoellaneou.a errors (tha.t is. those not 

accounted for in any other ple.oe· ln the 
oatagorr~) 

. 3 •. ·Failure to nae c;sapital._ 

.4. llieuaa of q~otation ma~~s. 
6. l!iaoellanaous mien.see ()f ~pos~rophe, 

6. I.ncomplete ae.n:benQe• 
7 .•. Other ca.sea of failure to express clear 

meaning• 
(These estimates are ma<l:e · br the use of ftgQ.res 
in Table x. also) 
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xv •. ~Ila outstanding.error of'."Bn freshmen is 
' ) ' ... • ' ' ; J 

mtsep~lli!lS:~ . The tota1 q:t,. errors shows that, 

on. an ~~e~age ... every the~e • wi~h the exception 
of foutt, written by this. groU!f, contains one 

,.misspe~l~d. ''o~d~. 

v. On an average. ona'"-fou.rth of the 410 themas. 
written tn the :five sets,, contained these 

errors' 
l. Failure to make new aentenoa fol' 

. new .thought• 

2• Omiss1on of wora. or plJ.i-ase 

n.. ~h'* outstanding error cf n·an free;hnten 'is . ' . 
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z.~· Omission· o:f. v!Ord o;- phrase·~ (S9 ) • 

. 4~ .. U:tsc·auaneou.s punctna.tion . ·(52) • 

. 5.w. 11!soollane·Ot1.S errora (47}Jj 

G~ ·Xn 1p1~oper uea of oapttal . (58). 

v • Fa1J,ura· .·to use capital { 5'1}. 

a. incomplete sentenae l21) •. 

9• ·use of wrong or auperflu~us prapoait1on ('2l). 
10. Uiausa of quotation marks ( 46) ~ 
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i'RE R.ANX 01 TliE ERRORS OF THE JUNIORS 

Table XVX presents the facts pertaining to the 
ranks of the errors made by 3unio:rs by" showing: :~· 

1. The· rank or order of' f~eqlieneri. the high• 

est· total was ranltsd .1. 
2. l'he rs.ilks e>f frequency· of errors for each 

group, ''A't, "B 0 e.na r• o '' • . 
3. The average of .these ranks• 
4.: The. ranks .. of the ·frequency of. errors for. 

the: class as a wholEh · 



~ABU XVZ 

FrequencJt Ranks of Brrors of the Junior Cl.ass. 
Errors: 

"""'"' .. "A!' "}in ncn OJ.ass Cl:. No. Name ~rotm Grottn Grout Aver. Rank 
l. SUbject or object of verb in wrong case 27 36.50 34•60 32.66 35 
2 Predicate noun in wrong case 45.50 44.50 46 44-.66 45 
3 Objectbof ~renosition in wronEr case 42 40.50 46 42.46 43. 
4 Use·of Objective. for ~oss. with Q:erund 42 38.50 40.50 40.33 41 
5 Disa~reament of nronoun and antecedent 35 35 32.50 34.16 35 
l) 11 Yoan used indef'lni tel:v 4 14 ,27 15 14 
17 ~1.acellaneons misuses of nronouns 30 33.50 25·.50 29.66 c 
l f llisagreemant. o:r subJaot and nredica.t.a 54.60 ~3 J.:8..50 240:66 2i 

Jhange 0 of llast tansa 1nma1n olasua 20:.50 ,., 8 11.83 . I I .. 
•• I.. J · Wro~ nast tense or- Dast 1'.Ja.rtici -P1e 23 ·24 10.50 19.16 J.;lf 
1: ~ Wrona- verb used J.' '.50 0 15 17.50 15 
II~~ ·m..atakas in mood 3l) ~0:.60 . 40.50 3'1 ~8 
l:Z Use ot" adjaotiva for adverb 5l ;.50 ,2 24 26.16 2'' 
14 Use .of' "moatu: for nalmoatn 45.50 7 . 45 45.85 4u 
l.5 '"Oill:V" misn1ao-ed in sentence 38 4,.50 32.50 ZS.33 zn 
16 Use: of' double 'Dettativa 42 8.50 45 41.83 42 
.• 7 . lisoel1anaous misuse 0£" adjective 9 .l. 10.50 15.50 9 
... 8 ~ ae of wron~ or su"Derfluous con1nnction ll. a 4 14.35 l1•5 
.. 9 se of wron~ conjunction 45.50 42· ~0 .. 50 42.66 44 
; ~Q . ~ isu.se o: ~ "l.ikan 40 29 ~?-f;O f'];F\. _f;{) ~h 

. ~ ~~ ... ncomnla1 ;e senti:::rnce 17.SO 18.50 6 14 10 
2l~ Jtlsilure to make new santo: for new thon~b.t 13. ·4 5 6-.56 5 
23 Y1soellaneous misuses in sentence strnat. 22 20 2 14.66 13 
24 .Ambit?Uit:v due to indef.- nro. reference 34,.50 29 ... 6.50 26.66 28 

'J 5 Awkward or comnJ.icatad pbrasi.n&?" J.9 ·6 ·!0.50. 21-.83 21 
~ 6 01iher cases of ambimiitY l.2 ~14 ' 13 15 8 
~7 .Mo t>eriod ., 24.50 25 28t.50 26 26 
: 8 :Members of series not) sans.rated . 24.50 25 28.50 20.16 - 19.5 
29 Ind. clause of camn. a ant enc a not sen-. •• 1.5 14 !'31 20 18 



2 
45.50 
38 
50 

6 

arr ors 
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fable XVI· tndicates the following facts;· 

I. The errors of most frequency among ttAft 3un1ors 

! j' ' 

1. · 11tsapal ling 

2. M1aeellanecrn.s punctuatipn 
I 

3, · JtU.scellaneoa.a e:trore 

4. "You" used indefinitely. 

511 .Qm1as1on of word.or·:phrase· 
' , 

II• 1'hirty•four of the forty-seven a.rrora listed 
. . . . ~ ' 

XI! 

.ware oomparat1vely low bi frequeno1 .. Tht;t : ; .. 

t~tals of these range from 3a:to 1 for the five 
sets'of themas which inolttde ?59.~hemea., 

Among ''Btt jttn1ors • the outatahdtng erroit· ts 
. . . . . '.'~s > . 

misspelling withs total.of 124.ooou.rrertoe~ 

o:f' the error. This 1s 5•P4 ~o:rds li~r inat;~~ 
, ' \, ' •.. : ; , ' '', ' . 

dl;lal in the five thsmes .• 

Iv.. ~ha errOl1S next 1n frE;lqllanoy" are·. (l)' Omi·ssion 

· Of word Or phrase 1JSnd :(2) .misc~llan~QUS: errors. 
The total~ for theae are ·:1~z. an~ lOl, raspao.t•' 

1vel;.v. This tnesns 1~39 ·and: l.5'1 arr·ors p·ar 

· 1nd~vidual in t1?-e f1ve _themes., · 

f,, Again the Olltstanding. etl"Oi- of "O" ·Jtiniora. 

is misapt;tlling with a. total o:t 212 'wh1oh 

is 3,175 words misspelled by each· _individ11al 
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in the five sets ~r • 75 word~ ;.per theme·.• 
' ,, 

VI. Six e~rors ware made on an average, betw~en 1 
· ancl. :~.times ·~by 'aaoh ind!Tldttaf'fn the five sate; 

:; 

i.,: ·Miscellaneous m1atakaEi· in ·sentence 

<$trU.etute#t 

' . 

· a. Failure to make new t·bought for new sent• 
enoa. 

s. · Omtaa!on of word or ph.:raaEh 

4. Miaoallaneons erro,,s-. · 

6•: Incomplete eentenee · · 
e. Improper.u.se of capital 

Thea~ a:verage l.7·,. 1.45., 1~41, l.a, lwl5. 1.01 

errors, respectively.,: pe~ 1ndi'Vidual in the 

five sets of themes. · 
Vt? The ten most frequent errors for ~unto:ra a.s 

a wh~le, 'on the order of their freque8'1 are t 
l t l11s~pellil1S · 

2.5 Omif:rnion of word or phraaa and miacell<!i-

•• Mtscallanaoue punatuat1ori, 
5• Failure to make new aentanoe «or new 

· thought. 

