THE ELEVENTH OLYMPIAD . .

ling as Berlin plays host to the world's athletes

Two K(IHS(IHS are outstanc

A7l Germany
was host this
summer to the \\n||\|'~
lupnm\l {ll'lll'h‘\ m
all sports when Berlin
('Il|('l|<lilll'(l the XI
Oly ||1|)i.n|. A nd
‘|[[|ml|;:|| many milm
of  ocean separates
||i||('1'\ lw.\lm .nul the
United States, Jay
hawker sports fans
everywhere watched
Dr. James Naismith the activities in Ger
many ol two lamous Kansans, Dr. James Naismith, the
inventor ol |mxlu'lim||: and Gilenn (‘llllllll\;_‘l\.\ll]. vel
eran mile runner.

Dr. Naismith, now a |n<sl\4-~\u| ol |)|\}§\14A] education
at the University of Kansas, was given the trip to the
()|\|n|m Games as a lribute from the thousands ol
fans in the United States who annually witness o
participate in the game ol hasketball, which he origi
nated vears ago al S\ning\ivl\'. Mass. The 1936 Games
marked the introduction ol baskethall into the official
roster ol sports al the modern ()l\mpn\

Besides watching as many ol the baskethall games
as he could attend, Dr. Naismith was also a witness
to the 1500-meter run.

“It was a thrilling race,” he stated. “(flumin;ﬂx.nn
was well back in the group when the runners iumpml
lo a slart \bout the middle of the race he took the
[ead, but in the Jast ]‘||1 Jack Lovelock of New Zealand
shot around the turn and into the fore by five yards.
Lovelock never |('|i|l(|4li\|H‘(l this lead and won the
)vl(".”

(llx-lm |m]~‘m-<| ~mn|n|, and .umlllm ]\'.m\‘m, .\n|m'
San Romani ol Emporia State Teachers (‘u”w,;v
finished fourth hehind |,|l|;_|i Beccali of Ttaly. \l?lmuulx
|Loveloc 8 vels credit for |x|<'.l|\m;3 l||<' world's record
in this race, the lirst live runners to finish the distance
were clocked under the formerly .uu'plul mark.

In \‘u'ui\m«; ol Glenn's running in this race, as well
as ol his competition in other contests, Dr. Naismith
;mw|i(l\ a well-carned Tuture for (‘\nminx_gll.m\ in the

field ol |v‘1\\i<<t| education.

“Glenn is well-equipped to undertake a responsible
position He already has earned his master’s \li'gjlm- and
NOW is \Iuing work on his doctor's “vgu-v. His \lmli('\.

Iugx'llu-l with his vast amount ol competitive experience
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will give him an ill\(llklill)lu |mcl\gmuml for his future

l)ru|<-.~.~i0n,

Too. Dr. Naismith was high in his praise of Cun-

niu;,v|m|n\ rigorous lraining ([isri])lim‘. and seemed
conlident that the mile-runner’s health has been unim-
[h\il('(l by lis strenuous aclivity on the cinder track.
\ml thus Dr. l\'ui,\milll I’L‘\i“«ll(‘(l that he is univer-
sally inlvu\lu[ in nllx[wliy.\'. hecause he .\‘]m\\'u[ the
same «.nr«-\'ul ulm‘l\.mu‘ ol the lrm‘l\ and field events
and other contests as he ([i(l ol the [ms[w!lm“ games.
These games, he said, were contested among the

i ) e Koy e A 3
teams ol twenty-one nations. | I.l)ul on live courts, the

cage eliminations Iwu‘an on August 7. In the first
ag

round, the United States |)|.|_\'4*rs drew a lorfeit from
Spain, whose team was unable to leave their country
during its civil strife.

Uncle Sam's |7[(|\('r>‘ continued from this first-round
[orfeit and vnn'l‘gzm' with a string ol unbroken victories
to win the flirst ()[ympi(' bhaskethall (‘I)‘.unpinnsllip [1_\‘
heating Canada in the final round. Prominent in the
team's success were members  of the McPherson
(Kans.) Oilers hasketball team, who were combined
with the Hollywood Universal cagers lo be the official
United States team.

