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PREFACT

»

Tudwig Uhland has Sald* "lan hat das Iit-
telalter sonst udhl eine tausondjaohrlge Nacht
*‘genannt._ﬂlese Wacht war wenigstens clne hoellc.
ﬁtéfnbildeﬁvstiegen an ihr auf und nieder, welche
~nicht sichtbar sind; wenn die schattenloso liit-
tagssonne échéitelrécht auf diec Hacupter dor len-
schen leuchbet”. Such o constollation was tho
poetry of Fartmann von Aic. |

Tﬁis diésertﬁtion has bern written in the
,~hope that it wiil not only serve fs an explana-
tion of "Der arme leinrich”, but that it will al-
80 help the reader t0 approciate Hartmann's depth
of thoug sht, asnd ‘that 1t will ins spire to further
study of the ¥iddle Tigh German poet.

T wish to acknowledge the valuable sugges-
tions I have received from Prof. E.T. ngla both
during his class lectures on "iddle ﬁi*h Gorman

poetry and through personal conference with hine.

.
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The Didactic Flement in Harbmann's

"Dor arme Heinriéh".'
Tho Introductilion,.

A+ Blography of Hartmenn von Aucs

Meither the birth-date nor the birth-place
of Hartmann von Aue is defiﬁet@ly mown, He must
have boenlborn_soon after the middlekofvﬁhej.
twelfth century, and‘three indiroct, but strongiy
convincing proofs indicate thatvho was a ﬁwabian.
Firstly, his dialect is that of a Swablan; se=~ (1.
condly, he has expressed a strqﬁg vatriotlsm £0m
vrard the “wablan peoples |

"Got wois wol, den Swaben muog
leglich biderbor man des jehen,
der s1 da heime hat geséhen‘
daz bezzers willen ne iné wark," (2.
 and thirdly, Heinrich von dem Tﬁorlin in speaking
of Tartmannts "Erec” refers to him“as a Swabion.
"Als ich vil dieké les an Trocke \‘-‘ |
den von der SwEbe lande uﬁs>ﬁféﬂ£é%,-v

Tl

Tartmann, ein tihtaere.” ' (Se

l. Class notes, Prof. Fngle.
2, "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 1433 ff, ,
%, Yeinrich von dem “uerlin, "Krome" 11. 2353 ff.
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Hovever in what part of Suabia "Ouwe" was,
which Hartmann in‘the poem to be consldercd namos
as his‘homé, is uncertain.

Hartmann was the servant of a Tenmily of (1.
lords a® Aue and himself Dbelonged to the lowoer
ranizs of nobility for “olfram in hils Parzival mon-
tions him aé "mein ierr von Ouc". (2

™ learning “artmann surpassed the contem-

poraries of his rank., He had full right to speak

o]
H
ot
d
(.!a
.-J

"#in rither 80 golTret was,

" daz or an den buochen las." Be
He must have atbtended a cloisterschool, where he
learned to read and write, and vhere he becrme
acquainted with the rudiments of grarmar. 2e- (4
sides,'ofcourso; Aible study wes not neglected
in ﬁuch‘schools, vhich was to the greatest ex-
tent carried on in Tatin, Nither through reei-
dence in Franée or a later crusnde !lartmann be-
came proficient in the usc’ of the “rench lansuapce

Duriav the last decade of “he btwelfth cen-

tury ‘artmann attained to Imighthdod. Thus, in

o o a2 o o 0 e 8w e o . e S P s . e

1. 7. Vogt, Hist of ITG. Llb., P. 100,
2. 7olfram, arzival., P. 147, 1l. 21,
3 IMe Rech, Hartmann von Aue, . VII,
4, "Der arme Teinrich', 11. 1 ff,



the.. 1" early years he seems to have lived un-
der f{avorable circumstahces. His writings'give
proof of that he fell in love with a lady of high
ranlk, 7;
Soon after being adﬁitted(to the order of
knighthood; great sorPOW‘befell him in the death
of his liege lord. From a somovhab worldly,man\he,,
was now combletely changed to a devoﬁt follower
of the Catholic church. He took paft in the cru-
sade of 1197. Ho further biographical information
of him is knovm.He dled between the years 1210
and. 1220. | | -
Hartmenn's earliest literary‘pro&uction
which has survived evidently is the Arthurian
legend "Trec". Besides it, some lyrical verse
has been retained, which seems to have been
‘brought forth by youthful effort. His most ar-
tistic production is the "Twein” 19gend, also
brlonging to the Arthurian cycle. Some biogra~
phers think;this to be his latest writing;~ (1.

’ : "
while others disagrec with them, for "Gregorius

and "Der arme Heinrich" treat about religlous

N e G e e e B B G T . G W S W SR T s S Db e Py e WD .

1- F. VOgt,HiSt. Of ITHG. Litn’ P. 191.



subjects., The latber group upholds that it is
hardly probable that Hartmann wrote these reli-
gious works and then turned back to the oxotic
épic; Thus 1t may be that "Dor arme licinrich" is
gartmann's latest production, (L.

S S M e MR TS G e = e W e e GRS NG S Y S G A R e S

1. E. Simrock, "Der arme Helnrich", P.VIII.



B, Hartmann in His Age.

l. As a Poet.

‘Soon after the middle of fhe tﬁelfﬁﬁ*c@n*uryk
the long cler;cal monOpoly of 1et+ers cam; to an }
ond. For centuries literoture had primarily been
nroduced in the mopastawy. Novwr knights,-who be- (1.
longed to the humbler clasges, took to Lhe heq.

In this way vas ushered in what is called thp
classical period of the "iddle Ages, whighgcame

to its full bloom between 1170 snd 1230 iTtéfsub»
jectmatter was both exotic and 1ndi"”§ous; Iﬁ was
during this time that Germany's famous nat*onal
epic, "Das Nibelungenlied" and, other ;orﬁan talosi
were brought on paper. The Germans were awakenipg
to national consciousness, | ‘

The exotic sﬁbjectﬁatter wés‘introduced by1,~
“einrich von Veldeke,'whn gnfmanized the ?Roman'

d! Eneas", a Trench romance of love and chivairy. 5;
This pionoer 7as followﬁd by a fanous trinrvirate

"under whosc hands the German 1anwuage ”“f*”ed $2

on a new stage as a vehicle of artistic expreqsion
3, s s 0 v e ot B B WS P " O Ton e e et s e G e

g

.1. Prof. Fncllf) Class nohes
2. Thomas, Hist. of German Lit. ?. 71-
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These men were Hartmann von‘Aue, Tolfram von
Eschenbach, ond Gottfrie& vén Strassburg. And
~of the three Hartmann i% the most distinguished,
for either conséiou31y or unconsciously, the other
two have imitated him and have thus given him the
crovm. SR (L.
"hat has been stated wlll at this point suf-
fice the reader as an introduction to the poet
undor conslderation. As to his special merits anq
technlique he shall be discussed in the prorer die
vision of this dissertation. In speaking of lHart-
mamm as a Christian in his age more information
is necesséry, for this subject is directly reclated
with the poett's didsctlce purposes, |

‘--a---—-_—--——-.—---———---.—--.——-

1. Prof ©nzle)y, Class notes.



2. As a'Christiap.‘

The yeabs 1049 and 1294 mark the end limits
of the seccnd era of_mediaévqlvchurch hisﬁorﬁ.

Tts beginning is marked by the rise!@ﬁpﬁiidebrand ;
and 1ts close by the elevation of Boniface VIII
to papal dﬁwnity. ‘.

"In this perlod the church and thn rapacy
ascend from the lowest state of ~ealmess and cor-
ruption to the highest power and influence over
the nations of Furope. It is the classical age of
T.atlin Christianity: the age of the papal theocracy,
aiming to control the German ﬁmpire and the king-
domg of France, Spain, and Tngland., It witnes: ed
the rise of the great mendicant ord&rs and the
religious'reviva;‘which followed. It Leheld the
flower of chivalry and the progress of the éfusa-
’des, with the heroic conquest and loss of the
Holy Land. It saw the foundation laid of the great
universitics of Bologna, Paris, oxford. It was
the age. of scholastic pgilosophy and theology,

and thelr gigantic efforts to c*olve all concei-
fmmmmm——— . —————————

-
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vable nroblems and by dialectical skill to prove
every article of falth." So docs Shaff briefly (1.
sum up‘tho‘tandcncies that broucght forth the poot
Hartmann snd the invironment in vwhich ho 1iveQ.
AL first Hartmann seems to have lkert immine

to the influence of religious fervor that prodo-
minated amongst his pQOple,‘for in hils youth ~nd
gyoungmenhood ho lived a worldly, or at leanst o
carefres 1life, NWevertheless, he joined the rolil-
siousg organization of knighthooa, vhlch wag moro
popular in that part of Europe than in any othor
rart. 3ut his real conversion came later, belng
caused by the death of his kind lord and disap-
pointed love. In his"Lied-r" he males the fol-
loiing confessclon:

swas froeuden mir von kinde wonte bi,

die sint versinset als es got gobots

mich hat beswaeret mines herren tot,

dar zuo so truebet mich. ein varnde leit:

mir hat ein wip genfide widerseit." (24
,Afﬁer thése‘experiences Tartmann'z wrlti-~e ashow
him to bé«a very devout adherent to the Catholic
47 o o o o o e - o o

1. ", Bech, "Der srme H-inrich", P. VII.
2, T. Dech, "Hertmann von “ue’, P. 25,11, 1-12 ff,



Church. e belleved in all its speciél teachiﬁgé
and superstitions. His heart was now'set only to
bncome worthy of Hea gk i
"Sit mich der tot beroubeu hat des herren , min
swie nu die werlt nach im geStat‘daz‘lsﬁe,ich
| ‘sing
der froeude min den‘besten‘teil hat ér da hin:

gchuefe ich nu der sele heil, daz waer nin sin.
‘ (1t

& vory offective way of rldding ogés self from
ain, ns fhe Catholic Church et that time neld,
wng to malie o journey to the Moly Tand and there
worship at the grave of Christ. This Eqrtmann dide.
Buﬁ onoébalf of the reward for the decd he asqri-;‘
bed to hla deceased lord, doubtlessl;, to 4ééelee
rate the latter's promotion‘ouﬁ‘of purzatory. (2.
™o pay money or t° preform special ﬁe?ds for the'
dend, in order that they might sooner be taken
from purgatory, qu@ysuperstiticus sets cormonly
spacticed in that time, \
Tn this connectién fits very well a discus-
sion about ms*ﬁywdomk e readsr of "Der arme
Meinrich"’ undoubtedly will psk vhy the chle's

1. P. Bech, Hartmann von Aue, P.25,11. 1- 12 £f.
o2, Thomas, Hist, of Ger. Lit., P. 62.



rifice is not viewed as sinful suicide elther
by the parents, ‘herre ‘*einrich", or by tho doc=-
tor at Salernb.‘lt vas not many cehturies ginco
the raging of the dreadful persecutlion once star-
ted by '"mperor Nero, and meny of its horrible
picﬁur@s were yob being rctained by oral tradition.
The reader -of Church History will find tha® not
only were Christians drag:ed to\fhe stake or
‘thvown,ihto the lien's deng, but also, thiat hov=-
’ing'become fanatic, thousands of men, women, ond
ch;lﬂpon deerising the present life endured variovs
deaths by voluntary deliverance into the porsc-
cuters handses They thought that thereby they
w011dg*rnat revards in heaven. Such acts had not
yet been forgotten in Hartmann's day. lioreover,
in his time,the time of the crusades, to dic in
any wéy‘for a feligious purposc was very pralsc-
woftﬁ§ and certain to bring eternal blessings.

If then it was noble to die by the persecu~

 toP*s hand, was it not more noble to die for a

- good lord? It rust be ¢o, for nethere do the ra-

rents raise any other objection than a selfiah

—,;.—-------uu—u——u-—num-a—n
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one. They ask the child not to leave them for they
dépend on her suprort in the days ofltheir 014 age.
flartmann, further, with his church belioved

in swearing and makiﬁg of vowsy aspecially when
renouncing the world. Thus he mentions it in ﬁis
legend as n yva;sewortﬁj dct. |

"3in horze hAte vorsworn

valach und alle toerperholl,

mnd behicll ouch vaste d-n eltb

steete 1wns an sin ende,” (L.
Taat one more belief that Hartmenn hold with

hie time nceds to be mentioned here., In linc €75
of "Mar arme Heinrich" he refers he-refers to St.
Mickl-us. An old "Sage" tells.thet °t. Hiclklsus

whon he wos in his infent childhood he was al-.

rondy porscgged by the Toly fpirit. Such mira-

culons stories were believed in Hartmenn's day.
. B (mo

Bt o e e o o o S e e G O e s O o B O 2

1. "Der arme Heinrich", 11. 50-53 ff.

2. “rof. TnglA, Class notes,
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Ce 3ynopsis of the poom "Der arme leinrich".

"Merre Heinrich", a rich and powerful.lord
of awq01a, is plctured as the pGPJGCt goentleman,
the cro'm of virtue, Tle does no one harm snd
rights the wrongad in every instance. "here is,
Vhowever, one bemptation to which he succumbs, Be=
inéfsafvwry good he raceives greab hbnor. ‘raise
secms becoming to him, and soon he becomes groody
for honer, ie conbinues in his good ways but doos
averything with selfish motives.

“llerpefieinrich” having become very proud,
od vislts upon him the disease of ]ourosy
punishﬁ@nt. "fleinrich d¢scqnuented nnd provoked

geinst #od seeks help at the most noted rhysiclans

'of Huropé; Yot none is pble even to glve him advice
until he comes to a doctor in Salerno in Italy,
This men %tells him that there is but onec cure for
him: he must Tind a virgin girl who is willing to
die for him, for only the blood from the hecart of
- such a maelden sprinkled upon him will make him

whole,

—'--—-.---—.——-.-——--—-nn---“..n-—...



The unfortunate knight at once realizes
that to find éuch a girl ié impossible. e goes
back home and glves éway 2ll his prépérty except
onc farm, ith ﬁhe tenant who lives on this farm
he makes his future home.

