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Introduction.

Crusading journalism is a Ransas tyadibtion.
As early as berritorial days, the newspaper wae a
great influence in the life of the Kansas peoplea.
The newspapor csme before schools, churches, banks,
stores; even before the towns themselves. The ed~
itors of the early newspapers, pro-slavery and fres
state alike, In the territorial days, were crusad-
ing piloneers. Although they differed in their op=-
inicns on the btremendous guestion of slavery, they
were kindred spirits in editorial courage aund deter=
mination, and sob a high standard for the sditors
wno carried on in the professicn after statehood.

It is the purpese of this thesis to show
how the examplie sst by the territorial editors was
followed by a similer spirit of active purticipation
in the affairs of the people on the part of later
editors; how this erusading spirit becsme & char-
acteristic of the Kansas editor and reached iis

high point during the eighties and the early nineties:
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end how the Populist controversy of vhe nineties and
the "boss busting” campalgns carried on by some
papers between 1900 and 1805 proved to be the lasy
of the old Xansas Journalism.

An atbempt is also mede in ithis thesis o
show that the orusading spirit is no longer characieore
istic of Kansag Journalism, and thet its place has
been taken by & sprightly paragraphic badinage which
is soc%able but not soecisles The possibllity of a
return of the educational signifiecence, the lliterary
tone and the vigor of the editorial column in Konsss
Journalism, which has, %o a grest extent, been lost
in the businesns of sublishing newspapers, is net
overloocked.

Material for this thesis ie based slmost
entirely upor a study of the newspapers in the col-
lection of the Wansas State Historical ZSociety at
Topeka. In thils, the greatest newspaper ecollection
in the world, can be found virtually every copy of
every newspaper poblished in Xensas sines 1875,

The writer thanks lr. Bacon of the historiecal so=
ciety for his kind help in the study of these news-
papers. Valuasble information and aid was obivained
also in Interviews with Chas, . Secott of the Iols
Regigcter, Henry Allen of the Wichita Peacon, and

other Kansas edilors.
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PABSING OF THE CRUSADING EDITOR IN KANSAS.

Chapter 1.
Territorial Days.

Promise of a strong, entkusiasiiz, vital
Porce in theo struggle of Rensas to ¢limdb fto o pro+
nminent posibion on the stage of Ameirican history,
a force whiech would do much te help the ploneer
state in lifting itself Boldly omt of a hostile en-
vironmen$ %o proelaim its prineiples of fregdom,
was given in the founding of the first newspaper in
Kenzsage. Near Lesvenworth; undeir an old elm tree,
September 15, 1854, wss set up the £irat number of
the Leavenworth Herald. @ﬁahaaurag@ and convietion
with which its founder and editor, Williem M, Adams,
wont abhout the dask of bringing the first Kenaas
newspaper into & rough pionger cowntry is typiecal
of the fighting spirit of the Ransas eGitors of
the early days.

True snough, Adeoms vsteblished a strietly
pro~slavery policy for his newspaper, and, it turned
oul, was "on the wrong silde of the fenee®. In fact,
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he wap o vigorously opposed to the free state

cause thet he soon strayed from his original mission,
that of aspsisting in the sale of resl estate, and
worked wholeheartedly for the cause of slaverys

But although Adams erred in his polieies; his splrit
wes strong and his ceonvietions were probably mudh
more sincere than has beén genervally sdmitted.

As wlth other newspapers which fellowed,
the Leavenworth Herald was founded as & business
enterprise rather than as & political organ. Ib
was inevitable thet, among the hemted contreversles
which surged through the territory during the free
state struggle; the newspapers should rapldly teke
gldes and serve as outlets for the editors' views,
whathey thoge views came ag the personal opinlons
of private individuals who were vitally interested
in the welfare of the new couniry, or as the judsz-
ments of newspeper editors who fel% themselves,
in their public capaeity, 10 be guardlsns of the
public good.

The Leavenworth Horsld was founded pri-
marily as & town paper for the purpose of aiding
in the sale of real estate in end near Leavenworth.
Adema was a rather conservatively dieposed editer.
He was o mewbsy of the original town company and
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uzed hils paper principally asz a means of adverils-
ing the good points of the new territory and urg-
ing settlers to take up their sbode in the lsnd
of promise. FHe supported the rules of squaiiey
soverelgnty and deslred Yo have them falrly ad~
minlatered. He was a vigorous piloneer in defying
the rigors of & rugged country, but the crusading
spirit of his business enterprise wa not adcomk
panigd by & gimiler spirit for any pertisan cause,
although in the field of business enferprise he was
mosh eertainly e crusaders AL this dime, Adenms
did met consider slavery a partisan issue, Iaterw
editors injeetéd the partisan spirit inte the
Herald., '

A pro-slavery newspaper wesy therefore,
the first newspaper in XKensas. 4nd the esrly ed-
itors of this paper were vigerous crusaders. Un-
doubtedly, the e¢diters of the Hermld, as well as
the editors of the Atchison Squatter Sovereign,

the Doniphan Constitutionalist, the Kiekapoo

¥ansas Ploneer, the Leavenworth Weekly Journal,
the ILecompion Netlonel Democrat,; the Lecompion
Duion, and other pro~slavery newspapers, head

thelr shorbeomings, but they had thelr good points
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which should not be everlookeds They wede Pight-
ing for g cguse which they no doubt thought to be
Just. Come of them were impebuons and fiery in
their partisanship, bubt it was a eritiecal period
in which they were writing their newspapers, oné
which called for guick actlonm, Honcsey thely de-
¢lzions were often reckless and thely motives
Erequently were bitterly assalled by the friends
of the free state cauwss. It Is quite probable
that, Es Herbert Plint writes in his Journsiism
in Perritorial Kensas, "the story of the, pro-
slavery and Demeeratic editors of tervitomial
Kanses, like that of the correspoadents of  the
Southern press; will mever be sympathetically told.
They lost; when Kenses became free most of them
left the territory. The vietora have written
the history of Ransse, and in so doing have
nevery taxed themseolves to glve the losers the
benelit of many doubts; and consequenily the
prow=slavery journaliste have received but scant
memtion. Nevertheless, thesc men wers a bprishi
and vigorous lot, although they were consideradly
oufclassed by the frse=soil edltors, vwho dvew
upon the fresh blood of the North. 4s Guorgs
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Wo Mariin has said, "the pre~slavery writér was
burdened with the sentiments of a decaying-insti-
tution, while the free~state jJouwrnalists had be-
hipd them z mighiy indpirafion %te write and Light.
In spite of these bandicaps, however, the Soubh~
srn scribes madd it guite generally knovm thab
thoy could wirite as fiercely and shoot as givaight
g8 any freew~siate editor; ocnd they were a gredt
desl more eager to do so bthen the represountatives
of the Iawrence and Topeka press.” (1)

Looking back on the history of thoge
territorial dsys ous is inclined %o view with
alarm Yhe policies of the pro=slavery o@itorsy
but et the same time To admire $helw s@&lﬁamﬁ
enthusiesm in their fight for what wes to be a
lost causes Flint writes further of the ferpi-
joriel editors:

"Ihey were, btoo, mestly young men,
these pro-slavery writers, though probably a
1itgle more mabure than the majority of the
free-s0il editors owing to the presence #mong
them of greater numbers of broken down polibi--
eisng; and, like vhe Northern recrults, most
of the JSoutheryers ceme o Kansas prigsrily o
make money rather than 1o propagate any poli-
tical belief.

*T4 hag boen said that the sditor
ployed & leadifiz role in 81l activities in dhe
territory, inciuding even those of orime and
lawleseness. The pro-slavery writers were not

(1) Flint, Herbert: Journalism in Territorial
Kansas, pp. 498-499,.
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alens in their outlewry, bul epparently they were
more eager for mortal combat than the free-state
sdltors, and nok s¢ temperate. The Coubthern heard,
flemed by bad border whiskey, responded readily
togppeals Tor settling melters with {the shoobingw
iron, in keepipg with the time-honored pride of
the South. Out of this boi~blooded propensily
doubtless grew meny of the violent deeds that
the pro=slavery journalist pre-eminently abetted
il not participated im. The border wars blagkened
the records of mony men who should have confined
their efforts bo the pon.”™ (8}

William Hs Adems, then, setiing up his
printing press under an el tree; cleared the
arena for dhe Iighting Kensas edibtors who were 1o
garry on crusades of many kinde for many yeers to
come, The Leavenworih Hersld, in its first issue,
carried an item which deseribed some of the ed~
itorts difficulbvies:

"We have no apologles to make for the
appearance of our paper, as we flaitier ourselves
that it needs none, We aré certainly forbunaite
in that respeet, commencing as we have done with
new maberial, néw press, dnd without access 1o any
other prinbing office. A1l the type of the prew
gsent number of the Hereld has been set under an
¢lm tree in the eibty of lLeavenwowrth. Ourselves and
our compositors have been, like the Patriarchs of
old, ‘dwellers in Sents? for the last two weeks.
During thet time we bave had almost every variety
of weather, heat snd €old, rain snd dezzling sune
shine,; mists, fogs, end thunder storme. In addis
tior bo these duties and Gifficulties, we have
packed wood, built Cires, cooked for ourselives,
fought mosguitoes, and slept on prairis bay on
the ground. We have at the same time superinw
tended the buildinz of B substential office, which
is pow nearly completed, and done our beat to
entertain and give informetion to the crowds of
viglitoirs who have thronged our young ¢ity. Our

{2) Plin%, Herberti Journslism in Territorial
Kansas, pp. 499-500,
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suloctions have boen made, our sditorisls upisten,
our proof read, sittiag on the ground with s big
single on our Xpes for & fable. Think of this,
ve efitors, In your gasy oheird snd well fuynished
sonciams, end cesee bo srunbleld {&)

Thie fivet sditorisl of & Yrnaaw odltoy,
theush congorvetive in tone, shows en independent
Spirike The ¢diivr mabkes no apologies to his
rendarss  Toet, lo ifselfl, 1o romeriable, when one
sonsiders thed moat of the Mopsld's oiroulstion
Yist #t thet Yire nust have been mepely prospoctivel
Asothay strenk of indopentesncs ruming dhpoush this
First editorinl iz thet o which the oditor come
pinine of the inclerapt wapther #hich he wes
Fapoed to endures IV would deem thet, gines the
Hereld mo founded oblefly %o prompte the sale of
rapl esdiie, the ofltor would *207% cededl™ any
pews exsohl of cunehine and wovow. Dul It wes
Pyoienl of the corly Manscs editoy to write just
el Be Peltwwwaud sopotirmos be POlt vory nissrable,
indood,

Adgmas nroboBly $i8 nat ospent to mebe
bie peper selfesusporting 4 & sher$ tims: he
meant o profls fxow his support of the wHun
gompany Which wes ovpgnived Lor the howdling of
town siloy and feve oloimss Mo ond obher nosbers
(%) Lsavenwnrth Hopolds Septeaber 15, 18H4.
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of the leovenwerth Town Compsny saw big business
ahead in the increase of the yalus of land as the
stream of immigration flowed in from all parts
of the United Stobtes, Parities of prospeciive
settlers from the North and the East had been
coning in with increasing regularity. Sgquatters
had met nesr LeavenWorth June 10, 18u4, and hed
laid dowm rules for lend eleims. They had also
served notice that the insbitution of slavery wes
elready in sxistence in Kensas, and that no Northw
ern ebolitionists would be asllowed to sefttle in
tﬁe territory.

With the sentiment of the squatbers
Adams was in accord, and he asseried this poliey
in his newspapers In fact, the Herald's YPro~
spectus” had shown the editor's iﬂﬁent10ﬁ§w
The prospectus of territorial journalism, used
by all newgpapers of the periocd, wes an announces
ment of certein facts which the editor of a forthe
coming newgpaper desired o give out in advance of
the founding of the publicmbtion., The progpectus
was inserted usually as an advertlsement in sone
other newspaper and gave ceriain informetion cons

cerning the pollclss of the coming newspaper,
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time and place of publication, and subscription
terms. I% often featured the editorts "politles¥.
The first issue of the Leavenworth
Herald reprinfted the informetion which had been
given in ite prospeetus, It was iha fivet pro=
gpéetus in FKanses journalism, and is especlally
important because it way @ form used regulerly
by later terrijorial editors in meking definite
envouncements of thelir editorial policies. The
Herslds prospecitus follows:
* INTRODUCTORY

“The esteblishment of the Lirst press
in a Torritory ls always en important and inter«
esting event; end this we Teel G0 be parileunlarly
80; in the egtablishment of one in the Tsrritory
. 0f Kansss.

"We commenses our offoris under a come
bination of cireumsbtonces peeulliarly lutevesting
end exciting, &and therefore syest wisdom, prudence,
and moderation are indigpensable in cenducting a
press &t this %ime end in this place; moro, indeed,
of these dualitles are needed than we profess to
have. At the seme timey the guelifies of truth,
honesty, and firmness were never more reguisite
on the part of journslists than at this time.

“Oar course shall be straighteforward,
¢pen, undisguised, repudinting alike, on the one
hand, violence and uliraism, in the defsnce and
advocaoy of our prineinles: and on the other,
every form and species of Machlavellasn polioy
thet gubstitutes corsfi, cunning, SGuplicity and
falsehood for truth, honesty, and manly feirness
apnd integrity-m=e policy as crooked as the course
of the serpent, and vwhose principles are asg
poisonous as the virus of its fangs.

®ig honest journelists we deem 1% neccss=
ary to define our pesitions and deelare eur polw
itieal creed. Te are Democrais, and will advoeate
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end defend the well esiablighed snd loang tried
principles of that demoevacy, which has copdueted
our country to the elevated station she holds
among the nations of the world, end the dresd of
tyranise.

"fe shell slgo defend to the ubmost of
our abilities the comstitution, the laws and the
institutions of ocur country, firmly believine,
that with the preservation of the seme ls i1denti-
fied the preservetion of our unilon and our 1ib-
erties. We will, therefors, oppose all fanatical
and factious movements, ln every quarter---of every
name and every preotext, that opposes itself to thatl
gonstitubtion, those laws and instituitions.

toubsceribing with eil our hearvs o the
true snd safe democratle doctrine, ithat the major-
ity shall rule, that i%s will snd decisions shall
be the supreme law of the landw-~we shall opvoge
steadfestly all endeavors to countevact the same,
and count those as eunemles, who will not submit
thereto, when legelly and constibtutionally
declared.,

vA8 pioneers of the press ia thils new
and beaubiful Territory, we will carefully watceh
over her interests, defend her rights, advoeatle
her ¢laims and endeavor to promode her interesis
and welfare. Believing thet en intelligent and
moral press is & powerful agent in elevating the
nharae%&r of a people, in correcting end purifying
publie sentimenit, we will do our ubmosht o meke
our paper an efficient instrument din that behalf.
we look for faver and asglstauce in our labors,

%o the friends of virtue, law and order, and o
the loyers of our country and her zlorious coaw
stitubion. Osborn & Adams.® (4}

More warlike editors followed Adsms
on the E@avenwartﬁ Herald., W. H. Osbora had
been a silent pariner with Adams in the pubﬂy
lishing of the Herald. From thess two men the
ownershiy of the newspaper weni to Ineien J.

Bostin, who bought it for an investment in

(4) Loavenworth Herald, Septomber 15, 1854.
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Octobher, 1854. The Herald lster chenged ownership
meny times, but Eastin wes undeubbtedly ibts out-
standing editor. When Bastin took charge of the
paper the bitter strife between pro-slavery and
fres-gtate men had begun, He nade of the newsw
paper a firewecabing sheets His poliey was entiregly
pro=slaverys He jumped headlong into the battle.
He voiced his sentviments in his paper bu%h, not
content with that alome, he %00k on aetive pard

in the border troubles and in the free-siate and
pro~glavery conlroversies in generzl. He raised
the cry of inaurrection agsinst the free-state
element,; led troops aginst lawrence, sat in the
bogus legislevure et Shawmee Missaon in July,; 1658,
and was alwoys ready Lo lesve hie desk to ieke up
arms for the pro-slavery cause. He was anxious

to exterminste the free-state organizetion and
distributed much propageanda to arouse the pro=
slavery fOrces.

On December 1, 1885, during the Wakew
ruse Yer, he senlt sn appeal to the friends of
slavery in the border sounties of Micsouri;

o Arms 11 To Arms i}
BT4 is expected thet every lover of

Iaw and Order will rally at Leavenworth on
Saturday, Dec¢ember 1, prepored to march ai
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onece %o, the scene of the rebellion, %o put down
the outlaws of Douglas county, who are committing
depredations upon persons end property, burning
down houzey znd dedlaring open hostlliisy to the
lows, and have forcidbly resoued a prisoner from
the Sheriif, OCome one; come alll The laws must
be exscuted. The oublaws, it is seid, are aimed
to the testh, and numbey 1,000 men. Hvery man
should bring his rifle and spmunition, and it
would be well to bying two or three days*® pro-
visious. EBvery men to his post, znd %o his
duty«. Meny Citizens.? (5}

An sditorial assistent of Bastin'g,
H« Rives Pollaerd, was as individuslistic as the
gditor himeelf in volcing his opinions: And
not infreguently he strusk as vigcrausiy at a
pro=slavery wan as at the freesstete man, de=
pending on where his pride was hurt wmost:

*The low, silly, garrulous numbskull
of the Soquatier Soverelgu, yelept Kelleyy the
céntempﬁgbfe, Whiningz, h%kn& vuppy of Atchisoesn,
thet enswere to the neme ol *'Bob', conbtinues
o pour forth his tirade of abuse upon us with
unrelenting TUry.s2»20»The Sovereien, in spesk~
ing of our flow~flung lengutige’, seys, 'He can
essail no one but in tvhe lungusge of the dog~
geryt. I¥ is to be prosumed that when wo
agsull a deg, 1t wllil be in lunguage intelli-
gible %¢ him. We look upon Relley as a dog,
and cousequently thought the !'language of the
doggery? sultable to the ocecasiofisvess

"In the perovetion of the Beverelign's
article Kelley bacomes esxcsedingly bellicose;
and gives us %o uncerstond thet he Ywill fichi’.
This does not frighten usf 1f Kelley wishes to
Fight, and will designate some time apd place
for that purposs, we will meet himesessss® (6)

The mosh violenily pra*slav@éé news=

peper 'vas the Atehlcon Squastier Soverelsn, &

{5) Leavenworth Herald, Decombor 1, 1855,
(6) Ihide, June 15 1855.
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town peper founded February 3, 1855, by Dr. John
B. Stringfellow and Iobert S. Kelley., It began aa
& btown company publication; but it soon became the
mast rabidly parfisan of ihe pﬁe~slavé?y nees
papers of Xansess The editors went after ihe
froe=state element with hammer and tongs. They
gyared nothing in thelr bleodthirsiy oditerials.
Stringfellow was o reckiess writer whe inflemed
the pro~slavery fastion sg effectively with his
editorials as did whiskey and incendisry oratory.
Undoubtedly his pen brought sbout mueh of the
bloodshed and destruction which was prevalent
during ihe territorial days. Kelley wrote in a
gimiler vein,; and the editorials of these two wmen

made the Avehison Sguabier Soversign the “real

red=blooded, murder-seeking, Aboiitionisi~hanging,
murder-eondoning, bleodthivrsty prowslavery papey
of all Rensas journalisms® (7)

&1thoughlthe paper was Tounded as g
town company organ, omd althouzh the two e&it@ga
were muoch interested in the town site of Atehison
a5 a business proposition, there was 2o hesitancy
on the part of the paper iﬁ taking o stend politiw
cally soon after 1t wes founded. The two editors

were of extremely pugnacious nabture In thelr

(7) Fliné; Journeiism in Territorial Kemsms, p.140.
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views on the slavery gquestion. They had no
gualms; they were willing to fight through, and
aecepied readily any blame thrust upon vhem fop
yha *last outrege perpetrated?.

