TYE CHANGE IN '7Hn NEWS © STYLE
OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

by

Raymond F. Nichols,A.B,.,
University of Kansas,
1926.

pubmitted to the Department of
Journalism and the Faculty of
the Graduate School of the '
University of Kansas in parte-
iel fulfillment of the reguires
ment of Master of Aris.

Approved by:

(20 Pl

Instructeor in Charge.

e

Head or Chairman of Dept,

June 1928,



CONTERTS

I, INTRODUCTION
Statemen§ of the Problem......civivieviinaavnariananadd
Press ‘Asgociations....,..;...w.....;,...;.........}‘7
Hews5;;,.@:...,;........,...........................13
I1. THE WAR YEARS
The Associated Press Style,lflo....oveveiieiiianinl il
Writing by Rules in‘1916,;;;...........fyﬁ..f....,..29
Simp;e~ﬁews Stories, 1917;;......,........;..c......55
I1I, TSCATE
The End of the War, 1918/...iieiiieiarennesnsseesosedd
Relaxation;1919g...7...,..,ru..,................5...50
LU o = A R B PP +
IV. SICHS OF THF CHAWGE
Melville Stone Resigns, 1921....cu0sveevinrvensenessb
The ¥ew Spirit Gains,lQQE........,..................?l
Feature Leads,l983..iveieiracrsnronressrcstossansssdBd
Purple Phroases, 1024, . ceirrsorensissnssnonssscessoseabld
V. KENT COOPLR
Xent Cooper in Charge,1925{......a....,.............88
Allalpclusive Journalism,l986. e escerarscasesnsessdB
The New Associated Press, 1927....veeseensssosrecesall?
Vi, CONCLUSION

ConclusiononoouOanénhoonbvqonnt.oabol-co-ooooalcl.lag



THE CHANGE IN THE NEWS STYLE
OF 7THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

I
INTRODUCTION

A, Btatement of the Froblewn,

The average reader of today is only slightiy aware of
the extensive and intervesting service that the Associated
Pregs provides for the newspaper he abscrbs over his cup
of coffee, He reads a greal variety of material with little
or no undexstapding of the origin, organization or develop-
ment of the association that furnishes it, and is, of
course, guite ignorant of any'ehaages that may have been
effected in the Associated Press service during ithe past
ten years. In true American Ffashion he sccepts the service
as a part of the modern established order; it satisfles him,
and he forgets it and the part it plays im his life,

The student of the press, on the other hand, sees more
then the mere world of seday mirrored in the Associated
Press dispatches. He goes below the surface of the daily
reports, and to his cribieal eye it is apparent that
chayge has gripped the Associsted Breas. Daily reports of
world eventgw-~pelitical,social,economic, spori,feature,
bumun interestw~-reflect a transformation in the present-

ation of news from the stald congervatism of ten,even



eight years ago, to the aparkling style of today.

It is ﬁh@'inﬁent,of'%his study o discover and describe
what has heppened to the Asseocicted Press during the last
decade, The problem is to show how great a chonge has taken
place in the style of news writing in the Associated ?ress:
that the style of the Associated Press has been influenced
by a more sags&ﬁ@aﬁ&l *school? of writing, the Hearst
school ag exemplified by the Intermntional News Service
and the United Presﬁ,fﬁge;aim,iglﬁo,snew,ﬁh&t in the past
tha,Assoeiated,Ereas,was bhe pergouification of securacy, .
~authﬁntiqity and,cansex#ahiam‘cf,exyresaion: that btodey
the Associated Press may still be fairly accurabe and 8U-
thentic, but it hag become at least as flowery as compete
ing associations, In brief, the Associated Press has oute
Hearsted Hearst,

Eh@ Agsocianted Press undey the managership of Welville
E. Stone frowned on fine writing., Its reports were dull
and dry, but the faﬁfs were thére and if the reader wanted
any color he had to use hig own imaginetion or read the
nore coloeful special dimpatches that supplemented the
Associated Press sbories in the more progperous papers.
Binee 1921 all this hos beecn changed, Todsy the Associated
Press personifies the spirit of the New Age. Nearly every
dispatch is shot through with “human interest® or colorful
writing that shemes the efforts of competing services, Teo

appreciate how marked this change has been ome mugt trace
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the Associated Press and its pure news style under the old
regime from 1914 to 1921 and then follow the development
of its humanr interest style under the new management from
1921 %o the present day. In a word; the study aims to show
that the Associated Press has become a colorful service
that compares with what was foymerly termed sensational
writing in other agsociations,

To do this a debtailed study of the newspapers of the
period must be made. Necessarily the Associated Press dis-
patches of one or more papers must be f@l;owed &éﬁ by day
through the months and years of the period with a view of
studying the news style of the association and of noting
and tracing any change in that style, The main line of
study is confined to the front pages of the papers,since
the ﬁain stories of the day appear on the Iront pages of
the daily journal, Notice is also made of the stories on
other pages, Many stories that are important as far as this
study is concerned are used as filler items on ingide pages,

Since the comteni of the story is usually éontained in
the lend, the main part of the investigation is concerned
with a study of newspaper leads. It is generally true that
the tone of the lead indicates the tone of the whole stoxy,
if one findas stories, of the Associated Press between 1914
and 1920 to be uniformly dull from the lead to the final
paragraph, then the study of stories of that period cen be

based primarily on the leads of those stories, The same .is



true of stories of the later period; if one finds that a
change of style in the lead ig carried through the body of
the story the situdy may be concerned primarily with the lead,
in general, then, the study is concerned with the.opening
paragraphs of stories, but the body of the stories is not
glighted,

Beginning with stories that carried the Associated Press
date line in 1914 the fileg are followed carefully day by
day and examples copied %0,illustrate the points discusgsed,
Each year is summarized and then specific stories given %o
prove the contentions, Wherever poseible stbries are comw
pared with the International Wews Sexvice and the United
Press.ﬁo show either divergence from or adherence to their
styls, ‘

Humerous difficulities lie in the way of ressearch, In
the firet plaee the newspaper files for study are inades
qu@te. in 0o gection of the M¢ddle West are there compleﬁe
files of all the newspapers neeeaa&rg for & tharmugh study.
At the University of Kensas there are no bound files,
excepl the New’Yéik Times which is imadeguate, and all
study must be done in the newspaper section of the Kansas
State Higstorical Library at Topeka, Eveg there the facilis .
tieg are limited, as only a few metrcgoiitan Dapers are
preserved, Practically all the papers on file carry only
the Apsoclated Presslservice,and for that reason it is

extremely difficult to locate stories Dy competing services
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t0 compare with the Assoclated Preas,sﬁoriea-fer corresponds-
ing. days,

Absence of the now. familiar Associated Press line above |
~ebories before the latter part of 1914 makes the study the
more difficult. Few papers-at-thatﬂd&te carried the creds
it line on all Associated Press stories. This fact limits
the research to the files of the S@@jLouis Globe=Demograt,
which begen consistently %o carry the credit line the
latter part of 1914, .

Time was an important element in the study. Location
of the newspapers ab Topeka necessarily limibted the study
‘to occasional weekwends end vacabtion periods; Unhandie
nesg of the big bound volumes of newgpapers wasted untold
minutes,as did the bulky papers themselves, The scatteres
ing of Associated Preés stories through the opening pages
of the pspers made the research a problem of search,

' 'The newness of the topic made the study the more dAiffi-
cult; Absence of .any knawn’a?ficleﬁ-ox papers on the subs
Ject made the study almost entirely one of exumination
and eompariéon qﬁ newspaper stories, Likewise, all infor-
mation on the organization and policies of the Associated
Preps are seabtered and it is through extremely good fors
tghe that one locates references here and there that help
in the compilation of the basic work. The study is based
almost entirely on originel sources.

in the face of such ¢odds the main work has been 4is



reched and aided by valuable suggestions from z number of
rersons, The.faculty ef the departmént'of‘jﬁurnalis@~of the
University of Kansas has given valuable suggestiens for the.
reseaxrch, I aeknowledée'special helpful suggestions from |
Prof, L,N.Flint and Dr, Helen 0. Mabin of the department,
who have directed the research and suggested lines of ine--
vestigation., I am greatly indebied to the librarian of the .
Kansas State Historical Library for use of the newspaper

files for my stbudy.



B, Press Associations

The public demand for news today is almos? insatiable.
The daily paper that sells on the sireet must report all
the happenings of the wor;d,'ﬁgvgeqqxe this complete cover-
age of news sources of the world is costly to a newspaper
and none but the lgxgest,qgn hqpe tq’reporﬁ‘inaependently
the signifiqant‘happen;ngs of the compass. Only through
the aevelcpment of & co-operative system of news gathering
agencies has the ngwgpape: peen,able to sqpyly tyia demand
for all the news at a reésanab;e cost,

Presy apsociations cover the world as the newspaper's
stafi ecygrs'tpe home town, Newspapers aim tg repprt o5~
senf@al occurences in the home town and leave all outside
events to the press associations, The larger part of the
news on the front page of the c%ty paper of today bears
some press aﬁsqcigtion qredit liné,

Press assoclations pxist in competition with one another
Just as newspapers exist in competition with one another,
Three associations lead in the country todsy, namely the
Associated Press, the United Press and the International
. Hews Service, The Unitgd Press serves mainly the Scrippse
Howard newgpaperé and the International ﬁewg serv;ga serves
the Hearst papers, but’both serviees are sold extensively
ﬁo‘newspaperﬁ all over the qountry. The Asaqqiaﬁed Prees;
however, is a cqeoberaﬁive assoqiabion which distributes

news to members only.



Pregs aasociationﬁléévelopé@-eaxly in the histonykof
new&papers in this couatry. it was prmaf to 1850 that what
wes known as the Hew York Aasac;aued Press book foxm. This
was a ¢o~operat1va,effort;af,sxaa‘ai»exwards BEVEN , NeWTw
papers of Eewvrork'cityrﬁa ggther ngws,for thely common
benefit, From time to time they took on c¢lients in other
cities and sections, souetimes as groups and somctimes as
indiyi@uala,”tﬁg‘relat;on’of t@g Wew York Associated Press
to the others being simply that of a vendor of news, a
part-of the gonsidera;icn beigg ﬁhg furniéhing of news Ly
clients to thé dom&naﬁiﬁg ofganiaaﬁion.-In,lSBE'the West-
ern Assoclated Presﬁ, a Michlgan corporation und au531a1¢xy
of the Hew York COmMPANY , pevolted and refused to be sub=
Jected to the domination of the VEeW'Yark organiza%ion; The
Wwal was soon ended and an agrecuwent patched;ug for conduct
of the joint uusxnsab by & aonmlttee. Business progressed
and the assoclation prospered. From- time %o time competing
,organiz&iions‘apyeared and one, the United Press, really
gxew‘im@ortant. It soon became evident that the operations
of th@lﬁew York and the Western Associated Press were being
conducted in cloae‘narmony.with the United Proéss,There was,
in fact, téo much harmbﬂy, and in 1891 it dévélqped that
there was nqt @nly an ggreement for the exchange of news
betwebn.the Joiat commitiee of the allied Asaaclated Iressas
and the United Press, but that a majority of the members

of the joint committee and the general manager hdd become



stockholders and had a financial interest iﬁxthewnnited
Press, which was rapidly growing more éﬁ&,m@re ProSperous,
The Western Associated Press diregtors took, action to cans
cel steps made by the eammittas.iThé Hew York,orgahization
had been 80 d@éply undermined that it passed out of existe
ence in g sk art time, the United Press superceding 4ﬁ el
tirely and its owneps {Ghe seven New srk;nungpayera) and
.cli@nts-allabeeame cliients and gome of them shockholders
of'the United Fress. During this periocd an agreement had
been made for é working combination bézween the Western
ﬁésﬁéiaﬁed Pregs and the United Press, uunder which broad~
1y the United Press wap to condrel the Iust and the Associ-
ated rr@as the vest of the eountry. In this situation, in
February, 1893, lessrs, Lawson, napp and DriseollQ the
executive committee of the new Associated Press, an Illi-
nois corporation which was to succeed the Western Associ-
ated Press, cawe to New York %o execute the contracts agreed
wpen, bui were met by Willlam Laffen of the Sun,hwno spoke
for his associates; with & peremptory re@u&iaticﬁ of the
asgreement and a demand that certain money be paid vefore
the close of bunking hours. that day, in the default of
‘whighgagryiee to the West and South would be art off, The
Associated Presp directors refusged . to meet. the demand wheréw
upon the United Press refused to negotiate -further for the
sale of services,

The Aescc¢iated Press thereupon took the aggressive and
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on Sept. 7,1893, began its‘own independent éervice of
world news, Uelfille T. Stone, who took the reing of mane -
egement in Mareh of that year, aﬁranged for exchange-éer~
vige with various Buropean news agencies, The extension
was carried to the Hast and papers were gradually won over
in the principal ¢ities, Year by year the Associated Press
membership increased and the Unitéd Press decreased, until
early in 1897 various fruitless conferences between op-
posing leaders took place. The conflict ended on April 8,
1897, when by an overwhelming vobte by the United Press
directors that concern withdrew, There fallowed:a scramble
to secure mewbership in.the Associated Press, For a short
time the life of the Asaaciated\Press was tranguil, but a
large cloud was on tﬁé horizen. The Chicago Intex-Ocean
was charged with violation of one of the ﬁyalaws «w the
secvion in question having been upheld in seweral couris.
Pergisting in the vielation the Inter~Ocean wag expelled,
whereupon it sought reinstatement through the Illinois
courts, The decisions of the lower courts and the appele
late court were in favor of the Assoeciated Press and the
case was carried to the supreme court of the state. On
Feb., 19,1900, the astounding decision of the Illinois
supreme court was given that rendered the asgociaﬁian a
common carrier that must serve aﬁy applicant, The decigion
wag made on the ground Qf;&;ﬂlauae in the original charter

authorizing the erection of %elegraph poles, a procedurs



il
nevey contemplated ag far as any of the members knew and
although unexercised this potential power made the ozgan~
ization a common cargier. After investigation and legal
advice the dirvectors disbanded the compesmy and reorganized
under the Wew York laws %o secure the protectlon of their
éssential right to furnish service o mambers‘cnly.villi»
nols wembers Jjoined the Wew York organization and the:gq;pew
ration began operation eniaépt.‘SQ;lgﬁsa

The Aasociated-?zess ig & co=operative news gathering
and distributing agency composed, on June 1,1827, of
RMOTNing, evening and sSunday newspapers aéatﬁ&raafall over
the world,mainly in the Unitad States, Et.h&a 145,000 miles
of leased wives forming a network acrcsé th@ continent,
and hag exclusiva~exchanges cantraets with foreign agencles
for its foreign éefvice; It has no capital stock, mukes no
profit, declares no dividends. Its revenues are derived
from weekly assessments levied upon its members by the
aatu&riél nethod with a view to tha-ju;t determinaticn of
the cost of ﬁhg gervice to cach member, The revenues reach
an annval aggregate of approximately $8,000,000 gnd the
number of words tranemitted daily at the lmportant offices
iz more than 95,000 or the equivalent of sixty
columng of the average newspaper,

Tach member of the aﬁsociation'contxibuﬁeg exclusive=
1y to the organization the news of its imnediate vicinity

free of charge,and the association has its news protected
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from appropriation by other agencies. 4 decision of the
United States Supreme Couzt im 1917 in & suit brought by
the Associated Press against the International Wews Service
for épén ap@rbpria%ioﬂ”6f its news was in favor of the
Associated Press,and the misappropriation of its property
ig now férbiddeﬁ bﬁ’in;ﬁﬁétipn;“Assdéiated Pregs memberships
are highly %aiﬁed; gome selling in rgcemﬁ years for as .
much as $500,000, Due to the protest clause members may
successfully prevent sale of gembership in the association
to rewspspers in their competitive districts Ly exercising
their right of protest, This limits the number of papers
using the service in any town or district,

As a protest ageinst this theory the United Press has
develoﬁed and expanded, The present arganizatién9 founded
in 1907 by the late E.W.,Scripps, on the principle that the
collection and distribubion of news should be non-exclusive,
hag for 21 years stood as a bglwark against‘the Associated
Press threat of news monopoly. The United Erésa opposes ény
form of news monopoly as & national menade. It is 2 business
orgenization thet exisie mainly to serve Scripps-~Howard
newspepers buy whick also offers its services to any papers
that care to subseriBe. When tﬁe Scripéé—ﬁowawd organizat-
ion purchases a paper 1%t inshalls the United Presg service
at ones, refusing the Associated Press gervice if the paper
happened to have an AP franchise. Conseguently sll Scripps«

Howard newspapers use ounly United Press service,.



€. News

The scope of news today ;a‘iﬂtéﬁn&tienalvand COSmOPOLe
itan, It émbraces the aetiﬁities of all elagses, races,
creeds and n&ﬁions; Intern@ﬁionai, nationa te and local
events vie with one aﬁqﬁber:£0m front'PaSe posatioma, The
heppenings in the far Nortlhern icélands or the events in
dark Afriean jungles are a8 much sgurbes of news today as
the'actiﬁitiés of the 0ld home ﬁdwn,‘Thé musual or. inteys
eating thing that heppens in'51berié is indeed news as much
a8 oud Comgreseional affairs, Grandfather‘read the papers
to see what had been happering in the wbrla the past few
months; father read the papérs tc sée what went on‘yestera
day and 1&S§ week; we reéd‘thg papers %o aaéfﬁh@t is happen=
ing today, almost at the veiy instant. And bj\the time we
finiah?re&ding our paper another edition moy be on the sireed
with later news. Timeliness is move than ever an essential
of néwga |

Americe is turning méore and more to tlhe newspaper. The
girculation of the daily is increasing at & rate considers’
ehly graater thant the gopvlatlon. Over the ézx year
yeriod endlag with 1927 the gain in the morning clrculatu

don was 49.3 percent, in the evenlng BB perean% and in
1
the Bunday 5542 percentinerica ghquldwb@ the.best ine-

formed nation on the globe with her é?afagé d&ily #irgu-

. Y. Bditor and Publl gherp Inﬁernatzonal Yearbook Numbew,
Wﬂb £8,1928, pp. 17,
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lation, inI19E?gﬂo?‘3?,96§,75$; and an average Sunday
circulation of 265,469,037, The gignificanGE'Qf theae
Tigures lies in the fact that, according to census fige
ures, the UnifedyStateg hgs-26,69?,20@'dwellings, housing
24,351,676 familiewn., On this basis‘the natign has an ave
erage Qf'almost'two daily papers for each dwelling and a
Sunday paper for cvery femily,

News is the sime quo non of the newspaper, The newg«
paper exists to publish the mem@dihy'we term news, and
to the extent that it satisfies the publie appetite it
succeeds in its purpose., News 3ndgmenﬁ comes from years of
experienceyand most men find it diffiault to give a brief
definition of the term, The old time definition, explaine
ing news as the accurate and timely recital of the day's
significant happenings, no longer holds. The sphere of
news has go greatly broadéened that a new interpretation
mugt be fouﬁd,

The egsentials of news, it is generally agféed, are
timelinesgs, significance and general interest, but these
terms by neo moans define news in the wmodern sense. A
definition c¢hosen by the uhanim@us vote of thyee judges
of distinetion in the Wew Yoxk Scheol of Sogcial Research.

in 1927 covers the subject fairly ﬁell H

Yews is a perishable commidity,distributed
by the newspapers, marketed fresh daily for

L.ibid.
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¢omsumption by the literate mind, It
constitutes a written presenuatlon of
the events of the world, the nation,

‘the Stote, and the city in 5l1l fields

of inteliectual and emotional intérest,
such events being of sufficient imporitance
ssaaally,@eenumxc&ll;$ p@l&tl@mllﬁ,ﬁ&&@ﬂ-
tifically or ilndividually, to engage the
attention of vast numbers of ‘people,.Like
sny other commedily, its careful prep-
aration, the quality of its ingredients,
the integrxty of its purpose, veflect
eredit or discredit upou the honor of ite
purveyors, Substitutes for txuih, or
adulieration of factsy cheapening of
method in the "manufacture?® of news,
congtitute abuse of public trust and
threats against the health of the public
mind.l

&s hrought oul in this definition the essentlials of
uwews include mix points s (1) that it is & perishable
commodity 3 {2) that it covers events in all parts of the
world;(3) that it is timely;(4) that it interests a large
number of peopley (8) that it is truthiul and aceurate; -
{6} that it is siguificani.intercsting,dramatic or sppsalw
ing,

This means that news value rests on the number intere
eésted and the intenglty of that interest., From the view
point of {the modern school circulabion is the definite

oals Colorful ajiractive writing is the means justified
in sttaining inerensed circulation, It is mob the so~
called sensational press, but rather a colorful press
somewhere between the old conservative Associated Press
and the sensational Hearst school. The aim of the modern

school has been apparently to inject life snd colow into

17 Bditor snd Tybiisher,April 30,1087, Pp. 100,
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the report oflthe dzy's evenis, with increased readed
_"intgxéSﬁ ag the godl. Téﬁ“yegrs‘ageiihis“newvépirit“qas
represented by the Enternatidnal Wews Service and fhe '
ﬁnited Preasg, The maiﬂAne§$ faptors of that school nay
now be briefly considered,

Fews, first of all‘in,the new sechool, is a commodity,
Without it the newspaper could not exist. The editor's
Job depends on getting out a paper that people will buy.
The better it sells the bigger ﬁhe'$uccess‘0£,#ha(@aper;
the legs it'aells the nearer he goes to the poorhouse., If
one.aditar doesn't get all the news his competitor will,
with conseqguent increased favor and circulation =-- and
circulation draws advertising. News is a commodity that
editors gather %o sell to an inquisitive and sympathetic'
public while the news is gtill fresh, It is a perishable
comugodily and must be merketed at once, News must be
printed before a rival paper gets it, or it will be worthe
lesgs,

Vews tells the publi¢ what is happening at all points
of the compzus, In this sense it follows the origin of .
the term i1tself, derived from the fours points of the
compass -~ NEWS. It tells the who ,what,wshere, when and:
why of the day's events. In a sense the commouplace is
not news; but the startiing apd unusual is neﬁﬁ.whe nosh
commonplace story can gensrally be told by an experieuced

writer so that it will have a wide appeal. If it has a
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bincture of human interest im it he will bring it out. So
maﬁyrhhings happen eech dey thet no newspaper may hope o
print all of them, The newspaper man must decide what is
not end whot is not. Campati;iennamcng,newspapers and the
publication of frequent editions increase the necemslty
for the latest ewg,with the result tﬂmt every rcporn@x is
on the walch for a tip that will make a aoad or an 1nt&reat~
ing story, The editor may mot try to f£ill his sheet with
crime and Pcandal, but subcodsciously he knows. that you
WUST get the thrill, Ie selects storiss for their ap@eal,
and news in ﬁhiﬁ sense may bg sald to be manufagtureﬁ.

Humdrum rguﬁinc whets the appetite for breaks in the

monotony of regnlarity. It is the departure from the nore
mal that atiracts attention, Vielations of lauw and order,
notable achievements in science, new records in athleties,.
heroic action, new inventions, engincering feats, accidents
and wiezpected ccourences ~- all are dspartures from the
normal course,and s such gaitisfy the degire for somes
thibg different from the usual round of life. Almost any
ewent offers some uwnusual phase that any zZood reporier casn
emphaslze,and the woy the reporter haﬁdles it determines
the interest the story will have for the public. The human
gide of events ig ynat 1ntercst ,“readers~ mogt,and it ig
this interest in the fate of our follow*men that the newga-
paper capitalizas.

The more a story ties up with the dndividual veadex
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the preater #alae it hse, Peoyie in general arve interested
in snything that effects their welfsre, concerms their
&ﬁaaaiatiéng ﬁ@ﬂ-fﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁhigg, gxeiten their cuviesity or
stire their emetions, An mv@m% in the Fur Bueb ey be ire
directly inderventing to 3 reader throwgh his assoglations,
It moy be either trivisl or isporbtont, but it wust strike
o respensive cho¥d in the veader Yo be¢ a good shoxy in ithe
nedeyn senge. Children, asnimpels, &mﬂﬁ&m&ﬁtﬁlﬁﬂé hobbiet,
logal alliunsions, prominent pevsons snd hamé and bupiness:
intereaty oll have the human interesy appeal.and for that
reagon are good material for news stovies of ﬁhﬁ'maé@?n
kind, The new sghool writes humen interest into the coumons
pvlage,

irculstion,then, 1z 'the basis of the new sehonk of
Hearst followers. The two keys to mews value in the school
aré : will it interest readers, and will i% sell paper:n.
Yhe pohool sees the nﬁﬁ@papgxw&éﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁpawﬁmant gtoze wine
dow, The store that mekes the most ativaciive displey of
eyticles thet the shepper nsy wish is the stove that is
going to do the biggest business. Likewise the NEWBRRPer
that has the wost news %old in the some avbroctive way
will seeuxe the largest circulation, In ordew to seeurs
thip an eppend puph be mode $o the grest working part of
the population. To appeal fto them it must necesserily be
simple, interesting and atirective. It muet be emobtional

‘xather then intellectusl, The news must be colorful. The
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tired miner, elerk,housewife,bus dfiVﬁT;QQﬂdﬂGtOE‘Qfllaberf
er finds little entertainment in the average story d¢f an -
eeonomig,aoﬁfareuce,or & nggyessi9nal committee report ;
kb wants the peper that puts human interest into the day's
Jheppenings, thai coﬁverts news fips imto thriliing stories
of the dasy's heppeaings. The news must be interesting or
srmusing; it must strike at the basic instinects of\ﬁaﬂ.Tra
paper musgt gpeak in the language of the peoplg‘and keep
pacs witﬁ the modern age., Iveryihing must be flawvored,
, The.iﬂﬁtincﬁ of curiaait&land‘hungeryfor thrills dewands
gatisfaction,and the newgpaper that éomgs nearest to fille
ing that demand wins the race,
To summarize, we may say that the new scﬁool aims at
le~Increased givculation,
Re=Bmotional rather than intellectual appea;.
S+=HBelection of news to interest the masses,
é*#&pea&ciu@ in the language of the people,
Su«~Coloriul,interesting,human interest and feabure
stories,
6=-Stories of departure from the normsl,
Y==Thrill and sensstion, in & mild way.
This is the new school, the followers of fhe old
Hearst sensationallem. It is based on artificial stim-

ulation, emotlional appeal, and modern psychology.
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THE WAR YEARS

For the purposes of this study the Assoclated Press
gtories are studied by yeafe; The first period covers
the greater part of the World ﬁar, from 1216 to 191Y
inclysively. It introduces the reader to the style of
the AP, as the association ig commonly called on account
of the logotype eredit letiers used 3? many member papers.
In the period one becomes acguainied with the old AP and
t@e style of writing. | S

In this period the Associated Press was the standard of
conservative writing; it gave only the facts and left the
‘readér to supply color from his imggination. Leads were
uniformly dﬁll and 1ong,and often followed & formal pate
tern. Opening sentences stated all the news facts at
length and then explained them in detail, The practice
of giving the autherity for all statements in the opening
phrases made the leads too often ambiguous.