The tenant family ié.faitthI and true %0 him
80 that aerre Heinriéh" is well cared for. lg=
pecially devoted to him is one of the children,

a 1little sirl of elght years. She §lays about him,
sits at his feet vhen he speaks, and is at any
mom-nt ready to do him a favor. Their welabion
bocomes so intimate that he jestingly calls her
nis little "gemahle", '

Thus‘ho lives three years enjoying good cere
in the home of his servant, yet suffering greaf
agony nnd pain from his disease. Une day the
father and mothor and their 1ittle daughter siﬁ
s1fh their lord to enjoy a quiet talk. Being
mich moved with comrassion the father asks ”he:re
TMeinrich" whether or not none of the doctors whom
he has visited could give him relief., "Heinrich"
answering, tells his whole experience. He acknov-

ledzes that his leprosy is a punishment, for his

DT T T e e e R
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pride, and tells that 1n no other way c¢an he be

cured than by being sprinkled with the blond of

1

[}
gt

a virgin vho willingly dies for him,

13

o

ig littlo "gemahle" sits at his fect as he
tells of hiis sad 1ot.l$he is very much gricvoed
for her lord. At night while lying et the foot
end of her parents béd she awaliens her parcnts

with her mourning. They tell her that crying and

c]
()

welling

©

1s to no beneflt. She then is quiet dur-
ing the rest of the night; yet durlng the wholo

of the next day sne cannol leave from secrot

[N

grieving. “gain the secoad night she broaks ovt
in crying, and ageln ner parents are avaikencd.
By éhis time she has made up her mind that she
will be the one ©To die for her 1ord;wf1£h mch
philosorhlic argument she cohvinces‘hmr parents
that such an act would ve proper. -
Aftor very affectionate leave-taking "herre
Heinrich and the "suese”, as she is called, sot
oud toward Salerno. Having arrived there the doc-
tor tirries to persuade the maiden to give up her
intentions. “he is steadfast however, and calls

him a coward since he does not want to preform

3% e e e i w0 o 0 o o e o o o <
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the operation. He then 100&3 the door and binds
hor o the operating table. "Herre Heinrich,' who
1s in an adjoining room, hears the'docﬁor whet,
his knife{ this is too wuch for him, his hearﬁ‘

~ . B :
softens, and he beccmes willing to Dear his paine

B

. !

fie will not have the girls sacrifices He raps: at
ne door,but he does not receive admititonce into

the oporating room. Iie calls to the doctor and

e I )

“hes much difficulty te porsuade the doétbf to
loave off from the operation.

“he "svese" hereupon becomes anéry,~but it
is of no avall; she rust begin her joufney home-
ward with hor frisnd. On the way home the‘leprosy
leaves "herre Heinrieh', and he also becomes‘g
youns man again. Having arrived at home,amongst
many cheers of the loved ones herre Heinrich"

and his "suese’ are soon married.



D. Hartmann's Sources for “"riting "Der arme IHeinrich".

le¢e The RBible ®

’ ~Simiiérly os sin and its atoncment 1s mn‘
age old problem so also ié thoAconception an-
éientrthat 1epfosy is inflicted upon man as a
punishment for his sinning, and that leprosy may
be compared with sin. Thus of old the cure of
- leprosy vas thought to be necegsaarily similar to
- the cure of sin.

Since the Bible is thc oldest book which
Haptmamn had access to, which treats of sin,
atonement, and leprosy and its cure, ve ruat
turn to it to find vhat Hartmann has talen from
it.

The mosailc law stamped leper as sn cvil-
doer., It ordered his separation from socicty and
bade him do penance., It further provided that if
anyono should become healed from the disease, ho
should after being inspected and b ing pronounced

heal by the priest be sprinlled with the blood of

s,
AT v vae e 2 B e T - ——— — —— -~~~ -
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o bird which had been killed’in a stream of £10Vie
ing waters, |

Furth-rmore, bthe stofy‘of'Job,_as Hartmann
himself indioates, served as éeuroe;

"slse ouch Jobe geschach” - (1e

gob, as we well lmow, is the rich and poweriul
man tosted by God to pfbvc’whether or not he would
»omain true to the Lord when brought into troublél
After the tost his prosperliity and glory became
sroater then before the disasbore..

02 this story the malin alomentsrﬁéken into

“Per amre Heinrich" ave -~ tho sicknoss, the loss

of all his gonds, and the final reostoration.

" N » i
2, Anelicus and Amicus.

influences of two stories of’Latin origin
farther are dichrn{ble. These are "imelicus cnd
r-tena’ ond "Constantine snd Silvester” by name.
The first one is as folléwé; two children of dif‘

forant parentage, vet of equal age were one day

. - - -

To"her arme deinrich”, 11.127.
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brought to the Pore fer tapbtism. The Pope, because
whe boyg were ldentical in every respect, chris-
terned then Amicus and Amelicus and gave each boy

a beautiful goblet, the goblets being nlilies Afbor
this ineident the boys did not sce cach other until
they were grown, wvhen Amicus'! parents dled, Amicus
then came into dire poverty and so he set oub to
seelr his double, Amelicus. It chanced that just at
this time the latter also had gone to seck hie
friend Awicus., Thus they spent rmeh time in treying
to find quh other, Pinally they met in Paris and
with roncwed Iriendship became servents of {ing
Chearles. In course of time Amelicus fell in love with
the king's daughter snd then was grioved by on anta-
gonisﬁ{ flow Amicus desirous to help Amelicus proved
hiis true friendship to him. Though the king's daughe-
ter really loved him he pretended to e Ameclicus, as
he easily could, esnd fought a ducl With the anta=-
gonlst thereby winning the maiden for his Triond
Amelicus. In order to keep this act secret Amicus
had %o decelve his wife by sending Amelicus to take
| hig place in the home while he himself had gone to

e e e e o e e o 2 1 2 2 i o e 2 o e o



the king's court. “hen Amicus later revealed
this deception to his wife she was angered and
secretly poisoned him. The poisén did, however,
not k111 Amicus, but made him leprous instead"’
As a result he had to live Separate fron all
ﬁeople. After much painful and lonesome wan-
dering Amicus came to the court of his friend
Amelicus, where he begged at ﬁhe gate with many
other lepers. Still having the goblet once- re-
celved from the Pope, he was reéognizéd by Ame-
licus and admitted into his court. |

One night a voice from heaven toldvAmelicus
that Amicus knew a cure for his disease. Upon.
rmuch urging Amicus reluctantly told Amelicus that
if he could be spfinkled with the blood of Ameli~
cus! two little sons, he would become whole., Ame-
licus was much grieved; yet, after bethinking hime’
self of his friends former Sacrifice,.he went to
vhere the boys éiept and slew them. The same night
Amicus was healed by the application of the blood.
Later Amelicus went back to the voombof his mur-~

dered children and found them alive and hanpy.



A red scar was around thelr necks as proof of
their father's act. (1.
Similar clemonts of this story and'Dor Arme
Teinrich"arc casily detected. In both tho lord was
-
at first rich. In beth when having become lerlrous
bécause of wrongdoing the main charecter bLocomos
an oubcaste In both stories cure was Lo be wrought
through epplication of blood, ond in both as a re-

ward for submigsion the offering is rostored.

P

3. "Constantine snd St.. Silvester".

The Constafitine and St. Silvester story nay
be given thus: Constantinus, Emperor of Rome, was
an unbeliever and persecuted the Christians. One
night an angol appeared with a vessel in hand to
pour water upon him, Immediately Constantine be-
came leprous. All famous doctors were sunmoned to
the court, but none could cure the diseasc. Then

came wise men from Greece, who told him that 1f he
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would bathe himself in the blood of babeé he would
become wholoe. w., o ~"J; |

Upon receiving this advime Constantine ordered
that all children of his empire which were being’
nursed by their mothers should be brought éo Rorme.,
The parents of the chlldren, having beébme aware
of the Emperor's 1ntentians, began a very pitiful
lamentation, This softened Constantine's heart.

He reoturned the children to thcir parents; then
‘passed a decree that wﬁoSOever shoula ki1l a child
gshould suffer the death penalty."

Constantine's submlsslan sa pleased God that
Peter and Paul had to appear efoﬁﬁm in a vlsion to
‘tell him that he should sgnd for Pope Sllvester,
who would make him‘well. Silvester having'been |
brought to him told him that he nust agree to do
three things in order to become freed of his lep-.
rosy: he mist belleve 1n Christ he must let him—
self be baptised, and he must destroy all the idols
in his kingdom. This,Congfantine d1ld and so was
curcd of hig dlsease.

. 7is wife was much provoked, however, for she
e e e - ~



thought hé had been bewitched. A greatdispute a-
r0se. Finally Pope Silvester proved his integ-
rity and power by bringing a slain bull back_to
life. Aftor this all was well. - (L.
Again surming up the cormon elomeonts as com=-
rared with the epilc under consideration, we no-
tlice that loprosy was meted out as punlshment
for ein. The cure must come through application
of blood. Also here submission to the punishmont
brings health as a revard, and the sacrifice 1s

spared,

9
L Y T

1. ¥, Simrock, "Der arme Heinrich", P. 125,



The Didactic Eiement'in Hartmann's

"Der arme Heinrich"
”

A. The primary Lessons.

Groat men speak in simple words. ifvthis ﬁaxim
1s true in any case, iﬁ is true with Hartmann von |
Aue. Though he éells'his story with utmosﬁ‘simp~'
llcitys though he treats eveory incident infa’éalm,'
soothing manner; and though he draws no drastic
picturos; his thought is lofty, it is wonderful
and 1t is magnenimous, It includes'nbﬁhing'less
than the fate of humanity. How can the iwpure heart
“beocome pure? How can the guilty bocome freo of a
conderming consciencn? how can the sinner escape
denth? This is Hartmann‘s‘probiem. "Where in all
th e world is there a poetilc theme‘more nearly
akin to tho theme of Goethe's 'Iphivenie!?'ﬂhere,
except in ‘locthe's 'Iphigenie'; e hasvin-

. naﬁ recovery and purification been more tcudhingu
ly reprosented then in Hartmann's 'Poor Henry!?"

Theref~re let i iﬁmodianely be understood



that the cure of "herre ileinrich"d leprosy was
not Hartmann's primary theme. It wns but intendod
for a simple, yet clear picture of the proc-esses
of atonement for sin and the redemption of the’

sinner which the author wished to present in lito-

rary form.

l. Sin.

“hile readiﬁg Hartmann's worlts one notices
that in the outset he accepts that therc oxists
a basic law of right and 1ts opposite, wrong.
Fnrthérmore, he accepts that the law of right is
unchangeablo, and that if broken it will have
satisfattion, The ?enalty is most severe, for th e
wages of sin is death.

In addition he upholds the Biblical teach-

ing of an»evil power, which continually is at
work séducing man in every possible manner to

deviate from doing right - he belicves in tempta-
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fe emptation to %ina

1'. Choice of tho Picture.

Thus the poet casts about for anfapprqpriaté
picture, But he needs to put forth no painful ef-
fort-f&r.he is prompted by poétic inspiratione
The death of his lord ié uppermost in his mind,
In his Tabin books he has the stories "amelicus
end Amicus" and "Gonstantine . and St.Silvester";and -
the Biblg—story'ofﬁob‘he‘knows very well, Bﬁring
his sojourn to Palasbtine he has seen many a leper
at the wayside begging foP a coin or for a moréal
of food. He has seen ﬁim wither éWay,in his paing
he has seen him die at the roadsidé and heard the:
passersﬁy say, "This man has committhed great sins,
therefore God has desbroyed ‘him", Often the poet
has read in the 01d Testament about MNirlam, hoscs*:
sister,

 "and Miriam and Aaron spake agalnst loses

------ - and the anger of the Lord was

kindled against them°'-—-—-- and be-

oo o o e o e et > o G S e > W e S o i e S
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hold, ¢riqm bocame leprous, vhito as snow,"
(1.

Tvidently Hartgann pondered over thils his
knowledge and exﬁerience, and gradually the do-
sired plcture took form in his mind. Jolfram, his
‘cbntemparary,.speaks of him as being very thorough
| in his work. Truly,vwe shall £ind him so,

ﬁe will teach his lesson about sin and atono-
ment with a story of a Swablan lord, whom he calls
"herre‘Hqinrich". Several very desirable points
does he make by choosing such a person as main
character. O the one hand, Hartmann is a Swablan
h*méelf; hence, he lmows the Swabian life and cuse
toms minutoly. Ie has not alwrays chosen charactoers
so familiar to hims In "Erec" and "Iwein" he speaks
of the Celtic Iknights of King.Arthur's Round Table.
our pbem "1g the only one of Hartmann's works based
on German tradition”, He scems in this case So ani-
mated with his subject that he must choose a hero
f?om_out his owm reople in order té produce the
picture most clearly. On the other hand, his mes=
1sage is intended for the Swablans. Therefore no

story about'any other hero than a Swabian would
ST T T=rETTTTTT



be more welcome to his audlence. It st be a
story of one of hiaddwn counbrymen, Such an‘éne
ls the most offective character. |
Furthermore, the hero is tokbe a lord, not
a common mane. Again ﬁhe poet, consoiously OT un-
conscinusly,;chooses to hils advantage. Hartméhn7
hns had a lord himself, whom he dearly loved, and
£o whom he wos sincerely devoted. of this'affection
he thinksvas he now wrlites. It ié easily‘tranéfer~
red from the real lord to this_imaginary characters.
n considering Hartﬁann's generatioﬁ the cholce
is to further advantage in'ﬁﬁat court poetry waé
at that time highly in vogue, Conmon folk%ierew
rarely written about for they wéré despised and
scoffed at by the éducatod classes, A lord as
hero then is of immediate importahce to assure the
epic popularity. Yet Hartﬁann does not fofget the
lowly cless; he encludes them and gives them a
prominent part as we wiil later find., Hartmann
is not partial, he speaks to’ail his peapiea
Mot only does the writer choose a popular‘f”»

hero, but also a good one,for whom the affection
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~which he himself fosters, immedlately becomes
catching to the reader,

"Er las ditze maere,

wie ein herre waere

ze 8waben gesezzen (1.

esessessennacces

er‘was ein bluome der jugzent

der werlte frooude ein spiegelglas (2.

er was huebesch und da zuo rich." (3.