In fact, even when they could see no
particuler connecvion between their editorial
efforts and the revages of the pro-~slavery
element, they seemed to be eazer to acespl a
full shars of the responsibility aund to tske
pride in essuming its They ungquastionably
gloried in every act of the pro«slavery forces
It is dirficult to say just how sincere were

their motives. The Squatber Sovereign salds

“@e do not olaim the honor of suggest-—
ing vhe numerous plans adopied by our Iriends
for the riddance ef freesoilers from this
Territory, but we do enwersu every zcrv thal has
been dons, from the submerging of the Perkeville
luminary %o the 'last oulbrage perpeitratedts il go
in for & woar of exterminstion ageinst the lawless
nullifiers and negro~stedlers novw Infesting this
Terribtory, and when occasion offers we will show
onr love for Norshern blood by cavsing 1t to Tlow
in profusion Yo purich our =z0l1l." (8)

The editors of vhe Souatbter Jovereisn

believed in agtion. They urged force in thelr edif=-
orial columns snd were never bachward about advise
ing the pro-slavery men to go after the Lfree~state
agdvocates and to "hang the leaders and give thelir

blind snd bigoted followers & stated time to leavs,

{8) Heralé of Freedom, reprint; Mareh 22, 1856,
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and then let The law and grder men siay upon the
wround until the last hound is outside the bounds
of Kensas, I¥ 1s the only course that will ilunsure
peace end quiet in the Territory." (9)

In the opinion of the editors of the

Sauatier Sovereismm. every free~gtate man was

erookcdy conterpiible; and unfit to be zlilowed in
tne territory. The sdilors were especially dige
pleased at the fact that sastern end northern men
wers coming into the Verritory in great numbers snd
were taking the liberty of imposing their free~stabe
views upon the many southern men who h3d come inbo
the territery to settle snd had hoped to bring the
Institution of slavery along with them. This is,
perhaps, the best explanaticn of the rabid chore
acter of the editorizl sentiment cmpressed by
Kelley and Stringfellow. They wsunted 1o nzake short
work of the "Abolition raseals”; so thal the terrie
tory might be left to southern gentlemen who wers
ready to abide by the dietates of “law and order.®
The abolitionists were the contivugl

proy of the Sgueliier Sovercisn editors:

*pardee Butler.----This contemptible tool
of the Abolitioniste wvho a short time aeo was shipped
from this plzce on a reft, had the audacity to vielt

(2) Atchison Sguatter Sovercisn, May 6, 1856,




ra

(18)

again this towns As our cliizens were not willing
t0 allow an Abolitionist spy %o visit them with
impunity, bthey politely treated him fo a coat of

taxr and festhers, and escorited him ovt of town,
promising him, in the event of another visit, 2

hepp rope. The time is puct when such cowardly

and contemptible Abelition rascals c¢&n hold up

their heads in Atchison and we promise all of like
stamp who may vieit this place a severer punishmentd..
#vess WOrd to vhe wiss is sufliclient." (10}

In the meauntime, the Leavenwortsh Herald
haé beern developing along partisen lines and was
working overtime in an effort to measure up to the
qualifiecations of a Tull-Tledged pro=sloevery orgal.
Its sentiments and aetivities had hecome noslitive
and unreserved. Tt was efterwards regarded as the
most humane of the pro~slavery newspopors, but sven
within this elrcumseription it had plenty of room.
It regerded 21l abolitionisbts as "nisser-stealers®,
hired voters or general crocks; it supported the
hogus legislature and its activities; it took an
active port In the border ravages,

Ifts elaim to A prominent place nmong DPIE=
slavery journzals wes soon supported by editorials
of which the following is a typicol extraotby

"The lapy, lousy; worthless, negro-steal-
ing, members of the Boston Emigrant Society=--=ithe
mesn,; dirty, contempiible serapings of the gutters
who ceme west ao the hirved emissaries of such
despicable traitors as Eli Thayer, Amos Lawrence,

and others snd the interested sbelitionists worse
if possible Prowm the betbter means of information

{10) Atchison Sguabter Soverelszn, May 6, 1856,
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then the hivelings of Thayer & Co., who have baken
un thelir residence at the delestable town of Iswrence
for the avowed purpose of steali ng, ronting off and
hiding the runewsy negroes from Missourimw-—among
them, the wives of EGVQrend gentlemen (excuse me

for the mlsuomer) are~~--poifen.” {11)

The pro—alavery edlbors took a pleasing

Interest in the aquurrel which two free-<state edif-

ors were having at lawpenee. The battle of words
1

going on bebwoen Miller of ILawrence Free State and

Brown of the Herald of Freedom naturally gave the

pro-glavery editors something to poeint at. The
Leavenworth Herald took full sdvantsge of the
opparﬁunitya.

TWhen chua& Fall Out, etc.-~~That the
abolitionist papers at lawrence were beught up and
sustained by privete funds in the way of a b@naﬁ
we have never enbertained a doubt, but now they
%e zin to lesk oul the faet themselves. The Herald
of Troedom, trying to throw off as much of the odium
as posclble upon 1ts contemporary, echarges the Free
Stabe edilor wish receiving & bonus of several
hundred dollars from pro=slavery mem. This the Free
State denies, and then ehsrges upon Browm, of thé
Hereld of Freedeom, In this wise! 'The mwan who eould
drive his poor old father from his house and place
him upon the charities of the community, ie Uit only
to publish suech lles', alluding to the charges nmede
agalﬁst the Fres states

"The Herald of Freedom chavges the Iree
State editér with beinz & 1y§ng Grunken sob, &nq
Threatens him with further amgosure about being
bouaght up.

"Prom this nuss we can glean something of
the men who sspire to lead in meking Kansas &
free stale." (12)

This comment by the Leavenworth Herald

{11} ersia of Freedom; March 30, 18556.
{12} Leavenworth Herald, Ebvember By 1855
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indicutes o gibtuation which was, in fact, Hypieal
of the sctivities of the free~state paporg,~=-=-the
tendency bo spend & great deal of sditorial energy
in otdacking each ohher rather than in btirades
against the pro*slavary.eausee This was paviicu~
Jarly true of the two oubtstanding Cres~sbate nows=

papars, the Lawrence Free dtate and the Heyald of

Freedom. It was true, of course, they the pro-
slavery oditors hed plenty of Tights between them-
selves ols0, but not so frequently or at suech leaghh

ags aid ¥iller of the Free state and Brown of the

Herald of Troedom.

The tendency of the Ifree-state papers as
a whole wes $oward & more conservatlive policy than
that adopted by the pro-slavery ediitors. The sx«
planations fer this are not dlfficult o find.
£lthoush the free-state editors did meke announce=
ments of thelr stend on the slavery question, they
undoubtediy felt that 1t wonld be wiser and safer
to follow & somewhalt conservative path, sinse they
were in close proximity fto strvichly enemy territory
and 4id not, conseyuently, enjoy the comparative
security which wag felt by the pro-sliavery edlbors,

who looked with no little sstisfaction on the
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iissourl border couniry,

G. Ve Brown, who feunded the Herald of Froo-

dom at Iawrence, January 3, 1855, asserted his supe
port of the free~state csuse. His newspaper was
an organ of the Vassschuselbs Emigrant Ald Company,
and Brown, on the whole, was mere intent upon ads
vertising Lewrence as & town site than upon settling
the slavery question. Nevertheless, he 4id come
cut with a siatement of his visvs on the subject
snd on the iuntenbtion of his newspaper to oppose
the lntroduciion of the Justitutien of slavery into
Kancas. Brown's notives heve been quesbioned, buk
from sn examination of the files of his peper one
finds Little ground for secusing him of belng a
traiter to tbe free-stabe causes The truth of the
mnetter probably ie thut, slthough he waz ag&inat
slevery in XKaneas, he wes willing to be friendly
to the neighbors in Missouri until such time az2s bhe
issue could be definitely and wore handily setiled.
He wms satisfled, in the nesntiwme, Uo draw the atten~
tion of prospecilve setilers %o this new land which
was full of promise.

Brown, in his opening editorial ennouncing
%an independent weekly nevspesper devobed to {reoe

dom and the Interesis of Fansasz Territory", declared
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_his poliey of s "defensive warfare for the Right":
"Po the Reader

*our great objeect is to make Ranses a
free state; and to that end we shall labor by en~
couraging emlgration, It is not our purptse to
engage in a crusade sggainst our seuthern brethren,
nor upon their institubtions, =o long as conflued
within their legitimate sphere. Our field is
Kensas and here we shall labor and here erecy the
altar of Liberty. »-~-with the Decleration of
American Independence in one hand and the Con-
gstitubion of the Republic in the other we ongage
in & defengive warfare for the Right. We firmly
belieVe that vietory will crown the efferis of the
Sons of Fresdom; bub the struggle will be loang and
arduoue. We may be stricken down &t Lirst bubt not
defeated, )

- "With this simple decleration we launch
our humble bargue on the wide sca of public¢ opinion,
and trust that propitious winds and favorable cur~
rents may slide us swiftly fo our destined porf...."(13)

Browny in his sttitude of wetchfol walbe

ing, was careful, ln most cases, to avoid censure
from the pro-slavery men on the Missouri side, He
urged the readers of hils newspaper to show by example
snd by ineressing prosperiby that freedom was pree
ferable to slavery. He announced in his editorial
eolumns that he was of the opinion thet this would
be the most effeetive meaps that possibly could be
smployed %o induce the pro=slavery men o emanecipate
their plaves and to abandon their campalisn to bring
the institution of slavery into Kensas: TAsgres—
sion only begebds aggresslon,” he said, "and it is

{13) Herald of Freedom, October 21, 1854.
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for this we enber our solemn protest against the
outrages so recently practiced upon this community,
with en ardent hope that they will never be re-
peated.” {14}

Two weeks later Brown was more sonfident
in tome. Heo was beginning tc feel more the spirit
of the free=stnte cause. Convinced, by definite
assertions of sentiment in the territory, that the
slavery forées were losing ground and that passive
reslstance was no longer neeessery, he begsn 50
write of "the nation drenched in fraternal blood®,
gnd to assert holdly = demend for "Kansas & Free
State™:

®uussesesBUL Kansas aan‘ggggg;he o slave

State, The norih haes spoken through the ballotbox,
and her language caannol be misunderstood.

" o more slave States, no more slave
Territory,* ls the empheiic resolve.,~-<-They may
drive the representatives of the people from Waghe
ington; but they cannot drive the north Into the
support of their measures, They have driven the
north inte the support of their measures, They
have driven the north too far already. 'The lash
straw"ﬁrea%a the camel's back?!, and the last greab
pubtrage upon Kenses has sebbled the question of
freedom in all the new terviteories forever. 'No
more compromises with slavery! has Decome & fized
law with northern freemen. The aspirant for offiee,
who shall any where in the north bow the knes to
the slave powers; or show a truckling spirit, will
be sacrificed upon the albaxr of public opinion.

"Missourians may bluster as much ag they
please; bat every shep they iske %o resist fhe
onward strides of free institutions, evory free

{14} Hexpld of Freedom; &pwil 7, 185S.
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press they demolish, and every seb of parsonal
violeénce will sink them deeper and deeper iIn the
guagmires from which there is no extrication. The

destruetion of the Parkville Iuminery. ¥Vhal have
they aecomplished? Merely given i%s publishers a
notoriety, snd driven them to the fre¢ Steies armed
with missiles a thousand times mere pobent for ef-
feet against an institution which opposes free dis=-
cussionSee s ™ {15) .

True to the spirit of the tewrritorial ed«
itor, Brown was quiek o aseert his independence.
Although his newspaper ws founded under the patron-
age of o town company, there is little evidence of
any eontyel over the editor's polieies. He did one
ocourage immigration, and this was an asset 40 the
town company, but e campaign to bring setilers inte
& new country ean hardly be considered a siniater
motive on the part of an ediltor who iz not himself
afraid of facing the rigors of frontler life.

With those who found feult with his polw
icies Brown wes somewhat impatient, but with those
who hinted that he was subservient to a power behind
him he wes particularly irritated. Henee, it was
not long before his editorial comment dealt heavily
with the metier of deelaring his independence:

", senesOur paper is the organ of no party
or perscn, save ourseli, No person is responsible
for a single thought or word expressed by us, and
we wish all bthe world bo uvndersteni: We always have

and always expect to publish sn independent jJournal,
and when we couse to be able to do this we shail

(18) Herald of Freedom, 4pril 31, 1368.
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ebandon the bhusiness, znd engase in some obher PUirw=
sult where we shall not be enslaveds, Our opinions

ape our owi. Thoge wishing them can have them, as

expressed in our journal, at £2 & year. Those not

wanbting them are desired o sesk some other merked

and buy a different commodity,

"Those who are Linding fault with the tons
of the Herald of Freedom ave not itz patrons; and
most of them never were. If they have voad ﬁhe paper
at all, 1t has been in the characters of borrowers.
Such persons, all wen know: gre not gqualified o form
8 ecorrect opinion of eny paper; and for us %o change
the tone or character of ours to suild the caprice of
such persoms would be showing a subserviency to the
demsnds of insolence which we shall unever submit to.
Bealdes this, we have no politieal weather cock by
which t0 shape OouUr COUPSCsssse” {16}

Littleo emcouragement wam given by freswstate
editors to the pro-slavery publieations which were
springing up' in the territory. There was not 4 great
deal of spuce given over to Pights between edifors of
the two sides; bub now and then there did exist open
frietion, Brown commented on the Ffounding of the
Kenses Ploneer, & pro-slavery paper of Kickapoo Qity,
in this fashion:

“The Kanses Plonced,

A "Such is the title of a paper published at
Xickapoo City, Kansas Territorye. It is of respascta
ble gize, and looks very well, The editor claims
that it is the first pro~slavery paper published in
the Territery. Ve Rope it will be the last.® {17)

Teryitorial editors did not bow obeizance
%o their subscribers. They had & sort of a "Take it
or leave it" atititude towerd the reader, in many

{16) Herald of Froedom, March 1; 1858.
{17) Tbid,, Jenuary &, 1658 !
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instances, and, instead~af being epologetic for a
late edition or for bypographical errors op errors of
fact, were inclined to imsist that "io err is human®
znd that publishing a2 newspaper in a pioneer country
was no mean job. It is ﬁmt wnlikely theat the roader
mentioned in the following comment merely swallowed
his medicine and kept right on teking his paper:

"The men who imegines himpelf wise because
he detected some btypozraphieal errors in a newspaper,
is about like going Bast to get a perpendicular view
of the rainbows® (18)

Other free~siate papers were also vigi&anﬁ\
and tireless in thelr ecampaign against slavery. They
kept the Kensas question before the public. The froee~
state papers, partlidularly those in lawrenee, wevre
more influential then any other single factor in
chempioning the cause of Xansas, During the seven

years of strife, they kept alert in the campeiga,

some, like the Herald of Freedom, using immigration
as the ¢hief tople of discussion, but all of them
working doward one end.

The lawpence Iree State, Tounded about Jane.
10, 1855, by R+ G. BElliott and Josish Miller, was
another specinlly ective Pfreg~state paper. Speeris

Kensaes Tribune, Iawrence, The Kensas Froomau, Topeka,

and other freewsisbe papers were lesso offective than

{18) Herald of Freedom, February 3, 1855.
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the Herald of Freedom and the Lewrence Freg Statc.
The Free State set forth its poliey in its

first issue, saunouncing itself as uncowmpromisingly
opposed to the introduction of slavery in Kansas,

Miller, who was the real foree on the Free State,

denounced slavery as “tending to lwpoverish the soll,
to stifle ell energy and enbterprize, to parelyze the
hand of industry, and bo weaken intellectual efforri.
It (the Free State) ehall regard it as the *Upas of

the moral world, under whose pestiferous influence
21l intellect languishes, end all virbtue dies.' "(19)
Miller df the Free Stete was mot as caubious

a8 Brown in proelsaiming his stend on the slavery
guestion, Neither wazs he backward eboud eribieining
the policies and activiiies of the editor of the Herald
of Preedomn. He geemﬁaﬁ Brown conbinually of being a

traitor Yo the Free State causey; and book every oppor
tunity to denmounce or ridieule him. In fact, he spent
more gpace attacking Brown fthan he 4id in attacking
any prowslavery editor,

The Bmigrant Ald Company wes attacked by
Miller, who maindsined that it wes doing more ham
than good in Kensag. This showed an independent ’
spirit on bthe part of the oditor, since it would have

{18) Iawrence IFres gtate, January 10, 1855.
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been & much more 6anveniént thing to support the town
gompany movements which were considered lagitimabe
enterprises in the territorial period. The fact that
Brown of the Herald of Freedom aetively supporied the
efforts of the Emigrant Aid Cospsny in br%nging set=
blers %o Kensas is, withquﬁ question, one of the main
reasong why he wes go sovercly atlbacked by the Freg
Btate. Miller accused Brown of being lukewarm on the
slavery question and heeped him with abuse and ridiculs,
depending usually on the latter Ffor the best effecht

"It is exosedingly smmsing to see how very
mugh some men were alarmed in this place on the day of
election. The editor of the Herald was concealed nmost
'of the day, until neax night, then, loaded down with
ravolvers and bowles, suneaked over o the polls and
voted after the Missourians had dispersed. A numbed
of others 4id not @ to the polls at all. There was
no danger. Those leaders of the lissourians would not
have had & dollar's worith of property destroyed or any
persen injured in Keunsas. We passed &bout through the
erowd of imported voters with nothing bubt 2 pen knife
in our pocke®, and was pointed out as the oditor of
the strongest Free State paper in the Territoryi yob
noe ohe threatened to molest us. They all, trsated us
in a very gentlemenly mammer., But some of our neigh~
wors will explain this by saying that we have éaineﬁ
the pro-slavery perty. There is ome thing that we
untersvand that many Eestern men do not, and that is
how to deal with Southern mens This is fhe réason why
Mre, Brown blunders along so much with his Herald. He
would like to do somethlng if he lmew how, but cannot
gat at it right.

"Hothing is so ridiculous and convemphible
‘as the panner in which he hag managed the Hoprald. KL%
first he, through fesr and a desire to zet more subs
goribers, got up a very tame, dough-faced pepery or
8% least those distribuled in the TPerritory wers
such; we heard it intineied thet a different edition
was sent BDask. We noticed him several btimes; and
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finally he bepgan to work »ight in the Free State ranks,
until lssat week he issued two or three editions, one
foy the Wissourians, vontaining no anti-slavery at all,
the other for the Dest, rabld in its denuncilations of
pro~glavery men, and bthe third for a medium c¢lass of
thinkerss Such a coward night do in Connesubiville,
Pennsylvenit; but we have but liitle use Tor him in
the ranpks of Freedom, in Xansas. Wo hove suspected
these various editions of the same paper for some %ime,
but now we are convineed of their existence, as we
have them on our teble, procurvd enveloped; under the
pretence of wishing bto send some to Missouri and
Massachusetis." (20)

The btope of this editeorial is typleal of the
free~-sbtate papers, which were inclined to be wmore .
congervaiive than the pro-slavery publicstions. Never-
theless, although Stringfellow end Relley and other pro=
slavery editors mede a greut deal more noise and used
abuse, and vulger, rabld lenguage, they sotually did
nov say a great deal wore than the free-staie editors.

411 the territorial newspapers, viocther free~
state or pro-slavery, displeyed some admirable tcharactepw
istiocs which have left their mark on Rensas journalism
to this day. It is, perhops, more importent to note
that the first Kunses newspapsr was & hardy ploneer
then that it was @ prosslavery paper. There is nothing
remalkeable in the fect thet the Leavenworth Herald, when
it took form undér @n old elm tree on the town site of
Teavenworth, adopied the pro-slavery sentiment of the
environment. The remerkeble thing about this paper

iz that it had the courage to come into exishence

(20) Lawrence Free State, April 7, 1885,
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tnder trying handiceps of a fronbier life., And 4t is
remarksble that a newspaper should come before chupches,
and schools, and banks, and stores,~~<before even the
town itself. In this respect the Pfirst newspaper in
Xensas established a new record in the annals of
plonsering.

This spirit of congnest, of thrusiting It~
self into the provlems of human scbivity with 2 bold
challenge, the spirld exemplified by the Lirst news=
paper of Kansnas, has been a readily accepbed heritage
of the newspapers of the.state, That the printing
press should precede all other agenoies of soslety
was an innovation of those early days. The spirit of
that innovation begame @ challenze to other newspapers
and to other editors: The challenge was accepted, and
beginning with the heritese &6f the pionser territorial
days the newspapers of Kanssg hécame leaders rother
than followers. The Kansas prairies within a very
few years wore dotted with newspapers surrounded by
towns, The newspaper efditor of Kansas became a fores
in the community, not a humble servant of the businesgs
or professional wen, or of the average citizens

Like other settlers in the bervitorial days
the newspaper sditor was having, usually, his first

gxperience with the hardships of frontier life. He



had no advantase over others; in fact, Le found it more
difficult to tevonsport a priuting press than household
supolies. Labor, sacrifice, poeril, herdships, were
with kuim continually. But the ploneer editor had faith
in his mission. Tn the face of meny nmisforiunes he
stayed with his tesk, and refused to bow in defeat,

Lg Captein Henry Wing hag sald,

"The newspapers did not have to weit long
for news. It scon began Lo resach them lu abundance
and diversity. There wogsomething dolngs every day.
Kansag suddenly became & history meker in the full
sense of the term. The homeseekers were dlverted from
their simple and ordinary affaivs Lo meot o problem
that trivialized 211 other conrideravions. An irreprese
sible conflict that had eshausted the ingenulty of
stetesmen in schemes of compromise and posiponement
was focused here for practicgal adjusiment. It was a
guestion of choesing between free and servile labor,
nct on moral grounds alomne, but also with reference to
social and economi¢ interests. A contagliom of poli-
tics overspresd the werritory. There was & ¢oplous
flow of speeches, resclutions, manifestoes cpd pro-
clemations. Convontion succeeden convention elmosh
asg often as changes of moon. Twelve general elects
ions wore held in less than three years, Popular
govermnent wos ezemplified ss a continucus essertion
of the rights and Tunelions of citizenship, including
the privilese of shooting and being shot at for
opinion's sake.