Opposed to this conservatism was the fxeedom;of come
peting services, which bound its reporiters by me rules
and allowed them to tint their wide range of gtories
With attractive color phrases. %hare the AP was careful
and conservative, the International News Service and the
United Press were bold and picturesque, The new spirit
occasionally found its way into the AP dispatches,but a

eombination of the old and new wes genérally ineffeetive,
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A. The A,P. Style , 1915,

Prior to0 the opening of the World War the Associabed
Pregs dispateches were hard to idehtify, as few of them
carried the now-familiar by;line; The few stories so ié'
dentified were limited to straight news reporte of sig~
nificant happenings of the day; All gtories were Written
according o set rules and standards that led the AP to
be known as the persenification of accuracy, authentic
reports, complele uncolorved stories. The intent was obvie
ously to give the main happenings of the day, but to give
only tke faets without biasg or color. Storvies were general;
1y short, bub complete and in general dry and dull to ex-
ces&g,

It was the period of conservative careful writing.

Long dull leads,  cayeful statement of fact and credit for
such statements, absence of flowery phrasing, lack of all
feature material and human interest paragraphs and brief.
reporis of crime and scandal characterized the AP_atories;
The agsocistion was truly meintaining ite dignity.

The war naturally checked the development of any tend-
ency to a freeiar news style in the Associated Press., The
custom and necessity of war cenmsorship ;imited the stories
in content and fixed the news atyla,‘especially the ieads.
The study shows that stock leads-seemed to exist for all

reports of an offlicial nature,and that was aboul the only
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news allowed to come across the water fo the United States.
Even stories of unusugl interest and feature possibilities
foliowed the consexrvative AP standardsg, Direct. cuotation
leads were unusual, War reports were charecherized by a
stock lead, such as :

Furthey 1nf0rm@t1qn hws been ebtalned by nhe ‘o
The affiaial statemcnb given eu% today by~—~ %&ld ‘e
General headquarters staff says ...

Opinion was c¢xpregsed here foday...

An example of the ofﬁieial statement shows the effect
o censérship on the Formal qualified statement,and illus-
trates the propagande motive behind the average war siory.
The cerrespondent by-line in the AP story below i# an ue
nigue exception %o the asaeciation rules ;

By erderack Palmer
Gorreapondent at thé Fronmt in France
for the Associated Presgs. ‘
British Headquarters in Franee, via London,daxch 20,=w
It wag in the drawing room of the house in which
he makes his office that Field Marshal Six John
French, commander~in-chief of the British expe-
ditionary foxces on the ccntanent, regeived the
correspondent today and digcussed the military
situation. Before the convarsation was over the
British commander, answering a gquestion concern-
ing the result of the war, said;

"Indeed there is no doubt of the outcome,I wag
never so confident of victory as I am’ today. I
am a8 confident as General Grant was when hé took
gommand of the army of the Poltomac, He kept at
it apd so shall we.".... .

Corvespondents reached thelr goals usually by indirect
nethods. The heart of the lead was often burieﬁ‘under 8

long explanatory opening phrase, Thia ig well illustrated
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in a German propaganda stery with a Berlin date lines

Berlin, via London,April 1.--Dr, Von
Bethmann~Hellweg, the imperial chancellor,
who -spoke at the Bismarck centenary-celebrat~
ion in the Reichstag today sald ¢

"What Bismarck ereated no Genman will allow
to be destroyed. Our enemies are raging around
the empirve, bub we w111 beat them,.,.."

The general handling of war news is best shown in the
treatmentfaf the ‘most important war story of 19154 %0
Amertem at least, the pinking of the 11ﬂer Lusztanza off
the Qaasﬁ af Ireland with a number of fmerican aassengers
on board. The first report of - thie dﬁuastex was incompletbe
and vague, far from the modeyn report of any event in any
secbion of the world todasy. The lead of the first stoxy
quietly related the facts withoult any attempt to excite
the publie, a method perhaps as effective ig ong seuse as
the modern ballyhoo‘lead‘;~

London,Hay 7.--The Cunard line steamer Lusia
tania, from Hew Yerk lMay 1 for Liverpool, with
1263 p@ssengers on board, was torpedced at:
about 2 o'clock this afterncon about ten miles

off eld Heady Kunsdaie,lreland, and later went.
down.,

It is b@lxeved that the passengers are pafe,
a}though 'a:lete dispatch from Quecnstown says;
o Some dead amd injured of the Lusitanis ave
being brough+ ashore, with the suxvlvoxs. s

" The story the next day, instead of stating the poss-
1ble loss of 11£e in the first phrase, burxea the main
news uader an explan&tory clause; |
Queenstdwn,ﬁay 8,~~-A steward in the firét
boat which landed here said he feared 900

lives were lost by the sinking of the Lusie
tanla....(repart of what the ate&amd saw, )
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Three days later a statement by & public official of
note as to the probable conseguence of the Lusitania dise
aster appeared with the usual stock lead that gave the
authority for the statémehﬁ before the news itself :

Chicago, I1l.,¥ay 1l,~=«Jazcob M, Dickiunson,
'secretary ef war under President Taft,made
the following statement here today: .

"1 regard the possibilities arising from
the degtrucition of American lives on the
Lusitania a8 even more momenbous to the

- nation than thoge involved in the e¢ivil war,!

The news report of & reply from Germany o this govern=
ment 's demanda in connection thh the Lusitania tricd to
give all the newa«~~the whu,what,when,where and why~~1n
one sentences

Berlin,May 30,~-~CGermany withholds its final
decision on the demands advanced by the United
States government in connection with the sink-
ing of the Lusitania, uatil the reeelpt of an
answer from the United States to the note which
Herr von Jagow, the foreign mlnlster, today
delivered to Ambassadar Gerard, in reply to
the American note received by the German
government on May 15, ,

One would expect that the report of -the committes
appointed to investigate the charge of the outrages al~
leged to have been commitbed by Germsn troops during the
war would make an interesting story with ankenlighﬁéning
lead, but such was not the czse, The news, the findings
of the committee, was buried four paragraphs under the
dry uninteresting lead, The pame piactiﬁe existed in nat-
ional news. Events of an tnusual nature were méported with

the same simplieity and formality as the war stories,and
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tgalgfﬁeﬁ:with:amhiguous leads, Extreme giﬁ@liezty,xatﬁ
times not. the least ineffective, characterized the sto¥ies
of promiunent persons. When President Wilson announced his
engagement to Mrs, Galb; an event of a ceantury that the
AP of ﬁ@&ay.waula make much. of, the press reporied the '
fact aimplyé‘&lﬁhough in whorier sénten@es.thanuordinary:

Washington,Oct.6,s-+Pregident Wilson tonight .
announced his engagement to rg, Norman Galb
of Washington, .

The date of the wedding has not been ilked,
but it provably will take place in December at
the home of the bridcwelect. _

The report cf the marrlage was gimplicity itself.
Fovmaliﬁy characterLzed the shnrt deaarlptlon.of the Gdlt
home and the simple wedding ceremony. Coloxful werd picte
ures of the modern AP writezé wefe absent, The lead'was
conservative, to say the least } '

Waghington,Dec, 18.~wPregident Wilson and lixs,
Edith Boling Galt were married heke at 8:30

o'clock tonight with a simple cervemony. spoken
in the bride’s home in the presence of less
then thirty guests, vlrtually all of whom were

relatives, ,

A demege suit ageinst a former president of the United
States would offer untold possibilitiés to a modern AP
reporter; the AP writer held to the AP thumb rule in
reporting the trial of mﬁeedarq Roosevelt who was charged
with libelous sﬁéteﬁents by a ﬁew-Ybrk politician, The
daily vepurt of the trial was 1ong, with the uaual dull
lead., BEven the V@le@ﬂ of the Jury brought- forth no change

of tone ; the AP retained its dignity and 5tated the results
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in characteristic simpligity s

Syraause,ﬂ V. WMoy 22,w--Twelve men ehesen

as a Jjury to ﬁetermlne whether Thecdore Roose
relt damageﬁ William Parnes when he charged
that he worked through "cofrupt alliance
‘between crooked business and_crooked politice”
and that he was "corrupily allied with Charles
¥, Murphy of Tammeny Hall," today returned &
verdict in favor of the former president.

The pieturesque sanity trial of Hoiry K. Thaw in: July
1015 gave the AP writers chunces for feature writing.
They néglaetéd thege ep@gxiuniti&s‘in reppguing,thexttiai,
but in & story of Thaw's procedure twu'dayg later they did
injeet a livelier tone into ﬁh@‘;egél although retaining
the long opening sentence that aimed at giving all the
facts 3

Wew York, July ;4.~~-Harry K. Thaw was

 deg¢lared ﬁane by & Jury today, which for
nearly three weeks lisitened %o testimony given
on the Supreme Court here before Justiee
Peter Hendrick, Forty-eight minutes were
consumed aend two ballots taken in re&chlng
a verdict,

New York, July 16, un-ﬁarry K, Thaw shook off
the grip of the law today, motored down Broade
way to the applause of admirers, eroeaed the
ferry to Jersey City, bade the sherif £ good~by
and whirled away taward Philadeliphia, wzth his
leading a procession of aubomobiles Filled with
newspapermen under arderu to stay with ham.

One of %hﬁ biggest 5t9rlea of th@ year, the Bastland
lake steamer disasber in Ghicago in July 1915 received
the same scant and dignified news treatment, The lead was
espeeaally lonﬁ aﬂd anvclved,nging all the fm t8 of the

' atcwy in one sentence davoid of cclmr,phrasing 3



Chiecago,July 24.,--=More than a thousand,pogsibly

13040, most of them women and children, were
drowned today within a few feet of land by
the capisizing of +the steel steamer Ragitland
ag it was about te leave its wharf in the
Chicago River with 2500 relatives and friends
of employees of the Western Electric¢ Company
for an excursion agregs Lake Michigan. The.
ship rolled ober on its side in 26 feet of
water within a few minutes after it began to
list,

To show that the Associated Press was thé only news
pexvice employing the cqnservatave news style éne haa
only bo read dampatchen fron ﬁhe other. two «ﬁﬁoelatmoas.
When the celebrated Fogd Pgace Ship left New York in
December 1915 the flowery Interpationmal Hews Bervice.
writer made the best of his oppartuﬁity and wrcté a
feature naﬁs,story, mich frecier end move colorful than
the staid AP report: "

New York,DeL. 4, ~==Cheers and tears floéded
Hoboken's water front this aftermoon whén the .
Ford peace expedition sailed for Furope. William
Jenngngs Bryan stood on the énd of the througed
dogk waving a red rose ané.murmuring, "God
bless you,® .

Beside Bryan staod Thamas A. Edison. and Ifrs
Pord and her son Edsal. Behind these stood
10,000 howling men and women, And out of these
10, 000 one map went insane and jumped into
the W@t@ro

He. jumped szying he'd swim behxnd the ship

to ward off torpedoes, Public opinion wes
forcing him te do it, he said,...

Two stories of Zepplin raids in Burepe by the AP and
the UP show the contrast in the genevel style of writing
employed by the rival companies, The AP gave only the

facts in the straight news f@rm; the UP writer whote

2%
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feature stoxy with humen intevest in it. The two stories
are given bolqw, the . Aswoelatcd rep@rt flrﬂt $

Parlsg Maxch dl.-n-Zepglxn alrshapa ralded
Paris early. this morning and dropped a doXen
bombs, but the damage done was wnimportent, . .
Seven or eight persons were. injured,; hut only
one serigusly. Four of the. aircraft. started for
the capital, following the Valley of the Oisey
put only two reached their goal, Uissles were
dropped at Compiecgne, Ribecourt and Dreslin- .
cours, but ‘without serious result&....‘ :

W.G Shepherd

. Corregpondent of United Press -

- London, Sept.ll.+««It ig Wednesday nlgit,ﬁept
8. Above the din of the orchestra there .-
sweeps over the theater a cavermous "Boom BX, "

#Zepplin, "whispered a pretty girl sitting .
next to a Scotch officer,

"o, yeu hear him whisper,"it's a door
baﬁgiﬂg. He's lying, and knows it.

“zapplin,Zepglin," the whlspur runs Lhrcugh
the audience. :

- XIf you kunew what wag’ transpzrxng in the
Skreect you'd be out there, instezd of waliting
-£or the last act to end, Such scenes are being
enacted out there as the old town of London,
in all its rich thauaaad»year hzstory, ever
pefore heheld.

The eurtain goes down, You File out ®f the,
theater into a crowded street. Traffic is at a
standstill., A millien cries make a subdued .
roar. Seven million peOple of the biggest city
in the world stand gazing into the sky from
the darkened streets.
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B. Writing by Rules in 1916

The year 1916 marks‘little.change~ingthenAP writing.
Vews from the war front and stories. of bbe Germdn sube
marine. warfare. received the s&me matter»of~iaet txeatu
ment as bhej had the yeab before, and, only. an dlsasters
that cencerned lives of Amermcan eitizens were the atUrieﬁ
emphaslzedm E&tlonal atsrles centlnu@d to gave the five

Wts in the first sentence‘ otorles of. unusuum hdppenlngs,'
of &eclden%s and disasters, of Mex1can baa&xt ralds, of
unugual floods offered the AP apportunlqy fqr expans;on,
which it handﬁes in its usual quiet way. The fleld of the
AP was extended considerably, hut;the‘news style remained
the same, 6ppuseﬁ to this concervatism the United Press
and the Intermational News Service continued to give
breezy reports of all kinds of happenings. Their stories
were filled with life and vigour that the AP sgorned;

At the time aof thé nabiénal‘president;al~n@minating
conventions in 1916 the AP and 1S carried contrasting
stories of the Republicen and Progressive conventions,
The AP report is characterized by a formal lead,and care=
ful statement ¢f faect while that of the IHS‘is‘f@lled with
descriptive and impressionistic phraseé of the writer:

Chigago,I1ll.,June lO~-(AP)-~Ch&rieﬁ Evang Hﬁghes
former governor of New York,and until today Jjuse
tice of the Supreme Court of the United States,was
today nominated Bor the presldency by the Republlc-
an National Convention, -

Charles Warren PFairbanks,of Igdlana,electe& vicew

president with Roosevelt in 1904,again was chosen
.Ior secondl place on the Republlean ticket,



Auditorivm,Chicego, 1L, yJune 10 je« [INS)ewn

Colonel Roogevelt wasg nominated itoday by

the Progressive National Couventior after

four days of uproar ard tumult, in which

the delegates never wavered in allegilance,’

nor cast a pagsing glance upon another man,

Another contrasgt is afforded in the leads of stories

by the two assoclations on the possibility of war with
HYexico over the Villa bandit raids in June,1916. The INS
gave the probability as a statement of fact, but the AP
carefully qualified the report by giving the‘auﬁhority for
it s

Washingbon,June 17,--{IWS)--The United States
ig on the brink of war with Mkico,

Sen Antonio,Texes,June 17,««{AP)-=War
between the United States and NMexico was
regarded by officers at army headguarters
here tonight as almost inevitable,
Serious floods in the South in July received litile
notice after the first two days: Although the high waters
~lasted only three days, be;ng«of‘shortew duration than the
Wissiseippi floods eleven years laber, the AP gave only
gshort fact reports of them, If the damage done was ag
great as the stoly stated the floods were an event that
the modern writer would have tréated extensively today.
Whatever chance for feabture writing the Villa raid on
Columbus, New lexico, in March, 1916, may have.affoxded the
Associated Press overlooked it., The event was told in
simple language ; such an event today would be told iﬁ

colorful words quite different from the simple involved

story of 1917 :
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Columbus,N.M.,March 9,~-<¥rancigeo Villa, out-
lawed Jex;gan %an@zt, raided. Unlﬁed Statey terrs
itory today,and with 500 men atitacked Columbus,
killed at least sixteen Americans Znd fired mdny
buildings before He was driven back acToss the
international burﬁex,..a.;‘ L : _

(And 250 words later ).
Led to the attack under the, vlogaﬂ,*"ﬁe&th

to the Americans,® Villa's followers: fought with
desperation. Jusi. be¥ore. dawn. th@y crept along
ditches skirting the United States cavaliy camp
and dashed into the. sleeping tawnafirlng rapidly.

The first volley broughbt Ameriecan troops into
~almost instant actien. While a portion of the -
raiders sngaged cavalxymen, others detailed Yy
the bandit chieftain began applying the torch
and shooting American civilians who ventured from
the buildings., Lights in homes and, publle brilds
ings immedl&telj became targets for anigera ’

- posted at Villa's directions.. Other bandits,

. ereeping cloge to Amerxcan homem, enticed a
number of eivilisns into theigpen with Englishe~
gpoken invitationes, 4 rambcr of fatalities were
attributed to this ruse.

{And 100 words later,senaational lead)
Failure of the machine guns to work at the
crucial time, when most needed at the beglﬁning

~of the fighting, is the cause attributed for:
the epcape of the Villa band across the border
and also for the relatively small lcss of life
awong them, according to Private Thomas Bartou,
of the Hospital Corps, who, with Private E.IU.
Johngon, took five wounded soldiexs and m@
officer to El Paso this afiernoon.

Almopt any siate or national story in the ﬁQWS”W;ll
illustrate the congervatism of the Associated Press..
Dull phrases and conservative statemsnts characterize the
important story on the national railroad stxike that was
gripping the country:

Washington,Aug., 29 .~~~Pregident Wilson laid
the railway strike situation before Comgress
at 2:30 of@lock this afbernoon in an address
%o both houses asseumbled in joint session,

The president told Congress of his efforis 0
bring railread managers and the men into some



sort of sgreemeni,and . ﬁ&yxng thab hs wes
powerless te do mﬂre, he.asked Congress. to.
enact cexrtein speeifiv leglslatzon to deal
with the situation now and in the’ future,

Pointing out the distress and herdships
which 2 fiation=wide strike wouvld bring upon,
the country, the president asked (ongress
to empower him to draft into the service of .
the United States the very mansgers and the
men who have been unable to adjust thelr
differences, so that the govermment may
operate the railroads in case of milltaay
neeesﬁlty.

A big flomd in Arkaﬂgaa in February wag treated in the
same uonservatlve mannex. ”herc was no appeal +o the |
emotions, only to the imtellect. Facts were stated in a-
dry formal way,and the opening sentence tried to tell
all the news 3

Little Rmch Afk.,Feb 6.~~~The xe Qldly
w1denzng lake in seutheastern Arkansas,
formed by the floodwaters of the Arkansas
River pouring through breaks in the devees,
has engulfed a score.of towns, leaving
several thousand persons homeless, taking a
toll of 17 lives and deing damage that
probably will be estimated at thousands of -
dollars when the waters recede and lay hare
the full mesasure of destruction in a rich farm-
ing land,

Crime and aeandal.playeé small pert in the AP,repowts
during the early Jears of tne wax. murdcr stories were
conservatively reyoruea H %hey wer@ not dmphaSLZEd as they
are tod&y,and dvamatlc details aﬂd deucriptlve phraaes of
the medern report wage nat @mplsgcd to charactsr;za the
ones 1&volved. There waa apnarenﬁly no @ttempt to create
a sansaulon o$ 0 expose sometl*ng sbockiﬂm te a 5ﬁanaa1w

loving publzc. The fullawmﬂg xell known uase is leoly told;
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Irovldenco,ﬁ.l.,Jan. 28 -~-Aiter havmng .
repeatedly asserted that she never intended
to divorce her husband,Dr, C, IFranklin Mohr,
and that bthere was xo s&ﬂcera desire on his
part to divorce her, Ifrs, Elizabeth F, Mohwr,
charged with instigating tw Degroes,Cecil
Brown and Henry Spellmen, to murder him,
admitted on croge-~exemination toddy that she
had discussed with her attorneys last summer
the question of 2llowing Dr.: Mohr to have an
abgolubte divorce onm the basis of his turning
over to her his ﬂewport villa, known as the
Montpelier,and $754000 in cash

he death of a promlmeﬂt perﬁan offers a chan@e for
nicﬁuwe&que aketchamp but the AP ﬁabeﬁ aﬁly the facts of
twWo dpgtha in 1916. When James Jg F;ll the empire bvlld"
er, died the AP e@rrled only a ﬁvmole biogrephy of the
railroad magnate. The death of the beloved Hoosier poetb,
Jumes Whitcomb Riley, abounded with opportunities for
feature writing, but little of that element ﬁas’inﬁraa
duced inte the reyartgahé.theﬁ iheff@etiﬁely; The Riley
story buries the biographical facts under o massive and
ambiguous Dpﬁﬂi g, The. Lw& euerlaﬁ follow

8%. Pgul Jlizy 29 =~~James J. Hil1, raiircad W ild-
erbcapltallst and most widely known figure of
the Horthwest,died at his residence heré this
morning as the result of an ilnfection due. to
bowel trouble. He was dnconscious for nearyly
twelve hours before he died.

Indianapolis, Ind.,uly 22.--James Vhitcomb
Riley, the Indlana poet,died here this even-
:Lng *

James Whiteomb Rllejgbbrﬂ of the Mmddlawest,
sang of its joys, soxrrows,fancies and humors of
its Tolk,largely in its own dialect.The world
WaE §0 neuchad by his inspiration and the reale
ipm of his homely symbols that he was oune of
the few that,devoting their ?iveu to pmetry,
-gained a zartaae. b se s
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Humerous stories with feature poss;bilitigs'may be
found,and in only few cases did ﬁhq'Asﬁbqi&tg@'Press
writer answer oppqrtunity’s knogk. A picturéﬁquemcnlumn
story of the hardships ef jravel Wlnh the’ army ‘on the
Mexican border conta 2ing no flewury wrltxng A paragr aph
on the condition of the men was $1mpiy s;a;g@, with
customary authority for the reports. How the IWS writer
would heve handled it ! |

:El P@SQ J_GXB.S iﬂl}?ril 5 il IR A T BRI AP S S
Men whose shoea heve been lucerated by
the stones of the mountsal ng and sends
the deserts are wearing lexican aandals
and saundals made from the hides of beeves-
slaughtered for their meals, Men whose
clothing has been torn into shreds by
brushes with mesquite and cactus, are
wearing such clothing as could be obtained
from Mexicans living along the route,
ccerdlng to the stories told. PN

A few ctories naturally show the influence of the
other assoclations. Generally the stoxy that has a few
colorful phrases follows the AP rules otherwise,with a
long ambiguous lead, Such. is the case in the story belows

San Fraﬁcisdo,&eh. J.~~~"“hoocin of some of
our feeblesminded Jurymen® was sugbeqted today
as o remedy for the freguent acouittal of
wonmen wharged with shoatlng men, by Judge Frank
P, Dunne, when a jury in the Superior Court
freed Nrs, Malcena Dyatt, tried foxr the gecond
time for an assauli on hev husband, Sammel
Dyatt, a Los Angeles real estate desaler.

Such stories were excepiions teo the rules of the AP

servige and no doubt were not approved'by headquarters.
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C, Simple Wews Stories == 191%

The year 1917 offers no moticeable change iu the
"style of writing_dfathe Aésogiaﬁed Press, Despite the fact
that the entrance of the United States into the war in
this year gave cqrrespdndenﬁs additional reaspn'for Write
ing miore freeiy therelwéa lititle or no change., A study of
the papers of'the;periad shbws‘thg continuance of long
foxmal leads and Sim@le»nQWS'sﬁaﬁemsuts as opposed to the
coléfful dispatches of competing associatious, When the
United States declared war on'Germaﬁy the Agsociated Press
‘calmly stated the fact, There was 1o wild flag-waving,
Where one would expect' an uwmisually direct and pqinﬁed
story, a display of patriotism in a feature lead, the AP
gomewhat awkwardly stated that war had been declared :
ﬂashlngtmn ﬂpr;l 6,~==~The United Stateg today
accepted Germany g challenge to waxr and foxmally

abandoned its place as the greatest neutral of
the worild.