Ifkthevreader of today is fascinated by such

a description,:certainly then Hartmann's folk was
interosted in this lord, who was perfect in vir-
/tue; whose noble 1ife was of greater worth than
his claim to high lineage, when lineage counted
so‘very mﬁch. As already stated in the introduc-~
tion, knighthood was highly venerated by the Swa-
bians. Therefore, a man who had sworn the vows of
Inighthood
| ("sIn herze hate versworen

valsh und ailo Ytoerperheit,

und behielt ouch vaste den cit

"Der arne Heinrich", 11. 29-31 ff.

3
1.
23 "Dor arme Heinrich", 11l. 69-71 ff,
3. "Der arme Heinrich", 11. 74.



stacte uns an sin ende.") (1.
as hero of a stofy causedn1mmediatevinterest for
the story. After such a fascinating inﬁroductién
of tho main character, whereby having‘won the
roader's affectionate'attention, Hartmann'pro«
coeds to show the proecess of teﬁptation and yield-

ing to sin,

21, The yielding to Temptation.

"Merre Helnrich" 1s = well fortified Christian
goldler for the right., In one respect only is he
opon to attack. Tt 1s his inclination to strive
after worldly honor and glory ~‘£o become proud.

"im was der rehbe wunsch gegeben

ze werltlichen Sren". | | (2.
"hen he thinks himself strongest, little by lit—
tle sin takes hold of him, step by.step he is
yielding to temptation. It is sald that sin first
intoxicates. Puly, it scems so hore. Everybody
1ookSIUp to him as the‘ideal of knighthood gnd

1. "Der arme einrich", 11..50-53 ff.
2, "Der arme Heinrich", 11.56-57 ff.



of chivalry. In this glorious state happens to
"herre Heinrich" vhat Schiller later said.
"Allesin der Telt kann der Mensch ertragen

Nur nicht eine lange Reihe von guten Tagen".
. (1.

Praise and honor semm appetiziﬁg to him, and
how eesy it 1s to draw praise by seemingly good
wajs. Hobody can noﬁice his motives. He just con-
tinues to do good and even improves hls outward
WayS.

| “pie (Bren) lunde er wol goméren
rit aller hande reiner tdéont". (2,
Thus gradually he becomes selfish. Not eny more:
for loves sake does ho right thd wronged, but for
ovm glory salke. The praise which he should ren-
der to God he keeps for- -himself.

Let us now becomé perfectly clear In know=-
ing what "herre Heinriéh"'s sin was. In lines 14
- and 15 Hartﬁann says that he himself strives to
win the admiration of his friends.

"Und 48 mite er sich moehte

gelieben den liuten',. (3.

T o o e o e e g = e = e e o

1. "Der arme Heinrich? 11. 57-58 ff.
2, "Der arme Heinrieh",11 , 14-15 ff.
3. F. Schiller, Wihl, Tell.



At £irst sight 1t may seem that ho 13“‘indulging
in the same practiée which he 1s abpuﬁ td rebuite
"herre Heinrich"for. With Q little bloser study,
however, one notices that he wishes %o win ﬁheif'"
love instead of their praise as "h@‘re Heinrich".
does. : |

"Im was der rehte wunsch gegeﬁenk

zo werltlichen ®ren". o | (1.

One must‘admit that there exists a remarkable |
difference between a person‘who strives for love
nnd one who strives for honor. The fcrmer deSires
to be loﬁed himself, and naturally he loves others.
Tove is purc and good; thereforg, one who striveé
for love must be pure ét heart, On the othef’hand,
One who strives after selfaggranﬁizement ganhot'f4
have love in him, since he does not’wish to shérae"
with others. He does not aim to serve ény one ex—;
cept to reap greater géin for himself. He is self-
centered and heartless. |

"hat a vivid and striking picture flartmann

draws of such a person as tho apostle Paul speaks of,

*n----un- B e - o s s > S " - o - - o - -

1. "Der arme Hoinrich", 11. 56-57 ff.
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"Though I speak with the tongues
of men and of angels, and have
not charity, I am become as a sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal,”‘otc. (1.
"Horre Heinrich is very successful in de=-
ceiving his friends. They do not roalize his con-
ceitiedness uncil after three or more years whon
he confesses to them. Hls confession of that time
seems somewvhat hyperbolic, neveritheless it tells
that he was guilty.
"Ich han disen schemellchen spot
vil wnl gedienet umbe got;
wan du sache hie vor
daz hoh offen stuont min tor
nach werltlicher wuennc (2.
essossescrscssunsscens
do nam ich sin vil kleine var
der mir daz selbe vunschleben
Ton sfnenvgnﬁden hete gegeben,
Daz herze mir do alsd stuont
als alle welt#ren tuont,

‘*~—--—-‘——--——I-—~-‘-—-.-bl-----

1. 1. Cor., 13, 1.
2, "der arme Heinrich", 11. 382-387 ff,
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.deh das saget ir muot

daz siu aro unde’guOt -

ane goﬁ miegen hane

sus troug ouch mich min tumbcr wan,‘

wan ich in luetsel ane sach

von des genaden mir geschach

vil eren undn guot@s. Lo (1.
These, his motives belng unlmown to his felaowman,f'
he does not realize‘that his ains willkfind-hxm

out, and :
) -
- "daz wir in dem tode sweben

25 wir aller beste waenen leben,”  '(2.‘
Yet tﬁ pleaéu of'this world‘iq bu-t tém -
poral, and punishment is near ot hand‘ This fact
Hartmann wishes his readers clearly to underqtqnd*
for he halts in the'telling‘of his story to drive
home the thought. | | |
" pirre werlte veste,
Sdp staete, undo ir;béste;
unde 1r groeste magonkraft,:
diu stat ane ﬁaisﬁerédhaft.
Des rmuge wir an der kerzen sehen

D - P T N G W B D B e S S P S Y PO R N B e G S o

. "Dor arme Heinrich', 11. 392-403 £f,
‘ .
* "Dor arme Helnric eh", 11, 94~95
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einkuﬁfes bilde seschehen.

déz si z>iner aschen wirt

onmitten do sl lieht birt.

wir sin von broeden sachen

nid sehent wie unser lachen

mit weinen erlischet.

unser sueeze ist vermischet

mlt bitterre gallen.

ungser bluome der muoz vallen

80 er allergruenest wacnet sin.

an horn Heinvich¢wart wol schin

der in'dem hoelisten werde

lobet Uf dirre erde,

derst der vorsmachete vor gotee.

er viel von sime geboto

ab siner besten werdekell

in ein versmaechelichez leit:

in ergreif diu miselsuht.” (1.

Remarkable wisdom is showvm by the author

in’choosing'this particular sin - pride - into
which he permitted "herre Heinrich" to indulge.
Hnd ne presented n very outstending sin such as

1. "Der arme Hoinrich®, 1l. 97-119 ff.
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ruthlensness, mirder or} pen bléﬂyhemg againat
God, he had hardly held his reader’é att@ntion.’
The lesson Would have been tbokevidénﬁ.”Peoz1 a
not care to listen to or read uhat they aﬁready
know, Degides this, hisg peoml ere very ralﬁbioas
who abhorred such radical sing. vet ho di ﬂ nodb
choose an uncormon sin., Hai,mann seems to have been
am excellent student of his time, Aniact ho was
aomevhat of e prophet, He 9911 od that the p@Ople
of hia ogze were very %cligloum, that %hev upheld
righteousnoss and protected the wesl, but he also‘
notiecad thet they were not irmwmne to one pavticﬁ-
loy temptation, which was the ﬁendehcy to become
proud. Pride later vas one cause of the downfall

of the Mediaeval Church,

b, The Hature of Sin.

ilere then ls "herve HelLrlcn fallen in the
temptation that is most threabtening to Hertmann's
poorle, Tis sin is yet unlmown to everybody butb

himself. 5%111, vhether kept secrot or not, sin

-ﬁ--—a—.—--—-—-‘-u-—ﬁu - — o 045 Gne
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hds its effects, and Hortmannts problem is how

best to show that the wages of sin is death; how

- can he draw the plcture of sin itself, Fow stronily
the analogy of leprosy in its effecfs to thet of
ain may have been suggested to him has been ro-
ferred to on a previous page. However, lobt us hore
examine in how far and in vhat regpects he draws

the analogye.

1', It is Unconcealable.

In the first place he tells us that sin 1like
leprosy is unconcealable, |

"D man dle swaeren gotes zuht

‘geseh an sinem 1libe," (1.

Though "herre Heinrich" is able to hide his par-
ticular sin until hé later confesses it, people
now kndw that he is sinful. It is true, the author
 doés not let "herre Heinrich" 's friends expressly
accusg him of sin, But, why should he? He is now
letting leprosy take the plece of sin, so if "Herre

S i . - P S I GV B b W S

1. "Der arme Heinrich" 1i. 1i20-121. £f
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Heinrich" 's 1eprosy is kmovm and GVerybbdy avolds
him,

"das in miemen gerné?an sach* , ' (1.
1s it not as much as to say that his sin is Inown?
For to the people of that time leprosy ﬁwav'unmit-
telbar von Gott verhasengt als Strafe fuer schwere
Suende." | = o -

Soon the neonle are O gee wmore proﬁf of

"herve Heinrich" !s sinfulnoss.;It is at this time
tnat he boging ivlly to reelize that he camnot con-
tinno in hiles ways, that hc is opposing the law of
right.
Timd do dor arme Helnrich

1rgst verstuont sich
das er der werlte widerstuont,
als olle sine gelichen tuont,™ (5.
However, instoad of eonforming'he'becomes dissatis-
fied, He will not ss Job, who was pure at hea?t, take
upon himgelf whuu God metes out %o him, He becomes
sorrowful and unhapny that‘he st give up his pride.

'sin hochvart moste vallen,” 4.
and continues to long for it.
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1. "Der arme Heinrich" 11 127.

€. Dr, Toischer, "Haritmarn's Der Arme Heinrzch“ P,191.
3. "Der arme Heinrich " 11 133-137 ff. _

4, "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 151,
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"er sente sich vil sere
das er SO manege ere
hinder im rmeste lazen". (1.
. And things beceme worse untll he quarrels with
God and curses the day in which he was born.
| "verflouchet und vérwazen

wart vil ofte der tac

da sin geburt ane lac.” (2.
flo reader 6f'"Der arme Heinrich" can avoid noticing
how cleafly Hartmann shows that " sin will out",
and that noﬁody, however good he pretends to be, can
conceal his secret sins, He will show 1t as 1t woro
with a leprous skin at first and then by sinmning

openly.

21, It is incurable.

Another characteristic of the nature of sin is
given. Sin, like leprosy, is incurable. This Hartmann
teaches by,letting“herre Heinrich"make a long, weari-
some journey to the best physicians of his time. How

%-u-----——----—--—--—-——--—-u--.—--o----n-—-

1. "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 156~=159 ff.
2, "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 160-162 ff,
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hard he tries to get rid of the disease! He offers
to pay the ‘doct"or well for the cures |
"arumbe untroestent ir mich?
Ja han ich guotes wol die kraft:
ir enwellent iuwer méiéterschafﬁ g
und iuwer recht ouch brechen
und ddp Zuo ver‘spfechen
boldem min silber und min golt,
ich mache fuch mir alsd holt,
daz ip miéh harte‘ gorne emer‘t“,‘ .(vl. ~
St111 the doctor mst admit he has no cure for him, :
The law of right is unchangeable and if broken it
demands full reparationi.ﬂ Sinc@ man éénnot Mdo vhat
he has done he rmst die in his sins and becanse of
his sins, which "herré Heinrich" 1&_‘093 expresses.
"sot hat durch rache an‘mich’ gelelit |
ein sus gewante siechelt S T
die n‘iemen( mag erloeSon,
van da mite Zch sollte
miner suchte genesen,
daz rmieeste ein solhiu sache wesen

e ot - O G o e s e e - b T . . e G e o

1. "Der orme Heinrich", 11. 206-213 ff.
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die in der werltc nicman

mit nihte gewvinnen kan.," (L.
"hat Harbtmann here means to say is that a man
cannot pull himself out of the mlre by his omn
bootstrapse. He needs a helping hand, and wvhat
" this helping hand is he proceeds to oxplain. Howe
ever at this point let us, with the author, con-
clude ﬁhat sin is both unconcealable dnd incurablo

by o,

c.v The Result of 9ine.

1!, lalkes its Victim Repulsivo,

Tven more persuasive than the explanation
of the naturc of sin is Hartmann's exposition on
the result of sin. The first thought here, which
he is also very quick to bear out 1s: the dilsease
of sin makes its victim repulsive for it 1s as
£ilthy aé'leprosy;

"da man dic swaeren gotes zuht

SOt e e o e B o B > o S o T T S Sty b D -

1. "Der arme Heinrich", 11.409-411, 440-444 ff,
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manne und ﬁibe
wart er do widersaeme" : (1,
However good one may have beeh in the’paSt éﬁd
what ever honors one may have‘reabed, ﬁhén Qnée,
infected with>siq; then ail previous virtuéskare
forgotfegwand one is in the same measufe iéwérea 
as before raised. | j |
"ng sehenﬁywio gehaemé
,‘efvé der werlte waere,
und wart ni also unmeere
~daz in niémen gerne an sach" | \ (2;k
~This thoughtkof réﬁuisivenéss fhe authof‘cer;
tninly could have brdught out more fdréefullyo
A probablg reason why he did not will be préé'
sonted later. Rather than‘to:describe‘"herre
Heinrich''s situatioﬁ he refers tb-Job td wham;;-
ho 1ilkens the former. | .
"alse ouch Jobe geschach
dem edeln und demkrichen,
dor ouch vil jaémefiichen
dem miste wart ze teilé" - ~;, (3.
ST ST N |
1. "Der arme Heinrich", 11. 120- 123 ff,

2, "Der arme Heinrich", 11. 124~ 127 ff.
3., "Der arme HWeinrich", 11, 128~ 121 ff,
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2!, Sin lVakes Its Victim an Outcast.