"It wves a period of intense foelingz and desge
perate determination. The lines were drawn with un-
mistakable precision, leeving n¢é middle refuge for the
gshirk or the sluggerd. As & man voied, so he wag saXx-
pected to ficht, Tne conditions were holveiriggered--—~
the word and the blow slmultancouns., LIxXcessoes attended
the proceedings on both sides, but we can well afford
to forget thew in view of the rieh profusion of herolsm
end glory with whieh they were assoclated. It was a
busy time for newspapers. They had onportunitiss that
combined practice with theory snd »rovided ample facil~
ities for all kindsg of services. Thelr post of duty
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was on the Tiring line, snd they helped to bring
gbout the news they published. In several instances
their offices were secke® and demolished, bul some=
how bthey got more sype and mpre presses and resuned
their work with additional zeal and an invigorated
voecabulary. Their number stesdily inepeased, unitil
in 1858 there were twenty-two of bhem. They pushed
their way, with further accessions, throuzgh multi=
plied difficulbies,; to the day of vejoicing which
merked the admission of Kensas to the Unlon, Jenuary
29, 1881, And on the 28and of February following, the
flag of the United States bearing the new sitay wag
ralsed for the Lirst time. over Independénce Hall, by
that most lovable of our natienal heroes, Abraham
Linceln.m (81)

Thus the pionecer mewspapers were cruseders
in the cause of Kansags. They piconeered thelr way
into the hearts of the citizens and made themselves
indigpensable, first Bo the territory and later to
the state. They beecame leaders in the soecial,
ethieal and ecopomic Lives of the commmnities which
they sevyved. They exemplified the spirit of a
ghurageous and determined people.

(21) From an adéress ef the University of Kansas,

June 6, 1208, by Captain Henry Eing, editor of the
Bte Louls Globe Democratb.




{31}

Chaptor 2.
Cruseding fSditors.

The opening of the ¢ivil War saw no hedg-
ing in bbe Kanses press. There had been wide diffep-
ences of opiunion, strong sietements of opposition to
this csuse end to that, a great diversiiy in the inw
dividual wtteranees of wmerkedly individualistic neowse
papers, But the free stete sentiment crystallized,
the pro~slavery newspapers were discontinued or were
5018, and when the war came there wes no diversity
of interests. The Kansas newspapers, like the loyal
citizgens of the steiey put up s solrd front in defense
of the principles et steke and the call to arms, which
wes manifestly of vital significange in Kanses, med
with virtually e united response of a loyal press.

) The period following the CGivil Var was a
tryihg one in Kansaﬁ.' The eause of {reedom had been
won, butv there were many discouragenenis. The price
witich hed been paild was & heavy ene. Political lines
were dyawn, and party warfare Peok bthe place of the
struggle with shot and shell which had just ended.

There was much eriticism of the Republican pariy.
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The newspspers drew gharp parly lines snd the edifors

-

took sboek of the situetion and pibe + ¥ ¥nto tvhe poliw
tical batble with s determination to take ndvantege
of every opening.

Iv wos bypiecal of the Kansas editor thatb
he should be most ageressive in saking politiecal
gides aftor the Olvil War, Unguesbtionably vhers were
important issues at stake, end issuse which were sige
nificant te the citizenry would corbtainly not be overw
looked by editors of the type who had fought o eshab~
ligh themselves in the territorisl days when survival
of the more hardy was a roal baiile.

The issues were simple and direct. They
vwere bhased on entegonisms growing directly out of bhe
war period. The Democratic party was under a cloud.
The Republlean paryy wes aggressive. But the Demow
erots were asking: “What cbout the greenbacks? And
eredi’s? And the gold basis™ The Hepublican pariy,
whiech was, of course, morally obligated, did not
know exectly how to answer pome of these embarrags~
ing guestions. In addition, the Demoeratic party
launched inbo o vigorous criticism of the scandnls
of the Grant regime and used every weapon £t uiis

gommand to show the inefficienc& end the incompep~



{53)

eéncy of the Republican administraiion.

Ia the antebellum éaysy the party was The
press, Tha party prineiples became known only as
they were broughs o the peouple by the newspaperse
Party issues became shorply drawm only as the nevge
papers defined bhem. Pariy cnimosities Dlared only
as the newspapers worked them up %o & white heal.
The whole polltieal batbtle bucame one in which the
opposing foress were the partisan newspapers.

The Fangas press was oytstanding in 1ts
partisenship during this periocd. The Republican
editors of Kansas aaseried ln their newspaper cols~
wnns the aggressive spirit of the Republican partys
The Demoeratic editors of Wansas preached the mospel
of retrenchment and reform which bthe Democratlc
ﬁurty hed adopted as its anbebellum policy.

In the meantimes, the last of Serritory
gnd the Pirst of state came for Xunsas when the bill
for its mdmission into the union was signed on Japs
uary 2%, 1861, by James Buchanen, president of the
United Statess "Kansos Day? has besn commemoratbed
since tvhat date. ¥War came during the iirst yeswr
of the Kansas statchcod, and the response io the

call wag wholehearteds
During the Civil Var the entire cuoba
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sssigned to Kansas was 16,654 men. The number railsed
was 20,097, meking a surplus of 3,453, Noble L. Prentis
says of tho part Kansas played in the war; "Ian pros
portion to the force furnished, Kansas lost, in killed,
more soldlers per 1,000 then any other state in the
Union. There was never in thoe course of the struggle

o man drafted In the state of Kensas, nor wos thereg
evey a bounty offered either by the siate, or any

city or sounty In the stale.? (B2)

f¥ansas was open to atback va the east and
south, w®hile on the west, the Indians served as 4
parpetual mencce, The soldlers of Konsas were called
alternately o repel invasion, and to penstrate the
fastnesses of the enemys The war was waged in a wide
and almost wilderness country; 4 country of mounbains,
defiles and tangled woods and cmnehyakes, traversed
by countless streams, rapid and roaring, or deep,
winding apd sluggish) but, Tor the most pari, withe
oult bridges or Terries. In tho bhousands of miles of
warching the Xansas soldiers of'ten saw not a rod of
smooth and settled highway; they moved by  braills-—=by
traces, over the hills and far away scvess the praire
ies, guided by the sun, the distent and randowm gung
the smoke of combai or veageful hurning. They were
Tar from the Tegion of great and declisive babiles,
of strategic combinations snd foresgseen resulis.

"he columns came and went, making Torced
marches for days end nights Bogether; Tighting a
battle and winning a deav bousht viciory, Lo return
whence thoy came. They fough®, and merched and
gamped in & reglon thait was aeifhor North nor South
and so possessed a climate with the evil features n%
bovhe They melb the blinding sleet and snoOwW) wWere
drenched with tropical rainsborms, and braved alike
the blazing fury of the sun, and the bhitfer malilce
of the frost. PFar from thelr bases of supplies;
food end powder wust be brouzht a long, Loilsome
and dangerous way, guarded at every step, Tought
for at every ford and passe It was a lhard and

(22) Ristory of Kaensasj; Noble L. Prentis, ps 96.
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desperate warfare. TFor Kansas, toe Civil War was tub
the continuation of the border troubles. The embers
of that strusgle haed not been covered with the wushes
of forgebivlness when they blazed again into direst
Plamess Along the border bhe war assumed the char«
acter of vendetita; a war of revenge, and over &ll the
wide field a war of combats; of ambushes sod ambug~=
cades, of swift advances and hurried retreats; of
spies and scoubs; of stealth, darknoess and murders
ALl along the way men riding solitery were shot downj
little companles killed by thely camp Tiress) mea
Fighting on both sides neither asking, giving; nor
expecting merey.™ (23)

The Tact vhet this trying pesriod 4id nok
result in utter discouragement was due, undoudbiedly,
more to fhe influence sxorted by the newspopers than
to any other cause, The yreccdent sct by the Tree’
state editors, who nad done so much through theiw
editorial ecolumns bo support the couse of liberiy,
was followed by the editors during the ware. The
Kansas soldlery fousht through its purt in the =ap
with an unswerving loyalty, constantly eacouraged
and vuoyed up by the spirit of the edibtors of Kune
gas as dieplayed through the sditorial columns.
Bditors and soldlers, like D. R. Anthony who was
an sditor as well as colonsl of fhe Fifbeenth Wanw
sas, were "wiiling to fight to zev peaee.” (24}

The hardships of Kanses during the Civil
Har served only 4o make wvhe siate more determined
than ever bofore to face itse problems with courage
(e%; History of Hansas) Noble L. Prentis, pu. 28«90,

{24) History of Kansas Newspapers; William E. Connél-
18y, Do Sa
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end Fortitude, The war pericd hod brought dangers
from three sources vether than from the single enw
emy which othsr states were compelled to free. TFor
Ransas there tas not only the conflict with Confedw
grate forces but also the raifs of Indians and the
attacks of guerills trcons as conbinually menscing.
0f the latter danger, the wost appslling exawmple
was Quantrill's raid on lawrence, Augush 21, 18635,
in which 150 defenseless citizens were killed.

Through the four yesars of sirife the ede-
itors of ¥ansos were loyal to the otuse, and vhen
peace came the vewsrapers tarned to the rroblem of
building the state., They encouraged settlement and
were osnecially in Pavor of the great ox-soldier
inmigration which csme into Xansas at the close of
the war, to setile in this pioneer stote under the
yrovisions of the Homestead ILaw.

¥engas editors also turned their stien-
tion to the railroads which bocame s great element
in iLhe settlemend of the siate. The newspapsrs were
aetive in helping relilroads to power and in encoup-
aging raillroad land grants, and soon the Santa Fe,
the Unlon Paecific, and other rnilrosds were oporat-
ing In the stabte. As the newspapsrs carried on

teir campaign for sestlewent of the Xansas preiries
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the railvonds kept gradually crceping farthor woestward
and the United States 1lsnd offices, vhieh, in tevrilore
icl Jays, hed been situated elong the Miesourl Rives
moved Todtword to meet tlhe demands of the home scekers
who were looking for c¢laims. Prenitls desoribes ihe
wostuerd brek ol the houmestezader:

#The homesteader nas besn astyled the "Pil-
grim Father' of Kansas. He lcft the great highways
off %ravel znd soucht the vogt, owen couvntry. Trom
the thin Tine ol timber skirting the streanm, he
wimnt zather e fev lops o build his e2bin, but more
often he shaped his habitation in or of tne carth
1tsell, & dvgout or & sodhouse, the walls buillt ap
of strips of prairie sold tarned over by the plow, the
roof often covered with marl, or natural lime, sas 1Y
wes called, Trom uwhae booton of the prairic drav.

Forve, with s wife and children, lived in the €irst
hard yeers ilhe homestvecder, under the vast sky, zirt
about by o lmmense and remote horizon. And wot alone
d1d the homesteader usce the sod wherewish to reur his
resldence and ocut-buildings; the *prairic lumber yard!
had public uses also. The first schoolhouse for the
zettlers?! chiliren wes built of sod, and in the sot=
flemenl of Jewell eouniy, a fort of sod Tifty yards
sguare, with walls seven feel hish ond Pour feet thieck,
was buill; ane wibthin the eunclosure wes dug the fivst
well in the couniy.

"4t first the burfulo in thelr migrotiond
geme near, wendering up to the sebttler's door, but
as bhe vasb hords which had furnished the Tawlians
with food znd clothing for unitold centuries, nithout
aspparent diminuiion, retresbed westwara, he followed
them, making an anuual campaizn acainst them in his
wagon, vwhich he loamded with meat. When ihere vos
noshing left of them save their bleasching bones, he
gatasred these up snd heuled them to che disbant
railrosd station, whers they accumulated in great
vhite piles. Thus he néded 1o hls slondeor store of
ready wmoneye. ¥From Hays City, in May, 1875, the
shaipments of bones smounled to twenty tons a day."{25)

{(25) History of Kansasj Woble 1. Prehtis, pp. L2v=-128,
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The newspapers supported the colonization
progreus of the railroads and used their influence
%0 induce setitlement. Iilustrative of the colonize+
tion methods employed and the results obiained was
the work of the Kensag Pacifie along thess lines in
1871, when 22,000 meres were sold 0 a Swedish colow
ny in Ssline counby; 46,000 acres to & Stolch colo-
ny in Dickinson counbty; 52,000 acres o en English
ecolony in Qlay county, and 19,000 ascres to a Welsh
¢olony in Riley countiys

Kansas editors were especilally interested
in the coming of the Mennonites %o the state. Sixe
toen hundred Mennonites came from Russia in 1874,
arriving in Topeka in September., The Santa Fe Raile
road sold these peovple 100,000 acres of land in
Harvey, Marion and Reno countics and they wore sSoom
well settled and prospering on thelr farms, The
Atchison Champlon published an article on the comilng
of emigranie to Kansas:

. *There has always been something very
interesting to me in the eoming of different peoples
to Xansas, and the blending of all of them indo a
commmnity of interest end language, In MK newspaper
travels I have interviewed & half~dozen varieties of
tealoniste?, among them the Bungarians, of Rawlins
county, and the colored PTolks of Nicodemus, who esne
0 Kansas from the distant and foreign shores of
Kentucky.

“By far the most exbensive and noteble
irmigration in the history of Kansas was $hat of the
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so~0alled 'RHussians'; which begen substaniially in
1874, and which has resulted In the settlement of
fifteen thousand Mennonites in the counties of
Merion, Harvey, MePherson, Butler, Reno and Berton,
besides the Ga%haliw germen~Bussisns, who have soma
settlements in Ellis county, on the line of the Kan~
sag Pocific, and vhose mud villege of Herzog I visite
ed in 1878,

*"The rallying~point of the Bussian immie
grants in 1874 and 1895 was Topeks, snd that town
abounded with sheepskin oconts, ocmple breeches, buls
bous petticomis, iron teskettles, and other objects
supposed to be distinetively Russisn, for many months.
There was considerable ¢ompotition betiween the two
graat landwgrant ronds--«the Kansas Paeific and the
Atehison, Topoke & Senta Few=~to sccurg these people
as settlers, With its usual good luek, the Santa Fe
sapbured both the larger end the better eolass, the
Mennonites,® (26}

The decade from 1870 to 1880 was & progw
perous one for Kansage--with one exesption. In the
year 1874 a drought oame after the wheat harvest,
The grasshoppers beesms a burden. The destruction
of vegetation wes enormous: The sfete sulfersd o
sueh an extent that a speeial session of the logise
lature was salled, but it was decided that relief
&ram the state treasury would not be practieal,
State relief committees were organizod, county bonds
were lssued, end money and goods were disbursed to
sufferers from the locust invasion.

During this diseoursging period the mews=
papers agaﬁn cape forward with a spirit of optimism.
In their solumms they pointed out all the disagree=
sble facts of the droughts The editors were willing

{26) Atehison Champion, Mey 8, 1882,
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%0 face the facts, But they ipsisted that there was
& neéd for earrying ona The editorial columns were
used for appeals for eid ﬁu@ aloné with these appeals
the e¢ditors stressed the neéeﬁsity for a display of
fortitude by the eitizens of the state, as the Vesl~

erp Spirit does in this editoriel:
"arit and Grasshoppers,

*The devastetion of mm srmy of grasshoppers
must be seen to be spprecisteds We very well undey~-
stand the discouraging fecling with which a farmey
views the desolation and destruetion of his fields,
upon which he has expended so mach hard laboy and
upon which he depends for texes, monsy %o pay his
debts and to feed and clothe his family. We can
understand, we say, the blank discoursgement that
attends this experlence bescause we have bsen through

it,

wrields of corn of eighty and & hundred
acres that & woek ago were full of promise of a fine
return ere btoday consumed, Down through westemn
Minnesobs, Nebraske, and western Kanses this emy
of deptruction camd.

"In meny parts of the Seolomon vyalley and
Avkemses velley, the growing crops are entirely '
destroyed. 'This, taken in connegtion with the drou-
th of eight or ten weeks in varicus psrts of ths
State, presents no flattering picture to many of
our farmers, It must be forgotien in contemplating
this,; however, that ih paris of Illinois, Indiana,
bhio and Penusylvania there has been the same
drought this season.

*The grasshoppers, chineh bugs, potsto
bugs and obher minor troubles have scourged the
Stete north @nd south of us; more or less every
year., No loeality throughout the country seems
free from all the dravwbacks which the fermer is
called to meet year in and year out. |

*It must not be forgotien how lately Kane
sas corn criba were Iull o overflowing with fiftesn
cent corm where nothing bul feeding t0 Texas catile
would carry off the surplus, Xansss will have
1ittle use this year for these long horned, long
legged corn eribs, whieh have brought more loss than

¥



(41)

gain W the Stalbe., Jhav &ell we do, says a favmer
whose erops have been taken by drought and grasse
hoppers. D0o? ¥hy fight snd hang until another
seagon brings plenty. Every bon of hay 1t is pog
sible %o securs must be pub 1u shack. The scareiby
of grain will mske a dGemend for every load of hay
that can be saved., It will, in some border counties
of the State require sn exhibition of grit to go
through this yesar that has not been required in Kane
sap since in 1860. This may be true also of some of
the droughity spote in the inbterior of the State.
For these locallbies suffering elther from drought
or grasshoppers, looking the palbter sguare in the
Pace, we must admlt thab the two most essential and
fmperative, virtues in the cvase are economy ond
grite." (27)

Although there wexre many differences of
editorial opinion in the columns of Ransas news=
papers at this btime, there was one side and only
ond in respect to loyaldty to the siate, Every
editoxr wag for Kensam. Through hardships of many
kinds in the early hisziory of the state, the ade
iterial columns kept up 2 spirit of hopefulness.

It is certain thet a much slower prograss would
have heen made in the pioneering of Kansas if the
editors had not been eontinvally urging tho people
on in btheir struggle to make Eansas a stete to ba
proud of,

Even Sol Miller, editor of the Kangas
ghief, the voteran of the Kanses weekly press,
savage as he was in his editorisl columns, was

nevertheless opbimistic and hopeful in the cause

{27) ¥Western Spirit, Paola.
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of Kansas and 4id muehk to inspire the confidence of
bis reeders in the wltimste better times thet were
to cowe. He helped his readers keep their feith in
Fansas. JIn the discoureging grasshopper ycar of
1874 he s active in bolstering up the waning en=
thusiasm of many who were herd hit. Ie wrote many
editorials of encouragement of which the following
is an crample?’

"Hard Times

"Papere devoted to the business and
financial interests, tell us thatl betber times are
surely coming, but have merely been vostooned. It
would rejoice the psople of the West to be assured
that the postponemont is not indefinite. At the
present outlook, a gloomy winier i=s ahead for Kan-
s2ss, The whent and other small grain crops were
generally good; bhut the drought snd the grasshoppers
have oub off the corn crops fully one-half. Our
people have geaerally devended upon thelr hog money
to sase them over the early pert of the Winter and
taxepaying; but now Kansas is almost depleted of
hogs, snd that resourece wlll fail. Tens of Thou=
sands of hogs have been shipped to Yows and other
places to fetten, and have generally cone at & low
Tisure, What remain are being rapidly bouzht up,
as buyers are scouring the country in every direct-
lon. With good corn crops to Iatiten thes hogs, they
would haeve made easy timeg for Kensas, Vhen we hsd
good corn crops herevofors, immense numbers of
cattle wore wintered in the north~eastern Countics,
meking a hendy market, and bringing good yrices,

hat resource will be cut off the coming Winter.