President Wilson,; at 1:18 o'clock {official
time) thig afternoon, signed the resolution of
Congress declaring the existence of a gtate of.
war and suthorizing and directing the chief
execubive to employ all the resources of the
nation to prosecute hostilities against the
German goverument to a successful termination,

In reyerting daily speeches during the‘pexiod‘the‘AP
‘held to formal leads that often made. the otory far from
intexestin s 28 illustrated in the 1ong lead below

Wasghington, May 24,--1In a faxewell address |
to the American people today, Foreign Secretary

Balfour warmly expressed thanks for the kinde
ness and sympathy with which tzC British wax
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migsion had been received in the country,
declared what the United States had ace
complished during the 40 days sinee' the
country entered the war wag most remarke
able,and said he would carry back to the
alize acrogs the water his belief that
with ag little delay as human imperfections
allow, the full and decigive weight of
America will be thrown into the 9trug gle
for democracy,

The long lead thet attempted to cram all the facts of
“the stoxy into the @pening‘seﬂtence conﬂinued o mark AP
gtories, In news s%or&es that offered unusxal chances for
news artistry the association held 4o these rules, as
showsni in the followiug sﬁary L

Yew York, Oct. 9. -~-A case of mlqtaken
idenbity that cost its vietim $50,000
and shatbtered his health in nine montﬁs‘
fight to sget himself right, was brought
%o light here today when,at the request
of the aistrict attorney, an indictment
charging forgery abalnst Alexander E,
liacCauley, a wealthy mining engineer nf
Toronto,Ont., was ordered dismissed by
the court % wae brought out that he
was "Christmas Keough,' well kunown to the
police as an alleged forger of travelers!
checks,

One of the big stories of the year with real feature
possibilities was almost entirely overloocked by the
conservative AP, The death of the Hawalian queen who had
ingtigated the exercise of power,when she became qgueen
in 1891, that led to the lsland revolution--~and laterw
to the anneiation to the United Statepe--seemingly’
offered no startling news tiv to the AP correspondent,He
stated that she had died retaining her royel pose,and

filled two columns with & historical account of her
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family. Certa;nly the AP artls b of the modern school
would noy havavvmplqye bhe following commcnplace lead:

Honolulu,Nov,ll,=~Queéen Liliuckalani of
Hewaii, whose death has been expected for
vseverul days, passed gway this morning.
The Queen had been in had health for mavJ
months, A week ago she begdn Ho fail
repidly and lagt Thursday physiciang an«
nounced that tho £00, WAS NeAT .. s s eava s
Contrasted to the Associated Press.consexv&tism‘ié
the continued freedom of the Hearst service, The TYeporis
of this assoclation are alweys full of life; the leads
are short, pointed, direct and golorful; The content of
an official stutcment wag always given in the opening
phrase without guoting the authority, sné the story was
intevesting, (rime news was geuerelly drzmaitlgally told.
Statements of prominent persons.were pluyed up; Congesse
iohal news was. filled with 1life] busimess or economic
revigws were made inte feature stories; ovorseas comments
on the war become neWsQfeatqres, The fsl tpwing eaampleg
from the International News Service illustrate the free
and coloriul treatment that sssociation was giving all
types ol news
Joliet,Ill, Feb,16,=~=A revolver batile,
fou@ht from automabiles speeding ovelr
couniyy roads at a mile a mlnute, was the
climex of a daring abtempt to hold up the
First Wational Bank of Lockport, Ill., today

while the sirects of the town were filled
with vesidents, .
Washington,May 1.,--The 8taid United States
Senate halted long enough in its war time
delibverations today to pay a respectfnl and
vogiferous tribute to the war heroes of France,



35 8

Chicago,Ill., April 28,«=<Colonel RooBe=
velt breathed the sp;rlt of grlm war ihto
Uiddle West today and received @ patriotic,
thrilling response that lef? no doubt of.
its ringing 51ncém1ty...

Wew York,Aug. 7. -**Gﬂwl ig King in &urope
today. It or "he" is exacting a king

ransom as tribute. A German %cxentlst h&s
predicted that "king coal" will decide the
igsue of the war, Thet he already is and
with the approach of winter will becoms
still more a tremendous fackor, is appavent
on all sides,

. New York,Aug.7.~~~The United States, in
going inﬁo the World War, has undeviaken
the "biggest Jjob® in the history of our
countyy. The American people have not yet
awakened o the bigness of that job, the
seriousness of that undertaking calls for
and will demand of the country, unless
peace should come before the United States
gets into the war with "both feet,"America
doeg not yet realize when modern war,
terrible,horrible in every respeci, means,
Thege are the impressbons thal strike one
foxreible upon arviving Ifrom Burope,

Two Washington dispsiches on the diplomatic velations
with Germauny illustrate how Assoclated Press writers
followed the rules set up for conservative caraful
writing, They are entirely devoid of description or
colorful phrasing., Thewlines agre lifeless; only the {acis
are given,and then in & dull careful manuner, They present
the news as if to-say, "Here are the faects, thrown {o-
gether as it were; interprel them as you want to."

Waghington,¥arch 19,~-~1n an epochal decision
holding Coungress to be c¢lothed with any snd all
power necessary to keep open the channels of
interstate commerce, the Supreme Courd today,

dividing 5 to 4, susiained the Adamson law as
conpbitutional and enforcible in every feabure,
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The immediate effegt of the decision
will be to fix a pPTmanent eigh ~h0ur
basig day in computing a wage scalé on
interstate ?allfﬂwdﬂ, for which a natione
wide strike twice has been threstened and
to give effective from January 1 this year
ingrease in wages to trainmen of about
25 percent at e cost to the vailroads
egbimated at @40 000 000 te $50,000, 000
2 year.

Washington,March 25,%«-President Wilson
took steps Lo place the naltion on a war
footing., By executive prder he directed
that the navy be recruited without delay
to full asuthorized war ﬁtrength of 874000
enlisted men, Taken in connection With the
emergency naval construction already ordered
this means the president hag exercised the:
full limit of his legal powers as codwmander
in chief to prepare the navy for wazr,

For the army the president directed that
two new military depertments be created in .
the Atlantic Coast reglion, Yrhe' order means
that the tapk of organizing.whatever army
Congress may suthorize will be divided
anong @ix d@@&?b@OﬂEﬁGﬂMﬂ&n@brﬁ ingtead of
four, in the 1ntcfe$s of apeed 2nd- ef=
ficiency. .

A few stories show a tendengy for colorful phrases
to creep iﬁ. Probablvﬂuﬁﬁer the pressure of war drives
and the new spirit of ﬂatvanallty the reporters inguctad
pecasional new blood into their leads that the AP
division nen permitted, elther from feeling the saue
spirit or from lagk of time to rewrite the étarie% X2
cording tc standarﬁs. This new spirit was éuubtleﬂs &
reflection of the times,and is @ecéraingly fo&nd'in only
a few stories of the year, Usual ly the new nobe ‘is orief,
and is buried in the mass-of o long lead or a dull.

supplementayy paragragh, The effect was generally lost.
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In the Jeconﬁ p@rag;apn of & ouaxv deullnr wlth the
" attempt at‘suiéide,by ﬁhﬁ:noborious Eax:y K. ”h W tnrre
are sevérai colorﬁiywer@é g0 unlike the usual AP sboxy,
butrﬁhey'h&ppen,to be buried inva characteristic long
sentence

Philadelphia,Pa.,Jan.ll=~~Harry Kendsll Thaw,
under 1ndlcun@nt in New ¥York, together with .
Lwo so~called bodyguards, for an alleged attack
ont Yrederick Guup,Jr., a J9~year-o0ld hlgh school
youth of Kansas City..,..attempted suicide in a
house at 5260 Velnul street ..., teday, while
the police of virtuslly every city in the
Baat were searching for him as a fugitive from
Justice,

Thaw's attempt ot self-destruction W@ﬁ a’
sensational climex of a hunt which began here
on Tuesday, following the unnouncement oy
District Attornsy Swann of New York of the
latest eglsodp in the erratic career of the
weadthy DPitisburgher, which reached its zZenidh
1n the &111;ng of Stanford White at the Madison

Bguare roof garden, and lalter, when he esceped
from Watieawan agylum,

Occasionally the opening words of the lead approached
the tone of the Hearst service, bubt the AP rules were
otherwise strictly followed, This is shown in the report
of a wellfknown trial, where the new spifit in tue opening
ig followéd.bﬁ an unusually long lead 3 |

San Aungelo,Texes, Jan .20, -“~COPVH7817613
sobbing out his teutzmony, while tears
flowed down the cheeks of the jurors who
control his fate and women spectators who
packed the courtroom, Harry J, Spanell of
Alpine,Texas, charged with killing his wife,
told & dramatic story of incidents leading
up to the double killing, and intimated tho
shot that killed his wife wos fired by Colm-
onel Butler, and concluding sobbed oub....
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The death of that picturesque‘pionear‘af the Awmerican

fromtier, "Buffslo® Bill, was reporied in the usual quiet

menier , although the openiug sentence of the story shows
the influecnce of the new school of writers i

Denver,@o0lo, ,Jan, 14,~-<The West today bade
fayewell to all that was morfal of Col.William
F. Cody ("Buffalo Bill") and the West, in
its own words, did itself proud iun iits parting
with the man who helped to make its history..

In one Washington dispateh & new gpirit is evident.
An indirect statement describes the armed neutrality

declaration of the president :

Washington,Feb, 26,---President Wilson took
the inevitable atep and asked Congress for
authority to use the forces of the United
3tates to protect American sghips and livesg
agalinst the German submarine menage =~ 1o
put the wnotion in & state of armued neulrality,
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BSCAPE

The second period == 1918-1920 - marks the develop=
ment of a‘new spirit in the Awsociateakfrese that by the
end of 1920 is evzdenaed in feature leaﬂa, human interest
paragraphs and news briefs, BeglnnLng in 1918 war correspe
ondents wove occasional im@reaslonlsﬁic and colorful
phrases into their storles Domemtmc news developed
flashes of color, but theae were usually buried under the
conventional AP conservatism,

In the following year the national effort to escape
from the war responsibilities Found expression in more
colorful phrasges. National news turned fo the unrest of
reconstruction and the spirit of the times found its way
into many stories, at times unusually clear,

It was not until 1920 that the reaction overtock the
Associated Press, In that year there is a noticeable
change in the AP style., Short news stories with feature
leads, human interest paragraphs and colorful news briefs
became regular parts of the service, Conventional conservs
atism predominated, but often weakened the colerful write
ing. One knows that some change was teking place in the
AF news style, that conservetism was giving way to color=

writing,



A. The End of the War, 1918.

Impressionistic writing that wap gradually creeping
into the Associmted Press reports developed largely with
corregpondents on the war front., The gpirit of the war,
the ihtensity of the struggle, the dramatic interest of .
_the battles and the strain on the reporters could not help
but be carried into the lines of the news reﬁorts. in
addition,war correspondents paid little sttention to rules,
a fact that led o the im@ressionistialwxiting that has
long characterized the Internatiomal News Service gnd the
Gnited Pregs. This is illustrated aga;n and agaih’in war
stories during tue last year of the great struggle,

The main development of the AP during 1918 was in the
iﬁérease in personal writing from Europe. In America the
domestic news followed the established conservative AP
standards., The association increased its field and spread
its lines to the larger cities of}the_country. Only im-
portant natioﬁalfnews, war;propaganda or unusual evenis
were reported. There was practically no. ggime or sfandal;
the country was too busy working behind the men behind the
guns "over there,"The AP carried no short articlgs, except
official reports, and they followed the usual conservative
leaning. A great nuwber of detailed review stories was
carried; they reviewed the war situabion daily, presented

the summary oi the Italian or British operations the
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previous week, or related the day's losses or gal ns in
@etail{ They were’wriﬁten by‘AP"divisiénfmep'ﬁo sgrve a
ﬁublic hungry for walr news. No matﬁer how mﬁch‘was repeate
ed the publlc eagerly reaa every 11na. It is casy to
see that a scarezty of war news dfter Decamber,1918 made
Ithe AP staff turn to damestic &ifairs again,and to another
typé of news;

European thrlep of the year were concerned w1th the
‘Allmed regorts, adv@nces and vzctorlcs of the Unxt@d States
troeP». PrOPagandd, peace negotlatlena, airpldne ralds,
submarine Warfarc or feats of bravery. Dcmebtle stories .
were concerned w1th Cengressmonal getion, wary losn drlves,
governmental investigations, trade and shipping, dyait
news and presidential proclamations, Thg only other news
reported was unusual heppenings, such as wrecké, fires,
hurricanes, deaths of préminenﬁ persons and pro-German
activi%ie§.

War reviéw gtorieg were written every day‘by AP divi-
gion men and served in a sense as serial stofies. The
general AP'canaervatism prevailed, although the stories
lcaughﬁ some of the new freeﬁom of the times, @ne*suéh a
story 111u$tra%es the p@lnt
' {Ang. 9) The_his torlc battle ground bebween

Amiens and Montidier again is the scene of
a mighty confest,This time the British and
French are the aggregsors,and undex their
fierce onslaughts in the first day's batile
they have penetrated deeply into the German

position over a front of more than twenty
miles,reaching from the region of Braches to...
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A step Farther toward freevwriﬁéng is found in the
signedrstofies ofrspeéial'waflcgifespéndentsf They had
short sentences and a colorful style that the A? rules
would not allow; they expressed the wyiter, they were
individual 1

_{ By  Percival Phillips, Special Correspondent)

With the British Armies in ¥rance, Aug, 10,=-
1% is a great victory. The second German army
has suffered a humiliating reverse, the exbent
of which even yet cannot be fully estimated,
and much of its orgunization which covered

the open country before Amiens hag been for
the moment at least practically. destroyed., I
don't think the wax hap ever yielded such an
extraordinary story of roubt and confusion

of trained soldiers,

A variation of the correspondent stoxy is the Sunday
gsupplemedrt war story, ¥illed with humsn interest and
war atmosphere, These feature stories became common
during the war:

. Hayden Church
Special Correspondent
Somewhere in England,Aug.l.---"She said

her néme was Mawie Louise., All those Bel=-
glan girls seem to be named Marie Louise,
Yes, she was what the Yanks call & "looker,®
I couldn't help noticing her, with her sleek,
black hair, her big blue eyes and her nice
out-of-doors complexion-~=though she was
a bit pale, like the rest of us, I couldn't
help noticing her even in the midgt of all
the paxrticular hell the Boche wag making.®...

The tendency of the AP correspondents to personalize
their atorieé is shown in the leads of two Eurogean dige
patches 1 | . |

Franee,lfarch 12.,=-After Weeks 6f rain, snow,

wind and murky weather there came to the Awerw
ican front the first breath of genuine spring,..
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France Jan.&8.~-The pollticaT pot boils
furlcualy in AustriayHungary and Germany,
in both of which countries there have been
outbreaks among the populace because of

economige and food conditions resultlng
from the war, k ‘

After the armispice there was a flood of colerful news
storiesg, pmcturlng‘the.surrende: of{Gegman Ghlpg,‘EhQW*
ing the internned Germsn emperor, the movement of Hroops
homeward or giving tributes to the armies and the part
the United States played in the war, One dispatch from
'the srmy of occupation on the Rhi@é river shows the spirit
of these stories 3

Coblenz,Dec, 23,--The armg of Santa Claus
reaching ucross the Atlantic and France to
beyond the Rhine have brought carloads of
sweets and various luxuries and holiday
gifts for the first Christmas in Germany
of the American army of occupation,

On the basis of authentic evaluation the signing of
the Armistice in November was a bigger stoxry than any
trang-Atlantic flight. Historic as the event may have
been the Associated Press disposed of this greatest
story of the wer in the following dull phrases, ample
proocf that the service was to all intents as conservative
as ever i

Washington,Nov, 11, --Si@nzng of the armistice
with Germeny was proclaimed today by President
Wilson, who also announced its terms at a
joint session of Congress.

The terms herald the end of war because

they take from Germany the power to renew
it.
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Washlngton Wov,1ll.«~The armistice between
Germany on one hand and the Allied goveru-
ments and the United States on the other, .
hag been signed.

The State Department announced ab 23 45
o'clock thms morning t at Gcrmany h@d
gigned.

The denartmenﬁ s announcement &1mp1y
said*"Tbe Ammistice bhas been signed.n

In America the news after ‘the signing of the armistiée
centered about wage'ihcreass, cabinet resignations, peace
plans, @emahiliz&tion; war reviews, reorganigzation of
industry, government business and strikes, A colorful
event thét the International Wews~Service,emphasized and
which the Associated Pregs treated in its wsual way was
the departure of the peace ship for Burope, Although
reserved and verbose,the story by the AP shows signs of
the influence of the new freedom in elarity of express-
~ iloms

Wew York,Dec. 4.--Boundlan a miggion the

principle obhjects of which are the abolition

of militariem and the attainment of a Jjust

world peace, Wobdrow Wilsém, first president

of the Unlted States to visit Burope while

. in office, was tonight speeding toward France

to attend the greatest 1ntarnatlona1 conferw

ence in history. ,

The president took hig place on the flying
bridge as the great ship moved down the bay.

River craft and ships of many nations dipped

flags and tooted whistles and thoussnds of

persons bade him Godspeed in cheers and flag

waving from skyserapers and piexs.

In like manner the story of the drawing of the numbers

in the first selective draft in the United States was .

conservatively treated. The AP overlpoked a good lead~==



the firat number drawn i

Waghington,Sept. 50.=«~=Pregident Vileon
personally todsy opened the ceremony of
drawing numbers for the 15,000,000 men
registered in the new draft, He drew the
first capsule which contained the nuumber
BR2.°

'Reparﬁa of the development of the Wilson peace ne=
gotiations with Germany immediately befowme theasigning
of the srmistice illustrate the AP conservatism., When the
content . of Wilson's reply to the German offers of peace
in October was made kunown the AP buried the facts of the -
news under a lead that stated the report would be delauyed
for a few days. The first paragrdph of the EtOIJ the next
ﬂay>was purely 1nterpre£aﬁive* 1t gave none of the facts
of thw stoxy: o

Ve shlnéton,Oct 8,--President Wilson has
met . uezmany’s new peace note with z move
which will at one stroke develop whether
her - 3roposal is sincere or merely a pre-
tension, and,if a prétension it be, Fully
dustify for @11 time before-the world the
prolonQAng of the war with force to the
utmost, forege without stint or limit.4t
the same time the presideént has lamt the
dooy wide open to peace

In Europe the same policy characterized the report
of the reception the United Stateg forces gave news of
the negotiations, Buried in the twelfth and last para=
graph of the story, the really important part of the
dispatchy was the statcement;

(American Headgquariers Horthweat of Verdun,
Oet.11, -n)..Pr631demt Wilson's reply %o

Germany " reached the troops today and was
acclaimed with the utmost enthusipasm,
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The terms of a treaty: are usually considered impore
tant enough for the opening,se#tence of a news stery,
but the Associated’Press‘pre$entéd the terms of the
Wilon demand to Germany in a éubo%dinate\paragraph:

Washington,0ct. 1b.,~~President Wilson has
angwered Germany's peace proposal with a
decision which not only fulfills the expect-
ation of sgupporters of his diplomacy, but also
dispels the fears of those who predicted
he would substitute vlctorles at armg w1th
defeats at diplomaey.

- No peace with kaiserlam} dutocracy must
86; no armistice can be thought of while _
Germany continues her atrocities. on land
and seaj; one cannot be considered unless
it fully is dictated by the allied command-
ers in the fleld in such terme as absolutely
provide safeguards and guarantees that
Germany 's part will not be a scrap of
raper, This, in a few words, is the presg-
ident's answer.
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B. Relaxatiom, 1919

The years iﬁmedi&ﬁely fOllowiné a waxr alwawé try a
nation almost =9 much as the war iiself. The relaxafion
after months of intense work and concentrated product=-
ion unfortunately throws the entlre céuut$y into éwperiod
of tumult and restlessness, which so often is character=
ized by changes, reorganizations, strikes an@Adistmrbances,
crime waves and a‘search for greater freedom, The year
following the c¢lose of the World War was no exception in
this respect,and the period of relazation or eescape in
1919 was strenuous. The Associated Press dispatches
cousisted largely of short reports on the increasing
crime, daily long inbterviews ox opinions of prominent men
on matters of national interest, reviews of war iecordsb
reconstruction and demobilization, the peace ftreaty, the
prohibition struggle, the unrest everywhere. It was to be
expected that such a perlod -would contribute some change
in the style of wr1t¢ng. It was certalnly t0o be expected
that stories of unrest and reconstruction with their
excitement should be wrxitten in & free spirit. xhere.is
only a sl&ght ind;c@tlon of the splrit of the times
influencing the sbtyle of the Ab. Some reports. reflect
the new~syirit, but when’ the old and the new were coms
bined in the éame sentence, as they usually were, the"

result was an ineffective word picture., The chief cone
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trivution of the year was the adoption of the new spirit
in a few leads, & feature sentence here and a colorful
bhrage there. o N ,

The return of the United stataé army from Frence was
a time for celebration, and the AP could not help but
carry the tone of this feeling into news stories. The
following s*ery\shows the new épirit; bgtqit is impaired
by the wordy openlng sentence I

New York,lMay. 6.~~Twenty«f1ve hhouaand men,y.
drawn from fifty nationalities among the
polyglot population of New York, who less
than two years ago were engaged in humble
pursuits unknown to fame, returhed to the
metropdiis todey as heroes of the bloody
battles of the Argomne forest,and a million
or more fellow citizens frantically cheered
thew ag they marched triumphantly up
Fifth Avenue as the Seventy-meventh, or
Liberty Divigion,

'The return of General Eershing to Am&riealo£fered
another opportunity for axtistic writing that the press
did not entirely overlook. The old and the new are more
skillfully blended in‘this story i

Wew York,Se t 8.~~-Amerlca<weleamed
General Pers ing home today.

Honored by foreign rulers and govern-
ments, the commander-in-chief of the
mightiest army that ever fought its way
to vietory under the Stars and Stripes,
returned to his own folk to meet & greateid
honoxr than any foreign potentate or power
could cenfer«--the thanks of the world's
greatest democraey \te the wan who had
planned -the dec&eive blows in democracy’s
supreme fight!ageinst iyranny.
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Yew York,Sept. 10,-«0ver a five-nmile
flower-strewn pathway, General Pershing
led his famous First Division dowan Fifth
Avenue today to the wild plaud;ts of
24000,000 fond countrymen.

Burope contributed feature material that doubtless
added a step in the development of a new. style for the
Associated Press, as showm in the general fone of the
opening paxagraph given below 3ot

Conqtantinople,ﬁoc. ' ~~00nstentvnopla is.
credited with being the wor8t governed city
in the world,as well as that in which fhe
gost of living is highest, It presents a

speetacle of chaos. Tvccymody ig. robbxng
sombbndy else,

Even in dull GongreQSIOnal rewarts ) feature note
eccaalonally crept 1nto the serviee. Tha story below
shows the new note emerglng 3

New York, Deg, 15.«=The knockout delivered
Jokhn. Barleycorn today by the United States -
Supreme Court in declaring war-time prohibite-
ion constitutional, came as  a tremendous
blow to leaders of the "webg," dispensers .
of iiguors, the wiseacres who have been
predicting a wet as well as a meryy Chiiste
mas, aud the average men with a thirst.

Prohibition proved'to‘beﬂa~good subject for a feature
newsg story. T ”be lead wes usually as far as the stoxy
went ag & featureﬁ This is shown in the precediu@Aexamw
ple as well g in'the following short paragraphs -

Chicago,June 28,-~010 ¥ 1ng Alcohol will
atagger @ut of Chicago early Friday morns
ing to the waning groane of jazz bands,

after what is expected to be the biggest
carnivel night in the city's history.
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The death of Theodore Roosevelt called for columns of
comment and utOIJGE from all parts of the world. The AP,
as usual, carried a complete story of his life and a
symposium of sympathy from all parts of the cqﬁn@fy,"bﬁt
it overlooked most of its ghanceé for plcturesque write
ing..?hajﬁpiritjﬂf‘ﬁhéAﬁaw agé,fhéweiyp;lgéé;gésjin‘%he
second of the two e#amplesiquoted :

Oyster Bay, i) Y.,Jan 6,--Colonel Thcodore .
Haosevelt twenty~-sixth presidemt of the
nited Stateag who died at his home on
Sagamgre Hill early today, will be laid to
reet without pomp or ceremony in Youhg'a'
Wemorial cemeLexy in th;s vil1age Wednebddy
afternoan.... ‘

Oystér Bay,NW.Y,,Jdan, 8.--Thegd0£e Boasavelt
1ies at rest tonight beneath a cemétery knoll
neay the rambling rural hlghw&y along which
be travelled so many times in boyhood and
in manhood between Bagamore Hill house,

which was his home,and the auiet village of
Oyater Bay.

o

The numercus regord aivplane flights made in 1919
received only casuzl mention and conservative treatment
by the AP. The feature faets of the stories were always
included in the leads,but the leads were so long that
they lost any eifectivameﬁa the new phrasing gave., Fox
examples

Wineola,N.V,,00ct.18,-~5teering by compass and
flying at an average of nearly two miles a
minute 5,400 miles across the continent and
return through snow,fog,u3@uds and raiu,.
Lieut.: Belvin Waynard landed in Roogevel?d
Field here at 1:i5B0 o'elock this afterneon §
the first aviator to finish in the army's
great transecountinental alr race and relisbile
ity test.
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¢. Unrest, 1920, -

The year 1920 was characterized byagpnt@nped‘unrest
allvovér\the’wcrléb culiiﬁéﬁing inﬂxévélqﬁigqé‘in several
coumtrieé, In the United States the whief intarestsxwere
. the pesce treatw negotiaclena and prohibition cniarce~
nent, In Eurape 1ntereau centered agbout the German,fussw
ian,Irish and Italian: revolutions. .