- %hat ever is repulsive 1is avolded, 1is put
aside. Thus the sccond thought is that sin malkes
of its victim an 6utcast. This result of his
wrong-doing, "herre Tleinrich" must suffer very
bitterly.’The~linos quoted above already indicate
this fact. |

"daz in niocmen Zerne an sach"- (1.
"hen people gome near him who has before seomed
so wvholesome they turn from him. After his return
from 3alerno, although he has divided all his
~ riches amoﬁgst,his former servants and friends,
they all forsake him, Tven the wicked slander him
and put shame on him,

"nfi versmachent mich die boesen', (2
Only one of his renters is merciful and takes him
into his home, but also there he 1s being avolded,
A1l the children except one little girl remain as
far from him as gocd manners will allow.

"Die andern heten den sin
’:{T"??B;{Z;;ZEQI;ZEZQFZ‘ii. 127,

2. "Der arme Heinrich", 11. 411.



daz si ze rehter maze in‘
- ol geﬁfden lunden: " ‘ ; (i,
Tlow lonosome and utterly forsaken "herre Heinrich"
appears! He knows that everybody avoidé him. It
discourages him so that he flees from chieﬁy.
Certainly here is a lesson Whi0h~Hartmann wishes
to teach. The wrong-doer becomes obnoxious to
sociéty, thercfore he is cast out. "Herre Heinrich"
1s 2 man fallen fﬁom grace after having once ac-
cepted of it; he &s a back-slider, who is néh even
welcome among therungodly group. Hartmann says
in the words of "herre Heinrich", = |
"I'u versmaehent mich die boesen,
die biderben rouchent min nicht.
swie,poesc;qn ist der michAgesiht,
des boesermuoz ich daﬁnoch sin

sin onwert tuot er mit schin.” (1.

31, 8in Causes Certain Death.

The most severe result of sin is that it
e G RS Gy D S D BED B S T U SHE Gun e By D B S Y M S S S E

1. #Der arme “einrich"”, 11, 411-415 ff.
2. "Der arme Heinrich", 11 315-318 ff.-



entnills inevitable death, Though the author does
not say this in so many words the thought 1is

very apparent. T.eprosy today, in most cascs, is
incurable, and so leads %7 an early grave. In
ﬁartmann's day an atitack of the disease always
‘proved fatal, leaving ofcoursc out of account -
the sage of th~ blood cure. The lepor was elready
in his lifetime iegamed as a dead porson;for not
only was he segrogated from society, but also im-
pediately glven up to death. le was taken into

the church, vhere he Wras giveh a separate secat,

in which place the priest read a "Toteonmesse" to
him; thus preaching to him his funeral sermon (1.
while he would sit to listen. The 014 Testament
also speaks af a leprous personvas beingyliko
unto death. Hoses prayed for Eiriam, "Let her not
be as one dead"., These being'the current views (2.
about the leper, and-since Hartmann compared sin
to leprosy he doubtkessly.means to say that it
leads to death, infact that death begins its gnave
ing as soon as sin is taken into the bosom of a

person. " -=-- for in the day thou eatest thereof

Y
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1. Dr. ”01scbor, Hartmannts Der arme ﬂelnrlch Pe 193
2.,jgatcronony s 14e
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thou shall surely die”. Adam, in the day he did
ont, did- ofcourﬁo not die in the usual sensé of
the word, but he bocame corruptable for he be~g
came dlsconnected from the aource of life, and

1t was a comparatively short time only until his
‘storo of stpéngth was exhauéted. How better cbuld
Hertmann 11lustrabe such o condition than by a
person stricken with the disease cof leprosy? The
pilcture is clear, |

.!;1

anore teleing vp the noxt inl sion of his
discusqion let us shortlv review what Hart smann
teaches about the nature and result of sin. Sin

in its nature, like 1eprosy,'is unconcealable, aha
1t is incurnble by man., Its fesult ﬁrings,upon the

vietim repulsiveness and makes him an outcast.

Finnlly sin causes death.
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2+ Atoncment,
8. Hartmann's Gonception of Atonoment.

1. Bj the Pure for the Impurc,

Hartmann struck upon a very gaood plcture Iin-
doed when he thought of showing the process of
simming, of seelting atonement, and finding 1t
tﬁrough the story of "herre Heinrich". The discaso
wofks slowly,‘hence the author has ample tlme to
show distinctly all the npsychological changes that
make sthe sinner receptive to redemptlon. Of these
we will  gpesk aft&r having consldered the rodeccmer,

The first quallity of the redecmor, as Harte
mann would have him is purlity. He lays much stress
upon this characteristic and thus mentions it ro-
peatedly.

"g1 hete gar ir gemuete
mlt reiner lrindes guete
an ir herrcn geﬁant

Daz er drm Vaber hete gesaget,
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deg erhorte cuch die,r&iné’ﬁégt

'Qt..t....c‘n‘.--..‘v :

ouch hat mi¢h~werlt1§dh‘gelust

uns hor noch nicht berueret,

der hin zer helle fueret.

Nu will ich gote genﬁ@e‘sagen

daz er in‘min@n jungen tagen

mir die sinne hat gegeben

daz ich uf diz broede leben

achte harte kleine.

ich will mich alsus reine

antvmerton in gotes gewalt,

Q..QU..’..'OO’.‘.C.DO....

‘des froute sich die feine maget.

ceveevsevressansentunae

sus sprach er zﬁo der guoter

® 00 9O POIVAPOBOAOIDEIERIE

wan daz in sénftent ir not

diu réiné gotes guéte,

von der doch daz germete

ouch dem jungen kinde quan

daz ez don tOt gerne nam. (1.
e o o e o o e e

1. "Der arme Ueinrich", 11.321-324, 459-460,
690-699, 203, 971, 1036~1040.
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Hartmann, however, was not the originator of the
idea that leprosy aﬁd even sin could be cured by
sacrifice of the pure for the Ilmpure., Anclent
tales already bear out the thought that purity
heals. "Alles Reine hat nach der 8age ﬁeilonde
Kraft:s zunacchst geheiligtes oder geweihtes “ag-
ger, das Bad im Jordan, dem gehéiligten Fluss (im
Christentum die Taufe), oder im Jungbrunnen, wo=-
nit die Sage vom hellenden Lebenswasser zusammen-
haengts; ferner der reine vom lNimmel gerallenc Thaug
der Athem und die Lebenswaerme frischer Jug end,
wodurch abgelebten Jahre gzuwachsen, endlich das
blosse Beruschren eines heiligen Gegenstandes, da-
her das Handauflegen, und so welter". Since (2.
Hartmann emphagizes the redeemer's characteristic
of purity so‘strongly it is clear that he did not
by chance tale 1t into his 1egoné, but that he
with sincerity believed in the atonement of sin
by a sacrifice of a pure nnd stainless offering,
and that he meant to teach this bolief to others.
Leprosy, of old was regarded as the greatest
bodilv uncleanness that could beset a nperson, (2.

S o 0 o o S o o S G . S -ty > - .

1. X. Simrock, Der arme Heinrich des Hartmann
von ‘ue, P. 173,
2. Dr. Toischer, Hartmanns Der armc Helnrich, P.193.
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being inflicted because of uncleahness of soul.}
On the other hand the greatest pufity appears in
the nature of an innocent child. |
"Then went he down, and dipped himself
seven times in Jorden,(éccording to the
saying of the man of Gods and his flesh
came ageln like untb the flesh of a
11ttle child, and he was clean.”" (1Q
Just such a child Hartmenn chooses that he may |
most clearly show that the redeemer of sin‘must
be pure and must not at any time have faiien Into
the same helpless condition from Whidh’he wishes

to release others,

2', By the whole for the
Afflicted.

The thoughﬁ of sacrificing the whole for the
afflicted is closely akin to the thought of sacri-
fieing the pure for the impure, It really only sup~-
ports the latter idesz, for Vholﬁness of body is taken

v"- —————————————————— T 4 - P iy S G e T O O -

1. 2. Kings 5, 14
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as symbolical of spiritual wholeness. The author
therefore refers to it'onlyAa fow timcs in saying
that the mald should be a viegine.
"Ir miecssent haben eine maget
dle vollen &rbaere
una ouch des willen waere
dniz sie den 6t dureh iuch 1libe (1
Secessssscsecccscrsacssessesone
wan ich rmeste haben eine maget
die vollen manbacre
1é& ouch des willén vaere
dasz si den tot durch mich lite. (2.
Wholéness of body has always becn consldered
as symbolic of an unafflicted condition of tho soul.
It représents the fullness of nabtural strength thet
has ncver been overcoues. Also here, the author moans
tc say_tﬁat the fodeemer of sin rmst be in his full
prime, untouched by the world and the strength-
robbing effects of sin, One who himself succumbs to

the evil power cannot release others from its clutches,

o o e o e e e e )
1. "Der arme Heinrich" 11, £24-228 ff.
2, "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 445250 £f.,
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3's By the Willing Sacrificer,

Nelther the "Amelicus and Amicus" nor the
"Sancte Silvester Tag" 1egénd demanded a willing ,
sacrificer. In fhe former 1t ﬁasknecesséry ﬁhat«;;
the father offer the children willingly, but the
chlldren themselves were too young to harbor sudh‘
a desire, To Hartmanh the redeemer’s‘love geeng |
‘esnential. Wot only must he love the fallen who
.1s to be saved, he must be universaliy loving.
He mpst be love personified., Hence thé'teﬁant's
‘daughter is introduced as a chilld,
"das kunde‘wol gebaren
80 rehte gueﬁlichen" ‘ ‘ (1.
and 1s called the "suese" - the loving and lovable.
She is alwpys with"Herre Heinrich serving end
entertaining him in her innocent éhildlike WaYe -
"das kind sitzt zu seinen IFuessen, als er den Eltern
seine traurige Geschichte erzaehli und miﬁ aem;,,
Bericht von dem,niederschmetternden AusspruCh des
Arztes in Salerno endet, dor ihm jede weitere Leben-

1. "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 303=-305 ff.
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‘Thoffnung génommen habes~ denn welches laedchen werde
unt seinetwillen ihr Herzblut lassen wolleonl Da horcht
das Kind auf, die Worte kormen ihr nicht aus dem
Sinm, bis sic nachts mit den Fltern zu Bott geht. Und
els sie nun auf ihrem Lager liegt (dem Fugsendo des
elterlichen ihebettes), da kann éie den Schlaf nicht
finden, sie seufzt und secufzt, und boglesst dio
Fuesse der schlafenden Eltern mit ihfer Augen Rogen.
Die Eltern erwachend, verweisen sio zur Ruhe: wag
helfe das Klagen? Nuetzen koonnten sie dem armen
Herrn ja doch nicht., So schweigt das Kind denn, aboer
die ganze liacht 1ieg£ves traurig da, uind den ganzen
folgenden Tag hat ea keinen anderon Gedanlten, uwnd
in der folgenden Nacht welnt es wieder," By prolonging (1
the maild’s grieving Hertmann shows that she really
| loves 'herre Heinrich," Horimann wants a‘redecmer
vho is wnwavering in his love. In thié intensity of
1ové he must come to the conclusion of meking the
sacrifice as did this 1i%tle child. The conclusion
rmst grow out of the deﬁotion to the helpless. "ebis
ihr ploétzlich die ILrleuchtung kormt: lch rmss fuer
ihn sterben, ich bin bestimmt ihn zu rettoni" (2

%-—an----——n-—u—-----——--—n—---——---———

‘1. Kuno Frarke, Hist. of Ger. Lite
2. Kuno Franke, Hist. of Ger. Lit.
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In ordor bo pevsuade the parvents to the effect
that they allQW'hér, her desire, Haritmann lets her
argue the popular superstlition of his time, that it
is an act of martyrdom for which éreat richos are to
be gained., It will make héaven sure toc her, These
same arguments she also uses to refute the doctor's
dlssuasion, But back of 1t 211 the reader clearly |
foels she is prompted by her love for him, Tolscher
givos a very good analysis of this point. " Je leiden~
schaftlicher das laedchen sein Verlangen von dleser
Erde fortnach dem Himmel ausspricht, desto deutlicher
aschinmert hindurch, dass dieses Verlangen doch nicht
dor erste undAeigentliche Mnstoss elnes Entschlusses
geweson sei, dass sie den'ersﬁon'BGWQggrund nur vor
sich selbst verbefigen, dass sie nicht bloss die
Eltern,'éondern gewissermassen sich selbst mit ueber-
reden wili: der erste und natuerliche Anstoss zu
ihror That 1st ihre Liebe zu dem, der sie ja Gemahele,
geine Braut nennt, Dieser lilschung der Beweggruende
willen ist das HMaedehen auch auf eine mittelstufe
des Alters gegsetzst, sie ist sowohl Kint als maget;

als kind verlangy sle schweermerisch nach dem Himmel,

&’-‘......_.--.-----..-.-.--——..——----.-—.m-...——---..an
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als maget nach irdischer Liebe." Love is the (1.
third and last characteristic Hartmann requires

of' his redecmer,

4t, By Life TFor Life.

Hartmann was more:or less original in his
presentation of a 1ovihg redeemer; moreover, in
the thought Qf sacrificing 1life for 1ife he shared
the opinion with contemporary and succeeding poots.
'it was the common religious belief. Blood, os-
peclally the blood of a human being, is Imovn as
a cufe of leprosy as long as the disease 1tself
is lmown. It was also used to cure other diseases
- which could not otherwise be cured. The Romans
drank the warm blood of dying gladiators. J. Grimm
in his mythology points out that even in Germany
a kihg bathed himself in the blood of babes to
heal himself of discase.

In how far Hartwamm believed in blood as a
cure for leproéy we can hardly judge. He was not
;ere primarily concerned about the cure of leprosy.

