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Foreword. 



Foreword. 

The subject of Community Centers was suggested 

"by a course in jxural Sociology which stimulated a nat­

ural interest in the subject, which i already had. coun­

try life has been in the past a "laissez faire" propos­

ition. it has trundled along in a beaten path which every­

one has sanctioned without question, whatever ills ap­

peared were ignored on the ground that they, would auto­

matically right themselves, hut of late the discrepancy 

between country and city life has led students of rural 

life to question the wisdom of allowing affairs to drift 

without any attempt to control them, city life has pro­

fited by the i ntervention of human intelligence to con­

trol, regulate and initiate social activities, and there 

is no reason why the life of the country cannot be im­

proved if it is studied thoroughly and its tendencies as­

certained. The institution that seems to hold the great­

est possibilities for speeding up rural life is the com­

munity center, it is fundamentally de mocratic and in 

harmony with the trend of social evolution. 

This thesis takes up first the problems and 

needs of the open country and attempts to show that the 

Community Center meets these needs. The community cen­

ter movement in the united States is then sketched in 



"broad outlines in connection with a few typical uenters. 

finally the results of a special study of Agenda commun­

ity, as a center in the process of development is pre­

sented. This study is based on a social survey of Elk 

Greek Township, republic bounty, Kansas, made by the 

author under the direction of professor M 0 Elmer of the 

university of iiansas, and assisted by the local people. 

Among the latter great credit is due to the iteverend 

beorge Todd, pastor of the federated uhurch of Agenda, 

Professor r* J drown, principal of the nigh School, 

E E braird, of the Agenda State nank, Adar M. holte, 

Principal of the brade schools in Agenda, b A Moore, 

Township Assessor, and the teacher s in the hural ochools. 
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The rrobiems And needs uf Community centers, 

crowth of interest in Kural rrobiems. 

7/ithin recent years there has been a remarkable 

awakening and increase of interest in the problems of 

country life. This growing interest is the expression of 

a felt need for a better understanding *of the problems of 

efficient living. An ever increasing number of leaders 

in our generation are convinced that it is possible so 

to understand the ordinary relationships in community life, 

that they may be controlled and made to further the inter­

ests of a richer existence.1 The nation wide scope of the 

movement is suggested by the Koosevelt county iiife Commis­

sion, by the smith i»ever lav/, b y the federal Kural Credits 

Act and by the emphasis upon rural problems in the programs 
2 

of the American economic Association, and the American 

sociological Association, everyone who has given the mat­

ter any thought realizes that there are rural problems; 

that there are tendencies in our country districts which 

are not wholesome; and people are coming to realize more 

and more that these tendencies can be controlled if they 

are properly understood. 

1 bee Introduction to Aural sociology vogt rage 6 
2 bee bocial surveys of Three Kural Townships in xowa. 
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The changes of attitude on the part of those who 

take a keen interest in improving the living conditions of 

mankind is suggestive of the importance which the rural prob­

lem has attained, it has been but a short time since coun­

try life was thought to be ideal. Many students of social 

phenomena have assumed that the relations to be found in 

rural life are relatively simple; and that urban life pre-

sents much more serious problems for solution." T'orty or 

fifty years ago no one thought of associating any serious 

social problems with the open country, un the other hand, 

it has been lauded as the mainstay of civilization, it has 

been said that as long as country life remained wholesome, 

there was no need to fear for the future of civilization. 

Men pointed to the cities as. the festering sores of the soci­

al body and failed to read the symptoms of social deterior­

ation that were exhibited in country life. 

nut now the problems of the country have taken 

their place along side of the other perplexing problems of 

social life, several years ago Theodore ixoosevelt said: 

"There are no two public questions of more vital importance 

to the future of this country than the problem of conserva-

tion and the problem of the betterment of country life". 

The tfural question is being thoroughly studied by men who 

are devoting their lives to its solution. The movement is 

3 see introduction to nural sociology vogt rage 6 
4 see outlook august 27, 1910 rage 
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manifested in the activities of religious workers on behalf 

of the country church; in the movement for consolidated 

schools and in the adoption of a school curriculum suited to 

the needs of the community; and in the spread of the commun­

ity center idea "beyond the confines of urban or industrial 
5 

groups. 

Pathological social uonditions pirst recognized 
in uities. 

Pathological social conditions first became evi­

dent in the cities and industrial centers where large num­

bers of people congregated together under abnormal conditions 

and in these places the first efforts 7/ere made to control 

undesirable tendencies, social reformers were attracted to 

the congested centers by the pressure of very obvious needs 

of the slum districts, it was among the outcasts ana pour 

classes of London that Y/illiam sooth began his work in the 
6 

latter part of the 19th century. The University or social 

Settlement which sprang up during this same period was lo­

cated in th e neglected or "problem neighborhoods" of the 
7 

industrial cities. 

The magnitude of the problems which confronted , 

these pioneer workers, together with the lack of knowledge 

b oee Social ourveys of Three Kural Townships in icwa. 
(University of lowa) 

6 larkest England hiic The > vay uut, sooth. 
7 See helsonis Encyclopedia. 
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of conditions outside of their field of observation, tended 

to make them feel that the city constituted the social prob­

lem of our civilization. The thought of a rural problem 

comparable in complexity to the one they were facing in the 

city probably never occurred to them, under the influence 

of the prevailing opinion that the country was free from 

those factors that constituted the peculiar social problems 

of the city, it is but natural that they should assume that 

country life was normal, healthy and progressive. 

unequal Development of country and City Life. 

It is hardly conceivable that two groups of people 

living in environments so different as those prevailing in 

the city and country respectively should participate equally 

in the remarkable progress what has taken place within the 

past fifty years, oome groups lead, others follow. The 

city has always led the way in adopting new ideas, new ways 

of doing things; the country adopts innovations slowly. 

The modern conveniences of home life appearing 

first in the city raised the standard of living in towns 

above that of the open country, in fact in some sections 

of the country the same domestic methods are used as were 

employed fifty years ago. 

Improved school methods were introduced in the 

cities first and the country is slowly following, jjibra-

ries were first established in cities, rhe city abounds 

4 



in facilities for culture, recreation and pleasurable activ­

ities, which are not found in the country. 

As a result the city came to possess advantages 

which the country lacked. The city "became more desirable 

and satisfying to a great number of people, and the past 

fifty years has witnessed a phenomenal increase in the pop­

ulation of cities, as is shov/n b y a few typical urban com­

munities--
8 

ropulation in 1880 1910 

Denver 35,629 213,381 
Kochester 89,UO(J 218,000 
Drovidence 104,000 224,000 
Douisville 123,000 223,000 
Dew Orleans 216,000 329,000 
iiuffalo 155,000 423,000 
Detroit 116,340 465,766 
Omaha 30,518 124,096 

it is idle to attribute this rapid growth of cities to the 

mere whims of people or to the fact that they leave the 

country because of a decline in the stability of their char­

acter. There must be a more fundamental reason for this 

preference for city life. The city mu3t hold out the pros­

pect of satisfying human interests more completely than the 

country. 

8 Thirteenth oensus of united states rop. of oities 
rages 78-99 
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Undesirable Tendencies in Kural i»ife. 

Turning our attention to the country, we find a 

number of facts that are a cause for grave concern for the 

future of the country, m some sections we find abandoned 

farms. These are the result either of vicious farm manage­

ment which has depleted the soil or of economic changes, 

which have made their operation unprofitable, in either 

case the effect is a lowered standard of living, m other 

sections there has been an actual decrease of the rural pop­

ulation. "In six states of the union, uhio, Indiana, Iowa, 

Missouri, Vermont and .Mew Hampshire, the rural population, 

including village population actually decreased in the de-
9 

cade 1900 to 1910". m all sections there has been a drift 

to the cities. The most intelligent and energetic, those 

capable of becoming leaders, answering tne appeal of the 

city, go there to seek their fortunes and as a result the 

country is deprived of the leadership which it needs. This 

is true even of the most prosperous farming districts of 

the middle west. 