The chief development in the AP du#ing the yeayr ip
the growth of short arbicles, fiom>60:%a 109 words in
length, concerned mainly'withlﬁﬂl;ce and crim@ evants.
The presidenbial campaign: of 1920 attracted'conaiderable
attention, and there is a notlceable change in tie style
of writing from that for the previcus campaign of 1916,

Scattered through the news of the year ome finds
accasianal shori dispateches not found in the AP beforve
1920, They are pews briefs abeutAimportant‘ar wel; known
characters in national life,and fregquently have a strong
himan inbevest appeal. So far as sensational writing y
is concerned the Apsoeiated Press had so far'nqt‘met it.
Ihe new 1ntere 5% in humen nature found expression through
a move golorful and less comnservative style than that of
the usual AP report,

One type of news brief covered intervesting activities
of promineht personages, Such a colorful sidelight is

shown bel 0w 3
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Point xaabﬂl Texap,Nov.lz.~~Presxdenﬁ-hlect
Harding's +arpoon fighing was interrypted
today by a fifty minute norther that churned
the Point Isabel ilshlng grounds inio a
tumbling field of foam and drove the temnem-
ature down to shivering pclnb

UnuauaT avents were treated in much the gsame way, with

& new brmef summaty-lead

Ghlcago,ﬂarch 26,==A danmage su¢t brnught
24 years ago was decided todsy when the
Crane Company was found not guilty of
causing the leoss of oné eye of Paul J.
Stmmmers, who hag bcen dead 17 years.,

Iﬂtereat lB thrLlLing and unupual contests was
cmrrmed %0 the nugl;e in szmxlar fashlon H

Hew York, Mag 4.~~Howard.ﬂﬁ G Roomer, a
real estaxe broker, who,years age, was @
star halfback and pole vaulter at Yale,
won & wager of $1,600 from J,.¥,Jolnson,
another broker, by climbing 94@ steps in
the eyuitable building, 47 stories from
boiler room to flag pole, in eight winutes,

. Fifty~one and two-fifth geconds,

Featgxa leads became conmon in regulal NEWs Teporvs,
but the stories weve generally long and dull. The person-
alith sketeh was beginning o crecp in the service,as
in the story about “Uncle Joe" Cannon, that piciures-
qus figure in the United Stateg llouse of Represeaiatives
for more than two score years i

Washingten,Dec,28.,-+"Uncle Joe® Caanomn,
wWar hgrse of the House of Bepres annatives,
today established a new Ame;ioan recoxrd,

flth the ¢lose of a dull House segsion he
pagsed the mark for lensth of service’ seﬁ
by Justin Smith Morrill of Vermont,who, .

as senator and repregsentative,served 43
years, ninc months and 24 days,
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Too often thereal feature of a story was . buried in
a maséiyé and‘detailed.lead, ag in the iu%érea?;ng digw
. bateh below :

FKansas City,l¥e.,Dec, 15,~=The transition
from a naval officer in a natty uniform to
that of a prisoner at police headguarters
brought a new story todday from Patrick R,
Kelly,who told of conditions in Ireland
whicli caused him to come to this country,
adopt .a naval unxfarm, marry a Kensas City
girl after a brief ¢ourtship,pase bogus °
cheeks and zorget to pay his hotel blllﬁ.

Characteristic AP style is 111ustrated in the iollowp
ing AP dispatch on & mnew airplane altitude record. The
impertant news is buried in the seventh paragraph, a
story of heroism and dénger,following the conventional
gcongervative lead 3

Dayton,Ohio,Feb, 27.==An airplane carxy ng
Hajoxr E.w Schxoadar,chlef test pilot at’
UeCook Field, today fell more then five
miles after reaching an albitude of 36,020
feet, said to be 5,020 feet hAgher than the
world's reccra.......
Hig senses numbe® and his eyes frozen
shut ina a tem@erature said to have heen
67 degrees below zero, Schroeder repained
part consciousness when 2,000 feet above
. the earth, in time to vight his machine and
proevent it from crashlng teo the ground...

As far as the Assoclated Press was concerned festures
were easily averloeked¢‘$his is illustrated in the last
line of the following diséatch, Which wes the last
and sixth par&graph: |

' Chicago;Dec, 3, =] chal&s Viana, former choir

boy;and known a5 the “song bxrd" of the

county Jjail,made a compléte confession late
today in participation in the Xilling of



Andrew Dowman and Benedlet Wendell in.

a hold up. The eonfesgion ¢ame after

Governor Frank 0. Lowden refused to

pardon him this aftervioomn, Viana is

sent .to die on the gdllows Decsmber 10..een
Becember 10 is hls blrnhday.

Crime leads h&ve added & touch of l&xe, “ltﬁaugh the
opening gentences axe,ugually leng, An example;

Yew York,March S5.~~-Antoinette Bonner,who
aequmrea.tﬂf internaitional s@bf&quet of
"The Diamond gueen" when she was brought
back from Paris in 1914 with Joseph B,
Kislinger to face charges of large Jewelw
ry thefts in Few York; ehded her life .
dramatlcally todey by drlﬂklﬂg poason a8
she was belng planed undey ayrrest in
Kislinger®s ofiice here, charged with
theft of diamonds Talued at §2, G@O,‘

Just where one would expeet coldériul writing --the
pregidential nomimating conventiong-<the AP helé strict-
ly to the formel leads ot the conservatives, The stories
are more lively than %those fox thevlglé,eampéign; The
examples given below show the gonservatives at work at
the conventions 1

Chicago,June 12,««arren G, hurdbnp,ﬂnlted
States senator from Ohlo, was nominated fox
the presidency today by . the Republican nate
ional convention afier a deadlock which lasted
for nine ballots and which finally forced out
of the running all of the original favorites,

As hig running mate,the conveantion named
Gov.Calvin Coblidge of Mussachusetis,upsebiting
g plan of combination ¢of the Harding backers
to nominzte for the place § Senator Irv;ne L.
Lenroot of Wiﬁeanﬁin.

San ?rmnclaco yJuly 6,«-~Franklin D. Rooseveélt,
of ¥ew York, mssmatant geeretary of the Havy,
wae namlnated for vice-pregideni by tlhie Democratie
natiocnal convention and became the running mate
of Governor James M, Gox of ORIo......
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San Francisco,July 6,--James M. Cox, five
times governor of Ohio, wag nomlnated forx
the presidency early this mernlng by the
Democratic national -convenbion in the

" breakup of one of the 'most prolonged dead-
locks in the h&s%azy of naulonal @olltlc&l
parties.

lt tock 4A ballots ba m&ha & chnmce,

Af%er the nomlmataena £he Amsoczated Press writérs fargot
their 1ommal¢ty when bthey sat dowm 60 writ o abaut the
candidates,and the sioried p; tﬁ@ Hwo noginegs ‘are more
free in tene than the usual daily veport, The usual long=

winded AP lead characte "izeg ﬁh@,seaonﬂ,example,hawever:
o A

B&yu@npehlo,suuy 8. ~-kutt1ng aside Ghe cares.
of a presidential candidaie, Governoxr James I,
Cox, thie Democratic nemince for president, spend
this afterncon on'a farm, h;s boyhood. hone, 356
mileg from Dayton,

Wewspaper men found 'him with bis coalt off,
roaehing potatoes and broiling lawb chops over
g camp fire in a small revine pome distance
fxrom the 0ld homesbead, His farm manuger wWas
with him.

V&shxngton,June 1l,=-=Senator Harding today
found the lzfe of the Republicen president-
izl nominee strenuous,; although he held no
important political conference, The senator

‘went to his office at the Capitol shoritly

before noon, grected senste cmployees,
recelived a few personal friends,went over
great piles oi congratulatory tel¢grmm”
played a vound of golf at & countyry club
and then worked far inte the night at his
home to catch up with rapidly increaﬁlng
carr@apondencedk.‘

The gregﬁ pational neys of unusual ﬁccurenée and
great imterest in 1920 wes the mysterious Wall street
bowb ‘explogion, & sﬁuéy b%‘@ﬁes&épﬁwt of that event
s#sws‘the pure news style dominating; %hé‘s@oxy is

SEmgly told,but is complete and geaera@lﬁ effective;



Wew York,Sept.6.--A mysterious exploslon

in Wall street, near Broad, believed by itrained
Depariment of Justice and volice invegtigators
to hdve been caused by an infernal machine,
rocked the heart of New York's financial
district today, leaving death and destruct-
ion in ites wake. , '
- At least twanty persons were killed, more
than 200 injured, the banking house of J,.P.
Morgan and Cu., the Bubbreasury and the Assay
pffice Wwere partially wrecked and property
damége estimated ia excess of a million
gollars was caused by the blast....

The noon had Jjust struck,and an endless
stream of office workers had just started
pouring lato the streets {rom buildings
in the neighborhood. Suddenly a cloud of
yellow black smoke and & piercing Jjet of
flame leaped from the street outside the
Morgan office, Then came & deafening blagh.

A wmoment later scores of men,women and
children were lying prostrate on the ground
and the streets were covered with debrig
from thousends of bBroken windows and the
torn facades of adjacent buildings, Two
minutes later the stock and curb exghanges,’
the finangial pulse of the worid,bad closed,
Panic and econfusion reigned in the heart of
New York's financial district,

In the world of sport the Aggociated Press increased
its coverage and sent out complete stories on the Leads
ing sport events of the ygai,‘iﬁ the boiing’stmr;es the
influence of ringside slang is shown in the lead:

~ Ringside,¥adisgon Square Garden,Wew York,
Dec, 14 ,~=Jack Dempsey,the world's champ«
ion pugilist, knocked out Bill Brennan of
Chicago in the twelfth round of & 15 round
bout here tonight with a vicious right blow
to the heart. -

Prennan crumpled and fell helpless Lo the
flogr snd remained in that position until
the veferee counted ten.Hls seconds then
carried him to hig o rner,

In baseball a complete report of the world's series



gameg as well as unusual plays was given, ag ghown
in the short lead welow 3

Boston,MNay l.--lhHe major league record
for the number of innings in a single
baseball game went Lo amash today when
for 26 innings aund threse hours and
50 minutes the Boston and Brooklyn

nationals battled to a i~1 tie oun Braves
Field.

In the follewing story of the 1020 yacht iaces the

new style is shown clearly :

HBandy Hook,H.J,,July 22.-=The Am@rlca’s cup
stays in Amerlcd.

This wase decided shoritly before sundmwn
today,when the American -defender Resolute
captured the 19z9 regetta here, three to -
two, by defeating. Sir Thogas Ligbon'
Shamrock IV in tH€ final ¥ace,

The defendex outsailed the bmean ﬁleop
deecisively, Boat for boat, on tue last
contest of a teompestous gserieg=wihie closest
and most hard fought in the history of the
precious trophy---crosging the line at
7:52:22, only about 25 minutes before the
expirvation of the six hour time Limit.
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Iv
SIGNS OF THE CHANGE

The oiﬁ-érder weakens in the period from 1921 to 1934.~
Conservatism gradually loses to the new school, and a change
in the AP news style ig evident., A breezy,camp@ct and ¢oLlor=
ful style gains the ascendency in lQ?é,although thc dull
verbose sentendes 11nger on, Interesting human Anzbrest
material has won o permanent place in the service,and a
ﬁtimeéiétorigs aséume an eloguence that coémpetitors fail to
attain. ‘ .

During the périod a number of big sﬁories develeped that,
fortunately for the new school, gave the new arﬁists(theii
chanees at coloriul writing: In 1921 the nation was shocks
ed and pleaged at the fine phrasing of the stories.of .the
Unknown Seldier., In 1922«Unu5u&1'and‘amuaing inqidégta of
the &ayha‘néws became a regular part of theAs@rViEe, In
1923 the death of President Harding opened the‘g%tea of
opportunity for phe new sehool and.a Flood of fiﬂe ﬁritﬁ‘
ing ensued that glorified the dead chieftain, Thé neﬁ ‘
spirit bhad so far@'hewévexg ﬁanquered only the~1éadé,éﬁd,,
the final chapter to the change was to céme latérm The
breezy leads attracted the reader,stirréa his imagiration -
and led hlm into the stoxy. N¢neneen~twenty-four ofiered
the Leopold-Loel trial, the presidentlal electlan and the

death of Woedrow Wilson for writers to play ou ; only in
the death of Wilson did fancy reign.
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A, Melville Stone Resigns,l921,

- The year 1921 is interesting to followers of news in
2 number of ways., Duropean dispatches adgpted longer leoads;
murdé? and crime news dally beceame & part of the national
diet; rum running, rail strikeg, mail robberies, armament
limitation conferences, the peace treaty, unemployment afd
the presldentigl change were the news topics. Thg public
was settling down.to business,and press associations
either had to find more news or offer longer stories on
what they did find,

For & study of tlhe Associated Pregs style th@ year
offers several gems, The latter part of the year shows a
sure change in the itone of writing. A breczy siyle snd
colorful phrasging mark the dwily report. Formality is
leaving to give way to spgntaneity. Cploriul details and
clearness at times make the stories crisp. The .01ld order -
still flourighes, but is often combined with the new sepivit,
The new school may be identified in feature leads,person-
ality sketches, news briefs and shorit parvagraphs ; the
intimate coloriul style resecubles the Internationsl News
Service reports, |

Perhaps the key to the change may be found in the AP
dispatch of April 28,1921, reporting the election of
officers of the Associated Press by the board of directors,

At this tiwe Melville B, Stone, head of the AP For a quar-
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ter of a century, was replaced as general manager by a
younger man, Frederiek Roy Martin, 2 man trained more in
the news style of today and under whonm the prgsent m@nager,
Kent Cooper, received his apprentice training. That an
nouncement might well forecast a decided change in the AP
dispatehes within a short time. In fact; before the year
was ended a deeﬁded change wasg moticeable one ﬁh&t ‘the old
guaxd could not understand, but yet was willing %o approve
when everyone one else aid,

Calorful leads and feature bits in the news marked the
change at oﬁee. An example of the lih@ and spirit that
writers were injecéing intc the govefﬁmeutal news; & la
Internationallﬂaws, is shown in the lead of the following
story : |

Washington,April 29,=-=The aimyﬁapgro@riation ,
bill was shot at from ambush and the open
during a sharp and stormy five~houyr fight in
the House today on some of its provisions,
especially one which was admitied to mean
garly withdrawl of American troops from
Geymany, regardless of action of Congress
on the Knox peace resolution.

Feature news leads became common under the AP credit
line. They were mnot daily items, but thgy were no longer
forbidden. In a column story on the Ameriean Legion cone
vention at Xangas City in Optober the lead was written
in & friendly style, as shown in the example below:

Ransag City,Mo.,0ct. 29.-«-Rain,such asg

brought back to the minds of evursaa 8

veterans days and nights epent on the.
soakedyslippery battlefields of France,



greeted the Ameryican Leglon who came in
today to attend the net ional conventlion
of the legion here next week.

" But the ties of friendship were strong=
er than mere physical discomfort,and on
dozens of downtown street corners stood
groups of kheki«clad leroes,utierly ob=-
livious to the downpour,living again the
days of Chateau~Thierry snd the Argonne,

Lineg were pisrced over and over,vilw
lages fell, and the Stars and Sitripes
were run up over conguered enemy posit-
ions..., : '

Pure feature material was often burned into news,
Usually the story was based on some trivial or amusing

incident and written as the INS might present itw-=to

amuee

Hew York,July 20.-=Kigsible young women
between here and San Francigco are hereby
warned that they may be approached soon
by & young Irish-Bohemian poel in a crushed
opera hat and khaki hiking suit and asked
for & EisS.ss.s

The tendency of the new school is again illustrated

in the ten~@Word lead of a story on passenger 1inprs

attempting to reach Wew York by Christmas. :

Wew York,Dec.24.~~0cean liners and Sants
Claus today were racing ageinst time,

The greatest surprise of the year,and yet one mosi
favorably received by the conservatives of the AP wmou=
bership,was the story on the burial of the Uu&nowa Sole

dier. The new management saw its chance when the United
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States brought back from France the casket contuining the

remaing of some poor tnidentified soldier who hed died

in the fight for right. For. several Qa&é before the cere~-



mony on Armistice day the bones of the anonymous dead
warriox wgre glorified,and he was painted "as the son

of every sorrowing mother in America," The story of the
burial was even more elpgugnt..writtén,by Kirke Simpson,
a Washington men of years experience, the gtory was. a
masterpiece and received great praise from all parts of
the country. Apparently the editors of the countyry liked
it, for hundreds of eathusiastic wires were sent bo the
central office. It was something new to the Assogiated
Press,but its success indfsated that it would not be the
last. These stories may indeed be thought of as the basis
or fpundationlfqr the rapid change in the AP style after
192%.

It is nepdless to explain the stories; they speak for
themselves, The first stories prepared. the public for what
was to come on Arvmighice day, ‘A preliminaxy ﬁﬁgry Wil
illustrate the style the writer employed in his series;

Washington,Nov,9.--A plain soldier, unknmwn,
but weighted with honor as perhaps no Amers
ican before him because he died for the flag
in France, lay tonight in a plaee wheyre only
martyred presidents LincolnaGarfzal& and Mew
Xinley, have slept in death,

He kept lonely vigil 1y¢ng in state under
the vast shadowy dome of the Capital, Only
the motionless figures of the five armed
comrades,one at the head and one faocing ine
ward ‘at each corner of the bler skept watch
"with hin,

But far above,towering from the great bulk
of the dome, the brooding Tigure of Freedom
watehed too,as though it said,"Well done"

to the servant,faithful unto death,asleep
there in the vast;dim chawmber below,
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America's unknown dead ig home from
France at lagt and the nation has no
honor too great for him, In him, it
pays uﬂatlnﬁed tribute of pride and gloxry
to all those sleeping. in the far-soil of
France. It was their homecoming today:
their day of days in the heart of the
nation and they must have known it,for
the heart-beat of a nation defies the lavwg
of space, even of eternity....

Washlngton Wov.,10,==A river of humenity,
American men,women and ¢hildren,Americans
by heritage and Americans by elcctloa, flowed-
all today and far into the night past ty
bier of the dead ﬁoléler undeyr the gread
dome of the Capitol. It flowed ag the life
¥loed of the nation itself--- 2 slow bub

overwhelming torrent of. humenidocuments
gathered to attest the vulor ‘of Auwerican
dead in FrancG......

The main stery was 1R200-1500 words in length,but only
the move eloqqent and impressive parts, the opening and
ending need be given, It is imporitant to note the by-line
of the writer, the AP having broken from its practice of
clothing its writers in anonynmity : '

By Kirke L, Simpson
Yembeyr of the Yashington Staff
of the Assoclated Press
Washington,Nov,1l,~=Under the wide and
staryry skies of his own home=land,Amer-
icasunknown dead from France- sleeps to-
night, a soldiexr home from the wars,
Alone, he lies in the narrow cell of
gtone that guards his body; but his soul
hags entered into the gpirvit that is Aner-
ica.Whatevey liberty is held cloge in
man's hearts, the honor and glory of the
pledge of hig high endeavor poured out
oveyr this nameless one of Ffame, will he
told and sung by America for all time,
Scrolled across the marble arch of the
memorial raised to America's goldier and
sailor dead, everywheve, which stonds
like & monument behind his tomb,ruus
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:thlq legend-"We here hlghly resolve
that” hesa dead shall not have dxed in
valnl ..D‘Qll.il.

A roc&mng blast of gunf&re rang from
the woods, The glittering ecivcle of bay-
onets stiffened to a salute to the dead;
Again the guns sﬂouted their megsage of
honor and farewell, Again they boomed
out; a loyal comvade was being laid to
his lost,long rest,

High and clear and true in the echoes
of the guns, a bugle lifted the old,o0ld
notes of taps, the lulleby of the lAViﬂg
soldier;, in death his requeim.

Long ago gome forgotten poetd caught
its meaning clear and pet it down that
seldiers everywhere night know its mess-
age a® they sink to resth:

"Tades the 1ight,
And afar

Goeth day,cometh night,
And a star

Leadeth all,apeédeth all,
To their rest,"

The gung roared out again in the naite
ional salute., He was home, the unkaown,
to pleep forever anmoung his owa,

The infamous Hemon murder trial in Oklahoms nay be

uged to picture the counservative AP,and also 1o indicate

a few of the incoming changes invkhe service; The first
stories of the murder ave characterized,from opening to
ending, by long dull séntences. The story was not played
extengively despite the fact that the police did noi for
some time after the sheéting digeover the identity of the
glayer, The prominence of the man,the hunt for the accused
through the United States and Mexico, the return home and
the long'trial involving the best possible scandal materw

ial, that of evil love, seemed not to have invited &
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wordy report from the AP. The d@lly dxspatcﬂe weyre «
short, namer more than a column in 1ength und ofcea a8
short as & uh¢rd oi & coluum, The lead of one of the
firet tories 1ndlcate° the promlneﬂce 0f the. chfef chaXe
acters and the acandaloug nature of the cage; it Lllws~
tratep the conservatﬁve AP cflme reportlng :

Ardmore Okla.,uov 22, ~~Information charging

Clara Smlnh of Ringling,0kla., with assault

with intent to kill in comﬁectxon with the

wounding here of Jake 1. Hemon,wealthy oil

man and Republican national committeeman of

OEKlahoma, was filed early tonight with Juge-

tice of the Peace Hal Cannon by Rugsell '

Brown, county atiorney of Corter county....

Although conservatism characterized the dally reports
of the trial an occasional colorful sentence or parugraph
crept into the disp @tches. Fellowing a stock lead and the
dull stoxy of the trial one findg in the eighth and last
paragryaph of a December story a nint of the new colorful

e o=
writing that was to dominzte reporis in a few years
(Dec,25,) The slight,fur-trimmed Tigure,
clad in plain blue serge gown,chic hat and
high topped boots, at times dropped the
ntmogphere of misery, in which, the report
declared, she had been existing for & week,

In the story of the trial, for March 15, five columnsg
long aund generally complete in details, there is only one
passege reflecting the impressions of ithe reporters

Three times during the ansrration the
petite defendant broke into tears and
wept silently inteo her handkerchief,

once coming to the very of complete
exhaustion,
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Only one colorful pagsage is found in the story of
the acquittal. The sedond paragraph read

Clara Hamon gosped audibly in the
tensely silent courtroom, dropped Tor-
ward in her seat sonly to be seized from
behind by her younger brother *Jimmy,®
squeezed v;olently and kissed on the
left cheek,

The remainlng contributicns imn lQElrcame»under the
heading of brief\ﬁaragmaphsxand yersonaliéy sketches,
They appeared only occasionallyy and were far irom a
daily item of the service, The‘néws brief'wi@htits humen
interest element is illustrated in 3

Waukegan 111, ,Feb, lo.uwﬁlghtwyaar «01G
Miriam Rubin suddenly stopped talking
at noon today, after she had chatiered
almost aonthually iov 11 d@ys.

In the stories of natlonal figures, the reporters often

gave vent to theiy fanciful vocabulaxy. The leads of the

stories on the vetivement of Woodrow Wilson are good eX-
amples 3

Washington,axrch 4.~«Right storm~tossed
years in the presidency, filled with ’
moments and scenes that will live forever
in humen hisgtory, ended today fox Woodrow
Wilson, *jusi plain Wobdrow W;lson," a8
he hzmself smilingly agoersed,

W&shington,ﬁar@h 4, -=The rg_ns of preg-
idential asuthority passed today from Woode
row Wilson to Warren G, Harding in an in=
augural at once the simplest and moat
dramatic of a w@neratzon.

“In the realm of sport the year 1921 lead the AP

writers a step or two shead in ceoloxful writing. The AP
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carried columns of publicity on the Dempsey-Carpentier
heavyweight fight ot Jersey City on July 2, Conventions
al sgport terms and colorful description creep into the
news report of the fight H

Ringside,Jercey €City,N.J,,July 2,«~llore
than 80, 000 men and womernn today saw Jack
Dempsey of the New World knock out Georges
Carpentier of the Old World in the Fourth
round of their championship bout,

In his grey silk bath rche he secmed
as carvefree as if he was Jjust stepping
from hig morning tub, His famous smile-~
the Carpentier smile-~curled his lips as
he climbed into the cauvas covered sguare
on which he later was to meet defeat, He
turned to the crowa, ale, sped his handsg
and shook: .them in appreciation of the
applause.

Lhengunconceraca a8 8 schﬂolboy gpine-
n']né_; EQP, h@ 'f'OC)k hLS Cl&l.ﬁ.....
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B. The New Spirit Gains,l922,

The struggle continues in 1922 with &he new spirit
gradually geining thﬁ&%ﬁad. stézééshafa génexglly nore
breezy,and at times approach the eloguence of the Unknown
Soldier series of the previous year. In the loug stories
the new gpirit.is found 0nly‘in the lead; in short storigge=-
from 50 to 100 words in length--the new spirit predominate
es. In general, the leads.are spirited; they atiract the
readeyr and caryy him into the story.

Yotional ang international figures in the day's news
always make good storiés, as the Assogiated Press early
discovered in the expansion prégram. An ‘exemple follows:

Parig,Nov, 10,--~Former Premier Clem-
enceau, who sails tomorrow for the United
States on a persenal mission designed fo
improve Franco-Americss relations, spent
todey in seving au reveir to scores of
0ld friends who crowded his little houge

~te wigh him luck in his venture,

Sprinkled through the year are numerous stories of
unusual hapyenings aud news stories with feature leads,
By following them one may see a few steps in the develop~
ment of the new style;

legnetie Springs,Ohioc,Jan,l7.--~Twenty«
four hours after essuming the duiies of
Acting leyor of this health resort village,
Mrs, Mary MeFadden,ased 80, said to be the
oldest woman meyor in the United Stales,
today announced that she intends to give
“this town a 1little dusting.®

Often the element of humor in an unusual happening mokes
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a good feature-news story:

Winchester,Va,,Feb, 3, -~4 motoxr truck
loaded with moxre than one thousand pounds
of dynamite skidded on ilce,plunged over &
retaining wall on the Shenandoah valley
Pike today at Fisher's Eill and rolled
nearly sixty feet to the bottom, The
dynamite did not sxplode,but thie negro
driver, who is said to have escaped une~
hnart, has net been geen since, the accident,

Tragédy mey beltr@ated from vavious vicewpolnis Lo make
good news storiecs, ?hé new style fits a tragic subject,as.
it av once\gtﬁramts"a%teﬁtion by striking a sympaihetic
chord iﬂ the reader, All types of‘ngwﬁﬁmaﬁ%%é so treated,
from the grim humer of an ocean disaster to the buman ine
herest élement in & legal contest, In the examples given
below the long ambiguous leads indicate the lingering iu-
‘fluencé of tbe oldexr gchool i

Wew York,March 8.-~=The grim humoury of a wire-
less operator, who Jaughed at death and
flashed striking bits of wit into the
ether as his ship, the Norweglan steumer
Grantoft, wallowed and slowly sank
during a mid Atluntic hurricane last
Thursday, was recorded on the raudio log
of the Danish steamer Tebonla,arviving
today,

Chicago,March Li.--Two mongrel puppies
and their mother today scampered around
a backyerd uwnmigdful that they may be the
heirs to $16,000 and that they are the
centbral figurcs in o legal butile which
has 2ll the reguisites of a wmovie thrill-
er--=the death of an aged woman without
direct helrs,twe wills,one of them migsw
ing and the other said to be illegel, a
conbest b¥ relatives and a counter contesd
on the part of the dogs by =z yeung attorney
who drew up the missing willl,



In a stoyy of & tragic labor riot et Hewrin,Ill.,the
AP writers wowmed ¢loquent and wove ar stmosphere of

poetic quiet about the funéral scene, The story illuse

trates the new spirit reaching out, sxpunding

Hexrin, 11, ,June 2D;=-The unknown dead of
Hervin's labor war weut Lo thely groves to=
day.Sixteen of thew were buried in the Y"poi-~
vherts field,® while union wen o hed dug.
their graveg leaned on thelr syades,snd
held their ghepeless hats in worksgnarled
hands, :

Tne summer sun beat down oun the lang
grass of the Herrin cemetery,the daisies
snd the red clover and the singing of
meadowlarks mingled with the brief service,

8o the four preachers seng,too,as Lhe
wendering sixteen,the unknown dead, weve
buried,without tears,

The meadowlarks sang,toe, @ bubbling
thrill, wellliug up Joyous and hopeful
through wmidsummer héat.... '

Dry national events sittracted the new spirit. In
presidential, federal or national news the new tendency
breaks out in spirited leads :

Vachington,June 13.--Warning by FPresident
Harding that he would be obliged to call
Congresps in special session if it failed
£0 take up the ship pubsidy hill prior to
adjournment, was supplemented today by &
White House anncuncement that the adminis-
tration wapg determined to pregs uunremite
tingly for actiocn now,

Chicago,June 350,--Federal intervenbion
by the United States rallrozd board today
failed to halt the sirike of 400,000
railway shopmen called for 10 o'tclock
bomoryow morning, - .