"Added to other drawbacks, it is feared
that the grasshoppers heve denposited their eggs
in large numbers, which will hatch out in time Jo
destroy the early orops next Spring. The chinch-
bug is still rioting, in the fields, and doubtless
providing for an ermy of depredetors nexi Summer,
If we ever hove sufficilent rain to adunit of plow-



(43)

ing and sowing farmers showld take the prisk of
putting in as much Fall wheat ag possible., If it
does come through the Winter, there is less chance
of iga being destroyed in the Spring thon Spring
vheats ’

"But blue es things look, we are much
better off than some other sections, There is
no prospect of suffering, and our people will nob
be compelled %o gall the rxelief. The best course
%58§0 keep a stiff upper ilp, and shove right along."

&

Although mweny of the difficulties of
pioncering the prairies of Kansas had been over-
come before 1870 thers were yet many hardships to
be endureds The settlers had come by the thousands
peeking homes} they had filed on their claimsy they
had orgaanlized school districts,; townships and countiss
and had beecome a part of the government organizaiion
of the sbate; they bad organized churches and sg+w
feblished Justice; they had built comfortable ecabing
for their homes and prosperous iowas for thelir busie
ness transactionss |

But despite all this development and this
promise of general prosperity; nature set plans
awry with drought and grasshoppers and thers was
pause fop despairs Had these early settlers not
been a hardy lot Kansas would certainly have bsen
much more slowly developed, but bthey were a herdy

lot, and the newspaper editors, knowing that there

(28) XKansas Ghief, Sepbenber 10, 1874.
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wore many who were of a stout heart end of a resplute

mind, took every opporbuniby o poiut aut‘warﬁhWhile

and determined efforis againset heavy odds. The

Emmoria Lodgor wrote of this determination fo wim?
"The Way bto Pull Through

"one of our ¢itizens, to illustrate how
Kansas pulls Tthrough diffleuliiss to the starst,
says that af Newbton the other doy a men cume walk-
ing into town in his shirt sleoves, with his coa¥
on his arm, and entering a store anid he wonbed
some feed wheat, He odded that he had nothing %o
‘pay with, except his coask, wilch was a good one,
end he offered that in exchenge for the wneat,
A Tarmey In the store after = thorough look at the
settler whe was so determined to stick to his claim,
sald to him: 'See¢ here, stranger, you keep your
coat end come with me oub to my place. I've pob
wheat enough and will let you have vhat you need
and walt on you until the nexbt crop comes in'.
And they went off together,

®%We have no doudbt that the man vho pro-
posed %o go without a goab o got seed wheat te
plant, ls very poor now, but in ten years, 1f life
and health spare him, he will be independent and
comfortable, with a valuables farm and a8 good herd
of cafttles That kind of pluck is sure o win in
Kensas,; and we commend it to new seitlors whoseé
ga&d@ﬂ sess has been gobbled up by the voracious

rougthbughoppers.® {29)

ILoyalty to the state was perhaps the
only imsue on which all the éﬂiﬁcms of RKansas were
in accord in these times: On every other ilsmue
there was ivvariably marked differsnce of opiulon.
Then there was no definite problem ai steke the
cditors pleked 1ittle fights among themselves.
Often these fights were petty and erose £rom

(29) Baporis ledger reprinﬁeé in the Kansas
egigg, Oetober B, é?é»} '
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gellish nmotives,. Bubl meny times the editorial
battles arose fwnm‘ﬁeepseaﬁa& and aincere view-
noints which the efditore held. At ao bime wexe
Fhese carly editors willing to sit baek end wait
for developments. At the least mign of possibile
controversy they plunged into the fray. Inov~
itebly this resdiness to respond to prodblems ak

‘ hand led o many nmistakes of judement. Pub since
in the majority of cases the editors wers sincere
their willingness to get inte the figh%, whatdver
it havpened e be, weg not 8 grest faulb.

The editor of this doy Telt that any
igsue which was the peopls's problem was one in
walch he especially should be vitally interested.
ile felt thabt he was a leadsyr of community thousht
gnd sction. He hed the publio welfare to protect,
He was l@yél %o his town, to his ecounty, to his
state, to his counitrys Butbt firvst of all he was
loyal %o his readers.

Independence of thought and sotion wg
saered to the editor of this dey« Me often chose
the doubtful or the unwise side to defend, vulb
when He bad chosen it ss the right side, defend 1%
he did, There was no edging away from fthe path
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that the editor had chosen, He gave hisg full eaergles
to the causeo which he determined to supnorh.

Bditorial columis of these early days werse
cften Tire-sating, sarcasiic, denuneiatory, vitupera=
Give. 4% the same time, they were always posltive,
not passive or compromising o indecisive. Abusive
languags was resorted to, often unjustly, but the
editor was usually in nursuit of a good énd, The
means ewmployed to gaian this end were, he felt,
Aecessary

Typloal of the positive, energetic editor

of the time was Sol Millor of the Thite Gloud Chilef

{the Troy Chief, the ¥eekly Kensas Ohief). Rdlioprs
of the day always rospected Sol Millor's newspapsy,
although, io be sure, many of them had plenty to
say in their own editorial columns about Sel Miller
hingelf, When he wrote an editorialthere wass no
question as to what be meant te say. 2nd not only
did ke have something te say; he published & read=
able newspaper from wany points of view. A8
Prentis says, "In his office at Troy, with his
sleoves rolled up, and surrounded by such staeks and
plles of newspopers and such boxes, drawers and

barrels of ellppings as grace ne obther prinbting=
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office in this Westernm counitry, wey be found old £0l
Willer; queer, bright, quainty original, s poen of
old-world virtuss; yebt keeping his eyes on the moving
hands of Time's dial.” (80}

8cl Miller took his polities straishb. He
was & yvoek-ribbed Republican, he had faith in the
Republican party, he believed that he wes marching
upder the right banners It is obvious from a study
of the files of hls newspaper thatbt he hated the sight
of & Democrat. He was nwver backward about msking
himgelf plain on this subject: 4nd he would noi
sanction any hedging from the straight and aarpow
path of stapndpat Republicenism, as he shows in this
editorial: 7

"Another editor Lrom the Missouri brush,
is going Bo try his hand av publishing a Demoerabic
paper for the regeneration ol Xansas, His proposed
locavion ls Chetopa, and his name is Harkrider.

Thus far, the Missourl bushwheeckers have not met with
brilliant success Iin the newspaper business in Xen=
sas. As 'Liberal Republicans', the prospsct seems
but very little betber.” (81)

Sul Killer ook speclal delight ln poini»
ing out the wesknesses of conitemporaries in the
Kansas newspaper fleld or in vigorously sebtiing
about %o discourage those newspaper editors who
were moving in fo do things ®in a bilg way" and %o
Tshow up® some OF the newspapers that were alveady

Eﬁ@) Kensas ¥lscellanlies, Noblie L. Prentis, p. 106,
51} _Kansas Chief, Mereh 28, 1872,
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egtablished. OF one editor who was about o start
ons of these "big" newspapors he said:

Yiae ildea of starting a newspaper ol
marmoth size in a small country town, is somewhatb
1ike she war tactics of the Chinese; who try fo
frighten thelr enemies with jumense guns that they
e¢an neither hamdle nor fire, and vhich more fre-
quently deamepge themselves than their enemiles.v (B3)

The Vestern Spirit of Pacla commwented on

the founding of a newspaper atbt Troy called th§ Leader.
It pointed to the situstion 8% Troy as being one of
newgpaper overcrowding. "“This makes, if the repord
has it right, three papers published in that young

eity,"viz: Republicen, Chief, end Ieader. It is

impossible for Uthree papers to survive in Troy.
Walt and see.m
To this BSol Miller had & ready reply:

"31lightly in ervor, That Leadsyr is pub-
lished at Vhite Cloud. Its conducltors are bound
%0 succeed, Por they commenced dunning thely pate
rons before Lthelr traps arrived, snd have dununed
them in both lssues sinee starting, The last
sentence In the above extraet, we are not pre~
pared to dispubés But the Chilef proposes to sur-
vives 4 fair wey to judge oF ihe prosperity of a
paper, is t¢ notlee which one hes incurred the envy
and gatred of the others, and which one all bthe
others are pitching into, and making comnmon cause
againgb" (B3)

Therc were well defined views iu the edw
itorial columihse of Sol Miller's newspaper and there
was evidence Tthot the editor usually had some real

52) Kanses Chief, June 12, 1875
{5@) Toid, Jons 1, 1875 )
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purpose in mind when he wrote. However, Sol Miller
enjoyed editorial fights and when real issues were
lacking he often kept going just for the love of
controversy.

"We guess we have finished our controversy
with the Atchison Champion, on the railroad guestion.
Our original intention wes $o refer to the flurry of
Abchison about the project of rival cibties to tap the
Santa Fe road and steal the gravy from her, and to
remind her of the itricks she had played upon others
in times past; but we 'gob to goin', and counldn't
stop'®., (34)

Marsh Murdock of the Wichita Hagle was an-
other of the early editors who was fond of disputies
with other newspapers. He was the object of mamy
editorial thrusts from contemporaries, but he wes
always ready with an answer. He mede it a point not
to overlook an opporbtunity to defend his own princi-
ples and to show where others had the wrons viewe
point.

When he was defeated for state senator in

1880, the lanhatten Enterprise and the WinfTield

Telegram commented on the election:

"arsh Murdock, candidate for 3tate Senator
in Butler and Harvey counties, was vigorously set
down upon by his Republican consiituents for an
alleged violation of a pledge two years ago not bo
be a candidate this year. His competitor, Wilkis,
was elected by about 300 plurality.~--lenhatian
Enbterprisecs.

"Now it is in order Tor Marsh Murdoek 1o

(34) Kansas Chief, June 19, 1873.
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c

take a trip up to Manhatten for the oXpress purpose
of taking a club to the Enterprise mane. It is bad
enough to have the public know thet he has such a
brother as 'Bent', without having Bent's misdoings
and defeats laid to his door, and if we were in
Mezrsht's shoes we would speedily administer justice
to the man who doesn't know that there is more than
one Murdoeck in the State.-=Winfield Telegram."

To these Murdoek repligd:

"Yos, that's whait's the wmatter, he didn't
know any better, The truth is, that Kansas has out-
grown quite & per cent of her local seribblsrs, if
indeed she has not always been too large for then,
o one or the other of which the Manhaitan pstent
insider, no doubt, belongs. Besides, we have no-
ticed that when the aversge Kaw Bottom sditor at-
tempts to write about the affairs or men of this
groat valley he invariably gets things mixed,~~too
big game down this way for their bore.m (35)

The Caldwell Commercial criticized

fhurdocek for a reconciliation when iv pointed out
that it was not many wonths "sinece Murdock, of bthe
Zable, and Bill Campbell wore 2 cussing and &
damnlng of esach other. Now they are as thiek as
any other two thieves, and the doughty Colonel
endorses the 'larned' Judge as a paragon of jJudi=-
ciz) wisdom; moraliby and honor. BPut such is life
in the Tar Vest.”

In answer bo this edivorial the editor of

the Eagle disregarded the point that the Commercial

had broucht up bub be did make it plain just vhat his

opinion of the editor was:

{35} The Wichita Zasle, November 25, 1880,
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Under what evil spell has our friend of
the Commercial fallen that he thus oubrages his
conseiencde and with flaming rsge swoops down his hot
bitterness upon & brotherhced that he might well
emglnbe? Must he digest the venom of his spleen un-
til it doth split him wide open, because, forsooth,
he fails to comprehend the philosophy of a friend-
ship thet survives the strained jobs of o cawmpeign?
Fie, thou Qklahoms boomer, thy blood must be very
spow brothy Rather then the plsegue of such reflec~
tions, g0 gobble the enbire Indian Terribory, nor
neigher the 'larned! Judge nor the doughty Colonel
will ever again ubber a sentence that would disburb
thy proud triumph and solitary serenity.” (36)

The Caldwell Commereial followed shortly
afterward with another thrust ab the Bagle in vhich
it asserted that "nons of the Champions, Fasles, and
other buzzards of the Kansas progs have yet discove
gred that Seoretory Schurz has made a report." {(37)

Whereupon the Bagle followed with & reply
in its unext issue:

"Wsll, vhat of i¥? When &id that gentle-
man make a renorl, and vhat wes it about? If the
Commereial alludes to the spegtacled pimno thumber

o presides over the destinies of

tIo! the poor Indisn whose wntutored mind,

Clothes him before and leaves him bare bshind.'

Ve must corrset him. We discovered such a repori,
but found but small allusion to the Boomers, farther
than the recommendetion for & law empowering end
imprisonment of every man cought invading the Indisn
Territory.” (38}

Editorial disputes of this kind werve
froquents Often they wore porsonal atiacks spd rather
unreasonable, but uswelly the edlbor had som¢ poliey
;36; The Wichita Eagle% December, 9, 1880,

¥

57) Ibid., December 23, 1880, Reprink.
38} Ibid., December 23, 1880



(58)

or viewpoint which he wished to defend or expound.

Charles Scott, as editor of she IJola
Regiagter, which was in the midst of polities and
crusades in the eighties, was a member of ithe eirele
of edibors vwho were eover ready o teke the forward
step when there were campaigns to be launched ox dig-
putes to be settled, Scott iln that day was a bis
more conservabtive in his cdilorial expression than
some of the more Tiery editors, but he 4id write in
a positive tone and with the eourage of hils convie=
tions. In dispubes with his editorial contemporaries
he took a prominent part. When any other editor
observed the Jols Register with a eritlical eye, Scott
wae willing and ready to meeb the challenge:

"The Tates Center Newg reproaches us for
imputing crookedness to Sherifif Cennady in the Rheam
affaiyr *alter Governor Meriin himself had exonerated
the Sheriff'. If the News will read a little closer
it will iearn that the arbicle was writbten and pub=
lished before Mr. Cannody's statbement appeared, The
gegiatgr certainly has no grudge against Mr. Cannady,
and is willing to give him the full benefit of his
statement, We might add however, that we are in
receipt of a communication from e prominent clitizen
of Piqua, which plainly intimates that Mr. C's depu-~
ties might find it & litile more difficult than he
did, to explain evorything satisfactorily. We do
not publish the letter because 1t is libellous sand
because the whole metter is one in which no one in
Allen county is particularly intoreéested." (39)

Seott was sbaunch in his Republicanismy as

(39) The Iola Resister, March 13, 188%.
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were many of hls contemporaries. Like many another
Renges editor of the dey, he preferred to c¢ling %o a
straight Republican doctrine. He wanted none of the
®1iberal" strains, and, at times, was & bit impatient
with the other side:

"1t is eoming t0 be rather loudly rumored
that one reason why the new Administretion does not
*turn the rascals out' a livtle faster, is thet it
finds very few rascels in, For years the demoerabs
have been howling about the ecoryrupbion of republicen
office holders. They kept up this howl so persistently
and vigorously that a great meny republicans begen %0
tremble for lthe honor of their party vhen the day of
regkoning should come. That day bas comey and after
e month or more of serutimy snd eagey search for
gvidenee of zullt or incapaecity, our snemies, most
unwilling witnesses, sre compeliled 0 besr testimony
that they can find absolutely nething to_bte condemned.
They confeéss they are surprised ¢ f£ind the require~
ments of the publie servics so well met. HNobt a single
republicun officisl has been removed 'for cause’,. N
Instead of being up to their eyes in the £ilth of the
YAugean Stebles?, to the eleansing of which they so
patriotically pledged themselves, they Tind evexny
department in order, swept and garnished apd dusted,
so that they may enter in and teke possession withoud
soiling so much ag the tips of their fingers. It is
slowly dawning upon the Adminisbrafion thet its duby
lies more in the line of keeping the rascals out than
it does in that of turning theum ouhy" (40)

Republicen editors in Kanses could se€ liﬁﬁle
bope for the Demoepatic party, and they let these views
be knowne They felt that real palyvation for Kansas as
well o8 for the Unlted States lay in the party to whose
policieg they adhered. Scott was one of these erthodox

(40) The Iole Register, April 10, 1885.
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Republicans. Having adopted the doctrine of Repub=
licanism as the saving hope, he odhered strietly %o
its tenets:

"Even democrabic papers no longer attempd
to conceal the fact that relations bebween President
Cleveland and his Seoretary of State are very shvained,
and thot an sebual wupbure is probable. Mr. Clevelsnd
sees bhot nearly all nistakes of his administration
heve been msde by Mr. Bayard and tekes listlse pains
to coneceal these lupressions. The result is that the
President and Secretlary never meet now excepl when it
is absolutely necessary that shey should. Shounld all
this prove srue, it will have & tendsncy to infliich
a serious illness upon the presidential bee in lr.
Bayard's bonnet." {(41)

when D. Re. Anthony took pen in hand to lay
down vhe law for the readers of the ILeavenworth Con~
vervetive, and his later paupers, he usually had some~
thing to say, There were those who agreed with him
and those vwho dissgreed with him, but there were
surely none vho misunderstood hime. He was a membor
of the sbock company which founded in 1861 the

Leavenvorth Convervative, & newspaper wiich wes

named bo belie itc name. ILeter this newspaper be-

came the Times~Conservative end then in 18V1, The

Pimes, the first permanent daily in Kansas,
The Times wse Cole. Do Re Anthony and Col.
D« R. Anthony was bthe Times. OColonel inthony hed

enerey and foree and was alert o the possibilities

(41) The Iola Rogister, June 5, 18835,
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of his newspaper. Of Colonel Anthony end the Leavenw
worth Timwes of the sighiies, WNoble L« Prentis saids
"Like the war-horse Iln Job, The Times hears the
gound of the batile afar off: =snd usually meets the
battle itself hallfway, yeob it seems to grow a lithle
stronger with each fighfs Iv stands by ltself among
Kenses newspapers in its singuler personal chapscters
it is the voiece of one man, and that man of rare
foree, tourege, pertinacity, and enbarprise." (42)

Pephapes nothing in Kensas journalism has
over given an editor of the state more pride than to
point fo the passing of & too~ambitious or "ypstari®
rival in the same town. Colonel Anthony enjoyed this
pastine as much as any of them, as the following eds
itorial showst

"Bﬂ&ﬁ

“The Daily Appeal dled yesterday morning.
It had been running aboul two monthss It lived
about one month lounger than anybody supposed 1t
would, Ib wes e bankrupt concern in every sense of
the word, from the first. It was without cepital,
ability or inbegylty. There was never auny room for
it, and it was only starited to *thurt somebody'.
There are some men in Leavenworith who have just
scnse enough %o think that sny kind of an sbortion,
%0‘5 up by eny kind of deadbeais, or gamblexrs, if
% will only come oub every day, will ilnjure the
business of The Times. Ceritain %eavemmrt}: min,
who have beén criticised by %he imes for varilous

kinda of wrong practices, put their money freely
into this defunet concern. L. B. Theat put in e

{42) Kansas Mipceellsnies, H. 103.



hundred dollars, and other men vho are supposed to
know betbter also contributed livertlliye. Wheat pro-
bebly wanted an organ, to advertise his dog, and the
others went in for spile, Now thelr money is gone
and their organ is gone. It made no manner of Aif-
ference o The Times whether the thing lived or
died. If o dozen such concerns should be started

in Leavenworih cvery day The Times would not be dis-
tuarbed by them any more than by =0 many geabs. The
whole thing only snows that men vho sre usually
sensible c¢an act the Lfool sometimes.” (43)°

The colonel wes dynamic in his convietions
and, hence, was gulck to grasp at the handy phrase
and the definite words to express his belieis. Not
always ware these gleaned from a polite vocabulary,
in replying %o a letter nddressed %o the editor of
Thg Times, Colonel hsnthony named his vietim fivst,
raprinﬁaﬁ’th@ lotter, snd bhen answered ib.

"4 Lirty, Lying Doge

"7 nobige that D R Anthony also
publishes the “notlice” of Munford. I
regquested hin to publish my statement
of the facts simulbaneously with the
appesyance of the *notice"™ bub he
declined to do s0. One yealr ago
D« R. Anthony wanted me, in consid«
eration of 425, to perjure myselft iu
the Sags~Winter case, in order thav
he {Anthony) misht collect 180, vhich
amount Sass owed him for vent. I
deelined iir. Anthony's offer, nuad now
he thinks he hos o vight to hate me
ond publish me &s a scoundrcl.