The rural church has suffered a period of de­

cline. ±n Missouri there were 750 abandoned churches, in 

Illinois 1750, in uhio 800, according to a report made by 
lu 

Warren Wilson. u. 0. oil! in his studies of church con­

ditions in Tompkins uounty, Jiiew lork, and in Windsor oounty 

Vermont, found that after making allowances for the de-

9 intro. to nurai sociology vogt. rage 151 
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crease of rural population the church attendance in Tompkins 

County fell off more than nineteen per cent 1890-1910 and 
11 

in Windsor County more than twenty-nine per cent 1888-1908. 

The social life of'farming communities is growing 

less. The old time community gatherings have been neglected 

since the advent of the automobile and telephone, but noth­

ing has been developed to take its place. The mental stag­

nation and narrowness that is the result of the lack of 

personal contact and social stimulation is a very serious 

obstacle to rural progress. "Where people do not get to­

gether, ignorance, bigotry, narrowness, suspiciousness, and 

all those qualities that go with provincialism reign".1" 

Tenantry and alien ownership of land is on the 

increase and very little has been done to control land 

speculation, where tenantry prevails, community interests 

suffer, since neither the landlord nor the tenant takes 

any interest in the community. Landlordism has a paralyz­

ing influence on country life, it has been found to be 

universally true that tenants do not take care of buildings 

or keep up improvements, neither do they manage their 

holdings so that the resources of the soil shall be con­

served but in a manner that will yield the largest immedi­

ate net returns. The result is that the potential 

10 Church studies by warren wilson. 
11 will uounty uhurch rage 16 
12 intro. to aural DOC. vog t rage 302 
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resources of the community are depleted. The present lives 

at the expense of the future, likewise the landlord fails 

to provide adequate houses and "barns and thereby forces the 

tenant to a standard of living beiow his own. To the ex­

tent that this policy is followed an efficient country life 

is impossible, landlords are proverbially opposed to public 

and community projects, if we recall that practically all 

forms of agriculture lend themselves readily to tenantry, 

the serious consequences of any great extension of the sys­

tem becomes apparent. 

These tendencies in their interrelations consti­

tute the problems which the rural social reformer has before 

him for solution. 

Heed of a Better Organization of Country Life. 

Study of the open country has indicated the need 

of organization; of greater unity of spirit and action 

among farmers. They need to study their own problems and 

apply themselves to the solution of them, rrobably the 

most marked difference between city and country is with res­

pect to personal contacts and social intercourse, uong dis­

tances between farm homes have tended to keep social inter­

course down to a minimum, it is true that rural isolation 

is being cut down by the telephone, Kural jj'ree Delivery, 

daily newspapers, and other agencies. These have greatly 

8 



facilitated communication, "but something more is needed to 

reorganize rural life on a more satisfactory "basis, some­

thing that will reach across the "barriers of distance and 

bind the individual farmsteads together. The farmers will 

have to organize if they are to meet the demands of chang­

ing conditions successfully. They will have to find some 

means of co-operating, of pooling their resources. 

Community uenters-A Device to urganize uountry i»ife. 

It is to effect the organization that is needed 

to bring about this co-operation that the community center 

is being pushed in rural districts. The community center 

was first employed in cities to develop neighborhood cons­

ciousness and to focus the interests and desires of the peo­

ple of the neighborhood at a logical center. As defined by 

jane Addams in, Twenty Years At Hull nouse, "To provide a 

center for a higher civic and social life, to institute and 

maintain educational and philanthropic enterprises, and to 

investigate and improve the conditions in the industrial 
lo 

districts of Chicago". The purpose of the community center 

is training for citizenship thru the promotion of the spir­

it of the neighborhood, xn this center all the people are 

interested in those interests which are common to all. 

x3 'Twenty rears At Jiull house jane Addams, rage ll£. 
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It is the peoples forum and permanent headquarters for citi­

zenship and neighborly spirit, in it the people come to 

know one another, ana how to make their government work. The 

success of the movement in the cities has led to the exten­

sion of the idea to the small village and open country. 

Though the conscious demand for organized community centers 

is a matter of recent growth, it springs from a realization, 

long felt, that the sympathies and feelings of rural peo­

ple need to be cultivated, to be given the largest possible 

opportunity for development, because of the isolated resi­

dence of the inhabitants and the impossibility of social 

intercourse in connection with the daily work on the farm, 

the community center is more needed in the country than in 

the city. 

The underlying idea is to secure common action 

on the part of those who form a natural group, feople need 

some means of finding themselves, A community center ex­

ists to stimulate the social instinct; to promote the de­

sire to know ones1 neighbors, to co-operate with them and 

to learn from them, it seeks to bring all the social agen­

cies already organized together; to act as a magnet for com­

munity life; to unify the whole community; to make it more 

efficient; to help it find itself. To accomplish this a 

community needs first to study itself, then formulate the 

highest ideals it is capable of and work consistently for 

10 



the attainment of those ideals. 

i\io one can estimate the possibilities of a com­

munity that is pulling together and working toward a consf-

cious end; working out a policy which it has formulated. 

il 
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i'he uommunity center movement. 

The community center movement as an organized 

movement is hardly a decade old. it is the outcome of 

practical experience and study of men and women, who 

have oeen engaged in social work, i'he community center 

is "brought forward as a cure for the tendencies toward 

the formation of lines of caste and unequal progress in 

our civilization, TO most students of sociology these 

tendencies seem to "be destructive. The sponsors of the 

community center movement hope that it will "bring about 

a more perfect unity among the people by drawing them to­

gether and thereby develop like mindedness in the group, 

xt will teach men their rights and duties and how best 

to utilize their resourses-- in short how to live the 

best life. 

I'irst community centers. 

The first real community uenters were the pub­

lic school houses. The ancestor of the community center 

was not the social settlement, but the little red school 

house back home, which in ihe evenings was used for a 

common meeting place for the neighborhood. The use of 

12 



school houses for this purpose, v/hich was universal in 

pioneer days and later fell into disuse, is "being revived. 

Rochester, new jcork was one of the first cities 

ro work out a comprehensive plan for the use of schools 

as recreation centers. They felt the need for a common 

meeting place. Representatives of labor organizations, 

social and civic organizations and city departments or­

ganized a school extension committee which secured funds 

and started a community center in one of the public 

schools. 

Wisconsin took the lead in opening up the school 

houses to the public for civic and recreational purposes, 

under the direction of Jjidward J W ard the univ ersity of 

Wisconsin has developed community centers in Wisconsin 

towns, TO the uni versity of Wisconsin this idea was the 

application of its own principle of "Abandoning old stand­

ards as to the scope of a university and adopting a new 

standard; that the university shall expand to include all 

lines of educational work for which it is the best fitted 

instrument." 

We will now cite the cases of a few typical 

community centers that are in operation at the present 

time. They are from widely separated districts and al­

though no two are exactly alike yet the fundamental idea 

in all is the same. 

13 



spring valley community center. 

j'ire destroyed the only village hall in spring 
14 

valley, Wisconsin,a village of one thousand people. it 

was the only meeting place large enough to accommodate a 

show or popular entertainment, no one ventured to re­

build. AS a result, left without any adequate meeting 

place, social conditions became perplexing and even dan­

gerous. 1'inaliy someone proposed tnat tne village meet 

the emergency by constructing a community building, 

planned for the exclusive use of the public, A petition 

was circulated for a bond issue for a hall to be used for 

social purposes, A special election was held and #5000. 

voted for the purpose, m addition many donations were 

made, xhe village pulled together and put up a good 

building, which contained a kitchen, dining-room, library, 

club rooms and an auditorium, xhe hall was provided with 

steam heat and electric lights, uwnership is vested in 

the village, xhe Village board is the soard of Directors, 

it is the people's building, a community enterprise, in 

building it they have learned what they can do. 

'i'he vast amount of pent up energy released by 

this community enterprise finds outlet in activities that 

14 social Life in the country, World's Work Apr 14, b 614 
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are constructive and progressive, it is used for plays, 

moving pictures, the entertainment course of the extension 

division of the atate University, for banquets, church 

suppers, for nearly every activity of the community that 

calls for a place of gathering. The example of spring Val­

ley is characteristic of an invaluable movement that is 

under way in hundreds of communities throughout the 

country. 