Chicago,Jduly 16,=-4 vell of silensze descend-

ed todey like =z blanket over the railway strike
situation &g both rail heads and sitrike lsaders
turned hopefnl eyes toward the momentous develops=
wents the new week was expecied to bring foxth,
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The opening of the E&ll«mi@ls‘eaé@ é&ierg a study
and a contrast to the later sensational- re@artg of the
.Atzial;.Theligzguﬁtoxies ar@<ccnaanvativelywwritteng
indicating bhat the new sp;flt had 50L re&c@ad c%lme
reports. S@nuences are anusuallg wuccesm‘ul Lﬂ dbtracte-
-ing and hglding‘ﬁhe imteweat through‘ﬁhelgug@astionfcf
uystery iﬁ-%he.case. The . lcng sentenc es ahow %hs old AP,
the short cxisp phrageg the n@w‘AP:

“BW'Brunswick W»J.,Wov.l&; -~Thig was =
her day ef myﬁteriws 1r the Holl-liills
urder gcage.

New Brunswick,N, d.,Bept 19, ~-Elscmvufy of

the pistol with which Rew, Edward Theeler \ -
Hall,rector of the €hurch of S8t. John the
?v@ngelist,@nd his young choir legder,lrs,
Elesnor Relnbardt Mills,were. slaln,brought

the investigation of the mysterious double
murdar'aewr to its cloge tonighk,

Hew Brunswick,W.J.,8ept,21l,~=The "house
of nysgtery® thmt stands on & knoll ou the
0ld Phillips farm overlooking thse crab
zpple tree beneath which Rew,TDdwerd Wheele
er Hall and his choir leader, Urs. Elconor
Reinhardt Mills, were-found 51&1& last
Baturday,was brought foreibly back iate
the @ic*ure'tmd%y by an uncapny story
toid by Mrs. Charles Amedee De Russy,one

time playmate of the slain rector’s widow
and resident for 16 years in the rmmab&cxle
puilding.,

Few Brunswick,¥,Jd.,0ct,25,«=Mrs, Jane
Gibson,alleged eye~w1tnegs of the Hell~Mills
-murdeﬁ signed a statement today giving the
name 01 2 wWoums Who she devlared,was one of
slaying party,and repcrts weére immediabtely
circulated that the arrest of bhe womanees
prominent since the utdf? among those under
investigation--was immanent.

HWew Brunswick,N.J,,Nov.,l,--"What comment
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dentd.,

could I make 9 Of course, that was nct
s0,and that is all./n

Wlth thege woxrds Mrs. Frances Btevens
Hall opened her firgt interviews-an inter-
view planned by her counsel o that she
night seek to éxtricate herself, in the
yupllc eye, from the circumstential net
in which the Fall-WMills murder has en<
meshed hor‘ »

the gporting world the new %en&ency:is;m@sﬁveviu

In all cases,however; the aew sfyle progresses

1ittle fartlier than the‘lead 3

Hew Vork Oct,7,==Rain drops and brain
flons s ent the Vew York Americans down

te another ‘defeat today in thely glmost

hopeless fight witk the local National
Leaguers for the basecball championship
of the world,

The Gianks made fouxr rums,barely enough
o win the gawme, because they were bright
boye and fast on the muddy base paths,
pelted with vrain during every minute 4f
the baibtle, The Yankess got only three

runs because they thought and wmoved

slowly,or not at all in the high moments

of their attacks,

Dgyton,Chio,Nov, 4.,--After thundering
their way three~fourths of the distance
across the United States from San Diego.
to Indianapgolis through storm amd calm,
darknegs and ligh%, aboard the monoplane
=2, Lieutenauts John A, MacReady and

akiey ¢.Kelly relaxed tonight after
their hagardous trip and related ine

cidents of thelir record-breaking noie

gtop Flight of 2.060 miles.

Milwaukee,Wisc.,¥ay 3l.,--Twelve gigane
tic Bas bags tonight were sailing through .
endless uncharted acres of upper alr as
participants in the thirteenth national
balipon race,which started here this

gfternoon and ends for each navigator whene

ever and wherever it becomep necessary
to vet@rn to ‘earth,
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C., Feature Leads, 1823,

The study of 19 2 is concexrned with the developument of
the breezy news lead end the colorful repowxt of the death
of Pregident Harding., The maiy contribution of the year is
the‘development of a news style. The 0ld ideals still pre=~
dominate, but the AP zrwl@rs hav@ begome Talrly proficient
in the new art, The opeuning lines of stories in general
are more abtiractive than ever before even if the content
isg gtill 3omewhat‘&u11 and formal,

U\ . - - o Iyl »

*he new spirit adds color and life, The opening words
of @ story atiract the attention of & reader at once, His
imegination and powers of association are stirred,with -
the result that he is intere&ted and reads the entire
story that he otherwise would probably overlook., A number
of leads &Low what is meant H

Antwerp,Jah. 20.~~va;ng glowly down
the River Scheldit tonight on their woy
home aboarxrd the American transport 8t.
Mihiel ig the last contingelit of the
troope who represented the United States
in the world war,

lieacham, Ore, ,July d.«~«Carried back in
fanecy more than half a century, Prepe
ident and Hrs, Ha;deng saw reproduced
today the scenes of Oregon's piloneer
days and btraveled the old Qregon trail,
the road which saved an empire,

Chicago,June 21 ,-~Testheyr grumblers
were granted thelr diverging requesis in-
directly today by a variety of te aperatures
throughout Ccntral Uniteg States,which

ranked from texrib1y ‘hot in some cases to
almost winter cold in others..
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New York, June 24,--Wearing with pride
and grace her newly acguired titie of
queen of the Seas, the Leviathen is
back in her home port, veady to defend
he? record agalnst any and all pusuanner
ships, fram whabever country.

Pure faature news was not uncommen in the p&pers in
1923, yet it was fax from éhe dumly Qractzae. Such stor;es
covered a variety of subjects,and illusirate the search
for new material and subjects. The coloriul Btyie of

competing press agsociations charecterizes the leads &

Wew York,Feb, 2Lk.~=In a fashiocnable
school for girls, Joy Loulge Leeds,@
years old, today received her first
lesson in long division,

During the same hour the will of
IIrs, Lowige Harishorne Leedsg,doy's
foster mother, who recently met death
in a plunge from an upper window of her
home, was filed for probaite at Mineoplas,
 revealing thalt Joy had been. begueathed
$260,000, = fortume in jewels ,and upon
the death of her foster father, Warner
Leeds, & life income from a 2,000,000
estate,

Chicago,dune 28,--~FEvery time an ew-
ployee ©blinkg or locks crosse-syéd it
8dds to the cost of living,Prof.Howard
0, Minchin of Ohioc 8State Uniwersity,
declared Today in a plea for visual
conpervation in 1ﬁduntxy before the
annual congress of the American oplom-
evrical &gaas¢mtv@n.,

Tre uneéxpected death of fhe chief executive of the
nation came as a big blow, and the feeling of the nation
was poeyzc&vly expressed by the flowery AP wr;ters.
Simplicity marked the fivgt stories,but the later ones

are filled with fine phrases and flowery writing so une-
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1ike the usual AP story. The stories on the President's
illness foiléw & course beltween the old and the new
-styles ¢

Pregidentisl Headquariters,Palace Hotel,
Sen Franeisco,July 31, --’mhe Pre gxdemt
is besvter.?

Taese four words telill the sioxry of @
fight made today by Vaerren G, Harding,
in a room on the top floor of thé Palace
hotel, where he is ill with broucho-
pl’lemﬂoﬁ" ho ase

Writers madé he best of thelr apya“tvnlﬁv ﬁh@n the
President died. The execubive was pictured as a martyr
who died from patient overwork iﬂ'@@h&lf of the ?anle.
The chieftain waEs ahaiged frbm @ politlclian to a magnif-
‘lcent atatesman, a herse who t@uled on llpﬂfavatgge SET T
ing the publie until he worked himﬁelf %0 deasth, The flow
of words followed his body scrose the ccunarygcontlnuvd
'mhile he lay in state at Washinglon,and sadly watched him
back to his Ohio home for buriala‘TLe death was too un~-
expected forvr Writersg else they would have done better w
with the stories. |

Pregidential Headquarters,Aug.2,=«
Warren G. Haﬂﬁ&ﬂ Psesmdcat of the
United Stotes, ¢ ed ivgtan neausiy
and wiﬁhau& warning ton¢gnu at Ti30

ofclock, a vigtim of.a gFroke of apos
nisxys whch ghruck h3ﬂ down in hig Wewk-
ecned condition after &ﬂ]ﬁlﬁ&%g of exaci~
iy & week,

The discasge had been eonqaere&§qae fire
wag oub, bub seven days of silent,though
intense sufiering, had left their maxk and
before physiciaus could be called, members
of his feamily summoned,or remedial meosures
taken, he passed from 11fa 8 stage ,,...0 |



washington,August 6,--In the chill
stateliness of the White Houge Bast
Room, the body of Pregident Hording
will be placed on its arrival here
tomorrow. There, with the cold gloom .
of the room's giani central chande-
lier above the bier, it will remain
until it is taken to the caplihol 1o
tunda for services Wednasaay mornin&.

On Boaxd ﬂBrdLﬂ? Funeral- Tra¢$ at
Chicago. Angust 8,~=The heart of Amer-
iga~=~that great prairiec region hetween
the Missouri river and Lake Midgi@an~~
was filled with sorrow today as the
funeral cortege of the republic moved
eastward through the states of Iowa,
and Ililinpis,and bhen @as+Wd§d toward
Waghington. :

Washington,August 8,~-Warren G. Haid=
ing left Washinglton tonight, forever,
His shor{,eventual monment of power and
heavy care was ended} hl eternity of
rept begun,

. Yestexyear, the flooding tide of
degbiny bore him eapbward ito take up

the challenge of leadership the millionse
of his countrymen hod thrown o him,
Today, that tide Rbbed westward asgain
under the gehting sun, The singing
rails bore him back to the guiet town

in Ohic whence he ceane,

The mnew presgident wasg picturesquely described as a
modern Atlas taking up the burden of the western world:

&ﬁhlﬂgi@ﬂ,Aﬁg.u.-*C&lVlﬂ Coolidge foday
grasped the helm of the ship of stazte as
it fell fyom the lifeless hands of its
¢aptain, Warren . Fardln&.

guietly he {took upon himself the duties

of pilot,

Wapnington,Aug, 4.-»President Coolidge
today put his shoulder under the burden of
the government and made yeady %o caryy cn
along the pathway povntea ou* by T “rpsxdeﬂt
harding.

79



80
After such stories no one could consclentiously say
that the news style of the Associated Presg had not changed,
in the spoxrting world there ore ﬁv@ ouw“@ﬁdxna examples

of the changing style. There is a freedom aud & brecze to

the opening lines of the two prxze fight wveports not found
in eaxlier AT reperus ¢

Ehelby,ﬂont.,Jaiy ,,»=The whole sporting
world was wrong«--wath the exception of thab
courbeous, smiling individual,Tomwy Gibbons
of 8%, Paul, The chalWenuer to the astonlghe
went of the au,GOO ppeceatorg in The sulie
baked srens on the edge of this oil=boom
town, was on hi& feet, s8till fighting,at
the end of hig scheduled ib-round Lieavy=
weight battlie today with Jack Dempsey,
wgen almost everybody sxpected him to be
knocked out in sim oy ceven Tounds.

Ringside,dersey City,N.J.,~=-=Jdegs Willard,
the mounvalin man from Kensas, went back to
Tistic oblivion tonighit, but he staged
the last though futile act of his come-
back before a vest throng of more than
100,000, the greatest in ring history,
th&t ii led Boyle's Thirty Acres to overs
Flowing.

Tuis Angel Firpo, the daxrk-browed
matler from Argentine, closed the doox
to Yillard's attempted return to his
figtic fame by knoeking out the gland
American champion in the eighth round
of & glasghing battle,.
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D, Purple Thrases,l924.

The oxdinary céuxsa of evenﬁa-in 1924 wes 6vershgdow5'.'
by the femous Leopold-Loeb case, the presidential elést-.
ion and the death of Woodrow Wilson. To the press all
three offered unusual opportunities for feature writing
of new proportions. The Loeb ease'was one of the outstand-
ing murder capes of & cenbtuxy, @né filled With‘elemania of
humzn interest that struck at tha‘heart‘of every home in
this and'éven in foreign cgu@tri@a. It accordingly attract-
ed national attention. The very boldness and cold deliber-
ateness with which the two youths committed the crime
‘made the story all the more unusual, The Associated Press
handled & complete reporﬁw of the case, although one must
admit that the treatment was brief andxsimple when come
pared to reports of murder cases by the same service tﬁo
or three years latér, On the whole a semi-congervative
style dominated the reperts,and only occasional flashes
of colerful phrasing atand out, ;

‘he presidential election, on the other hand, proved
to be one.of the.most colorful im the history of -the
country,and was exciting and bitterly fought. The AP, for
weeks, even months before the election, carried columng
of pelitiéal propagandsa from all secltions end alignments,
boosting all the presidentisl possibilities. In general,

the stories we¥e all of the conservative type-=-clear,but
not too breezy.
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not too breezy., Tle death of the war~time president
naturally deserved considerzble attention and the AP
did itself proud by turning loose its new poetic writers
on the story. The death of the leadex was vividly pice
tured by the Asgociated Press. .
The other consideration in 1924 is. the further devel-
opment of the feature style in'news and news features..
The change continues, with the leads generally more live<
1y end cpmpact, with interpretative clauses added to. the
dispatches, ALl in all,,tha‘year‘shows clearly‘that the
AP writers are gradually adopiting the new style, This is
evident in the lattar paxrt of the &eafg.ebpeeially in the
stoxy an the death of Woodrow lesow.
of. the many stories on the preszdent1a1 nominating eon-
ventions only one need be mentioned to show the new spirit.
A ghory of the Democratic conveatien is given ¢
New Yorxk,June 2 25,e~Shirteslecved and. .
sweltering, the hostg of Democracy gave
themselves gp today to nemination and
noise,
More of both are to come, AlgQ,probe
ably mere of the siticky heat that "makes
your blooming eycbrows crawl" in the
heavy,lifeless air of the drab,though
flag-wrapped 91&-ﬁadison~3quare"Gard6n;
There are numerocus examples of fcatura news leads, In
a story of the funerel of a murdered gang leader a writer
injects some of the tragedy and pathos of the situation:
Chicago,Nov,1l4,«-Amid kingly pomp and

splendor Dion O'Bannien,ruthless leadey
of Chicago gangland,gunmarn,beer runney
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and hijacker,was carried te the grave
today by his associates, . .
Gengland,hushed and decﬁrou&,w&tﬁ
bitbter enemies standing shoulder to
shoulder, attended the funeral of .
this queer anemoly of pistols and
posies,shot dowm last londay by three -
gunmen &g he stood among the roges
and chrysanthemums of his flowershop,..

mhe,phanging¢n§wsJ§£yle;caugh£ goverumental news in,
its advancing strides, The lead usually indicated the.
chenge 1 | '

Washington,April 24.-<Opening shots
were fired btoday in the Senate in the
tax reduction fight with the Mellom
income tax rates being given the wmost
attention,

@ashlngtonsFeb. 18,«=Hints of an en<
tirely new and startling development
An the oil seandal phirred the capital .
today and were communicated to Pregident
Coolidge,. .. S

 Washington,Feb,ld,-=-Developments in .
the oil scandal tumbled ovelr each obher
se regularly today and went. so far a=
field that,when night came, the nation=
al eapital had not racovered<frnm the
’shock

| In many of the stories., an, attempt at cempa@tmeaa and
condensation in the lead is diseemnable?‘with integpret»
ative elaﬁaég‘aften added byqthé Wxitef;“éuéhﬂié-bhé case
in the following Congressional news 3
Washingtou,Feb,19,~==The attempt to drive

Attorney Gencral Daugherty irom the cabe

inet was venewed from a new angle in the

Senate today after he had adopted an ate

titude of defiance teward his ecritics.

Lokzeymay 17.~~The Japanese exclus¢an
question and all the bitterness it ens
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gendered ‘is momentarlly forgotten
while Tokio thrills over the feay of
the American aviators linking,for:
the first time in history, American
-and - Japanesu terxitoxy by eir,

In Lhe-stcry on the‘death-of'Wesdrnw'Wi;son the AP~
poets egualled the eloguence of the Unknown Soldier
- stories of 1921, ¥rom the time that the ex-president -
began to sink the AP smnt dispatches filled with imag-
inative writing. The -invelid was painted as weging a wmag-
nificent but losing fight with the angel of death. The
last hours were pictured as a fal&ingitide-flow&ng'0ut~
word te the great unkunown:

Washington,Teb, 2s==00ft1ly, but with
increasing sw1ftness, the falling tide
of Wocdrow Wilson's life fiowed out=
ward toward the great deep.

Stendily dthrough the day and into
the inscrutibvle houre of darkness it
helps its inexorable way, beyond the
powexr of human will or human 1ngenu1tj
to snay it..

Whan he died the Assoeiated Press- announced his death
in the: aallowing four paragraph Zead

Washington,¥eb, 3,==Tormeér Pz ee%dent
Woodrow v;lsop died at 1&:1 o'clock
this wmorning.

The place of his. entonbment and wbethn
er-hisg funeral will be-public oxr private
will be announced later.

The end was peaceful,life ebbed away
while he slept.

A tired men, he closed his eyes, and
"sustained and soothed by an unfaltere
ing trust," passed on to the great here-
after "like one who wraps the drapery
of his couch about him and lies down
to pleasent dreamg,”
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The lead was *lqwery, but not. poetie, The paragraphs
that followed were fllghts of fancy

Last Irlday the grim re&per had -
forced his way into the. house aftexr
waiting on. the déorséep. more than .
four years, Satuvday he had advauced
to0 . the landing on the pteircase and
stood counting off the ticks of the
great clock. Saturday night he knogk-
ed &t the chamber door, A faithful
physician and a loyal wife stood with
their backs sgainst it. At nine
o'eclock he rattled the door and called
on the peaceful,prostrate figure on
the great bed---a bed long and wide,

& replica of the bed in which Abraham
Lincoln slept in the Uhite ﬁhuse,w;th

& golden American eagle and a hiny
s*lk flag over the headwboard,

Thée watehers knew the battle was:
lost, At the porial. of the door now
open, the faithful Negro pervanbclove,

‘eved, On the bed,sitiing bveside her '
husband,sustazned by all the fortitude
and compogure of a woman facing a crisis,-
holding between her hands the wan,withe
ered right hand that had proven the pen
wightier thon the sword. Wear the foot of
of the ved waeg the eldest daughtor -
Maxrgaret,resigned to the ineviteble...

Death advanced and beckosnied for the
last time. The tired,worn-ocut man drew
a long breath,there. was & slight Tlutter
of ths eyelids,an almost 1m@@rceptwblb
twitch of the nosﬁrlls.

Woodrow Wilson's soul had drxfued out
on the great dark tide. that vuns are&nd
the world,

QOutside & sickly sun. broke through-a -
cloud bank, A little native warbler, a
pilgrim veniuring forth in semrch of
early Spring ahd sunr,giopped Ior a mo=
ment and from hig twig aloft twittexred
& happy note. Almest at that mement Iy,
Wileon was pessing out, ‘

The Leopold¢Loeb case had unusaal elemenuﬂ for the

wrilters tn play upom iun cslorful styie, but the AP somew
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how overlooked its epmortunlties. Only in a few of the
leads were th@re elements of celorful Writxng. The acw~
cused were re;erxed,ﬁq»ln;np mpxe“ggnaatlonal phrase
than the "yeuthful s;ayarsgf,and,then:only”occasionélly.
The first stories were convenbtiongl AP stories. In the
first story of the confession and in those.of the trial .
there are coleriul phrares in the-bgening‘sentensea.
Otherwise the story is told with the old conservative
expressipns,f

Chicago,June 7.,-=~A plot filled with
boyish crudeneso was revealed today in
the confession of Richard Loeb,detaile
ing his share With Nathan Leopold Jgr.,
in the kidnepping =nd k;ll¢ng of Rob-
ext Franks,

A picture of the thoughtlas cruelty
and. adolescence was the outstanding
contribution of Loeb's coaf9381en to
the kidnapping record...

Chicago,July 23,~-Nathan Leoyold N
and Richard Loeb faced the sorrowing
parents of their boy victim teday at
the bar of justices....

On the part of the paradoxically
brilliant but ¢riminal young defends
ants there wos no display of sorrow.

Chieago, July ‘24 --“r@sale obgects~~
,trouseru,booﬁsga rectangular robe ang
& bundle o0f boardse-were added to the
evidence with which the- state seeks ua;

obtain the death sentence for the cons
fessed murderers of Robert F?ankm.

Chlcago Jul; a5.-—oca11ng the final.
heights in his "mountain of evidence?
against Nathan Leopold, Jr., and Richard
Loeb, Robert I, Crowe,atate 5 attornayg
today reached a point where he will place
a8 a peak tomorrow the confessiom of the
two youths to the kidnapping and slay-
ing of young Robert Franks.
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v
KENT COOPER

The final period shows the complete triumph of modern-
iesm in the Associated Press. From the entry of Kent Coop-
er as general manzgery in 1925 the old ordeyr rapidly gives
way to the new "all-inclusive" journalism of the new man-
ager, Color,spirit and human interest become the dominant
notes, Gone are formality, conservative rules and dull
writing, The new storieg rival, abt times surpass, the
brilliant phrasing of competing associations,

In 1928 Kenthoopex became general manager and opened
the gates to purple phrasging., The Kentucky 'sand cave story,
the Tennesgsee evolubion stqry and numercus feature items
resulted, In 1926 the service was exyended to all parts :
of the globe in keeping‘with Cooper's "allainbkusive "
Journalism, Queen Marie was 'glorified,Valentino was made
a saint, and feature.itemsvfrom all parts of the globe
added to the service.‘ln 1928Y% the new Associated Press
took a flylug start with the trang~-Atlantic flights,The
height -of -sensational writing was Teached in the reports
of the Gray-Snyder murder trial, Eeature writing dominated
evexry type gf news, It w&sxnowlonger'the conservative
Associated Pres&e--it(was the coloxrful AP,ahd it was as

colorful as the INS or UP could ever hope to be.
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A. Kent Cooper in Charge,1925.

Almost from the first day of the new year a comprshen=
sive change in the Associated Press style is apparent,
The amount of AP material seems materially. increased,and
the new style predominates, especially in the leads;

The year is notablé for a number of events, or rather
for a number of events that .the AP made notable. Kent
Cooper succeeded Roy M&rﬁxn ag general manager and the
lagt restrictions on the style of wrltlng and type of
story as laid down under MelVille Stoue disappeared and
the Wew Agsociated Préss may be sald to have entered the
field, Cooper, said to have once been a United Press man,
naturally believed in modernizing the Associated Press,
He joined the organigation in 1910,bullt up the traffie
department in 1912,made extensive European travels,visite-
ed every division of the'éssociatién in this counitry,ree
organized the South American branch,and established the
first printer %élegraph iine:in‘the United States., fn-
nouncement of the resignatibn of ‘Roy-.Tartin wes made on
¥axch 51, to. become effective axter the next annual meet=
ing on April 21, He stated at the time, that he had been
planning the change for more than a year. At the meetlng
of the directors on April 19 the resignation was accepted
and snnouncement made of the appointment of Mr, Cooper as

general manogey,
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Cooper as a modernist started at once to carry out his
theories, This is evident from the first of the year,in-
_deed in the previous year when he probably did most of
the work as assistant to Roy Martin lonz before the latter
turned over thg“actual mgnagement‘%o'him,ﬂA number of
stories testify jo the new policy. Floyd Collins was
made a national hero becausec he got caught between two
rocks while crawling about on.an exploration trip in.a
Kﬂntucky‘saﬁd'pave‘ Dayto?,Tenna,.was;magg the‘égy;ta; of
thgucpuntry when‘thp‘SQopea,a highﬂgchpollﬁeaghgr? wag
triad'forlvﬁolating‘the_gtayg law‘prgpibiting the teachs
ing of evolution in state schools, At the close of the .
-trial the death of William Jennings E?yan,wﬁn had been
prosecuting the case, furnished a dramatic close of the
event, The Browning name crept‘intg,ﬁhe scandal news for
thelfirst time, laying a pasis foxlthe sto;ies\th&t,were
telappear two years }ater.“Thexg_werellegit;gate‘ngwa ‘
events of national importance --the great Illinois tor-
nado, the Teapptlp@@e inyegtigéﬁion and the-Shenanfoah
aiiship cragh, Bmphasis was given,however, on the. un-
fagogqplgﬁgtozie@T;n“thefdaylsﬁnewé.fﬁnrthg whole.the- ex~
pansion of the AP %0 all fields of news sources was the
outsﬁandiné achievement of the year., Assoc¢iated Press
crgdit iines adorned short stories,paragraphs from all
sections of life and all parts of the world,colorful and

interesting sidelights on human nature and features.
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The AP news paragraphs covered a number of subjects -
of genersl 1ntere5t, such ag strikes ,stbfms,freaks,déaths
of prominent persons,bank robberies,prohibition,human in-
terest and animals, The unusual element in %he news is
illustrated, in th§ iollpwing parag&aph:

Omaha,Neb. ,Aug,19,--4 pair of special.
‘made 15} shoes are 'being completed by

a loeal merchant for a 250 pound South ,
Dakota farmer at a cost of $20, ‘The shoes,
when completed,will have required two .
day's labor and most of a kangaroo h;de.
They will be 14 inches lomg and have a .
spread of five 1nches at the W1dest pplnt.

salt Lake Clty?Utah,Be».eé ~~--Santa
Claus wag, forced to unmask by casting .
aside his long white whigkers here &o-
day. If he appears on the gtreets he
must be beardliess,due to a protest to
the city commlss;on &and the chief of
~police by represenﬁatlves of thﬁ [N
Klux Klan,

The personality sketch in the form of a feature story
is.illustrated‘iﬁ the following,stqry 3

Augtin, Tex,,Jan.2l;=-"Jim,who signed
that appllcatlon gn
It was a query from the woman SOV
ernor to her husband,who sat a few
feet from her in the governor's office.
Jim didn't bat an eyelash. He read
the document in silence, It wag the |
pardon appli@atlon for uylvester Hont=
abana, serving a sentence for murder,
'Finally Jim apéke.
MWell,I see the namesﬁpf two HeWSn“,
paper men on 1t,so Lit ean't ameunt to
much.® i eeree s

!