6. Improper uae of capital 
7. · Chango .of past tens a in JllS.~n clause .• 

a. Other case s of ambigutt;v. 
9. U1soella.neous misuses of ad3aot1ve and 

adverb. 

10.Inoomplete santenoe. 
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I,NI'RODUOTIO.N TO P.lllRSIS1'1UlOY 

"'tflton this ~tudy began, the matte!' of persist-
' ' . . . . . ' 

enc:v was· the, only consideration. It beoame evi-... ) ., 
,' ·: ( 

dent. howave1(, . that there a.re ttvo important. 
aapeota ·of a study of errors. One is that of 

... 
totals o~ FREQUEMOY of errors. ·The other is that 
of the 1 continuance or the PERSISTiu:oy of 'a1·•rors, 

J I 

Frequent errors seem to be grou.~ errors. They . 
are as.'sy to" discern because the class, as a· whole, 

- . _/ . 

' makes· tham. '.l'hay are comparatively easy.to check 
·! 

beoause'.they are emphasized. 1llttstra.ted1 discuss .. ; ' -

. ad, and .·oorraoted b1 the entire group when the 
' I 

.themas containing these errors ara returned. 
·Persistent ert•ora• on tha other handt seam to 

be 1ndiv1dua~ errors. They are easy enouslJ to 
disoern·but ln a. room having class work ent1rely1 

they are not likely to be discussed to aa great 
', ' :; , 'I ' C ', 

an ex·tant as the gron.p errors. Their very incidence 
at1ggesta indi vidua.l rather than group :teaching, 

From one View•po1nt. the former. ta tha mo're 
,,,. 

~ ,. ) 

' . serious, for :tt makes extremely.high tote.la for 
a given sat of themes. Fron1 an.other view•point. 
however• the latter ia the more important f'or it. 
is tane.oious. !rhua· it becomes neo~ssar1 to he:ve 



a .correoting system that a~:rves .fa~d purposee·•-
tha.t of ·redtt~ing or elixn1na.t1rig the Individn.al. 
err.or.a. ·or th.e s1' · ottn errors·. lI~w ·to "a~oive _~this. 
system is another; and a dtffiouit. ~u~atton •. Perhaps 

1 • ' ' :'.", ',. 

this system .of personal. intarvi'a'Q\Ja.' 1a the' aol11t1on 
4 • ; • \ ' ',. ',. : ,. •• ·, ·, 
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for the ellminatiori. of peraiat,ent error~; . while olaaa 
' ' • • j • ' • • • ' • ~ 

treatment;. ls· satisfactory· fol'* the: :fr~quent • 
B:r persiatenoy of arito:t's t:han is. meant the . 

tandenoy .of errors to persist throttgho.nt·.~the term 
,· < ' l ' ' • 

in epi.~a of instruction. Thar ara three t;·ypas. of. 
{F . •· ~ . ' 

. persistent errors. On e type deoliaaa·ea · ~ona~stent~ · 
. ' , -

ly or strikingly during the term; . thE1 ·second type 

ramlhns stationary; While the third type ~ends to 
increase tovtard the and of the term .•. ·.:rh.1s :qu.alltr 
is 1aho\m by means pf a so~o&lle~· ina,eA .of persis .... · 
tanay.· This index of ·peraiatenoy;~s determined 
by dividing tha nt1mbar of arrors ocour~ed in'., set· 5, 

by the numbett of times it ooou..rred 'in 'aQt' .one. 
' ' . . ' 

For inatanoe,, error 46 (m1espalli1;lgl ts: found itt 
l 

sat l of "A" :freshman, 45 times:! J.n set 2, 39 
tir~es; .·in sat 3, '76 · ttmea; in: ~a~:· 4~ 5~ · tirnasf 
inset 6. 60 times. 50 divided by '45 equal~ l•ll• · 

Thus the ind.ox of pars1atency ,shows t~ii~ tnia error 
actually inoreaaad during tho·, fiv:e ·sets :o:r ,th~mea-. 

l. Tabbt~I:tI. on page 21, 
( ., .. ,.,,. 

' I ' ~ • 



The de~reaae.t1' arro~a d~rtng .the term 1s 
· 1ndioa.tea. b.1 an i4Q.ex bal()w 1.. Tha lack of' 

change' in t.he. ·pe:taistenay of an error. duritJ.g tna .. ' .· . . ' . .... 
/ . . . . . . 

five atlta ta .. shown by an index of one.- ~ha increase 

.in the oeonvre•~oe of an error batv1aen seta l to 5 
ts indica:te{t~ by an index abov~. one.;. In the case of 

there being 0 for aet l,. aet 2 was uaaa. . 
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. PERSISTElfT ERRORS. OF THE l'ru:smum 

Table XVII· shows:· 

l• Er111or numbal". 

2. liame ·of' arror. 

3• . Index of :Pe.rs!atanay of ea.oh error 1n 
·eaoh group. 

4. ·Olaes. average of' tha indices of pers!stano7. 
5. Ranks of pars1atencr in eaoh group. 
6 •· Ranks of perai atenoy :for tha a lass, · 

as :a whole• 



INDEX AND RANKS OF PERSISTENCY OF ERRORS OF THE FRESHMAN CLASS 

. :rrc rs: RankE of Pe1 sistenc't.l b:v Inc ices 
"A" "B" *'C" Class , ~lass no. Name tlrOU'D Groun Gron.n Aver. ,tank 

l. Subject or object 01: varb in wroru; case 39 40 .· 16.50 31 36 
2 ~redicata noun in wrorur case 59 40 59 39.33. 43~50 
3 Object of vrenosition in wroru? case 39 .40 59 39.35 43-50 
4 usa of objective for POSS• of ~erund 39 40 39 39.33 43.50 
5 Disaf!Teement o:f vrononn and antecedent 22 22 16~50 28.50 ·33 
6 "You" USS·t indefinital:v 39 . 30 16~50 20•16 . 16 
7 Miscellanaons misuses Of' nronon.ns ·612~50 18~50 59 '23.55· 22 . 

8 DisaRraement of subject and predicate 2 22. .. 7 io.53· .4.5·· 
9 ChallRe o:f nast tense in m~i n aJ An~o 1(1, 10 ~(') , !';"' ~?') rt . 

:.o roruz nast tense ·or nast narticinle 19 •. 50 13 a .• 13.:F;n 10 
.. 1 'lroru? verb used 5.;50 2 2 3 .• 5 1 
·2 ilista.kes in mood 39 40' 59 ·39 .• 35 43.50 
.3 se O~ "' adjective ·:for· adverb .. 39 3 ;39 27 ~h 

.4 "'sa o: ~ nmostn for •·almost 11 59 40 39 ':' 39 .. ?i?t 4~.t;n 

: .5 "Onl:v11 misnlced '·in the sent enc a 19.50 6.-5 39 21.66. f'.{l 

: 6 Jse of double ne~ativa .. 39 22 59 33.33 57 
: .7 :A.iscellaneon.s misuses· of Adj .• and adv.- 4 6,.5 .l 3.83 2 
.8 Jsa of wronsr or SUTIArf1nOHR TJ~n7~~itinn 'All 9.E; ~'1 9.'1 _91~ 29 .. fiiO 

.9 ae o:f -wro~ conjunction · ., 39 6 .• 5 59 28.·16 Z2 
0 Misuse of nllke'· 12 .• 5. 40 S9 27 .. 16: 28 

'l :ncomniete sentence 27 28 .. l 22 21 
::2 •'ailure to make _new sent.. f'or new thot 23 18..5 9 .• 5 17 14 
;3 Usaallaneone misuses 1n sent .. ·· struct .• · l. 29 ML6~5 1li.5 l.l. 