The Tamalpais center for community juife. 

An Association has been formed at warin County, 
lb 

California, just across the bay from san Francisco, which 

promises to mean a great deal in the interest of commun­

ity life to the people in the vicinity of Tamalpais. It 

is called Tamalpais uenter, and the plan is that it shall 

radiate the community social life, organized in turn in­

to uutdoor Sports, rlayground, literary Clubs, wanual 

Training, domestic Science, natural History and the Arts. 

Provision is also made for a nyceum which will provide a 

platform for honest thought. 

Tamalpais center is the result of the interest 

and gifts of a. Kent of Chicago, it consists of twenty-

nine acres of land surrounded by mountain, forest and 

15 Survey c»uly 24, 1909 rage 569 
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sea and is very well suited for the purpose in view, xhe 

whole undertaking is an attempt to solve the problem of 

village life, xhere are a number of towns on that side 

of the bay within easy reach of xamalpais uenter, that 

will be influenced by it. xhe work will be absolutely 

without caste or creed or polities' except as these things 

have to do with the broadest outlook of life and build­

ing up healthy minds and bodies, xt is a center where 

every man can work for the good of all. 

16 
social uenter work In The southwest? 

The community center movement in the southwest 

may be said to date from the southwestern social Center 

uonference held at wallas, xexas in February 1911. jtror 

several years previous xhere had been agitation in favor 

of the movement by farm papers and educators, -at .last 

the time seemed ripe for a general conference, relegates 

representing people from all v/alks of life met in wallas 

and threshed out southernwestern problems, A "great-get-

together15 movement was begun. 

Since that first meeting a systematic campaign 

of education has been waged, rress notices are sent to 

the daily and weekly newspapers, speakers are sent to 

16 bulletin of the univ. of wis. Serial JJJO 497 
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important conventions and teacher's institutes, xhe sub­

ject of social centers has "been kept before practically 

every educator's and farmer*s convention that has met in 

the southwest within recent years. 

The conference in co-operation with the xexas 

federation of women's clubs has published and distributed 

community center literature, it has aided communities in 

placing libraries before the schools, since very few 

schools possess a library this was a very substantial ser­

vice. uver three hundred schools have aided themselves 

by this community plan. 

Some landlords have recognized the social res­

ponsibility involved in ownership and have responded to 

the social center movement, une of the first to respond 

to the community center idea was col R & Smith, owner of 

a two thousand acre estate near oherman, xexas. ne built 

an auditorium and farm families have been using it two or 

three times a week every since, affiliated with the com­

munity center are a local farmer's institute, a boy's 

corn club and a boys hog club, xhe building is used on 

friday evenings for general gatherings, xhe programs 

usually take up some phase of agriculture though very 

often they are more in the nature of a literary lecture 

or a ̂ yceum number, xhis center has been very successful, 

xhe rriday evening audiences fill the house, since the 

17 



Dallas conference, irort wo rth and uouston have opened their 

school buildings to the public for social uses and com­

munity centers have been started in fifteen other xexas 

counties. 

In the mosquito lands of south xexas, Bee 

county with Miss i.ida Daugherty in the capacity of county 

superintendent, has taken a lead in social center work. 

The new school buildings are being built with an eye to 

the future. They are planned for community gatherings. 

Miss Daugherty has inaugurated a country xiyceum with five 

attractions. 

fuleta, a small village in this county has a 

high school with Agricultural and .Domestic Science de­

partments. xhis high school gives extension courses in 

Domestic science for farmer's wives within a twenty mile 

radius, other country high schools are being organized 

along the same line, miss Daugherty herself has given 

stereopticon lectures in the district school houses, 

she has organized in every school district a boy'-s hog 

and corn club, and a girl-s sewing and cooking club, 

she has organized a number of country women-s clubs, 

which are doing a great deal in spreading social uenter 

thought, ohe wrote in 1911, "We now have seven hun­

dred books in our schools, a year ago we didnt have any. 

we have five jj'arm and itanch libraries and it is my ambi­

tion to put one in every school, uur people are at the 

18 



point where it is easy to organize social centers, i 

dare make this statement: that we have more entertain­

ments to the square inch than any other county in xexas". 

The social uenter .and welfa re uommunity work 
uf The xiasalle--reru--ugleshy center.*1-''' 

Since iviarch 1914 the nasalle reru Township nigh 

School has attempted through its social uenter department 

to provide for the tov/nship of 28,000 people, healthful 

and rational recreation of all sorts through the wider 

use of a large and well equipped nigh school plant. & 

real uommunity uenter for all the people is the ideal 

set. Though the work to date has partaken rather of that 

of a recreation center, the other lines of community work 

are not neglected. The work of the uenter includes sduca' 

tional uonventions, warmer-s short uourses, scientific 

and literary xiectures, uoncerts, xiramatic rerformances, 

neighborhood ulubs, and any other legitimate social 

activity. 

.From the start the aim has "been first and fore­

most to interest the children and young people of the 

township, that is to lay especial emphasis upon adoles­

cent and juvenile activities and only secondarily on 

17 extracts from a heport by the uasalle-reru Township 
high school. 
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those of adults, AS a matter of fact, however, the older 

folks have in no wise suffered from a lack of approplate 

activities although considerable less supervision and 

leadership have been afforded them. The co-operation of 

the older men has been splendid. The business and pro­

fessional men have given the movement both material and 

moral support. 

in uctober 1918, the hon. $ u Matthiessen sub­

mitted a proposition to the Township .board of education 

in which he offered as a gift certain real estate and 

the sum of #75,000.00 for a recreation building to be 

run in connection with the Township high school and to 

serve as a community center. The Township -board was to 

maintain the work, it was also stipulated that the town­

ship was to vote a bond issue of #25,000.00 for high 

school improvements and by a public election to declare 

its willingness to support the center. The T>oard immedi­

ately took action and the election resulted in the almost 

unanimous acceptance of the proposition. The plans pro­

vided for a recreation building, for many improvements in 

the main building, including a large auditorium and other 

needed facilities. 

The principal feature of the hecreation building 

is the cyranasium, which is oo x IQS feet, and contains 

a playing space for basket ball-70 x 55 feet. Above this 

20 



floor is a balcony which is used both for spectators and 

a running track, xhe swimming pool which is 60 x 25 feet 

is in the bas ement, jiere also are the shower baths and 

lockers. 

The organizations outside of the immediate 

school group are an important feature of the uommunity 

uenter work, neing composed of older people and having 

other purposes in view than recreation, their development 

has been slower, xhe young men of the three towns have 

organized a ulee ulub with headquarters at the social cen­

ter. xt really acts as a community olub and its services 

are available at all public gatherings. The xoung Men's 

Club is composed entirely of young men from the neighbor­

hood end has over thirty members. This organization is 

the old neighborhood gang who are now applying their ef­

forts to athletic and club activities, xhe social worker's 

Club studies local problems and secures speakers from 

other cities. 

The need of a complete and efficient health de­

partment for nasalle, Peru and uglesby is supplied in the 

xri-oity hygienic institute, xhe expense would have been 

too great for any one of the cities to do it alone, but 

through co-operation they did it easily, xhe institute 

is housed in a building near the nigh school uenter. 

ulose co-operation is maintained with the nigh school and 
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the work is practically coextensive with that of the 

social uenter, covering as it does the two townships of 

jjasalle and rem. 

ihe foregoing outline of typical social centers 

gives some idea of what is characteristic of the purposes 

and scope of nural social centers and Community work that 

is being carried on in t he united states at the present 

time, xhese centers are past the experimental stage and-

the work that they are doing is constructive and per­

manent. xi.s an institution for meeting the demands of the 

changing social order the Community oenter is full of 

promise in that it will unify society and bring about co­

operation between all classes. 
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Agenda community A Center in The 
rrocess of development. 

introduction. 