The following stpry on the Illinois tornadé.aﬁﬁ
proaches modern poetic prosge in places :

Chlcagg,ﬁmrch 2l,~=~5addened bu une-
daunted by the havoc of Wednesday 8
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tornado, survivors of the catastrophe
in the storm belt of I1linois and Ind-
iane tonight prepared to emulate the
Phoenix,which ¥Yegeuverates from its - .
“ashes, With only half of the 800 dead .-
‘consigned to hasty graves and . hundreds. .
of the nearly 34000 injured still in
the care of doctorxs and nurcses lens
ere anncuuced‘ ‘

When a picturesque character was to be portraJed or
glor*fled the new style answered Well :

Hartford,@onn.sﬁprll 4 ,~=The colorful lzfe
l1ife of Gerald Ghapman,v;v1d in. qyecu .
" tacular misdeeds which earned for him
‘the reputation as the country's most
dangerous eriminal, was ordered for-
feited by a. Connecticut dury today.
But Chayman,ﬁtlil thé stoic criminal
of iron nerve, hasn t given up the fight
for life,

Appealing: human interest news briefs became a regulalr
part of the service:

Holyweood,Calif,,June 3,-=-The mannish,
boyish type of beauty which last yesar
reigined favorite has been replaced by
the skim,youthful and decidedly fem= .
inine creasture,it was indicated by a
contest in which 500 of the "most beau-
tifulvgirls hexg part1clyated

Chicago, dune 0.—~~"Old S0l," who for. a
week hag done his best ®o. convert terye
itory from the Roeky wountaing to the
Atlantic seaboard into a furnace,today
found some active competition when Jupw
iter Pluviug todk a hand in ﬂoder@ting
teuperatures in the Middle West,

The heights to which the AP style was to rise--or the
depths to which it was- t0 sink--=-ig forecast in a yass-
age frowm the report of a murder trial

Chicago,June 15,~-The 1ong-awa1ued .
great humen interest element in the
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Shepherd murder trial was thrusd .
dramatically into the spotlight,

late today when Miss Isabelle Pope,
who waited with a marriage license
while "Billy" McClintock died, took-
the witness stand today....

« s The frail,demure young woman:
added her bit to the mesh of ¢ir--
cunstaness  the state ig seeking to.
weave abont the HQeyear~-0ld lawyer...

The 1ead of & follew story en- the big Callfornla earth-

guake 1llustrates the new 1nterpretat1ve Bpirlt that AP

writers wére addwng

. Santa Barbara,Calif. ,June 29,»-This =
eity by the sea, which early boday
staggered under the blow of a rending '
earthquake, tonight surveyed 1its gxeaﬁ
loss and. began fighting back...

In news events of all natureﬂ tle new breezy lead was
current, as in the story of a new airplane record :

Mitchell. Field,Ohio,3ept,18,~--Flaghing
through the air at the speed of 302.3
miles per hour, Lieut.Alford VWilliamg,
U,8.0, today looked over the side of
hig plane and below him on Mitchell

. Field saw the white blur of a huge crossg,
which told hin that he had gratified a
life~long ambition and set & new un-
official world airplane speed,

In the feature field ﬁhere are two ouitstanding stories
‘'on the eclipse of the sun ;

Mlew York,Jan, 23,==A ray. of blacke
ness swung among the spheres tonight,
gilently and mojestigally bearing toe-
ward earth,

It wae the cbony shadow wast by the
moon in eclipsing the sun,gliding
thyough the void on eternal tour,

At the rate.pf thoussnds of miles an
hour its arc described itself in the
NeaVENBe s sonsee
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New York,Jan.25,<-80l and Luna held -
their . longaantlclpaued rendeévcus Sate
uréay..
© Their trysting place was & heaven e
curtained -with dusk and fringed withk
rosy clouds. The occasion was a tObdl
solar eclipse of such megunificence ap
humans seldom have seen, =

Chaperones were Venug,Jupiter and
Mercury, and the time was 8 a.,m, Baste

~ern standard,as astxonomlcal rumor had
‘whigpered it would be,

Heptatic sclentisto on earth veport«
ed it the most perfect executed union-
the heavens have portrayed since man-
began ' studying and recording such events,
instead of hiding from’ them .in’ terrore
stricken prayers, Gleefully they peered
through cavernous telescopés,while
millions of other sarth beings stared
through smoked glasces,awed and silent,

And now the Colling story, Por seventeen days the AP
carried thrilling reports éf the attempt tqirgﬁquezﬁlﬁyd
Collins from a F@vnucky sand G@Ve where he was trapped by
falling boulders wh11e pn an explovatlon trzn. The hunan
interest elenment was Qlayed to the limit,and daily papers
emphasiged the story that the AP so carefully prepared for
the th3111-IOV$ng yubllc. Intese 3t was meintained by the
unc@:bwlmty of succesvg thu femf that Collins was dead
and by man's rescuc etfforts bevng tMWﬁrted.by nature,
Sympathy. was the“keymote mﬂd the AP knew it.

The stovy on the f1rst day e&rfled material aimed at
drawing sympathys

Cave City,Ky.,Feb. S.=~uiteirsrtasenss
lfarghall C, a brother,collapsed from
fatigue today. Homer C,another brother,

has been working day und night carrying
food to his gtriken kinswan and endeaunr--
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ing to set him free, :The boy's aged
zather,helpless stands in the cozy
mud at the cave entrance,his hope
soaring with new: effort dlrected to=
ward ‘rescue’ and ‘his heart: ginking
with each sueceedlng fallure,

The klllful uge of auspense is illustrated in

Cave City KyspFeb,5,~=Floyd Galllns,
if he is not alveady dead in his sand
cave tomb, faces death in so many forms -
that his GhaﬂGeS of being brought out
alive are exceedingly remote,

The climax shd grand triumph of the AP reporters was
theirx §ffort al portraying the burisl of Colling, It
recalls the sﬁpfies_on the burial of the Unknbwn Soldierx
and the death of Vpodrow Wilson ¢ |

Cave City,Ky.,Peh.l8;=-+3ealed in hisg
perpetual touwb, Floyd Colllns sleeps .
tonight in peace,

Buried alive, he cndured Ior days
the terrifying solitude,prayiung pite=~
ously, somehow, he would be able t0o €S-
cape an impending doom that was always
alone,trepped in the Jawp of & cavern=.
ousg earth

Re@11z1ng,geyh¢pg,thau the V'O;Gﬂt
efforts of scores of persons to rescue
him would be in ' vain, he met death gsme-
ly,his jaws set. A few hours,or perhaps
a day or two, after death h&d ended his
guffering,rescuers broke open his sar-
cophagus,

Wo “hello' greeted them; no sound
came {rom the dvaun lips,and Ed Brenner,
a former minder who',himself had known of
the horrors of uolline' 711gbu,glunﬂed
into the perilous pit.

"Dead™ was his laconic prounceaemt of
the failure of the workerg. Plansg were
made 1o bring out his body,but . mother
earth,who had blocked every effort to
get Collins until he had paid with hisg’
life. for his cxplorationgclung to him,



The caverns he knew. and loved so
well became his crypt. With SlM@TG'
funeral services his'body wes resigne
ed to the cave thatwould not led him
‘,_9‘,,0 "

But above the gepulchre of that cbh-
geure unfortunate had been unfolded a
news serial that had enthrallied the
country for 17 days. The climax was
written today.

The booming dencotationsg of dynamitej
the dull thud of large boulders,loogs-
ened from ceniuries-old bed oun the des
olate hillside,as they tumbled in and"
closed the new plt,was the drawing of
the colophon of the herelc work of the~
rescuers,

A few flowers strewn &bDub the mouth
of Sand Cave, 2 fow spectators wander-
ing ajmleggly abautﬁ uede had replaced

. the. mechwnvcal eqilpuent aad the work-
ers of Wé&terday.

The "monkey urlal" in Tennessee cavsed eomhent ull
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over the ccuntrygand eVen"in England The followzng dls-'

patch explains the cgusa of the affair and illustrates
the spirited style employed by the AP writers in cover-
ing the trial

Dayton, Tenn. ,May m5.*~~D“Jt0ﬂ today
wag dusting off ite best bib and tucker
in preparatlon for the first phase of
the court test .of the constitutionality
of the recently enacted Tennessee law
ageingt the teaching of evoluvion 'in
public schools, ‘ o

John T, Scopes,scienge teacher-in -the
Rhea county high school, is the cembral
figure in the test.

The Scopes case had its inceptlon at
a drug-store gathering when Scopes was
present, Discussion turned to evolution
laws and Scopes remarked that he was
teaching it in the biology courscs of
hig science department,

Dr,George W, Rappleyas, a chemical
engineer ,manager of an iron and coal
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compay in Dayton,thereupon sug- |
‘gested that Scopes submit to arrest
“that uhst mlgbt be made of %he law,

~ The trial onened 1n July: and day by day the AP kept.
the country fully ipformed,ofMpxoceedlngs. In afldition to
regular news'aerfiée:thé,agédciatiaﬁ'Iﬁrnished supplement-
‘ary sidelights on thg triai‘égdfﬁeiébhagéélthere, The
presence of Cl&ﬁénée‘ﬁaxrowgon‘thé defense and William
Jennings Bryau on the’bros%cutibn made interest all the
greater,

Dayton,Tenn, ,July 10,-=Humor and
pathos pverflowed here today when
counsgel ,gathered from disgtant states,
Joined with Tennessee lawyers 1o
launch court proceedings widely hers
alded as one of the mogt poritentous
legal battles of the century. .

Twice the sweatlng,mopplng,fanﬂlng
throng burst into applause and marked
their meaual attitude by a vent of feelw
ing.

‘ ﬁayﬁon,Julj‘zl.—QThe Scopes evolution
trial ended here today with prayere=-
ag it began,

Dayton,July 26,--William Jennings Bryalt,
notable American and three times candidate
for presldept dled here this afterncon
sbout 4:45 o clock while taking a nap.
at his tempovary home, He was 65 years
old,

In all, 2,500,000 worde were telegraphed out of Dayton
during the trial, 500,000 of them by the four press assoce
iations. Doubitless the Aesopciated Press sent out the
greater paxrt of the press wordage in meiptaining its pole

icy of complete news coverage.
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In the épovtinw realm the Assoclated Press outdid
prEV1ous effortr in repertlng the 1935 world ‘series base-
ball games, llnkln ug the entire AP system,the first time
such wag ever done,, The onening of. one of Lhe sgtories
shows the. chﬁracterlstic tlend of fe&ture wrltlng in the
spoxrt new»ﬁ.'

Waahxngt@n Lcﬁ.,mh»*~The "Big Train®
whizzed through Griffith %tndium thls
afternoon,making no stops.,

?&ttsburgh Pertes caught a few fleet-
. ing glimpses of the express ag it roared
by,;leaving the wreck of most of their.
ebamplonship hopes in its wake,but that
wag aboutb @ll,as they went down to dcfeat
for the. aecond tine. be?ore magtery un~ |
furled by the iron right arm of Waltex

(Barney) Johmson, the Big Train of base-
ball,by a shutout scorey4=0,
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B. All<Inglusive Jourhalism,1926,

Wineteen twenty-six heralds a great expansion in the
Associated Press. With some exceptions the service for
the year covered the same gources @B“%h&t of ﬁadaywﬁﬁexy
kind of news from every country and distriét undexr the
sun appeared under the AP line. The only thing that the
agsoeiation lacked was the regular feature serviece so com=~
mon today.

In the pure news field a number of events offered un=
- upual opportinities for the AP to employ its features and
breezy rews style: the Norris murder trial in Texas, the
Mellett trial in Indiana, the English Channel swims,the
vAimee,me?hexson écandal,&ueen Harie's vigit,the Teapot
Dome ;Lm%eetigation, the Forth Pole flights and the Florida
hurricanes, All these events were fully reported by the
AP. The style was the informal convemsational tone instead
of the formal reserved style of the old AP. Through the
year one notices inereasing use of feature leads in all
news stbriea,and the increase of puré feature items from
all parts_of the world. |

These changes ¢an best be explained by looking at
reports of two addresses by the new Associated Presgs max=
ager, In the papers for April 19 there smppeared a story
reporting anaaddmé%a by Kent Cooper, to the effect thab

he had been broadening the scope of the Associated Pregs



29
ﬁhe past year “to encompaas a more complete piecture of
what the world is do¢ng." Thig theory was expanded in his
address at the Instltute;of”Pollt1cs,wlll1amsport,ﬂa§s,g—-
on Aug. 7, in which he explained his “alluinclusive Jour-
nalism® and told how reporters. sent out today . are glven
instructions on.. what, to. geek and what to wrxte :,

. Today when you read a brlef little cable from'
some AP man in & byway of Europe; some little
happening that you think of tw¢f11ng impertance
to you, interested ap you are in the views of
statesmen, remejgber this: that unfortunately
there are millions of newspaper readers who
‘have not yet that degree: of intersst that. you
have in foreign affdirs and -who will not{ read
of what statesmen are doing but will read,.
easily enough,of some picturesque heppening in
which the only ectors are in the same walksg of
life with the reader who ig vremote from that
occurrence, The story of that happening will.
transport that resder momentarily to’ that:for-’
eign elime just as you may be. transhorted by
reading in another column a vote of confidence,,.
I contend that, the commendable inteni is %o
interest people in the world in which we live -
whieh means that,since the world is cut into
nations, people must be made te interest them-
selves in the modes of life that may. seem .,
strange to them. The larger the interest is
the more’ thoroughly will the information be .
absorbed and the more general and more enlight—
ened will be the public opinion on matters of .
prime imporience, That is why ceday, in the
hope of contributing to this desirable attaine
ment, when AP men go to No,10 Downing street
to write of what a premier may say, they also.
write what they saw in London hlghways and by
ways ag they went to see the premier, It isg
the same in’other capitals., lore thah theat,
they are going out of the beaten paths of cone
tinental and Agiatic travel to observe and
write of life in %owns and villages., For all
news today does not c¢ome from the capital a-
ione, ..
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The annual report of the Associated Pfass_;m3April 0f~
ficially rgeognized,the‘changed,pa;iciea“qf the organ-
Adzation under the,ﬁi?st_year-9£‘&hsamaﬁﬁgémentupfzKanﬁ,
Cooper., It announced that in the future more attention
would be paid to the activities of women,to art,music,.
amugements, soience and litersture, This explained X,
Cooper's policies already in ?ff?QFAuaﬁdg@PP¥9Ved the ,
junking of Melville Stone's set of rules. Cooper literal-
1y threw the rulgé out of the window and sent bulletins
to correspondents encouraging them to file all the short
human interest sbories they could find. Associated Press
tradition had always had it that news,te gei space, must
be important. Mr, Cooper smashed that tradition and held
that it weré‘sufficient if it were merely interesting.

Thia,thén, is the fundamental reason that the Associat~
ed Press stories of today are writien as they are, It is
the.national,international and local news that creeps in
under a free style plus human interest appeal from all
parts of the world that the new manager tries to interesg
the publie in, |

Hany ngde@ﬁ@by}thetﬂbﬁkexﬁgﬂfand“H&117Mi;lsutria1&
attracted so much attention. The answer to that question
will define news,in the modern sense. ?hera are elements
of human interest and mystery in them that makes them un«
usual, Everyone likes to see alleged hypocrites eprsed,

which may account for some of the interest in the two
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étoriéé. Kent Codpér says :"People aﬁd eventsfdbtain space
in the news in the degree that they awakén the 1ntexe$n
of other beople and ‘rétain the same.This 13 the  aus wa: ‘“to
your inquiry réspecting the Ha11~Mil@s'case;.."

The Hall<Wills casé had a few elemerts ‘that’ probably
tﬁoﬁééﬁds'df other crimes had embracédgbﬁt“thé fact ‘thab
it centered near the metropolayan dlstrloﬁ'and the New
York papers all hammered on the ssory from all’ anglea~-a
for want of semethlng better 1n whlch to play for’ atreet
sales«~-served in & meaaure to make i a naﬁlonal stoxy,
after.tp@ press aggeclataong ook hold of ;@ @ndyput,spee~
ial writers on it to cover every posgiblg phase,past,
present and future. The 11,000,000 words sent out from
Somerville and the hundreds of newspaper writers there .
for the ﬁrial testify to the efforis of ﬁhe‘préé% and the
press associations to make it theugrimgvofwthgfhalfedecgde.
The AP ment out the larger part of the press associationm
wordage,and it may truly be called thejﬁa;lyﬂﬁ;lsrfress-
AP case. It is true that the style employed by the AP
writers did not approach sensationaliam,but the trial was
completely reported, which goes to prove thie changing
order,

As soon as the Hall-Mills case ended on November 1
the Associated Press was,infneéd of more material,bit it
had to-wait only a feW‘days,fér the middle of the month

brought the story of the Wichigan police raid om the
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tHousevqf‘Dévid«colony.~ln.rep0rting the raid the AP
thxew!eonservatiamyta=theAwinds and said 3

(¥ov, 1%} The- gaunt,long-halred -
klngooooato

. It wes no dashing philsnder wham
the police found when they entered
the colony's administration . building,
Instead there was a feeble old man,
haydly able to walk wighout assistance;
a taclturn,sxlent man,

In the main dlspatch the hld wae VlVldly descrlbed by
use of eolerful phrases-

Plctureaque coleny....swooplng down .
through the night on the. unauapeatlng
‘Israelites,.,the troopers crashed their
way through deors -and windows....un-. .
heralded,unwelcpme vxaibérs....tempest-
ous careci of the king...8overeign sway.
and mysterioue realm... of the king,

It is not every menth that an Europeam queen vigits
Amerlca in a democvatzc way,and when Queen uarle of Rump
ania declded to ?Wﬁlt America Ln the fall of 1926 the
preag took the tip and prepared tg welgome her @nd make
her a national Tigure in the news ?or three montha. The
AP follewed hem all ovgr Eurapa in aar preparatxon for
the trip abr@aégand then when she wag once in the United
States kept a ptaff writer with her %o repori her evexy
move for an interested publlc. And naturally enough the
writers added the r@mantlc touch te their st@rles in keay—
in with the royal vigit, It helped h@r ‘do her Chrlstmas
ahopplng,zntroiueed her to the uewsp&per regortsxs,gelped

her see America. The tone of a1l the Suoxles wag th&t cf
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an informal chat, a talk with the reporter, as the leads.
below indicate:

Wew York,Oct, 1/.-~Father Knickexrbocker —
today put the final strokes of etiquette
to the welcoming program for Qucen Marie
of Rumania tomorrow... '

New York,Oct.18,-«Marie,Queen of Rumania,
had her flrst aample of American life to-
day=-~=and engoyed it.,

Chicago,Nov, 16.=~Alert American shop ,
girls and sales women took marie,@ueen of
Rumenia, in tow-today and before she léft
a large department store she had bought

five fur coats,with others to be sent to
the su1te for inspectxon.

French Lick,Ind,.,Nov;19, --Pzincesa I1-.

eana had her firet taste of waffles Ved-

negday in a tiny restaurant at Frankfort,

ind, They were served by & coatless waite

er while a cheap phono&rapb ground out

Amerlcan J8BZ.44.

The werning of what 1929 held in store,and the way it
- would be treated,was carried in an October story about the
"Peaches® Browning affair:

New Ybrk,Oct.5.~-Edward‘w,'BroWning's

romance that budded. in April kss shed

at least some of its leaves in October,

Rudolph Valentino alwajs,waﬁ'a'f&vorita‘of'Americah
movie fans,but it remained for the thpughtful Associated -
Pregs to tell the public that "Ruddy"® was a national fig-
ure, The death of the movie actor seemed to be the signal
for the‘relgase of coﬁnt;¢§5'purple paragraphs on the
gallant but losing fight of the nation's screen idol.

Two leads show the tone of the AP étories:
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Wew York,Aug.24.-~=Rudolph Valentino.
today attracted to his bier such

crowds as gatler to pay. trlbute to a
de&d Presldent or a King.

'Ios Angeles,Calif.,Aug.23.--From a
brags polisher znd a .landscape gardenw
er to the heights of screen stardom
was the stride made by Rudolph Val-
entinc,filwland's "perfact lover,”‘

in his 13 yea¥ span of life in. the
Unlted States,

Prior to the year ;9263the,ﬁssoéiétéd,Press:hééwlqpkgd
upon ﬁhe‘signed interview ag forbidden fruit but unex-
pectedly the asseelatlon adopted this type of utory,whlch
wa.s @ntlrely w1thln the llmits of. the new 1nforma1 news
style, it was on July 14 thatvthe,fumous‘xeru‘szgned
interview appeaxred, O.B.Kéeléj;_mémbertef the Atlanta Jour~
nal staff, sequréd\aﬂ interview from Bobby-Joﬁes,@ftez ?
the latter had won the American open golf championship at
Columbus,Ohio,and the Associated Press sment. out the story
as Keeler wrote .it, a lively chat with Jones on his golf
style; ‘

Atlanta,Ga.,July. 14, —nBobbJ Jones,epen
golf chawpion of America’ and Greal Brite
ein,and amateur champlion. of America,all
at the seme time,is a difficult boy te
Anterview, But that ig not at all Dew, !
cauge he is- the-Tirst-official golfing-
champion of the woxrld, It is because he
iz one of the most modest boys in the
world,

Then on Sepbember 14 there appeared a signed inbers.
view on Premier Mussolini. by Bob bavis,of the New York .
Sun.A week later, Sepﬁémhér 23 to be exact, the‘famous

Bruece Barton interview of Pregident Coolidge appeared,
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It revesled the human side.of the silent. executive in an,
informel chat,the tome of which is shown in the opening
parégraphé
JApatient and persistent. fablher was.

'waitzng as the Pregident and I left

the lititle frame building that had been.

the, summer. headquarters of. the government,

Ha had skationed his four-year~old . daugh=

ter on the steps ahd. instructed her Jjust

how to thrust her bunch of wild flowers

into. the President's hands when he. ceme

out of the door, The President. took. the

flowers with .a smile,the shutber of the.

father's cawmera glicxad hig long txip -

had bcen a ﬁueces

During the world serTes baﬁeball g&men in October sev-.
eral review storles apgeared uﬂder the name . 0f- thr1es W
Dunkley, Asscciated Press staff‘wrltgr,vwrituen in the
fres siyle of sport stories, lhen,on Wovember 19, appeared
an interview of Bernard Shaw by JameﬁﬂP.Eowe;Erdm that
time on the interviews under AP lines and staff writers
kave been common.

The signed story removeg the cloak of aronymity that
covers the common news Stoiy,,lt licensges informal,color=
ful writing, & sbaff writer's nsme above a story tells =
the reader that the reporter bas been zllowed to give hils
own impressions without strict regard for style rules.,
This egpecially is true of the signed interview, Formal~
ity is sacrificed %o secure expression of the character of
both interviewer and interviewed. There is a human link
between the reader and the writer; the story becomes a

living thing; i% expresses the human side of préminent
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persongﬁthaﬁ'thé straight news story neglects. It atiracts
&nd holds reader intérest, Bxpressing,as it does, the free=
ddm”of,thé new -sechool, its colorful lines are entirely in
keeplag with the madern poleLeq of the Aa3001ated PEBBS.

It is antereotlng to note the human Anterast lEdds
that ertexs deVelcped_for news items of small.xmporﬁagce;
all illustrate ‘the purpose of Kent Cooper in his "8ll-.
inclusive". journalism,Bven in pure news o;ﬂ@gngressional
business the new spirit is evident :

Washlngton,June 9.~~Int1mate det011s
of exyeaaitures and po1itlcal strabe
egy’ #n the Pannsylvan&a primaries.
last month were bareéd today at the
opening sessions of the Senatorial
Cempeign Inve%tigatlpg Commlttee.

Geneva;lorch 15,+-Brazil held the
key to the League of Nations crisis
tonight, With amazing swiftness the.
focus of interest of-the big politice.
al drama being enacted at Geneva has
shifted from Warsaw to Rio Janeiro,
and apparently the only obstacle ime
pending solution of the council cons=
troversy is Brazil's insistence that
she will vote against Germaay for
election te the League,

News and feature.arc somgtimes hard to differentiate.
As yet the pure festure story is not a part of the AP
service, but doily short stprieé from all parts of the
world on events of relatively smell imporiance appear
with interest-pulling leads,The list eould be-extended
almost indefinitely,but only enough exsmples are given

to show the breadth of interest and the teundency :



10%

- Atheng, Jan. 24 .,~-The Greeks awoke this
morning to learn that they had become
creditors of the goverument by wvirtue

of a decree 1$sued last evanxnga..