T SR I B G S S W D B e S S T Su S S S Y > B - o o o

1. Dr. Toischer, Hartmanns Der arme leinrich, P.214.
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fo vhere do we find that his lord had been at- -
tacked by the disease, which would have direct-
cd his special attention to the cure of leprosy.”
“ether or not he believed in it, the idea was mo-t
helpful to teach his lesson about the atonement
for sin, and since the general pubiic believed
in the blood cure it was the mbre practical. The
lines in which he refers to the cure are the fol-
lowing spoken by the docter. |

"Tr muessent haben eine maget

die ~===- des willen waere

daz.s{é.den tot durch iuch 1ite." (1.
The samo words are later repeated by "herre
Heinrich

"wan ich mueste haben eine magot

die vollen manbaere

und ouch des willen waere

daz §1 den ot durch mich 1ite

und man si zuo dem horzen snite,

und mir waere nicht anders guot

wen von ir herzen das bluot." (2
These statemeonts are so clear that they need no

e e o - S - o > S WD G e B . s Gon R G Bes G s G S o S ook Sy S a0

1. "Der arme Heinrich" 11 224-226 ff.
2, " Der arme Helnrich“ 11 246-253 £f,
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comnent, Every reader must undorstand that Hart-
menn says there is no other way for man to rid
himself‘of his own sin. He represents the views
of the leading theologlans of hils day. Through
disobedience man has severed his relationship
with God and cammot establish it again., Bo-
cause he has become flilthy, God, who 1s puro by
nature and Ly choice, i1f he would be true to
himself, rmst look away from maen. Howevor, if
anybody who 1ls pure and in harmony‘with God, will
talie upon himself the penalty of the sinner and
will bestow upon him his own righteousness, then
also, if God would remain true té himself, he
rmist again accept of the sinner and pronounce him
clean, That is exaptly what shall happen hero.
"Hérre Heinrich" is doomed to die. The "suese",
however, who is pure in every way, proposes to dle
for him. The blood of her heart, the purest of the
pure of her shall be transferred upon "herre
Heinrich,"

- And yet what does happen? Though Hartmann-

makes it very clear that there is no Help for the

‘3"&'—-.-------nu--—-.--.o---—-u---u—---——nn--
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sinner except by the proper redeeming}actbhe lets
"herre Heinrich" become well end whole without the
child's death, Some readers of"Def arme Heinrich"
are persuaded to thinlk that Hartmann does not take
1t so serlous in atonement for sin, In fact sdme‘
understand that ngtmann‘does,not re@uire atonement
at all. They understand him to‘m@an that 1t depends
upon"herre Heinrigh" only to acknoﬁledgé his wrong-
doing and to come into the right aﬁtiﬁude toward |
God. Kuno Fraﬁ%e says "Aeusserlich scheint éie
(Gesundung) allerdings die‘Folge von der Opfer-
willigkelt des Maedchens zu.sein, in Wahrholt aber
ist sle die Tolge seiner‘innern Umwaﬁdlung~f~~. |
Blshor hat er sich gegen Gottes Ratschluss ver-
haerted, er hat seine Heimsuchung als ein tiefes
Unrecht gefuehlt, selbst dle reine Guete'des
lieblichen Maedchens hat seinen Simm nicht ggﬁf
aendert, Jotzt kommt es nun auf einmal ueberiihn:
was bin ich, dass ich Gottes Willen zu trotzen
wage! Er vergisst sein eigenes Leld ueber der An-
teilnahme an einem Andern Wesen; er ist innerlich

gesundet." (1.

I e n w00 o o " s s i e S > . = G o > o o b o -

1. Kuno Fraﬁie, Hist. of Ger. ﬁib. P. 205.



Be Hartmamnn's Proeosentation Compared
with the Presentatliors of other Poots,.

For the sake of the reader who may not have
the plot of the éelecticns‘to be considered well
in mind, o synopsis will first bo pilven. Further-
more, in order to comparc the productions felrly
it will be necessary to consider the motlveting
Pactors vhich inspired the authors to treabt tho

subject of nbonemont,

1' Goethes Presentation in "Iphigenie".

Goethe found the antique subjectmatte? of

"Iphigenle"” in Furipide's "Iphigenie of Tauris",

An investigation of the change and evolution this
story underwent in the hands of the German author
would be prefiteble for proving Géethes' exact mes-
sage in it. Howover, that woﬁld be going astray
from the sﬁbject of this di°sertation. Thus let it
sufllce to sav that Goethe dvd make changes and

What follows is Goethe's vnrsion of the story.

- —---..—.-.——--_--.———-———--.—-——
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Iphigenia, daughter of Agamemnon and Klytaem~~
‘nestra, havin& been saved from death on Lhe altar,

resides in Tauris. She has been snatched from the

altar by tho Goddess Diana and carried to her templeg; w ’ |

at Tauris, where she now has already resided many .

years, serving as priestese in the temple of the @ﬂi i: w

great goddess, ‘ | S T vv»;~
Before Iphigenia came ﬁoiTauris it waékthe -

practice of Thoas, the barbarian king of the city;'

to kill every stranger who cane within the city’s

gates. Through the influence of Inhigenia's mild.

and loving character this,cuutom.had been removed.‘

' The king is a widoﬁér,,and his‘sons,hévihg“ 
bern slain in war, his sﬁbjects mﬁét be‘foréod td"f
,submission for they fear no heir to’ the throne.": ;
Thoas falls in love with the priestess Iphigenia Q,‘k 

end prOposing to her complains abcut his ChildIGSS‘W' ”“

situation, She rejects fhe pronosal with the excuse
that she is of a foreign people and is an unknown v

: person who may be unworﬁhy of ths honor of being i;
~Lhe king's wife, As the king doea not accept this |

excuse she reveals to him a great sin of her an- «~:7?

* ------- - - - - -
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cestars.:kBut Thoas stlll urges her to become
hls wife. Finally ghe lays c¢laim to her position
as priestess and asserts that she belongs to the
 30§34. ;
 Since she will not be the ing's wife, Thoas
_'renéws~tho verdict that through hor had becn for-
:gﬁtten and demands that she hersclf ghall sacrifice

ion‘the altar éach stranger who comes to the city.

It so happens thaet soon after this Orestes,

  I§higenia’sfbrother;\ahd his friend Pyladoes come
to Tauris to carry away tho image statue of Dianae
By so4dbing,0restes'1s according to an oracle from-
Apollo to be freed from the furles who torment
‘him because he has rmurdered his mother, Upon their
arvivél'a% Tauris the men are at onée taken pri-
soner and Iphigenia 1s e"pected to slay thon,

- While Orestes'mlnd is occupied.wmth appréaching
degth,which is to bbting him peace in a way he has
noﬁ'anticipated,,Pyladeskis busy evolving plens
”0¢ escape. |

uphigenia steps out of the temple, takes

offipylades' cha;nS'and adéresses him in Greeclk,
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Delighted in heariny his motheft@ngue; he asls.
her about her anceqtry, but she, as a pri@otesq,
refuses to answer, and aaaresses the same question
to him. Pylades tells har that he and his comraa
nion are brothnrs, and vero born in Greue. Boe
cause of a fratricide his brother is persued by
the furies, but Apollo has promised him‘deliverange
In the temple of his sister in Tauris. Iphigenla
nt first passes the request without giving it any
attentlon. She aska about the faée offtroy and |
the heroes who’besieged the city. ﬂheﬁ Pyiades '
tolls her of her father's torrible death sho hides
her face, and greatly grieved wiﬁhdrawévinto‘the |
temple. |

Tater she comes out agein and this time
moets Orostes., Iphigenla loosens also Orestes!
chains, but only to grant him a last relief be=
fore his doath; she does not yob know ﬂwho; has
committed‘thé avenging marder of her‘mother,'nor
who this man is standing before her and walting
to be struck down. She soon finds out.’drestes'

tells her the truth and so tears to oieces the
3% e e o o o 0 e o e O A e B . e -
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fabric of lies woven by his fricnd. He makes hime-
self and his crime known, ahd then hastens avay.
iphigenia is struck dumb for the moment. 3oon
Orestes returns; he is violently agitated by the
rmurder of his mother and the furles scare him
frightfully, He does not'héar Iphigenia say thatl
she is his sister, but fancies he sees in her a
goddess of vengeance,., e 18 decply moved by her
affections, yet he does not trust her. He takes
her for a beaqtiful nymph seeking to ensnare hin,
"hen he at last realizes that hils sistor 1s speok=
“ing to him his guilt éeems the more horrible. ilow
she vhom he had thought dead long ago must kill
him that the rmrder of his mother might bLe revon-
ged. He sinks to. the ground as he is overcome by
fainting, |

"hen he revives from his swoon, he is still
surrounded by the fanciful creatures of his doli-
rium, But he is a changed man. His sin has boen
taken éway, and his heart has been cleansed so
’that the gods do not any more torture ﬁim with

punishments the furies have flown from him,

"
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Wosr that Orestes is restored Irhigenia

agrees to degleve King Thoas so‘that¥flight
might be made poSsible.'Hoﬁever,~whenksheVapw
~ ears bafore him hér heart revoits at the fa1se~ or
‘hood‘and she séeaks the truth. She then»b@gs

the Iing to allow her to 2o with her brother

in order that they might restore‘their’fathéré
house, The drama closes with the kings willino.

permisslon.

The question immediately arises,"is this =
Goethe'S conception of a btypical process of ato=
nement and redemption, is Goethe Christian in

his views, if éo, does he include a mythical

change, or is this drama mer@ly a part of Goeﬁhe's‘

great confession, qnd does he here portray srecial
oxporiences of his own 1life? If the former 1s the
caso We'mayAmake a direct comparlson and need deo=-
vote 1lttle study to the circumstances by which

he was inspired to write the drama "Iphigenied.

If the latter is thé 1s the case it will b’e-noceess“‘
sary to acquaint ourselves with those experipncos

'z --------------- . o o e we o "

vhich



which proceded this confession, A study of Goethe's
life and philosophy previous to the writing of
"Iphigenie" reveals that the latter is the case -
that the drama is a Goethe confossion,
Goethe had a large experience with persons

of strong moral natures, Often he felt that an
irresistable force proceeded from such persons,
which &n some ineplicable way stirred his moral
life to 1ts very depths.'He.reflected rmich upon
these mysterious forces dwelling in nature md in
the moral 1life of man, and in his conversations
Awirh Eckermann, The extroaordinary influence which
" men of very strong personality often exerclsed
upon their environment'he ascribed to the 'de=
monical? element in them, 'A tremendous energy!
he says emanates from them, and they exercise an
tincredible power over all creatures".! This (1.
power he found in a marked degree in Napoleon,
Bjron, Duke Karl August and others.

- 8till greater than the influence that these
men had upon him was the influence which certain
noble women exerted upén him, Max Winkler says

%nn--———umﬂdnw--m——n-—u—---—

1. Tag u. Jahreshefte, Werke 73.
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"His numerous feminine friendships form one of the
most interesting and characteriqtie chapters of
his 11fe. NWo poet has ever poritrayed with such
pover nnd booauty the ublifting and. qoophinv ﬁn-'
fluence of noble womanhood as Goethe.}, What is (1;
o us of special interest in this ccnn@ction is |
that ho furthor states, "A distinct feature of
his relation to women was his deéire to cbnfess,
o them all that agitated and burdened his heart
nnd mind, and such confession afforded him4the‘
preatest relies” | o b o ;(2.‘
The expcriencesfhé had with the many -
ag with Frau Boehme, Friederike Ceser, Fraeulein
Klettenbc”b, Friederike Brion, Chaflétte Buff,
Countess Agusta von Stolberg, Tili Schoenémann
~ can only be slluded bo here. The later friend= -
ship for Frau von Stein is of groater importance_
for it must be regarded as the central experienca
underlying the Iphigenia. She 1t was to whom he
completely confided. After having fallen in love
repeatedly he began to feel that he was not frée

to act as he pleased but was ifresiétably dravm
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’by cortain womeh. This compelling force Goethe
vished to become rid of, Also some of the love
affalrs hdd'not ended iﬁ a satisfactory way and
8o had left wounds in his heart., His consclence
was not at péace ever since he had left Iriede-
rike broken hearted, These things were on his
mind, and when he had an opporbtunity to confess
to Frau von Stein he said, "I am on the way of
being cured through your love of some rormdnts
" of sins and shortcomingsS. .se.e. I OWe evory-
thing to you. I feel as if now no evil could
any longer touch me. .«..s... I cannot say and
dare not corprehend whaﬁ a change your ldve is
,effedting in my innermost being." (1.
Thus we can hardly regard the purification
of Orestes as a religious miracle in the ordi-
nary sense of thé word. Goethe is preeminently
the poet of the human and it is the 1nflﬁence of
of the moral force of Iphigenia's personality
that frees Orestes from the furies; However, what
interests us is that Goethe's problem here 1s the

same as qqrtmann’s in "Der arme Heinrich' In
2% e o o e e o 2 2 o e e e e o
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both selections *the hero is being freed of
some imperfections, his heart is being cleansed
of somé guilt, | |

Let us nqw’turn‘to the drama to note how
Goctho represents the change of Orestea, The
pert vhich Iphigenla preforms is very simple,
She approaches him with her natural sympathy,
for from ?ylades she has heard aboﬁt Crestes!
great mental sufferings; with her kind hand
she loosens hils fétters, her‘gentle words pene« 
trate the gloom cf his soul, He feels at once a
comforting influénce from this "Heaveﬁly wonan" .
Wis confldence grows strong , and soon he is Im~
pelled to confess his sin and to reveal his iden~
tity. But in malkéng thé confession the picture of
the past becomes so horribly clear in his ima-
gination that he believes to be irreparably doom-
ed, Iphigenin; who as the daughter of his mother
has a right to condemn hin, spesks %o him kindly,
but he avoids her. In his'agony and frenzy he
mistakes her for a deceitful nymph. It takes |

sone time until she can make clear to him that

5% e e e e o e o B e R s . o
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she is his sister. "hen he does understand and
as a cénsequence of the‘surprise falls into a
swoon, Goethe brings in a very "delicate and
highly poetical scene”. “hile in %his gwoon Orose
tes doscribes a vision of peace and reconciliation
that :1oats before him in his fancy for which he
had 1ongéd many years.

“hen Orestes awakens from his dreanm he sces
Irhigenia standing near him,and.hears her inter-
cede for him in prayer to the goddess Dianan, The
prayer strengthens the faith that has come to
him in the picture of his fancy, and he foels that
his soul is free. He spesks,

"Las mich zum erstenmal mit freiem Herzen

In deinen Armen reine Freude haben,’ (1.
and then he adds the joyful confession,

"Yon dir beruchrt '

war ich geheilt; in deinen Armen fasste

'Das TUebel mich mit allen seinen Klauen

Zum letzten I'al und schuettelté das l'ark

intsetzlich mir zusampn;. dann entfloh's

Wié eine Schlange zu der Hoehle, Neu

1, "Iphigenie™, 11. 1341 ff.
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Genless! 1ch mmn dﬁreh‘dich‘das weolte
Licht des Tages." | (1.