T. C» Thurston.!

"For pure, uaadulierated, maliclous

scoundrelism, thisc drunken, lying vhelp, Thursion,
beats the world. He testified on bosh sides of

{(43) The Daily Times, July 4, 1879.
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the Sags-Winber casej indeed his contradletions
were so oreat thab both sides regrrded huig testi~-
mony &s worbthless. He did come to us and ask for
money, in en cbject; vwhining manner, like a dirty
lithle dog. Ve declined to give hiw anybhing, fell=
ing him plainly that we thought him a worthless
fellow and that we had no interest in the case,
having alreedy donated to Sass his indebtedness

to us. Thursion is thes worsy dead-beat 1n the laznd
and the newspapors thet omen their colummns to his
£ilth are not much hetier bthen he is.m {44)

then in 1879, there was an investigation
carri=zd on by the United States senate into the
affairs of some of its membors, including Jenstor
Ingnllis of Kensas, Colonel Anthony zrew iupatienta
e had falth in the intesriity of Senator lupalls
and fels that the whole mess hed been stirred up by
irritated political enemies of the Kansas senabor.
He voiced his disappwoval of the invesbigation in
no uncertain terms:

“The Ingadls Investigation

"Sufficient progress has already been made
in the 'Ingalls investigation® to show fhat the
whole thing would be a wost radiculous farce wsre it
rot for the injury done %o the good nsme of the State
by the thousand snd one false stories put afloat by
tho characterlesgs scoundrels whe are the chiefl movers
in the matter., The fzct that a committee of the
highest and most honoreble legislative body in the
world, echarged with the duty of investigating scrious
charges preferved ageinst an honorablc ond zble membep
of thet bhody, should Tind no other foundotion for such
charges then the scoundrelly machinations of a pack
of secalawags who would not be believed under ocalh in
any communlity where they were known, presents @ pice
ture that vould be regarded as ridiculous in the

{44) The Daily Times, July 8, 1879,
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extreme were it nod for the othor fact vhaw all vhe
lics mamulzetnred by these Tellous for the purpose
oT supporv.ny; whelir cngsc and injurine the character
of the man by vhom they bove been folled, heve cone
befeore lhe publlec =n the colunns of uascrupulous
newspapers, ance thus Ingured the cood name of Lhe
Svate.

*iTha investigeiion has alroacy demonstvrated
the b she charges of corruption against Scnator Ingolls
arc who dy groundless, rad ere due solely to the foot
that the fellows who made them were 1a the market and
vented to sell to [/ngetls, bl he refused to buy Shem,
and sccured thelr emmity by sreabing their corrupt
nroposals with contempt. ‘the harm done by the invest=
igation is in erposing o the world the foet that such
moral prostitutes were honored by Kansas constibuencies
with scots in the Stete Lesislaturce. But it must be
remewbered to the credit of e State thet the most
of them were fresh importations, that they were butb
ii%tle known by the pcovle vho veled Tor them, and
sinece thoir truc charactors have becn shown, the
peoplo who elected thewm have rwost emphaticeally re=-
pudiated them." (45}

He followed up hio ediborial orusade agoinst
the alleged enemiss of Senator Ingslls, and rofused to

rive up his Tight to show that there was nothing in

™

the charges whiech liad been brought:
"ifhe Peyce

"The movement ageinst Inalls by Sturmbaugh &
Coe 15 muen a ridicnlows igsren that some of vhose
most ective in getting rt up have bhecome acshamed of
it, nad admit thet it doasn’t amouny so onythiog.
Ho public mon v this country was ever besct Ly a
dirticr, or move worthles:c se. of scoundrels than those
who bhave boen ewzaced 1n vhis cbortive attemnpt to ln-
Jure the reputation and (nflueace of Seastov Inzalls.
e supplementeol charges brought before the
Lenale Commivben nu Lrivileses snc Blections, on which
this investaipation was ordered, mede charmes of bribery,
aad corrupvion againclt ten certain members of the late
Legislacure, bub though the conmibtee has now been in
sesslon o week, not & wivness has been produced nor a

(45) The Daily Times, September 25, 1879.
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word of testimony offered to sustain sny of Phese
thargeses Without sueh specific charges the investig=
tion would not have been ordered snd the rosult shows
that they were false. The only metter of surprise in
the whols affair is that the Senate of the Unlted
States should hove stooped to liaben to the groundless
charges preferred by cherecterless vegobonds and thglr
unserupulous backerd.

#In our opinion the committes wilill scon be
satlisfieds~if i¢ is not already--that the whole thing
is an infamous conspirocy, and will drop it in disgust.

Tt is unflerstood that the men who have
furnished the meens to carry the thing on esxre &, C.
Pomeroy, Geo. T« Anthony, and Ben Slimpson, who being
too cowardly Yo fight Mre ingalls openly, seek in
this way to injure him through the means of the dig-
reputable fellows they have employed as thelir tools.
But it will resct mgalnst them,; and when the whole
truth is kpown the pegple of Kensas, will desplse
them more than evor.”{48)

In the nineties the edltors of Keusas pulb
their hearis and souls into pelitics. Trenchunt and
parsonal expresasions of gplinion held swoy. There was
no equivpeation o be noted in the editorial columms.
Issues were prosented straisht from the shoulder.
Personal jourpalism in Kansas is no better exemplified
than in the newspapers of the ninebies. The papers
wepe known by bhelr editops rather thau by any other
designation. Thore was an abundance of ediborial
expression and vhe life and vigor of the staté¢ was
in its noewspapers.

The high peak of the pioneering, independent
spirit of the Ransaes edlior was reached during these
days of great editoriel vigor snd enthusiasm. Although
many of the edltors took positiong of standpatters and

(46) The Leavenworth Times, Seplember 26, 1879,
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stood by their guns under all cirvcumstances and
against all thrusts of the opposition, even these
men seéemingly often spoke their own sincere wviews
rather than the prescribed platibtudiuvous policies
of a party.

There were rock-ribbed standpatters; there
were striet independentsi there were those who spoke
the views of the party when those views coincilded
with thelr own, with & slight leaning towsrd one
party; there were those who changed thelr positions.
But all of these Kansas editors were aggressive,
frank, foreeful. They believed in editorial expresge
ion and they insisted on the right of an editor teo
put forth his views In his editorial columns. They
were right and they were wrongs but they were never
indifferent.

The editorial expressions were of the lively
"kicker® variety vhieh prevailed at the time in the
Kansas press. The Kansas Gity Gazeive refers to the
"Ransags Kickers" as follows:

"*The unanimity of the Kansas
pross thie fall is unparalleded
in the history of the state.

In kicking and in eriticising
and in fault-finding generally,
probably the Leavenworth Iimes,
Atehison Champion, Lawrence

Journal, Hmporia Hepublicen
and the Kansas Clty Gagstte
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are the most unanimous. In sone
instancees the editors on the

same papers appear to be at oubs,
and in one instanece two founders

of the same paper, @ father and
son, are running against each other
for the same office«t=~Flchita

Baglo.

"In 60 far as the Fagle refers to The
Gazeite, we ecan elearly sey that it is another. The
Gazette has not kicked on a single issue. We wanied
some flux on and we made & fight for it. And since
every state and district expression wesb of the state
of COhic has been with us, the Troy Chief is the only
kieker ol this issue. In every other conceivable
regpecet The Gazmehie has besen at peace with all
mankind. We are oy prohibition; we are for every
man on the Republican ticket everywhere in Kansas,
and we have not anbugonized any of them. Bub at home
we have one faint kick to meke for a few deys, and
that is whether a rump commititee, coneelved in secret
meetings across bthe line In Missouri a year ago, owns
the party, and can disftribute representatives in a
convention in the interests of the thugs of = Dem=
oeratic ward at the secrifice of the voice of wards
oveorwhelmingly Republican, We never kick, we nevor
kick; and The Fegle is the most unblushing prevari-
cator, and the most nonseunsieal kicker in the state.
However, a kicker is generally a man of convietions,
and he is usually bthe man who causes things to
accelerate.” {47)

Marsh M. Mardoeck of the Wichite Jagle was

a vigorous editor of the stirring nineties, more
forceful than the average, but of the same typical
independent spirit of the newspaper men of the Hime
in Kensas. He took an active parﬁlin political
issues and was ever ready to toke the offensive in
any political controversy.

Vhen Jerry Simpeon made some disparaging

remarks about the Dodge Clbty convention and deéclared

(47) The Wichita Daily Xegle, September 27, 1890,
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that the Republican platform was insinccre, Murdock
came flatfootedly out against Simpson as a prospect-
ive national congressman from Ransas:

"Jere (slc) Simpson's Talk.

"Jere Simpson is saying in many places thab
the Dodge City convention was run by bummers fron
Wichita, ond declaring publicly, in others, that he
knows the author of the platform adopted at the
Republican congressional convention and that there is
not & wrd of sincerety in 1t., The ex-conastable of
Medicine Iodge may win some vobtes from the ignorant
and prejudiced by such btalk, bub he can hardly fail
to disgust falr-minded, intelligent men. Judge Sluss,
one of the brainiest men %o be found ipn Keusas, and
whose earncstmess of purpose was never questioned by
any honest man who gnew ham, was the chairmaa of the
commitiee on resolutions at Dodge City. He not only
stands reedy to defend that platform in tobo but to
puncture the sycophantic hide of the pessimist who
goes aboub among the farmers of the west playiag upon
their prejudices wibth vile slanders. A man vho de~
geends o suceh a role On the sbump would cub a prebdty
figure in congress. We don't care vhat Jere Simpson's
dislike of WWichita amounts o, nor how far Le can make
g display of it win, but with such & man as & repre-
sentative the averape member of congress would no
doubt conclude bthat the Seventh district of Kansas
stood ag much in need ol migslomariss as "Darkest
Aftvicat,? (48)

The prospect of being resd oub of his own
party by other newspapers in the sbase 4id not
frighten Murdoek iato a submisslon to "conformity™,
No doubt he had due respect for his contemnorariles,
bub, like the typlcal Kansss editor, when he had
chosen a stand because he bellieved it to be right

he refused Ho be intimidated:;

(48) The Wichita Deily Hegle, September 21, 1890,
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"The Hide and Horns.

"Iast May the Leavenworith Times, the
Topeka Qapital, the Fort Scott Monitor, The Emporia
Republican, the Hutchinson MNews, the Newbon Republicen
and dozens of other minor papers read the Tagle outl
of the Republican payty because of the vigorous on~
slaught on the tariff schedule as proposed by the
HeKinloey »ill. What do these journals now propose
to do with Mr. Plunb? Hasn't the hide in this in-
stence gone with the tail and horns? Weren't they
in reality trying 1o reald the psopls out of the
party?

"The performance of these papers reminds
ug of the effors of Lhe Wichita Republican club o
read the parity ibself oub of the party." (49)

Murdock explains the stand of the Hagle
in an editorial reply to coument in the columms of
the Abehison Chempion: The editor of the Champion
hed spoken of the Wichita Hagle in these words:
"Our estcemed contemporary, the Wichite Dagle,
announces that it 'has no desire to lead and it
never follows?, by which we are given to under-
stand that it is a stickler for origzinal and unigue
methods of journalism, Be we right?" To which the
editor of the Bapgle repliedt

"The Bagle is just the BEagle, and 'unique!
end foriginal' it has never been anything else.
Whether or not it has imitebors 1t has no pabtern,
ard never had. Its methods, il bthe pride of its
friends, are wholly obnoxious %o its rivels. A4
cat goes for a mouse not because it is & Ysbicklep?
gorlthat kind of meat; but siwply because it wes

uilt that way. T Champion ex¢epted, bthe Bagle
is the most independent Wepublican paper in XKansas)

having neither mational, state, county, or municipal
patronage worth wentioning, It stands on its own

{49) The Wiehita Daily Bagle, October 2, 1890.
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feet, and for the right, as it understonds the right;
asking no favor of any man, nor fearing any odds,
political or otherwise. These may be precarious times
for such & paper, but such a paper the Eagle can only
be. Uhatever may be thought of it by the politiciens
and parbty hacks they know, as do all of its readers,
that its molives are honest and its utterances theve-
fore, however distasteful, are entitled to their
respect.” (50)

The hisgh point in crusading Kenses journal-
lom wes reached in the eighties while Sol Miller,
Marsh Murdock and Col, D. RBe Anthony were in btheiw
prime. Other vicorous editors Tollowed, but the
efforts of the later editors beeame more spasmodie
than those of their predecessors and the enthusiasm
of the cditorial column socn beceme more sn indivie
dual outbreak bthan a general tendency. ‘fhe editors
of these early days felt that the vigor of editorisl
columms wes a tradition of their crafi, and even if
they were not so sure of that, they were determined
to give their newspapers the stamp of individuality.

The next peried in the history of the
Kansag press carried some of the old f'ire, but the
great personalities were gradually dropping oub,
and the new order, although more businesslike, was

destined to becoms more sbtaid snd less lnteresting,

(50) The Wichita Daily Zagle, Decomber 21, 1890,
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Chaptexr 3.

Trangition,

The Populist controversy of the nineties
and the cempsigns of boss busting carvied on by some
papers bebtween 1900 eand 1908, proved to be the last
of the old Kansas journalisms, A few oubstanding ed-
itors of later days were destined to ecarry on some
of the traditions of the past, but these periods
ended the vigorous typlcal Kansas newspaper. So far
as its erusading eléement vwas concerned, psrsonal
journalism, in a state of greal newspaper editors,
became the exeepbion rather than the rule. Itz place
was taken by a sociable but not a soelal spirit.

The decline of individuality and indepénd-~
ence, of some of the sparkling originality, and of
the vigorous, ready foree of the Kansas editor of the
early days had ite beginning during the nineties, at
a bime whepn the press of the state was in 1%s prime,
But the foree bshind the inevitable was not evidend
at the time. In $he heat of political conbroversies,
such as the Populist days brought to the editors of

the sbtate, 1ittle note was made of the fact that one
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by one the old~-timers were dropping out and new men
ware teking over ithe editorial chairs. But it was.
the change of personnel that begsn grauslly to Hake
away from Jjournalistie lLife in Kensas a great deal of
its old=-time vigor.

The Populist movement, one which furnished
the editors of gansas a lively subject for discussion,
began with the Farmers! Alliasnce, In 1889 there wes
& btremendous corn crop. Prices fell. Tarmers were
impoverished. The Farmers®! Alliance was formed, on
the theory that the fsrmers pald toc mueh for what
they boushi. It established cooperative grocerigs,
hed see¢ret meetings in country schoolhousss, and
developed an exbtreme bitternmoss boward merchents and
professional mon, espoecisally sgainst lawyers, vwhom
it regarded as leeches and parasites; and whom 1%
blemed for the foreclosing of farm morbzages.

then the Farmers' Alliance became a defin~
ite polivical factor in the life of the state by being
eonverted into the Populist party, the editors of Kan-
sas found themselves presernted with another lively
topie for conbtrovergisl discussion. Trom the middle
eighties to about 1900 economi¢ and political guesitions

were at the Tore. Bub the antebellum editors who were
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well gualified %o write on these toplies were retiring,
and many of the new editors who came into owmership
of Kensas newspapers were printers who had worked
themselves vo from the back office. These men were
not gualified to discuss such economle and politiesl
questions as free silver, farmers! warehouses and
Populisum.

With editors who found the task of dis~-
cussing the lively tovies of the day too mueh for
them, Fansas newspapers gradually drifted awey fvonm
the edlitorial spivit to the business ond mechanical
sldes of newspoper production. The older spirit
carrisd on through the days of Populism and for a
Tew yesrs after, but from gbout 1905 on, with = few
notable exceptions, therc was o loss of vigor in
journalistic Kansasa

The new politieal force in Xensas, in the
form of the Parmers? Alljance, kept up the vigor of
a crusading editorial spirit thet wes beginning fo
show signs ol losing its virility. But it wes to be
expected that the edltors of the state wounld not
overlook this new and Important factor in the eeonomie
and politicsl life, 48 & secret nnd soclal organizas

tion of formers in 1889 the Allisnce had not attracied
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a great deal of attentioni but when, in 18980, it became
an openly actlve politieal forse, editorial campaigns
for and against it beeame numerous.

The organization of the Alliance, ag has been
gaid, hod come about through the feeling among the
faymers of Kansas bthet they had suffered discrimination
in many ways in the meking of laws and in the conduch
of government gemerally, that “capital wasg allowsd un-
due weight, that corporations were allowed full sweep
for'unjust, aV%ricieus and oppressive disposition, and
sseapad their just burden of taxmation; that the loaner
of money had all the advantage in his transsctions with
the borrower} the mortgagee of the morigusor; and that
‘s govermment originally designed on the basis of the
freedom end oquality of all men, had bscome perverted,
and wes conductoed on the principle that 'to him that
hath shall be given, and from him that hath not shall
be taken even that which he hatht.® (51)

The "People's Party™; or the Populist Pariy
as it becawe povularly known, was the result of the
politieal organization of wvarious groups which were
in sympathy with the principles of the Farmers’
Allience, On June 12, 1800, at a Topeka convention,
the following groups sent delegates as representatives

in the forming of the Populiet Party: the Faimers?

(51) History of Kansas, Prentis, p. 198.
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Alliance, the ITndustrial Union, the Patrons of Husbandry,
the Enishis of Labor, the Farmers' Mutual Benefit
Assooiation, and the Single Tex Clubs.

Tha Populist Party furnished the Tirsi lmporte
ant editorisl subject for illiam Allen White aftexr he
became editor of the Emporia Gazetice. In June,; 1895,
he bought the Gazebtes TFor a year he marked tims,
writing on such harmless subjects as "The Company Has
Gone', "A FKingdom Coming", and "The Literary CGoclebty".
But wlth the specter of the Populist Party peering
over bthe horizon, White as @ rvock~ribbed conservative
who put Republiecanism next to godliness, was horrified,
and prepered to batitle the invaling sunemy:

"Patriotism or Anerchy?

*The guestlon before the voters of this
country is a simple one. It is nobt invelved; a child
may comprehond it. The question before bhe vobtsr of
this country--ol Kansas, of Emporia=-is shall Amexican
institulions prevail; shall every men have a right to
enjoy the fruits of his endeavor, or shall politiecsl
and Cinancial enarchy provail?

The man who supporis the Popullsts in this
¢léction, whether for road overseer or for President,
is lending his voite and his influence to the cause a%
ENATChY .

"Tet us reason together. The platform of the
Republican party declares in effect that Ameriesn in-
stitutions shall be preserved as they sre. It declares
that honest debts shall be pald in the money promised.,
It declares that as pold has been the siandard money
of this nation for generations, and as the circula-
tion has constantly and steadlly increased, every debt
shall be pald and every conbtract held inviolable.

"On the other hend, the Populishs demand that
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debts be cut in two. They lie when they say that the
currency has been coanitracted. Dvery thiel in jail has
his excuses; he thinks he did richt. He justifies him-
sclf. Co éo ithe men who want to steal half thelr ered-
itorst money justify thelir crime by talk about the
contraction of svhe currcmey. Bubt It 18 o criminal's
subterfure. It is a rogue's sophistvy.

“ihe demand for £ifLy ecnt payment for &
dollar's debt would cut every sovings bank deposi?b,
every widow's insurance polilicy, every building end loan
stock In two. Thot would nut a discount on Trugaliiy.
It wonld also cutl cvery single plece of pococumulated
wealth In two. Thot would put a discount on thrift,
business tolent, oaad industry. Of course it would.

You can't destroy wealths The half that you teke away
from the man vho soves would go somoevhere. It would go
5o the maa who has not seved, viho has been sn idler,
who has becen shifsless. The cnorehist, in clamoring
Tor ithe tdivision of proporty?, has alwoys claiwed thatb
men vho had no property to divide were ‘unflorsunate’.
The anarchist drocols over o worthless man, and ealls
the frugal and inductrious man @ thief,

"What in the neme of Heaven are these laitter-
anareiists doing vut that? They are clemoirung for
divvy's Thoy have supar-coated their demend for a
fifty cent dollaxr', lor an wasy 'way oul', lor a 4ive
ision of proyerty, for anarchy, .0 vou please--they
heve sugar-coated thot demand witn fince words end
rhetorieal claptrap. But it is the semc old robbery
that Horr Mosb has over demendods

e Americen people hanged flve men for
derending Just whabt the Populists are demaniing NoOw.
Governor Altseld, the leader of ihe Populists, pare
doned the aporcuisis whe escaped the gellows and the ‘
men wno demand a division of property unew are cheering
hi}ﬂ f@r it.t.ﬁ.l.'..dﬂ

"The Republican perty is the party of manhood.
It deoes not selr the dPoor agalnst the rich, It hes no
class hotred to Togter. 1t is forx menly pluck, for
honor, wnd Tor the best kind of people--~the thrifty,
frugal, courageous peoplce. The Revubhllcan pardy ls
azainst the thinc: nnd the denmOgOfMBeocvrecanses

"The Republican party hulds out no inducements
to mea vhe went & 'drvey', wsho want & Lilty cent dollar to
pay a dollzr’s worth of debt. The Republican party de-
sires gud will rccelve bue supporlt of counservative,
honest Americans who believe trat working and saving
end honesty win In thals 10TlGscencnoses

"ATe you an American or an Anarchist?t (5%)

acx

-« e
-t

¥

(52) Zmvworia Cazette, July 31, 18@6.
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White continued with editorials in similar
vein, in vhich he dlirecied tho atvliention of his readers
%o the perfect party, the Republican party, which stood
for “independent manhood". "The dmerican idea is todey
in the balance,” ho sald. "The Republicans sre uphold-
ing 1B« The Populicts and their allies are deuncuncing
its The electilion will sustain Americeanlsm or it will
plant Soclalism. Thab is the breadth of the question
st stake.”

