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Foreword.

The subject of Community Centers was suggested
by & course in xural Sociology which stimuleted a nat-
ural interest in the subject, which . already had. voun-
try life has been in the past a "laissez faire" propos-
ition. 1t hes trundled along in a beaten path which every-
one has sanctioned without question. whatever ills ap-
peared were ignored on the ground that they would auto-
matically right themselves. sBut of late the discrepancy
between country and city life has led students of rural
life to question the wisdom of allowing affairs to drift
without any attempt to control them. vity life has pro-
fited by the intervention of human intelligence to con-
trol, regulate and initiate social activities, ana there
is no reason why the life of the country cannot be im-
proved if it is studied thoroughly and its tendencies eas-
certained. whe institution that seems to hold the great-
est possibilities for speeding up rural life is the Uom-
munity uventer. it is fundamentelly de mocratic and in
harmony with the trend of social evolution.

This thesis takes up first the problems and

needs of the open country and attempts to show that the

Community Center meets these needs. vrhe Community ven-

ter movement in the united States is then sketched in



broad outlines in connection with a few typical venters.
#inally the results of a special study of Agenda comumun-
ity, as a Uenter in the process of development is pre-
sented. <Lhis study is based on a social survey of Elk
Creek rownship, Kepublic County, snansas, made by the
author under the direction of rrofessor w C Elmer of the
university of kansas, and assisted by the local people.
Among the letter great credit is due to the xeverend
weorge rodd, rastor of the wederated vhurch of Agenda,
rrofessor - J 3rown, rrincipel of the nigh bScehool,

# B Brnpird,. of the Agenda State pank, adar il iolte,
Principel of the urade ochools in Agenda, U A uoore,

rownship assessor, and the teachers in the nural »chools.
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"he rroblems And Needs vuf Community venters.

urowth of lnterest in rural rroblems.

Within recent years there has been a remarkable
awakening and increase of interest in the problems of
country life. trhis growing interest is the expression of
a felt need for a‘better understanding of the problems of
efficient living. An ever increasing number of leaders
in our geheration are convinced that it is possible S0
to understand the ordinary relationships in community life,
that they may be contrélled and made to further the inter-
ests of a richer existence‘l Yhe nation wide scope of the
movement is suggested by the Roosevelt County wife Commis~
sion, by the smith uwever law, by the rederal rnural Credits
Act and by the emphasis upon rursl problems ih the programs
of the American mconomic Association? and the American
sociolozicel Association. wveryone who hus given the mat-~
ter any thousht realizes that there are rural problems;
that there are tendencies in our country districts which
are not wholesome; and people are coming to realize more
end more that these tendencies can he controlled if they

are nroperly understood.

1 oee Introduction to HKural sSociology vogt rage 6
2 bee onocial surveys of wnree Kural rownships in Lowa.



T"he changes of attitude on the part of those who
take a keen interest in improving the living conditions of
man}ind is suggestive of the importance which the rural prob-
lem has attained. Lt hes been but a short time since coun-
try life was thought to be ideal. wany students of sociai
phenomena have assumed that the relations to be found iﬁ
rural life are relatively simple; and that urban life pre-
sents much more serious problems for solution.5 rorty or
fifty years ago no one thought of associating any serious
socisl problems with the open country. wun the other hand,
it has been lauded as the mainstay of civilization. .t has
been said that as long &s country life remained wholesome,
there was no need to fear for the future of civilization.
sen pointed to the cities as. the festering sores of the soci-
al body and failed to read the symptoms of sociasl deterior-
ation that were exhibited in country life.

put now the problems of the country have taken
their place along side of the other perplexing problems of
social life. sSeveral years ago wrtheodore noosevelt :said:

" here are no two public questions of more vital importance
to the future of this country than the problem of conserva-
tion and the problem of the betterment of country life".
1rhe nurel question is being thoroughly studied by men who

are devoting their lives tc its solution. <whe movement is

3 See introduction to rural sociolozy vogt rage 6
4 see vutlook auzust 27, 1910 rage



manifested in the activities of religious workers on behalf
of the country church; in the movement for consolidated
schools and in the adoption of a school curriculum suited to
the needs of the community; and in the spread of the commun-
ity center idea beyond the confines of urban or industrial

S
groups.

Pathological social cvonditions mirst recognized
in cvities.

Pathological social conditions first became evi-
dent in the cities and industrial centers where large num-
bers of people congregated tozether under abnormal conditions
and in these vnlaces the first efforts were made to control
undesirable tendencies. »ocisal reformérs were attracted to
the congested centers by the pressure of very obvious needsl
ot the slum distriets. .t was among the outcuSts and puur
classes of London that WVilliam sooth began his work in the
latter part of the 19th century.6 the University or social
Settlement which spreng up during this same period was lo-
cated in the neglected or “problem neighborhoods™ of the
industrial cities. g

1the magnitude of the problems which confronted

these pioneer workers, together with the lack of knowledge

b oee Social ourveys of Wwhree Rural Townships in iowa.
(University of iows)

parkesv knzland snd the way vub, Booth.

See ielson‘s Encyclopedia.
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of conditions outside of their field of observation, tended
to make them feel that the city constituted the social prob-
lem of our civilization. <he thought of a rural.problem
comparable in complexity to the one they were facing in the
city vrobably never occurred to them. uUnder the influence
of the prevailing opinion that the country was free from
those factors that constituted the peculiar social problems
of the city, it is but natural that they should assume that

country ilife was normal, healthy and progressive.
Unequal vevelopment of Country and City Life.

It is hardly conceivable that two groups of people
living in environments so different as those prevailing in
the city and country respectively should participate equally
in the remarkabie progress ithat has taken place within the
past fifty years. oome groups lead, others follow. rhe
city has ulways led the way in adopting new ideas, new ways
of doing things; the country adopts innovations slowly.

The modern conveniences of home 1ife appearing
first in the city raised the standard of living in towns
above that of the open country. iun fact in some sections
of the country the same domestic methods are used as were
employed fifty years ago.

lmproved school methods were introduced in the
cities first and the country is slowiy following. wuibra-

ries were first established in cities. <+he city abounds



in facilities for culture, recreation and pleasurablie activ-
ities, which are not found in the country.

As a result the city came to possess advantages
which the country lacked. 4whe city became more desirable
and satisfying to a great number of people, and the past
fifty years has witnessed a phenomenal increase in the pop-

ulation of cities, as is shown by & few typical urban com-

munities--

8

ropulation in - 1880 1910

uenver ® 0 ¢ 8 0 0 0 0 % P o e e 00 0o 55,629 215,581
RochesSteYr siecesessnsecssses 89,000 218,000
Providenceesceeecesecsessess 104,000 224,000
LONiISVille.cieeeecsnseseses L25,000 225,000
HNeW Urle8nSeieesesessosneecsss 216,000 529,000
Buffalo.seceeacesscceossnses 155,000 423,000
Detroit‘....0..0'00.00..0.. -LJ.6’54'0 465’766
Umahaoo.0...0.0.0..0..0..00 50,518 124,096

1t is idle to attribute this rapid growth of cities to the
mere whims of peovrle or to the fact that they lLeave the
country because of a decline in the stability of their char-
acter. 4there must be a more fundamental reason for this
preference for city life. 1the city must hold out the pros-
pect of satisfying human interests more completely than the

country.

8 thirteenth vensus of united States rop. of cities
rages 78-99



Undesirable “v'endencies in Rural uife.

Turning our attention to the country, we find a
number of facts that are a cause for grave concern for the
future of the country. in some Sections we find abandoned
farms. <1These are the result either of vicious farm manage-
ment which has depleted the soil or of economic changes,
which have made their operation unprofitable. in either
case the effect is a lowered standard of living. un other
sections there has been an actual decrease of the rural pop-
ulation. "In six states of the union, vhio, Indiana, Iowa,
- Missouri, vermont and New Hampshire, the rurali population,-
including viilage population actually decreased in the de-
cade 1900 to 1910".9 in all sections there has been a drift
to the cities. The most intelligent and energetic, those
capable of becoming leaders, answering the appeal of the
city, go vhere to seek their fortunes and as a result the
country is deprived of the leadership which it needs. 4Yhis
is true even of the most prosperous farming districts of
the middle west.