The following study of agenda community is hased 

on a social survey of Elk creek township made "by the 

author with the help of others mentioned in the foreword. 

Elk creek is the southeast township of republic 

county. Agenda is the only village in the township, it 

is situated a little to the northwest of the center. 

There are four other small towns within easy reach of the 

community; cuba seven miles northeast; uayne five miles 

west; olyde eight miles southeast and urantford about 

five miles northeast, xhe country is rolling prairie. 

Alk Creek flows through it from northwest to sout heast, 

xhe geological formation is juakota sandstone. The north 

one-third is very hilly with outcroppings of limestone, 

xhis soil is very fertile and has high moisture retaining 

qualities, xhe soil in the valley produces excellent 

crops. 
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History And development. 

The first settlement in what is now Hlk Creek 

township was made in 1868. m that year a score of fam­

ilies took up homesteads and began the struggles of 

pioneer life. xear by year new settlers arrived and join­

ed their fortunes with their predecessors in the virgin 

valley of jiilk Creek. 

In 1871 a township organization was effected and 

an election held in the Spring of 1872 determined the per­

sonnel of the first official body in the township, uf 

these first settlers one still is living in the township. 

The early years of the settlement were strenuous 

ones in every respect that pioneer life is strenuous. 

There were the hard struggles incident to life in an un­

developed country, the difficult means of transportation 

and communication made more serious by long distances, 

nailroad facilities were far away, a journey to the near­

est station meant danger and suffering. The streams were 

without bridges. They had no home conveniences and very 

little farm machinery. They were ignorant of the adapta­

bility of the country and what crops could be raised to 

advantage. There were no schools or churches, every­

thing that ministers to the wants of civilized man had to 

be provided for; everything had to be created as it was 
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needed. 

The early settlers also had the Indians to con­

tend with, xhe nedskins stole cattle and plundered. The 

settlers had to organize for protection.of property and 

life, and co-operation in all forms of activity was a 

positive necessity. 

The steady influx of settlers added rapidly to 

the population and con tributed to the social resources of 

the community, resides increasing the number of residents, 

the growth of the population occasioned a demand for those 

institutions which the pioneers of nansas established, 

almost universally, at the earliest possible opportunity, 

the school and the "meeting house", no sooner did the 

pioneer Aansan provide a shelter for his family and live­

stock than he turned his hand to provide for the education 

of his children, xhough crude and inefficient compared 

with our standards, these first schools served the needs 

of the people quite effectively, ror many years the 

school house was the meeting place of the religious bodies 

in the community, m later years two churches were built 

one west of the present site of Agenda and one in the 

village of Agenda. 

The life that developed in this environment was 

thoroughly democratic. Among the early settlers there 
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were no class distinctions, une person was as good as 

another. ho one had more than the other. All associated 

together on terms of equality. j.n this fertile soil a 

splendid type of social life developed that has not "been 

equaled since.' without organization or formality the peo­

ple mingled together in simple neighborhood parties, com­

munity picnics, literary societies and church services, 

hach participated in the life of the group and benefited 

thereby. They helped each other with their farm work. 

The spirit of co-operation and interdependence persisted 

as long as primitive farm methods prevailed. 

With the building of the hock island railway 

through the township in 1887, a new era opened, hew mar­

kets were made accessible to the region and a revolution 

in the type of farming took place, A more diversified 

farming came into existence, hitherto it had been unprof­

itable to raise grain that had to be hauled a long dis­

tance to market in wagons over abominable roads, They 

raised stuff that could walk out of the country on its 

own feet, uattle raising predominated. 

situation Trior TO The uommunity oenter Movement. 

The mixed farming that was taken up proved more 

profitable. The one crop system is uncertain in that it 

is subject to frequent failures where rainfall is 
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uncertain. The mixed farmer hardly ever has a bad year. 

About this same time the introduction of improved machin­

ery tended toward specialization of industry on farms. 

Those crops were raised which were most suited to cli-

maticeconditions and which could be most easily handled. 

The period following was one of prosperity. with 

the accumulations of the -previous years as capital the 

farmers were in a position to begin to make money. ±n a 

short time some of the more successful had accumulated 

more wealth than their neighbors. They "built finer 

houses and drove a fancy team or later perhaps purchased 

an automobile. They began "putting on airs". This was 

the beginning of class distinctions, reople became more 

individualistic and less dependent on their neighbors for 

help. The well-to-do got the idea that they were better 

and more intelligent than their poorer neighbors, and 

were not backward in assuming an attitude that plainly 

indicated their feelings. The less successful found them­

selves shut out in the cold. 

This social cleavage, based on wealth, worked a 

blighting effect on all community enterprises, it was 

most noticeaoie in church and social activities. The 

formation of class lines broke up the old neighborhood 

social life. The day when everyone was welcome in every 

home and at every meeting was over, reople began to 

choose their associates with care and looked beyond the 

27 



confines of their neighborhood or limited their inter­

course to a constantly narrowing group, They have come 

at last to be without social inclinations. The feeling 

that brought about class cleavage has also decreased their 

genuine sociability. They had no desire to mingle in 

social relationships with people outside of their clique. 

The result has been that the purely social and 

recreational life of hlk creek township is reduced to a 

minimum. The fourth of duly picnic is no more. This 

big neighborhood affair, which used to be a great factor 

in the life of the country side is a very rare occurrence 

now. The neighborhood party where all kinds of games were 

played does not have the vogue it formerly enjoyed. In 

some parts of the township there has not been a social 

party for two years. 

The effect upon organized religion has also been 

destructive. Twenty years ago there were religious ser­

vices in several of the school houses. Today there are 

none, as one woman said when asked what church she be­

longed to, "I used to belong to the united .brethren, but 

the church has gone away and left me". The same can be 

said of xresbyterian and congregational classes that 

formerly held services in school houses. Their abandon­

ment is certainly due in a large measure to the half­

hearted support of a class conscious membership. 

.before agenda was located there was a Methodist 
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Protestant church one and one half miles west of the 

present site of Agenda. After Agenda was started the 

Methodist episcopal people erected a church in the village. 

AS the village grew it "became obvious that there were ad­

vantages in having a church centrally located, so the 

Methodist rrotestant people moved their church into the 

village though without some opposition, AS one resident 

who lived near the church said, ilwe all used to go to 

church, my father gave one-hundred dollars to it. i 

guess it was all right to move it to town but they have 

been fighting ever since." it is clear that its removal 

was the cause of more or less hard feelings. 

with two churches in the village there began a 

period of bickering and quarreling, The two churches were 

rivals for members. The place was not large enough to 

support two churches properly. They did not grow but 

fell into a religious competition. They could not afford 

resident pastors, sumeone from the outside who already 

had more than he could do came on alternate Sundays and 

held services. soth churches used this plan. Much bitter­

ness was caused on occasions when either of the churches 

disregarded the others preaching day and held services in 

their own church, each congregation v/as jealous of the 

membership of the others' Sunday school, christian en­

deavor and other activities. This church strife divided 

the social life of the entire community with respect to 
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those activities which required the support of tnose not 

affiliated with either factor. 

ouch in "broad outline were the conditions exist­

ing in iilk ureek township prior to the uommunity uenter 

movement at .agenda which began in the form of a federated 

church movement. 

Movement Toward federation of uhurches. 

The first real step in the community movement 

was an agreement between the Methodist rrotestant and Meth­

odist episcopal churches with respect to which should 

have preaching services on the odd o unaays of the month 

and which should have the even bun days. This agreement 

was observed by both sides. The next step showed a begin­

ning of toleration, it was not studied but a spontaneous 

movement, certain individuals of both groups began at­

tending the preaching service of the other and later as­

sisted in the choir and with the collections and socials. 

The social factor exerted a strong pull to bring them 

together. Then followed an attempt to hold union Sunday 

School services. These were held one bunday at the Meth­

odist Protestant church and the next ounday at the Meth­

odist episcopal church alternating with and accompanying 

the preaching service. Methodist Protestant song books 

and literature were used at the Methodist rrotestant 
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church and Methodist Episcopal "books and literature at 

the Methodist Episcopal church. Mach Sunday school had 

its own officers and teachers. 