“The height of these American players gave them a

tremendous advantage l|1rm|g|mut the games, stated

Cunningham runs in his second Olympiad

. Hubert ANDERSON

Dr. Naismith, and because the smaller ])Iayvrs from
the Asiatic and southern Enmpcnn countries were so
overshadowed, there will in all pro]m])i]ily be a
division of classes in the next international hasketball
competition, in which the teams with tall p]uym\‘ and
the teams with short ])]ny(‘rs will compele in separate

tournaments.

Dr. Naismith indicated that he was in favor of such
a classification. However, even though there ere
ino(|uu|ilivs of height among the |)]L\yors at the 1036
Games, the brand of haskethall p[ny(‘(l was (‘onsisl(‘ntly

fast and well-contested. he stated.

“The «)”i(‘inlin;j. too, was done very nin‘l_\',n said
Dr. Naismith. “There were four relerees —a Chinese,
a Czechoslovakian, an American, and a Canadian.
And even though minor differences occurred in the
interpretation of rules, there was no (‘rn])l)ing among

the p[nyers.”

Despite the fact that he remembered many of these
details about the games and their plny(‘rs. Dr. Naismith
could not recall the name of the international basket-
ball association which elected him its honorary presi-
dent. He [in.’l”y concluded that it was “some such
name as the International Union of Basketball

Federations.”

And this is a xmnplc of his sincere interest in what
other |)<'()p|(‘ are ‘loing‘, not in the honor which comes

to him as the inventor of basketball.

Asked if he had any pictures of his presentation to
the assembled |)lu_\'(-r< ol the compeling nations at the
opening of the ()I\'mpi(‘ basketball tournament, Dr.
Naismith said, “Well, now, there were a lot of pic-
tures taken of me there, but T'll he blessed if T know
where 1 can lay my hands on one.”

Too, he treated as a matter of course the fact that
he was not pl‘(‘.\'(‘l!l(‘(l lo ‘\(I()h\ll Hitler. He was per-
|'<‘rl[y |)|(‘;|st‘([ to have seen Der Feuhrer through field
glasses when the German leader was kissed I)y an

unidentified woman.

“Hitler [irst looked startled,” said Dr. Naismith.

“’l-[l(‘ll [liS (‘\'!)!'(\\'SIUI] (‘]Iilll{,"l‘([, illl(l |1L‘ il])])(‘ill'c([ as

one who mia]lt be going to take the incident gno(l—
nulur(‘(”.\x But he quic“y r(‘«,_z‘uim‘(l his stern com-

posure, ill](l IliS Q’llf\l'([s‘ l'('ll](’)\'(‘([ l]l(‘ ill“‘ll([(‘l‘.”

Hitler is viewed |)y Dr. Naismith as |)(\ing a leader
who assembled the proud nation of German people
after lll('_\‘ had been humiliated [n’ the effects of the
treaties made at the termination of the World War.
In (liscllssing this new German nation Dr. Naismith
preferred to dwell upon the admirable characteristics
of Hitler as a leader rather than upon his (|1|csliun;\])]v
tactics. Fairness in criticism, not (li|)l()|n(u‘_\‘. seemed

to be his reason for S[)(‘«ll\'il\g as he did.

“This entire Nazi movement is a ])s_\('lmlng_firul
reaction to a situation in which the German |wn|»|v
found themselves,” stated Dr. Naismith. “Belore we
criticize too sm'(*r(‘l_\' the Nazi movement we must con-

sider the events which |)rm[ll(‘(‘(] it

Dr. Naismith likewise spn]\’v with fairness about the
widely publicized Eleanor Holm Jarrett case. He

|||v|w|([ the American officials who dropped the

A normal crowd at the Olympics

L
woman swimmer from g‘oml slnmling, saying that the
cause of clean athletics necessarily had to be foremost

in a consideration of the case.

Thus it was that Dr. Naismith spn]\o fr(‘o]y ol other
|)<‘n|)|('. He spul\o of their m‘rnmplix]nm‘nts and of their
defeats all in the same tone ol sincere um|vr~l.m([ing:
Just so did the inauguration of basketball in O[_\'mpic
sport circles represent to him progress in athletics, not

fulfillment of any |)(‘rs0nu| ambition.