The rural church has suffered a period of de-
cline. in Missouri there were 750 abandoned churches, in
11linois 1750, in uvhio 800, according to & report made by

: 1o s . .
yarren vwilson. Ce O. will in his studies of church con-
ditions in Tompkins vounty, New xork, and in windsor county
Vermont, found that after making allowances for the de-

9 intro. to rurai sociology voght. rege 131
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crease of rursal population the church attendance in vompkins
County fell off more than nineteen per cent 1890-1910 aﬁd
in windsor County more than twenty-nine per cent 1888-1908.1l
The social life of farming communities is growing
less. UThe o0ld time community gatherings have been neglected
since the advent of the automobile and telephone, but noth-
ing has been developed to take its place. 1he mental stag-
nation and narrowness that is the result of the lack of
personal contact and social stimulation is a very serious
obstacle to rural progress. "Where people do not get to-
gether, ignorance, bigotry, narrowness, suspiciousness, and
all those qualities that go with provincialism reign".lg
Tenantry and alien ownership of land is on the
increase and very little has been done to control land
speculation. where tenantry prevails, community interests
suffer, since neither the landlord nor the tenant takes
any interest in the community. Landlordism has a paralyz-
ing influence on country Life. ULt has been found to be
universally true that tenants do not take care of buildings
or keep up improvements. wneither do they manage their
holdings so that the resources of the soil shall be con-

served but in a manner that will yieid the largest immedi-

ate net returns. rhé result is that the potentisal

10 Church studies by warren wilson.

11 will vounty cChurch rage 16
12 intro. to xural soc. vogt rage 302
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resources of the community are depleted. ‘“The present lives
at the expense of the future. wuikewise the landlord fails
to provide adequate houses and barns and thereby forces the
tenant to a standard of living beiow his own. w10 the ex-
tent that this policy is followed an efficient country life
is impossible. Landlords are proverbially opposed to public
and commnity projects. Lf we recall that practically all
forms of agriculture iend themselves readily to tenantry,
the serious consequences of any great extension of the sys-
tem becomes apparent.

These tendencies in their interrelations consti-
tute the problems which the rural social reformer has before

nim for solution.

Need of a Better Urganization of Country Life.

Study of the open country‘has indicated the need
of organization; of greater unity of spirit and action
among farmers. they need to study their own problems and
apply themselves to the solution of them. rrobably the
most marked difference between city and country is with res-
pect to personal contaets and social intercourse. wong dis-
tances between farm homes have tended to keep social inter-
course down to 8 minimum. 41t is true that rural isolation
is being cut down by the telephone, Rural rree Delivery,

daily newspapers, and other agencies. ‘Lhese have greatly



facilitated communication, but something more is needed to
reorganize rural life on & more satisfactory basis. sSome-
thing that will reach across the barriers of distance and
bind the individual farmsteads together. The farmers will
have to organize if they are to meet the demands of chang-
‘ing conditions successfully. They will have to find some

means of co-operating, of pooling their resources.
Community Centers-a Device to urganize country wuife.

It is to effect the organization that is needed
to bring about this co-operation that the community center
is beihg pushed in rural districts. The community center
was first employed in cities to develop neighborhood cons-
ciousness and to focus the interests and desires of the peo-
ple of the neighborhood at & logical center. As defined by
Jane Addeams in, iwenty Years At Hull nouse, "lo provide a
center for a higher civic and social life, to institute and
maintain educational and philanthropic enterprises, and to
investigate and improve the conditions in the industrial
districts of uhicago".lawhe purpose of the community center
is training for citizenship thru the promotion of the spir-

it of the neighborhood. in this center all the people are

interested in those interests which are common to all.

L3 wenty rears At null House Jane Addams, rage llz.



It is the peoples forum and permanent headquarters for citi-
zenship and neighborly spirit. In it the people come to
know one another, and how to make their govérnment work. rhe
success of the movement in the cities has i1ed to the exten-
sion of the idea to the small village and open country.
tYhough the conscious demand for organized community centers
is a matter of recent growth, it springs from & realization,
long felt, that the syupathies abd feelings of rursl peo-
rle need to be cultivated, to be given the largest possible
opportunity for development. Because of the isolated resi-
dence of the innabitants and the imposéibility of social
intercourse in connection with the daily work on the farm,
the community center is more needed in the country than in
the city.

The underlying idea is to secure common sction
on the part of those who form & natural group. <reople need
gome means of finding themselves. A community center ex-
ists to stimulate the social instinet; to promote the de-
sire to know ones' neighbors, to co-operate with them and
to learn from them. Lt seeks to bring all the social agen-
cles slready organized together; to act as a magnet for com-
munity Life; to unify the whole community; to make it more
efficient; to help it find itself. o accomplish this a
community needs first to study itself, then formuiate the

highest ideals it is capable of and work consistentiy for

10



the attainment of those ideals.
No one can estimate the possibilities of a com-
munity that is pulling together and working toward a conse

cious end; working out a policy which it has formulated.

11
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t'he vommunity venter movement.

Yhe community venter movement as an organized
movement is hardly a decade old. Lt is the outcome of
practical experience and study of men and women, who
have peen engaged in socisl work. ‘Lhe vommunity venter
is brought forward s8s a cure for the tendencies toward
the formation of lines of caste and unequal progress in
our civilization. wo most students of oociology these
tendencies seem to be destructive. vhe sponsors of the
vommunity venter movement hope that it will bring about
a more perfect unity among the people by drawing them to-
gether and thereby develop like mindedness in the group.
1t will teach men their rights and duties and how best
to utilize their resourses-- in short how to live the

best life.
rirst vommunity uventers.

the first real vommunity uventers were.the pub-
lic school houses. 4Yhe ancestor of the vommunity uenter
was not the social settlement, but the little red school
house back home, which in the evenings was used for a
common meeting place for the neighborhood. “whe use of

ie



school>houses for this vurvose, which was universal in
pioneer days and later fell into disuse, is being revived.

Rochester, New York wes one of the first cities
to work out a.comprehensive plan for the use of schools
as recreation centers. ‘Yhey felt the need for a common
meeting place. Kepresentatives of labor organizations,
social and civic organizations and city depariments or-
ganized a school extension committee which secured funds
and started a Community center in one of the public
schools.

Wisconsin took the lead in opening up the school
houses to the public for civic and recreationsl purposes.
under the direction of kdward ¢ Ward the university of
ifisconsin has developed Community Centers in iwisconsin
towns. wo the university of wisconsin this idea was the
application of its own principle of "Abandoning o0ld stand-
ards as to the scope of a university and adopting a new
standard; that the university shall expand to include all
lines of educetional work for which it is the best fitted
instrument."”

Ve will now cite the cases of a few typical
vommunity centers thet are in operation at the presént
time. <w1hey are from widely seperated districts and al-
though no two are exactly alike yet the fundamental ides

in 811 is the same.
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Spring valley vommunity center.

#ire destroyed the only viliage hall in spring
valley, wisconsin,a viliage of one thousand people}4 Lt
was the only meetinz place large enough to accommodate a
show or popular entertsinment. Lo one ventured to re-
build. 4as & result, Left without any adequate meeting
place, gocial conditions became perplexing sand even dan-
gerous. tinalliy someone propused tnat tne village meet
the emergency by constructing & community building,
planned for the exclusive use of the public. A petition
wes circulated for & bond issue for a hall to be used for
social purposes. A4 special election was held and $5000.
voted for the purpose. .n addition many donations were
made. rhe village pulled together and put up a good
building, which contained a kitchen, dining-room, library,
club rooms and an suditorium. +he hall was provided with
steam heat and electric lights. wuwnership is vested in
the village. vhe Village Board is the wooard of Directors.
1t is the people’s building, & community enterprise. in
building it they have learned what they can do.