24 Ambim1itY- due to inde:f. T' .-~,;-.~;-.-.,.... Roi'_ 4 An fi "1 h - ?ir.t ., ~ 
25 Awkward or comnliaatad nhrasein~ 39 l 39 26.33 25 25· ~ Other cases of· ambimii ty· · 29 ·40 9,.:5 26.13 24 
27 ·No period 12.5 31 28 27-.13 27. 
28 ·Members of aeries not· senarated· 25.5 40 16.5 27. .3 29.:50 
29· Independent a1ausas·not aena.rated -39· 26.! 39 24., ::s 23 
50 Iio pu.nctuati.on- aftA~ into .. · Airn,..t=u:u:t •. 24'' 1~ 2A .· ~(L .~ 

.,,,. 
!'.31 .tlama · of ci t:v and state not senarated 6.5·. . 26.5 26 19.66' 15 
32 Miscellaneous 'PUnctu.atio111 1R lh E;' 13.3~;- v. 
53 Failure· to diatingu.ish between· it 'a·· · .. 

· · · and 1t's 39 4-0 39 39 •. 33. 43.50' " 

34 Wrom~ ·formo:f·vossessive·noun· 39. 40 .... 39 59.35· 4Z.50 
35 nol'clook0

· written without S.l>Ostrot>ha !39 .40 25 ~A 43.fiO 
36 !Uscallaneoua misuse of anostronhe 15.5 13 22 16.5 .. ZS 
37 · Failure to· use ca:oi tal ' 21 15 16.f 16.5 ·1~ 

38 Inmroner use of' cani tal 25.6 32 9.6 9 34 
39 Omission of word. or nbraae. 15.5 ·17 :9.6 .0.66 18 
40 Omission of letter oraYllable 4 40 9 "l .66 31 
41.' Reviti t ion o:f s:vll ~. word.a ate •. 8 4 4 5,.33 3 
42 Comnollll.d words incorrectly used 39 40' ~9 39.gz 39 
45 liiisanel 11~ of "to" "too" tJTwon 12.5 6.5 1 L5•35 7 
44 Miaspellitlll' 0£ ~their11 "there". 39· 13 ·5 bl.66 35 
45· Other·m1sspelling 9 9 L3 · .0.35 4.5 
46 Misuse 0£ -Ouotationmarks 1'7 20 3 5.33 9 
47 Miscellaneous errors 28 24 L2 ~l.33 tJ.9 



Table XVII indioatea; 
l: • Aniong "An fraahman tho error of on.t ata.ndi.ng 

parsistenaa· ia miaoallanaoua m1atakas in sent• 
enae structure• 

II The_ ()tho I~ errors that inoraase or remain the 
J Same :l n the f1 Va sets . are I 

lank 
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2, Dissgreomant of. S'1b3eot and predicate. 
4a W.scellaneons miauaea of ad;Jec~ive 

fol' adverb. 

Indefinite pronominalref'erenoa. 
Omission of lotter or syllable. 

6 .5 . Wrong Vf.n.•b uaed • 

Name'\:~D:f,:J3i tr and state without punot- . 
'( 

nation.· 
' .·,a. , Raplt:t.tion of ayllsblea, worda 9 or 

. phrs.aas. 

9. 'Change of past tense in main olause. 
10. J.{isspelling. 

12.5 Miscellaneous misuses of pronou.ns• 
luisnaa of ttl!ke~ 

No period. 
Uiaspelling o:f' ttto 1~ • "too"• ntwo"• 

III The orrora wh!oh tend· to ~eorea.se (this de• 
oroase ranges from .a5 to .oa index of 
paraietonoy) dttrin.g the five sets are i 



l.5•5 (lli.$oellaneoa.a mtsu.ae'ota.postrophe 
(Omission of word or pbrae,. 

\( ,, ... 

17:. · Misuse of qu.ot~tion tna.rks~ 
ia. · ·m1soallanaous punctuation. 
19115 ·{Wrong •past tense or past participle. 

, . ('*Only" mispla.aed in tf:,le sentena~ •. 
2lit Fa.1lurs to uea capital•. 

22, Disagreement of pronoun and snteoedent, 

2~! , !,liatakes in the case of 'pronouns., . ·. 

139 

24. Failure to make nevi santan<u~ for nevr thought. 

as- Bo punotuatiori after introdu.otory expresaione. 

26.6 (Member of aeries not .aeparatea.. 
(Improper use of oap1tal• 

2a, Xneomplete sentence• 
29• lieoellaneous·errora.-

. 30• Other oases of amblgui ty. 
31~ Use o~ wrong or· su:perfluous px-epos:ltion. 

IV. .Among "B'' freshmen the err~r of ·ou.ta~a:ttetiIJ.g · 
·"' 

persistanoe is awlcwattd ol' oompl1.~atea.. phrasing. 

V • Tho other errors that 1noreaae or remain the 

same· in the fi va sets are : 
Bank. 

a. Wrong verb used 
· 3• Use of adjective for adverb 

. ' 

4. Repeti·t!on of syllables. words~ or phrases. 
6.6 ("Only"mtsplaoed in sentence 

(J.tiaoalle.neou.s nd.su.ses ·of ad3eotive and 
adverb 

(Use of wrong conjunction 
(J.tiespelling of "to", "too"• "two''. 
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9• lUsapell1.ng · 

10, Ohanga. of pa.at tense in main ols.uua. 

·. 'f W:tong past · tense ()l' past participle 
· (Miecella.neoua misuses .. of apoat rophe · 
tNo ,punatttat1on a.filer intr-oductory clause. 

. C Failure· to · ttse capt ta.l · · 
. 0U.eapelling Of tttha1r 11 , 0 th(lre" 

.VI. Tha errors that tend to dearaasa Cthia decrease 

ranges from, 92 to .06 index of' pex·aistenoy) 

, du ri,ng the five sets are; 

l(;. M1scallaneoua punctuation 
I 

17. Omission of wrod oo phrase 

18 .a htt.so.ellanao.us misuses -0-t 'Pl"'onouns 
(Failure to make new santanco for nevi 
· ~hought . ': 

2<>.· U:tauaes of qu.otetion marks 
•. . 

22. (Disag-reement of pronoun an~ antaoadant 
(Disagreement of subject and p::edioste cuaa of double negative 

24•· Ulscellanaous errors 
26. Use o~ wrong or au.parflnou.a oonjuncti on 

26.50(Ind,ape.ndent olattse of oompcnmd aentanoe 
not separated. · ·. . '· · 
(Name of oity and state not separated 

28. ~noomplete sentence 
·29. l!isoalla.neotia mistakes in sentenae 

atrm::ture 

30 •. Tf You. u tuJatl indefinitely. · 

31. Uo period 

32. tmproper use of capital 
VII. The error of on tatanding pare1stonca among 

"O" :eroshmon ia mlsoellanoous misuses Of 
. 'fl 
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adjective and adverb• 
VIII •. The qthar errors that increase or remain 

the same are: 

2. Wrong verb:i.used 

3. Misuse of quotation ma.rks 
'· 

4. Repdttition of SY'llables, word.a• 
or ph.rase~-

5. Ambigtl.ity due to indefinite pron-
ominal reference 

6. :Misoellap.aous punctuation 
"I. Disagreement of subject and pred-

icate 

81 Wrong past tense O-r past par.ti~ 
o1ple 

9.5 (Failure to make new sentence for 
new thought 

(Other oases of ambiga.1ty 
ll. Incomplete sentence 
12. lascellaneoua errors 

13. Misspelling . 

16.5 (Subject or object of ~arb·1n wrong 
case 

.{Disagreement of pronoun and e.nte-
a ndent 

( "You" use<· indefinitely 
(Miscellaneous mistakes. in sent• 
once structure · 

IX. The errors that tend to decrease (this d.eorea.ae 

ranges from .lG to .83 index of persistanoy) 
are: 

Rank 

20, Change of paet tense or past·part•• 
oiple 



; 

·21.- 'lisspall1ng of "to"• "too"• "t\vo" 

22, Mi~oellaneoue misuses of apostrophe 
2:;;1::.::Mls~P.eii!ng:t:of '"their":. ·''there". 

~"" :.- <,'~·-~-,': ... :-_ -~ . . :- =-.-~'; 

24. ;, Bo punetuat'i~n after ·1ritroduotory 
.. expression ( . 