It 18 now easy to find ﬁhé poinfs of simi=
larity in the treatmenté that Hartmann and Goethe
give the subject of inner purificafioﬁ. According
to the views of both poetsktheré must be'a'mid—
dlenan, a redeemer;‘This person must be pure and
physically whole, for both Hértmahnfs little_girl
and Goothe'S'IphigéniaJare‘virgins, and they are
presénted as blameless, devout servants of the k
spiritual. Finelly of most -lmportance is that the
redecmer must be 1ove-insyi”ed.' |

In Har*mqnn's vlews these auali ieg are a.reé
quirerent demanded by God. The sinner 1s bj ﬁhe |
redeemer only influenced to come into the Piﬁlt
attitude so that he may be helped by ;o&. God. fhen
upon accepting the sacrifice of the red@@mer or
rather his determined will to be sacrlficed purla
fies the sinner. The "sues o ceuses "herre Heinrich'
only to see himself in'his unworthyness and to de-
sire a pure heart as she poseesses. The cleansing

of the heart is a miracle wrought by God.
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In Goethe's rresentation the sinnor is
- purified direétly by the redeemér as he hin-
self ﬁas through the associatibn with Frau von
Stein. Here existsya,gfeatvdifference. Hartmann
aséribes thié miraculous powef that cleansos
man's heart to God while Goethe ascribes 1t to
.the rersonality of the rodcemer. Hence Goethe's
redecrmer needs not to die or even to be willing
to mak@ any sacrifice,. She neods not to appease
God, or in hér\case-the gods, for in h r own
pover does she possess the power to forgive.
Perhaps the above ié too narrowv an inter-
pretation of Goethe, ﬁhich is upheld by many
critics. Bielschowskey‘says'the following: "Iphie-
genia wes to teach the finding of an 1nward 80~-
- lution of liberating a ginful race from the curse
of" sin, ~---for thié purpose there was need of a
perfectly pure‘and gsinless personality, whose life
'hadibeen sacrificed for the welfare of others.
Symbolically this sacrifice, this death, had
occured twice in Iphigenia's life; the first time

‘on the sscrificial altar in Aulis, the second time

L 0 o o w v o e - T e T B e @ S S e S . - - . w - - - -



in hor oxlle among the Taurians., And she had
made the sacrifice nithout a murrur in pure
love and perfect ébedience to the will of the
gods. This not only maede her holy hgrself; it:a1~
80 gave her power to redeem from sgin others, who-
should allow thems elves to be inwafdly ﬁouahea‘
by hor hollness,"® ‘ - :i (1.
Tuno Figher’who supports the above inter# (2.
pratation upholds that Goethe représents the change
of Orestes through the profound mystery of the |
Christian Church ~ the mystery of vicarious sacri-
fico, ere 1% really true that Goethe purposely
entered the idea of sacrifice then he would éhtirely
aproe with Hartmahn. It seems to me, however, hat
he fepfesents Iphigenia as having been sacrificed’
not that she should have pald the price for the
sinner but that through 1t she should appear the
riore pure, for fhrough'the touch of her purity.fgy
Orestes is cleansed,VOn the fly-leaf of a copy 6f
"Iphigenie" Goethe has written the words,
"Alle menschlichen Bebrechen.
Suchnet reine Menschlichkelt"

v

1. Biehschowsk: y?"The Life of Goethe" P. 17, Vol, 2
2. Kuno Fischer,"Goethes Iphigenle) znd ed., P. 47.
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Goethe, thus represents the purification of
Orestes as through the influence that sould has
upon soul. In comparison, Hartmann represents the

purification of "herre Heinrich" also throush the
influence that soul has upon soul and fukther in-
cludgs the mystery of Christian purification made

possible through sacrificlal death.

2', Iongfellow's presentation in
"The Golden Tegend"

Tongfellovls version of the story of"Der arme
Heinrich" begimns with a scene of Prince Honry s-

lone in his castle of Voutsberg on the Rhine., le

153

s siclk, dissatisfied and longs for the godd deys

of the pasht, Tt is late st night, and hoe 1s shudfing
in his books. Lueifer, vho proves to be a mild Bevil,
comes to him and aslzs whether or not he lmows of a

- cure for hls disease, Henry points to a paszage in
his book, which Tumeifer reads aloud,

"Not to be cured, yet not incurable!

The only remedy that remains

3 o o e w3 o 2 Bt o e e S B e o ot e
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Is the blood that flows from a maldens veins
Who of her owm free will shall die’ |
And give her 1ife as the price,for Yburs!(l.
Luclifer encourages him to be on watch'for a |
. maiden into whose brain " that kind of madness"
has found its way. But as a sustenance for the meané
while he offers him his "Wonderful.Catholicon, of
very subtile and magical powersi" Prince Henry is
doubtful whether or not it is good to accept'ﬁhe
offor from this siranger who has come to him at mid=
nighte.

"I am as one who on the brink

Of a dark rivor stands and sees

The waters flow, the landscape dim

Around him waver, wheel and swim,

ind ere he plunges, stops to think

Into what whirlpools he may sinlk;" (2.
He pauses thﬁs a moment and then places life and
0ll at stake by accepting the stranger?s drink, the
effects of which he does not know, | |

"One moment pauses, and no more,

Then madly plunges from the shorel
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L.Complete works of Henry /. Longfellow) Cambridge Edis
tion, P. 411.
2., Complete Works of Henry'w, Longfellow)
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Headlong into the mysterles

0f life and death I boldly leap,

lor fear the fatefull currents sweep,

mor what in embush Iurks belowi" (1.
In this way Prince Henry becomes guilvy of
gembling with his 1ife, As he drinks from the
goblet an angel with an aeolian harp hovers over
him and spesaks,

"oel woel eternal woe." (2.
B ﬁ the prince is charmed by Lueifer who speaks
as he vanishes,

Drink} drinkl

And thy soul shall sink

Down into the darlc abyse,

Into the,infiﬁite abyss,

from which no plurmet nor rope

ever drew up the silver sand of hopel™ (3.

Tor a btime Prince Henry seems to recover, but

the priests discover that his disease is leprosy

¥}

hoy therefore send him forth a banlshed man.

2

X

P

s ]

is wanderings akc him to his ternants in the Oden=
wald, who are unafraid of the disease and with whom

he rakes his hOme,

2, "Gemplebe Youks ef Henry W. Iengfellevs! Canbridg;e

3. Complete Works of Henry W. Loqgfellows Editio 412
: Page



#* 75 %

While staying with the tenant family he be-
comes penitent. Kneeling at the altar of the villiagé
church he prays, |

"Remorseful, penitent, andkloﬁly,

I come tb crave, 0 Father holy,

Thy benedictlion on my head,

------------- I am wealt -

And cannot find the good I seek,

Because I feel and fear theywrong;" - (1.
Iucifer appears in the barb of a monk‘and feigning
to afficlate tempts him, first telling him how great
he 1is, . 7 | ’

" Thou art a prince, If thou shouldst die

What hearts and hopes would;ﬁroétréte liel

What noble deeds, what'fair renovmn,

Into thegrave go dowm} " (2
Then he tells him of a peasant girl vho is vmmng
to die for him and that he shall accept the offer
since she is but a peasant girl and he so groat a
man, Again the angel with the harp hovérs over him
and speaks, o |

"Take heed} tnke heed!

—-nn——--——m——---—--m—vn——--—--—-—.n—n

1. "Complete Works of Henry W Lonvfellow  Cambridge ;
Edition P, 423.
2, "Complete Works of Henry W. Longfellow P. 424, '
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‘Be noble in every thought
And in every deed.
Let not the illusions of the senses
Betray thee to deadly offenses," (1
Elsie, the 1little daughter of the tenant palr
with vhom he stays, then offers herself as sacriflce,
and he accepts.
On the way to Salerno they soec many sights, and
amongst other things hear an Easter play.
' Ablshierno Lucifor takes the form of the doctor
and urges the mmolation of Elsie, But her last words,
("I am ready.
I am patient to be gone from here
ere any thoughts of earth disturb agaln
The spirit of tranquility within me."T (2.
before she goes'into the operating room, soften Prince
Hénry's heart and he régrets that he has come.here.
The scene of Salerno closes and next we hear of
the Prince and Elsie as their return is made known to
the girl's parents in the Odenwald. A forester says
that Prince Henry preﬁented the sacrifice in the last
moment and then he was healed by the touch of St.
gathews sacred Sdnes. The forester adds that he thinks
1. "Complete Worka of Hemry 7. Longfellow" Cambridge

. : Edition P. 425
€. "Complete Works of Henry ¥, Longfellow" P. 458,



the long ride in the open air in"the miracle must
come in for some share"l In the end the happy (1.
couple becomes ongaged. e |

"The Golden Legen&" was intended‘és a paft of
e trilogy "Christus, Ilystery" the theme of which
was to troat about the various aspects of Christen-
 dom 1n the Apostolic, Middle, and HNodern Ages. About
the legend he has said himself, " I have endeavored to
show in it, among other things, that through the darh-‘
ness and corruption of the Hiddle Ages ran a bright
deep stream of Falth, strong enough for all exl-
gencles of life and . death"

This boing the case it is clear evident that
the redemptlon of Prince Henry was not Longfellow!s
primary theme, Considering the set ing and 3urroundingk
material;. the Poor Henﬁy story here appearsvonly as
a story within a story. | |

Nevertheless the problem of atonement is present
and 1t is being solved. By a study of thelegend we
find that Longfellow gives Lhe same solublon as Hart-
manne In the first place he holds that 1ife only can
atone foﬁ‘one who has become guilty of sin and is
doomed to die. Furthermore, this sacrificé‘méyyonly»
$% e e o e o o e e e e e o o o o

1. " Complete Works of Henry ¥W. Longfellow" Cambridge -
‘ Edition P. 480.



be brought by a virgin girl, which means ﬁhat atone-~
:meﬁt can come only through sacrifice of the whole
'fdr the diséased,’and the pure for the impure., Flnally,
the one who atones must do the act because of love
for the sinmer. The short passage in Prince ‘Henry's
book which Imeifer reoads giveé the entire prescrip-
tlon. |
"Not to be cured, yet not incurable!
The’only blood that flows from a malden's veins,
“ho of her own free will shall die,‘
And give her 1ife as tho price of yoursl" (1.
These are very nearly the same words which the
doctor speaks in Hartmann's poem.
"i» meesent haben eine maget
éle voilen erbaere
~ daz si den tot durch uich 1lite". (2.
The effect which ﬁurity and love have upon the
fallen, Longfellow brings out most boautifully.
Elsie's last words before sﬁe is to go into the
Operating room have been quoted in the synopsis,.
They soften Prince Henry's heart. He cannot stand

against such purity'and innocence and cries out,

1. "Complete Works of H.,W. Longfellow", Cambridge Ed. R411l.
2. "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 224-227 ff, :
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"Would I had not come herel Would I were dead,
And thou wert in thy cottage in the forest,
_and hads% not knownfmet Whj have I done this? -
Let me go back and die," o (1.
It may be a 1little confusing at first sight'te read
what he further says,
| " I forbid it
Mot one step further, For I only meant
To put thus far thy courage to the proof.” (2.
~He cannot truly mean what he says here for»throughn
out has he harbored tho thought, that he was more
important than the maid, in which Iueifer instructed
him in the chapel of the Odenﬁald. Prince Henry is
now excited and does not realize what he says for
with ﬁhe next statement he conéradicts what he has
said. |
" I, too, have strength to dle,
For thou hast taught mel® : (3.
Before she tsught him he had not this cOurage to die.
Therefore, he covld not have made the journey to try
the maid for'not until now has he learned the lesson.
Hence purity and 1ove even unto sacrifice of her owmn
. 1ife has changed his heart.

--..- -.--u—-——.-——----—n—n---—u

1. "Complete "orks of H.7, Longfellow " Chmbridge RASS -
2. Edition P, 458
" " e Page 458
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But the Prince shall realize still more vhat
puﬁity and love mean to him, The lesson shall sink
yet moreidéeply. Elsie goes into the operating room
 with the doctor. He is thrust out and the door 1is
‘bolted, During all the journey he has ridden by her
side; In her company he felt wonderiully consoled
’and_comforted. Though he was not true to her and
longed for tho bemefit of her saerifice, he enjoyed
" the blessed uplifting atmosphere that surrounds a
saint, liow he 1s belng separaied from her, and he
despairs.

"Gone! end the 1light of all my 1life gone with horl

A sudden darimess falls upcn the worldl " (1.
His conscience pegins to speak stlll more loudly

and he curses himself,
K Oh what a vile and abject thing am I
That purchase length of days at such a costl
ot by her death alone, but by the death
0f all thats good and true and noble in mel " (2.
All maﬁhood, excellence, and self-respect,
A1l love, and faith, and heart are deadl
vAll my divine nobllity of nature
By this one act is forfeilted forever," (3.

“--n-:d-—--—~~~¢.-—.—~_-—-—M-----~¢l-----—-—

1. "Cowplete Works of H.W. Longfellov", Cambridge P.459
2. ' Edition  P.459

3. " - " P.459
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He becomes desperate, breaks openkthe door and pre=
vents the sacrifice. Also here as iﬁ Hartgaﬁn's
gtory Heaven accepts the iIntended act‘of‘the maid
as already done and heals Prince Henry as he toﬁcheé
tho bones oé en anclent saint,

To sum up tho comparison it may be stated that
Longfellow and ﬁartmann agree in all the main boihts._
Hartmann keeps the thought of aténement coﬁstantly\in
the foreground, while Longfellow lets the reader be
occupied with the many experiences of the two tourists
on their way to Salerno, In the final prosentqtimn of
the change which comes into Henry's life, Longfellow

1s rmach more effective and artistic.

S, Hauntmann's Coneeptlon in
| "Der arme Heinrich".