The vast amount of pent up energy released by

this community enterprise finds outlet in activities that

14 oocisl Life in the vountry, World‘s Work Apr 14, P 614
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are constructive and progressive. It is used for plays,
moving pictures, the entertainment course of the extension
division of the state University, for banquets, church
suppers, for nearly every activity of the community‘that
calls for a place of gathering. Yhe example of opring val-
léy is characteristic of an invaluable movement thet is
under way in hundreds of communities throughout the

country.
The wamalpais venter for Community wuife.

An Association has been formed at werin County,
valifornia, just across the bay from oan Francisc%? which
promises to mean a great deel in the interest of commun-
ity life to the people in the vicinity of wamalpais. 1t
is celled wamalpais uventer, and the plan is that it shall
radiate the community social life, organized in turn in-
to vutdoor Sports, rlayground, uviterary Clubs, wanual
Treining, wvomestic Science, watural History and the Arts.
Provision is also made for & uyceum which will provide a
vlatform for honest thought.

Temalpais uenter is the result of the interest

and gifts of w. Kent of vhicago. 1t consists of twenty-

nine scres of land surrounded by mountasin, forest and

15 Survey July 24, 1909 rage 569
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sea and is very well suited for the purpose in view. <rhe
whole undertaking is an attempt to solve the problem of
village life. <+here are a number of towns on that side
of the bay within easy reach of wamalpais venter, that
will be influenced by it. <whe work will be absolutely
without caste or creed or politics except as these things
have to do with the broadest outlook of 1life and build-
ing up healthy minds and podies. 4.t 18 a venter where
every man can work for the good of =all.

pocisl uventer work In The bouthvvest:l'6

The vommunity venter movement in the southwest
may be said to date from the oouthwestern oocial Center
vonference held at wallaes, rexas in iebruary 1911. sor
several years previous there had been agitation in favor
of the movement by ferm papers and educators. at.last
the time seemed ripe for a genmeral conference. welegates
representing peovple from 8ll walks of 1life met in wallas
and threshed out nouthernwestern problems. 4 "great-get-
tosether” movement was begun.

Since that first meeting a systematic campaign
of education has been waged. rress notices are sent to

the daily and weekly newspapers. opeakers are sent to

16 pulletin of the univ. of wis. Serisl noO 497
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important conventions and teacher's institutes. vhe sub-
ject of social uenters has been kept before practically
every educator:s and farmer's convention that has met in
the oouthwest within recent years.

The vonference in co-operation with the rexas
tederation of women's ulubs has published and distributed
cvommunity venter literature. it has aided communities in
placing libraries before the schools. Since very few
schools possess a library this was a very substantial ser-
vice. wuver three hundred schools have aided themselves
by this community plsn.

Some landlords have recognized the socisl res-
ponsibility involved in ownership and have responded to
the social Center movement. wune of the first to respond
to the vommunity uventer idea was vol R & Smith, owner of
a two thousand acre estate near oherman, vrexas. He built
an auditorium and farm families have been using it two or
three times & week every since. affiliated with the vom-
munity venter are a local farmer's institute, a boy's
corn club and & boy's hoz club. vrhe building is used on
Friday evenings for general gatherings. whe programs
usually take up some phase of agriculture though very
often they are more in the nature of a literary lecture
or & uyceum number. +his center has teen very successful.

rthe rriday evening audiences fill the house. oince the

i7



Dallas vonference, #ort worth and uouston have opened their
school buildings to the public for social uses &and vom-
munity uenters have been started in fifteen other rexas
counties.

In the mosquito lands of nouth wrexas, Bee
vounty with wiss nida Daugherty in the capacity of county
ouperintendent, has taken & lead in oocial uenter work.
The new school buildings are being built with an eye to
the future. uvhey are planned for community gatherings.
aiss waugherty has inaugurated a country wyceum with five
attractions.

Tuleta, 8 small village in this county has a
high school with Agricultural and wvomestic Science de-,
partments. this high school gives extension courses in
bomestic science for farmer's wives within a twenty mile
radius. vther country high schools are being organized
along the same line. iss waugherty herself has given
stereopticon lectures in the district school houses.
she has organized in every school district a boy's hog
and corn club, and a girl‘s sewing and cooking club.
ohe has organized & number of country women‘s clubs,
which are doing a great deal in spreading onocial uenter
thought. ohe wrote in 1911, *#We now have seven hun-
dred books in our schools, a year ago we didn‘t have any.
e have five ¥arm and rxanch wuibraries and it is my ambi-

tion to put one in every school. wvur people are at the

18



point where it is easy to organize sSocial uenters. 1
dare meke this statement: that we have more entertain-

ments to the square inch than any other county in wexas".
¥ N

The dSocial uventer und welfare vommunity uoik
vf the waselle--reru--uglesby uenter.Ll”

Since warch 1914 the wasalle reru Township nigh
School has attempted through its onociasl venter department
to provide for the township of 28,000 peovle, healthful
and rationsl recreation of all sorts through the wider
use of a large and well equipped nigh ochool plant. a
real uommunity venter for all the people is the idesl
set. vrhousgh the work to date has partaken rather of that
of & recreation center, the other lines of community work
are not neglected. <rhe work of the venter includes mduca-
tional vonventions, sfarmer:s ohort uvourses, ocientific
and uiterary uectures, CUoncerts, uvramatic rerformances,
Neighborhood uvlubs, and any other legitimate social
activity.

From the start the aim has been first and fore-
most to interest the children and young peovle of the
townshiv, that is to ley especisl emphasis upon adoles-

cent and juvenile activities and only secondarily on

17 rxtracts from a kKevnort by the wasalle-reru rownship
digh »chool.
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those of adults. 4as a matter of fact, however, the older
folks have in no wise suffered from & lack of appropiate
activities although considerable less supervision and
leadership have been afforded them. <+he co-operation of
the older men has been splendid. <vthe business and pro-
fessional men have given the movement both material and
moral support.

in vctober 1912, the dHon. # w Matthiessen sub-
mitted a proposition to the wownship wsoard of uducation
in which he offered as a gift certain real estate and
the sum of 75,000.00 for a recreation building to be
run in connection with the rownship digh ochool and to
serve as a Community uventer. Lhe wownship ooard was to
maintain the work. i1t was also stipulated that the town-
ship was to vote a bond issue of $25,000.00 for pigh
ochool improvements and by a public election to declare
its willingness to support the Center. wthe board immedi-
ately took action and the election resﬁlted in the almost
unanimous acceptance of the proposition. whe plans pro-
vided for a recreation building, for many improvements in
the main building, including a large auditorium and other
needed facilities.

The principal feature of the necreation building
is the vymnasium, which is oo X 106 teet, and conteains

a playing space for basket ball-70 x 45 feet. avDove this

20



floor is a balcony which is used both for spectators and
& running track. <+he swimming pool which is 60 x 25 feet
is in the basement. Here also are the shower baths and
lockers.

The organizations outside of the immediate
school group are an important feature of the vommunity
venter work. wseing composed of older people and having
other purposes in view than recreation, their development
has been slower. vthe young men of the three towns have
orzanized a ulee vlub with headquarters at the vocisl ven-
ter. .t really acts as a vommunity vlub and its services
are available at all public satherings. <he roung wmen's
Club is composed entirely of young men from the neighbor-
hood end has over thirty members. <whis organization is
the old neighborhood géng who are now applying their ef-
forts to athletic and club activities. whe ococial worker:s
Club studies local problems and secures speakers from
other cities.

1the need of a complete and efficient health de-
partment for uésalle, Beru and uslesby is supplied in the
rri-uvity sygienic institute. <+he expense would have been
too great for any one of the cities to do it alone, but
through co-overation they did it easily. vthe institute
is housed in a building near the nigh »chool uenter.

vlose co-operation is meinteined with the digh school and

21



the work is practically coextensive with that of the
oocial venter, covering as it does the two townships of
Laselle and reru.

The foregoing outline of typical wocial uenters
zives some idea of what is characteristic of the purposes
and scope of rxural oocial venters and Community work that
is being carried on in the united otates at the present
time. uvhese uventers are past the experimental stage and
the work that they are doing is constructive and per-
manent. »s an institution for meeting the demands of the
changing social order the Community venter is full of
promise in that it will unify society and bring about co~

operation between &ll classes.
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Agenda vommunity & Center in The
rrocess of vevelopment.