25. "~'cl.:;ck'• written wi~hout apostrophe 

· 2fh· la~a o.f tli.~y and sta,ta not t;tei:iarated 

2'1. Use of. wrong or superfluous oon3·unc-. tion · · · 

2a. ·uo period 
. 29.,50 (Improper uae: of ca.pi ta.l 

. ( Omi 1:rnion of word or phrase 

142 
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PERSISTEI{T ERRORS OF THE JUNIORS 

Table XVIII shows: 

1. · Err.a~· ntl.mber 

2. Error name 
3, .Ra1*s of para~~tt=in~y ao~o_rq.ing to 

indioes in the "A'", "B''. and ''O" groups 
4. Ranks of para!stancy according to indices 

~or the class as a w~ole 



TABLE XVIII 
INDEX AlID RA?iKs OF PERSISTIDICY OF ERRORS· Ill ·THE 'JUNIOR CLASS 

- .:.:.a rora: ... s 0 ars ~ ena_x :ice. 0 ndice 
"A'' "B" uc,:J'' Class OJ.ass 

Rank f. p 1 t t I s 

Ho, ·Names Groun GROUl ·.Gr.ou:o ~:'~Aver~ :·Rank 
l. Subject or object o:f verb in. wrong ease . 6 · 15 .. 5 .. 5 ' ·a 5 . 

2 Eredioate noun in wron~· case za .. 5 41 .40 ' ' ~a.az 42.5 
5 Object of preposition in 'l'!rO~ case 38.5 41 "40· ~9-AZ .A.?.. fi 

4 Usa of' ad;l. for 'P6Ssessi V"e. vii th ~erund 38.5. 41 ., 40 ' 39 .• Sv - 42a-5· . 
f)' -Disa~reement of. pronoun·. and anteca ent- · 15'• 9 . 25. --· 15.68 11 
6 nyon" used indafinitalv -' '·. 29 34 2.0.50 21·.-a3_· 32 
'l Mi scell a.nao 118 mfSUS9S 0~ UTOllQnnA 38.5 41 7 28•83 34 
8. Disap:r9emant of subject and predicate 6 15 .• 5 2 7•8!3 2 
9 Change o~- past tense in ma.in. clattse 27 15 •. 5· 3 15.16 .. 9' 

10 Wrori.s; -past tense or past. r1artici nle 13 5.13 9 9.16 6 
11 Vironf.! verb used 10 31· 7 16 13 
12 Mistakes in mood 15 41 40 31.33 35.5 
1.3 Use of adjective for tlnvAT"b ~8.5' 41· l'l.50 32.Z!? B7 
14 Use of. nmostnfor "almosttt 58.5 41· 40 . .-: 39.83' 42.-5 
15 noni:vn misn1a.c e.1 in sentenc.e ~8.5. 41 40 39 .• 83 42.5 
l!i Use of doub1e·na~ative 38.5 15•50' 40 311135 55.,5 
... 'l :F-Jiscellaneous misns'.1S o:t"ad;J. or adv 8 1 l 3.,35: l 
: .8 Use of wrong or sunar1:'luou.s nreposi tion J.8 3 51F5 l. 7.50 3.5 
.. 9 Usa o:r. wrom? conjnnotion 38.5.' 41 40 !'19-A9; 4?. .. fi 

~o Mi~mse of n111ta" 13 10.-5 ·40· 21.:16 21 
~l. Incomplete sentence 16 22 10 16 13 

-



~2 .b'ailu.ra to make new sarit. :for new thot 17.:6 23 15 18.5 16 
~3 Miscellanao11S misuses in sentence struc. 26 7 22 18 15 
:4 lAmbitmi t:v due ·to indef. nronorn.· refer enc 938.5 2•5 5 15.:·33 10 
':b Awkward or comnlicatad 'Phrasin&.? 13 29 40 27.-33 31 
: 6 Other cases of ambiR"uity 38.5 4 20.50 21· 30 
~ 7 uo neriod 2~.A ~0.5 Z2 .. !9.'33 19.5 
: 8 Members.of seriee not senara.ted 23•5 24.5 12 .. 20. 19 .. · 
( g Ind. clauses not separated 38.5 41 40 39.83 .··· 

0 o ~unctuation after into.- clause 17.:5 15.5 . Zl.5 21~5· 23 
1 'aJll0 of ci t:v and state not senaratod. 19 27.5 ... 29· - ·25.16 27 

~·· 

•. 

2 Jiscallaneons mmctu.ation 22 26 - 16 21.33· 22. 
3 Fail. to distiruro.ish its and· it's 38.5, 41. 40. 59.83 42.5~. 
4 \Vron~ f o-rm of nossessiva nonn 38.·5. ·41 .. 40 .. ....... < 59.83 42•5,. 
5 "O'clock" written without anostronhe &l.5 27.5 12 . 26 ·· .. ,· 28 

.6 H.soellaneou.s misuses of' n ?.5 21 12 19.33 17.5. 

.7 Failure to use ca11itaJ.. 21 2 .. 5 . 28 13.83 8 
!8 J.mllropar use of aan1 tal ' 2 32 31.5 21.83 24 
;9 )mission of word or nhraae 9 20 19 16 13 
I. 0 .. 1mission o:f ·latter or syllable l 30 40 23.66 25. 
1. l ~eni ti ti on of s:vllabl.e eto.- 6 .:>.50 8 9.83 7 
42 . :lom13oun.d words incorrectly v1ritten 38.50 b1 40 39.83 42.5 
43 ~iispellin~· of "ton "'too~· ntwo 0 38 .• 5 .5.5 25 26.,33 29.5. 
44 ~iaapelling "their" .. nthere" 38-.5 .. 5.5 25 26 .. 33 29.5· 
4 5 Jther ·missi>allinE? 4 e 14 a.66 3.5 
~6 .Iisuse of quotation marks 20 24.5 30 24.83 26 
" 7 . liscallaneous errors 28 53 23 28 33 



Table XVIII 1ndioates: 

I. Among "A" juniors the error of' outstanding 
I .. ' ' " " 

•) 

persistanoe i.e. omission of letter or syllable. 
' ' ' ' .. , ; , ' , 'I 

It. T~a other .~rr·ors that increase or· remain the 
! ; ,' 

sama in the five sets are: 
Rank 

2 ~mproper ttsa of ca.pi ta.l 

3 Use of' w~ong or s~parf.luou.s -preposition 
4 Misspelling 

146 

6 (Subject or predicate disagreeing 
{Subject or Object of verb in wrong oass 
(Repetition of syllables. words or ph~aaes 

8 l1iacellaneoua misuses of adjective ·or 
adverb 

9 Omission of word or phrase 
10 Wrong verb used 
13 (Disagreement of pronoun and antecedent 

, . (\Vrong past ta.nae or past pa.rtioiple . 
(Mistakes in mood 
(Misuse of rtllke" 
(Awkward or compl1crntad phrasing 

III. Tha errors which tend to de.crease {thia decrease 
ranges from .,66 to e.Ol index of paraistanoy) 

16 Incomplete sentanoa 
17.50 (Failure to make new sentence for new 

thought ·. · 
{No punctuation after introductory phrase 

19 Name of city and state not separated 
20 Misuse of quotation marks 
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21 Fai:lttra to use oapi tal 
22 W.aoallanf . .-01m punctuation. 

fNo· period 
(Members of .aeries not separated 

25 Miaoai1'an~oua misuses of apostrophe 
26 Misoallaneoua miatakaa·1n eentanoe atruc• tura 
2'1 Ohanga o~ pa.st ta.nae in main clause 
28 l!iscallaneoua errors 
29 lndefinite use of "you1

'. 

XV. , Among "Br• ;Juniors, the error of outstandin.g per-
sistence is miaoallaneous misttses of adjective 
and adverb • 

v. The othar errors that increase or remain the 
ea.me in the five sets a.re: 

Rank 
2.5 (Ambigt1ity du.e. to indefinite pronominal · ref erenoe .. · 

{Failure to use capital 
4 Other ca.sea of ambigu.i ty· 

5,5 ((Wrong past ten:~e or past participle 
(Use of wrong or superfluous preposition 

'1 1aacella.naous mistakes in sentence struc-
ture 

a ltli.sspalling 

9 Disagreement of pronoun and antecedent 
10.5 Onsusa of "like" 

(Ho period · 

15.5 {Subject or object of verb in wrong case 
(Disagreement of subject and predioata .<oaanga of past tense in main clause 
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15 •50 (tree of· dotible negative 
( 1To punctuation after introductory e~~resa• ion . · · 
(Repetition of syllables,, words· or phrrases 
C :Miaspelling ·of "to" ·~too" two" 
fliisspalling of . i•their;": "thera.tt 

VI. Th e errors Vi!hioh tend tQ decrease {this decrease 

VII. 

ranges from ·.a4 to .09. index of persistenoy} are : 

20 

21 
22 

23 

24.50· 

26 

27.50 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33. 