New York,Feb,17,=-0ut of the darkneas
which precedes the dawn,James A, Stills
man and Anne MM, Stlllman gailed aboard
the sbeamship Olympic today btoward mar-
itald recoqc;llatxon and a new day,

Tew York Febh,17, «=) plump,pink and . .
whvte,blue-eyed girl agé 19 held a iet-
ropolitan Opera House audience spell=~
bound tonight with the beauntiful Ffull
tomes of Caro uom@.‘ .

Nome, Alaska, uay 13.-~Re51dant5 of
noy hweSberﬂ Alaska shaded their eyes
today from the miduight sun and scanned
~the horizon for a glimpse of the dire
'I1g1b7e Worge ag it poked its nose up
dver the t09 of the L&Itw.

Hew York,Juna 9. =~Cr@wn Prlncass Lou*se
of ‘Sweden’ hos seen the Weédlworth Tower,
‘the art. mugbum and Vall Street, bubt to=-
aay she &poke at length of one New York
sight that impressed her greablye—--
the typical Wew York girl’s legs,

The new school &id not reguire that flowery sentimentw

al writing adorn every story, When a middle course,scme

where beﬁween‘ﬁhe-old and the news was followed some strike

ingly effectlve stories resulted, Wheﬂ_zvthef Burbanh

died in California the Associated Press sent out & simple

but effective story,couched in sweet and plessing phraces.

The first four paragraphs of the storxry show the sensible

use of the new style of writings

Senta Ross,Calif,,April 11,-~Luther
Burbank,withered by age,died here carly
today amid the flowering fruits and
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blaams he ‘had. oreated for the beneflt
of mankind.

" The noted. borticulturist passed on
to the great adventure of a hereafter
1n which he had 1o «faith,

Only a few ‘weeks before th& end, he .
had . declarad bhgt he ‘could not beTleve
in a life after dedath,

And ag life ebbed- away and he stood.
on the brink he did not fa1ter in his
conviction,

In biog:aphical siories the Aquften‘becamé,elpquent,
The wording.of the story relating the death of "Uncle Joe"
Cannon is full of color and feeling

Danville,Ill,,Nov.12,-~The fiery epirit
of Joseph Gurney Cannon,former. Speaker
»f the House of R@presentatlves dimmed
to an ember by the weight of 90 years,
wag quenched today by death. ..

In the home from which he went to Con-
gregs fifty-three years ago and amid
walls laden with trophies of his publle
lifegthe patrvarch died at high noon,in
the mldsﬁ of a deep sleep.

Weakening of the heart musckes cauaed
his death,but the general depredatiouns
of o0ld age had warned his family several
months ago that the end was near,He told
comrades in the national louseé;when he
quit its hallsg in 1922,that he was going
home to die,home to the rambling brown
brick mengion which he built sixty-five,
years ago for his bride,who. preceded
him to the grave, .

Stories as thrilling}as a,dime.novel mey. be inckuded
in the service. A Paris dispatéh that reads as a chapter
from a modern mystery sbtory 1s guoted below. 3.

Paris,Dec,20,==A moderm Eve biting in~
t0 an apple that did not belong to her
has brought about the recovery of the
famous rose diamond,valued alt more than
2 million dollars,stolen two months ago
from the gem tower of the Duc D'Aumale,
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- This modern Eve~-=3 hotel chambermgid--
yielded to the tempiing piece of fruit
vesterday morning and tonight all France
wag reading of how this led to the arrest
6f the men responsible for one of-the
greatest jewel robleries:of recent times
andl, to the, recovery 6f a large part .ol .
themr loot,

At . firet pollce aﬂ;cuneed merely that
the dlamond known . ag "Grand.Conde',had
been recovered lezaving the public to
deduce, the deteetive force had done a
great piece of professionslw. work, :

. But tonight the. truth came eut,revoal—
ing that the police’ simply  edjoyed =
piece of luck worthy of the world’s
most imeginative writer of detective
yarns,

. The stoxy,as it bﬁCaﬂQ known touight,
wasg tbat Leon Keuffer,ond of thoge av-.
rested for the xobbch,h%d left his
hotel room in Paris Saturday in great
disorder,ssying that he would be gone
Lwentynfour hours, Sunday morning the
chambermeid,whose nawme has not yet bheen
given by Lhe police,decided to clean
the room. She noticed in a valise Kauffer
had left open as luscilous looking an
apple ag she had ever gazed on..

She y&elded,bat at the first bite her
teeth grated against something so hard
that she @creamed,Investigating,she .
found imbedded in the applec & plﬂklsh
gtone, She dalled a poiiceman,who took
the stone“to hea dauarter% wh”ra it ime
mediately was recogn&zed ag the celebrat-
ed rese d;amond... ,

The old AP wou?d have reported lt in much the folloWlng
=manaer 3

Paris,Dec,20,=~The CGrande Conde,the famous
rose dismond valued at more than two million
dollars, which was stolen two months ago ‘
from thegem tower of the Duc D Aumale,has
been xecovered1 accordlnﬁ to an aﬁnounceuent
by the police prefect this morning, -

Discovery offthe migsing jewel wae made
when a chembermaid bit into an apple she

saw in a valise in a room she wag cleaning.,
When ghe bit into the apple her teeth struck
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gome hard substance,which-an invest-.
igation disclomed to be a pinkish
stone. She called a policemon who took
it to police headquarters wheéve it wasg’
idehtified as. the mxsaxag rose dismond,

Occaazenallj the d?lly naper G&Slled a pure feature .
story.iurnlsh@d.by the\A33001ated Press. One such story,
possibly.the firsﬁ carriednﬁy'the assoéiationﬂ bore a Lone.
don date line. It was a Christumas stomy;énd~its success |
led the AP maﬁagers to prepare for a regular feature. ser=
vices

London,Christmas Morning,1926 ===

Once upon a time there was a little
Fnglish girl who didnit have o father, .
Her name was Annie Tudile Fanning and
when she was 10 years old,her mother

was obliged to place her in an ognhan 8
home,

Litvle Annie was very lonegone, aud
often her black eyeg filled w1th tears
because she didn't have a nice home or
brothers or sisters to play with,

3oon after her 11th birthday her
teacher asked her and the test of the
orphan schqol girls to write a Chrisgt-
mas carol, So Little Annie wrote the
one she called "Little Lord. Jesus,"
but she did not think it very g ood e
cause she never had any musibal 2DIiLliCy ==
her teacher said so, bub anyway she took
paper and pencil and wrote:

"Little Lord Jesus was born thisg
day thousands of years ago.
Dear 1ittle Babe,ln & manger Heé
lay and the cows and the oxen
did low, o
Halleluia,Balleluia,little Lord
Jegus,our Xing! Hark how the

bells do ring!?
ﬂnd in the night when &ll was
2t11ll and the staryy Heavens
shones
dmry,the gentle mother gat
atching the whole ntght long.



Now let up our praiges slng to
' @od our Hegvenly King:

He was & Babe born on eabth,

B loud et hlS praises ring,®

. Little Aununie sent in her carol and.
music with 300 others,dnd what do you
think 9 A big slnglng kﬁlghu, 8ir Wale
ford Davies,the compos er,; came along, and
‘said it was the ‘best of all and that it
was "extremely beautiful," .and that he
wes, tharmed with, the two allelulas,The,
low notes of the f;rst Jhe thought,were
1%ke the lowing of catule and the. h;nher
,notes of the gecond llke angels singing.
fhe words and music were conyxlghted
end last night were Jbreadcast in the
Christmas Eve program of the Temnle Chureh
choir., The proceeds. of the sale of the
cexol will go to the little lle-yrpar-old
~orphan composer, and aome day -ghe expects
to marry s Prince and live happily ever
after,

Leads that illustrate tﬁg new journalism of Kent Coop-
er are Ffound 6n stofies from alleéeqtions of the country.
They cmbrace all types of subjects in such a wey thet all
readers will find intexest in tﬁem:

New York,Nov,18,~-A 26-year-old blonde
whom gentlemen preferred to such an exw-
tent that three of them married bcr, :
told police,"I couldn't help it, I loved
'‘em all,™ when she was qrresued for bige
amy todmy. ‘

Chicago,lov,1l2.=-=-"Am and ecks" are Suz-
aune englex,s favorite breakfest dish,
she announced today as she sat down to |
a sizeable piece of hem and two,eggs,.
done country siyle,

The French tennis star beamud at report~
ers and talked as glibly as she could
- between mouthfuls ebout women,clothes,
.marviaﬂe and radio,

Lebanong“a.,Dec 6, »«Dream;ng nlfht after
night_of .a body puried in his cellar, cry=
ing "Elg me out,dig me out;I've b@@n here



forty years," John Wentzel went to the
cellar and iound a skeleuon buried near
,the foet of the stalrs.

Hornell H.Y.,Nov.29,~=~Jack, an 18w
year old cat, which' occupied & $LOO0~
a=month apartment all alone,has gone
where all good cats .go,

Jack died yesterday and his morital
remaing were cons&gned for burial to=
day in a dogs' cemetery,malﬁtalned by
& lover of animals who refuses to
charge any fee for burial., This grave=
yard is rated here as the largest of
Jits kind in tn@%wqrjd.

Spokane,Wasgh, ,Nov:13,-~The horse that
carried Paul Revere through one meme
orable night was a llstless nag, com-
pared with tle sprtéhtly steed which
galloped into town tha other day,aiter
having carried his master through
thirty-two of these Un1tud States,cov-
‘ering 5,898 ml1GSe ‘ -

Boston,Dec, R,=<Four of the blackest
cats that ever graced the heaving decks
of a seagoing steamor went to sea yester-
day with the United Truit steaier San
Pablo, The superstition ag soclutlng
black cats and bad luck méans nething
to the members of the crew,who p01nt
to the vessel's escape uuscethed irom
the ITami hurrvicane, a subaequenu water=
gspout and the Havana hucricéane, all beo
- cause the cats were aboard,

Hollywood, Calif,,Deo, Zﬁkﬂuﬁddle C&ntmr,

who onge black«f&ced al@ng%1de Flo Zibkge

feld's scwntvllating 1iﬂ6$ of fcmlnlnlty,

deflnltely has qult une»uuage -An favoer

of motioun pWCtureg 50 B&Ttox -get better

acqualnted with his w;ie and faemily,

Every day the,Aasoclated Press carrled a number of par=

sgraphs that aimed at »v1ﬂg sidelights on the hvghways
and byways of fgreign s0il. 1hey were interesting read&ng

matter, a part of Cooper's "slleinclusive® journaliem:



¥adrid,Dec, 4.--Along the northern
¢oast Of Spain an elderly itinerant
bagpipe player,bliand and 1onelj, is
searching for hiu lost wife, Playing
- his mournful notes in the streets of
the towns and villages,he Hopes 1o
cateh her esr with a tune he knows
once wasg jer favoriite,

. Peking,Dec.30,=-~Chang Houeh=Liang,
26=year=old weneval,-uaa of larshal
Chang Tso-Lin, is. fond of danci n&,
pﬁmrmﬂbmmm. :
'L%e"“young gencral® naver, has ‘been
abroad,but he likes the modern wegsh-
ern dances and is a familiar figure
in his militory uniform on the floeox
of the popular Peking hotel on dance
nighis...

St.Cyr,Seinenet-Oiso,‘rancebjccbiwm
*Private Bdward Vindsory,front and .
center! Repert to the mesgs gergeant’
in the cook~shack for the snudwbeel-
ing detaill! Mzke it snappy!

Of courge,that order never hes been
given,and never will be. But the fact
remaing that the prince of Valeo,0n
hig last trig %0 France,was encolled

asg a private, fifdt“claus,lm the femous
bhttmlian of Ot.CyI cadato the students
of the French Wegt Point., He did not
have to take the oath. ‘

Budapest,Nov, 22, -~One steer,four pigs,
8ix cwlve¢9£00 chickeng, 8,000 liters

of wine, 3,000 bottlecs o? minergl wateyr -
and 400 poundo of cakes vere conguued by
the 600 guegsts of the wedding of Iranz
Kriz, the son of the burgomaster of Vag-
kur, a gmall town in the western part of
the country, Forty bridesmaids and forty
pages conducted the happy couple to the
altar, The festivities lasted seven doys,

Geneva,Nov,18,--Turkish girls ave bobe
bing their halr so fast even the “modern"®
Turk is periurbed,said llahmoud ¥ssad Bay,
ninister of justice in the cabinet of
lustapha Femal,while on a recent vvﬂlt
Geneva.

113
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London,Bec,22,~~Telephone users in Jer=-
usalem can ask for their numbers in eleve
en languages and the exchanges will put
then through

Paris ﬂov.zo -=Can the fapt-moving talke
ing angero of a deaf nmute slander is a
problem the solons of the police court
at Bordeaux have been called upon to dec-
ide.

Glapgow,Nov, 21,-=-1I% to0k all Sir Austen
Chamberlain's characteristic imperturb-
ability to remain serious when at the cer-
emony of his iustallation as Lord Rector
of Glaggow University recently he was faced
by 2, 000 boy and girl . students, all wearing
mon@cles Llike himpelf,singing in unison:
*Oh Aumnen,Dear, Ve, Love You Solv

Kiel,Germ my,Lbc lL.,==A chiid may look &t
a princeﬁs without rea alizing it, Princcss
Irene of Bruséia found bhls out while
attend;ng a meeting of the 'Fatherland
Women's Club,

Henneliege Buusen, 4 sWag selected to
present a bunch of roses to the royal vige
itor, But the child astounded the company
byeexclaiming: "You are no Prlncess‘"’ﬁ

"y thought Prlnccsses always WOre &
crown and an ermine robe; 2ll my falry=
tale books say s0," the d;smllugloned
maid murmured, '

lianila,Wov,20.~«When the lighitsg of the
dancehalls are dimmed; when the orchestra
plays a soft appedlxﬂg waltz and a pretty
girl is near--a wan who kisses a girl in
such e getting is “@ victim of cxrcumstan—
ces," the Supreme Court 0f the Phillipine
Islanas ruled- taday.

Londoun,Bac.2,»=Crying babies can be hushed
almost maglcally if one knows the tvlck,
Princegs Mary mother of two chlldren th»
negsed today.
The regular AP sefvicg.g&rried,ueﬁs briefs on intereste
ng things in the news, The festure was called Flashes of

Life,and covered happenings in al;,paxts of‘the globe,
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Examples are quoted to show the representative character
of the features and to illugtrate the predominating color-
ful style,-The examplesxéreatakenffrom the November carbon
copies or ﬁflimsies" at the Kensas City division of the
Assocated Pressg 't

Wew York--There will be §398 268 available
for Santa Claus shortly, this sum will be
distributed by 7,600 banks in various parts
of the country to 7,800,000 folks who have
been gaving in Ghrlstmas clubs,

Havana--A firsp class fighter is t0. rep=-
resent Cube at Washington., The new ambasu~
ador is Colonel Orestes Ferrara,who has
fought more than a scoxe of duel

Few York---r, and lre, Walter Rogers are’
champion survivors of hurricancs, In geven
yeare they have weathered nine storms in
Cuba,Bermude and Florida, Some of” the hotels
they have m@nwged have been blovn from over
their heads

London,--»fh@ secret of the ehunnul swimg
of Mips Liderle and Mrs, Corson is out ab
last, Professor Leonard B, Hill says that
uhort skirts brained them to withotand cold,

Binghampton,¥,Y,-~Professoxr Frank Boyneton
wouldn't give a dollar bill for a dozen
brides as schoolteachers,but once the novels
ty of marrpied life has worm off they are i
for school duties, he says. -

GonstantlnopTe---lhe prefect of the town
_of Karahlscer bas omdered wemen to Suop
wearing such long “k‘ftﬁ. ‘They have been
using 26 yards of cloth and three dresdes
each all at once. There's a movement on
foot for z compromise botween three skirts
and the "one-third of a .klrt" that is the
mode lﬂ Coasu&ntlnop7egPerce and ﬁha U.8.4A,

In the wowlﬂ of sport the -gMe ganeral tendency appears,

with perbaps more attention being paid to thé sporting
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vents of the year than eyer before. The Lderle channel

swim, tnm ?rmy angd ﬁdvy football gdme ond the Kentucky

derhy’ storlea 111ustrate tpe new sporting iunterest

Chlcago,ﬂov 27 «-lﬁ as throbblng jeenm
pational g struggle as any grldlrdn,has
ever seen,the stﬂlwaxt elevens of the

argy apd novy battled to e 21 to 21 tie

before a throng of 110,000 spectators,

the greatest and most cnlorful outpour=

ing in American football hlstory.....
.. .. the midshipmen and cadets %upplled
o smaah;ng climax to, 1t with g phlse .
gtirring fight for the high stakes. xc
was &, tuss1e of titaus that ebbed anad,

ilowed with Tirst,then, tnc oﬁher eleven :

ascendant,

Loulavvlle 9 ¥ o g HY | 1. --Lthllﬂg Ovcr
carried the B.R.Bradley colors to vig--
tory in the fifty- second, Yentucgy derby
at Churchill Downs this afternoon.his
stallmate,Bagenbaggage, finished second,
meking the second time that anyg stablef ﬂ

entry had fini hﬂd l~2 after having won

and placed in & Eyevxoua derby ...



11%

C, The New Associated Press, 19237,

In a-lérge eense>therﬁéwé siy}é—ofvﬁhe»Assoqiéféd'Press
of 1927 is that of today. *he AP has achieved its goale-=
if colorful writing was what it aimed at, At times the
assoeiation goes beyond thaﬁ‘and becomes the most colore
ful among press associations., Where in the past one
thought the AP dispatches dull and dry one now reads,in
everything from politics to. foreigna affairs, with interest,
for the association hag found\how‘to injeet 1ife\aﬁ&‘human
interest and humor into the dullest story. Occasionally a
story is s successgion of fine phrases wholly unlike the
AP of a few years ago.,

'The year 1927 will be remembered for the numerous at-
tempts to cross the Atlantic ocean by airplane, It was a
flying year,and'after the successful solo flight of Char-
les Lindbergh from New Ybrk to Paris in Msy the newspépers
and press associations kept ub a ryunning story of the new
- plans,attenpts and failures, Haturally:enough the romantic
nature of the flights attracted the new AP artists,and in
the serial sgtories of airplahe flights one has some of the
best examples of the new Associated Pxeéé.

Taking the ﬁain stories in chronological order one may
gsee the international interest in the svents as well ag
the Af style treatment, The first sfory of intetest is

concerned with the failuve of two French fliers to make @
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succegsful flight across the Atlantic ocean from Eurépe.
The opening sentgncegatqikegLa‘@ympath@tiqmgqtgithat leads
the reader on into the news :

New. Vork,¥ay 1l.~--The eyes of the world
were still turned upon the north, Atlantig
tonight and hope refused %o die that
France's “white bird" would be found some-
where in those watery stretches with its
two dauntless airmen gtill alive,

Two days ago the clouds should have
parted to reveal the victorious approach
of Captains Nungesser and Coli,the daring
Frenchmen,who sought to wrest for their
countyy the honor of the first nonstop
flight from Paris to New York, .

But the clouds rolled golidly aeross the
sky, a curtain shielding all from know=
ledge of whatever grim adventure’ hud Pe~
fallen the intrepid fliers,

Today the search for the aviators was
fully organized and the United BStates
Coast Guard was practically turned over
to the task of finding Nungesser and Coli,

Delays in starting the numerous flights were common,
and the AP treated them in the new fashion :

New York,Yay 13.--The weather man ralsed
a warning hand tonight and the American
airmen waiting to hop off on a bace to.
Paris for fame and. fortune heeded his sig-
-nal,
Hangar aoors were closed and the contest

for the $25,000 Orteig prize was definitely
‘ postponed untll Sunday moruning anyhow, ‘and
-prabably until later next week,

Wﬁéh the American conqueror of the Atlantic--left the
Western shores the AP said of the ordeal:

New York May 20 ,~=Flying to neet tow
morrow's rising sun,Charles Lj ndbergh

deft all land behznd him tonight when
he passed over Wewfoundland and struck

out for Ireland, 1,900 miles across the
open sea,
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The return of a national hero to home shores is always

the signal for breaking bounds in celé%raﬁion and recepte
ion, When Lindbergh returned to Washlngtcn after-his

suﬁcessfu; fl1ght the country llterally Went Wzld,aad the

AP expressed thxs enthusiasm,flttlngly as it were, in the-

usual Splrited manner ¥

Washlngton,June 11,~~The hero of all the
world,Charles A.Lindbergh, returned today
to. hls native America to receive the wel=
come' of a home—oomxna .congueror. |
- His entry into the natlonal capital over
a roadway that' had Irvown’ the"t ?ﬁad of Hice:
torious armies and the paas&ng&of kings and
presidents was one of sublime txriumph,-

Hundreds of thousands,straining 1mpatlent~.
ly egainst police barriers,tumultuously
acclaimed the blond young viking who con-
quered the ailr over the Atlantic in a dare
ing flight alone in the cockpit of a mono-
Plane,...... ,

Here the slender youth, who wrote the
greabeat epic an airmen has composed,faced
a sea of uncbounted thousands as he bent his
six feetitwo inches of sinewy body to bring
his smiling face in fromt of fhe mlcroyhones
which carried hig voice te every coyner of’
the countyy and to distant climes as well,,.

A blue haze marked the Potomac wihdings
when the lMemphis came in: sight,and tinged
to purple the usually silver shades of the-
great dirigible Los Angeles,whose elevation
‘marked the middle dlstance for the ¢ircling
aviators,

Sometimegs the. planea_were unsaccessful AAn thelr aitempta,
and then the AP reflected the hope and anxiety of a nation
for its lost airmen. Perhags the best example of thxs
type of ﬁtory,and there were several dLrlng the year,ls
found in the report of the dlSaBbGI of the monoplane Old

Gloxy oa a flight to Rome 4
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New York,Sept.7.==The name of the mono-
plane 01ld. Glory was added tonlght tent-
atively to that long ahd sad list Leaded
nposition unkiiown 3. lost at seau"

And three more-men who only yesterday -
joked and. laughed and kissed their lowved
ones were generally believed to have
Joined. that'gallant company of their
comradés of the air who during the present
geason dared death,and lost,

For fourteen haurs Lloyd Bertand and
James Hill,the pilots,and Philip A.Payne,
their passenger,are known to have giayed
in the air on their way from 0ld Orchaxd,
Me,, to Rome, But it was 40 hours at the
least they needed and 14 found them but
five hours out over the ocean,.

*he outstanding stogy of the year, s far as sensate
,ional wrjtﬁng of the &P LS uoncerned, W&B that coverlng
a court scene in the Gray~$nyder murder trlal. 1t Bur=
paesseg anjthxng that the AP has eyer done,and touchee
the realms of the true sensational story. Comment is une
necesgary; the colorfud editorial phrages speak for theme
selveg, The main part of the story is quoted:

Wew York,Way 15,--Taut and. silent,with
nevey a glance for each other, Mrg, Ruith
Brown Snyder and her erstwhile paramour
Henry Judd Gray stood within arm's reach .

- of each other today while they were told
that they must die in the €lectric cliaix
at B8ing Sing the week of June 20 for the
murder of Mrg,Snyder's husband,Albert
Bnyder,magagine art editor,

Gray heard the sentenceé,read by Jusg=
tice Towngend Scudder, wzthout a tremor,
and his eyes peered through heavy lenses
divectly at the judge.but Mrs, Snyder,
her hands clagping and unclaspiag,and
one foot rocking on the heel of a slipper,
bowed her head.

They stood a few 1eet apaxt, these £oxr-
mer lovers, as they heard the state's
veice demand their lives in forfeit for
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that of Albert Suyder,whom they slew
as he slept. They had testified to a
love that. could not be restrained,
and,as the state had alleged they
had hopes of sharing $96,000: 0f ine
surance surrepti tzously obtazned on
Albert Bnyder's life,..

A gmaller crowd than any day af their
trial at Long Island City stood gt
attention® as tne death sentence was
pronounced, .

Sentence pronounced the steely,blonde
Gueens Village hougsewife and. the . coiset.
salesmen were led back to the seclusion .
of their geparate. cells in Queens.county
Jail. They will remain there until Mpn-
day,when they will be whisked away to -

- 2ing Sing's death house...

And then three dsys after the trial the AP sent out &
three-line item on the eventrwhich wap. in reélify an edite
orial paragraph. It was apparently an attempt at humor;

Osclnnngyﬂ Y., lay 19.~~T1me will®
tell how much of a real blond Mrs,
Suyder is. Use of halr tonic is
taeboo in Sing Sing,

During 1927 the use of theISignéd interview becenme
common, Imoortant events,esgec allj in. the &port1ng world, ,
were covered by speclal wrlters.whousigned their names
above é series of stories. As‘tﬁe,idea hadlnow bec&me a
practice,one needs only to sumﬁariée the siguned stories
of -the year. In July alone- there .appeared signed._ inter-.
views of Bobby Jones,Queen Warve and Chief Judgtice Taft,
ne outstandlng geries was wr;tba by 0.B., Keeler on the
" Britich. open golf tournament‘whlch was wonr by the American
golfing champion,Bobby Jones, The writer deparited from fhe

usuzl news story and injected persommlity into the narrae
tive:
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ot. Andrew,S@otland,JuLy 13,==4 slight
haziness in this story may be pardoned:
I am still dizzy with the 68 compiled .
by Robert Tyre Jones,jr., of Atlanta in
his first round here in the British open
go1f c¢hampionship, T never saw & round

like it,nor hope.to see.another. .

I qvote lir, Jomes,sitting up in bed

in voom NWo,.4.at the Grand hotel., Big Bob .
Jonesyhisg daddy,is.sitting in one. corner,
amil1no away %o hlmsﬁlf,solemnly. Bhew-
art malden,Bobby s teacher,has a third
corner,and omites the smlle. But' I thlnk
I see a tw1nkle in hlB eye.