Introduction.

the following study of agenda community is based

on a social survey of Elk Ureek township made by the
author with the help of others mentioned in the foreword.
Elk cvreek is the southeast township of nepublic
county. agenda is the only village in the township. 1t
is situated a 1ittle to the northwest of the center.
there are four other small towns within easy reach of the
community; vuva seven miles northeast; wayne five miles
west; vlyde eight miles southeast and prantford about
five miles northeast. u1he country is rolling prairie.
wmlk Creek flows through it from northwest to southeast.
the geolozical formation is wakota sandstone. i1he north
one-third is very hilly with outcroppings of limestone.
this soil is very fertile and has high moisture retaining
qualitiés. +he soil in the valley produces excellent

crops.
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nistory And wevelopment.

T"he first settlement in what is now klk Creek
tovmship was made in 1868. .n that year a score of fam-
ilies took up homesteads and bezgan the struggles of
pioneer life. 1xrear by year new settlers arrived and Join-
ed their fortunes with thelr predecessors in the virgin
valley of wmlk Creek.

In 1871 a township organization was effected and
an election held in the Spring of 1872 determined the per-
sonnel of the first official body in the towhship. uf
these first settlers one still is 1living in the township.

the early yéars of the settlement were strenuous
ones in every resvect that vpioneer life is strenuous.
rhere were the hard strugzles incident to life in an un-
developed country, the d¢ifficult means of transportation
and communication made more serious by long distances.
nailroad facilities were far away. A journey to the near-
est station meant danger and suffering. <Lhe streams were
without bridges. <+hey had no home conveniences and very
little farm machinery. <They were iznorant of the adapta-
bility of the country and what crops could be raised to
advantage. <“here were no schools or churches. usvery-

thing that ministers to the wants of civilized men had to

be provided for; everything had to be created as it was

24



needed.

+he early settlers also had the .indians to con-
.tend with. r+he rnedskins stole cattle and plundered. vthe
settlers had to orzanize for protection.of property and
life, and co-operation in all forms of activity was a
positive necessity. |

1he steady influx of settlers added rapidly to
the’population and contributed to the social resources of
the community. wpesides increasing the number of residents,
the growth of the population occasioned a demand for those
institutions which the pioneers of Kansas established,
almost universally, at the earliest possible opportunity,
the school and the "meeting house". woO sooner Aid the
pioneer kKansan provide a shelter for his family and live-
stock than he turned his hand to provide for the education
of his children. shough crude and inefficient compared
with our standards, these first schools served the needs
of the people quite effectively. sor many years the
school house was the meeting place of the religious bodies
in the community. in later years two churches were dbuilt
one west of the vresent site of Agenda and one in the
village of Agends.

The 1ife that developed in this environment was

thoroughly democratic. &among the early settlers there
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were no class distinctions. wune person was as good as
another. No one had more than the other. 4ll associated
together on terms of equality. un this fertile soil a
splendid type of socigl life developed that has not been
equaled since. without organization or formality the peo-
ple mingled together in simple neighborhood parties, com-
munity picnies, literary societies and church services.
wach participated in the life of the group and benefited
thereby. +1hey helped each other with their farm work.
Lhe spirit of co-operation and interdependence persisted
as long as primitive farm methods preﬁailed.

With the building of the xock island railway
throush the township in 1687, a new era opened. New mar-
kets were made accessible to the region and a revolution
in the type of farming took place. 4 more diversified
farming came into existence. Hxitherto it had been unprof-
itable to raise grain that had to be hauled a long dis~.
tance to market in wagons over sbominable roads. vhey
raised stuff that could walk out of the country on its

own feet. vuvattle raising predominated.
Situation rrior ro Ihe vommunity uventer wmovement.

T’he mixed farming that was taken up nroved more
profitable. 1he one crop system is uncertain in that it

is subject to frequent failures where reinfall is
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uncertain. iYhe mixed farmer hardly ever has a bad year.
Abvout this same time the introduction of improved machin-
ery tended toward specialization of industry on farms.
1hose crops were raised which were most suited to eli-
maticeconditions and which could be most easily handled.

The period following was one of prosperity. with
the accumulations of the previous years as capital the
farmers were in a position to begin to make money. 4in a
short time some of the more successful had accumulated
more wealth than their neighbors. ULhey built finer
houses and drove s féncy team or latei perhaps purchased
an automobile; rthey began *“putting on airs“. this was
the beginning of class distinctions. reople became more
individuelistic and less dependent on their neighbors for
help. 4“he well-to-do got the idea that they were better
and more intellisent than their poorer neighbors, and
were not backward in assuming an attitude that plainly
indicated their feelings. the less successful found them-
selves shut out in the cold.

This social cleavage, based on wealth, worked a
blighting effect on all community enterprises.‘ 1t was
most noticeaole in church and social activities. vhe
formation of class lines broke up the old neighborhood
social life. The day when everyone was welcome in every
home and at every meeting was over. reople began to

choose their associates with care and looked beyond the
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confines of their neighborhood or limited their inter-
course to a constantly narrowing grouv. whey have come
at last to be without social inclinations. uvhe feeling
that brought about class cleavage has also decreased their
genuine sociability. <whey had no desire to mingle in
social relationships with people outside of their clique.

the result has been that the purely social and
recreational 1life of wlk ureek township is reduced to a
minimum. <he #ourth of vuly picnic is no more. rhis
big neighborhood affair, which used to be a great factor
in the life of the country side is a very rare occurrence
now. <+he neizhborhood party where all kinds of games were
played does not have the vogue it formerly enjoyed. 1in
gsome parts of the township there has not heen a social
party for two years.

rthe effect upon organized religion has also been
destructive. u1wenty years ago there were religious ser-
vices in several of the school houses. u1oday there are
none. As one woman said when asked what~church she Dbe-
longed to, "I used to belong to the united Brethren, but
the church hes gzone away and left me". <the same can be
said of rresbyterian and vongregational classes that
formerly held services in school houses. ‘their abandon-
ment is certainly due in a large measure to the half-
hearted suvnport of a class conscious membership.

pefore agenda was located there was a methodist
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rYrotestant church one and one half miles west of the
present site of agenda. After agenda was started the
methodist mpiscopasl veonle erected a church in the village.
As the village grew it became obvious that there were ad~
vantages in having a church centrally located. o the
wethodist rrotestant people moved their church into the
village though without some opposition. As one resident
who lived near the church said, *"we all used to go to
church. uy father gave one-hundred dollars to it. .
guess it was 8l1ll right to move it to town but they have
veen fizhting ever since.” (%t is clear that its removal
was the cause of more or less hard feelings.

wWwith two churches in the village there began
period of bickering and quarreling. <he two churches were
rivels for members. <t1he place was not large enough to
support two churches proverly. they did not grow bqt
fell into & religious competition. <whey could not afford
resident pastors. oUmeone from the outside who already
had more than he could do came on alternate sundays and
held services. »poth churches used this plen. wuch bitter-
ness was caused on occasions when either of the churches
disregarded the others preaching day and held services in
their own church. sach congregation was jealous of the
membership of the others; opunday »chool, vhristian kwn-
deavor and other activities. #dhis church strife divided

the social life of the entire community with respect to
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those activities which required the sunport of those not
affiliated with either factor.

s>uch in brosasd outline were the conditions exist-
ing in u&lk vreek township prior to the vommunity uenter
movement at azenda which bezan in the form of a federated

church movement.

Movement woward rederation of churches.

T'he first real stev in the community movement
was an agreement between the wethodist rrotestant and ieth-
odist mpiscopal churches with respect to which should
have preaching services on the odd ounaays of the month
and which should have the even Sundays. whis agreement
was observed by both sides. Ihe next step showed & begin-
ning of toleration. Lt was not studied but a spontaneous
movement. vertain individuals of both groups began at-
tending the preaching service of the other and later as-
sisted in the choir and with the collections and socials.
The socisl fector exerted a strong pull to bring them
together. 4Then followed an attempt to hold union Sundsay
School services. <These were held one sunday at the wmeth-
odist Protestant church and the next ounday at the weth-
odist wpiscopal church alternating with and accompanying
the preaching service. wmethodist Protestant song books

and literature were used at the wethodist rrotestant
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church and wethodist Lniscopal books and literature at
the wmethodist Lpiscopal church. wmach Sunday ochool had
its own officers and teachers.