T'he disadvantages of this method led to the use 

of the same ounday School literature at hoth churches and 

the election of a common superintendent ana corps of 

teachers, thereby doing away with the duplication of offi­

cers. The fraternal spirit was manifested in all relig-

ians and social work as far as possible. They divided 

the honors. 

The next step was a union Sunday school held at 

the same church ^unday after Dunday. une Sunday school 

organization served both congregations and it met in the 

same church continuously, uut each congregation main­

tained its own preaching services at its ov/n church on 

alternate Sundays according to the old plan. The success 

of the union Sunday school naturally suggested the ques­

tion; «vhy can't we have a union Churchr Why can't we 

arrange to have one pastor for both congregations and 

hold services ounday after ounday in the one church just 

as we do our ounday school? \te could then afford to have 

a full time resident man who would be a part of our soc­

ial life. 

The proposition was agitated and discussed and 

the final outcome was that plans for federation were 

formulated, it was found impossible to arrange to have 
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a regular pastor for either of the churches so they ad­

vertised for a pastor to take charge of a federated move­

ment. ±n the meantime they secured speakers who were 

familiar with such movements and in sympathy with them. 

The bunday school continued to grow without the 

oversight of a pastor, it grew so large that the one 
r 

"building was not sole to accommodate it, and had to be 

divided. The primary department was established in the 

other "building. The teen age boys and girls and the 

adults remained in the first building. The primary de­

partment joined the others for the closing exercises. 

Other things shaped themselves for the final 

step in federation. The success of the ounday school it­

self was compelling. The .articles of irederation were sub­

mitted to the membership of the two churches and then to 

other professing christians in the community. They wore 

signed by a good strong majority. These articles were 

very liberal and comprehensive, .among other things they 

provided for eight directors who compose the church board. 

These were to be elected two from the Methodist rrotest-

ant congregation, two from the Methodist episcopal, two 

from other prefessing christians, who helc their member­

ship elsewhere,and two from the group not belonging to 

any church, but citizens of good standing in the commun­

ity. The board was empowered to employ and dismiss the 
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pastor. 

The first pastor was employed in 1916. nt the 

end of the year he was dismissed. The reason given "being 

that he did not fit into the social life of the community, 

ne lacked the vision of what a Community uenter is and 

the common touch of humanity, xhe present pastor is es­

pecially fitted for work in a federated church. He has 

the "breadth of vision and the tact which the delicacy of 

the position demands, xhe church is now allied with all 

the worthwhile social interests of the community and the 

people are coming to feel that it is a community church. 

The Agenda itural nigh school. 

Another feature that shows the existence of a 

community spirit in the township is the nural nigh school. 

The Agenda nural nigh school is a product of the community 

center movement, it reflects the desire of the people 

for education, it is an example of what the people have 

done as a community. 

The need for higher education had long been felt. 

The value of more specialized training than that afforded 

by the grade schools was recognized by all. most parents 

hope and wish that their children will be better equipped 

for life than they themselves were and recognize the fact 

that in this age education is a necessity. Therefore 
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they are anxious to have good schools as near their 

homes as possible. The residents of nlk creek Township 

and -agenda, especially felt the need of a nigh ochool 

very keenly, because of the distance to other nigh schools, 

it is seventeen miles to nelleville, six miles to cuba, 

eight miles to clyde. ^ost parents could not afford to 

send their children away to school, uaany would go if 

there were a nigh ochool in Agenda. consequently there 

was a real demand for a nigh ochool. 

The campaign for a nigh ochool resulted in the 

organization of the Agenda nural nigh ochool in 1916. 

it was not accomplished without considerable opposition 

and hard feelings at the time, out now most of those who 

opposed it bitterly are enthusiastic supporters for the 

simple reason that their children are going to school 

there and they are finding out what an asset it is to the 

community. 

The nigh ochool district embraces all of JSlk 

ureek Township and one section in crant Township to the 

west. The district coincides with the trade territory 

of agenda, it is not an -agenda institution but be longs 

to the whole district, it does however help to focus the 

interests of the people on -agenda as a community center, 

ihe present noard of directors is made up of two farmers 

and one village man. 
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The Rural High School At Agenda Aan3a3. 

The uigh ochool building is well 3uited to pres­

ent needs but an addition will soon have to oe made if 

the present rate of increase continues, it is a two-

story building, un th e second floor is the auditorium, 

two recitation rooms and three rooms used for laboratory 

purposes, besides the office, library and cloak-rooms. 

The assembly room is so situated that by rolling back 

the partitions separating them the two class-rooms, one 

on either side, may be thrown into one with the assembly 
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hall. Tiiis gives ample room for public programs and lec­

tures. The manual Training and agriculture departments 

are on the ground floor. T'ive rooms in all are used for 

laboratory purposes. 

j'rora the beginning it was determined that the 

course of study should be one that would fit the graduate 

for life first and only secondarily for c ollege, it was 

desired to improve the life of the community, to fit th e 

students for the life around them. with this purpose in 

view the authorities of the school built up a course in­

tended primarily to fit students for farm life. Agricul­

ture and related subjects are required of all boys and 

domestic ocience of all girls. English, nistory, math­

ematics, rolitical ocience, oociology and Economics are 

taught from a community standpoint, rarm shop as suited 

to the needs of the farm boy rather than the technical 

aspects of manual Training are emphasized, m doraestice 

ocience the girls are taught to use the Kind of equipment 

that they will be likely to have in their own homes. 

An attempt is being made to make the .agenda 

icural nigh ochool a real factor in the life of the com­

munity. during the past year over fifty samples of seed 

corn were tested by the Agriculture classes, for farmers 

of the community, and over one-hundred sampxes of milk 

were given the oabcock test, A large number of farmers 

£6 



are availing themselves of the opportunity of having milk 

from individual cows tested so that the unprofitable ones 

may be culled from the herd. 

i'he influence of the nigh school reaches out 

througii the ̂ ecture tourse, school entertainments, rro-

grams and athletic activities. The aeeture course was 

well attended and yielded a profit which goes to the libra­

ry fund, rlays and xrograms draw crowds from the remote 

corners of the township and ev en from beyond, A patriotic 

program this spring brought out a record breaming crowd. 

The nigh school quartette frequently appears at Aurai 

school programs and box socials. 

every year the High school hoids a Tracic and 

irieia ^eet for the nurai schools of the community. The 

nigh school students act as officials. competition is 

very keen, over one-nundred ana fifty students partici­

pating in a single meet. The annual meet is very popular 

and tends to weld the people of the community together, 

it brings many students to the nigh School who have learn­

ed to like it for the interest it takes in the itural 

Schools. 

The Agenda Rural High School is helping to devel­

op a community consciousness that will lead the people to 

work together. Through its influence the people are be­

coming less individualistic, rheir children are going 

there to school and their interests will center there more 
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and more. They speak of it as "our school". The essent­

ially community spirit of the enterprise is shown "by the 

display of the Agenda Community service JKLag in the front 

window of the building. 

The Agenda community commercial club. 

A movement of very recent origin, which shows 

clearly that the community spirit is making headway among 

the people is the organization of the Agenda Community 

Commercial club. The object of the organization is to 

boost agenda and Alk Creek xownship from a community stand­

point. it will support every enterprise that will be ben­

eficial to the community as a whole, it is organized 

strictly on a community basis which in this case means that 

anyone in the township may be a member. ±he leaders det-

sire to have as many farmers in the club as possible, it 

already has ninety members. 

tfrowth Of Community spirit. 

The leaders in agenda community now are definite­

ly planning with a community Center in view. when the 

spirit of toleration first began to bear fruit in the 

33 



disposition of some of the people to overlook sectarian 

differences and work for the good of religion in the com­

munity, no one thought of a community Center, xhey had 

in mind, rather, the solution of the church problem, nut 

the church problem proved to be a c ommunity problem and 

in solving it the whole community had to co-operate. This 

was the germ of the movement. Then a few got the vision 

ana started after a nigh School. The discussion and agi­

tation required to get it opened the eyes of a few more 

people to the possibilities of community action. And 

finally in the commercial club we have a group of men def­

initely committed to the principle of community action, 

of building up a oocial Center and solving the problems 

of better living through co-operation. 
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oocial conditions ivnd Activies in Agenda Community. 