It cuo be salid Tor Mp. VWhibe that ut the $ime
vhen these ediiowviels were being written he was geing
through & pericd of convervatism vhich stayed weth bhim
for many years but 4id not become & permanent characters
ipsics. In lster years he Tound ocezsion to admitv thebd
the HRepublicen parly wes capable of imperleciions,
thet Socielisﬁ.ha& its mood points, end thet being a
hide«bound conservative was & foolish business.

The early editorials would lead one to bslieve
that, at least politrcally, the editor of the Gazetic
bad set his sails on & permanent . tack, bul the Gazelbe
goon vevealed, s&s Helon 0. ¥Webin says, "lock of consis-
teney startling et {irst thoughit. Whet 1lts sditor gaid
yesterday lays no dead hand on what he says to-dmy} nor

in spesaking to~day does he worry a whit sbout what he
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may want to say Lo-morrow. IDach day he volicos an eager
cend vehement sparit with entire frecdom. And yov are
presently Tilled with a cururised gratiiude that whether
you like what he says or neot, you know he is not feollng
you, and iT he doeu not fear youw, neither does he fear
your euncmy. Nor does he fear to let the world konow it
when he has changed Lis mind; he pever shrinks from his
record.,

"There ic something more than mers sincerity
of motive in ips. The worthy pvopagandist is sincere.
But Mr. Whitc Iz po propagandisty he bas no program o
gerve exeopl o speek hls wind st all Timess The resuld
is & striking evolution. The ardent resctionary of the
lete *90's is tho bane of the reactionarics twonty years
iater; and midway of the perloed he pauses with a remin-
ismcent *VWell, well, welll' to remgrk the fact that he
and nils kind are now advocating some of the very things
it used to scandzlize them so terribly to see bhe Pop=
ulists Trying to &o.* (53)

And whet the Populists were trylag bo do was
Just the thing that gave impefus %o the wribing of the
edivoriel,"What's the Matter With Keansus?', that at-
troeted nalion~wide attenition, and put the spoblight
of the United Shates on Uilliam Allen ¥White of the

Emporia Gazebte, vThe edlforizl had an unusual

{59} The Bditor and His Peopl:s, Mohin, Inbro.s p.l0.



vogue", says Mr. Vhites ™It was reprinted in nearly
every Republican newspaper in the United gtates and
Vark A. Henre, chairmen o€ the Republican [fational
Committee, sold that be used the editorisl more widely
than any other cempaign document in the compaign. The
cdiloricl is dirccled at the Pepulist tickot in Konsses
ald refers to & {Tormer Popullst adwministration. The
editorlal did uwot keep Fensas from electiing the Popullst
ticket, butbt Chairwen Henua wes kind enoush to say that
i% helped moterially to elect IMr. leKinley and 2 Tepube-
lilcan Congress. The editorlal reproscnss conservatism

in its Tvll and perfoch Clower.t {(o4)

(&

Criticism of the Populist Psriy cone to be
an fadoor swvort arong the edibtors of ¥ansses, The
populist congressmen, Peiflfr-r, Simpoon, Clove avd Otig,
were contlinually agsarled, There was a gencrous alring
of the Lewelling administretion, the state board of
charities scandals, e pol.ce boavrd scandals in
Teavenwortn and Wichita, the lesgislative bribevry in=
vesbtlzations, and the ulleged blackmaliling operations
ander the Pooullst insuvence commissioner.

We Y. Vorgan of the Iutchinson News lent his
ald ko discouraring ihe Popullet movement ang was
pleesed ‘o make announcement of the gradusl dissolviion

éié) The hditor and His People, Mahin. Note W. As Wey, Do
4o
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of this political foree in Ransas . His campaigns
were never as vigorous as those of White, but he was
never backward about upholding his side of any con~
troversys. A good deal of his editorial comment was
in the form of humorous ridicule, and oaften it was
very effactlvely emploved. H¢ followed the Populist
movement with & watchful eye and & ready pen and
predicted its early demlse.

At the last elestion in Denver sight state
senators were elechted who claimed to be Popullsts.
These senators have now announced that they will go
into the Populist ecaucus ana not only that bub will
join the Democratie party. Thig is the legibvimate
fruit of fusion and every incident that marks the down=
fall of the Popullst party has upon it the mark of
fusion, VWhat have the Populists gained by fusion?

It has been used aa the touvl of Democrocy and ths
death of the party was the only possible resulbt.” (55)
The funeral sermon for the Populist parity

was preached by the ILawrence Daily Journal, which

could see no further hope for the party following the
issuing of a manifesto by the state commitise, calling
for contributions to keep the party in force.

"Passing of Populism,

"Secretary Curran, of the populist state
committee has issued a manifesto in the nature of an
ante mortem statement, in whieh he declares that his
party is in the throes of dissolution, and unless
gopious contribubions flow inbto the treasury bvefore
Auvgust 1lst, next, the headguariters will be closed
and the populist party disbanded,

"It is safe to say that the contributions
will not come. The farmers are expected to send in

(55) Hutehinson News, January 2, 1901.
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tneir wealth, bul one of the First things a farmeyr learns
in 1ife is that a dead horse isn't worth paying for.
Populism is a dead horse, or, morc properly speaklngz, a
dead mule, This 1s sald without disrvespect to the mule,
or to the party. The mule is a born kickeri so was the
populist party. There are other points of resemblance
not necessary bo mentlon here. pul that; aside the
dictum of Secrelary Curran, simply puts the offieial
seal upon a truth vhich everybody had come to roalize}
the populist party is dead.

®Its life hos been as full of tribulations
ag a boy's heel is of stone brulses, and btrisls have
been ibo portion from the eradle even bto bhe brink of
the grave where it stends today. Populism was not
without esuse. 1t was ohie probest of man sgainst the
ineguities of Tate. It was a wailing cry agalust the
inexorable degbiny chet downs one man To slavery and
drudgery, and want ond poverty, end elevates suother
o artlaence, power and dominion, It was the feeble and
ineficetual abtenpt of man Lo conquer TFate.

"From the boeginning of time, man hasg siruggled
ineffectuelly against the Injustice of Nature. The pop=
ulist party was an ovganlzed effTort to change the laws
of humen destiny, end bto elter thew so that the men who
were unfortunate should be egual to those vho were fav-
orifes of fortune. OQOstensibly, the effort was bo meke
men equal; really it was to dethrone the strong, and
to put the wealr in his pluce. In the beginning, it
was an honest efforb, foel, puerile but nevertheloss
honest, The rank and f1le of bthe psrty wes made up of
men wibth honesb intenitions, brave hearts, and high asg-
pirations. But whabever good might have boen accon~
plished was $hwaried by the demogogucs, vhore ambition
was power ond plsce, snd whe led the party into such
tangled ways of error that the most sincere and honest
effort boceme ridiculous, and bhe party itsell became
the laughing stock of the couniry.

"All of which was unjust, oruel, and heart=-
breaking. To bring obout such & milleaonium a8 the
honest populist dreamcd of was obviously limpossible,
but thet did not deler honest men and women from
having thelir dreams, and while they were dreaming, the
demangogues tore down the foundations that were builded,
and dividced owong themselves the thianns of value ithey
found, But the dream ls over now, and populism isg a
reminiscence. The members of the party must sbandon
the hopes they have cherished, must awoken from the
Greams thal have hoen so sweet to them, and must face
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the sfern fact that they no longer have a politiecal
home, but must seek one among those who have been thelr
enemies,. It is a ¢ruel awskening, but they are not the
first who have dreamed of sleeping upon roses to awaken
and find the bed of thorns.® [58)

Another topic which furnished lively editorial
&iscuséiwn in ihe late nilnetiss and the ¢arly part of
the following decade was prohibitiop~-and Carrie Nation.
Bvery paper in Eansas took ovcasion to give Carrie Natlon
generous publicity in its columns,. Some of the editorial
comment® supported her, but most of it was adverse eriugip=
ism of her process of doing awzy with the demon rum. The
Emporis Qazetbte oppesed the Carrie Nation method at firsk,
but later changed its atbitude. ’

"Carrie Mation and Things.

*farrie Nation is wrong~-fead wrong. Many
people who are right are wrong. John Brown was. So
was Christ, lor that maliter. Probably iT the GCametie
had been published in Jerusalem 2000 years ago it
wounld bave stood by the social orvder; and the dignibty
of the law, and would have caubioneod psople to keep
away from the mob that followed Christ over the couniry,
listening to his spurious doctrine. Probably the
Gagette would heve referred to the Sermon on the Mount
as fincendiary talk' delivered to the Tragbag and bobe
tail yesterday out on Mount Tabor'. The (azetie also
probably would have referred to his charlaben Lricks
in serving free lunch, and would have advised *the
people to keep their heads, and not be led into foole
ishness by an unkpown fellow who goes about the country
imitating the fakirs of India, and stirring up dissen-
sion with the established ehurch'. The Gazetle would
have called attention to the faet that this Jesus of
Nazareth was a man of no partlcular education, end thag
the soribes and the elders, whe haé spent 2ll thelr
iives sbudyving the law, probebly knew more about what
was proper for the people %o balieve than the halfw

(56) lawrence Dally Journal, June 28, 1901. 5
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eracked son of a carpenter down at hazareth, where the
people are so stupid they don't know stralght up when
the sun is shining. Also the CGazetie would have print-
ed interviews with prominent citizens sowmething like
thist

"1 7he Gazgebte reporter saw our cstsemed
fellow citizen, Hon. P. B, Pilate, judge of the super-
ior court fovr Judea. Vhen askod aboub the riots and
disturbances of this Nazarine, Jesus, Judge Pilate sald;
®0f course, I know nothing ol the cuase except wheat I
have seen la the fazetie. But judging from that I should
say bthe man is crazy. IV is one of the phenomena of
insanity to conceive the idea of divinity, and while this
Jesus of Narzareth secms harmless enough, s%ill I suppose
the eenturion should hold him in check. BHven a mild
monomaniac can do some harm, and the outburst in the
Temple yesterday agalnst the noney changers who were
there clearly by license of the elders--if I understand
your city ordinances properly--wvas clearly the act of
g fanatic.

"7t was destrueiive, not constructive, If
the Tellow had a philosophy he would not try to bear
domn. He would build up. If his mania should take a
homicidal tendency he might be a serious menace to the
eity. TFor he has a mob behind him.” Asked what he
would do if Jesus were brought before him for srial,
Judge Pilate only smiled and twitéhed his lips humor-
ously. Bub as he is very anxious %o geb in good graces
wilth the better elewent in this towm, there seems to be
no doubt that Judge Pilabte will not lunterlere with the
operatlion of the city law in the matter. 1t is & case
of local opbion,f

*Of eourse, il the Cazgcte vere printed undey
the present management it would tale anothor views
This is probably the renorie view of tho generic
NEWSPapeTr,

YNow, @8 to Irs. Mation! She 1s ¢razy as
a bedbug. There i1s no doubt about that. And she
won't stop the sale of beer by her foollsh crusades
Also by appealing bto anarchy she discredits the very
law which she would huave the jointist respect, She
has, by her unwomanly conduet, forfeited every claim
she may have had fto respect as a voman, snd she
deserves richly everything she has gob--and more, H00.

"put still that ls merely her personal side
of ite There is algo this side: She ls giving a
groat big horse-type object lesson vhich tells the
pecple in slmple, homely words of ome syllable that
a man who sells whisky illegally, or & man whe en-
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courages him, has no moral right which 2 white man is
bound to respeet. It's just as well to keep that a
lesson in view--éven 1if it takes a crazy woman 1o
carry the banner." (57) «

White was just the sort of a man who would
not mind having a person "raising the devil® so long
ag this was being done in the cause of righteousness.

"Hurvah for Carrie.

At Tirst the Geazetlbe was against Carrie
Wation. She seemed to be going at it wrong end to.
Put events justify her., She is all rights She is
not erazmy. She 1is dolng & goody sensible work, and
ig doing it effectively and well.

*ghe has sroused the law~abiding people
of Xensas to the disgrace of lawbreaking--paritly by the
example of her own lawlessuess. She hags awskened the
decent people to the folly of letiting the indecent
people boss them end inerease taxes and enjoy the
loxury of erime in the bossing. Carris Nation has
literally raised the devil with the saloons of this
states She 1s a brave, fat old heroine, and the
Gazette hereby apologizes that 1t didn't discover
her worth sconer, and publicly acknowledges that it
wod gbppid for not reeognizing her good points soonev.

"Wight the devil with fire. Smash the
joints with hatchels. Drive the jointists frow
Kansas. They have no rishts thet s white man is bound
to respect.

"Hurreh for Carrie Nationi

"Ghets all righti® (58)

The Hutchinson News, in line with Morgan's
tendeney to find the huworxous vein in the situation,®
announced that "bhe rest of the state hes nothing to
fear from Carrie Nation for several years at least.
She says sho is going to stay in Topcks until every
joint in that city is ¢leaped out." (59)

{57 ) Emporia (ezeite, January 28, 1901,

{58) Ibid., Fobruary 1l, 1801.
(59) Hutchinson News, ¥ebruary 1, 190l.



(79)

The Lawrence Daily Journal commented on
Carrie Nation in & tone similar to thab of the Hub-
chinson News:

"It is sg9id that the plan for & new insane
asylum is to be defeated by the legislature, It shounld
not be defeated as long as ¥Mrs. Osrrie Nation ig at
large.t {60)

"The Kexnsas City Times suggests that Mrs.
Wation mey have broken those Wichita mirrors by looks
ing in them, Wichite mirrors ere proofl sgainst such
accidentss The Times evidently is not familismr with
the appesrances of the Wichita countencnées that those
mirrors are compelled to face daily." (81)

And the Emporliz Gazelite saw something funuy
in the hatehet=welilding Carrios
"The Madison Casc,

"Carrie Nation Is used to scare the Rum
Fiends just &8 boogers and the Bad Man ¢re used to
scare children. The other day a forged iclegram,
dated Emporia, saying thet Carrie Natlon was coming
to Madison on the next train; was shownm to e friend
of Bill Perkins, the town jointisbk, 01d ¥r. Bill
hesrd 1%, and locked his joint, and puliled out for
the reilrcad yards, There he hid behind » pile of
ties until night, The town had lots of fun with
Bill., They could scee his head bobbing oul fyom
behind the tie pile all day, and It was such a good
joke that no one went down sad put him on to the
jokes, Mrs. Nabion says she is going %o Abechison o
see 0ld B4 Howe of the {lebe. 014 BEd Howe is berrib-
ly brave when Carrie is in Topeksa, but he'll hunt his
tie pile when she comes bo Atshison, all rizht. Thers
never was & man--not oven so smert and good and decent
& mon as B4 Hows~-whom & women couldn't biuff if she
kept her nsrves

"Carrie Notion keoeps her nervo.® (63)

It was the contention of the Iawrence Daily

Journal btheb Carrie Notionm wes insane, and the advice

(60) Lawrenes DPaily Journal, Jenuary 7, 1901
(61) Ibid., Jemoary 9, 1901, |
(62) Emporia Qazette, February 18, 1901.
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given by this peper waa that zhe "be given the care
that her condition demends®, 'This paper, evidently
seriously,; wanted B0 seg setion taken to placse
Carrie Wation in the insane asylum where it felt that
she belonged.

rgarrie Mation's days seem to bhe full of
tronble, She had s serap with the Home Defenders,
gleven in all, searly in she evening, 2and later on
was firved bodily out of the Topeka elub roonms. In
addition to that she had to hunt houses most all day,
and gt the end of the long shank of the evening tosge-
ed up for z decision and found she had been leading
a somewhat strenuous life for eighbeen hours. It
wes not so full of sxcitement as were the days when
she smashed saloons of eourse; but her Tight with
her Doves of Psasce wes 2 refreshing veriation from the
monotony of jeil 1life, snd she seemed Ho brace up
wonderfully as she alluded to the lovely Defenders as
childrsn of hell, liers, devils, whiskeyites, and such
like pet nemes. IV must have rejuvinated the old
lady wonderfully, snd she is perhaps Teeline gay
enough boday to forfelt her bond. But isnt't it time
thet something should be done with this woman?® The
Fournal asserted after her first speech and lawless
act that she was ingans; today that is the universal
opinion. Tasiead of persecuting her ilu police and
erininal courts, vhy is she not gilven the care theb
her condition demomds?® I% would be an act of mere
humenity ‘to plase her in the iunsane asylum for
treatnent. There is no reagon why the poor woman
should be permitted %o be at large. She is as
¢rany as 1t is possible for her 1o be on her favor-
ite subjeects. We do not avrest other insanc people
and treat them as cririnals. Why should she be abused
in this monner® It is time to call & hald on this
shamePul business.?{63)

The Wichita Beacon also looked upon Carvie
Nation as ingane and insisted that she be arrested,

tried,; and sent to the insane asylum "vwhere she

(63) Lawrence Daily Journal, Mareh 13, 1801,
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belongs™s, It callod her "a disgrace to religiow and
temporance®s The Zedcon blamod mewbers of Lhe Tomsa's
Christian Temperance Union for encouraging Gayele
Bation in her S&l@ﬁﬁ*ﬁr@éklﬁg cempd lans.

"Bogus Goodness.

Parric Nation, the woman who is wreeking
saloens in Wichite, is a disgrace to religlou and’
temperance. She sumounces thal ghe is "The right
hend of Godl! and rides whrough the siveets singing
"Nearer My God %o Thee!.

"Y¥hen the sherilf sbbempbed bto arrest her for
disorderly conduct, she slappod him in the fszee, pulled
his ears and otherwise handlied him roughly, The shoriff
had a rough znd tumble fight with the old woman in the
Unlon depot and got the worset of it, as she is as strong
as & coWe Whea @ police officer attempted Yo prevent
her Trom atbacking the Carey hnbel bur a sséond fTime
she hit him with a poker. Vhen she was Pinally landed
in jail she bogan singing and praying and disturbing
the neigbborhood as crazy people 4o

"When Mrs., detion mude her Plyst bid fop
notorliety, she should have been yuiebly arrested, tried
and sent to {the insane asyluws where she bslongs. Instead
of that, & lot of W. C. T. Ue women sncouraged her, and
she rapldly became worse, Mrs. Hatlon is unguostionably
¢razy, and is dlsgracing religion wnd lemperanee. ALl
over the world respecisble advocabtes of bemperance eund
religion are blushing.” { 64)

Since there was evidenced im the columas of
the newspapers a decildedly conbroversial aspect of the
Carrie Natlon guestion, 1t was to be expeocted thalb there
would be & great deal of exeggerated missbtatement in the
leading editorial columns of ithe timess Most of the
influential ncwspapers of the state were actively

cpposed to prohibition, and especially o the Carrie

{64} The Wichitae Beacom, Januwary 26, 190l.
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Nation method of bringing it aboub. 1The editorial
comments were sareastic, humorous, often bombastic.
They were always pertinend, though not alweys jJuste
The Beacon's eharge thal a good deel of
the blame for Carrie ¥ation's uclivibies should be
laid on the shoulders of the ladies of the W. Cu T Us
was not altogether justifieds, Nol all members of fHem-
perence unions in Kansas were in sympashy wlth the
salocn~wrecking mede of gtlack, as iz illusiroted by
the following editorial, ccndcmning vhe actlon of
Cerrie Wation in her Uichila scbivibies, in bhe Kansas
Isaue, the state orgen of ftho Kansas State Temperance
Uniont

"hile 1t 1s unédoubtedly wrue that the
sympathy of the pcople of Xansas was wibth Carrie
Nation, and with the Wiehisae jolnt crusade, ag agninst
the iilegal bartendcewys of the stete, unevertheless the
opiniou ls genevally and very Jjustly held that this
grusade would have beeu fawr more effeciive ln accomp-
lishing ite results had it been abiempted and persist-
eatly pushed 1n an cablrely difforent menner.