The disadvantages of this method led to the use
of the same ounday School literature at both churches and
the election of a common superintendent and corps of
teachers, thereby doing away with the duplication of offi-
cers. +the fraternal sgpirit was manifested in all relig-
ians and socisl worx &s far as possible. vhey divided
the honors.

The next step was a union Sunday »chool held at
the same church ounday after sunday. une Sunday ochool
organization served both congregations and it met in the
seme church continuously. »put each congregation main-
tained its own preaching services at its own church on
alternate oundays acéording to the 0ld plen. <+he success
of the union bunday ochool naturally suggested the ques-
tion: +Why can't we have a union Churchr Why can't we
errange to have one pastor for both congregations and
hold services ounday after ounday in the one church just
as we do our ounday ochool? iie could then afford to have
a full time resident man who would be a part of our soc-
ial life.

The proposition was agitated and discussed and
the final outcome was that plans for federation were

formulated. 4.t was found impossible to arrange to have
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& regular pastor for either of the churches so they ed-
vertised fo} a pastor ta take charge of a rederated move-
ment. 1n the meantime they secured speakers who were
familiar with such movements and in sympathy with them.
The sunday ochool continued to grow without the
oversicht of a pastor. .t grew so large that the one
building was not able to accommodate it, and huad to be
divided. Lhe primary department was established in the
other building. <whe teen age boys and girls and the
adults remained in the first building. +he primary de-
partment joined the others for the closing exercises.
Other things shaped themselves for the final
step in federation. <the success of the ounday ochool it-
self was compelling. <he articles of rederation were sub-
mitted to the membership of the two churches and then to
other professing uvhristians in the community. vhey were
signed by & zood strong majority. uvhese articles were
very liberal and comprehensive. among other things they
provided for eight directors who compose the church board.
rthese were to be elected two from the.methodist rrotest-
ant consregation, two from the wethodist wmpiscopal, two
from other prefessing vhristiasns, who hela their member-
ship elsewhere,and two from the group not belonging to

any church, but citizens of good standing in the commun-

ity. The board was empowered to employ and dismiss the
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pastor.

the first pastor was employed in 1916. &t the
end of the year he was dismissed. wvhe reason given being
that he did not fit into the social 1ife of the community.
de lacked the vision of what a Community uenter is and
the common touch of humenity. whe presént pastor is es-
pecially fitted for work in a federated church. He has
the breadth of vision and the tact which the delicacy of
the position demands. wvhe church is now allied with all
the worthwhile social interests of the community and the

people are coming to feel that it is a community church.

1'he agenda nural digh ochool.

Another feature that shows the existence of a.
community spirit in the township is the nural nigh ochool.
rthe agzenda rural nizh ochool is a product of the community
center movement. i1t reflects the desire of the peovle
for education. .t is an example of what the people have
done as a community.

vhe need for higher education had long been felt.
+he value of more specialized training than that afforded
by the grade schools was recognized by sll. wost parents
hope and wish that their children will be better equipped
for life than they themselves were and recognize the fact

that in this age education is a necessity. itherefore
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they are anxious to have good schools as near their
homes as possible. ‘“Lhe residents of wslk ureek rownship
and aAgenda, especially felt the need of a nigh ochool o
very keenly, because of the distance to other gigh ochools.
1t is seventeen miles to pelleville, six miles to vuba,
eight miles to ulyde. .08t parents could not afford to
send their children away to sSchool. wany would go if
there were a nigh ochool in agenda. uvonsequently there
was a real demand tror a digh ochool.

the campaign for a aigh oschool resulted in the
orzanization of the Agenda nural nish ochool in 1916.
1t was not accomplished without considerable opposition
end hard feelings at the time. obut now most of those who
opposed it bitterly are enthusiastic supporters for the
simple reason that their children are going to school
there and they ere finding out what an asset it is to the
community.

rhe nizh school district embraces all of wmlk
Creek wrownship and one section in uvrant wrownship to the
west. the district coincides with the trade territory
of ngenda. 41t is not an agenda institution but belongs
to the whole district. it does however helip to focus the
interests of the people on agenda &s a vommunity uventer.
whe present noard of virectors is made up of two farmers

and one villaze man.
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The Rural High School At Azenda Kansas.

The tHigh School building is well suited to pres-
ent needs but an addition will soon have to pe made if
the present rate of increase continues. it is a two-
story building. wun the second floor is the auditorium,
two recitation rooms and three rooms used for laboratory
purposes, besides the office, lLibrary and cloak-rooms.
the assembly room is so situated that by rolling back

the partitions separating them the two class-rooms, one

on either side, may be thrown into one with the assembly



hell. ©vhis zives ample room for wublic prozgrams and lec-
tures. The .wanual itraining and agriculture wepartments
are on the ground floor. iive rooms in all are used for
laboratory vurposes.

#rom the bezinning it was determined that the
course of study should be one that would fit the graduate
for life first and only secondarily for college. 41t was
desired to improve the life of the community, to fit the
students for the life around them. with this purpose in
view the suthorities of the school ovuilt up a course in-
tended primarily to fit students for farm life. agricul-
ture and related subjects sre required of 8ll boys and
vomestic ocience of all zirls. wusnelish, nistory, weth-
ematics, rolitical ocience, oociology and hkconomics are
taught from & community standpoint. rarm shop as suited
to the needs of the farm boy rather than the technical
aspects of uanual traininz are emphasized. in womestice
ocience the zgirls are taught to use the kind of equipment
that they will be Likely to have in their own homes.

an attempt is being made to make the agenda
xural gigh 5chool a real factor in the life of the com-
munity. wuring the past year over fifty samnles of seed
corn were tested by the agriculture clusses. for farmers
of the community, &nd over one-hundred sampies of milk

were given the osbcock test. & larze number of farmers
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are availing themselves of the ovportunity of having milk
from individual cows tested so that the unprofitable ones
may be culled from the herd.

the influence of the wnigh ochool reaches out
througih the wecture Course, ochool untertainments, rro-
grams and athleiic activities. whe wecture vourse was
well attended and yileided & vprofit which goes to the wibru-
ry fund. rlays and rrograms draw crowds from the remote
corners of the township and even from beyond. A patriotic
program this opring brought out a record breaking crowd.
rhe nish ochool quartette freyuently apvears at nuradt
schooLl programs and box socaals.

Lvery year the Eizh ochool hoids & wrack and
sierd weet ror the nurai ochools of the commwnity. the
nigh ochool students asct as officials. vompetition is
very keen, over one-nundred and fifty students partici-
pating in a sinzle mcet. Lthe annual meet is very populer
end tends to weld the veople of the community together.
1t brings many students to the nigh School who have learn-
ed to like it for the interest it takes in the rmural
Schools.

The Agenda Rural High School is helping to devel-
op & community consciousness that will lead the people to
work together. «whrough its influence the people are bve-
coming less individuslistic. rheir children are going

there to school z:1¢ their interests will center there more
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and more. They speak of it &s "our school”. The essent-
ially community spirit of the enterprise is shown by the
disvlay of the aAzenda Community service rlaz in the front

window of the building.
The Agenda Community vommercial ulub.

A movement of very recent origin, which shows
clearly that the community spirit is muking headway among
the people is the organization of the agenda Community
Commercial Club. The object of the organization is to
boost nzenda and klk Creeir rownship from a community stand-
point. 4t will support every enterprise that will he ben-
eficiel to the community as a whote. .t is orsanized
strictly on a community vasis which in this case means that
anyone in the township mey be & member. rhe leaders de<«
sire to have as many farmers in the clubd as'possible. 1t

already hes ninety members.
growth Of Community opirit.