In bhe gemeral news of the day tne game News style
predomznated ag in tha special evemts. From lake dis-
asters %o pre51dential Vacatlons a colorful splrlt per-
vaded the AP dlspatcbes. The followang Lead when compared
with the story of the Fastland ﬁteamer dlsaster 1n 1915
shows to what extent the AP has scaled the colorful helghts
of fanciful wrltlng in i2 years :

Chlcago July 29 --Whmpped inte wrath
by a sudden squall,lake ichigan drag-
ged down the excursion steamer Favorite,
a half-mile off Lincoln Park,yesterday
afternoon,drowning twentg—seven holiday
makers~-seven little girls,nine hoys,
ten wemen and one man, Today,atlll ans
gry,the lake pounded awsy at five tugs,
anchored under a leaden sky at -the '
scene,while divers groped aboubt to make
certaln the last vlctlm had been }laken
from the depthsg,

Vacations of chief executives are alwayu of interest,
s0 the AP wr1%er followediPre ident GOOlld e on his summer
outing and thd the press GVegythlng tﬂatwthe presidential
family did at the summer houe, fhe iﬁteﬁegting étoryelike

style is illustrated in the examples belows
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 Wasghington,June 17.«< Prepident Coolidge's
reported agcomplishment of catching trout
with worm bail stirred senatorial circles
today to the extent of comment from a Re=-
Publican -«Borah of Idaho~—and a Democrdt-n
Reed of Uissouri,

Declar;ng he had never heard of worm

‘fishing for trout,Mr, Borah said he be=

lieved the President caught catfish and
thought they were trout,"but if they were -
trout they must have been imbeciles, "

Rapid City,S.D.,June 18,=~Pregident Cool-
idge put on a lO~-gallon hat of & size and
ghape thalt would make a movie actor or a
cowboy Jjustly envigusg,slipped on a pair of
rubber hip boots and went to Squaw City
early today to angle for mountain trout,

The hat was one of those the President
had been noticing on cowboys a@s he motored
through the ranch country between Rapid

‘Cmt and tﬂe staue game lodge.

Juvenile klﬁéﬁ are real subjecits for news. The AP

saw this opportuﬁity in Michael boyaking ol Eumania,and

played it strong in stories of &k e royal mamlly that

aimed at 'showing the human side of Uichael and his moth-

er:

Sinaia,RumaniagAug,7.--While the

Jjuvenile King Wichael played with -

hig ABC blocks at her feet,and her
three beautiful deughiers sat at hex
gide in the sumpluous royal summexr -
palace here, Queen liarie. today recdowited
to the Associated Press some 6f her
impregsions of .the United Staves; -
baged on her recent vigit there,
Although still grieving over King
Perdinand'd death,the queen has gained
greatly by vest and sleep since hisg '
funeral,and she spoke today with hel
old tlme animation and enthugpliasm,
Death and sorrow seem only to have
mellowed her soit classical features
into gréater loveliness and youth,
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Slnama,PumanlagAug 29, --Michael,the .
boy king of Rumania,knows how it feecls.
to be spanked,and he has as much dread
of being sent to bed without SUpper as
any ordinary youngster.

"~ Except on, formal occasions, he is
addresaed by all who know him as "Wick=
ey, " for,; hisg mothek B8Y'S, he has no resl
canceptlon of the meaning of “your magde
egty."

Stories of the greatest ‘flood in the hlstory of ﬁhe
Mississippl valley were treated xn 5‘51m11ar tone 'y

Vew Orleans &pril 29.w-Gentle cataracts
coursed tonight down three breaches made
in the Mississippi levee 15 miles south
of, New Orleans today after dramatic prep+
arations by state authorities to relieve
the crepcent city from the flood menace,

Bemphls,menn.,Apr¢l 20.~-éw1it1y and | :
irresistably the flood waters of the Misge
issippi river and its tributaries rolled
acrose new ground today in three statege--
Arkansas,Missigsippi and Louligisna~-ine
uudatlng ddditional towns and thousands oi
acres of farm lands,

There is little o say about the general run of news.
. One needs mérely £0 quote the stories and the reader will
see at once, that the new gpirit ﬁxedominaﬁegy.ln the follow=
ing examples se#eral tyneé of news are, covered renreﬁent~
ative of the da&ly offering of the AP. In all the new
style leads :
Shanghai,Jan.ﬁ.-uAmerican and Briﬁiéh

warships whitened the waters of the gréat

Yangtse river today in their haste . to

teach Henkow to protect foreigners from

Chinese hordes, who Monday and again yege

terday attacked the Pritish coneession
districts :

New York,Jun,7.--The hn zlish accent and
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the voice of New York passed each
other in mzdalr and mldocean today,
in more. than iorLJ dlfzerent conver-
sations, maklng the successful inauge
uratlen of the first tranB-Atlantle ,
radio»telephone service on & comuercs
ial scale, :

New York,Jan. 15.~-worry has hlt
Charlaa Spencer Ch&plln,w1th tha cus~
tdrd pie of "nervem;"‘

Tew York,uept 8.--The harbor rang with
merriment todey as six gxeat llnerw'x
steamed gaily, off for France Wlﬁh 6,000
passengers who a decade ago ellently @un
forth in camouflaged’ troop EhlpB.

It was the advance guard of the Amerw
ican Legion leaving to hold ‘its auntal "
conventlon this Year in Paris,

Uaehlngton Nov,7,-=Back fireg were
gtarted foday from two different sources
by those who have come under vrllilng in
the government 1nvestigdtlon of charges
of jury tampeyring in the Fall-Sinelair
0il conspiracy trial, = .,

. Parig,June 26,~=-All Paris laughed and
l’Joked today at the expense of the govern-~
. ment,which was tricked into releabing
thxee of the most prominent inmates of
Sante prison,and now doesn't know where
to find tnem.

Paris JJlJ 30,--Knees are to. g6 into
ecl1p$e next. wznter.‘walatwllﬂes w1ll be
wozn and hlps have been reinstated,

Thig bulletin from the panctums of
the dressmakers,where winter faghiong
are being shown to buyers from the United
States snd other countries,msy have an
immediate effect on the white bread and
pastry consumption of the world,

If women follow Paris---and they have
done 80 for centurieg---curves will be
worn again without. spology. Bread. and
potatoes fit right in with the ®"Be lMore.
Feminine® campaign,which includes every=-
thing connected with thefashion trade
from ely goods to jewel



To illusﬁrate“furthar howﬂﬁhe'AP hgs”chapged one may
compare the report of an ev@nt hy”Gpmgeting“éssaczationa
with that by the -AP. If'ﬁh?*Iﬁs,gggaliﬁgconeidexed*the’
standard for so-calle@.sen$§tiopal‘wr;tigg;5cr the UP,
known fox ite freedom in wriﬁing, ig conmpared with the AP
one realizes at onee ﬁ@e}similgrity‘gf-the:s@yles of all
three, In the exapples bellow one must agzée.tﬁat.the AP
hag surpassed ccmpetltors im flevexy wrmting :

“Vasghi ngtan,ﬁeb 25*-AP~W The ma%ary-ﬂaugen
farm relief bill,the proud handwork of
the Vestern larm ‘bloc and the Southern
Democr%tﬁ,wug consigned to the washte baak«
et today by the nru31dent1al vebo, - :

Wash&ngt@ﬁ,ﬁ%b.20,-~Xﬂ$w»;reszd&nu
Coolidge vetoed the Yclar y«ﬂauwen Tarm
relief Pill ‘Yoday and in a vigorous:
message 0 Congrens. explained his action
declaring the bill was uncoustitubtional,
that 1% would not benefit the farmer,
and that it was unworkable,

Hexico C&ty NDeg, 17, ~=fPsxfmerica’s bdﬁhﬂ
ul bedu today had o firm grip on tha
heart of Mexico after 72 houfa in the
Soutlicrn republlc.

Mexico City,Dec,lv, anUPquh¢1a %$rglane
' motors roaved overhead and a bright sun
lent ceclor Lo & brilliant specivacle,the .
Hexigan capitol at the netional stedium
today gave Col, Charles Lindbergh its
greatest -ovationy-

Wew York,June 30,~-AP=--Diving into a pgre
berilous north Atlanitic area of adverse
winds and soup-thivk fog,the monoplane
America last night winged its way along
the now well Dl@ZEd alr trail fram Hew -
York to Paris

Roosevelt Field,N.V.,June 29.w=UP==
Disdainful of fog and triumphani overw



erring compasees,Comnander Richaxd
B.Byrd and his crew of three in the .
¥onoplane America. sped nortih and’ east
across FWewfoundland this mornlng,neayn
ing the start -of the long journey across
the - open Atlantlc to Ireland,

Municlpal Alrport Omkland Cﬁllz.,July
14, ~=AP=-Hosing- thelr sxlvery monoplane
into the misty clouds of the west, Ernest
Smith and Tmory R,Brontc hopped off to=
day on their 4,490 mile nonastap flight
to Honolulu,
Oak1 and leport San Leaﬂdro Pay,July
14 ,~»UP=~The cvvvllan challenge to the
once conquered ?aeific alrwgy began at
10:39 o'clock, -
After ome fao ise stark,ceusing a returnl
to the head of the mile and a quarter .
runwaJ,the gmall monoplans piloted by
Ernest L., Smith made a perfect depart=
ure rrom the field,
in keepzn@ with the Ae&ocxated Press aim of abitracting
more readerg snd serving a greater public with a wider
variety of news, the feature ﬂérvice,axamplea of which
were given under the discugsion fox'1926, was installed,
Today the Asgsocialted Press has a regular mail feature
service which gatherg interesting material from all sect-
ions of the world and @istribubtes it to member papers. The
service wag anunounced in Jaﬁuafy 1926,but was not office
ially inaugurated:untilia-year-later;=Thatservice~§@§laced
the general mail or supplementary mail sexrvice of the
asgociation. It consisted of'feaﬁure«material well 1lluse
trated,wlth nalf tomes or matrices of the illustrations .
and headiﬁgs.'The gervice was originally malled three

mailed three times o week,and there was one gervice fox
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morning and omne for evening papers. Included in the ser-
vice were the.weliéknawn'féat&ﬁes,Qﬁg finds in the papers
today:

1--3ally columnopon such topics as sporte,women,
Wew York,movies, the theater styles,etc.,each ille
ustrated, ..

z-nene-timeaa»week column devoted to such top-
ice as art,music, literature &nd Washington subjects,
each 1llustrated..

3==A column of news’ ‘briefes for fwller use.‘

4e=Daily feature stories of a generml bBuman
interest or news natu¢e 300 to 400 worda,ull—
ustrated,

a-~Daily 11Lu5tfated ahort ﬂews featuras.

62=-Daily short storlea 50 to 150 words,’

Te=Biographical ukctches of @romlnen* nersong,
111u9trated

usuOQFewmaweek Fe%tuf@ stormeu from forel
fields,” ‘ : , .

The fewtufe service links up with the new ph@tographLG
servzca thch started on Aug 1, 1937 ihelSﬁerGe now issues
130 glossy news prints weekly to the 75A0ubseribérs, En=
lgrgements of nglipg" from Paramount motion picture news
reels are sent to subacrlbers s1¢ghtly ahe“d of the ree-
lease of the nevs rce]s;mbe AP also ennloys the Amerlcan
Telephone and Telegreph wires fox rapid tr&nsmission of
news photos to members, While this photo éervice does not
bear:on the news style of the AP, it does indicate the
extent %o which the AP has becn expanded and to what exe

tent it has been moderniged,

(L==BditoT and PUDLIBHET,JoN. 15, 1027.50. 4,
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CONCLUSION

Given two papers in 1915;0r even in 1919, the stories‘,
in one written by Associated Press meén and in the other
by International News Service or United Press, the reader
would soon &iscard the AP paper. It would be dull' and dry
in cpmparison with the sparkling style of eompetitors.
Given the same papers today the reader would pxoba@}yzme-
ject all but the AP paper. Stories in it glow with life
and brilliance that attracts all types of readers. Vhat
in 19215 was termed sensational writing in the press assog-
iationg is today termed colorful wriiing. The AP is no
longer the conservative; it sets the standard for dolor~
ful writing,

It is truly the New Associated Press today. It is a
revived and poetical press, The change duvring the decade
starting in 1917 is anazzing; few realize that the drab
stories of ten years ago werw writien by the Associated
Preps, Into the old service the artists of Xent Cooper
have injected new life until the dullest subject becomes’
&n interesting news story. The,change,hae’ﬁrighten@d the
report and widened the field of appeal. Throuéh adoption
of the new giyle and extension of‘the'service to the feats
ure field the reader appeal has been strengthened. News

is today selected with reference to magg rathegr thaniio
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clagss. The appesl is emotional rather than intellectual,
By speaking in the language of pheAcgmmgn peoplé and by
telling more of the tragedies of that class the dircle of
readers has been greaﬁly widened, The new style has nec-
essarily become more free and colorful; it attracts and
interests, The process is that of Tictionizing the newse==-
gelection and presentation,

Newé stories during the World War were conservatively
written, with noe thought for colorful phrasing. The effort
ﬁé epcape tﬁé pregsure of the war resgpensibilities aftex .
1918vled writers to use occasional fine phreses. Coungerve
atism of expression continued, but the new spirit grade
ually crept into the reports until in 1921 the story of +t
the burizl of the Unknown Spidier showed the reading pube
lic that some radicd ehapge was taking place in the AP
style.From 1921 to 19256 1éa@s wére quickened and.feature
briefs were added., In the latter year Kent Cooper became
general manager of the asséeiatign, and immediately set a=
side the rules that for years guided AP writers under the
managersﬁip of the wnservative Melville E, Stone, In
1926 1Mr, Cdoper ammounced his intention of‘extending the
AP report to cover the activities of all classes in all
parts of xthe1g10be.‘This fﬁllqwed his idealof fgllein-
clusive" journalism that wae intended to lead the publie
from chaaé*ﬁa“cé%m@s-rngﬁgpiéq“ﬁboﬁgﬁtiilt meant coloyrful

news stories,feature leads, and interesting and amusing
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sidelights on the day's news, In 1927 a regular feature
service was added, with the aim only te amuse and enter=
tain, Today the change seems complete. An imaginative
style characterlzea the, AP Btory. Leada attract the at-
tention of. the reader. Famillar Quotabkens,everyday mot-
toea,‘housghold slang an@,assop;atlona commop tq all drgw
the reader to AP stgri@s.?helaim is c%eariy to place the
news &as close as pessible to,the iife ané emotioﬁal undér-
standing of the individual Someone has a@proprlatégy
called ﬁhe AP W 1ters ﬁhe AP poets,and a gianae at . the
news lea@a of any ﬁ? paper Wlll show ar element of every-
day peetry. | '

- ¥rom our viewpolnt, there are aungmber of reasons for
the change..Obfi@uélythe:&rst is Kﬁnt’COOPex,and,theypew
regime in the AP. Taking reins that had been held for 35
yéars by the congervative QEl%ille E, Stone, Cooper cast
aside rules a qugxtarlof‘a gentury aldlénﬂ ﬁodgrnizeé'the
service, Wiﬁh new views on news Cooper somn put -them into
practice ,and the result was his "allwinclusive" journale
ism, an efforxrt to pertrgy the events of all clagses and
trades in all parts of the world, The news structure ad-
veances day by day and the new organization aims to report
moxre and more of the evereincreasing news events.

Yuch &f the news that is challenged today 18 furnlshed
"because the public demands it," Press associations geel

the pulge of the veaders through %he readers and supply
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the type of stories that newspapers tkink the public de-
mands. The public may accept all that newspapers offer,
but that does not mean that the public demands anything.
Thafe is no evidence to prove thgt newspapers give the pube-
lic the kind of news it wﬁnts,or needs. To the editor, in-
creased cireulation is proof of pepularity; to the student
it may mean only artificisl inflation that is achieved
through undesirable appeal to the emotion rather thah to.
the int.eilect‘. To say that the 37,000,000 daily circulation
in Ameriea proves that the;press in Americaﬁgiv&syﬁhe
public what it wgnts‘leavés.ﬁoom for argument. Circulation
is . not necessafily théhb@éisuéf suéceas. To increase cir-
eulationAeditoré.may attract the great masa”of‘working
people. through an over-use of the‘amotional:appeal. This
‘laégely accounts for the increased use of hpmég inteiest
news and the new but now common flowery writing,and ¢color=
ful phrasing., The middle class is drawn to the paper by
modern sales methods. The news of today follows the pri-
maxy points of theIsalgs,talk-f-attenﬁiﬁn agQ int¢$est.
Attention is attracted by the amotional‘appea;,of'unusual
bhap penings,human interest or entgrtainﬁent,‘;nterest_is
naintained by novel,1eads,color£ul‘phr@sing an@ krilliant
breezy style., If the average reader;must‘think,tQ undexs
. stand a . story, he,will‘not read, In the words of a recent
article,"Think Stuff® is not wanted. The story must be

self explanatory; it must demand no mental pymnastics,
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The Associated Press has doubtless been affected by
competing services that early employed a free news stylé
to gain readers and seilvtheib'éervica}’ThS’minbr ‘compan~
ies géined prestige and the AP had to modernize its sere
vice to retain ite standing as,%ie world's most success=
ful news service, The influence of the melodrama and sene
sationaliém of Hearst was reflected‘in'the I¥S,and later
in the UP, and rapidly gaiﬁed favor, To,survive, the minor
companies had to attract more attention and the\cqlorfﬁl
gﬁyle‘aceamplished thia; The.UE gained a #oefhg;d,by play=
iné to the afternoon fiéﬁd which the AP praeticélly ige
nored. It experxmenﬁed and signed aome of mta big stories,
it sent out iﬁté:?lews and featurea that the AP shunned
it prospered. 1te breezy ﬁtyle, gimilar to tnatnof the .
INS, geined favor, Wlth the 1ncrease of Drestlge of the
INS and the UP the AP began to discard its old rules.

Durlng the past decade the newspapers have 1ncreased
in size, dne to an increase in. both the &meunta of adver=
tising and the number of newsgevencs. The amount of ad-
vertising is the f&ctor that.détermines e Bize of the
paper,and as the advertising volume haé increaéed the
number &f pages has lncreaaed This leaves more space to
be filled with news, and naturally the editors rely upon
the press aspsoeiations to supply ,largely, this filler
material, ‘ |

Iheldevelpoment within récent vegrs of the automatie

printer telegraph has mede condensation of news reports
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practically unneeessazy “through abillty o send alwmost
twice ag many words & minute a& the old operater system.
rThe entive wive systam of the AP is at present egquipped
with printers, which means that more thanm 1,600 machines:
aré daily receiving pages of &ll kinds of AP service at
g lower coeot than undsr‘the'éld system, - - V

A glance at a capy'@f,the:genqral;neWﬂ5orders;of~the
AP, codified for the first time.and;sént*tQ'all}Staff'wfite
ers with their pay cheeks on February 21,1928,reveals
facts that agree with our conclusiéns,AThﬁ’ralas are in
no sense ivon clad orxrders thet must be,obeyeé tﬂ,thg 1et§'
‘{ar. #There heed bé only ane‘inflaxib&e-admonitionp-aety-
the news,“l the orders say.‘cammon gense ig expected to
be the main guide of the,rﬁp@rﬁex.‘Summarized,uthe;orders
demand that the report be-txue,aqcurata,unbiased,deéent‘
and interesting., Under the last head the opening sente -
ence invites attentions
Reader interest sells newspapers; so it is.
important that those writing‘for the great
nunmber of newspapers compmlslﬂg the AP should
strive to present the news in an abtvaqt¢ve
and interesting way.. .
Circulation,then,is the goal;of\?he A?-mmember,uéws~4
pepers demand uews that will interest mére and,méxelrsaa-

era, The AP strives to satisfy the demand by preseniing

Tle=Tditor and ”ubllsner, Larch 5 1928, 0.5
2u=Ibid, ,pp. 71, ‘
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more'newé in”an'atﬁractife:and”iﬁteresting'w&y‘and‘byk
givingfeditors a‘greatfmasézof'amusing and entertaining
materlal of trivial 1m@ortance. The - news must be: interest~
ing. it must sparkle and glow with 1ife that- attracts -
feéderﬁ;‘

Kent Gooper,general manager of the Associabed Press,
character&zea th@ change 1n tha association as’ one that
has broughﬁ the nation zrqm ghaos to gostS'ln public
thought. Speaking Os the mid<west newspaper of a’ quarter
eentury”age he saysltﬁaﬁ on thé 1oéal“sidé it was comphes’
hensive, but of national and internationsl &ffairs it
told 1%Ft1é and that dully .

® . .We weére a provincial people ﬁhlnking b
narrowly and of the ¢nconhaquentlal tit=
tle<tattie of our home towns. It seems to
me an ancnzcatable Tact that the triumpd.
of the Americen preps has been its leader~ -
ghip to broader public thought and unders
standing, Today we are talking in terus of
world affdirs as well as of national and

‘,loaal public concermns. In thought,if not
in action, the average newspaper reader
is as cosmic as were tlie world travelers:
of our youth, To the wide and the limit-
less ambition of Awerican editorship to -
present to the public a full<length d&xly

. picture of universal 1life bélongs the -
eredit for this incalculably valuable ads

.. Vance in popular thought. The step had been

i from chacs tc cosmos,.

' "Perliaps this sume up the motives that
have %ctuated ;us’dn our new policieés, 1h3
Associtted Press secks only %o prescnt the
complete pisture. The news structurc has
grown wremendouely. Day by day it advances
with amazing stridesg. We have merely laid
more brick and moritar to accomodate it,"

T- Tditor and Publisher,ApTil 26,1927PD.17¢
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There is no doubt bub. that the Associated Press hag

succeeded in presenting its "complete picture! of the..
world;‘Itrhaé léi& iértér'and>bficks té.aecama&ate;ﬁhé‘
growing. news structure, butllike,scme.builingsrthe“typé
of architecture may not yet be appropriate. No .one can.
doubt. that thefaggresaive leadeérship. of Xent Cooper hasm
made the Asaoaiated,?resa'tbg'moatfsuecessful,cogoparata
ive association in’ the world, The adoption: aud. develop-.
ment of & colorful news style thaﬁ im'ﬂO;ﬁayfresembles
the conservabive regime of "M, B,S." hés been: entively
in keeping with Xent Cooper's alleinclusgive journalism,.
Svents from all parts of ﬁhe(world«-wiﬂformationalfén-
tertaining, intéresting--~-are nirrored by the new AP, 1t
hag become the shorteet distance between two pointge-=
events and the reading public, A great press service
wust be accurate,timely,complete and interesting. The AP
emphasizes the last point. through a-colorful news style
that appeals to the emotions rather %Ean to. the infellect.
It holds that an event to be newé needeQIOﬂlﬁ interest-
ing; that by tinting current events with,ﬁriéhﬁ colors
it is leading the nation from chaos to cosmos in publig
thought, Stidents of the press realige that the public
wililingly turns more and more 1o entertaining material
and lesé and leps to polid information, The great reading
public rejects too readily the materiallthat appeals to

the intellect. Anerican readeys take the ghort cut af-
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forded by ealexful‘phréses, shért[huﬁan3inﬁerest:éketaheg,
enteirta,ini-ng leads, and ?thi‘iil-in‘g ‘theugh trivial happens
ings and tragedies of the day's news,
 If the tendeney to follow ?t.he; brilliant path painted
by the AP artisté.resubtg‘ind@evelopmén% éfi@'ﬁﬁblib.thaﬁ
can be réached only throughﬁaﬂ‘émotiénal appeal and which
rejects all purely informational and governmeut&l news
\perhaps tha read may not 1ead aWay from chaos it coamoa
in publie ﬁh@ught depenﬁa on a natien‘ﬁhat‘raaaﬁﬁ o anv:
.intelleciual agpeal and whiqh‘frownglﬁn‘mgdeﬁnfﬁighjyreéah
ure tactics in the news the pogﬁibilitiaﬁ1of:ﬁhe“ﬁéw'hp
style leé&ing'tha nation out of the depths. of confusion inm
thﬂughﬁlis &eﬁbﬁfult

-The puvple patchwork ig, bf_c@grae, only aun exwefimenﬁ
"and.hcmanelknows ﬁgw fary th3'§8ﬁdegcylmay'gd;:T@e goal of
the AD is werthy,batvthe means are quesiiga@%ﬁﬁwiﬁoﬂiplag
logists mey auestzon which is the werthy appeal: the-géyw
ﬁhel@gieal ok emotienal &ypeml %hau e&pturca reader in=-
terest through artxficial hi&h»@reﬁsure stsmuli, or the
- goeial or 1ntellectmal apweal th&t captures and Yolds
reader 1nteresﬁ in essantval infovmatlan. Only the future

an tell whether the AR Te&da upwards . to‘bhe 11gbt or COWnm
ward to darkness, If the present,pathAeentlgues for any
length of time there is a yqssibility ﬁhat ﬁh@ nation will
- cope to a point where the public will ﬁeﬁ”caré Tor news ag

éu¢h. If news must be colored and painted by the Associated
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Pregs poets and satursted Wih@‘amptiogaluthrilla.ﬁoﬁatw
tract readegs, the result may be eatasfrophe ; America
mey mot lomg stand as the best informed nation of the .
world, Xf‘ggvexnmenplégpandshgg a public inferested in
news .as such and apligh$§nedhby‘inteliagtual gnd, inform= -
ational stories devoid of emotional writing a great change
ie immanent,either in the AP or in government, Such a
situation is highly improbeble; it is haxrd te imagine a.
press association disregarding informetional news and tuim-
ing to entertainment, to sensational itriwviaslities gn@,l'
brilliant colorful phraging; it is harder bo picture a
great nation being led by such degraded news %o;augtata
of iﬁdiffergn;a and laziness, It is possible,but not probe
able. If the present news tendenéy continues in its brille
iaut\flight there can be but one conclusion; if news as
puch will cease to exist, will the %rend be from. chaos to
cosmos, or from ¢haos to ruim? And whal will be the effetdt

on the great American experiment in democracy %
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