"There is unguesiilonably elitugother oo mmuch
viclation of the law in Kansas. %he jelint evil is nod
suppressed as 1l¥ should de. A crusade 1s nesded--not,
however, a crusade of lov enforcoment bto suppress lave
lessnesg, and this accompanied or preceded by pospel
temperance and organizetion crusades, the former %o
show men and women the evils of intemperance and to
win them Lo a tobtal abstinenece standard, the latiter
bo organize them for various lines of aggressive work
in their respective communibies.

YIT lrs. Hation will begin her efforts anew
by getting together bthe women of Wiehita into praying
and singing bands as jin the 70's for dalily morgl
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ruasicn work in every pert of the ¢ity, and if she sngd
her co~workers will persist in this work, it will
result in time in closing cvery saloon in Wichita. It
will do even more. It will spreed out over the whole
state and finally become just ocuch a morel suasion and
law enforecement uphesval as Kensas has long nceded.” (65)
¥Following the Carrie Wabion ﬂaya; with their
supply of controversial ediborisl subject watter for the
newspapers throughout the state, Keunsas cditors un&eré
tcok & "boss busting” campaign with au oceasional dis~
play of the old=time vigor. The sore spirited sditorial
&iaeussion wes couflined o & fevw newspapers, however
vith the Emporie Jagetlte leading the way against the
"boss busting® pspers; and the Topeka Capital snd the
lawrenece Gazetie lusisting thabt things sere being run
too much by a few powerful lezders and that there was
naed of o change.

For Kaonses newspapers as & wiaole the boss
vusbing editorial campalisas wero desulbory and Lardly
worthy of veing classified as definite campalgns.

Sush wewspapers &s the Topeka Capitel, the Lawrence
Gagette and tho Emporia Gezette d4id go aetively lato
the ceontroversy, however, asud were never backward
about asserting themselves, The Emporla fazette as
early ag 1897 had incisted that Lhe boss rule was all
right. BSald the Gezebbe: "Wew York City voted for =z

boase New York Gity had to have & boss. NWew York

(65) The Kansas Issue, January, 1901. .
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ity 18 a community in which $the majority of the
poople have no noorer concepbion of the Ameriean idea
of govervricat by the people than they have of the
Golden Rule. Thoy nsed some porson Lo vepresent the
governmental idea, just as the heathen needs & carved
wood or a graven stone to vepresent his idea of God.
The majority in Wew York nseds a hoss just as the
mejority in Buvope needs a king and o grandeur of a
court to renresent the 1dea of & NAYION.1ceu " {66)

Then, in 1901, the Topeka Cantial was
arcusad by an 2ditorial in the Emporia Gnzebte in
which Mr, UVhite mrote thob $he "boss system is a good
system cr it would not exist. It is bora mf necessiby,
and if the bosg 434 not stand hobween Bhe peonle who
are comgbimes hothended; and their designa, thers
would be 4ll kinds of troubls. ‘then the people zrow
wise enouzh o think twice before voting, the boss
wlll disappear.” [67)

The Caplital followed with an editorial 0?
"Dossism?

*"Tf thoe Gazelbte will change its 4ozy o
tue "hoss syaten is 8 nocessgvy system' instsad of
that it is 'a good systewm! 1% will have less troable
proving it. Hver since men ware gathered in tribes,
the boss system became irksome to the inbelllgent

Grasks, but bthey realized thet it was necessary, o
instend of trying to do away with it they tacked a

{66) Smporis Qazetie, Novewber 8, 1897,
{67) Ibid,, December, 26, 1901,
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new idea bo bossism in the shape of ostracism.
Modified by the principle of ostracism, bossism was
not so bad a practice. In the middle ages bossism be~
came 58 complex a system as Dean Swift's theory of
fleas, which have lesser fleas to blte Yom etG.,

ad infinitum., The idea that the majority were created
for the special ease and benefit of a few chosen lords,
proprietors, satreps, dukes, kings, emperors, ©zars,
shahs, mikados and other bosses has had a wonderful
prevalence for ages among the feudatories as well as
the bosses themselves) bubt that the system is good is
no longer conceded. The bosses as long as they con-
tinned to hold the purse, make the laws, monopolize
the ability to read and write, econtrol the standing
armies and execube prompt senience of death on any=
body who refused to teke off his hat vhen they passed
by, persuaded the people that the boss gystem was
divinely appointed and therefore good. The boss
system in polities is in no respect different from the
0ld feudalistic theory and praciice. It is bad every
way and ought Yo receive a vwhack whenever it sticks
its head up. The idea that people can't run their

owm government end must have bosses Ho run it for
them iz no longer even orthodox," {(68)

To which the Gazette replied that “govern~
ment by a mejority of the men over twenbty-one is not
negessarily the best govermmendt., It iz merely a
convenient way of establishing government by force,
because the wen over bwenbty-one do the fighting. Bub
government by the red«headed or the onsweyed men or
the shorit=haired womaa(has’just as much divine
sanction, snd would probebly prove as wise as what
ig known as popular goverament." {69)

Wibte continued for seyeral years his
campalgn ageinst the boss busting advoeates., He
ridiculed the talk about the righteousness

(68) The Topeka Daily Capital, December 29, 1901,
(69) Emporis gazetie, December 50, 1901.
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of the governgment by the people and looked wi;h
disfavor on those who counsidered goverument by the
people t0 be by divine right established &s a
perfect thing."

The Iawrence Gazette finally broke away
from its boss busting campaign and resigned ibself
e saying a few good words aboud fhe ol@ maghine:

Monseolo man can ignore or betray the men
who put him into office, and then hope for suppord
afterward. The men who fought Hoch are the ones
who have now the best offices in bthe state; 1t is
proposed not only to continue them in office, but
to appoint @ whole lot more machine men to othew
places. Whatever else you can say of the old maching,
it bad this cardinal politieal virtue: It stood by
its Priends, and d4id not throw any sop at ils sunemies.
It stood pat, and when it won, it book the rewards of
vietory. When it lost it took its medicine and blded
its bime, as it is doing now. And just so sure as the
sun shines and the birds twitter, Just so sure will
the Leland machine be returned to power in the sbate
in two years if the policy of pebbing the machine men
and ignoring the 'boss busterst! is continued by Hoeh.
The plan of hesping coals of fire upon the head of
your enemy by doing good things for him may be &ll
right in Sunday sehocly bubt it doesn't go in EKansas
politios." ('m?{

This change of attlitude on the part of the
Lawrence newspaper arused the Bwmporis Gazette highly.
?It is very funny®, averred Mr, White, "considepring
the faet that Tormer Governor Bailey was defeated
for standing by his friends. The boss busters, one

of whom the Lawrence Gazelie was the whichest, said

(70) The Iawrence Daily Gazelte, December 15, 1904,
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that the payty was run on oo narrow gauged a itrack.
The boss busbers wers vright. %he pardy wis Soo close
g gorporation--«ioo much of a femily affailr with the
0ld wan all the Tamily.w (71)

From the boss busting days to the present
there has not been & sustained, vigorous, grusading
sdiborinl campailgn carried on simuliansously by any
appreciable numher of Kansas aewspapers.

Ge S+ Fineh, cditor of vhe Lawrence Daily
gazette, was one of the more vigorous editors who
was becoming impsatient over the passing of an sdi=- ,
torial enthusissm in Kandgss newspapers s esrly as
in 1904, In his newspaper he gave this advies bo
the Topeke Capitel: |

of the smartest meun in Fansas. ' Thoy oughi Ho got up.
the best and brightest paper in the stabte. And yet,
they affect the style of the deevepit and verbose
journals of the east and mske the paper dull, editor-
inlly, when they could make it bright and ianseresting.
There are not two men in Kansos who know better how
to write things, and write them right than do Arthur
Capper and Harold Chase. ¥hy do they not meke the
editoriel page of the paper what It should be? This
is net & eriticism; it is a plea. The Topeka Capital
ought to have the brighitest and best editorial pase
of any paper in the whole west. It is dull and tire-
some. Bub msybe there are things nobody else knows
abouts Possikly the work is done when tired brains
and weary hands ought to be at rest. But the
editorial page is not up to other departments of

the paper. We would rather say this to Capper and
Chase when nobody was around, but we haven't time

*he editors of the Topeka cagiﬁal are twe

(71} Bmwporia Qazette, December 16, 1204,
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to go up to Topeka and tell them, and they have .
not time to come down afier the adviee, which wouldn'tt
cost them s gent, and for which no chavrge is made.
But we wish they wouwld brace up." (78)

(72) The Lawrence Daily Gazette, Decembor 13, 1904.
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Chapter 4.

Present Tendencles.

Since the boss busting days there have
been controversies bebween a fow Kansas newspapers,
usually on relatively unimportant topiés, Thers
have been a few individual ceampaigns, usually of
merely local significence. There have been a few
lively dispules between two newspapers, such zs the
Tight between Henry Allen of the Wiehita Beacon and
Willizm Allen White of the Emporia Gazetie in 1923,
in the matter of adjudication as distinguished from
arbitration of industrial differences. The dif-
ference in viewpoint lay in the functioning, not
the sxisbenece, of the Industrial Court. Governor
" Allen wanted to use the court as a court of trial;
1P, TWhite, as a sourt of arbitration.

In general, life of the editorial ecolumn
in Kansas newspapers has been slowly ebbing until
it is with diffioulty thet one finds in the present-
day Kansas newspaper editerials that show signs of
the o0ld spark of independerice and adventure. From

the long list of weeklies and dailies now being
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published in the state, one Kansas editor, who is &
worthy representative of the 0ld school and issbill
sebively upholding the best traéitions of the pro=-
fession in Eansas, names these newspapers as still
displaying some of the vld=time orusading spirit:
Topeka Capital, Topeks Journal, Bmporia Gagzevie,

Tort Seoth Tribunes Saling Journasl, BT1 Dorado Times,
Wichite Beacoa, Wichlta Faple, Winfield Courier,
Iola Heglster, Arkensas Cliy ITraveler, Coffeyville

Journal, Ottawa Herald, lawrence Journal-Woyld, and

the Leavenworth Timos,

This 1list is admittedly a liberal one,

If out of bhis group were to be named the few news~
papers vhich ecarry oa, wilh any degrce of frequency,
vigorous and susitained crusading campaigns of elther
local or state-wide significance, not more then a
half dozen of the pgroup could be iuncluled.

I% is true that there are several influential
newspapers in Kepsas which have opinlons on publie
questions and which endeavor to suoport these opinions
in their editorial coluuns. But bhe usual practice. is
to avold any discussion of a conbroversial nature and
%0 carry oul stricily a "safety fived” policy in

regard o editorial comment. Local alfairs are some=
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times strenuously atincked by some Kansas editors,
such es Goorge Marble of the Fort Scotc Tribune,

who has made ©n independently Democratic newspaper
guceessful in a strongly Renublican community and
who has absorbed the other two dailies in Fort Seott,
chiefly becouse he has conducted many vigorous edite
orial campaigus, These campaigns bave beon for

FPort Scott primerily, but they have been crussding,
constructive, snd Independept: The Tribune has conwe
corned itself with such mztiers of enlightened com
wunity self-interest as bringing the deiry iﬁdustry
to Bourbon County, and such moral erussdes as chasing
the bootlegmers and llguer law violators off the
fort Scott map.

A few othor editors in the state ure earrying
on the traditions of earlior newspaper dsys, but their
efforts ove lopt in the heme of editorial medlocrity
and indifference which has settled down upon the Kane
865 pross. Williow Allen thite of the Bmporia Gazette
nud Charles Scott of the Iola Reglsher are €511l in
evidonce, but they are the last of the old puard.
demry 4Allen of the Wichifa Bsgeon is lending suppord
to the volice of the crusaders, albthoush he came into
prominence laber than most of the other crusaders.(73)

(73} Purchased the Beagon in 1908, after having sold
the QObttawa Herald.
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Iack of intersst in editorial sonlbroverasy
was evidenced to a marked degyves in the Torged letter
incident of the White=for-governor campaign in 1924.
Vory few Kansas newspapers even commented editorielly
on the affair, alﬁhadgh surcly meny of the editors
felt personally that this was mattor worth discussing,
vhether for one side or the other, The Kansas news=~
papers played politics snd did not rally to the cause
of fairness end justice. Rella Clymer of the El
Dorado Times d4id comment on the forged letter iucident,
but mot in a menner acceptable to the Kensas City Star,
as is shown by the following cditorials

"Discussing bhe forged letter given out by
Kanses Republican headgquarters as heving been wribtten
by Willlem Allen White, the Dldorado Times, edlted by
R, A. Clymer, remarks that it *Has fell all alongw-=
and has said so=---that this lotter was a foolish
plece of business'. The letter, the Times adds, is
tone of the biggest political boneheads That this
newspaper has hod the privilege of obgerving in a
number of hectic years'y It concludes that the Lebter
wag a ‘'‘mistake'.

"I{ the Slar prises 1o make a protest hers,
it does so because it hates to see so pood a Fellow as
Bolla Clymer get into the pelitieal rut to bhe con~
fusion of right and wrong. The professional politician
resards any lie as justifiable, if it will help his
cause, If he is caught in the lie he thinks he has
made a sufficlent excuse if he pleads it was tjust
politicst. Bub that position is thoroughly irmoral.
It is just as wrong o lie in polibics as it is %o
lie in business or in social reletions,

The letter senb oubt from Kensas Republican
headguarters as coming from Mr. Thite was an evident
forgery. We assume M., (lymer; being an indelligent
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man, knows this is true. Thepr it is & confusion of
morel values %o refer %o it as a *foolish piece of
business’, & *'political honehead® and A 'misteke'.

A man who forges a documend of ithis sort, or gives
eurrency bo it knowing it to be forged, has po place
in decent company. Forgery is a groussly immorsl act.
To eall it by soft names ls to econdone deceit and
trickery.

"Por its omn protection scciety needs o
realize that a8 big embezgler is a thief. For its
own probechbion 1t needs to reallze that o politician
whe forges a document is & scoundrel.® {(74)

The apathy of editorial ecolumns in Kansas
newspapers wag also in evidence during the invesbis-
gatlon, by & legislative committee, of the Kansas
public service commission. The investigation was
sarried on for wmore than two wesks in Mey end Junse,
1927, During the investigstion, and after it closed,
a great deal of allegedly demaging evidence wags
disclozed: It was just the kind of affair into which
the crusading cditors of the Kemsas of an garlier day
would heve jumped with both Fsel, ond to & mau. Trus,
not atll of the esriier editors would have been on
the gams side of the dontyoversy. But they most
certainly would have beon on ove side or the othor.

¥hat was the reaction ¢f the present-day
editor of Rensas? With very few exmcepliocus, the
sditorial responses to a situation “hich was certainly
of vital importence b tho cliizens of the stote were

pitifully few.

(74} Kansas City Ztar, October 24, 1924,



The investization of the Kansas publice
service conmission brouzht out so many embarragsing
foteils thet when the legislative commitiee Tinelly
deelided to close up its books the stste house sighed
with relisf. It had beeu sn unpopular procceeding
from the viewpeint of cextsin sbtabe officials. There
Lad been charges that the cormilitee was acting withoub
auwthority, and that it bod gone beyond its bourds and
veyond the orizinal intentions of the legislanbive
resolubion. Covernor Paulen was not in sympathy with
the work of the conmdbbes, it was alleped. Futb Through-
cut the investizahion the intervest of the stete was
arouscd., It was the Ytalked up® but not the "writhén
up” bhing in Xensas,

The commitvtee had been gppointed by the
legislature oriasinally on one ground for invesbtigation,
the discovery thet the public service commission had
been spending a gresat deal of money for employees not
provided for in the statel's statubes. But as the
committee called its witnesses other fects begen %o
appeny and other angles of investigatlon were followed,
The spotlicht of the committee wes thiown on Lew T.
Hussey, chairmen of the publie s&%vice conwmission,

gend virtually &1l of the disclosures had to do with
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his alleged inefficieney. Through the calling of
various wibtnesses end the study of letters, books,
£iles and other sources of evidepee, it becamg cleary
that the committes was attempting to discover whether
there was truth in the following charges:

That Lew T. Hussey established a spy systenm
in the public scrvice commiscsion, thet the influence
of this spy system was highly deitrimental to the
efficiency of the commission; and that state funds were
used under this gystem to obiteln evidencs against meme
bers of the covmission and iis smployesess

Thay the public service commission had buen
used by Chairman lussoy for the plucing of pevrsonal
and polidtieal friends on the gtate payroll.

That two witnesses of unguestionsd character
and standing testified correctly when they asserted
that Chairmen Hussey offered o "swap" a decision in
the long train case to the raillroads in consideration
of a favorable decision for the commission in a gas ¢asc.

That the Hussey administration as chairman of
the cosmission had destroved the morale and the offecw
tiveness og tho organizabione

Thet Hussey's conduct toward certain employees

was not competible with the dignity of & public offieizl.
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That Hussey used the state fTunds to pay for
private and personal telegrams and velephone messages
in the conduct of his personal affairs.

That Hussey walle acting as chal@man of the
most importont commission in bthe sbhase also acted as
head of the blz insurance lobby in the 1927 legislatilve
segeion, @ lobby which spent largoe sums of monsy 1o
influence legislatiopn favorable o the lunsurance
companios,

Thet Hussey wrote lettews to the Poblerw
Menufacturing Company, manufachurers of fire escapes,
in vhich he promised the compeny thab he would use his
Influence ho amend the fire escape law of Kansas to
the better interest of the company. Thel abt shout
the same Time the leglslative bill was changed io
read "metallle fire esscapes, the word "gteirways?
being eliminated. The Potier company menulactured
metallic fire cscapes, Before hs becams chairman
of the public service commission Hussev was state
agent for the company.

This was the nasure of the investigatica
varried on by the legislative coumiviec. Did tho
editors of Kansus respond? A few did.

Jack Harvison of the Reloit Gazebtte aad
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this to sayd

"In his eolumn in the Lyons News, Clerk

Conkling cherpes that vhe investlestiod of the public
service commissicn hos notv been in accﬁrdﬂnca witlk the
instructions of whe le-islature; in fect, Nr. Conkling
rather cherges unfoirness on the part of the invest-
irating cormitios, OChalrmen Hussey may 2ov bo gullty
of many thinpge charged against him, end the committee
ray notv have been &8 fair os 1t should be, bul lacts
and conditions have been diseclosed thet should resuld
in #n eavriy snd a complele reorsanizablon of tne
public service commission. Lew Hanback mey still be
telling how the grasy of o corrade's hand is wmormer
than that of eny other hand, bubd he is velling it on
anotheor shore. 'Faprmger’ A. V., Smibto wmey stlll Le
telling the *Loys' how *they swept us off & nundred
men or morc' ot Chickmunugay, but he ls tellins it

0 a crowd ﬁbserblea ia Llysﬁan f.olds, Tho days of
'votle=as=vou~shol' end of 'vole-for~a-~vellow-dog—
ingtead-of-a~Demoerai' passed iong ago in Kansas,
lew lusues and new condlibtiong now cbtain la Kansas,
and one of these poiiviesl conditions is that a
npblic offitial should be like Caesar'e wife, ohove
suspieion. Gov. Panlen, Attorney CGeneral fmith
end bhe other leaders of the fAevublicen roriy snould
bear this fact in mind, or lbhey may bave couse to
repcret theilyr oversighlts. Tae rublie service commio-

slon should bhe cumﬁTetely veorganized and this job
should be done ¢f on early debe.” (¥H)

This edivoriel is nob 1n the vigorous
longuage of the ecarlier Faunsas edibor, nor docs 1%
have the drive anc forece of ithe erusader, but 1%
doos show a resctlion to a controversial osroblem.
Also, the outlook on prescnt=day nolitical Kenaas,
es rovealed In this editorial, may seem bo some &

bit Pfamciiul ana idcalisbie, but there is an

opinion sitoted, after alle

(75) Beloit Gazette, June 1, 1927,
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The editor of the El Dorado Times was
satisfied to wait unbil someone else had sald some~
bhing about the publie serviece commission investigatlon.
Then he commented on Jack Harrison's editorial as
follows:

"And that seems to be about the general average
of epinion in Kansas dinee the storm broke at Topekas
Wr. Hussey may be pure as the driven show, but svidence
of the spy system, of trading influecnce, of pstty grafts,
of favoritism to industrial Interests over bthe righis
of the public have acocumulabed to destroy any confidence
the public of this state may have hed in the Publice
Service Commission. The signs of *practical polities!?,
ag played in Topeka, ave not pleasant to combempiate,
Their pettiness is their greatest offensse. The come-
mission is due for o geasral house~clesning and the
governoy should wield the brooms The vwhole situation
is & smelly mess---and Keassas generally is disgusted
with it.® (76)

Here there is no question as to bhe ediberts
opinion on the matter, although there would perhaps
e some who would prefer to think of the disclosures
of the legislative comnitfee in stronger terms. Thab

the charges could be referred to as pedtiness mighd

(76) El Dorado Times, June 2, 1i627.
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also bring forth some differences of opinien among
eritics of the affairs of the state house. Rolla
Clymer here reminds one of the Rolla Clymer editorial
comment in 1924 on the forged letter ineident of the
gubernatorial campaign, in the edibtorial in which he
referred to this "foolish piece of business™, &
*mistake", and "one of the biggest political bone-
heads that this newspaper has had the privilege of
eyserving in a number of hectle yesrs." {77) However,
it is a definite statement of editorisl opinion, and
deserves recognition for its very rariivy among Kan~
sas newspapers, if for no other recason.
‘ The investigation ealled forth from Charles
‘?5 Secott some pointed advice. The editor of the Iola
Begister shows, in his reagiion %o this particular
state house development, sighs of the spirit of the
o0ld editorial elan, of which he was an aclive par-
?ﬁeiygnt and in whoso campalgas and orusades he ook
a prmmigent part.