The leaders ir azenda community now are definite-
1y pvlenning with & vommunity Center inm view. when the

spirit of toleretion first began to bear fruit in the
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disposition of some of the people to overlook sectarian
differences and work for the good of religion in the com-
munity, ro one thousht of & vommunity Center. vthey had

in mind, rather, the solution of the church problem. but
the church problem proved to be a community problem and

in solving it the whole community had to co-operate. vhis
was the germ of the movement. <Lthen a few j0t the vision
end started after a mnigh School. vhe discussion and agi-
tation required to zet it opened the eyes of a few more
people to the possibilities of community action. And
finally in the vommercisl Ulub we have a grbup of men def-
initely committed to the principle of community action,

of buildinz up & oocial Center eand solving the problems

of netter living through co-operation.
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oocial vonditions and Activies in Agenda Community.

(Additional bata tfrom vrthe BSurvey.)

Wwe will next tvake note of some of the data ge-
cured of conditions and resources as they exigt in the
community today, and consider them in their relation to

the vommunity venter movement in Agenda.

seonomic.

Llk ureek “Yownship is & rural community end will
be for years to come barring the discovery of oilL* or
some other natural resource. the economic basis of the
growth of the community is the soil. wven in Agenda there
ere ro enterprises that are not dependent entirely on the
farm community for supnport. .n short, as was discussed
in the preceding chapter the township is a purely agricul-

tural community in the fertile rnlk Creek valley.

* At the time this survey wes maede they were drilling for

0il on a locavion one mile west of the township line.
according to reports the prospects were zood.



Ownership And Tenantry.

O0f the 166 householders interviewed, 111 owned
their homes and 57 are renters. 4 larger proportion of
farmers are renters than of villagers. uf the farmers
74 are owners and 47 renters, of the latter 47 are owners
and 10 renters. ~rrectically all the land is owned by peo-
ple living in the township, so the question of alien own-
ership does not enter. uany of the renters are children

of the owners.

»

farm Products,

aixed ferming is carried on. <the soil is adapt-
ed to a great variety of crops but failures are frequent
owing to the irregularity of the rainfell. wheat and
corn are the staple crovs. heat seldom fails entirely,
and has been the leader in the past. <rhe short crops of
the past two seasons, however, has led to an increase in
the acreaze of corn. vorn does well on the lime soil in
the northern part of the township. Alfalfa is raised ex-
tensively anda is a profitable cron. =nepublic vounty is
one of the leading alfalfa producers in the state. vats,
barley and sorghums are raised on a smaller scale. wive

stock is an important item. <rhe live stock interests are

represented by horses, cattle and hogs.
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farm iiethods.

The methods of farming are similar to those used
in Kensas generally. Scientific methods have not heen
introduced. 1o commercial fertilizers are used, but
practically all the stable manure is spread over the fields.
Une vicious practice of landlords is to require a certain
amount of land to be sown to wheat. +this often works a
hardship on the renter. whe practice, if long continued,
will impoverish the soii. Carelessness in handling farm
machinery is very evident. <vhe farmer who has a machine
shed is an exception and not the rule. ‘“whe common occur-
rence was to find the machinery scattered about the yard,
and in some cases in the field where it was last used the
season before. 1o allow expenSive machinery to lie out

in the weather is & costly proceeding.

Azenda As A iarket.
Agenda is ideally located to secure the trade of

the township. wpesides having a central location, it has

the revutation of being the best grain market in the viecin-
it. <1he trade map of Agenda shows that all the farmers

of #lk Ureek rownship sell their grain there. pesides

many from outside the township bring their grain to the

mills and elevators. rrices range from two to five cents
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per bushel more for wheat and corn than in the nearby mar-
zets of vuba and uvlyde, which is due to the fact that the
aAgenda dealers can and-are Wiliing to do business on &
smaller mergin of profit. AsS & consequence agenda is
known as & good business place and her merchants are en-
joying & good trade. this feature is an important factor
in community enterprises and qualifies agenda as the log-
ical center for wlk Creek Township.

The naturel resources of the region are of such
a character: as to furnish a good physical basis for a vro-
gressive society. rrom an economic standpoint the people
are well situated, and have reached a place where they are
able to provide for & richer, more satisfying life than
has &s yet been achieved. 4 greater economic return and
& higher standard of lﬁving is possible through improved
mefhods of farm management and the application of science
to agriculture. whis can be done through co-operation
with the extension division of the otate agricultural
college.

There is no organized co-operation among the
farmers. wuvnly six memoers of a wrarmer‘’s union were found
and they belonged to s union outside the township. <the

lack of co-operation is a serious drawback to the econom-

ic, as well as, the other interests in the community. a

movement should be made to establish a urange or some
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similar organization. ouch a society would be not only
a source of profit but would minister to the educational

and socisl wants as well.

schools 1n Township.

There are six public grade schools wholly or in
paert within the township not counting the graded school
in aAgenda. All parts of the township are within easy
reach of a school, except the northeast one-third, where
the distance between schools is greater than in the other

parts.
tinrollment And Attendance.

The total enrollment for the six schools during

the past year was 141; the average enrollment was 23.

the largest number in one school was 35 and the smaliest
12. the figures on attendance were not secured, but the
teachers reported that the attendance was excellent; ohly
occasionally is a boy kept home to work, and then only in
an emergency. Lthey also testified that practically all
children of school age were in school. iemale teachers
are employed exclusively. Lthey are all young ladies,

whose preparation consists of dHigh ochool and wormel train-
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ing. uone have had ahy special training in rural prob-
lems. 1t was not learned how long the teachers had been
employed in the various districts, but at least three have
held their present vpositions longer than one year. uhe
salaries vaid ranged from $45.00 to $75.00 per month and
averaged ¢50.0U0 for the 8ix schouls. <vrhe highest paid

teacher has had several years experience.
School nouses and wmquipment.

The school houses are of the conventional one
room "box-car type'. wour are comparatively new. une
was built in 1916 to replace the old one destroyed by a
tornado. wwo are very old buildings. vhree h;ve entry-
ways end cloaskrooms. rhis type of building is proverb-
iglly hard to light and ventilate properly. uross
lights from windows opposite each other are & bad feature.
1vo of the schools have a basket ball court and teeter-
boards. <rhe rest have no nlay equipment whatever. no
attempt has been made in any instance to beautify the
school grounds. in the matter of libraries some of the
schools are up to standerd. vrhree meet the requirements
of the otate poard of sducation for a standard library.
vune has no books beyond & wvictionary and an out of date
sncyclopedia and vperheps a chart. rhe number of books

0f the remainder veried from 27 to 100.



vo-operation oetween ochools A&nd rarents.

The teachers were unanimous in saying that the

ochool soards gave them hearty co-o:.eration and support.
a8 one teacher expressed it, "rhey'‘ve given me all 1
asked for". 4 teacher with & pohemian constituency
steted that the poohemians are very anxious to have their
children go to school. “uo one can say pohunk to me any-
more", she said. cvounty and state ofricials visit the
schools and make recommendations for improvements, which
are generally acted upon favorably. trhe attitude of the
local boardés is to make improvements as fast as they feel
able to.do so. Lt must be stated, however, that the aver-
age country school board does not have an adequate notion
of whet improvements are needed. uv1hey are inclined to let
well enough alone.

1he number who do not finish the eighth grade
is not as large as it formerly was. wunly a very few now
leave school without a diploma, and they eare growing less.
vne girl six-teen years oid ssaia she was "crazy for school
but her folks needed her at home, and now she doesn't care
to go back. A boy just past the comnulsory age, living
within & mile of Agenda was out of school and seemed to

be zlad of iv. wvidently his parents are responsible.

As stated vefore the children who fail to finish school
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as well as, those of school agze who do not attend are the
excevtion, but there should not be any. wuvery parent
should be made to realize the fundamental importance of
education both for the individual child and the welfare

of the neighborhood.
vonsolidation.