34 

.Omission of word or ph:x-a.sa 

Miscellaneous misu.ses of apostrophe 
Inoomplata sentanee 
Failure to ma.lta new sentence :for new 
tho~ght 

(Member of aeries not separated 
{Miauae of quotation marks 
MiscelJ.aneous punctuation 
(Name of city and stat a not separated 
(Miscellaneous misuses of apostrophe 
Awkward or oomplicat,ecl phrasing 

Omission of letter or word 
Wrong verb used 

. Impropal' use of oap1~·a1 

l!:f.soollaneous errors 

Inde:fi.ni ta use of nyon11 . 

Among non jttniors, the arto~ of· outa~ancling, 

paraietar1oe ls misoallanaoua misuses of 

adjective and adverb. 

VIII The other errors that increase or tand to re-

main the same are: 
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Rank 
14 .Misspelling 

16 Failure to make new sentence for new 

. thought 

16 . Miscellaneous p~r1ctuation 

1'7.50 (U,sa of adjeotlve for adverb 
(Use of virong or su.perflu.otta preposition· 

19 Omission of word or ~hrase 
20.50 (Indefinite ua~G of "you" 

(Other cases of ambigu.ity 

22 :Miaoallane011s mistakes in sentanoe 
structure 

23 M1aaellanaot1s /errors 

· 25 (Disagreement of pronoun and anteced-
ent 

(:Miaapalling of ''to" "too" ''two" 
{Misspelling of ntheir" ''there" 

2'? No period 

28 Failure . to -nsa1:;oapi tal 

29 Name of·city and.a~ate not ·separated 
30 Misuse of quotation marks 
3lt6 (No punctuation a:,fte.r introductory 

expression . . · · I . . 
(Improper use of.capital 



TABLE XIX 

A COMPARISON OF THE RAllKS OF THE TEN MOST Ffil::,~UEUT MID OF THE TEN lJOS:tt 

PERSISYE!lT ERRORS l.iADE .BY TRE FRESHMAN CLASS 

TEN l10ST FRB \,UENT ciRRORS TEU 1\l!OST PEitSISTEMT ERRORS 
Rank a of Ranks o:f Fan.ks of Ranks of 
Freq. P·arsist.- Name of Error· Freq. Persist. llama of' Error 

l. 4.5 m.ss])elling (45) l 
(llJ 

17 Wront? verb t1Sed 
Fail. to make naw sent •. Mia • .Misuses Of 

2 15 for new thou~ht t22r 2 20 Adj. & Adv (17) 
Omissionof word or. Repetition o:f 

3 6 phrase (39) 3 26 · syllables ( 41) _ 

(!32) 
Disagree. of" 

4 8.5 Mis. nunatuation 4.5 19 sub:l and 'Pred. 

5 19 ltisc. Errors (47) 4.5 1 :MisapellLn~ {45) 
; { 2)8} Omission of word 

6 !"?4 Improper use . o:f capit.als 6 3 o-r phrase (39} 
Misspell. nto" 

'7 14 Fail. to use capita.1 (37 a.5 24. "Too 0 ntwon (43) 
~ unange o~ ~past tens a in 

8 8.5 maln clause ( 9) 8.5 4 1Jisc. Punct. C 32) 
·. Xiiisusa of' quo-

9 21; Incomplete sentence ( 21) a.5 10.50 tation marks (46} 
use o:r wrong orsnp. Wrong past tense 

[0.5 29~5 Con:T11nnti on f lR ) ,, 1~· n1"' nn.~t TIA ,.-t. • f1 n 
.. ' . 

10.5 8.5 Mis. of tJnotation ma11ks l46) 

.... 
Ol 

.0 
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~able XIX displays. the following fa.eta: 

x. The most frequent errors of the freshman class 

do not ha,va a o<?rrasponding i-ank in, peraistanoy. ~ 

II. · Tha following e1'rors more readily correspond 

in frequency and persistenay: 
l. ·· Change o:f past tens a in main clause (9) 

. 24. Misuse Of quota.ti on marks (46) 

3 •. Omission oi~ "vord. or_ pkra.sa (59) 

4. Miscallanoou.s ru.nctuation (32) 

5., Failure to use capital (3'1) 

6. Wrong pa.st tense or· past l'a:rtia!ple (10) 

Thie a11ggeats that eauh of these errors might 

ba'thoroughly worked over in class to be follow• 

ad by individual instruction. 
"' 

III The lack of similarity of tha othar errors su.gg• 

oats thnt they co11ld and s~ould be taken up 

aa individual problems in order to. save olaas 

time, thus improving and aoaalerating the 

work of each individual. 



TABLE XX 

A COMPA.'t1ISON OF THE RANKS IF THE TEN MOST FREQUE!:TT AND OF THE MOST 

P.F1.1lSISTElllT ERRORS MADE BY THE JUUIOR CL.ASS 

Ten Most Frequent errors Ten ltost l!e r91stant Ei1 rors · 
Ranks Ranks Ranks Ranks 
F P i N i'E rea. era s. ~ame 0 rror P F N 'f fil era. ·rea ·ame 0 'rror . 

1 . 3.5 lii s snel 11 ng (45) 1 9 Inaomt>l.ete sent. (21) 
Omission of word or Disagree. of subj-

2.5 13 phrase (59) 2 24 act and p:retiloate (8) 
<' Use.of wrong or ti~)-2.5 33 1tiscellanaous arr ors (47) 3.5 11.5 arfluous prov. 

-

4 22 Miacella.neons nunot·. (32) 3.5 l Misa'Pelling (45) 
~'ail. to make new sent.·. Subject or ob.j. o:f 

5 16 Fo~1.new thot (22) 5 33 verb• vrl'Onfi." casa (1) 
Improper use Of Wrong past tense or 

6 24 capital (38} - 6 17 East part. (10) . 
Change of past tense in· Repmtition of syll. 

7 9 main olausa· (9) '7 30.50 v10rd.s eto ( 41 ) · 
Other oases 0£ l~aflu.ra . to 

8 '20 amb!tnti ty (26) 8 ll.50 n.se cal>i tal· (37} < 

.Misc. misuses of aa3. Change o.:f past tense 
9. 1 and adv. fl '7) 9 7· in main clause (9) .. 

Ambiguity due to inde 
1@ 13 Incomplete sentence (21) 10 28 -pronominal refer. (24 

f. 
} 



I. The ·mo~t f,)."~QUE?nt ~~rors of the 3l;lnior ola.se 

do not r1:1ve_a'corrasponding; ra~k.in persist-
.·.· 

ency •. · 

II. The ,following. :er11ors more cl'iaarly·oorreapond 
! J ~ 

in froqua,ncy. :El.nd parsistano,y: .'. , . 
• JI ' ' • 

l •. : "Oho.rtge of pas.t tenae in main clause ( 9) 
: : ,'~~. ;, ,Inc&rhplete sentenc~ <(21) ... • 

III It. l~ \n;t6r~si;ing to n~te th~t onl; 2 errors 

in: ;the juriio~ corresp~nd eve.n slightly in 
' ' . ~ . 

rfm,ks ;; 
1

aa· qontra.atad with the . 6 in the 
' ; ! " ,·. ' . ' ' 

, f' I ;_ ; . ' , 

., f~ashman\olaas. Thie leads to .the question: 
Ara 

1 
·ju.~:ior', errors ,mo1•a in~i vi dual than the 

.' I. ' ; , , , • 

freshtiah: e:l;'rors,, and, inversely, are fresh•·· 
. mah: ·~~~~~id. ~ore . similar througho11t the class? 