0f Scott's comment on the Topeka Inveshim
‘gaﬁﬂon the Emporia Gazetie said: "Governor Paulen
has many advisers who bave meny azes to grind. Here
ié g mwan who asks no favors of any man, who is &

gtalwart Republican and & loyal Kansan. When he

t

s(%p) El Dorado Times, October 20, 1924,
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speaks any politician should harken.® (78) The
editorial on which this comment bears reads as

follows:

®tWhy should I get in 1t?' Gov. Paulen
ig said to have exclaimed with some hoalb then asked
what he proposed to do with respect to the disclosures
thab have beén made with relation to the record of
the public service coumission chairman., 'I was not
invited in vwhen the legislature created its commitbee.
I have not been invited in execept in the lobter I
recelived, and I believe the thing for me o do is %o
let the commitbee proceed as 1t sees Tit.f

*It is undeniably appropriate for the gev=
ernor to *'let the committee proceed as it sees T'it',.

*But may it not be respectfully suggested
that there ise every reason why the governor should
fget inbo it', to the sxtent, at least, of givisg
the state clearly to understand that he will nod
counbenance the misappropriation of publie funds, nor
the use of public office to build up private business,
nor any sort of eriminal misconduct on’ the part of g
public official? The governor appointed the members
of the publiec serviee commission and he cannot wash
his hendg of them, Whether he vonsiders that his
responsibility for these officials ceased when he
named them and the senate ¢onfirmed them or not, the
people will not so consider it. Whebher he has the
legal power to remove members of the commission or
nob, it will be believed, and doubiless jusily, that
he has the moral powey to force their resignation and
that he oughl fo exercise that power if one or more
of them is found unworthy to remein in office will
he the universal coanvietions The governor's respons
sibility is undeniable =nd impcrative and it cannot
be cavallerly dismissed with en angry gesture." {79)

A Tew other KHansus newspapers commented,
rather tactfully, on the iavestigation of the publie
service commission. The greail maljority of Kansas
cditors were conbenb Yo maintain an atmosphere of
sweet indifference in taelr editorial eolwmns, and

(78) Omporis Geszette, June 2, 1987.
(78) Iola Register, May 31, 1387,
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to write on sueh subjects ag how the Chinese address
their letters, the need for downing the bachelowr,
and the strange c¢ase of the republic of Andora high
up 2mwong the cragoy Pyrennes which divide France
from Spain.

What sre the reasons for the neglect of the
editorial celumms and the passing of the crusading '
gpirit in Kensag journalism? And are the Kanssas
newspepers better now without the old-time editorial
vigor? Who 1s responszible for the change? Is it
the edito» or the reader vho has brought acboub the
transformation to which mony of the editors point
with pride and which only a few decry?

Undoubtedly, the business side of present~day
newspaper menagouwent in Kansas, as elseWwhere, has had
a profound influence on the editorisl columms. It has
not necessarily teken away the counrage and vigor of the
sditor, but it has brought o great business problem
into the editor's dally affairs; consequently, so much
of the editor's time and energy is taken up with this
part of his work thet he has very little time for
writing editorials.

Henry Ailen of the Wichita Beacon admits that

the business side of the Kanses newspaper has taken on
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a great importance, but he does not believe that the
situation is hopeless. In a letter writbten on this
subjecet he says:

"1 do not bhilok that the newspapers of
Kansas are run more to moke money than they used to
be, althe undoubtedly bthey make more money than they
ever did before because they are better organized and
ocoupy a more imrorbtant relation to the business [leld
then ever before. The art of adverbtising has taken on
new meaning, new ivbellizence and new effectiveness,
and this has all mode the newspaper of today & more
useful business orgen than it ever was bofore.

"I do not think that the country editors of
Kansas are koeping up the viger with whiceb they once
expressed themselves editorially. There was a quality
in pioneer life which doe¢s nov bransnit itself to the
more staid conditions of maturity. I suppose that what
we are observing todey is that calm flow of a coumone
wealth that has found its besrings, solved most of its
problems, and gotten into the rathesr straight and
narrow rut whieh characierizes the older commonwealths.

"Altogether the modern newspaper has more
warit than it had a quarier ¢f a century agoj it prints
more newss hag greater eireulation; deals in usseful
features; and gives o subseriber very much more for his
money thar it ever dild. It bes become a mores important
business institution, requiring greater ovorhead. I
presume nore atlention is pald 0 its business life
then ever before. Bubt outside of the degline in
importance of the weekly newspaper, the general situa«
tion is stronger than 1t ever was,

"The growing strength of the dally situation,
the multipiied means of itransmission, the daily mail
delivery system, and the new quickstep with whieh the
whole age is mar¢hing, have, of course, naturally
reduced the importance of a weekly paper. It has
been obliged to deal less with news and more with
Pfeatures. The keen younz men who used to scek the
weekly newspaper fields now seek the daily fields,

All conditiouns have congpired %o reduce both the ime-
portance and the character of bthe weekly newspaper in
Kansass Twenty=five years ago, when we roforred to
the newspaper situation in Kansas, almost invariably
we hed 1n mind at leest a hundred strong, vibal weekly
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newspapers, Now there ave not over & dozen in the
state that would be mentioned in that classifieation,.
On the other hend, there are sboult thirty delly nows=
papers that have become very worth vhile and credit-
able esxpressions of the best jouvrnalism.

"I do not think there hes been any change
in the predominating motives that lsad men to run
newspapers. There has been & change in the publiec
mind, bubt you stiil flhd the good newspsapers doing
missionary work oub of thelir elvie spirit, and taking
the public inte parimership in their desire to be
ugeful, Most of the newspapers in XKensaes are large
enough now so that there is a place for the expression
of the msp whose newspaper apbition is for literary
work, a8 well as for the man who likes ithe business
end of the papers There has besn a vory great re~
cession on the pert of the men who Iun nowspapers
for political advancement. A quorter of a cenbury
ago nearly every country editor was a politician.
Today most of the good onss are busy runmning their
newspapers. The love of a lively fight remsins sboub
the semes Newspapers must keep thenselves lively. No
figzht helps them vnless it is a good fight and for the
right motive, but I think very few edibtora go into a
fight purely for the love of Tighting.

" do not think thet the changes which have
come in the enlargewment of the business hmve usurped
originalitys; have reduced the power of the papcrs in
forming pvblie opinlon, or have reduced their cthics,
Undoubtedly, however; the new situation has reduced
the emphasis of any one perscnality, and it has ro=-
duced the pertisenship of the papers. They have be-
come highly departmentalized. They sre ne longer a
one~man ianstitution. Their power in forming community
opinion must be wore cunningly exerciced. Properly
e¢dited they are more powerful than ever before; be-
cavse they o into relatively e larger number of
hones e ’

*T should judge tbat the iluprovement of the
editorial page is probably more important than any
other slement of personsl journalism. There is a
tendency in modern journalism to under=estinate the
importance of the editorial poge. This is sadly true
in the swmaller dailiocs,

"T would hate to see the festure of peverly,
wiich used o chsracterize Kansas nevspapers, brought
backe I would hate to see bthe limited vision of the
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editors as Lo bhe news possibilities of thelr papers
returned. I would hebe to see the type of psper once
s0 familiar as 'The Qrgan'’ come back. 4And I would
hate te see, above all the obher evils of the early
days, bthe morbidly bitter perbissn newspaper re-
turned." (80)

fhis is more optimism than Henry Allen will
ordinarily sduit in regard to the newspapsrs of Kaunsas.
Mr. Allen is growing more pessimistic every year in
his outlook on journalism, not only toward the Kansas
pregss but toward the whole press of the United States.
He sess very livile promise of mmprovement, and Irom
recent indjications is convinced thai the idesalism of
the profession of journalisp ls rapidly dleappearing.

Kangas edlitors of the present day are {rank
to admit that they ere running thelr newspapers pri-
marily for the profit that can be made. This oppears
to be the edibor's main objoctive. Frank 8. Poster
of the Ellsworth Messenger says that he bellieves bthat
"publishers pow look more to making a living, & reul
iiving, out of their business than Tformerly. Too
mucn space was formerly given Vo polities, the couniry
editor frequently getting the idea that the welfare of
the entire nation depended upon his expression of poli-
tical opinions. The politician used him and his paper
to further their ends without paying mmech for anything
realized. Newspapers generally are conducted now upon

(80) Letter by Henry J. Allen of the Wichita Beacon,
Mareh 24, 1926,
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a botter basis, more business obility belng brought %o
their operabion.®

Most Kansas editors of today feel that the
older newspapers had very few fcatures that would be
worth while in the prescent«day newspaper. Iwing
Herbert of the Hiawathe Horld thinks thai "there is
nothing worth while Yo bring back. Might just as
well bring back the candle dip as the old time news~

paper.”" Frank I. Sege of the Alma Enltoerprise believes

that the papers of today are "so much bebber than those
of forty years ago that there is no comparison. Some
of those early day papers would héirdly be pormitbed
o go through the mails today, much less be allowed
in the home. The big thing the old-timers had was
courage thad perhaps some lack today, but we misth
remember that those were fighting days and 'sverybody
was doing it as well as the newspapers.Y

"The old btime political buncombe of whebtiing
the editor's snickershears upon every oceasiocn and )
delving into the gore of his competitorv®, is a feature
whaich J, Byron Cain of the Belle Plaine News does not

desire for the modern newspspers P. A. Lovewell of

the Herchants Journal, Topeka, believes thet the

older newspapers of Kansas were choracterized by
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tabusive editorials, slack articles by Coustant
Reader and Vox Pop.”

Charles ¥. Secott holds a differont view,
tPhe présent-day newspapers of KansasY, he says,
*leek the old time fighting belief in things one
belisves. Too many men don't seem to belisve any-
thing now strongly enough to fight for 1%." W. C«
Palmer of the Jewell County Hepublican saysi{ "Pere

haps the best feature that could come back from the
past would be the old fire of enthusiasm, The thrill
of feeling that the countyry, the state, the nation,
the vorld and the universe are involved in the issues
that you are rushing to the rescue regardless of
personal danger.”

A great majority of Ransas editors feel thatb
the spirit of the older journalism is more 1o be de=
plored than admirved. HRepecilally are they ceritical of
what they believe wﬁé an abusive tendency in the ed-
itorial columns, This is in conitrast to bthe opinion
of William Allen White, who ouks, "After all, vhat's
& little slonder more oy less between old friendstv
in observing reminiscenily on the withdrawal of tho

Emporia Paily Journal, of which B4 Martindsle was

editor, on October 21, 191C.
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A good deal of the oriticism of the older
newspapers is ill founded, especially in rogard %o the
abusiveness of the editoriasl columns. An inspection
of the Tiles of the older Xunses papers shows that the
ebusive editorial was confined usuvally t0 a few news«
papers, and that most of the other papersy fur from
teing abusive in tome, were scholerly, instruetive,
thorough, vigorous.

The literary tone of the mewspupers of the
garly days vas certainly higher then thet which is
Tound in the average editorial column of present-day
Kansas newspapers. In those days,; the reader depended
to a great extent om the newspaper For hls education
and cultures Meny of the editors felt the respon-
sibility of bringinz the best reading matter to their
subscribers. This responsibility was generally re-
flected in the editorials themselves, which were
obviously the result of a serious purpnse, an edu-
cated mind snd a painstaking care. Nost editorials
were written with & definive purpose in mind; they
wers not dashed off by the sditor in a last-minute
effort to f£ill up space or to lend respectability to
his publication.

The educatlonal signifleance, the literary
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tone and the vigor of the editorial colwm in Kansas
journalism has been, to a great ewtent, lost in the
business of publishing newspapers. The dailles have
gone inbe an era of business enterprise and have, at
least temporarily, allowed ithe editorial cclumm fo
fade into iunsignificance. The weeklies, the old
faithfuls of the Xansas newspapeyr famly, having
established the Kenasss tradition of a vigorous
Journalism, are trying to gompete with the dailies,
and the editorial column of the weeklies has fared
even worsce than it has in the dallies, In fach, an
examination of the weekliss shows that meuy of Stheir
editors have given up entirely the writing of edif~
orialsg. )

It canmnot, however, bs said that presents
day newspapers in Kensas hove lost all of their
individuality, or that the ceditors have definitely
determined to desert the editorial columm for the
counting room. Moy can it be said that the old
Kensas newspaper originality is gones On the gon-
trary, this originality is still alive; but it has
been diverted into a new channel that seems to satw
lsfy the edivors and to show ne prospect of being
changed, Kansas newspapers have gone ilnto an exra

not only of business enterprise but also, editorially,
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of sprightliness, in which varagravhic badinage is
supplanting serious editorial writing.

®ho 1s there %o say that this later dévalapn
ment 1s not a worthy one, and that Kansas editors can=
not accomplish as much by writing celever paragraphs as
they eould by laeboriocusly pounding oubl slashing edit-
orisl attacks? Vhebther the new will be more worth
while than the 0ld rewains to bhe seen« The develop=
ment and the general acceptance of the sprightly
paragraph "tradition” is se recent that it can not yet

be fairly judged.

One Kensas cdibor, at least, Ben Hibbs of
the Arkansas Qlty Traveler, believes thalt the new
trend in the editorial columns in Kensas is & good
one, and thatf wore of the same thing is desirable:

"There is too much thundering at nothing
in our newspapers, 106 much shadow boxing. There
is a place for thunder and lightning in the newse
papers, but too many sditors don't undsrstand when and
how thess elements should be used., There ls too much
barking at the moon.

"And so to mainbaln a sense of proportion
there must be those writers who make use of levity.
There must be smiles, public smiles, in our newspapers.
And with Jay House, Willlam Allen White, and others of
their ilk lesding the way, there has sprung up in Kaa~
sas a wonderful tradition of smiling editors,

*Probably in no other state is so mmch
sprightliness to be found In the editorial columngwe=-
some of 1t broed end rollicking, some of it subtle and
perhaps a blt sharp, some of it trivial and purposeless,
bub extremely readable, and some ¢conbaining truth as
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rare s free gold. It all sdds up into a sum btotal of
sly Jjoyousness which is one of the domipant notes in
the voice of Kansas newgpaperdom--=a note which helps
the 'horn-rimmed® world to see itselfl in the rightb
perspective.® (81}

This sprightliness in the present-day Kansas
newspapers, although comparatively of recent develop~
pent for the state press in general, deoes have roots
which run back into the past. The early files of the
Atchison Globe show that Bd Howe specialized in sprighi-
1y pavegraphs in his newspaper as long ago as Pifly
years, Also ong ocan find beginnings of this spivit in
the ediborial columns of the Hutehinson Herald, where
W. ¥« Morgan was writing editorlals in the lighter vein
in the early days of that newspaper. Bd Howe and W. Y.
Morgan weore withoubt question the real beginners in this
field,; although thelr pionsering has not besn extensive=
1y recognized.

The current editorlal badinage of the Kansas
press, now 1its outstanding cherecterisibie, consists in
controversies over the advisibility of wearing spabs,
ons editor's dislike for onions, light comment on
current events, harmless attascks on edltorisl person~
alities of the state, and wide variety of similar by~
play:. This sort of writing acetivity bas enbirely
overshadowed the more serious type of discussion, and
(81) From an address at the Univewrsity of Kansas,

October 21, 1927, by Ben Hibbs of the Arkansas Clty
Traveler.
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the average Xansag editor is frank to admit that he doss
not miss the latter.

Just what brought about the change of editorisl
style ecan not eassily be explained. No doubt it hes nat~
urally followed certaln ccomomic and social recastings
which Qava come gradually rather than precipitously.

The change of editorial personnel, as has been pointed
out, had the effect of steering eanthusissm and effors
awsy from the editorial offiece, but the later increased
interest in editorial wyriting, in a different form, can-
not be thus explained.

Perhaps this new spirit can be partly accounted
for in two ways.

Pirst, with o greater business enterprise oum
kis hands the edltor found thet it was wise to aevoid
arousing antagonism of any kind in hig columns and Lo
adop? the policy of “safety Lirst", a policy which com~
aisted in s willingness to furnish much news and eanter-
tainment but very little controversy.

Second, there ecame upon the editor a growing
realization that econtimual Tighting in the editorial
columns wes not “"getting anywhere®; the readers had,
through some change ir the msin current of social
relationships, lost interest in questiong which in

earliler days had been momentous issues, In polibies
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the change in public sentiment was especially evident.
People no longer gathered on street corners fo disecuss
thelr fevorite candidates} one Of the greatest of
editorial subjecits, "politice", was becoming viriually
a dead lssue.

Kensas editors have realized, also, or belisve
they have realized, that readers have becoms less ine
terested in the content of ediborial columns and have
been turning bo othsr sourees for mabters of opinion
and controversy. Magazines sre moye widely read than
formerly, and are depended upon to a great extent for
the sebiting Lorth of the various sngles of curront
discussion. The newspaper is being yead primarily for
information and entertainment; rather than for the
opinions presenbed by the editors.

Vhether the loss of veader interest in the
editorial columins of Kansas newspapers is the fault of
the newspapers themselves or merely the result of a
changed public temperament is 4diffieult to determine,
Perhaps both fectors enter in. At any rate, there
seems ¢ be no evidence that the Xansas press hes bedn
less gealous bthan bthet of any other state in keeping
its edibtoriasl columms alive. In fact, therc 1s little

doubt that Kansas still holds & high rank in editorial
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gquality. But it is more keenly o be felt in Kensas
because of the former vigor and effeciiveness of the
editorial columnse.

The future will probably be governed almost
entirely by the temperament of the Kansws public. I
the readers begin showing & new interest in surrent
opinion, if they display a revived snthusiasm with
respect to suoch questions as politics and laws, there
will no doub® be & return of interest in the editorial
columns of the newspapers, siﬁeeg after all, the mag-
azine ecan not breat public questions as exbtensively or
in as timely & way as can the newspaper. 4And as goon
as this new interest is shown, the Kansos newspaper
editor will furnish the éditorials. He will meet bthe
demends of his readers. But he iz not likely soon
again o lead them aggressively,

There is some promise of a True revival of
vigorous editorial discussion in Kansas newspapers in
a slight recent tendency on the part of editors of the
state to pay more atiention to this phase of their
work. The pericd of inteuse business enterprise and
competition seems in some measurs to have passed.
Those newspapers vhieh could not siand up under the

fight for business survival have gone down.
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The av&rége ¥ansag newspaper editor, finﬁiﬁg
himself rather secure on the business side, now seens
willing bo get back to the writing of worthwhile edit-
opials. There peed be no loss of sprightliness, and
there is Litltle danger thet there will bes, Tne spiplt
of levity has become a part of the editorial life,

And cerbainly there is ne objection Lo a cerrying on
of this strain of good fellewship; dullness is an un-
pardonable fault when 1% veceurs in edidtorial columns,
But surely no harm will be done, and there is great
possibility for good, 1f the Ransas editor determines
to restore vigor end enthusiasm end a deep interest

in current discussion to his editorial columns, "“Greal
journaliem is journalism in atteck®,{82) observes a
current historian. It must nover be satlsfied merely
with letting humen evenbts course calmly by. It must
interpret, inform, advise, end show & willincness o
accopt its rosponsibllity as a guardian of the public
welfare. If the Kensas mewspaper would return to its
former glory it must sgain be fired with the spirit of
the crusader,

{82) Payne, Oeerge Henry: History of Journalism in the
United States.
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