The synopsis of Hauptmann’s drama is as‘foilowéé
Henry is a lmight whose character isgwithOut‘blemish.
He is the star at the court of Kalser FTiedrich, and
as reward for his service is about to receiﬁe the

princess for his wixe, Suddenly the prospect for a
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happy future is destroyed for the groom begins to
- ghow signs of leprosy. He withdraws. from the court
and goes to live with one of his tenant familles.

' These people;'Gottfried and Brigitte and thelr
- 1little daufhter Ottogebé, do not understand why
their lord has come to stay with them, Ottockar, the
only gervant Henry has brought with him, spealzs
strangely of him and aftor a fov days secretly leaves
him, Henry soon wins the love of Ottogebe. Sho wears
o a red ribbon in his favor and exposes herself to the
8tinging bees in order %o provide him with honey at
the evening mesl.

‘Before Ottockar left he told.O%togebe of his
lord's disease and of a cure which a doctor at Salerno
guarantees if a virgin girl will willlingly sacrifice
her life blood., She becomes willing to die for him,
and when Henry finally confesses his disease she
fallé prostrate ot his foet covering his hands with
. kisses, He declines her offer and losing faith in God
he flees from all people.

Next we find Henry in a deserted wood digging
his own‘grave. He has‘lost control of himself and 1is

practically insane, He refuses the help of Friar

5{-...--. —————————————————————————————
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Benedict and Ottockar, who again comes to him, and
even of thogebe. He:threatens to throw‘stonQS‘at ,
the malden and then fleoes from her. |
' For some time his whoreabouts is unlkmown and

'different explanations are given as to wﬁat has
become of him, Some people hold that he is dead
and buried, while others claim that he is wandering
in the vieinity of Gottfricd's farm, In the mean-
while Ottogobe is rapldly fading away. She is in
the care of Friar Benedict, where she keeps her
larp trimmed and burning so that her 1Lord Henry
might seec 1t and come to her. | B

Finally, he slinks into‘the‘chapel, clothed
as a monk, He has become willing to accept the
moiden’s offor. Though he has lost ali faith? he
hag oné desire, the desiré to 1live. Soon the agreoc-
mont 1s made and Henry and Ottogebe begin their
journey to Salerno, |

Having arrived at‘Salerno, Henry‘experiences
his greatest struggle, the strugsle against hislown
nature, and he wins, In the last moment he forbids
the sacrifice of‘ottowebo Tied to the operating:
tablo, Ottogebe lles naked before him. He soon
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frees her from the fettors which hold her bound,
and in the same instant he becomes whole from his
discase.

| They begin the journey homeward, but Ottogebe
is shg'béing ashamed that Henry has seon her naked.
Upon the arrival at his estate Henry places first
one crown on her head and then anothor on his owm
head. Then he tekes her as wife, and thereby re-
moves her fecling of guiltiness, The drama ends

with a happy future for the newly=treds.

A temporary deafness is supposed to have
caused Haupbmann to write his drama, "Der Arme
NHeinrich". What a person of our modern day would
fecl liko With“Such an allment vhen he is not at
fault in having contracted it the author reveals in
the first four acts. Consequently the fundemental (1.
idea of the sbtory here differs from the one that
underlies Hartmann's epic poem. Hartmann's hero is a
sinner, he has become proud and thus is being punished.
In the‘end he is redeemed. In Hauptmannts drama Henry
has no such a fault. Me is gﬁiltloss, of which fact (2
fge remains sure ahrouuhcut the playe. Hence, his

1. R6hr, Hauptmann's Dramatlsches Schaffen. P.185
Le Rohr, Hauptmann's Dramatisches Schaffen. P.191.
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diseaseo is purely phyéical.‘"Sie (die Krankheit)
bostimmt nicht das auch aus andern Faltboren ente
springende Schicksal in seineﬁ Wesén mit, sondern
das Schicksal des llenschen besteht in ih?’und.nur (1
in ihr", The question of God's rightéousness in
governing the universe therefore becomes thé centrﬁl'
idea of the drama. It becomes an accuaation. Through
fate a Godlike person sinks to the level‘of an
animal, "hat sort of God is he who permits this, or
rather enacts 197 ,
If therefore, the drama treats of a:nmnisﬁic
"ol tanschauung" Which.knows nothing of a moral code
for the reign 6f the unliverse, lnstead of bging
based on Christian beliefs, the prébiem of atonemont
mist be lacking in it, Yet it 1s not lac king, Honry
undergoes a vory marked dhange} He who in his‘dis~v
gust and despalr accuses Godnwith the following words,
"«----~—~-~—;~Doch dieser Gott |
Zerstoert das Auge, das ibn sucht, zerrelsst
Das Herz, das ihn will lieben, und zerknickt
Die Kindes Arme, die sich nach ihm strecken.
Und was der hoerf, wo er vorueberschriti, | |
lanchmal, wer ohren hat-- ist'Hohngelaechter.

1. RBhr, lauptmann's Dramatisches Schaffen. P. 184,



Gott lacht! Gott Lachtl" | (1
through contact with n Sancte-0ttogebe" becomos
quiet and'patient.so thdt ﬁe agalin pralses God.
"Gott unser Herr ist grossl gewaltig grossl
Ich lob iln] Ausser ihm ist nichts
und ich bin nichtg-==,". (2
After the experience in the operating room ho makos
this furbhor beautiful confession.
"Gleich wie ein Kderper ohne Fergz,
Eln Galem, éines Zauberers Gobilde,
Doch keiﬁes Gottes - toenern oder auch
kus’steiﬁ.-oder aus Erz bist du, so lange nicht
Der reine, grade, ungebrochne strom
Der Gotthelt eine Bahn sich[hat gebrochen
In die geheimissvelle Kapsel, die
Das echte Scheoepfungsrninder uns umschliesst
Damm erst durchdringﬁ dich Loben, Schrankenlos
’Dehnt sich das Himmlische aus deiner Brust
it Glanz durchschlagend deines Koerpers Vaende,
Erloesend und aufloesend, dich, die welt
in das urewge Liecbeselement."
These passages alone proVe that Hauptmann involves
the problem of atonement. The question now is, how

S o e o e e £ et o 20 2 >t 0 e B S S o R e " -

1. S.Fischer, "Der arme Heinrich von G. Hauptmann," P.90
2. S. PFischey "Der arme Heinrich von G. Hauptmann." P.126
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does this ?ebirth come about and hbw deeé‘the proi
cess compare wlth the one presented in Hartmaﬁn's
1egend.’ v 1
While Honry still isin the forest he tells .
Gottfried, who comes %o him, tnat he shall tell
Ottogebe that their lovrd is without sin, He uill
therofore not take advantage of~the Chlld’8~bm00ﬂy'
sacriflce, Gottfried shall %ell,his daughtaf that
pure, white linen camot be made whitor by washing
i1t in blood. But in time his pain énd anguish of
goul so Increoases that he can bLear thém.né 1ongef,‘,~
lils pride that will not accept of a sacrifice is
crushed, and wolflike he lures at nighﬁ‘abqut the
farm of his t@naﬁt, Then he hears ﬁhe stableboy éay
that Ottogebe is With.Beﬁedict at ﬁhg chapel, he
hurries there and greots the monk with the above
quoted words, . . i
" %eod is great] =-- I praise ﬁim."

He knecls at the altarrana.Behedict urgeé him ﬁo
surronder his will completely tq the ;ord. But once
more he revolbts

"Wein das will ich nichtl SR

Das will ich nicht} " . 7 ,(1

A e s - o . o o o o e . B T . T e Y S D A

1. S.Fischer, "Der arme Heinrich von G. Hauptmann P 129,



and curses God vho with wimerciful fisht hos thrust
him into the mire, However this revolt is but momon-
tary, for soon we seo himvbesi@e his 1ittlo redeemor
‘as-they journéy to Italy, trusting that a miracle of
AGod 7ill malke him wholo,.

‘Threofold 15 ‘the boaﬁ of mercy which shines upon
him on this journcy. The first hean of morcy strikes
‘him when this holy vhild steps dovn to him,

Do i1st das Gemeilne aus selner verruchten
und vo?dumpften Brust gestobon, dor Rachedurst, dio
Tat, did Angst; die Raserel, den Menschon sich aufe-
guzwringen durch gemainen lord, lord, entﬁichen". (1
- Tliis phase of Honry's change agroes exactly with tho
Hﬁrtmann presentation, In both presentatlions it is
the sacrifice of the pufe for the impure. Hauptmannts
enry Speaks it in the following words,

| "Als mich der orste strahl der Gnade sireifte

Und eine Héiligé za mir niederstieg,

Viard ich gereinigt! , (2

In Hartmann's poem the maid is ropeatedly called
thé "peine” and Henry himself speals to the doctore.

"Ditz Kint ist alsd wonneclich:

1. Rohr, Hauptmann's Dramatisches Schaffen. P. 189
2, S.Fischer, "Der Arme Heinrich von Hauptmann P,156
3. Der arme Heinrich 11. 1284« 1287 ff,
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The second beam of mercy:shines,ugon him as
ho.perceives Ottogebels love which beams forth'frqmj
her sporkliing eyes. Ho says,‘- |

"An dem neuen Strahl, |

Der aus des Kindes schWeren‘Wﬁgééﬁﬁzzuokﬁe

Gebar aufs neue meine Liebe sich

in dle erstorbens, finster diohénd@ Welte

Und in der Flub ges lichten Elements

Entzueclzten die ﬂuogel slch der Freude,

Die lleere zur Worme und dle Himmelswolten

Zum Gluecke wiederum - und mir im Blut

Begann ein‘seiiges Draengen und elin Gadren ‘

Erstandener Kraefte: die.erregten sich

Zu einen starken Willen, einer kacht ; | :

In mich! fast fuehlbaf gen mein Siegtwm utreiteﬂd.(l* |
Hartmann?s“herre Helnricn”makes no sueh long confes~ ’ :
sion of the effect which nia""LVBQn GemabTé's 1ove has o
upon him but he does speak it with a few terse worda,
though perhaps a 1ittle hidden. |

"lag Gottes Will an mir"eréehn |

Gobt wiedor frol das guto Kind." (2

A% o e 0 e e o S e e v Pt o o e w0 i o 6 S0 ¢

1. S.Fishcer, "Dor arme Heinrich von G. Hauptmann. P 157
2. "Dor arme Helnrich 11. 1286-87 ff.



Thus also in this respect the authorsvagreé. Atone-
ment comes‘through the ﬁilling sacrificor, In Hart-
mann's poem it is thrbughout referred to in aAsome-
vhat dogmatic way., In Hauptmann's drama 1t is at
first also presented as a cold prescription, Dut in
the end Havptmann in a more poetilcal way gilves the
definite effect of love upon the heart that is void
of love, | |
The third beam of mercy, which cdmpletes tho

change of Hennry's 1ife shines upon him in the ono-
fating room where he beholds the child, naked as Eve,
bound to the bench. The effect that this moment has
upon him he later Speéks of in‘the fallowing viords:

"Gleich wie ein Koerper ohne Ilerz

Ein Golem, eines Zauﬁerers Gebilde,

Doch keines Gottes = tocnorn oder auch

pus Stein - oder aus Erz bist du, so lange nicht

Der reine, grade wngebrochne Strom

Der Gottheit cine Bahn sich hak ebrochen

Dann erst durch dringt dich Leben," (2

This lest experience reaily 1s a completion of the

LA ..-u-u..-onn-u-—..-.-—-u-uum—mnnn-unn——-

1. S.Fischer, "Der arme Helnr¢ch" von G.Hauptmann. P,188
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It 1s an intensification ¢f the impfessien of love
and rurlty. Thus far Henry has, as lu Wef@, only seon
love and puritj from a dlstance, Now unay are laid
nalked before hime, AL thls ncment vhlle Henry ig
completely'overwhelmod With“the maiden's love and
purity, eimilarly as in Hartmann's version, Heaven
accepts the ohild’s good will for the deed aad Henry A
bocomes whole, ‘ ‘
| In the remaining two points, the sacrifice by
tho whole for the disease#aﬁé that of 1ife fo? life,
the authors alsovagree. iﬁ fact the ideas so pefmaaﬁe
~both productions theait the reador éannot ovérlodk’them.
It is theroforo fubill foﬁégﬁm@rate all the rofercnces
made to these fhougnts by thc authors,. |
Before wo leave Hauptmann's drama 1t is necessary
to make a statement about the incons isténcy'meﬁtiéned
aboul =that Hauptmann presents sﬁonement‘whewaAﬁbere
is no sin. It is simply an inco,uiatancy. 4 fwu7L of
which Hauptmann has also madevhimself guilty in the
' drama"“Ubd‘Pipvé Tanzt"., Roehr says‘ "So klingan aueh
nach der Rettung, die auseredem ?umyToil als werk men-
schlecher Liebe erscheint, in den Ohren des Zuschauers

die nur zu berechtigten Anklagen weiter, weldhe dov

‘--—--huv-"u—--- B B T G S B T W S B W B2 P B B ek T e U S N
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Gefolterte der ersten vier Aktte erhebt”, Such a (1

5

ault seriously reduces the imprcssion and valus of
Hauptmann?!s presentation of redemptlion and places

it far below the consistent, straight-line thoughs
of Hauptmann's presentation. In cortaln other ros-
pects'Hauptmann's drema, however, may be valued more
highly than Hartmamm's poon.