;'. ·; l ,· '•. \,I ' i .. : i ' • ' ' ' • . ' 

.Furt.her·; a~perimont and study. would be 
' , _:·. \ 

1
·, " t,, l ': : ' ·, ' • . '. 

neoe:ssar1 :to :suggest the· anawer to this 
q~e~~-.~~h .• 11 

':" ,' 
~ , • ,! t "t ~ . 
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TABLE XXI 

TRE RANKS OF THE TfilI lJOST FruLU&1T AlID THE TEN NOST PERSISTENT 

FRESHltAU ERRORS I!l THE . JUUIOR YEAR 

Ten Most Persistent Errors Ten Most Frequent Errors 
b'raah. 3un. · · . 11resh. Jun. 
Ranks Ranks 11ame of Error - Ranks Rani.rs Name o:f Error· .. 

l l Missnel1ing (45) 1 13 Wrong verb used (11) 
Failure to maka new sent- Misc. misuses·o~ adj 

2 5 ence :for new thot {22) 2 1 and adverb (l 7) 
Repet:ttion of syll-

3 2.5 Omias. of word or -phrase ( :-39} 3 7 ables. etc.· (41) . 
Disagreement ot 

4 4 Miscall. 'Punctuation. {32} 4.5 2 ~11b;. and nrea. Cal 
6 2.5 Miscall. e.r1~ors (47) 4.5 3-.5 PUssnollin~ ( 45) 

. 
~ Omiaoion of word or 

6 6 Imnroue1• us(~ of cenita1(38) 6 . 15 nhrase (39) 

'1 11.5 Failu.re to.use can1tal (37) 8.5 29.5 
Miss~elling "to" 
1'two .' ( 43} 

·0 to 

Change. of past tense in Miscall • .tunatu- · 
a· 7 ·main clause(9} 8.5. 22 ation f32) 

. . . ......... . Misuse.of· 
! 

9 .... 10 . Inoom'Plete sentence (21) e.& 26 quota ti on ma1·ks (46} 
Use of wro;~g or· super.flttous Wrong past tenso or 

10~6 11.5. ·conjunction (18) 1i- 6 vast -particir.la {10) 

l6 1'I1ause of 
10.5 quotation r~arek's (46) 

o" 



Table XXI shows the follovling facts: 
X• Misspelling is the most frequent error both in 

the freshman and junior classes. 
II. The follQwing 'moBt frequent· freshman orrors 

oorr~spond close~y in jiinior. fraquenoy rank: 

l•, ·Omission of word or phrase ( 39) 

2. Miscellaneou.e punottiation { 32} 

3 •• !mp~oper us~ of oa~ital (38) 

4. Change of past tense in.main clause (9) 
5+ Incomplete sentence (21) 
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6e Use of wrong or superfluous conjunction {18) 
Thia oornpa.riso:m.· suggests that much mq1•a drill in these 
types of B'lrrors in the., freshman and junior classes. 
might hava bean quite a~faotive,. 

III Nona of tha most persistent freshman-arnora corres-
pond in pnrsistanoy in the junior yea.1" .. ~inoa this· 
seems to be th(} case, pe11ha.ps, the frequanc~r of 

tha errors, discussed in II,. in2tlie junior. themes 
was dua la.rgaly to carolesanesa ~nd mind•aet~. 1-Yi• 
dently the above. orrors ware comparatively easy to 

I 

reduoa in tha ju.ru.or year. 

Ona problem .at-ising from the consideration of 

parsiatenoy la the question of the relationship of 
intalliganaa and persistency of errors. To know why 
errors persist ona must know the factors which 
produoe tham. Ia it laok of intelligence? This 



question may lead to an attempt to correlate I• Q. 

and 1.nde;t of persistenoy. 
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·Xn th.~ f11~st .trial only is· individuals of eaoh 

class ware inoluded •. As this proved entirely un~ 

satisfa:otory on aooount of the· sm,a,11 :number of oases. 
another correlation, using the 136 cases in the 
~unior olasa .for which there were.sufficient data.. 
was made+ 

The scattering of those cases in 1ndiaated in 
· . · · · plus 

Table XXII. The oorralation found was r - 11 minus -
.• oa4 •. Thi.ta the correlation is i:•roba.bly aacidantal 
and no· oonclu.aions may be dre.vm from it t save· 

thet peraiste,noy of erro~ arid intelligenoe are 
not significantly related+ 

Thia may be aue to the fact that the Oatagor1 
of Errors use(l doea not include errors th~t depend 

more on practice than on insight.· It has been 
suggested that a class of errors might have bean 
aal~otea. which wo11ld require average or more than aver• 
age intelliganoe and thus co1~relata with z. Q. 

Such a pro<3edure, however, is not in keeping with 
the purpose of this thesis. Thia study is oonoern-
ed with rnochanical errors which porsiat in _oompos1-
tiona. If t.hair porsistoncy oo~ralaied with I. Q., 

there would sometimes be an oxcuse for theflr 



oontinua.nce. The 1a.ok of corralation. however., 

places more and more,reaponsibility on the teach-
•, 

ing process such as the· content•, method, of proc-

edure,' etc. 

15'1 
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;l! ADI.a& .. Uil: 
' 

AliD INuru::: OF l?ElRSISTE:UOY 

Range of' Intolligenoe ~uotianli . 
Ol m ~ ~ Ol °' Ol en 
i::... ti) Ol s ,.... 02. !'3 ~ 

""" 
....... 

0 .0 0 ""' ~ ~ ·~ 0 r-l r;.Q t- (%) al ,.., ri n M ,... 
5 2 l l 2 3 4 

~ 
~ 

4.55 lh,OJJ l 2 
C> .l:.05 4·-5~ i; 0 

tM 

~ 3.55 4 .• 04 .. 1 a 3 
~ z.05 
'"' 

5.54 l l 
0 

t;.55 3.04 l M l -m 
2 .. ;54 -+-'ti 2.05 4 

~ 
~ la65 '2.04 1 5 l 3 lJ 
0 •. 

!" l.05 1.54 2 4 3 1 l lf 
~ -65 l.04 7 9 a 'I 4 3$ 

..• 05 .• 54 4 4 ll 10' lB l l 6€ 

I 0 .• 05 l l l ~ 

' 14 20 28 2? 20 23 3 1 -
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SUll?lARY OF DATA 

I. In reference· to. d.iatribution of er:r•ors. 

freshman and juniors made a·nat impro~emant· 
between sets 1 and 5. 

II. In ·five groups 011t of six the results in aver-

age number of errors, totals' of ·errors. per-
oantaga of errors, ete.,are comparable to the 

group. showing a.n increase from''A'\ . through "B" 

to "O". The group peroonta·gas of tho total 

errors made 'in the j~nior class ~how this 
oondi tion more distinctly 1;han O.o tha fresh· 

man group percentages. 

III The problem of the individual within a sedtion 
tends to be peculiar to ~ typioal individual. 

IV. 

v. 

The two most frequ.ent errors for eaoh. class are: 
{ 
( l. Misspelling (45) 

Freshman( 2 •. Failure to make new sentence for 
· ( new thought · ( 22) 

' (ll1sspalling (45) 
Junior ( , 

( Omission ·of wo;rd or phrase 
( Miacal:t.aneo!1S er11ora " 

The two mo~t persistent errors for each class 
a.re t 

( Wrong vet"b tl.aed . . 
( :MiscellaneollS misuses of 

:&1rashma.n( ndjeotlve and an.verb . 

l.iiseallaneotrn misuses, of adjective 
and aa:ve rb · · 

Junior (Disagreement of subject and 
predicate 



I 

VI,. Frequent ana 11ersistent errors do not 
correspond closely in rank 

VtI. Six frequent freshman errors correspond 
in rank, wi t'h frequent junior errors;, but 

persistent freshman errors do not 
I 

correspond with persistent junior arrors. 

,159 



OBAP!EB. IV ,, . 

OOBOLUSIOBS 

AWSWERS TO ml Sl?EOIFIO QUESTIOliS OF 
. THIS STUDY. 