Several years ago an attempt was made to sSecure
consolidation of the xural ischools. ~Qne of the buildings
had been destroyed by a storm and the time for such a move-
ment seemed guite dpportune. sut the people were not
ready for it. 1he chief obstacle in the way of consolida-
tion is the transportation problem. 1t will remain an ob-
stacle until good roads are provided so that auto trucks
may be used. a primary teacher in the Agenda school said,
that a consolidated school would be good for the older
children, but the little folxs could be'taughf best in
separate schools. & rural teacher said, that there were
adventages and disadvantages; that the country child will
lose something through consolidation. she contends that
country cnildren have pore respect for the teacher than

city children, and are easier to discinline. vuonsolida-

tion will vrobably carry in the near future. wrhe leaders

in the community favor it. 4.f not compiete consolidation,
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vartial cdnsolidationuand redistricting of the township

could be done to zood advantage.

Acenda urade school.

The 3rade school at Agenda is a new building of
two rooms, thorouthly up-to-date. Lt is not large enough,
however, to accommodate the children now attending. <rhe
past term there were 80 pupils. Lhe overcrowding makes
it impossible to deal with backward children or repeaters.
Two teachers comnrise the teaching staff. A third is need-
ed to bring the school up to standard. <vhe library con-
tains 200 volumes of high zrade ‘bocks. <rhe school also
has a victrola and forty records. <the playground is a
half acre plot, which is entirely too small for eishty
children. the oﬁly play apparatus is a basket ball court.

Ihe school tried out a new plen for the closing
three weeks of the yeasr. it is half day sessions. Lhe
24, 34, 7th, and $th grades attend school in the fore-
noon, and the 5th, 6th, Lst and 4th in the afternoon.

With this plan only two zrades are in a room at the seue
time. <+rhey expect to do intensive work the half day they
are in school and thereby eliminate sleepy, listless
scn00l work. 1t will also give the children time for club

gardens.
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Azenda aigh School.

dention has already been made.of the worlkz of the
#igh School. 1t will suffice here to mention the univer-
sity uecture vourse that will be put on under the auspices
of the miszh School. whe uecture vourse is & part of the
kxtension vivision of the university of Kansas. the
Course is composed of five high class numbers. LIt is
given absolutely without profit to the university at a
cost to the local community of approximately 200.00. al-
ready 250 people heve promised to support the vourse.
rhis is a feature of public education that neéds to be
emphasized in a community like Agenda. 1t is a very
effective way of reachinz the adult population, and can
be used to advance any propogsanda fortcommunity Progress.
this is a lezitimate field for the university and Agricul-

ture vollege.
nome Libraries.

in regard to the number of books in the homes,

it was found that the number per family was rather low.
vhen it is taken into consideration that school books were

included, the number is surprisingly low. sSome, when

asked about the number of books replied point biank that
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they didn‘t have any, or Jjust a few story books. wany
people in the community would read more books if they were
available. neference was made to one family, who had a
considerable number of books, to the effect that their
books were loaned out among the neighbors all the time.
The necd of a library at Agenda'is obvious.

In the township 48 families had less than 10
books; 39 families from 10 to 25; 41 families from 25 to
100; and 17 families more than 100. <1wo reported 500.
Amonz the families who reported more than 100 books, there

was isually an exschool:teacher.

1t was not learned what papers®and magazines

are read. An o0ld resident said, "The farmers read the
newspapers and are as well posted on current topics as the
average town man, but they do not take to books. L think
the generation that is growing up now will do more reading
than their fathefs." Some say they don*'t read any, that
they are too tired at night to read. uthers claim it is
all they can do to read the papers. wune farmer stated
that he studies the wail and oreeze, and derives great

venefit from it in his farming operations.
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Kelizious.

The religious situation in Agendé community is
not compnlicated by ths presénce of an excess number of
orzanized churches. <the rederated vhurch of Agenda is at
present the only organized religious body in the township.
+the organizations that in years past met in the country
school houses have disbanded because of lack of support,
as was shown in the preceding chapter, leaving the red-
erated vhurch a clear field, without a competitor. |

1The plant of the wederated vhurch congists of
the two buildings formerly occupied by the wethodist wpis-
copal and wethodist Brotestént churches. wpoth buildings
are used in the Sunday sSchool work and even with this ex-
pedient they are cramped for room. rreaching services
are hild in the larger building, but it is too small when
the weather is fair and lsrzge crowds come out. <tLhe church
ig growing fast and requires more room. An up-to-date
church plant is needed very much. with more room &nd
equipment it could be organized as efficiently as an up-

to-daete city church.
venominations.

T"he dénominational distribution is set forth in
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Fifteen sects are represented. sifty-nine
families have no church affiliations. .in regard to the
number of denominations represented there is considerable
difference between the village and the country. wleven
different sects have members in the village, and only sev-
en in the country. u.f sectarianism is an obstacle in the
way of church federation then the task of bringing the
rural population into the rederated vhurch should on the

face of these figures, be much easier than in the case of

the village.

Activities.

The presching services and the sSunday school are

the most important activities of the church. <rhe pastor



gives his entire time to the work of the church. vLhere

is a midweek prayer service and a wadies aid society. a
Christian zndeavor has been developed by the young people,
there is also & church choir. vhe uvhristian usndeavor pro-
vides for most of the social activities in connection with

the church. +he boys of the community have a poy's ocout

organization. Yhe pastor of the rederated vhurch is their

leader. rhe boys under twelve are in a wood urafter's

viub, which is taking up garden worke.

Obstacles.

the chief obstacle to the success of the reder-
ated vhurch in Agenda is the indefference,of & large num-
ber 0 the movement. .8ny of the country meople, it seems,
do not understand what the rederated vhurch is trying to
do. 4 man, living not more than two miles from agenda,
when asked what he thought of the community movement said,
that he didn‘t know any thing about it and wasn't interest-
ed. another said, ‘reople used to  to church a great
desl. iiowadays scarcely anyone zoes except on special
occasions. woomething is wrong but 1 don‘t know what it
is. vrThere has been trouble ever since they built the

second church at agenda."

"Oh, I belong to the “sig Church® was the reply
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of a great number who have no church affiliations. it
was sposen with respect and sometimes shamefacedly. Lt
seemed as thouzh they felt that the church has something
zo0d which perhaps they lack and ousht to have. what these
people need is to be made to realize that the church needs
them and their help; that in helping the church they are
allowing a deepseated desire of their nature to be satis-
fied.and that association in religious activity is perfect-
ly natural.

+here.are a few who are not satisfied with the
church as it is organized at present. une men is opposed
to the wrederated vhurch "because the wmethodist rrotestant
and wethodist wpiscopel people keeyp their organizations
intact and send their contributions to their own boards."
He would have them *‘drop their o0ld organizations entirely
and unite in a new body without any outside connections.?
However, most of the people who really understand the sit-
uation are favorably disposed toward federation. ULhey
feel that it will pe & fine thing if the people work to-
gether wholeheartedly.
| An element in the community that may cause
trouble at any time is & small group of noliness people.
while they are not in a position to exert much infliuence

they are regarded &s potential trouble makers. .f they

are not antagonised and are kept out of positions of
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power, they will soon disavpear as a factor in religious
life. twhis sect stands for excitement with little ethical
content. vheir emotionalism is disapproved of by the maj-
ority of peonle.

The church leaders are planning to erect a new
buildinz as soon &8s conditions will warrant the undertsk-
ing. <rhey have in view an up-vo-date plant with ample ac-
commodations for all the »unday ochool classes and a gym-
nasium, and equipment for socisl affairs.

The biz job of the church in agenda is to get
in touch with every person wno is not now actively associ-
ated with some other church. 2o sccomplish this, it will
have to do constructive work. Lt may find it necessary
to emphasize some things not usually considered as legit-
imate church work. .t should stimulate every desirable
interest in the community. L1f it can teach the people how
to farm better; if it can enrich their social life; if it
" can educate the people along llnes of better living, and
do these things in the name of religion, there can be no
doubt of its success as a church, or of ivs accomplishments

for religion in agends community.

[S3
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Social And recreational.