(Additional Data if'rom xhe Survey, ) 

7/e will next take note of some of the data se­

cured of conditions and resources as they exist in the 

community today, and consider them in their relation to 

the community center movement in Agenda. 

economic. 

ifilk creek 1'ownship is a rural community and will 

he for years to come barring the discovery of oil* or 

some other natural resource, xhe economic basis of the 

growth of the community is the soil. Men in Agenda there 

are no enterprises that are not dependent entirely on the 

farm community for support, m short, as was discussed 

in the preceding chapter the township is a purely agricul­

tural community in the fertile iilk Creek valley. 

* At the time this survey was made they were drilling for 
oil on a location one mile west of the township line, 
according to reports the prospects were good. 
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Ownership And Tenantry. 

Of the 16b householders interviewed, 111 owned 

their homes and 57 are renters. A larger proportion of 

farmers are renters than of villagers, uf the farmers 

74 are owners and 47 renters, of the latter 61 are owners 

and 10 renters, practically all the land is owned by peo­

ple living in the township, so the question of alien own­

ership does not enter, ^any of the renters are children 

of the owners. 

T'arrn Products. 

Aixed farming is carried on. The soil is adapt­

ed to a great variety of crops but failures are frequent 

owing to the irregularity of the rainfall. xheat and 

corn are the staple crops. wheat seldom fails entirely, 

and has been the leader in the past. The short crops of 

the past two seasons, however, has led to an increase in 

the acreage of corn, oorn does well on the lime soil in 

the northern part of the township. Alfalfa is raised ex­

tensively and is a profitable crop, republic uounty is 

one of the leading alfalfa producers in the state, uats, 

barley and sorghums are raised on a smaller scale, uive 

stock is an important item. The live stock interests are 

represented by horses, cattle and hogs. 
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i'arm Methods. 

The methods of farming are similar to those used 

in Kansas generally. Scientific methods have not "been 

introduced, no commercial fertilizers are used, but 

practically all the stable manure is spread over the fields. 

Une vicious practice of landlords is to require a certain 

amount of land to be sown to wheat. This often works a 

hardship on the renter. The practice, if long continued, 

will impoverish the soil, carelessness in handling farm 

machinery is very evident. The farmer who has a machine 

shed is an exception and not the rule. The common occur­

rence was to find the machinery scattered about the yard, 

and in some cases in the field where it was last used the 

season before, TO allow expensive machinery to lie out 

in the weather is a costly proceeding. 

Agenda As A Market. 

Agenda is ideally located to secure the trade of 

the township, resides having a central location, it has 

the reputation of being the best grain market in the vicin-

it. The trade map of Agenda shows that all the farmers 

of lilk creek Township sell their grain there, resides 

many from outside the township bring their grain to the 

mills and elevators, rrices range from two to five cents 
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per "bushel more for wheat and corn than in the nearby mar­

kets of uuba and ulyde, which is due to the fact that the 

Agenda dealers can and are willing to do business on a 

smaller mergin of profit, AS a consequence Agenda is 

known as a good business place and her merchants are en­

joying a good trade. This feature is an important factor 

in community enterprises and qualifies Agenda as the log­

ical center for Alk Creek Township. 

The natural resources of the region are of such 

a character* as to furnish a good physical basis for a pro­

gressive society, rrom an economic standpoint the people 

are well situated, and have reached a place where they are 

able to provide for a richer, more satisfying life than 

has as yet been achieved, A greater ec onomic return and 

a higher standard of living is possible through improved 

methods of farm management and the application of science 

to agriculture. This can be done through co-operation 

with the extension division of the state Agricultural 

college. 

There is no organized co-operation among the 

farmers, unly six memoers of a warmer's union were found 

and they belonged to a union outside the township. The 

lack of co-operation is a serious drawback to the econom­

ic, as well as, the other interests in the community, A 

movement should be made to establish a Grange or some 
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similar organization, ouch a society would be not only 

a source of profit but would minister to the educational 

and social wants as well. 

schools m Township. 

There are six public grade schools wholly or in 

part within the township not counting the graded school 

in Agenda. All parts of the township are within easy 

reach of a school, except the northeast one-third, where 

the distance between schools is greater than in the other 

parts. 

enrollment And Attendance. 

The total enrollment for the six schools during 

the past year was 141; the average enrollment was 23. 

The largest number in one school was 35 and the smallest 

12. The figures on attendance were not secured, but the 

teachers reported that the attendance was excellent; only 

occasionally is a boy kept home to v/orh, and then only in 

an emergency. They also testified that practically all 

children of school age were in school, remale teachers 

are employed exclusively. They are all young ladies, 

whose preparation consists of nigh school and normal train­
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ing. none have had any special training in rural prob­

lems. ft was not learned how long the teachers had "been 

employed in the various districts, but at least three have 

held their present positions longer than one year. The 

salaries paid ranged from $45.00 to $75.00 per month and 

averaged y50.00 for the six schools. The highest paid 

teacher has had several years experience. 

school nouses nnd equipment. 

The school houses are of the conventional one 

room "box-car type1', TOUT are comparatively new. une 

v/as built in 1916 to replace the old one destroyed by a 
\ 

tornado, TWO are very old buildings. Three have entry-

ways and cloakrooms. This type of building is proverb­

ially hard to light and ventilate properly, uross 

lights from windows opposite each other are a bad feature. 

Two of the schools have a basket ball court and teeter-

boards. The rest have no play equipment whatever, no 

attempt has been made in any instance to beautify the 

school grounds, xn the matter of libraries some of the 

schools are up to standard. Three meet the requirements 

of the otate ^oard of education for a standard library. 

une has no books beyond a dictionary and an out of date 

encyclopedia and perhaps a chart. The number of books 

of the remainder varied from 27 to 100. 
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uo-operation between schools and rarents. 

The teachers were unanimous in saying that the 

ochool .boards gave them hearty co-operation and support, 

as one teacher expressed it, "They've given me all i 

asked for", a teacher with a Bohemian constituency 

stated that the Bohemians are very anxious to have their 

children go to sc hool. *;uo one can say uohunk to me any­

more", she said, uounty and state ofiicials visit the 

schools and make rec ommendations for improvements, which 

are generally acted upon favorably. rhe attitude of the 

local boards is to make improvements as fast as they feel 

able to.do so. it must be stated, however, that the aver­

age country school board does not have an adequate notion 

of what improvements are needed. They are inclined to let 

well enough alone. 

The number who do not finish the eighth grade 

is not as large as it formerly was. unly a very few now 

leave school without a diploma, and they are growing less, 

une girl six-teen years oia saia she was "crazy for school", 

but her folks needed her at home, and now she doesn't care 

to go back, A boy jus t past the compulsory age, living 

within a mile of agenda was out of school and seemed to 

be glad of it. evidently his parents are responsible. 

AS stated oefore the children who fail to finish school 
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as well as, those of school age who do not attend are the 

exception, hut there should not he any. i^very parent 

should he made to realize the fundamental importance of 

education hoth for the individual child and the welfare 

of the neighborhood. 

consolidation. 

Several years ago an attempt was made to secure 

consolidation of the aural schools, une of the buildings 

had heen destroyed hy a storm and the t ime for such a move­

ment seemed quite opportune, uut the people were not 

ready for it. i'he chief obstacle in the way of consolida­

tion is the transportation problem, it will remain an ob­

stacle until good roads are provided so tha t auto trucks 

may be used, A primary teacher in the Agenda school said, 

that a consolidated school would be good for the older 

children, but the little folks could be taught best in 

separate schools, A rural teacher said, that there were 

advantages and disadvantages; that the country child will 

lose something through consolidation, she contends that 

country children have more respect for the teacher than 

city children, and are easier to discipline, consolida­

tion will probably carry in the near future. The leaders 

in the community favor it. if not complete consolidation, 
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partial consolidation -and re districting of the township 

could he done to good advantage. 