160 

. A repetition of the questi~ns listed. in Ohapter XI· 
and the answers to them is es~ential before stat~ng the 
oonoluaions of this thesis• First• however, this 

·· faot is important: a diatination ls made between 
·"frequenoy11 ~d "persistenc1" 1 the former has to do 
with high totals, w~le the latter :means the continued 
11101 denoe of errors. 
l~. (Question)· What are the most persistent errors of 

the freshman? 
: I '• 

(.Answer) ~. Each gl."oup wi th1%i tht> freshman· class has 

its own particular worst or .moat persistent error. 
Atty plan tor oo:rreotion of errors should fit the 
heode of the "A", "B", or ttOtt group. !i?he five most 
per~istent errors of the class, as a \Vhole, are: 

i. · Wrong verb used• (11) · 

2. Jiiscellaneous misuses of ad~ectives 
and adverbs· (17). 

3. Repetition of syllables, words, or 
phrases (41). 

4. Disagreeme~t of sub~ect and predicate (S). 
s. liisspe111ng (45). 



!rhe five most frequent eno:rs are; 
l• . Misspelling : (45), 

2• ··Failure to make new sentenae for 
new ·thought (22)• 

3. Omission of word Qr p'hrase (39)'. 

4• W.soellaneous· PUlJ.Otuattons '32).• 
5• J4eoellal).6()ttS errO:tS .. ':~47 ),it 

,·,.!.,,' .• 

2. . (Qa.estion) What ls the order <)f their persistence?. 
(.Answer ) ·~is is indicated above, the most· per ... 
sistent or most frequent being put first. ·. ~ables . . 

. . 
' 1D ~he preceding chapter answer this in detail. . 

.. ,5:.. ( QuestioI\) What are the most persistent errors ot 
I 

the 3uniors? 
(An.ewer ) Again eaoh group within the class has 
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its peculiar difficulties,., but the five moat persistent 
for the 3tu'Jior~. as a wholf;l, are aaoording to .rank: 

l. ltlsoellaneoue'misa.ses of a.d~eative and. 

adve:rb (1'1 ). 

2. · Disagreement of Stib~eot and predicate. (eh· 
3 •. · Sub~eot or· ob~eot of verb in "wrong cl.lee . ' . ·(l\ . . 

. . , . ' •" 

(Use Of Wl'Ollg 01' suu~f!l10'i1S pr&pOsiti.On 
4., ·<,wrong past tense or past participle (10). 

Repetition of syllables, words .or phrases 
(4lt 

(Miaspell1ng · (45). · 



· 6. Atnbigu.1t7 due tQ 1ndefin1 te pronominal 
reterenoe (24l, 

file five most·frequent errors a.re: 

l• .taospolltng. (46)• 

2. (omtss1on of '\VO:rd 01~< phrase ( 39) • · · 
(li1soe~lane9us errors (4'7.)• 

S• .iQ..eoellaneous punctuation (32h·. 
4. lailure to make new sentence on :new ' 

' ~- \ 

thought ( 22) • 
,I 

s. Xmproper use of oa~1ta.1 ~zah 

' (Question) What is th$ order at their persistenoeY 
(Ans~e~ ) . Thie has been indicated above. as the 

· . er~ors are arranged in order of frequeno7 and per• 

sisten.01. with the highest first. 
4~ (Question) . Row do the totals of erroes of eaoh set 

of the 3'1niors compare with those of the treshmenT 
!, ' 

( Atlswer ). .In. general, the freshman totals. are 
' ,, 
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higher than the errors of the eorr~sponding group of 
~uniors-. 1'he one e~oeption is ca.used by the 11B11 

. 
3uniore in ~he seoond set. 1'he following figures 

indicate this difference: 
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' " 

B'reehman ''A" • 169>7 .... 'f;ot~. ~:u.inbex- o~ errors for sets 1 • 5 
! " ~' 

) . Junior "A" - ·. 938 .. total. number of errors for sets 1 - 5 
-.~. '. 

D1tterenoe , · 1·59 - deoreas~; in ~1':rors ·between freshman 
'! 

·. ~4 ~or.;7ears • 
.freshman "B11 ., ~:~_SQ~{._·· totai. num~~r ... ot· ~ft.or~ for sets l • 6 

l>iff erenoe 2?1.. -. deci-ea.se ; br :.~rrors between freshman 
.. and ~~or ·years~ 

J'reshman 11 01• . • 19'17 .., t.otel i:m.mber Of error's ln sets· l ···JS , . ' ~· . ·. ' . : . -. ' . . . ,' . + ~·. ' • 

Junior . 0 0" • .1554 ~ total number of e~ors 1n sets··l "• 5 -· ·.·· ··.·. ·.····.· .. , 

Difference 623 ... deoreas~ ~n errors between freshman · 
' . 

al'J:1 3unior years~ 
Freshma:r.t Olass - 5483. • total .:number. of errors 1n sets· l • 5 . 

J~or Olsse 
D1fferenoe 

•. 383Q • total number of· errors in sets·~l • 5 
. ·. 1653 ~· deorease' in errors between freshman .· . . , "r 

fhus 42~ ~-·.of the cl.ass improvement was ma.d_e b7 the "A" < 

g~~UPJ · -
16+ '% 'of the class improvement was .. 

1

~de by 'the 'uJ3tt ' ' ' fl"•. ' ' .: . . . ' : . ' ' 

. group ; 

end 'lll+ 'fo of. the class improvement was made b7 the "0" 
' . 

group-. 

',, 



+u refe:re?).o• to epao:l.fio sets the following 
', . . ' 

figu.res show thedifferenoe: 

sets: 
l 2 4 5 

Freshman "A" 
. Junior "Au · 

Difference 

Freshman "B" 
Junior "B" · 

·Differenoe 
Freshman "C'* . 
JWlior "O" 

Diff erenoe 

'lli 9 !'17 428 ~7 2 241 
274 '1'14 20? ' 135 '148 ........... --~~~~---~~---~-105 ·' .10~ 221 237 ' 93 

~· '; .\ .. 
421 · · 36V . 384 2S4· . 353 
2'1'1 480 350 ' :··219;.~ 212 
.144 34 66 '141 ' 

549 
'365 

94 

349 582 
272' 248 

211 

279 
272 

'I 

fbue in all but one set there is a deorease ··• 
I 

between f~eshman and ~un1or wo:rk. although ~his . 
improvement is· slight in some s.ete. !here are e. 
number. of. faotors which influence this .condition, . 

. · 1.noluding differenoe bl· emphtts1~ :of, Bµ.b.~ect-niatter, 
. . ' : .. - ~ ' ' . . . . . . . . 

mind•set, .. · 1noreaeea. ·extra•our~1~'11iar: .. b1te:reets 
oii pa:rtof Jttnioi'S, renm.nerauri~ j~'b~• t:lldifferenoe 

. . . ' ' . 

~o eli~natton of meoha.Jlioal ·~:rrors, Jlaok of 
\mder~tandU1g. ttnderlesriling, etc •. 

'· , 

. 1'he difference b·etween the perfol'JD.anoe o:t the 

~um.or am. freshman 01asaes, hcmever, is really 
. . 

,JmlOh larger than the figures· given above wou~ld 

164 



indicate, ,since th,e length of the themes written 
by the Juniors averaged at least one or one and.· 

one half' times the length of the .freshman themes• 

These longer th.emes .. e>f ·course ottered . more 

numerous opportunities to commit errors. · In 
spit~ of this, howe'fer, the e~rors of the ~um.or 
·seotions were uniforml.1 smaller as above noted. 

' '. ' ' ' I ' ' ' 

5. (Qu$st1on) K~w. do tb<t''errore ye/~1 during the ·term 
. 1n the freshman ola.asee. and 1!1 the ~11n1or classes, 

.... ~:r-espeettvelu? -i: ... , .. 

f Answeit . l. . F()u,,. ~:f the six groups (all of the · 

3uniors) tend t~:.1norease in·errors in the sets 
. ~ l ~ 
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that were written. a.bout the time of the ·examinations. 
' . 

All Show an improvement 1n the .fourth sat over the 

third •. 

6. (QU.estion) Are there any speoifio .. t1'Pes of' errors 
peculiar tc> uA",. "Brt, and ''0" grou.psY, ·· 

' I', 

(Answer ,l !l!his is a quest.ton· that might be 

a.nEmered, "'nYes and .no•''" •· :.tn general; . the same 
errors are among the most persi~tent. . lioweTer, 

. these fa.eta pl'eeent thernsei ves: 

l• The freshman ••A"s and 11B's": rank 
highest in errors· of sentence stra.cture. 