s
D R g N L L

1. Eohr, Hauptmann's Dramatisches Schaffen, P. 192.



B. The QUpplementary Loessons of
"Der arme Heinrich".

~

In order toApresént the great lessons Qbout
sin and atonement from sin,,Hartﬁann has dravn a
beautiful picture of medimeval peasant life. In
8o doing he has found ﬁanj opportunities to teach
good morals and his congeption of Christian ways
of 1living, Just as thevéuﬁhor in the beginﬁing}ofv
the poem in "herre Heinrich" depicts the charac-
ter of an ldeal knight so does he throughout the
poem in the lord's tenant family depict an ideal
peasant home, ; |
- Hartmenn introduces the father of this family
as the preferred servant of his lord, who has never
recelved any harsh treatment from his masteé.”
"Der e dltz geriute |
undder ez dannoch blute,
daz was ein frile bumen
der vil selten le gewan
dehein groz ungemach

daz andern gebliren doch geschach

1y "Der_330cVEEsnpeRarret17aBEn.2y3 o
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Having enjoyed so nmuch favor fromkhis lord this
tenant was therefore willing *to care for the
latter during the time of his sickness, No amount
of trouble and labor which he now expended for
:‘"herre Heinrich" seemed to him a dear sacrifice.
It was all willingly done,
™7an in vil luetzel des verdroz
swagz Ilm geschach durch in,
er hete die triuy¥e und ouch den sin
daz er vil willecliche leit
den kumber und die arbelt
die ime ze lidenne geschach
er schouf ime rich gomach. (1.
Yet to say that he served "herre Heinrich" prima-
rily because of the 1attér's favoritism tovard him
~would not be right. He rather served his lord be-
cause of his own righteousness, hence his lord
loved him and gave him proeferences. That is the
kind of a man Hartmann meant to prescnt, for he
80yS. |
"Got hete dem meiger gegeben
" ndch sIner ahte ein relnez leben," (2

. The other members of this tenant family are

1. " Der arme Heinrich" 11 288-294
2. "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 295-296
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accordingly good, The wife 1s introduced as a
woman who 1s worthy to be woed. ‘
"Gott hete dem meiger gegeben
.....-‘.-_.».,‘..,
. . . oin wol erbefidez wWip," (1.
Thelr children are pretty, mannerly and well
trained., They are thelr pareonts pride,
 "Dar zuo het er schoeniu kint,
dle gor des mannes froeude sint," (e,
One 1little daughter is especially devoted to God
and to their 1ord "he*re Heinrldh . She is pre-
mature in her thinilng capa01by which the parents
abttribute to divine insp*rnuion. That the other
child°en are well trained may be takcn from the
Tfollowing lineu.
"Die andern hetten den sin
daz s~ se rechter mAze in
wol gerfiden lundon.," ‘(5; 
They did not oxperience this speclal léve,for the
loprous man that attached their sistes to him ih
and so they would gladly have avoided him but this
they dared to do only in so far as good manners
would allow. Though they abhorred hisndiseasé,
i. " Der arme Heinrich", 11 295-298-

2, " Der arme. Heinrich" 11, 299-300
3. " Der arme Hetnrich" 11, 315-318



they nevertheless were curteous to him,
Boetween husband and wife exists a very praise-
worthy relation. She 1s never forward in specch or
action. At the time when the family sits with "herro
Heinrich" for a chht it is the husband who asks
about the lord's disease., During the following night
| the parents cooperate In thelr abtbtempt to subdue
their child from its mourning. Bub when all kind
advice wlll bring ﬁo result the mother becomes
silent and the father warns the child of punishment,
"DE.Von tuo zuo dinen munt
md wixstu fuer dise stunt
der rede lemer mére 1ut,
ez gat dir af dine hut." o (1.
That the child will not heed the father!s warning
and continues bo persist in her undertalting hurts

the moﬁher, and with weeping she entreats her
daughter to think of how h;r parents have labored
for her and that she shall therefore remain &ith
them., She continues with a heart to heart tolk,
Throughout the storﬁ a very intimate relation

existe between the members of the family. They are

all conscienteously Christian and show no faults,.

a2,
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1. "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 584-589
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Clearly,:ﬁartmann in‘them wished to show ideal
pensant 1ife, which he wished his readers to ﬁdké.
as model., ‘ |
Furthermorc one may find nuch of Hart ann's
philosophy of 1life in this poem, His chavacters‘
oexpress il pieéeﬁeal in meny short statéments.
A reference to each such stabement would be very
superfluous and tvresome to the vnnﬁer. Only few
vill be quoted here for illustration. For instanee
Hartmann thiniks nnch along the line that lsf@ 1s
short and that at its best it contains » much worry
and grief., The maiden says, |
Miir be haget diu werlt nicht SO Wol,
1r meiste 1liep ist herzeloit
A(Daz'si iu fuer war geseit);
ir suegsr lon ein,bit%ar,nat;
ir lancleben ein gaehor\t5t.
wir han niht gewisges ﬁé ‘
wan hiute wol und morne wﬁ. ‘
und ie ze junaéqt der‘ﬁét. |
daz ist ein jqemeﬂliehiu not." ‘
A @ifferent idea 13 presented in 1%nes L
800 to 803, L .

-———n—n-&a——n-wa—nuu— - G S I S v S

1. "Der arme Heinrich",- 11. 708-716 4
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"$r minent mich: deist billich,
nm sihu ich gerﬁe daz mich
iuwer minne iht unminne;"
,Hartmann‘means to say that blind love, love un-
accompanied byvreason; may be harmful. Again Iin
1ines 640 to 666 ﬁe f£ind the commandmont honor thy
father and‘ﬁhy‘mother;

"ﬁan gedenkest dd an sin gebot?

ja gébat er unde bat er

daz man ruoter unde vater
. minne und sre biote,

» \

und geheizet daz ze mite,"

_ In this ﬁise one could.pick out many short
statements which ekpress the author's views on
things pertaiﬁing to Christian 1iving., It is
clear that Hartmann was inspired to write the
poem beoausékéf his desire to teach what he con-

sidered was the right way of living.

e o o o et 2 o e e e o

i
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C. Art in "Der Arme Heinrich"

We have thus far considered the thbught in
"Der arme Heinrich". It now remains for us to con-
gider Hartmann's method of pfesenting to hié people
that vhich he wishes to teach, for ﬁhe presentation
is as important as the lesson itself. " |
Though Hartmann is strongly didacﬁic in the
poem under consideration, it must be remembered
that he is preeminentlyﬁa poet, He wrote not be=-
cause he had‘a sermon to preach but rather because
of his poetic inclination that promptedkhim to do so,.
And it was the eplc form in which he vas most $uccess-‘
ful, Friedrich Vogt 8ays "Die reine und zierliche (i
Form, der ammutige heitere, sinmige Ton seiner hoe=
fischen Erzachlung wurde das viel bewﬁnderte und
nachgeahmte, nie ganz erreichte Vorbild fuer die
Volgezeit." One of the followers pf Hartmann of whom
Vogt speaks has given our poet the following teétimony.
"Herr Hartmann von der Auen, -
Ah} kenn maeren bauen,
Und kann sile aussen und innen |

Dt e o oo o o o e e s S S e S ot e O S B 0 B W
1. F. Vogt, Geschichte der MHD, Llt. P. 195.
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it Worten und mit Sinnen
Durchfaerben und durchschrmecken}
| Wie seine Reden Zuecken

Rocht auf der Aventuere Sinnl

Wie fliessen rein und lauter hin.

Seine krystallenen‘Wortelein& ‘

Sie sind's und moegén's immer sein;

Sie treton sittig zZu dem Mann,

Und schmiegon sich dem Herzen an,

Und heimeln einem reinen luth,

Wor éute Rede kann fuer gut

Verstehn und recht erfassen,

Muss dem von'Aue lassen

Sein Reis udn Lorbeerlkranz." (1.
Certainly these statements can be directly applied
to "Der Arme Heinrich,"

' Hoderation is a point which Hartmenn stresses
vefy rmuch, He calls it the "mazel, This striving
for moderation and limitation is his primary virtue,
It has’helped him in the organization of his material
ahd produced straight-line thinking, This is espe~
cially not*ceabie in "Der arme Heinrich", Toischer
states the followino° "Die Stoffe die zu bewaeltigen

1, Wolf Grafen von Baudissin, Iwein Mit dem Loewen,
P.XLV.
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sind, sind so einfach, dass sie mit Klarheit zu
erzaehlen notwendig ist, uhd doch wieder in sich
so mannigfaltig, dass dievErzaehlung spannt und
fosselt, Und er érzaehlt geordnet und in objecfivef
Anschaulichkeité. E (1
His objectivity is remarkably demonstfated«
in the presentation of characters, Tnstead of
giving dotalled deseriptions and lengthy introdu-
ctions he lets his people appear and through»action,
dialogué and monologue reveal their own characters,
In this respect he shows:a very accurate sense of
Wﬁaze". o | | =
Futhevmore in the handling of character Hart-
mann employs very good psycholoﬂy. The poet Was a
knight and mmch intcre“ted in knighﬁhood, whidh cne .
realizes while reading his exotic opics, Bubt while
writing "Der‘arme Heinrich" he has put aside this
prejudice, "Er ist thter, ritterWich gesinnu und
1hm 1st ein vollkommer Ritber wie eihe Z%erde aer |
Welt: eor traegt'abér_davon nicht mehr in seine Dich=
tung hinein, als ihm deren Stoff entgegenbringt, ef
dichtet zuletzt doch nicht als Ritter,.sondern als‘ 
Mensch und kann sich mit ILiebe und Verstaendniss

‘“‘-‘-n-—-—----unn-nn-u 0 @6 KW SEE W N S o

1. Dr, Toischer, Der arme Heinrich, P. 22,
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ébensowdhl in das Yesen niederer Personen und auch
da in dlc Bigenari beider Geschlechter versenken,
wie, da er den A. H. dichtete, in die ganze volle
Deﬁk« und Sprechwelse eines laendlichen Ehepaars
uﬁd eines halb kfndlichen, halb jungfraeulichen
Landmaedchens, " . (1
Here 1s a remarkabl¢ poetic inventlon - the
cholce of such a redeemer - a halfgrown girl, who
1llke Silas Merner's Eppy, has fallen in love and
does not know 1t. This 1s good psychological en=-
alysis and good characterizatioh, Of no other human
being in any other stage of life could one naburally
expect an undertaling which this 1ittlo moiden under-
takes. But here the thought 1s permissible. She
argues her case with sucﬁ sincerlity that not only
he parents end "herre Heinrich" are persuaded but
that she also wins the reader's goodwill toward her,
Géethe at one time was offended by this situa-
tion and said, "Ebenso brachie mir Bueschings ( a
publisher of Hartmenn's works)‘anmer;ﬁoinrich, ein-
an und fuer sich betrachtet hoechst schaetzens=-
wertes Gedlcht, physisch-aesthetischen Schmerz,
Den Tkel gegen .einen Aussaetzigen Herrn, fuer den

‘g%vs-m-au.—----n—--.--—n-—.-_m—-—nnmmmm

1. Dr. Toischer, Der arme Heinrich, P,
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sich das wackers te MQeddhenVQHprfePﬁ, wird man
sehwerlich l¢s; wie denn ein Jehrhundert, wo die
widerwaertigsﬁe Krankhelt in einem fort lMotive zu
leidenschaftlicher ILiebes- und Eltterthaten reichen
rmss, uns mit Abscheu erfuelli, Die dort elnem
Heroismis zu Grunde llegende schreckllche ﬁrankheit
wirkt wenigstens auf mich so gewaltsam dass ich:mich"
vom blossen Beruehren eines solchen Buchs SGhan an-
gestecikt glaube," Had Hartmann‘presented gruesome (1
pictures of "Herre Heinricﬂs" diseased stabe, Goethe
would have had ground for such a harsh criticism. ,
But this Hartmann has not done, Instead he contlinually
raises the maiden's love to the foreground and keops
the reader sympathetic toward both the sick knight
and the little girl. Instead of repelling descrip~
tions he presents scenes of sympathetic friendship
and love of the "suese"”and her pareﬁts for their
suffering lord, Forrinstance vhen the father asks
"herre Heinrich" aboﬁt his situation and then tells
of his past, one forgets his sores'&nd‘rather hasa a
clear image of the tenant-pair with a deeply con=.
cerned'yet kind facial expression and theig daughter
attentively listening while she sits at her master!'s

"’f”u--——---u-um---q—n—u--—-n--n—

1. Tag u. Jahresheften, 1811 (Werke 32 73
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feet, Tolscher sa&s, "Ueberhaupt, wenn Hartmann
irgendwo seciner Zartheit, seiner Feinhelt wegen des
Ge&ankengehaltes und der maasvollen Behandlung 2zu
ruehmen is}, dann 1st es im’armen Heinrich'. In
conclusion, Hartmann in his "Der arme Heinrich" (1
demonstrates a very simple yet clear sityle of writing
and in an artistic way presenbts scenes of real lio=

diseval life,

L{J
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1. Dr. Toischer, Deor arme Heinrich. p. 21ll.
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De Metric foﬁm and rh yme in -
'Der arme Heinrich",.

The metric form used in "Der arme Heinfidh"
is very simple, Each verse mush‘contain ﬁhrea or
four accontuations composed Of‘strong“and‘weak
syllables, The‘unacéented syllables between the,':w
accented syllables may vary in number. In mcst‘,
cases they are 1imited to one, which determines the
versefoot to be either iambic or trochaic. |

"Ein Ttter so geleret was ‘

Daz er an den bouchen las" \;‘i;(l,
Occaésionally anepestic and dactylic versefeet 
occur., In some instances the unaccented syllables
are miscing altogether, ‘ | |

"Ein loch gande vant" | | B ¢
Regularly two ﬁerses ﬁhyme with each other in
couplet form, This rhyme is either feminine or
magculine according to the ending of}the verses,
Similarly as thne feminine-rhyme, three sgllable~‘
words, whose second syllable bears the accent and
is short (A & u/), may be used as a feminine rhyme.‘

1, "Der arme Heinrich“. 11, 1~2 £f.
2, "Der arme Heinrich". 11. 1230
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( querftigen : verzigen ). On'thé other hand, the
masculine rhyme composed of words, whose first
 8yllable is long, bears two accents,

"dienstman was er ze Ouwe,

“er nam im mange shcouve," (1
The poem is not divided into stanzes but Instead
is divided into paragraphs. (2
3t o o e o e e e o om0 e

1. "Der arme Heinrich" 11. 5-6 f£f.
2 W. Toischer, Der arme Heinrich., P. 35.



CONCLUSTIOTN.

Since I have endeavored to anslyze
dhe thought-content of "Der arme Heinrich” -
6n1y so ruch discussion has been aﬁ.otted :
the treatment of the ot;n.er aspects of the
poem as will ‘give the' thesis an‘vappearance |
of cormleteness, |

In my study I have found that Hartmenn
is doeply sincere and Christian in his

views, and that he knows how to present his

‘thoughts in a highly poetic way, It has been

a delightful and beneficial study.
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