Agenda tirade school. 

The grade school at Agenda is a new building of 

two rooms, thoroughly up-to-date, it is not large enough, 

however, to accommodate the children now attending. The 

past term there were 80 pupils. The overcrowding makes 

it impossible to deal with backward children or repeaters. 

Two teachers comprise the teaching staff. A third is need­

ed t o bring the school up to standard. The library con­

tains 2UO volumes of high grade books. xhe school also 

has a victrola and forty records. The playground is a 

half acre plot, which is entirely too small for eighty 

children, xhe only play apparatus is a basket ball court. 

The school tried out a new plan for the closing 

three weeks of the year, it is half day sessions. The 

2d, 3d, 7th, and Oth grades attend school in the fore­

noon, and the 5th, 6th, 1st and 4th in the afternoon. 

With this plan only two grades are in a room at the same 

time. ihey expect to do intensive work the half day they 

are in school and thereby eliminate sleepy, listless 

scnool work, it v/ill also give the children time for club 

gardens. 
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Agenda nigh School. 

ideation has already been made of the work of the 

high School, it will suffice here to mention the univer­

sity lecture course that will be put on under the auspices 

of the nigh School, xhe lecture course is a part of the 

extension division of the university of iiansas. xhe 

Course is composed of five high class numbers, it is 

given absolutely without profit to the unive rsity at a 

cost to the local community of approximately ̂ 200.00. Al­

ready 250 people have promised to support the course. 

This is a feature of public education that needs to be 

emphasized in a community like Agenda. it is a very 

effective way of reaching the adult population, and can 

be used to advance any propoganda for community progress. 

This is a legitimate field for the u niversity and Agricul­

ture college. 

home libraries. 

in regard to the number of books in the homes, 

it was found that the number per family was rather low. 

rfhen it is taken into consideration that school books were 

included, the number is surprisingly low. some, when 

asked about the number of books replied point bla nk that 
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they didn't have any, or just a few story hooks, many 

people in the community would read more hooks if they were 

available, reference was made to one family, who had a 

considerable number of books, to the effect that their 

books were loaned out among the neighbors all the time. 

The need of a library at Agenda is obvious. 

in the township <58 families had less than 10 

books; 39 families from 10 to 25; 41 families from 25 to 

100; and 17 families more than 100. TWO reported 500. 

Among the families who reported more than 100 books, there 

was Usually an exschool•teacher. 

It was not learned what pa pers* and magazines 

are read. An old resident said, "The farmers read the 

newspapers and are as well posted on curre nt topics as the 

average town man, but they do not take to books. i think 

the generation that is growing up no?/ will do more reading 

than their fathers." Some say they don't read any, that 

they are too tired at night to read, uthers claim it is 

all they can do to read the papers, une farmer stated 

that he studies the iiiail and freeze, and derives great 

benefit from it in his farming operations. 
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jKeligious. 

The religious situation in Agenda community is 

not complicated by the presence of an excess number of 

organized churches. The federated uhurch of Agenda is at 

present the only organized religious body in the township. 

The organizations that in years past met in the country 

school houses have disbanded because of lack of support, 

as was shown in the preceding chapter, leaving the fed­

erated uhurch a clear field, without a competitor. 

The plant of the federated ohurch consists of 

the two buildings formerly occupied by the Methodist Apis-

copal and methodist irotestant churches, uoth buildings 

are used in the Sunday school work and even with this ex­

pedient they are cramped for room, rreaching services 

are hild in the larger building, but it is too small when 

the weather is fair and large crowds come out. The church 

is growing fast and requires more room. An up-to-date 

church plant is needed very much. with more room and 

equipment it could be organized as efficiently as an up-

to-date city church. 

denominations. 

The denominational distribution is set forth in 

the following table, 
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Denomin- upen 
ations. Agenda village country. 

Hone 13 46 
Q u 2 
MP 3 
P uflL 1 
D lief 1 
Fed 16 14 
Oath 3 10 
l»uth 1 4 
s Luth 1 * 
Pvang. 1 
Hap. 2  
ch. 2 
a com. 2 
M A 3 
Pres. 3 
c niiss 7 

Fifteen sects are represented. Fifty-nine 

families have no church affiliations, m regard to the 

number of denominations represented there is considerable 

difference between the village and t he country. Pleven 

different sects have members in the village, and only sev­

en in the country, if sectarianism is an obstacle in the 

way of church federation then the task of bringing the 

rural population into the federated church should on the 

face of these figures, be much easier than in the case of 

the village. 

Activities. 

The preaching services and the Sunday school are 

the most important activities of the church. The pastor 



gives his entire time to the work of the church. There 

is a midweek prayer service and a iiadies aid society, a 

Christian endeavor has "been developed " by the young people, 

•rhere is also a church choir. The uhristian fndeavor pro­

vides for most of the social activities in connection with 

the church. The "boys of the community have a x>oy- s scout 

organization. The pastor of the federated uhurch is their 

leader. The hoys under twelve are in a wood urafter•s 

uluo, which is taking up garden work. 

Obstacles. 

The chief obstacle to the success of the feder­

ated uhurch in Agenda is the indefference,of a large num­

ber to the movement, .uany of the country people, it seems, 

do not understand what the federated uhurch is trying to 

do. A man, living not more than two miles from Agenda, 

when asked what he thought of the community movement said, 

that he didn't know any thing about it and wasnlt interest­

ed. .another said, "feople used to go to church a great 

deal, nowadays scarcely anyone goes except on special 

occasions, something is wrong but i don;t know what it 

is. There has been trouble ever since they built the 

second church at Agenda." 

"Oh, I belong to the i;±sig uhurch" was the reply 
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of a great number who have no church affiliations, it 

was spOiien with respect and s ometimes shamefacedly, it 

seemed as though they felt that the church has something 

good which perhaps they lack and ought to have, what these 

people need is to he made to realize that the church needs 

them and their help; that in helping the church they are 

allowing a deepseated desire of their nature to he satis­

fied, and that association in religious activity is perfect­

ly natural. 

xhere.are a few who are not satisfied with the 

church as it is organized at present, une men is opposed 

to the federated church "because the nethodist rrotestant 

and nethodist episcopal people keep their organizations 

intact and send their contributions to their own boards." 

he would have them ''drop their old organiz ations entirely 

and unite in a new body without any outside connections. 

however, most of the people who really understand the sit­

uation are favorably disposed toward federation. They 

feel that it will be a fine thing if the people work to­

gether "wholeheartedly. 

An element in the community that may cause 

trouble at any time is a small group of holiness people, 

while they are not in a position to exert much influence 

they are regarded as potential trouble makers, if they 

are not antagonized and are kept out of positions of 
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power, they will soon disappear as a factor in religious 

life, This sect stands for excitement with little ethical 

content, rheir emotionalism is disapproved of "by the maj­

ority of people. 

The church leaders are planning to erect a new 

"building as soon as conditions will warrant the undertak­

ing. They have in view an up-to-date plant with ample ac­

commodations for all the ouriaay school classes and a gym­

nasium, and equipment for social affairs. 

The big job of the church in Agenda is to get 

in touch with ever;/ person who is not now actively associ­

ated with some other church, TO accomplish this, it will 

have to do constr uctive work, it may find it necessary 

to emphasize some things not usually considered as legit­

imate church work, it should stimulate every desirable 

interest in the community, if it can teach the people how 

to farm better; if it can enrich their social life; if it 

can educate the people along lines of better living, and 

do these things in the name of religion, there can be no 

doubt of its success as a church, or of its accomplishments 

for religion in Agenda community. 



Social And recreational. 

The residents of jjilk creek Township depend al­

most entirely on Agenda and surrounding towns for recre­

ation and amusement, occasionally programs are given "by 

the rural schools, hut these are mostly annual affairs. 