' ' ' . .· ' 

a condition.that is e:plained by the faot 

- ' 



, . 

, . 

that "A" and "B" sentences tend to 
,be more comp+ex, than "O's"• 
. e. · The . two highest errors of the · , 

\ ', ' 

"C1 err shO~ e~rors ltt the use of pS:'.f'tS 
·c~ speech•; .;;: . 

. z. , ~e niost pel"sis«sent eXTor o:e' the 

··3untol'. ''B' att· and 1n1•·art shower the tteed 
of review 111 the correct usea of tlie 

I 

parts of ·speeoh•1 · 

4. ·· 4z:t un group St,. the -most frequ.ent 
· e:rror· 1S misspelling• 

' . . 

· 5• on th& other hand, each group has 
! ' I • ~ 

detailed peculiarities· that should be 
taken ·care of ln the' 11ne•of-marc:b. for " 

. the eliminatl on of. errors. 
'I· , (.Question) f.iha~ o:rdex- pf d:till may be suggested 

. ,' . 

'';\ '' 
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. · as a· remed7 for.· freshmen. and' ·ro"r· ·3untors respeoti vely? 
What speoia.l directio~ of· .effort in· groups within 

. the olasaea? '. '. 
' ' 

Tha following su.ggestu the order of drill: ' 



J1~esbman Class 

l• Spelling 
2. Detailed practice; 

' ' ' 

in. 'uses of parts of · 

::1 . ' ... 
l· 
• • 
• .. 
• • • .. 
• • 
!t 

·speech,· beg1nn1n! with · · i 
ad3ective, adverb ·ana. 
-verb• 

'' .. 
' . ' .. • 

•' ' ' ' ' t · .. 3', stucl1 of the sentence; 
.· ' ... ' ' ' '· $, ' 

gre.mmo.t1cal1J consld'ered. t 
• 

4• neta11e>d. dr1i1; in. i. 
• ' . 

punotnation and oapitSl• : 
izetlon1\: 

· .For both: 

• I • 

' ... ', : ' 

. ' • 
• • 

'7Urd.or eiass 
lw.Spelling 
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2~hero1sos for rev1ew ( suoh 
· .. ' '' l 
as "Sharp's Exe!'Ctise .Book" · 

' . 
:tor ~;ill. in making ·choices 

·~t ad~ecti Ve or adverb, 
;);p.om1na.t1ve ·or ob3ective case, 

etc.) 
~·::,' 

3, Review.of tne·sentenoe9 

'gr8.mma~ica.U;r am rhetor1~a117, 
ma.king 1 t as fresh as possible. 

I ,' ' 

4~ Review of punotuation 
and ca.pi te.11.zatio:n• ·· 

1;. Repetition. at needed. ~nterva.1st of drill bJ the 

use of freah· examples• 
6.. Emphasis of .the n~cesaitr for each student to study 
his. pi tfnlls;· as muoh 1nd1v1Cl.ual ins.truotion. as possible. 

The· s,peoio.l direoti'on bt effort w1 thin the groups 

shouJ.d follow the· ranks ot frequency and persi~tenoy 1 as 

olose11 as it. oan logioslly be done.· 

l• Sharp, Ru.ssell Ah . "Sharp's Exeroise Book.11 



, I 

' I . 

OJ.ass work "seems. quite;. &dequate. for the treatment 
: ' I . •. ', • / , .-. ': ~ '•' ' • ·• ~ ' ' • • . 1, , '",. :i 

~· ~ . •· ' ' . ' 

! of frequ.ency errors, wh:l.le\ lndi~dual instru:o·t~o·n 
' ' '.· ··.,, •' . . ,. . ·. : 

.. 'would best me.et the' .ne'eds. df ~~h~ ·persistent. errors. " , ", . 
. ' . • . • ' . , ' ' ; ' ·';, I ·~ \· "' . ;. i ': ... ~ ; " .·' • .,' , ::. ' ' I ,• ' : ' I ), 'I\ 

'The ErQ.b3eot•matter sho~d be fitted. to the needs . 1
• ; 

. . ' ~ •, . f ~ . ,, .<\ c ~,. ' • ' \».'' ~ 1· 

am abilities .of ~he::·psrti~.ar· group fo~ which 
: ' "~ '~ • ~> :i 'i I 

I ' 

it .is intended" ~.,·;t111·s i;etU:a.1•; ~he. needs 'are:·, · 
', ·: ' .'' ' l . " : \. ·. •.·.. . . ·.' ·; ·' t 

'indicated in' the ta'ti:J.~~/shh~i1$;,'frequeno1 arJl;; ' 
'. .· . ' ' . . ; 1. ' . ' ' 

.. 

) • I • 
r. •. ~ 

' !" ,'j 

a, .· (Question) How d9 ,: ~he, ·t<;~ts ·of this study aoijpare·· 
' ' : . ; : ' ! .' ; ' • ' . ' ·,.:· { · •. ', •• : •;\\ . • ~ ' ' ''..' . .,_ ' ' ' r • • I ~~ ' ; 

·with the reea.;tta eequ~ed;':by iohlison j.~ 191?.f · 
. ' . • ' : ~: ;' J ~· '\ 'i, ·.~/. > •i "'} ' 

· . .(Answer) · Johnson1.1f'1 su~g~.s~~Cl ·romea.,- plao•s th& 
. emphe,.sie upon oaptt~~~ati~~·;aild1 'punotuatio~. ,!l'he~e · j 

! ' ' ' '' ·'' '' '' \ ·, ~ .~ ,. .: . ''. ~ , •'. __ , "t .! ' •• '. ' ' .:· : ', ~~- ~ 

are, important in· suggested' drdel' ,of drill ·1n th~.s 
' . . . .· • ; ~' . " ".: ·; ·,, ! t. ·. ·, '. .' '. ' ' ~· ' ' . ' 

study, but not the. '11,).o·~t . ·1mp()rt.an1.i• · Al though he 
' . .. ' ..... · ', \, :: \ ( } " \' ' . . . ' ' 

includes spGll:l.ng •. he 'doos :,nf;t ·'~ it a.a high ·as 
~ . ' ~ '< . . ,, ./ ,/ ·~~· ~ ( . . , 

· ·,s~ems nGoessar;v itow•· 1.'

1 

.A:\1l111Ute':.compa.rison 'c~ot\ be,· 
.' ' . . ' .. ' :; . I·.·. ~< t .· t' '.' 1 .. ' ' . : . . . •• ' \ . ; 

mo.de for· he groups all· high\ school students toge~her. 
t ' ! ', \, ·, ~ , 

(Question) What .1n~e~esi1hg ,'bj~p~oduot iaay':be br~ught 
f·. ;·'l . ~ ," '\ ~\. :1 ', :, ' 

to)~ightf 
' ~' ,·1 (,' ~ 

(Answer~ fhe oor~61ti~tonl;~f ;~Up.ex; of persisteno1. '. 
! f' f. :-' .~.; .~. .. ··,.~ '. \ . ; \ '' ('... ·, ··,. ·-, . 

: am intelligence ·rquo:ti~n~ /;a~p$ai's to approaoh aero.· 
:· ,. • l '.,. 1,, \ \ \, .· ·. .. . . • ) 

'students oomnit· as<pt~ 1bri~h,]1 
.. ,~ore ii). English 

, } ! ':• }. } _; : l; ' '' \ ~ 

as dull ones. 



COl10Lt1SIOIS 

.. ' ' 

· !hese · anstve:rs to the spec1f1c questions 
ot tl1is study may be swmnaiized ti\ the following 

·oonolueions: 

X• · The ·hiatory. of' errors from 20111 themes. shows 

many and varied fl11ctua.tiona dne to three kinds 
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of errors: (l) those due to lack of knowledge. · 
( 2) those wh1cl1 are the result of mind.•set•. ap.d:· .. 

(3) posaiblf in few·oe.ses, those whiOh ate the 
result of mental defect-. 

· Il• ·.!Che most satisfactory improvement too~ pl.ace'· 
in.the seetions ha.Ving the greatest· amount of 

drill• 

IIX·· Both class and individual. drill. are esse11t!al 
in imp1"ovemento· · 
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