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Cover  Art:

Little  Orphan  Annie   in   a  Pittsburgh   Institution   (1909),  Lewis  Wickes  
Hine
Lewis  Hine  (1874-1940)  was  an  American  sociologist  and  photographer  
who   attempted   to   use   photography   as   a   means   to   convey   messages  
of   social   reform.      Ultimately   the   images   he   captured   would   become  
instrumental  in  convincing  legislators  to  reform  child  laws  in  the  United  
States.     He  studied  at   the  University  of  Chicago,  Columbia  University  
and  New  York  University  before  teaching  at  the  Ethical  Culture  School  
in  New  York  City.     Many   of   his   classes   focused   on   photography   and  
focused   on   the   immigrants   coming   into   Ellis   Island   before   he   left  
the   school   and   became   a   full   time   photographer   for   the  Russell   Sage  
Foundation   in  Pittsburgh.     Later  he  would   also  work   for   the  National  
Child   Labor   Committee,   American   Red   Cross,   Tennessee   Valley  
Authority  and  Works  Progress  Administration  National  Research  Project  
before  falling  from  prominence  in  the  late  1930s  and  falling  into  poverty  
himself  and  then  dying  on  November  3rd,  1940.

Little  Orphan  Annie  was   taken  during  his   time   in  Pittsburgh   and  was  
titled   in   reference   to   the   famous  Little  Orphan  Annie  comic   strip   that  
described  an  orphan  girl  who  was  forced  to  work  to  earn  her  keep.    Hine  
wrote   the   following   to   the  Child  Labor  Committee  when   he   took   the  
photo:  “Olga  Schubert.    The  little  5-year-old  after  a  day’s  work  helping  
her  mother  in  the  Biloxi  Canning  factory,  began  about  5:00  A.M.,  was  
tired  out  and  refused  to  be  photographed.    The  mother  said,  ‘Oh,  she’s  
ugly.’    Both  she  and  other  persons  said  picking  shrimp  was  very  hard  on  

Our   thanks   to   Merry   A.   Foresta   (American   Photographs:   The   First  
Century,   1996)   and   PhotoCollect   (http://photocollect.com)   for   their  
assistance  in  collecting  biographical  information  on  Lewis  Wickes  Hine.

-Russell  Schloemer
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