The residents of wlk Creek Yownship depend al-

most entirely on Agenda and surrounding towns for recre-
ation and amusement. wuccasionally programs sre given by
the rural schools, but these are mostly annual affairs.
The village it seems has usurped the function of provid-
ing amusement. LThe social life of the country folk is
not full enough to satisfy normal human demands. <“hey
are so much teken up with their deily work that they neg-
lect social intercourse with their neighbors. neighbor-
hood and group picnics are a thing of the past. instead
of having a neighborhood celebration on the rourth of vuly
the people go to vuba or vlyde or elsewhere. Neighoor-
hood parties are a2lso very rare. .n some varts of the
township a&s long & time as & year passes without a real
social party. 4as a result the opportunity for social
intercourse among the farmers is restricted. Neighvors
do not get acquainted as they might. ‘“hey do not really
znow each other or how to sympathize with each other.
Lhe effect of the curtailment of social opportunities is
that, that they have become stuovborniy independent and
suspicious anc are averse to co-operation.

A3 near as could be learned there are no
country baseball teams, such as were a feature of country

life a generztion ago. o other recreationai games are
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played to any extent except in connection with the High
vchool. <the social 1life of the nigh ochool students in-
directly affects the parents end is an opportunity the

teachers should improve.
vancing.

Dancing is popular umons the pohemiunsg in the
north and west parts of the townsihip, but is frowned upon
by the oweaes, wno are grouped in the esst part toward the
county line. wances have been held in agende but none dur-
ing the past year. <those who fa;or dencing do so on the
ground that the young people need some place to zo. wost
oi the deances sre held at Cuba.

The deerth of sociel and recreational activitvies
in country life is due in large measure to the introduc-
tion of the telephone, nural iree velivery, &nd the auto-
mobile. with easy and ready communication, it is not nec-
essary to leave home to chat with a neighbor or exchange
ideas. “whe sutomobile mekes possible more extended visit-
ing et the expense of near neighbors, especizlly if they
gre unzenisl. <vhe next door neighbor is neglected. 4s

a women said, *"ie can visit our friends who are congenial.

vWe can revise our visiting list and do not have to associ-

ate with uncongeniel reighbors.* The community is passing
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through a transition period in which the center of social,
religious and educationsl activities of men is shifting
from the small neighborhood group to the larger villeage
group. 4t is highly important that all the people should
recognize the signs of the times and work in harmony with

this tendency.



c¢onclusion




Conclusion.

In developing the subject of Kural Community

Centers, we called attention first'to the growing interest
in rursl problems and the changing attitude of leaders to-
ward them. <The country was for a long tire neglected ow-
ing to the fect that morbid social conditions first be-
ceme serious in the large cities and completely oversha-
dowed conditions of a similar character in rural districts.
That it is now brousht to the fore is due more than any-
thing else to the unegual vrogress of town and country
during the past fifty years. wvuring this period the city
has developed & hicher stendard and has become more attrac=s
tive to humenity in e numver of ways than the country.

The spell of the city drew the energetic and capesovle in-
dividuals away from the country leaving it without the
efficient lezdership it needed. .n this same period we
find that country life has made very little progress, in-
deed 1n some cases it has deleriorated due to the negative
tendencies of decrease of vopulation, decline of the
church, increase of tenantry and mental 2nd moral stag-
nation.

Careful study of the issues involved has led

to the conclusion that country life is backward because
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of isolation and lack of personal contacts, and that it
must be organized on & more efficient basis if it is to
keep step with the city. 1f it does not keep step with

the city it will continue to deteriorate until none but

a dependent peasantry will occupy the land. 1n order to
avoid such a state of affairs and to meet tle ills of
isoletion, co-oneration is necessary. a8 : means for se-
curing the desired co-operstion we suggested the vommun-
ity venter to develop community consciousness, unify the
people and teach and facilitate co-operation. whe move-
ment to organize rural life into vommunity uenters is be-
coming gener:l with uenters already established in every
section of the country. <vhe venters do not taoke the same
form in every instance but the underlying idea is the

same in ell; that of getting all the people of & neighbor-
hood to participate in the common life of the neighborhood
to make it better. wureater participation results in s
common ovond of sympathy tkat makes people willing and
desirous of co-operating with each other.

The study of agends vommunity shows how that
community went about to organize its life on a new basis,
ihe early history of the township sihows the type of soci-
ety that develops in a pioneer civilization. Lt is one
of equality and co-oweration in which all live the same

xind of a life.  'The institutions are simple but suited
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to the needs of the time. 4+when atter a time when certain
individuals had succeeded in accumulating more materisl
possessions than some of their neishbors, class distinec-
tions arose. Lhe successful men were able to live in
better fashion than those who barely made & living and
came to look uvnon the latter as inferior. <rhe introduc-
tion of modern means of communication lessened the demand
for personal intercourse. <1hese chanses were followed up
by & breckup of the old social . relations. urhe old
institutions were no lonser suited to the changing social
order and began to lose their vitality. Country life di-
vided by class lines entered uvon a process of decay, from
a sociolozical standpoint, and srew continuously less sat-
isfying. this continued until azenda in virtuc of its
size and imvmortance assumed the lLeadership in the town-
shivp.

The movement toward a reorganization of the life
of the community bezan with a federation of the churches.
1he amalsamation of the various relizious elements into
the rederated Church has put the reliszious life on a firm
basis. A move to improve the educationel facilities of
the township bezan with the establiskment of the rural
Hizh sSchool. <rhese two projects have shown the people
what they are sble to do by working tozether, and they
liave come out boldly for community action in all things

that affect the community as a whole. <Through their



Community Commercial uvlub they are going to boost wunlk
Creek iownship along progressive lines and center the ec-
onomic, educational, religious and social interests at
Azenda.

The outlook for the future of Agenda vommunity
is promising. YThe spirit with which the work has been
carried on thus far is sound. .f & conmprehensive view of
the situation is kept in mind and the center is made to
function in the interests of the entire. community, it will
continue to zrow in influence and it will be able to bring
gbout a richer, larger life.

The study of the community has suggested the
following things which may be done to maeke life better.
rthese should be kept in mind as a part of the program that
will be put across. <the economic resources as they exist
are of a character that is capable of maintaining a zrow-
irg and progressive society. out these resources can be
utilized more efficiently by the application of scientific
methods to agriculture. un this connection the extension
work of the agricultural vollege should be used to edu-
cate the farmers. sSetter agriculture should be an im-
portant vart of the commnity program.

The educationsl facilities of the township cun
ve greatly improved without overburderning the taxpayers.
the desire for educsation is strong. Lf needs only to be

directed in the proper channel. Since the interests of

62



of the community are rural the teachers should have spec-
ial training in rural problems. Lhe courses too, should
be correlated with rural life a&as far és possible. wpetter
equipment for all the schools is needed both inside and
out. rlay is an izportent phase of education if properly
conducted. #inally the place where the children spend a
large part of their time should be beautified, so that
school life woulédé be & Joy and an inspiration. mducation
for the adults should be provided in the shape of lectures,
organized discussion clubs, and the like. 4 publiec libra-
ry that will serve the needs of all the people and be read-
ily accessible is needed to build up their intellectual
life and zive them a broader outlooicy more to look forward
to. rheir intellectual poverty is one thing that retards
the growth of conmunity consciousness.

The religious situation as a whole points to
better things. the rederated vhurch is growing and needs
a larger building in order to do effective work. wune of
its tests will be to provide the needed equipment. over-
vice to the community should be given prinme importance.
zverything seems to indicate that the people are ready for
a2 really constructive religious progren.

Social intercourse and recreation should be
ziven very careful consideration. oecause of the absence

of socializing agencies the people are kept apert and



differences are emphasized. 1The village's opportunity is
to draw the country unto itself socially.

while the rural community wovement is still in
its infancy, enough has already been done, as shown in the
examples given to prove it is more than a theory. Lt is
meeting real needs in & practical way. we have attempted
to show how the processes of change are teking place in
Elk Creek community in the transformation of a typical
unorzanized rural township into an organized progressive
community conscious group. Lt seems to the writer that
the exemple of this community offers a partial solution
for the rural problems which were outlined in the first
part of this paper.

In conclusion the leaders of the community
wovement should study the people, learn their needs and
appeal to those interests which will touch their lives
in & vitel way. As leaders they should zive voice to
and embody the desires and aspirations, the deep felt,

inarticulate longings of the very common people.