The village it seems has usurped the function of provid­

ing amusement. The social life of the country folk is 

not full enough to satisfy normal human demands. ,J-'hey 

are so much taken up with their daily work that they neg­

lect social intercourse with their neighbors, neighbor­

hood and group picnics are a thing of the past, instead 

of having a neighborhood celebration on the fourth of July 

the people go to uuba or Clyde or elsewhere, neighbor­

hood parties are also very rare, m some parts of the 

township as long a time as a year passes without a real 

social party, AS a result the opportunity for social 

intercourse among the farmers is restricted, neighbors 

do not get acquainted as they might. They do not really 

know each other or how to sympathize with each other. 

The effect of the curtailment of social opportunities is 

that, that they have become stubbornly independent and 

suspicious anc are averse to co-operation. 

AS near as could be learned there are no 

country baseball teams, such as were a feature of country 

life a generation ago. no other recreational games are 
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played to any extent except in connection with the High 

school, xhe social life of the nigh ochool students in­

directly affects the parents and is an opportunity the 

teachers should improve. 

Dancing. 

Dancing is popular among the .Bohemians in the 

north and west parts of the township, but is frowned upon 

by the oweaes, .vno are grouped in the east part toward the 

county line, nances have been held in -agenda but none dur-

Ing the past year. Those who favor dancing do so on the 

ground that the young people need some place to go. nost 

of the dances are held at uuba. 

The dearth of social and recr eational activities 

in country life is due in large measure to the introduc­

tion of the telephone, nural free Delivery, and the auto­

mobile . with easy and ready communication, it is not nec­

essary to leave home to chat with a neighbor or exchange 

ideas. The automobile makes possible more extended visit­

ing at the expense of near neighbors, especially if they 

are ungenial. The next door neighbor is neglected, a s  

a woman said, "vie can visit our friends who are congenial. 

vie can revise our visiting list and do not have to associ­

ate with uncongenial neighbors." The community is passing 
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through a transition period in which the center of social, 

religious and educational activities of men is shifting 

from the small neighborhood group to the larger village 

group. it is highly important that all the people should 

recognize the signs of the times and work in harmony with 

this tendency. 
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Conclusion 



Conclusi on. 

In developing the subject of itural uommunity 

Centers, we called attention first to the growing interest 

in rural problems and the changing attitude of leaders to­

ward them. The country was for a long time neglected ow­

ing to the fact that morbid social conditions first be­

came serious in the large cities and completely oversha­

dowed conditions of a similar character in rural districts. 

That it is now brought to the fore is due more than any­

thing else to the unequal progress of town and country 

during the past fifty years, i/uring this period the city 

has developed a higher standard and has become more attract 

tive to humanity in a number of ways than the country. 

The spell of the city drew the energetic and capable in­

dividuals away from the country leaving it without the 

efficient leadership it needed, xn this same period we 

find that country life has made very little progress, in­

deed in some cases it has deteriorated due to the negative 

tendencies of decrease of population, decline of the 

church, increase of tenantry and mental and moral stag­

nation. 

Careful study of the issues involved has led 

to the conclusion that country life is backward because 
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of isolation and lack of personal contacts, and that it 

must he organized on a more efficient "basis if it is to 

keep step with the city, if it does not keep step with 

the city it will continue to deteriorate until none hut 

a dependent peasantry will occupy the land, in order to 

avoid such a state of affairs and to meet tl e ills of 

isolation, co-ooeration is necessary, us t means for se­

curing the desired co-operation we suggested the commun­

ity center to develop community consciousness, unify the 

people and teach and facilitate co-operation. The move­

ment to organize rural life into community centers is he-

corning general with centers already established in every 

section of the country. The centers do not take the same 

form in every instance hut the underlying idea is the 

same in all; that of getting all the people of a neighbor­

hood to participate in the common life of the neighborhood 

to make it better, creater participation results in a 

common oond of sympathy that makes people willing and 

desirous of co-operating with each other. 

The study of agenda community shows how that 

community went about to organize its life on a new basis. 

The early history of the township shows the type of soci­

ety that develops in a pioneer civilization, it is one 

of equality and co-oueration in which all live the same 

kind of a life. The institutions are simple but suited 
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to the needs of the time. Then after a time when certain 

individuals had succeeded in accum ulating more material 

possessions than some of their neighbors, class distinc­

tions arose. The successful men were able to live in 

better fashion than those who barely made a living and 

came to look upon the latter as inferior. The introduc­

tion of modern means of communication lessened the demand 

for personal intercourse. These changes were followed up 

by a breakup of the old social . relations. The old 

institutions were no longer' suited to the changing social 

order and began to lose their vitality. (jountry life di­

vided by cl ass lines entered upon a process of decay, from 

a sociological standpoint, and grew continuously less sat­

isfying. This continued until Agenda in virtue of its 

size and importance assumed the leadership in the town­

ship. 

The movement toward a reorganization of the life 

of the community began with a federation of the churches. 

The amalgamation of the various religious elements into 

the federated uhurch has put the religious life on a firm 

basis. A move to improve the educational facilities of 

the township began with the establishment of the Kural 

High school. These two projects have shown the people 

what they are able to do by working together, and they 

have come out boldly for community action in all things 

that affect the community as a whole. Through their 
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Community commercial ulub they are going to boost i*lk 

Creek Township along progressive lines and center the ec­

onomic, educational, religious and social interests at 

Agenda. 

The outlook for the future of Agenda community 

is promising. The spirit with which the work has been 

carried on thus far is sound, if a comprehensive view of 

the situation is kept in mind and the center is made to 

function in the interests of the entire, community, it will 

continue to grow in influence and it will be able to bring 

about a richer, larger life. 

The study of the community has suggested the 

following things which may be cone to make life better. 

These should be kept in mind as a part of the program that 

will be put across. The economic resources as they exist 

are of a character that is capable of maintaining a grow­

ing and progressive society, hut these resources can be 

utilized more efficiently by the application of scientific 

methods to agriculture, in this connection the extension 

work of the Agricultural uollege should be used to edu­

cate the farmers, .better agriculture should be an im­

portant part of the community program. 

The educational facilities of the township can 

be greatly improved without overburdening the taxpayers. 

The desire for education is strong, it needs only to be 

directed in the proper channel, since the interests of 



of the community are rural the teachers should have spec­

ial training in rural problems. The courses too, should 

be correlated with rural life as far as possible, setter 

equipment for all the schools is needed both inside and 

out. rlay is an important phase of education if properly 

conducted, finally the place where the children spend a 

large part of their time should be beauti fied, so that 

school life would be a joy and an inspiration, education 

for the adults should be provided in the shape of lectures, 

organized discussion clubs, and the like, n public libra­

ry that will serve the needs of all the people and be read­

ily accessible is needed to buil d up their intellectual 

life and give them a broader outlook; more to look forward 

to. Their intellectual poverty is one thing that retards 

the growth of community consciousness. 

The religious situation as a whole points to 

better things. The federated ohurch is growing and needs 

a larger building in order to do effec tive work, une of 

its tests vail be to provide the needed equipment, ser­

vice to the community should he given prime importance, 

everything seems to indica te that the people are ready for 

a really constructive religious program. 

Social intercourse and recreation should be 

given very careful consideration, because of the absence 

of socializing agencies the people are kept apart and 
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differences are emphasized. The village's opportunity is 

to draw the country unto itself socially. 

While the jttural uommunity movement is still in 

its infancy, enough has already "been done, as shown in the 

examples given to prove it is more than a theory, it is 

meeting real needs in a practical way. we have attempted 

to show how the processes of change are taking place in 

jfilk ureek community in the transformation of a typical 

unorganized rural township into an organized progressive 

community conscious group, it seems to the writer that 

the example of this community offers a partial solution 

for the rural problems which were outlined in the first 

part of this paper. 

In conclusion the leaders of the uommunity 

movement should study the people, learn their needs and 

appeal to those interests which will touch their lives 

in a vital way. AS leaders they should give voice to 

and embody the desires and aspirations, the deep felt, 

inarticulate longings of the very common people. 
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